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1. 	By ELLALYN LVE-Y-ERAaUl= 
- 

The rehabilitation of 'lilanila Bay 
three phales ih the next 

seven yenrS, Which means thiS Will go 
beyOnd the term • of President,Duterte 
Who ,VoWed to 'make the bay as clean 

as the world,famons Boraca,  y 
, island. . 

Environment Secretarya, 
Cimatu said the Manila 

Bay rehab Will involve cleanup • 
, and 'water quality, im- '12 	• 

prov'ehient,-  rehabilita:4,  r3. 

ttli34attlerefiMai)ila... • 

o  ••• •''' 	. .. s' 	.. 	 . , e .4 	• • 
Olen and resettlement, and education sustained laW enforcement and monitor: 
t and sustainitient. 	• - 	p „ , 0,  	• ing, and fast-tracking or earlier coninle- 

4 +Under Phase 1, the concerned agen- tion of the sewerage system in Metro 
,des will cleah up desigoated waterways . Manila from 2026 to 2037. 	. • 

(esteroS), reduce fecal colifoini level and - , DENR said onlY 15 percent or 2.4 mil-
tote-charges Irani houses and establish-: I lion outof 16.3 million of the water-served 
ments, and require seWage treatment • population in Metro Manila are con- 
plants for government, commercial, in-
dustrial, and educational establishments; 
inspect and repair leaks in Old sewer lines; 
provide temnorarisanitatiOn facilities to 

4 informal settlers residing along esteros 
, and shorelines pending relocation; unple-; 
ment solid waste triatlagementf, and plan 
the relocation of informal settlers. • 

' . 	Phase 2 of the program will involve ' 
•• the rehabilitation of old sewer lines in 

the National Capital Region, continu- 
iI 	relocation of informal settlers, and 
ensuring Completion of 340 million liters' 

:per day (14ALD)hf MaYhilad and Manila.  
'Water *2022:1 	 . -- 

The finalphase will be the continuing 
education and information campaign,i 

nected tea sewerage system and about 
3.84 percent or 187,000 out of 4,863,938 of 
water-served population outside Metre 
Manila are provided with sanitation 
services. 
. Meanwhile, almost 233,000 informal 

settler families are residing along the Wa-
terways of Manila Bay, directly discbarg- 

' '4 ing theirwastes to the water. 	• 
"The 'battle for Manila Bay' is One 

battle that will be won not With force or. 
. 'arms but with the •firm resolve to bring 

Manila Bay back t6 life," Cimatu said. ••• 
'With the cornmitmentanddetermina-

' tion of every Filipino to do hip shire in this 
rehabilitation effort, we have already 
the battle foi• Manila Bay," he added.' 

' 	• 	". 

• 
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Sephclanks ;.;•....• sewage plants**. , eyedfoi Manila Bay slums 
- While the government is , ing building communal-septic 

planning,  the relocation of ',tanks And terripoiary sewage 
linformal settlers from Manila treatment plants for the infor- 
Bay,' the Department of Envi7  'mai s.ettlfTS: s 	• 	• 
ronrhent and Natural Resou,,,  Figures provided by The 
es .(DRI\IR)Thaid Yesterday" it . DENR showed that almost 

:Plans. to provide the informal, 233,000 informal.  settler fami-
Settlers temporary sanitation Bea:re:side along waterways 

!fadlities. 	 _leading toihebay,and:clireetly 
As part Of phaae. one ,of .`,distarge (their(wasteini6the 

thel,Manil'a-Ray reliabilita,: Water. 	! 
'Hon Program; Secretary Roy 	;Last Sunday, Cimatu of- 
Cirnatu said the DENR.  will tidally declared, ihe 'stdrt of 
enforce a sanitation (System, the Manila Bay.rehal,ilitation. 

-apart from engaging in ttle, . The.:DENR's "tagOrii take 
cleanup of 'designated, wa: Development Authority pr-

. teiWays, reducin&dficharges, dered two restaurants and a 
from house  g andLestablisi“,.Wate,r .ireatinent facility Of a! 
mei:lig:and repairing leak; in iealeseatc:ClevelOper in:Pasay 
old sewer lines,. •„ 	;shut 51.4riforfie ing sources of 
' Undersecretary Benny An: u.p§llpjay.e tivastewateelit the 

tipOraa said they are consider- 	, Rliodina Villanueva 
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Manila.Bay.  
CL cleanup yields 
5 tons-of garbage 
By RAMON.EFREN LAZARO 

44 I . 
The•siniultarteous 

frcleriuji of Manila Bay in Bulacan, 
Pimpartga and Bataan on Sunday , 
yielded more than-five tons of gar- 
.bage. 	 -4' .4"1,  • 	. 

Paquito Moreno jr., Department of 
Privirorunent and Natural Reiources 
(DENR)-Cential Ilion"director, said, 
at least 3,000 rriangroVedaklings were 

' also planted alOng the riven in Barrl 
gay TaWirart, Obande,.Btilacan; Sto.;' 

,,Filomena, OuaguapParnpanga, and 
Lucanin, Mariveles, Bataan. 

The first phase ofThe rehabilita:f • 
lion of Manila Bay in Central Luz.on 
involves cleanup of waterways to • 
reduce fecalcoliforM level And. toxic. 
discharge from establishments as well 
as the implementation of solid:waste 
management. ; • i. • 

J"Notices ofyiolation will be issued. 
to noncompliant establishments,", 
Moreno said.  

The DENR said there are around •ei 
23,000 informal settlersin..Bulacan 
and 9,363 in Pan:Tanga:At least, • 
10,166 people live in coastal areas and 
river systems.  in Bulacan, Bataan and . 

. Pampanga, itsicreedi 
Lormely.ClaucliolEnvironmental 

- Managernent Bureau-Central La,  . 
zOn director, toldThe STAR that 47 
establishments in Bulacan and Bataan 
were served notices of violations and. 
issued cease and desist orders as part 
of the rebabilitatien of Mani1A.Bay; 

Sixteen of thee erring establish-, 
ments are in MeYcauiyan; 24 in Oban-
do and three in Marilao, all in Bulacan,. 
and four in MaiiVeles, Bataan. 	• ti• 

Claudio said leather and jewelry . 
industries in Marna°, fishpens in 
Obando and beach resorts, hOtels And ; 
'manufaCturing firmsin MatiVele•s;' 
Bataan are being Monitored for corri-t 
pliance with DENIZ requirements: „ 
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7>NEV,E000:1:AtE T9SA V.(M NILA JAY TI, 
Ei4VIliONMENTAL lawyesontonio OposaJr..lamecl the 
Duterte administration for stepping up the effort to 
rehabilitate Manila Bay. , 	 . 	, 2 . 

According to Oposa, It isnever too late to save' Manila 
Bay as he joined more than 5,00p who took part in the 
Solidarity Walk along Both Boulevard on Sunday for,the 
:Battle forManila,Bay", launch; 	,  
:1  'There is no limit to what we can achieve If we do,,,, 
not care who geis the credit Emperors come apd 
empires;r1se and,falkhtlea story lies forever. Let the story . 
be about all of ps,,Filipitios7wakipg together, walking 121 
together and working together—Tfor,a.purpose that is 
greaterthan ourselves.,(et,that,story 'be heard.„aposid 
the worldrOposa said, knathpfi Mayuga 	„,., 	, • . 



ea, 

t.rrersairowao 

Department of EnWronment and Natural Resources 

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION INITIATIVES SERVICE 

EJ 
BANNER EDIRAIIAI CARTOON 

SIORY 

1 	 
UPPER 

ROWER PAGE 

29 JAN nip 
DATE 

PAGE I 

STORY 

NEWS 	MASH' ••• 1)10.00 

s 

.61"6"igNe. support 
for Manila Bay 
cleantip.  lauded 

Senator Cynthia Villar on Mon-
day lauded the infilix of volunteers . 
who are.taking part in the inter-
agency campaign to clean up 
Manila iiiase 

Villar, chair of the Senate Com-
mittee VrilEnvironment and Natu-
ral Resources, said the govern-
ment's so-called "Battle for Manila • 
Bay" campaign has provided the 
needed boost to volunteer's who • 
have committed to help in reha-
bilitating the famous landmark.' 

More than 5,000 participants, 
' mostly personnel from the De-

partment of Environment and 
Natural -Resources (DENR).  and 
other government agencies, re-
portedly joined the launch of the 
Manila Bay rehabilitation project 
on Sunday. 

Some 45.59 tons or 11 truck-
loads of garbage were collected 
by participants during the clean- 
up drive. 	: 

"Nakakatuwa na mas marami 
na ngayon ang involved'sa 
paglilinis ng Manila Bay. Dati pare-
parebong mukha ang nandiyan.• 
Nagpapasalamat ako .dahil sa 

_ 

inter-agency effort na ito, mas 
marami ang nakaalam kung gaano 
kagrabe ang sitwasyon,ng Manila 
Bay ngayon at mas marami any 
.na-engganyo na tumulong," Villar 
said in a statement on Monday. 

She likewise commended the 
DENR for issuing cease and desist 

— orders 'against establishments 
found to be violating environ-
ment laws. 

The senator, who was recently 
awarded by the DENR for "cham-
pioning the Manila Bay Reha-
bilitation cause," recalled that 
the Supreme Court (SC) in 2008 
had mandated - several agencies, 
led by the DENR, to clean up and 
rehabilitate Manila Bay.' ' 
:With the campaign, Villar said 
the government is .bent on im-

proving the quality of water" in 
the bay which now has a conform 
level of 330 million MPN. 

..- Meanwhile, Villar also called on.  
water concessionaires to speed 
up the construction of sewerage 
treatment plants for the proper 
disposal of wastewater In Metro' 
Manila. (Vanne Terrazola) 
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Manila 136y - 
rehabilitation" 
in 3 phases 

FitThe ?Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources 
will rehabilitate the Manila Bay 
;In three phases in.the next-spy; 
en Vears, :arhid,the firm resolve 
of the 'government to.b:rIhg'th'e 
bay back-to life'. 

AtcordIng to bENR Secretary 
CimatU, „the' ManiialSay)s 

rehabilitation 	involve.thred 
Phises".41 :cleOnup t and niater 
.quality Improvement; rehabili, 
'tation • and . resettletheht; 'Oa 
education thndsustainnier* 
7 Under Phase 17 the cOkerned 

!agenciS' will t.ccleanup desigE 
hated "'wate'rway tarwaya (ester*; 

"'reduce fecarcoliform level and . 
toxic charges from heities- and 
establishments, and requiring. 
sewage • tioatineOtVolaots for 
government, commercial, 'In, 
dustriab and educational estab-
lishments;. inspect and repair 
leaks ih old sewer lines; pro-
vide temporary tanitotion facilk • 
-ties to Informal settlers 'residing 
along -esteroa' and shorelines 
pending relocation; : implenient 
solid •Wake management; and 
start planning for the relocation 
of Informal settlers." (Ellalyn 
V. Ruiz) 
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Manila Bay rehab, may-3 bahagi 
badaan sa tatIong .bahagi ang solid wastenionaidnent, at pagsisimula 

refrabilitasyon ng Manila Bay, bilang ng .plano'para sa relokasyon ng mga 
bahagi ng dedikasyon ng pamalialaan 
na maibalik ang dati nitong ganda. 	:013aliagi ,namtui ng ;Phase ,2'ng 

AyonkayDepartmentofEnvironenept .pro ma rang relibbilltasyOning !riga 
and Natural-Resources PENR)Sccietary4 Rimang sewer lines sa Metro.hlanila, 
Roy Cimattittaldaw, ng Manila Bay ' S  Pa thloy na relokasyon ng riniinforinal 
rehabil Ratio:pang tatIong phase ‘- ang settlers,at pagsisiguto na makumpleto. 
cleanup at pagsasaayos sa kalidad ng ang 340 milyon litro kada arai,v (ML!)) 
tub's; rehabilitasyon at resettlement; at ng Mavnilad at Manila Water pagpatak 
-edukasyon strpagtoamalasakitsa lavia at ng 202i 	tit 1T- 7 :- 

pagpapanatilisa kaliniSan'roki. • '' .1/4  - 	Sahulingbahagiiigrehabilitasyon, 
Sa ilalim ng MSC 1.; kakailangat-ting :Magpapatuloy-, ang education at 

linisin ng niga,ahensiying bahagi ng' .  information 'campaign, pagpapanatili 
programa ang-rrigaestero, thabaWastul ng law enforcement at monitoring,, at 
ang fecal coliforrm level it niga Jason fast tracking oinalgarqpagtapossa mga 
na 	 mga baliay at .sevVerige system saMettoManila mula 
establisiinyenhtit'PagtatayO ng niga .4;  2037hanggang 2020.; 	 , 

"tsewagetreatment plants pan sa gobyemo, 	Ayon sa "DENR/.:tanging 
komerSyil, industriyal, at inga papg-',. • porsiyentoil2.4milycinng Ittrrtilyonng 
edultasyon na establisyameto. 	pinagtisilbihanng hibigsaMetro Manila 
. Magsasagasja rin ng pagsusuri at '41- angkonektadOsa isangseWer,age -system 

ppgsasaayos ng niga tagas ng him* haioangnasa 3.84% 087,003 ng4,863,938 
mga 'sewer lines, - pagbibigat1ri0 pOpulasyongpirtagsisilbihansa labas ng 
kartsaMantalang'sanitation facibliesia ••••"-. Metro Malaang bibigAM ng sanitation 
mga informal settlers sa mga- gilid ng'-'4- services. - 	C 
estero at baybayin, pagpapattipad ng 	, 	I Ellalyn- De VerO-Ruiz 
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	 "'WO", t t, 	TOTALoaft47 esta lishments has4 
..; been closeudown.inBulacan 

nd•Bataan,since Friday.  for non- - 
(••

'cornpAka!re,,itil environmental 'laws 'r  

riversYsteni leading 1 
to the Minda, Bay. 

	

7,4 	• 
LormelynClaudianRegion 3 En- 

vtromhental Management Bureau 

	

. 	- - 
chief Of the Department of Envi- 
ronment and Natural 'Resources 
(DENR), said the establishments 
were found violatingnenvironmen- 

• 

t.. 	. 	-Abe 
44'1: • a 	!..r+ "-N., 1 'ON  

1411 4 CJAA(14-.Y\ 	 $:4»citli; 1'111°01 1 xi. 	
;:"i:Irchyit` Ail 1' C4,310 Yltin 'It 	111  

BY FREDERICKW ILVERIR 	 while four are in Mariveles, Bataan. Claudio added. 

t 
tal laws and most have no environ-
mental clearance certificates. 

„'t Sixteen of the establishmerns 
are located in the City of &ley-, 
eauafah, 24 in Offawndo town and 
three in Marilao,' all in BUlacahr • 

ri-7:WOlaruscifirsaltfirsiablishrriiefirir— Tri:Gri iCinItierit Secretary Roy 
Lie 're S‘eiv7 	 irrh nceedia briefing ear- 

fiercg:aid .1,11t hid; fro1M closing 14(  
on Priday, While 32 inlere served the establishinAtenheliolators 
with Aotices on-Sunday 7 1, ir . have Co. paj a fine from -P20,000 

.The businesses found with to P20.0,000' per day uhtil they 
violations in Meycauaya—n include hav fuIy4complied with the 
thde engaged in leather and rueasinys .agair(st polluting the• 
jewelry production, fishpond op- environment. 	

1 

.erators in Obando, and a beaCh;a gOnS/riClaviridiisiolkmment 
resort, hotel and manufacturing ,ragencies,and,othersectoral groups 

•" •4 "E.: • • 	'4' ' plants •Mdriveled; Bataan.. 	Mined, the l  simultaneous. massive 
These establishmehts would cleanup and rehabilitation efforts 

,be monitored closely and,would g to,Save Manila-Bay that was held 
, remain closed until they comply-4ff Biraingfiy TaWiran in Ohando, 
.with rieeessary requiremeriti,"A;BUtielo.! 

.- 	• 
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7  47 establiiiinyento sa Bulacanj -. 
BataanIpmasara 

AABOT sa 47 establish- (DENR) Zugnay ng gi-
e 'ment ang ipinasara ng nanapna simultaneous 

. Bulacan at.Bataan si- massive cleanup at re-.  
mula nciong Biyernes • habilitation efforts sa 
dahil sa pagdudumi Manilar:Bay salmhagi 
ng niga river system na ng Brgi. Tawiran noon

,
. dumadaloy patungong Linggo.' 	' 1 `-;,1", • Manila Bay • 	' 	Ang mga ipinasa- 

Ito ang sinabi ni ,:rang establishment ay.,, 
Lormelyn Claudio, Re- napatunayang lumai; 
gion 3 Environmen, bag sa'mgeenvironff , 
tal Management Bu- mental law bukothpa' 
reau chief ng Depart-' sa walatig Mga envi- 

"ment of Environment ronmebtal ^clearance 
and Natural Resources certificate:' 
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Improper dumping of jrat 
human waste triggers 
filing of mandamus petition 

, .• 
CURIOSITY 	about 4, Oposa' made some re: , 
where-a well-known si- • searchcin whatcasecanbe I 
phoning services coinpa- filed against concerned I 
ny was dumping the hu- hgenciesthatwouldmake'l 
man !Waste they Si: them,liableior degrada: I 
phoned from the septic,. tion,of . the environment , e 
tanks • of households • in '• partidulany -the Manila .1 
Metro Manila led to the . 	found a li)v, Pres- • / 
filingbeforethe Supreme idential Decree 11.52or the., ; 
Coart of a petition .for Philippine' Environment I 
mandamus seeking-  the 4.  -Code, which was signed- I . • 
clean-up and rehabilita- ; intoiawbyformerstrong- • 
Hon of Manila 'Bay 20 mail President Ferdinand 1 

'1-1•Arircos.'' years ago. 
ntartinterview. tfiepe- ' • • • Under SeCtion 17 arid • 

titibner; multi-awarded " 18 of PD1152, Oposa said: 
onvironmentallawyerand that if the body.of Water Is 
activist Attorney Antonio polluted,-it is the duty of 
Oposa, Jr, said his curicis- —government egencyston: ; 
ity,ilecided him to require cenied to Clean it up. - 	.1  
hisstudenisfrom the Ate- 4 	"Walang nakakaalam 
neo de Manila University • ,ng batas na iyuit; kaya . 
to find out aspart of their ' nting nag-hearing karni, 
final requirement; where yung nga abogadong 
this 'siphoning 'company 'i tunggali ko,nagkatawan-
was dumping the human anlangkami.Dalawalring , 
waste they siphoned. He kami nakakaalam.ng  
requested not to mention tasna iyan, si Marcos ang 
the name of the company, sumulat .niyan,"- Oposa ; f 

told my students, said in jest.; 
hanapin niyo kung Saab 	Oposa was . among • 
tinatapon•ng companyna those who joined the, 
ito -yung sewage na sad; launching of the"Battle for , 
sipsip nila sa poso negro. Manila Bay. 
As theirfinal exam, siriun- • 'Armed witna law that f 
clan nila nang sinundan i concerns -environment, , 
yung trak, nakita nila 	, Oposa filed the, petition 
migil, alas dos ng madal- for Mandamus before the 
ing araw, &a Creenhills, • , High Tribunal on Jan. 29„ 
tapos binaba-yung hose;' '1999, exactly 20 years •to-  
ayun tinapon ang 	, day, against la, govern- t 
noong 1991 yun, , Oposa ment agencies 'including ; 
disclosed... 	 'j the Department of Envi- I  

tecabseof whathe and ronment and Natural Re: 4 
his 'students discovered, I sources (DENR).• • 

s. 

In 2008 or-after nine 
years of hearing on the • 
case, the SC issued a man-
damusdirectingtheDENR 
and 12 other governinent 
-agencies toclean up, reha-
bilitate and preserve Ma-
nila Bay and to restore and ' ' 
maintain its water quality 
to d level fit forswimming 
and other contact' rice- 

re. ation. 	,  
You  imagine after 10 

year% sdna sana 
prOve man tang', then an-
other:10 yearS after 2008, ' 
halos mahulog-akoTha , 
uphan ko nang malainan 
kona coliform level sibay 
ay umabot na n 330-mil-
lion (MPN),',„ Oposa 
stressed., ) • - 

fForlOyearsitheyfailed • 
to comply. Meron nga da-
pafna sanctions but then „. 
ordinaryongtaolangako. - 
Yung panahon. ni,PNoy • 
(former-PresidentNor-9y 
Aquino), walangnangyari 
noon. To be fair With Sec-
retary Singson •(DPW-H), 
siya lang ang may ginawa 
noon; konti pero hindi 

ng massive. Yung 
bENRnaman,mawalang- , 
galang $a ating.rmga. 
kaibigan sa • DEN12,pati • 
sila nawalan na ng gana," 
Oposa added. 
. 	:'It'snever too lateeven 

if the mandamus Was fi-
nallyin)plementedafter10 
years, never too late be:-
cause, the seaisstill there," 
Oposa added. 	,•1 



meaSures already implement-
° ed." 

The LLDA, along 'with '',the 
Departinent of Environment 
and, Natural Resources, dosed • 
the water sources and wastewa. ' 
ter discharging facilitiesnf The 

;Esplanade, after authorities dis- 
covered that wastewater . had • 
bypassed the building's seWer- • 
age,  :treatment plant and was • 
dumped untreated , into the 
nearby bay. 	;; ' 	It 

' 	Authorities issued the order 
on Stinday duritik the kickoff of, 
"Battle for Manila Bay," the gov-
ernment's nikssive rehabilita-
tion for the heavily 

, polluted bodY Of Wider. 
, 	Other than SM's The Es- 
planade, similar., orders were 

The SM Group on Mondee salid 
it had addressed the repented 
dumping of WaiteWater into 
*nip, Bay by One of it estab-
lishments:which prompted the 
Laguna LUke .bevelopment Au-
thority (LLDA) to issue a,deaser  
and-desist order on . one of the 
group's buildings. 	• 	• 

In a statement,' the group' 
said the findings from the joint 
inspection • with.  the ILDA on 
Jan. ;16 ;Was an IsOlated case" 
that involved one of the tenants 
in The Esplanade (Sail Miguel 
by thvBayVn Pasay City:. ,., 

"The nialtter Was iniinediafe-
ly corrected and We are now 
compliant," SM Group said. "We 
will immediately meet with the 
LliDA and discuss the corrective 

given to Gloria Mans 1  Shark's 
Fin Restaurant and Krisfoerat 
Restaurant's flagship branch OH 
Roxas Boulevard, both in Mani- 

-.. 4 • 
Tneir water sources have 

been cut off to prevent them 
from further dumping ,untreat-
ed wastewater into the bay, ac-
cording to LLDA: General Man- 
ager Jaime Medina. 

Authorities also issued nO-
tices of violation to film Other 
establishments Wide the SM 
GrOnp.';  

The grouP said it would 
comply with thefive-efak grade 
peridiel.,forrV:;6 rietSponti, noting 
the "corrective, aaione it had 
undertaken. —JHE,,T 
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„DICTA°.  provide cameras 
foeManila Bay rehab 

,,,•• 
THE Department of Itiformatiotir and 
'coinmunicatiOds Technology will pro:—
yidiplosecf circuit television canterai and ' 
'Monitoring sensors for the rehabilitaticid:S 
of the Manila Bay. 	• . Si 

7DICT Acting Secretary Eliseo Rio Jr.• 
.sai&that sensors would'be.tiSed.fOr mogti 
,toring the water pollution level in the bay.i 

The
co!ifctP 

ccmtent of the Manila pay 
is arou1d- 300..ntil1iOn.[MPN] per wo mt. 
and it should be Sneed to 100 MPN only. 

' What.etut the'oicr do about fins? We Will 
be nutting lip seniaiiffiere.so  thatthe poll-
foim level can be mdnitoredby the Office 
'ofSecretary Gitnatu,'92io said in hi S speech 
.duringithe lautithingof the•ManilaBay it- 
habiliwlion program on Sunday: 	• • a • • 
' c?, CCTV, camerasgrnoy..13e• used by she 
cepartment,of itheilincrior„,and Local. 
Government for the appreliension'Of peo-
.pledumping wastes into Mo.Matttlapay. 

"In coordinationWith pthig;#e still put 
'Op eery caffierris.th  help thepftiO Secre-

; •taty catenii4ereis..The inuitirtannhifi here 
that DICTett'provide is connectivity, sdthat 
Misinformation Would reach the 'command.  

% and control systems of thèDllA Philippine 
National.Police,"Rio.said. 	:.bi;in. 
„ Around 5,000 volMiteetaparticpated • 
in a so! darity.walk from Chtffirio Grand, 
stand to Rajah Sulayrnan Park to start the 

,Mankla Bay::t•chabil nation' program IT 
Sunday.INA 	: 

f2. 

‘.‘ 
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MWSS exeClauds'P13-B Jica-fulidediiiiir rec!amaion facility , 	,. 
.ET ROP OLITAN Water- • • I 

Mayor Edwin L. Olivarez; Maynilad . announced the company would in- 

	

works and Sewerage' Sys- '43' PresidentandCEORamoficitoS.Fer- ''' 	vest P26A billion . in ,the next five 

....... 	• tern (/V1WSS)Wdministra-  'I." ' nandez, Jica official Yoshild W-ad:'. 	years to build new sewage treatment 

tor Reynaldo V. Velasco recently led 	DevelopipentBankofthePiPPts • 	plants (STPs) and lay sewer lines in !  

the inauguration "of a'Pl.7-billion ''' Pre'siderfialCEO aciliaBarrorbe"dr 	
Caloocan, Las Pinas,Muntinlupa and 

,Jica-funded Paranaque' Water Rec- - 	and other ,membe'rs-, of , the . MWSS 	Kawit, Cavite. 

lamation Facility 	.1 i 	.” 	• Board of Trustees. r I.., ' 	h. 0 . 	The neW facilities, which will have 

	

The facility .its the laigest sewage .",.... ', - ;Thesuccessstoryof the Maynilad , 	acarnbin-ed t-MatmentCkPacitiof 320 

. • 	 - 	.. ... 	„ 

	

treatment plant of Maynilad Water .r. • 4 Water Reclamation. Facility comple- u: 	million' liters per day (MLD), will ieT- • 

Services Inc. (Maynilad) in terms of 	
don and the 92 percentcompliance 'I nimie harmful substances from the 

processing capacity. .„ „. 	
rate of Parafiaque City to 'sewer con-,, wastewater generated by more than- 

	

With thefacility's operationin full - • • • nectiv,ity including its firm resolve • 	
2 Million Maynilad Catomers; thus.' 

.„. 	
: 

swing, thecitygovernmehtisas'sured . to clear more than 5,000, out of the 1  ' helping' to reduce pollution lading' 
: 	. 

of sufficient capacity fora 92-percent 	, 8,000 informal: settler's living along, 	into water bodies. ri 

	

compliance rate in terms of its sewer ',. esteros•and rivers in the city should . 	
'Of the P26.4-billionbudgetalloCa- 

connection. 	., 	4 	''" 	.. • no'Wbecomethe templateforall other . 	don, about P16.3 billion willbe spent 
. , 

Lauding the prbject's comple- ..• I,  local government units covered -by 	forlayingsome 241 kilometersbf new , 	, 

tion Velasco said. the Jfca-funded 	• our 'concessionaires," Vellsc6 said: • 	sewer lines,Which willtonvey waste-, 

	

project is.a big boost to the ongo- ..14  Pa.radaque City Mayor olivacez iaid: 	' wraterfronth"ougseholatoMayncis 

ing Manila Pay cleanup effort of • "This is a very importantstep in our • 	
new STPs for treatment. ,,, ,.. • 	. 0 	. - 

the government. i 	' ' . .  ' 	' 4  collective efforts to help you prote'ci. t 	Oncecorimletedin2021,thesene* 
I. 

'We are happy with the tomple- .e.; I.. ouienirironment; wha is one of the • • facilitieswillexpandMaynilad'siew- 

	

tion of this modern water-redama- l''' ' pillars of governance agenda' in the 	
erage coverage to 47 percent up from 

bon facility three years after it was : city to be business-friendly 'and at ,,,* 	onlY 6 Percentin 2006before Mayni: 

	

started. I commend both Maynilad .,f. s thesametimeenvironment-friendly." 	lad was re-privatized. The •company ' 

and Paranaque 'City for remaining \ ' 	Olivarezadded theStait6f opera- 	
aims to attaini 1O0-percent SeWer.  

	

steadfast in pushing for this.  flag- , . tions of the ParanaqueWater Reda-, 	• coVerageby the end of the cOn.ceasion 
- 	I. 	h.u.  

ship project, despite protestations .„ mation Facility is "timely" because ki 	
period iii 2037. 

	

and brickbats from motorists, as this , of the reneWed dishilln fast-track 	
''So far, we have invested P23.3. ' 

, 

project is not only a means to comply , .., the rehabilitation and cleanup • of --. 	
billion to imProve the WatteWate?' 

	

with the Suprerne Court mandamus r t Manila Bay le.d ' by Eiivironinent 	infrastructure and expand dover- 

to clean Manila Bay, but more so for „, Secreta4.v
Riiy,* Cimaiu. "Witli.!„ age in the West 264 since 2007. By . 

the overall benefit of the people," 	this water facility, we will now be 	susainitig•investirients in waste- 

Velasco said iii tstaternent. 	-••"' " 'table to femoVerPolltitatits from the 	water 'Projects. Wrdo our part in , 

	

Velasco was guest of honorduring ,,,, ., wastewater being collected frnm . 	
the cleanup and rehabilitlation of' 

the formal opening of the new STP 	Maynilad costumers in Paranaque , 	Manila Bay, per the- Supreme Court' 

,facilitylinSan-DiOnisio, Pirafiaquem ul:refori  e these 'ire discharged In the : 	mandarnia" Fe7nIndez said. 4. 

. City,the other daywith MWSSChair- ' •••'• waterways that eventually end up • 	
The comPany iA investing P11.4 - 

manFranklin Demonteverde, MWSS 	in Manila Bay," Olivarez said. 	billion for wastewater pirojects thiEl 

RO Chief Patrick Ty, Parafiaque City 	
Meanwhile, Maynilad recently 	year. Jonathan L. Mayuga 
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A CHILD enjoys playing with his cat on clean shoreline of Manila Bay, a day after the government led 
an inter-agency cleanup campaign marking the start of the bay rehabilitation project on Sunday. (Czar 
Dancel) 
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DENR holds first-ever wood summit 
The DENR's combined interest of revitalizing wood 
industry and improving the country's forest health 

The Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DEER) is 
hosting the first-ever Forestry and 
Wood Industry Summit to try to 
revitalize the moribund forestry and 
wood products sector and transform 
it into a growth industry. 

With the theme "Sustainable 
Forest Management: The Role of 
Wood Industry in Nation Building," 
the summit will highlight the need 
-to strengthen the wood industry 
through improved funding schemes 
to support growth, increased 
.promotional and marketing efforts, 
and expanded research on key 
issues conSistent with the goals 
of the 2017-2022 Philippine 
-Development Plan. 

High on the agenda is the 
declining contribution of the 
wood industry to the country's 
gross domestic product despite 
the constantly increasing demand 
ifor wood and wood-based ,  

products, Director Nonito Tamayo 
of the DENR's Forest Management 
Bureau (FMB) said. 

According to the FMB chief, 
the DENR's combined interest 
of revitalizing wood industry and 
improving the country's forest 
health through the Implementation 
of the Expanded National Greening 
Program or E-NGP "has led to this 
groundbreaking event." 

"The summit will gather 
different industry players to present 
and discuss the current policy 
environment, business 
trends, and ways 
forward for  

the sector in order to develop and 
implement an effective regulatory 
and investor-friendly regime that 
ensures the sustainability of the 
wood industry in the Philippines," 
Tamayo said. 

The summit participants are the 
heads of the Community-Based Fbrest 
Management People Organizations, 
Philippine Wood Producers 
Association, Chamber of Furniture 
Industries of the Philippines Inc. and 
the Industrial Fbrest Managers of the 
Philippines Corp. 

Representatives from 
government agencies, such 
as the National Economic 
and Develofment Authority, 
Philippine Statistics Authority and 
Department of Trade and Industry, 
are also attending the summit. 

Over the years, the Philippines 
has been dependent on imported 
wood to meet its domestic wood 
requirements,  

causing a huge drain in the country's 
dollar reserves. 

During the period 2006-2016, 
locally-sourced wood accounted for 
only 25 percent, or 1.5 million cubic 
meters, while 76 percent or 4.6 
million cubic meters are imported. 

Willa Gallo Gacula 

THE bulk or 75 percent of the country's wood requirement is sourced overseas, which overwhelms the country's foreign-currency reserves. CONTHIBUTED PHOTO 
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4SUMMIT TO BOOST FORESTRY SECTOR • 
TO revItaliTe thsforestry,Rnd,wood productssector arid 
fr'arisform the, coungy'swpod industrylnto a growth 
iridustry;the Department of EpylrotiMent,apcliNatufat , 
Resources will hold the first-ever Forestryap,d Wood . 

Industry Summit. 
Environment Secretary Roy A. cithatu ts expected 

to dellver.the keynote address during the kickoff • 

7 0"  r 	nt • 	r e qç 

.eeremoples to be held 'today; Tuesday, at the'Edsa 

Shangri-La,Hofel,In Mtandatuyong tity, 

The Strmit carrieS die,theme"SeiltakiableT  Forest 
t • 

Managemenfi 'the ItoleeWolcd,Indusiry In Nation. , ; 
Buildinb.".•31;e'suMMIt wililbe held tOmarrOw, a pews • 

staternernaid:clonatfiani:Mayuga 
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Sec. Cimatui kailan mo 

IiIiniSifl ang hangin'ia Metro .  

N
AKAPANGANGAMBA any inihayag ng World . 
Health Organization (WHO) na 1.7 milyong ka-

bataan sa buong mundo any namamatay dahli at 
air pollution. Any karaniwang mga sakitna naku-. 
kuha as hangin na may lason ay pulmonya; bron- 
chitis, asthma, istrok at.atake sa puso. 	. ' 

Any Metro Manila ay isa Sa mga siyudad sa. 
mundo na masyado nang malublia ang air pollu-
tion. hang tam' na ang nakararaan, nagkaroon 
ng-aaral sa UP-Diliman no daratIng daw any 
panah.on na hind' na maaaring tirahan any Metro 
Manila dahil polluted na any hangln. Noongnaka- 
many Mon; Isang daktor 	any. nagOayel na dapat 
nang may-face masks any mga taga-Metro Manila 
pars makallglas sa pagkalaton. • 

Bang malalaking kaiaada sa Metro any tInukoy 
na grebe any pollution at Ito ay any EDSA, Taft 
Avenue, Quezon Avenue,at C5. Mga bulok na bus 
atleepney any itinuturong pollutants sa mga na-
sabing kaisada. Maraml pa ring bulok na leepney 
any patuloy na bumiblyahe kahit ipinatutupad ang 
motlemisasyon?: 	 • . 

Noong nakaraang Mon, 	nagkaroon ng ranking 
sa 230.slyuclid Su buong mundo ria gustong pun' 
tahan mmga dayuhan. Hasa Ika-136 no puwesto 
ang.Metro Manila. laa sa mga dahlian kung bakit 
malayo any puwesto ng Metro Manllaay dahll sa air 
pollution. Mas gusto ng mga dayuhan na punts-
ban any mga lugar na malinit any hangin. Pinaka-
marami any gustong rnanirahan sa.Vienna, Aus- 
tria at sa Singapore.. • 	

, 	, • 

Nararapat kumilosang Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR) sa proble7, 
many air pollution.: Hindi dapat maging ningas-
kugon sa pagsasagawa ng anti-smoke belching 
campaign. Suportahan any pay-phase out sa mga 
luinang sisalryan na saciagkat any mga Ito any 
nagbutiuga ng 80 porsiye,nto ng nakalalasong 
usok. lpatupad any nakasaad sa Clean Air Act of 
1999 na bawal ang paggaMIt ng incinerators. 

Ngayong nakatuon any DENR sa pagIllinis sa 
Manila Bay, dapat magkaroon na rin.rig piano kung 
paano iiiinisin any hangin sa Metro Manila. Kaye mo 
rin Ito DENR Sec. Roy Cimatu. 
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Eric's Boiastay,wetlatjcii/ 
rehab to Cost P10 M 

By  DANESSA RIVERA , 	 . assessment of, endemic flora and fauna. 
inthe location: 

BORACAY, Aldan — Lopez-led Energy 	So far, it has planted the appropriate 
Development Corp. (EDC) is investing native tree species that will thrive in a 
P10 million to rehabilitate its adopted Wetland environment and that can sup-
wetland in the world-famous Boiacay as port marine and land1animals •already 
part of the island's•restoration efforts to • existing in the area.. 
become a sustainable tourism destination. ' 	BWCP is rich in rare plants; including 

EDC adoptedthe 7.79-hectare Wetland -threatened species like Sander's AI ociei a, 
No. 2, which is one of the nine wetlands Narra, Ipil, Kubi, Antipolo, Isis, Sakat, 
in the island identified bythe Department Balakat, and Bakauan Dagat. 	• 
of.Environment and Natural Resources r EDC's partnershimwith DENR is a 
(DENR) where environmental rehabilita- continuing iriitiative that goes beyond just 
tion is needed. 	' . 	 , rehabilitating the wetland and planting 
. a . ln support of the government's con-' more trees in thearea:Atpresentivisitors-
tiiia's rehabilitation efforts ap well .as' to Can also 0MMtine 'With nature froth the  
failkffiritilate-ideiftourism, 	 scenic 	cte—de-and delight'T observing 
letfirin 'entered intb a fiartrierahiP with ideal and-riagratoryhirds.":- "" ,_ •fl 
the DENR. 	 s, 	With BWCP and BINHI, EDC said Bo- 
. • -EDC is developing W.  etland No: 2 racay island can look forward to a futuie 
into thes•Boracay, Wetland Conservation where not only its clean waters and white 
Park (BWCP) to serve as an arboretum c  sands showcase environmental 'sustain- - 
for threatened native tree gPecies under ability, but also its very .own native tree 
its BINI-11 reforestation and greening arboretum which can be part of the 'is- 

'initiative. . ' 	 • . 	land's sustainable eco-tourism campaign. 
1 , ' The BINHI program is the company's 	BWCP, as part of EDC's•BINHI pro- 

forest restoration project that prioritizes ri  grain, expands EDC's advocacy and rine- , 
the propagation of 96 identified tare and " sion to restore denuded forests, preserve 
threatened native tree species. 	 and propagate threatened native tree 
. "Under .Our memorandum of agree- species, and protect biodiversity to leave 

ment with the DENR, the BWCP is a a legacy of a verdant Philippines for the 
three-year project".EDCCorporate Social. next generation. " 
Responsibility head Allan Barcena said. 	, Now on its 10th year, the BINHI pro- 

"We plan to invest P10 million 'during gram has reforested 9,196 hectares across 
this period. Aside from the walkway and.  EDC's geothermal sites located.  in Leyte, 
\dew dedc, a visitor information center Bicol, Negros Oriental and North Cota-
and other visitor amenities will be built bato,Additionally, to help further props  
here in the future," hisaid. 	 gate these native tree species, BINHI now 

Under the wetland rehabilitation IS has 162•partners across 16 regions in the, 
project, EDC has conducted thorough country. ' 
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- 	- 
DENR walang atrasan sa Taal Lake fishing haw 
NAN1NDIGAN ang De-
partment of Environ-
ment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) na 
walang ibang paraan 
para isalba ,at maphda-
mi pa ang isdang tawilis 
nialiban sa pagpatupad 
ng fishing ban kaya sa 
kabila ng pagtutol ng 
sektor.  ng  mangigisda 
ay kailangan itong ipa-
tupadr 

ment, Secretary.Ben-
ny Antiporda- magIcalca-
roon ng close season ang 
Thal Lake para magka-
roon ng breeding time 
ang tawilis -  

ntin papa- A  
yagan ria tuluyarigmagla-
ho ang lahing tawilis na 
isda so magIcakaroon po 
ng close season ang atin 

pong lake para masiguro lution that will obvious- 	Kung ganito ulna- 
lang natin na magkaroon ly put the livelihood no ang patuloy na ma-
ng breeding time 'ring-"of small' fisherfolk at gigirig sistenia sa Taal 
nigalawilis," pahayag ni stake," pahayag hi Pam., Lake ay hind' lamang 
Antiporda. 	 bansang .Lakas ng.  Kilu: hiig tawilis ang rimuubos 

. Una nang sinabi ng sang Mamhthalakaya ng kundi maging iba pang 
Bureau of Fisheries and .. P.ilipinas .(Painalakaya) saga klase ngisda,, 
Aquatic Ftesottrces (BEAR) ' National Chairperson 	Iclinagclag pa ni Hi- 
na buwan ng Marso.pla- Fernando Hicap. 	cap na maraming mangi- 
nong siinulan wig 3 bu- 	Ani Hicap; ang•mga gisda• ang inawaWalam. 
wang fishing ban 	. 	fish pen 'na nagkulcul....•ng hanapbtihay sa oras 

Hang ,m ga negos- ture ng 	bioinvasive nalpatimad ang fishing 
yante at mg4 mangi- fish species ay hindi lang "- ban na sa 'bandang hull 
ngisda ang uthaalma sa nagdudulcit ng polusyon .ay hindi tin masosolus-

-fishing ban sa katwirang ... at nagpapasikip,.sa lawa yunan,ang nroblenta, hi-
hind i umano ito ang kundi nagbigay daan din ling ng-grupoia gobyer-
solusyon sa problema I ito para kainin ang.mgaz rincina tignanumannang 
kundi ang tamang regu4 mania na 	• , 1Problema at •iinliestiga- 

.lasyon lamang • sa pag- 	GiitngPamalaiáyahahähthtg punot dulo nito. 
tatayo ng alga fish pen. • inayroong g,00(Taqui.j(Tiria Mehdoza) 

. ?Instead ,of compre-"_,E Cinture'strixtures 
hensively and litilistical: .'iLike .sa liabila•ng 2,342 
ly addressing the short- dctaryalamang an,g carry- • 
age of tawilis, BFAR is , lng capacity ng lawapara 
resorting to a futile so- sa aquaculture.. 
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Cebu City third district Rep. • 	. 
Gwendolyn Garcia Will have to 	' • 
stana trial for graft And malversation 
in connection with the provincial 
government's alleged anomalous 
purchase of a parcel 'of land When she 

` Was governor in 2008. 
a resolution obtained by reporters 

yesterday, the Sandiganbayarfs SeCond 
Division said Garcia failed to raise any 
new,arguments that would warrant the 
reversal of its.Nov. 19, 2018 resolution 
denying her motion' to' dismiss the cases. 

"The allegations made.., in her 
motion for reconsideration ire-  rner 
lengths'ffiiteraiions Of the arguments 
she-interposed in her previous motions 
Which Haveteen passed upon, discussed
and judiciously resolved in the ais-ailed 

-1  ' 	.  

By ELIZABETH MARCELO - — 	resolution," the court ruling read. 	, be considered an unreasonable and I ,  
Garcia sought the dismissal of the , 	arbitrary delay," the Sandigarta an 

charges filed against her, saying the , •• ruling penned by' Associate Justice . 
Office of the ,Ombudsmariviolaticl her 	1 Lorifel PahiMna read. I

• 	
, 	•. 

constitutional 'right ffisPeedyiesolution 	Garcia is facing technical' • 
of the cases when it took almost three"-i-, MalversatiOn and tWo Counts Of graft - 

% years to finish its.Ituffistigation before • ' over the purchase of a 24.9-hectare , 
'filing the case in court. • 	 property in Tiga•an; Naga, Cebu worth 

Garcia aid She Would suffer the.' 	P98.926 million ffit the provincial 
"hegatiVe consehherices" 'of the 	governineht's housing and seaport 
inordinate delay of the ombudsman. • projects.. 
She said it might take the prosecution 30 • 	The ombtidsmaiisaid Garcia. 	• 

• years to rest its case. 	 . •• ••• ' 	conspired with other prOvincial officials 
In an opposition paper, the 	• 	t; to enter into a contract that was grossly 

offibudsmants proSecution team - „ .1- disadvantageous' to the government. 
maintained that the delays in the trial of It  Yi The Department Of Environment _i• 
the -,-ises were caused by, Garcia heffielf. and Natural Resources 'said at least 

. 	."The time it took the ombudsman ," tj • 19.67 hectares of the Property Were 
to complete the investigation and the • found 'unfit for }Inman settlement and 
time the plaintiff hirlifficsIctifed the j , construction of an international seaport 

liristant'caseAbefore this court can hardly Ii  because they were submerged in water. 

• 

  

rAGE DAM': 

  

    

      

Saridigah to proceed With triallif:GWeridairdireia.  
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POSTSCRIPT 
FEDERICO D. PASCUAL Jr; 

Reviving idle nuclear 
plant a flawed idea? • 	COMES now a science professor 

emeritus of the University of 
Illinois questioning the sales 

talk of an American environmentalist 
who came over last week to urge the • 
government to use nuclear energy to 
generate cheaper ,electricity.

•   The debate pits Dr. Kelvin S. Ro- - 
dolfo, professor emeritus of earth • 
and environmental sciences; Univer- 
sity of Illinois at ChiCago; versits Michael Shellenberger, 
president of Environmental Progress, who holds a mas . 
ter's degree in cultural anthropology.,, 	. 
' As reported in our Postscript, of Jan, 22, Shellenberger 

Suggested.during his visit - without giving a feasibility 
study - the reactivation of the mothballed 600-megawatt 
,(per original design) nuclear, power plant in Morong, 
Bataan. httpsiltinyiirl.com/ycgmicypy  

. 	. 	. 

Rcidolfo Shot that down as a bad idea: Aside from 
submitting research findings on the geological risks in 
the BNPP-site near Mt. 'Natildin Bataan, Rodolfo called 
attention to these pointa: 

Nuclear weapthry and nuclear energy are .insepa-
rable twins that should be studied together.'  
, 	• .Uranitintis not a local fuel, and its use would place 
the Philippines, at the mercy of foreign producers. • 
, • Uranium is •a; finite and shrinking resource that is . 

increasingly competed for as reactors proliferate globally. 
' • Uranium is not as 'carbon free' as Shellenberger and 

thenu'cl ear lobby say,•making.1 /3rd as much carbon diox-
ide per kilowatt as natural gas before reaching the reactor. 

• Nuclear wastes remain toxic for hundreds of thou- 
i.-1a6 of.years, and permanent waste storage has 'yet to 

be achieved by any,country. 
Rodolfo recalled that on Oct. 16, 2017, Shellenberger 

wrote: "Fifty-one nations have nuclear energy; just nine 
have weapons. What.more proof is needed that nuclear 
energy,prevents the spread Of nuclearweapons than the 
fact thatSouth Korea has nuclear energy and no weapon 
while Noith -KOrea twaS denied' nuclear energy and ob- 
tanked 	

. , 
'a weapon?" 	- 	' . • 

	

, Then on Oct. 30,2017, hefold t 	

I -• 

heIAEA: "On e of FOE-
Greenpeace biggest lies about nuclear energy is ,that it 
leads- to weapons. Korea demonstrates that the opposite 
is- true: North Korea has a nuclearbomb and no`nuclear 
energy/while Soutly.Kcirea -has nuclear energy and no 
bomb."' 	. 	 . 

L.IBut less than a year later (Aug. 29,2918) Shellenberger 
wrote in 'Fprbes.cotri(https.'lltitiyurl.coin/y9191ihriy).: "xxx 
Of the 26 nations around the World that are building or,, 
are committed to build nuclear power plants, 23 have a - 

. weapon, had a weapon, or have shown interest in acquir- - 
ing a WeapOn..... 	 . 	., 	. 	. . 

-,- c,17he 13 nations thathain weapons program, or have . 
stioWn intereAt in ac.quirip, g a weapon, are Argentina, A;r-1  ' 
merua, Bangladesh, Brazil, Egypt, Iran, Japan, Rdinania, 

, Sandi Arabia, Sonthketteli; Taiwan, Turkey, Uriffell'Arab 
Einikafg (UAE). 	, 

''This trend fits the historic pattern. In the-  60 years Of 
civilian nudearpower, at least 20 nations sought nuclear 
power at least in part to give themselves the option of 
creating a nuclear weapon...._  

, F.-5(XX While thane 23 nations clearly have motives other 
than national security for pursuing nuclear energy, gain-
ing weapons latency appears to be the difference-maker 

"xxx After over 60 years of national security driving 
nuclear power into the international system, we' can 
now add 'preventing war' to the list of nuclear energy's 
„superior characteristics?" 

Exclaiming "Abo.ba you!" Rodolfo advised whoever.  
"irriported" Shellenberger as his advocate for opening 
BNPP: "His credentials need seriouis examination because 
the issue is aroatter of life and death for Filipinos, long 
after he leaves the country. SO what if Time once named 
him 'Hero of the Environment'?" 

'Sounds like a snake-oil salesman' 
.,,,THE REASONS giVenty the Cory Aquino administra-

tiOn for not operating the,BNPP were its Supposedly being 
unsafe sitting close to' Mt. Natib, as being riddled with 
technical defects, and its being a bitter fruit of Marcosian 
corruption. 	 • 

The project, whose, principal cost was $1,419,380,000 
($74118,730,000 when interest is added) was overpribed by 
.$369 million-based on the presumed dean $1,050,000,000 
priee of Kori-II, a Korean plant that is a virtual twin in 
age and design of the BNPP. * 	 . age, 

to the same Postscript of Jan. 22, Rene AV 
Saguisag, one of the closest advisers of Cory Aquino, 
wrote us: 

. • "I read with interest your column on shifting to nuclear 
energy. I chaired the Cabinet Committee (1986) and the 
Senate Committee (1987-1992) on•the Bataan nuke power 
plant. Experts convinted .us then-  that safety concerns 
aside, it was beyond economic repair, The 70's model may 
need upgrading and may be morecostly now to put it on 
line, instead of building anew one' from the ground up. 

."If there is a Three Mile Island (1979), Chernobyl (1986) 
and Fukushima (2011) nuke disaster, do we have the ex-
perience and expertise to deal with same? We are not as 
technologically sophisticated as theAmericans, Russians 
and Japanese, given our puede-nn-balrala-tia mentality. Left 
with the American jeep in 1945, Japan now has the Lexus; 
we have the dyipni, uncomfortable, dangerous, with a lot 
of borloloy. So Pinoyescple. 

-,"What doWe do with the nuke waste? We cannot even 
handle our ordinary waste problerit 

"If not in Bataan, where then? NIMBY, Not in my 
Backyard, baby. We add the hidddn social cost and the 
price would be humongous-indeed. Unaffordable, from 
where I sit. 

"This is a country where taking the Skyway from 
. Makati to Alabang, one ends up with heavy traffic in the 
toll plaza, which.common sense says should be like that 
in Balintawak, by simply widening it.And then after get-
ting past the plaza, going to San-  Bede Law Alabang, for 
a long stretch, one lane! Suppose my old vehicle (Starex) 
makes fink (our Safari goes back to 1994)? 

. 	"I live in Palanan;Makati. Going up the Skyway from 
the Buendia overpass, one goes down to the right, com-
peting with vehicles crossing from the-right, etc.. Weird. 
And I became a widower partly cuz from Pasay Road, 
there is - no dear view of traffic coming from the south, 
etc. So accident-prone. 

"Any expert saying that no one died from radiation 
in Chernobyl sounds like a,snake-oil salesman to me." • 

• 
ADVISORYf All Postscripts can be accessed at ma-

nilarnail.com. Follow author on Twitteras OFDPascual. 
Email feedback to fdp333@yahoo.com  
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