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DENR to hold ehwronment summit In February”

By RHODINA VILLANUEVA

A summit will be held in Manila
next month to address environmental
problems in relation to sustainable
development.

Slated on Feb. 9 to 11 at the SMIX
Convention Center in Pasay City,
the “First Philippine Environment
Summit: Breakthroughs and Innova-
tions toward Sustainable Develop-
ment” will be co-hosted by the De-
partment ot Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR).

Environment Secretary Ramon
Paje said at least 1,000 participants
from various sectors are expected
at the event co-organized by the
Green Convergence for Sate Food,
Healthy Environment and Sustain-
able Economy:.
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“Participants include representa-
tives from government, academe,
church groups, civil society and
other environmental organizations,”
he said.

The summit, with its theme

Cneemngj Iﬂgether Growing Bet- -
ter,” will highlight the importance of

concerted action to effectively resolve
environmental problems, especially
climate change, Paje said.

He pointed out that unity in re-
solving environmental problems was
necessary to meet the global agenda
atfirmed in two major environmental
events in 2015: the issuance of Pope
Francis” encyclical on the environ-

em in ]une and the 21st Conference

- e sl 8 s e

of Parties (COP21) to the United Na-
tions Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change in Paris last December.

“The summit will showcase break-
throughs and innovations that con-
tribute to environmental pmte{,tmn
while encouraging eollectwe action
in addressing policy gaps,” Paje said.

The event will be composed ot

plenary sessions, an exhibit on out-

standing environmental practices
and technologics, and a recognition
cercmony for eco-champions from
local ¢ government units.

Three sessions will be held to
feature working, sustainable and
innovative programs. These are safe

food healthy env1mnmem and SUS-

ment s

tainable economy,

The session on satety will tocus on
food security and the effect of chemi-
cal fertilizers and pesticides on soil.

Topics include orgamic agriculture,
safe tood m.:muiaatumwrf health and
food, and urban gardemng and solid
waste management.

‘\/Iednwhlle the healthy environ-
session will discuss threats of
climate change on ccosystem health,
with topics on hea Ithy land, water
and air, and on climate change ad-
aptation and mitigation, disaster risk
education and management.

A representative from the French
cmbassy 1s also expodciodd 'o give an
update on the COPT during this
Session.
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'DENR to host first
environment summit

T HE Department of Environment and Natural

Resources (DENR) will play cohost next

month to a three-day, first-of-its-kind
summit dedicated to environmental issues and their
interrelation with sustainable development.

To be held from February 9 to 11, the “First Philippine
Environment Summit: Breakthroughs and Innovations
toward Sustainable Development” will bring together
some 1,000 stakeholders from various sectors.

It is coorganized by the Green Convergence for
Safe Food, Healthy Environment and Sustainable
Economy. Participants include representatives from the
government, academe, church groups, civil society and
other environmental organizations.

The summit, with its theme “Greening Together,
Growing Better,” will highlight the importance
of concerted action to effectively resolve
environmental problems, especially climate change,

according to Environment Secretary Ramon J.P. Paje.
Jonathan L. Mayuga
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- LEGAZPI CITY, Albay - A badly
wounded one-year old rare Philip-
pine Hawk Eagle endemic to the
country was recovered in the moun-

- tainous part of Camalig, Albay, and
later succumbed after it was turned
over by the police to Albay Park and

'Wildlife authorities last Tuesday.

Dr. Luis Adonay, Albay Provincial
Veterinary Office chief confirmed
that the rare bird sustained a fatal
gunshot wound to the left lower
breast area. |

“It 1s possible that the internal
organs were hit by the bullet which

‘resulted to death,” Adonay said.

He said that the Hawk Eagle has
a wingspan of 1 meter, weighed 2
kilos and at is least 1 year old.

“We will send people to Cama-
lig tomorrow to at least know the
origin of the eagle. Mati-trace natin

~ yun. I believe na alaga (pet) siya at
nakawala dahil na rin sa katawan
nitong mataba,” Adonay narrated.

He added that the bird may have
been shot a few hours after it was
discovered, Tuesday afternoon as | |
suggested by the fresh wounds. authorities. - - paramaisalba yung ibon, pero di na ki-

Dr. Manny Victorino, veterinar- “Ayon sa sinabi ng pulis na nag naya dahil sa tama ng bala. Posibleng
lan of the Albay Park and Wildlife turn over sa amin, yung ibon ay na-  airgun ang ginamit na baril dahil hindi
said that the bird was found at Qui-* kuha ng isang residente at dinala sa lumusot ang bala sa katawan nito at
tuinan Hills by a concerned citizen pulis, at dinala din dito sa Albay Park embedded pa rin yung bullet sa loob

~ who turned over the rare species to  and Wildlife at ginawa namin anglahat ng katawan niya,” Victorino said.

| | _H o
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Phi eagle shot dead in Albay

By CECILLE SUERTE FELIPE

A Philippine hawk eagle,
locally known as lawin, died
after being shot by a still un-
identified person in Camalig
town in Albay Tuesday after-
noon.

Regie Imperial, 37, adriver,
found the eagle with a bullet
wound in the left side of the
chest in the mountainous area

- of Barangay Tingao at around
3 p.m., Sr. Insp. Maria Luisa
Calubaquib, spokesman for
the Bicol region police, said.
Calubaquib said they
turned the eagle over to the
Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) office in Albay for
treatment. But the hawk died.

| Author1t1es said the bird
could have been shot between

1 p.m. and 2 p.m. as the wound
was still fresh when the eagle
was brought in. |

Reports said the hawk

had a wingspan of at least

one meter, weighed two
kilos and was around a year

old.
* Calubaquib said they would

conduct a probe to trace the

origin of the bird.
In August 2014, a Philippine
hawk eagle was shot dead in

a forest in Sto. Domingo town

in Albay.

- The DENR appealed to the

“public, especially those who

shoot birds and wild animals

for fun, to stop this kind of

activity and warned that they
could be held liable for killing
endangered species.

Under Republic Act 9147
or the Wildlife Resources
Conservation and Protection
Act, a person caught in pos-
session of vulnerable species
can be fined from P10,000 to

P200,000 and jailed for one

day up to six months.

If found guilty of killing

of endangered species, the

offender can be imprisoned

~for two to four years and be

made to pay a fine of P30,000
to P300,000.

-— -
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DAVAO CITY - The Community
Environment and Natural Resources
Office (CENRO) of the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) is reminding all candidates
not to post their campaign ads on trees
which 1s prohibited and punishable
under the Omnibus Election Code.

CENRO Officer Bernardino Juson
said politicians violating election policy
on posting of campaign ads could be
sanctioned with prison correctional or
suspension with six months and one
day to six years imprisonment.

CENRO 1s the agency deputized by
Commission on Election (Comelec)
resolution 6616 to remove campaign
materials in public places outside the
common poster areas.

Juson said, “Alam naman ng mga

- A N P R W LT T a1 RS LR AR R P R A A

Don’t post campaign ads
on trees, politicians told

politiko na bawal mag kabit ng posters
sa mga puno especially yung mga naka
pako. Yung mga tao lang naman nila
ang nag lalagay (The politicians know
that putting especially nailing posters
on trees are prohibited. Their support-
ers are the ones putting them).”

He said that during the 2013 elec-
tion, there was one politician who came
to their office to apologize after his sup-
porters nailed his poster on trees.

Juson said politicians are respon-
sible even if their supporters were the
ones who posted or nailed campaign
posters on trees and other areas out-
side common poster areas.

He admitted that they also fear for
their safety when they remove post-
ers on trees because some support-
ers think they belong to the opposing

party.

Juson has asked the assistance
of the Philippine National Police to
ensure their safety while doing their
job. (PNA)
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- “-"_Lawmakers asked yesterday the
¢ government to conduct cloud seeding
- operations in places affected by

- - El Nifio phenomenon. Cagayan de

- Oro Rep. Rufus Rodriguez and his

- younger brother, ABANTE Mindanao

. party-list Rep. Maximo Rodriguez Jr.

; - urged the Department of Agriculture
.+ and the Bureau on Soil and Water

- .Management to conduct cloud

,,- - seeding eperatlons in Cagayan de

. Oro City to mitigate the impact of EI

~ Nifio phenomenon, They expressed

o concern that as early as May 2015,
" 15 barangays in Cagayan de Oro have’
~ been placed under state of calamity
due to the effects of El Nifio and
. damages to agriculture almost reached
- P60 million. (Charissa M. Luci)
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Climate change losses for Southeas
Asia weII above prewous

ARIS -
€ impacts of climate change

- 60% higher than prewously
estlmated, reducing the region’s gross
tdomestic product (GDP):by up to 11% by
2100, according to a new Asian Develop-

ment Bank (ADB) study. The analysis
is an update to a 2009 ADB report that

estimated a 7% annual reduction in eco-
nomic output due to climate change.

“The economic costs of not reining

in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions

are more serious than we previously °
,” said ADB Chief Economist

estima
Shang Jm Wei. “At the same time, this

new study also shows that reducing

emissions and stabilizing the climate
will produce benefits and avoid losses
for Southeast Asia, which in the long run
sharply outweigh the costs of action.”

An ADB Brief which summarizesthese

findings, Southeast Asia and the Econom-
ics of lobal Climate Stabilization, was

released during the COP21 conference on

climate change in Paris. The study looks

at the economic impact of climate change

across a range of scenarios, including
business-as-usual, and another which sees
countries take steps to limit their GHG
emissions to keep temperatures from ris-
ing above 2 degrees Celsius.

The global analysis. focuses on the
region’s five largest economies, Indone-
sia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand,

and Vietnam, which.account for 90% of

the region’s emlsswns

Economic losses from =

in Southeast Asia could be

'.‘:-'-

1'¥

L] b . .
T

The study quantifies the
net benefits to the region from

" acting to stabilize the climate,
- which are estimated at asmuch

as five to 11 times more than
the net costs. It assessed di-
rect benefits from less ¢limate
change, such as improved crop
yields, as well as the effects of

~improved air quality and bet-

ter transportation that come
directly from steps to reduce

emissions. Those steps are
-~ also found to cost less as a

share of GDP than the region
has already been spending on
energy policies, such as fossil
fuel subsidies.

Reducing emissions will
require action on a number of
fronts, including a sharp reduc-
tion in the rate of deforestation,
which accounts for the major-
ity of Southeast Asia’s current
emissions. Averting defores-

‘tation represents the lowest

cost opportunity for emissions
reductions and could generate
half of the cumulative regional
mitigation through the mid-2030s.

The region must also step up efforts
on energy efficiency with technologies
that improve and reduce power use,
which is found as the biggest source
of long-term emissions reduction. The
study notes that without changing exist-

‘ing energy use patterns, which include



fc‘l
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above ?rcwous ufimali — ADB

"
I.“J

fast growing use of coal and oil, GHG

emissions are likely to be 60% hlgher
in 2050 than in 2010.

Reducing emissions is also contin-

gent on developing and introducing

low-carbon energy technologies, which
would allow the GDP cost of decarbon-

ization to peak within 20 to 25 years.

Ciimate Change? (Photo by Rle!lard Whillams nn_d licensed for reuse under Creative Commons License)

|
’

Carbon capture and storage is a key
technology to reduce emissions that the
region should explore further.

- The study notes that costs of climate
stabilization will rise by 60% in 2050
if a global climate agreement to curb
carbon emissions is delayed by just a
decade.
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New warning issued

on climate change

| MOSCOW - On December 12, 2015,
' the landmark COP 21 treaty madeit clear
' that average global temperatures must

' be kept “well below” 2 degrees Celsius

from pre-industrial temperature levels.

A new climate change report published
Monday takes the warnings a step fur-

ther, detaihng that petroleum and natural
gas are better left in the ground.

According to scientists and environ-
mentalists, the risk remains that the con-
tinued development of carbon-rich depos-
its around the world will harm the planet,
Increasing temperatures and negating all
efforts at mitigating climate change.

Fossil fuels should no longer be
extracted, refined, burned or combined
with other compounds, whether in prod-
ucts or as fuel, states the “Keep It in
the Ground” report prepared by Sierra
Club, Greenpeace, and 350.org.

“With the historic climate accord
set 1n Paris last year, nearly 200 nations
from around the world set an expiration
date for fossil fuels,” said Lena Moffitt,
director of the Sierra Club’s Beyond
Dirty Fuels campaign. “Now we must
rise to the occasion by transitioning to
100 percent clean and renewable energy
sources, and leave dirty fuels where
they belong-in the ground.”

To mitigate the effects of an ongoing
environmental catastrophe, greenhouse
gas emissions in China, the US, Russia
~and the Arctic must be limited, and
coal and oil reserves “must all remain
unused,” the study stressed.

One measure to begin the end of fos-
sil fuel use, stated by executive director
of the Sierra Club Michael Brune, sug-
gests that, “Instead of blindly allowiné
destructive fracking to continue in our
communities, we should extend state-
wide fracking bans, like the one in New
York, and moratoriums, like the one in
Maryland, that will keep dirty, climate-
polluting fossil fuels like fracked gas in
the ground and invest in truly clean,
renewable sources of energy that don’t
come with the threat of poisoned drink-
Ing water and climate disaster.”

The 350.org executive director May
Boeve echoed Brune’s assertions, add-
Ing that it’s crucial to stop burning fossil
fuels, and prevent fossil fuel companies
from expanding oil and gas exploration
and extraction.

“At this point, continuing to burn
fossil fuels is truly lethal,” Boeve said.
“The effort by fossil fuel companies to
dig up and burn coal, oil and gas despite
the consequences is the biggest threat
our planet faces. All around the world
people are now mobilizing to keep fossil
tfuels in the ground.”

“Chimate change is already bringing
flood waters and wildfires right to our
doorsteps,” she added.

Greenpeace US climate director
Kelly Mitchell stressed the necessity of
a coordinated global effort to leave fossil
fuels in the ground, especially in areas,
“from Arctic oil to Powder River Basin
coal.” (PNA/Sputnik)
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Inirekomenda ni Pasig

_C1ty Rep. Roman Romu-

lo na tkunsidera ang pag-
buo ng bagong departa-
mento na mangunguna sa

pagpapagaan ng impact

lalo na sa mga komuni-

dad na inaasahang matin-
-ding mapupuntlrya ng cli- -

mate change
Ayon sa ‘solon, dapat

maging sentro  sa pre-
‘parasyon ng implemen- -

tasyon ng Paris Agree-
ment na napagkayarian

noong Disyembre ng na-

kalipas na taon ang pag-
tatatag ng bagong kaga-
waran na espesyal na tu-

tutok sa problema ng pag-

babago ng klima. .
“I totally agree that

only an integrated, all- .

government and all-of-
society approach, can ef-

fectively deal with the

challenges posed by what

‘the United Nations has

described as an ‘age of
megacrlses’ ” pagpupun—
to nt Romulo.

“This 1s why I have

long been advocating for
‘the creation of a new de-

partment that would focus
on preparing our commu-
nities, responding to their

needs, and rebuilding if

necessary when disaster

strikes,” dagdag nito.

FAIRS OFFICE NEWS

Bagong departamento itatag,
ipansalag sa climate change

Bmangglt ng mamba-

| batas angisang pag-aaralf |
na kinomisyon ni UN
_Secretary General Ban
Ki-moon na nagsasabing

ang mga bansana peligro-

so at nakalawit sa mga ka-
lamidad ay dapat magka-

roon -ng pondo na maaa-
ring 1laan sa ano mang la-
yunin kabilang na ang hu-
manitarian response na

hindi malalagay sa balag
ng alanganin ang finan-
- cial stability. |

Binibigyang-diinuma-
no sa naturang pag-aaral

ang kahalagahan ng pag-
“kakaroon ng lokal at pam-

- bansang kapasidad sa cri- -
sis prevention at pagtugon

sa disaster risk reduction.

. Iginiit nito na ang

bagong kagawaran ay

maaaring mag-absorb
sa mga tungkulin gayun-
dinsamgakawaningibapang
ahensya gaya ng NDRRMC

at Chimate Change Commis-

SI0n O maging ang PAGASA

at Phivolcs.

- “This agé of mega—ﬂ

crises requires us to think
boldly, to imagine new
ways that could effectively

- protect our people from the
dangers that lie ahead, that

threaten the very life of our
planet,” batay pa kay Ro-
mulo. (Aries Cano)

. “J*H-Ri

T ] et L e i R e DR e iR T L iy il O e LY . JAR b i Bk o AT B

UPPER

CLIPPINGS

o L o Ty R I O - el el s e e L e

|

Lo B R T



2 8 JAN 2016

Ry g e A e’ MY MI e W e e o el S el Y e T e Il g el Uy afld Al T - o -l il Ll e b BT L

DOATE

ik Loty S =iyt by’ Py o A iyl = P e e L e e W e - BN L o L, P AW T R P . gt el m e AT )

- fﬂ\ {: E

R el Wi W Pl iy "= M1l & iy i~ PR T ek Ll B T s — L T, Pl P et ot T L Py W = g ke xRt 1 T e e {0 Y Al 2 A A iy

gy e s gyl v B b T el mimeiall Bl sl e . + Wbl S Wl - S, e 2 e, e Al - el b e b da-t e M e Y e

Y oW N Bl ook 3N : LC)V\ JER H AL!“‘

R e ey oy P T I TR S T e o, S ) e ) A e S A R aRRL Lani gl : T TR gl D e

WIBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE NEWS CLIPPINGS




g . 2 o Ay & fuk - Py L
u e Bl T S
- L A "

TUPPER HALF

. - el syl . ¥ Byt LL T

" T.OWER HAL

STRATEGIC C OMMUNIMTION AND INTITIVES SERVICE

i R TR U W BT e SRR v N T B SR SR B 1

- #Eleksyon20]6 The Lumad
“and mining mterests

‘driver towards industrialization
and jobs creation and the develop-
ment of the countryside,” he has -
said. (The Standard, 16 Sept 2015) "
Taking from the Chamber of KSA'FlI}m‘T‘
Mines, the VP says “mining and

biodiversity conservation can co- . SANTIAGO

F there is an issue that should

be part of the decision to
vote for anyone at all this com-
ing elections, it is the Lumad
killings, and the injustice that
those who survive continue to
live with. Thousands of Lumad

~ TRADIKAL
! RADIKAL

are 1n evacuation centers, living
on lugaw if there is food at all,
away from the productivity of
caring for their land, away from

the schools that nurture their
children, away from their homes.

The bigger picture we are look-
Ing at is that of mining, and how
the next president must choose

a side: the Lumad and their an- _

cestral lands or the transnatlonal

mining firms and the busmess

they bring in.
There is no in-betweens here.
One cannot stand for one and not

exist,” but also that 1t has been

hsub]ected to “catch and go poli-

cies” under the current adminis-
tration. (The Standard, 16 Sept
2015) What VP Binay is talking
about is the kind of taxes impOSed

on mining companies and the

goal of milking profits out of this

- foreign investment.

But given the kind of environ-
mental degradation they effect,
given the biodiversity and natural
resources that these inevitably en-
danger, should taxes really be our
main concern? One also wonders

- ) _'One wo;nde_,rlsf -,lf the Senator

realizes that as far as the Lumad
and their ancestral lands are
concerned, a discussion of shares
is not even on the table. For the
Lumad, the entry of mining com-
panies is already unacceptable, the

“discussion about prices and prof-

its absolutely irrelevant: they are
not to mine these lands the way

transnational mining wants to do
it. To speak of profit sharing as the
major problem with mining is to
fail at taking the Lumad’s concerns
into consideration.

stand against the other. how the VP would reconcile his And yet Senator Poe sought to have
stand in favor of mining given in- an inquiry about the “increasing
Blnay, mlnlng digenous people’s lands, and the gravity of alleged harassment, killings

and pohcy

In September, soon after news
broke that Lumad leaders were
killed in Lianga town, Surigao del
Sur on September 1, Vice Presi-
dent Jejomar Binay condemned
the killing of Lumad leaders,

expressing “concern over the mass

displacement of Lumad in the
CARAGA region because of al-
leged atrocities being committed
by militiamen.” (7The Standard 10
Sept 2015) The VP also said: “The
undisputed fact is that three per-
sons have been killed, atrocities

- were committed and communities

forced out of their homes. This
alone cries out for immediate gov-
ernment action.” (7he Standard, 10
Sept 2015)

[t is not clear though how this
strong conviction to protect and
seek justice for the Lumad might
happen vis a vis his strong con-
viction in favor of mining opera-
tions in the country: “The mining
industry could be the biggest
contributor to the Phlhpplne
economy and could be the key

rights of the Lumad and our IPs.

Poe, mining

and profit-sharing

Senator Grace Poe meanwhile
seems to believe that what must
go hand-in-hand with her stand
in favor of mining, is the passage
of the Freedom of Information

Bill (FOI), as this would require

government to “mandatorily dis-

close all mining contracts to the
‘generai public.” (The Standard, 16

Sept 2014) The Senator’s concern
with mining is primarily about
how profitable these mining
interests in the country are, and
the kind of sharing that happens
across all pertinent sectors. “Our
government needs the transpar-
ency report to help it compute the
right formula for what constitutes

as fair and equitable share for ev-

eryone 1nvolved.” (The Standard,
16 Sept 2014)

forced evacuations and dispossession
of ancestral lands in communities
and tribal schools of Lumad areas,
perpetuated by military.” (Inter-
aksyon, 8 Sept 2015) She aimed
to “immediately put an end to the

‘Incidents, mete out the appropriate

sanctions to those liable, and formu-
late legislative measures to further
protect and improve the welfare and
well-being of various indigenous
peoples and tribes in the Philippines”
(Im‘eraksyon 8 Sept 2015).

But at the heart of the dlSpOS-
session of ancestral lands are the
mining interests in this region.
To the Lumad I have spoken to,
the only reason military units are
even in their communities is the
presence of these mining interests;
the reason there are paramilitary
forces is the lure of these mining
interests; the reason fear is be-
ing sowed in their communities
enough for them to choose evacu-
ation centers despite horrid—!iv-
Ing conditions, is the same these
mining interests.



The

Roxas, Nickel Asia,
Taganito Mining,
'SR Mining

Ex-DILG and DOTC Secretary
Mar Roxas might be the only
presidential candidate who has
come face-to-face - at least to the
public’s knowledge - with the Lu-
mad. In early September, he was
in Tandag City Surigao del Sut and
walked into a tent where displaced
Lumad were temporarily staying,
Roxas dared ask them: “Ilang araw
na kayo dito? Bakit hindi pa kayo
bumabalik sa Lianga?” -
- Alumad man responded in his
language (translated here via Bu-
latlat.com and Kodao): “Because
there are still soldiers there, Sir.”
To which Roxas replied: “So ...
hindi ba sila nagbigay proteksyon
sa inyo?”

A Lumad woman responded:
"What protection? They are the

ones killing our families there,”
Roxas replies: “Sundalo?” To
which the same woman says:
“Who else? Bagani and the sol-
diers.” (Bulatlat.com / Kodao, 10
Sept 2015)

If this piece of information truly
surprised Roxas, then he does
not deserve the presidency. Be-
cause he is also probably the only
presidential candidate who has had
his hands dipped in mining as a
member of this administration.
In September 2013, Roxas spoke
about the opening of Nickel Asia in
Sungao dei Norte: “This facility, the
second of its kind in the country,

)/VLVH&' f} 0 H('} W'rwﬁ
is considered single largest foreign
direct investment in the mining

Jusiness Wor
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industry today, amounting to P65.8
billion. It will also strengthen the
Philippines’ foothold as a vital
source of transition metals in the
international market.” (Rappler.
com, 5 Sept 2013)

Along with its subsidiary firm
Taganito Mining, there is docu-
mented evidence of the environ-
mental problems that Nickel Asia
has wrought in the areas where
it has mines, and even as Roxas
spoke about the opening of Nickel
Asia in Surigao, the Church, our
indigenous people’s groups, and
concerned sectors had already
stood up against mining and its
adverse effects, not just on the
environment, but also on the
societies and communities that
they intervene in. (Environmental
Justice Atlas, accessed 27 Jan, (Min-
danews, 4 Aug 2010, 8 Feb 2009)
There is a plunder case against
SR Metals Inc., also i Sungao,
owned by Miguel Alberto Gutier-
rez and Eric Gutierrez, “said to be
close political supporters” of the
President and Roxas. (Inquirer.net,

3 Mar 2015)
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Roxas has defended the presence
ot the military in Lumad com-
munities: “The government has
to enter these areas by providing
services, justice, fairness. <...>
[ndigenous peoples are in peril
because they live in places that
are rich in minerals and trees,
timber. The reason why they are in
peril is because the Left, as well as
others who wish to exploit those

-~ minerals and natural resources ate

probably. using or trying to use
them. <...> As I said, what the Left
fears are not the soldiers. Rather,
what they fear are roads. As soon
as you have government pres-
ence in those areas, indigenous
peoples will no longer be taken
advantage of, or used as pawns.”
({nteraksyon, 10 Nov 2015)

The anti-Left rhetoric notwith-
standing, what might be worse
than the failure of Binay and Poe
to make the connection between
the Lumad killings and mining
interests, is the decision of some-
one like Roxas to ignore what the
Lumad themselves have told him:
that it is the soldiers that have
pushed them to leave their homes.

The worst decision just might
be having another President who
does not know how to listen.



PORMAL nang ipinagka-

loob ng Korea Internatio- -

nal Cooperation Agency
{KOICA) sa National Wa-
ter Resources Board
(NWRB) ang final output
ng isinagawa nitong pro-
yekto na “Establishment
of an Integrated 3D Geo-
graphical Information
System-based Water Re-
sources Management Sys-
tem in the Province of
Pampanga and Bulacan”
o mas kilala bilang “Wa-
ter Philippines GIS Pro-
ject”.

Ang proyekto ay tulong
ng pamahalaan ng bansang
Korea na nagkakahalaga ng
US $3.5 million na pinasi-
mulan pa noong taong 2012
sakop ang GIS for river ba-
sin, dam automation, web-
site for water resources in-
formation, at ang monitoring
and evaluation system ng
ipo, Bustos at Angat dams.

Sinabi nga ni NWRB
Executive Director Sevillo D.
David, Jr. na ang proyek-
tong ito ay pangarap lamang
sa simula ngunit dahil sa tu-
long pinansiyal at teknikal na
ipinagkaloob ng KOICA, unti-
unti itong naging ganap na
katotohanan.

Sa loob ng tatlong taon,

nagkaloob din ang KOICAng

mga serye ng capacity-buii-
ding activities na kinapalo-
oban ng mga tauhan ng

i |
/
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\| LANG DIARYO NG MASA

ANG INYONG

NWRB, National !rrigation
Authority (N1A), Philippine
Atmospheric Geophysical
and Astronomical Services
Administration (PAGASA),
Country

nal Mapping and Resource
information Authority (NAM-
RIA), University of the Phi-
lippines ~ Disaster Risk and
Exposure Assessment for
Mitigation (UP DREAM Pro-
gram), Metropolitan Water-
works and Sewerage Sys-
tem (MWSS), Local Water
Utilities Administration
(LWUA) at Bureau of Re-
search and Standards
(BRS).

- Nauna nang binuksan
noong nakaraang taong
2015 ang isang Data Cen-
ter na lubhang makatutu-
long sa pagbabantay ng
Angat Dam na isa sa mga

Partrnership
Framework (CPF), Natio-

+*

pangurnang pinagkukunan
ng tubig ng mga naninira-
han sa Metro Manila na sa
pagtataya ay mayroong
higit sampung milyong po-
pulasyon, para sa hydro-
power supply para sa Lu-
zon grid na nagbibigay ng
kuryente, at irigasyon para
sa mga sakahan sa lalawi-
gan ng Bulacan at Pampan-

ga.
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- El Nifo parches A51a Pac1ﬁc ruins
crops, and drles up water sources

BANGKOK (Thomson Reuters Foun-

' dation) - Severe El Nifio-linked drought

has destroyed crops, killed farm animals
and dried up water sources across East
Asia and the Pacific, aid workers said,
and UNICEF appealed for $62 million
to assist children impacted by various
crises in the region. |
Humanitarian agencies are monitor-
Ing and responding to droughts and food

insecurity in an area from Indonesia and

the Philippines, southeast to Papua New
(zuinea and the Pacific Islands.

El Nifio is peaking at the moment,
and we expect the impacts to come up
after the peak,” said Krishna Krishna-
murthy, a regional climate risk analyst
for the World Food Programme.

Krishnamurthy visited East Timor

earlier this month and saw areas that

were parched even though their rainy
season was supposed to have started in
November.

“Rivers are completely dry in several
parts of the country,” he said, noting
some hard-hit areas were deceptively

green.
“I saw green paddy fields, but it’s

not rice — it’s weeds and grass. It’s dif-

ficult to monitor remotely (from satellite |
- 1mages). That’s why the pOSt-harvest

assessment will be quite critical.”

The El Nifio phenomenon, occurring
every few years and caused by unusual
warming of the Pacific Ocean, triggers
heavy rains and floods in South America
and dry, scorching weather in Asia and

East Africa, and usually lasts about one

year.

l
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‘Australia foreign minister sees
World support for Hague ruling

By THE ASSOGIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON, DC, United States

(AP) - An international arbitration case
over the disputed South China Sea that
has been boycotted by China will “settle
once and for all” whether artificial reefs
are entitled to territorial waters, Aus-
tralia’s top diplomat said Tuesday.

the ruling by the tribunal in the Hague
In the case brought by the Philippines
will be “extremely important” as a

statement of international principle.

She said that although Beijing is
saying 1t will not be bound by the ruling,
which is expected later this year, the tri-
bunal’s decision “will be embraced and
upheld by all other nations with claims

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop said -

China has built up several artificial
islands to advance its sweeping territorial
claims In the South China Sea, a major
thoroughfare for world trade. China says
its claims have a historical basis, but that
has brought it into conflict with other
claimants like the Philippines and Viet-
nam, and raised broader international
concerns over Beijing’s intentions.

“In my mind that arbitration will settle
once and for all the question of whether or
not an artificial reef can create some kind
of 12-nautical-mile buffer. Our belief is that
it does not as a matter of international
law,” Bishop told a seminar organized by
- the Center for a New American Security,
a Washington-based think tank.

or interests in the region.” >3

Australia is not among the claimant
governments in the South China Sea,
but Bishop said that like the US, it sup-
ports freedom of navigation and over-
flight. She sidestepped questions about
whether Australia, a close US ally,
would follow Washington in conducting
a freedom of navigation mission close
to China’s artificial islands. |

She called on Southeast Asian na-
tions and China to put in place a code
of conduct on behavior of nations in
the South China Sea - an Initiative
that has made little headway in the
past dozen years.

“We want to see de-escalation of ten-
sions in the region. We would hate for there

to be some kind of miscalculation that

would lead to conflict,” Bishop said.
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Scientists ID new genus of tree

fro gs long thought to be extlnct

NEW DELHI -

. For more than a

' centtu'y, two mysterious tree frog spem-

mens collected by a British naturalist in |

1870 and housed at the Natural History
Museum in London were assumed to be

part of a vanished species, never again

found in the wild. Until now.

A ,group of scientists, led 'by re-

nowned Indian biologist Sathyabhama

Das Biju, has rediscovered the frogs
and also identified them as part of a

‘new genus — one step higher than a
species on the taxonomic ranking. Not

only have they found the frogs in abun-

dance in northeast Indian jungles, they
believe they could also be living across
a wide swathe of Asia from China to

Thailand.

“This is an exciting find, but it
doesn’t mean the frogs are safe,” Biju

said, adding that he hopes the discovery

leads to more awareness of the dangers

of unfettered development to the ani-

mals. The frogs were found at high al-

titudes in four northeast Indian states |

underhmng the rain- soaked reglon S

role as a biodiversity hotspot.

- Some of the forest areas where
Biju’s team collected frogs in 2007 and
2008 were already slashed and burned

by 2014 for agricultural development.

‘The region’s tropical forests are quickly
disappearing because of programs to
~cut trees, plant rice, expand human
settlements and build roads. f
Industrial growth amid a decade-.
long economic boom has alsoincreased
~ pollution, to which frogs are particularly

vilnerable. That same sensitivity to

climate and water quality makes them
‘perfect environmental barometers,
* putting them at risk when ecological
- systems go awry. Of the more than
17,000 amphibian species known glob-
“ally, about 32 percent are threatened
with extinction, according to the In-

ternational Umon for Conservatlon of
Nature. - '
“This frog is facing extreme stress

m these areas, and could be pushed to

._I_-I._.-...‘ —_— —-11—*—.—--.—1‘-,-' - r

extinction 51mply from habltat loss ”
Biju said. “We’re lucky in a way to have
found it before that happens, but we're
all worried.”

~ Finding the frogs was an acmdent

~ The team had been searching the forest

floor for other amphibians in 2007 when,
one night, “we heard a full musical
orchestra coming from the treetops.
It was magical. Of course we had to

~Investigate,” Biju said.

For the study of the new frog genus,
Frankizalus, published Wednesday by
the Public Library of Science journal
PLOS ONE, Biju and his doctoral
students teamed up with researchers
from the central Indian state of Pune,
Sr1 Lanka, Brussels and the American
Museum of Natural History,

~ They looked at the frogs’ behavior,

~collected specimens and described
“their outer appearance and skeletal

features. But it wasn’t until they had
sequenced the frogs’ genetic code that

they confirmed it as a new genus, and

- surprisingly found another DNA
match from a single tadpole
specimen reported recently $¥o¢ YN
under a mlstaken 1dent1ty in s -
China. - Lt TR TS
~The frogs had long been-_
‘considered lost to science, with  §
the first — and only — previously
known specimens collected in
1870 by British naturalist T.C.
Jerdon in the forests of Darjeel- |
ing. Over decades, the frogswere i
reclassified at least four timesin  §
cases of incorrect identity as

- scientists drew conclusions from

their enlarged snouts or the web- - ' X -
_bing between their toes. | - “Ilt 2010 photo provlded by blologlst 5 D. Blll.l
Biju believes the frogs re- shows a Frankixalus jerdonii, belonging to a newly

found genus of frogs, soated In the wlld. The frogs
mained hldden fmm science so live high In the forest canoples of northeastern In-
long because of their secretive life- |

dian ,Iunglos (SD Blju vla AP)

style living in tree holes at heights '
up to 20 feet above ground. Most tree
frogs live in shrubs or tree holes closer ;
to the ground. But other experts suggest
that, while the uniquely high habitat

~ does make them hard to find, the frogs
probably remained in obscurity simply
because there are so few scientists work-
ing in the remote region. (AP)
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Mt. Matutum gets new busmess buzz from coffee

By Carmencita A. Carlllo
Correspondent

GENERAL SANTOS CITY —

Agricultural engineer Fred
Fredeluces quit regular em-
ployment in 2007 and used his
retirement money to partly
construct a 100-square-meter
processing plant for -coffee,
harvested in Mt. Matutum by
the B’laan indigenous people.
“My father was already in-
volved in Mahintana Foundation,
a non-government organization
that handles community pro-

jects, some of which involved the

coffee growers in Mt. Matutum
even before Green Tropics was
established,” said Francis B. Fre-
deluces, son of Fred and the mar-

keting officer of Green Tropics

Coffee Enterprise.

Green Tropics handles the pro-
cessing and marketing of coffee
grown sustainably by 40 B’laan
families in a 405-hectare (ha)
area they own, as well as those
harvested from the droppings of
civets (Paradoxorus philippinen-
s1s), also called musang or bulos
by the B’laan. The civet coffee is
popular among the company’s
foreign buyers. -

Francis said Green Tropics
started with the local market but
has since partnered with a fam-
ily friend based in Manila for
wider distribution.

“A family friend from Manila
asked me about possible coffee
sources here as he was interested
In civet coffee. When they saw
the area in Mt. Matutum where
the coffee is grown, they decided
to partner with us,” Francis told
BusinessWorld in an interview at
Green Tropics’ processing area in
General Santos City.

The company now has a loyal

customer base for both its The

CARMENCITA A. CARILLO

Fred Fredeluces, chief executive officer of Green Tropics Coffee Enterprise,
displays civet coffee beans and a scuipture of a civet. After processing, the beans

fetch P600 per 60-gram pack.

Matutum Brew coffee brand

made from arabica beans and the
more expensive civet coffee —
also known as kopi luwak — which
costs P600 for a 60-gram pack.

“Our coffee is sold at Green-

leaf Hotel in General Santos
City, but we also have partners
in Davao like Coffee for Peace,”
Francis said.

For civet coffee, about 40 kllo-

grams per month are sent to deal-

ers in Australia, the United States,
and some countries in Europe.

In 2011, the company joined
the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations Food& Beverage
Trade Mission at the ASEAN-
Japan Center in Tokyo, which
Francis said is considered a good

market for unique and organic

coffee brands.

- However, he continued, the
company has yet to get organic
certification due to the cost
involved and the “complicated
process.”

He said Green Tropics also
aims to expand operations, es-

~ pecially for the export market,

but needs better access to fi-
nancing.

The company received a P2

million from the Foundation
for a Sustainable Society (FSSI)
when they built the plant, but
they now need more capital to
purchase beans so the B’laan can
expand their growing area to up
to 2,000 ha. |

October to March is coffee har-

‘vest time for the B’laan, who live

on the slopes of Mt. Matutum,
while the rest of the year 1s spent
on vegetable farmmg

PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT

‘Mayor Honey L. Matti of Polo-

molok town, located at the foot
of Mt. Matutum, said the involve-
ment of the B’laan in the cof-
fee industry and the increasing
popularity of civet coffee has im-

< proved the lives of the indigenous

community and raised their con-
cern, not only for the musang but
also for the environment.
Philippine Coffee Board, Inc.
has identified three main sources
of arabica coffee in Mindanao,one
of which is the Mt. Matutum Pro-

~ tected Area, parts of which are

1dentified as the ancestral domain
of indigenous peoples.

The two otherareas are the foot
of Mt. Apo, shared by North Cota-
bato and Davao del Sur provinces,
and Mt. Kitanglad in Bukidnon.

The local government of Polo-
molok and the Polomolok Water
District launched in 2014 the Mt.
Matutum Organic Coffee Produc-
tion Project, aimed at generating
income for households in the mu-
nicipality thrcugh the production
of organic arabica and robusta
coffee, while supporting the Mt.
Matutum Watershed Program
and National Greening Program.

Ms. Matti said the Mt. Matu-
tum Protected Landscape is faced
with the problem of continuous
detorestation, as a growing popu-
lation resorts to destructive farm-
Ing systems, the girdling of trees,
and other harmful practices.

Companies like Green Trop-
1cs contribute to the program as
they train the Indigénous com-
munity in sustainable methods
and at the same time provide the -
marketing opportunity for their

- coffee produce.
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PARIS (AFP) - Scientists in the
United States said Tuesday they

were developing a faster, more ef-
ficient wav of gauging the toxicity

of chem® - which may reduce the

need f¢i angyal testing.

Using human cells in Petri
dishes in the lab, they tested about

- 10,000 different types.of chemical

compounds including pesticides,
industrial chemicals, food additives
and drugs. ' |

The results wer: used to build
models Lo “predict * whether the

compounds, or combinations of

them, may be harmful to humans

- or the environment when used in

- new drugs or environmental chemi-
cals.

loxicity is one of the main
reasons that new drugs fail, and
it is hoped this library of toxicity
data may spot unsafe chemical
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compounds at a far earlier phase of
research. __ |

“Thousands of chemicals to
which humans are exposed have
inadequate data on which to predict
their potential for toxicological ef-
fects,” the study authors wrote in
the journal Nature Communications.

ITraditional toxicity tests using
animals are expensive and spe-
cles differences mean they do not
always accurately predict a chemi-
cal’s effect on humans.

They also raise ethical concerns
about animal welfare.

The project, dubbed Tox21, is
a joint effort involving three US

federal agencies: the Environmental
.- animal toxicology studies.”

Protection Agency, the National
Institutes of Health (NTH) and the
Food and Drug Administration
(FDA). | |

“An important goal of the US
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Tox21 program is to use in vitro (Petri
dish) data as surrogates for in vivo
(live) toxicity to reduce animal test-

- ing,” study co-author Ruili Huang of

the NIH told AFP by email
But to achieve this, cell tests have
to be just as predictive, or more so,
of human toxicity as animal tests.
_ Atter testing about 10,000 com-

- pounds, each in 15 different concen-
trations and on different cells, the

team used their database to build
predictive models for new chemical

combinations.

They found that their models
could predict toxicity for both hu-
mans and animals, and may be “a
promising alternative to traditional

Further work must be done to

~validate and improve the models,
which Huang said may never com-

pletely replace animal testing.

It may, however, allow scientists

“PETA welcomes the wealth

SRR 0 A U M 2] S i e L A L T

to prioritize chemicals predicted to
be most likely toxic for further tests
using traditional methods, and so

“significantly reduce the amount of

animal tests required,” he said.

Animal activists have welcomed
the research. |

“To understand more about
human development and human
diseases, the world’s most forward-
thinking scientists are developing
and implementing methods that
supersede the crude use of ani-

~mals,” Julia Baines, science policy -

advisor of the organization People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
(PETA) said. '

of advanced non-animal research
methodologies that are Creating a

brighter future for animals and hy.
man health.”




By Cai U. ORDINARIO & CATHERINE N. PILLAS

ORRUPTION remains
a serious problem in the
Philippines, according
to the latest Transparency

International’s (TI) Corruption
Perceptions Index (CPI), which

showed that the country’s ranking
in 2015 dropped to 95th from 85th

in 2014.
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CPI12015revealed thatthe coun-
try’s public sector garnered a score
of 38 from expertsandinstitutions
tapped by TI. The international
non-governmental organization
said countries that obtained a
score of less than 50 have “serious

" corruption problem.”

SEE “CORRUPTION,” A2
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People livingina .
country with a serious
corruption problem
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COI' | § llpthIl. ¢ o were the worst performers, scoring just 8 points each,

CP12015 ranked 168 countries while the 2014 edition
involved 175 countries.

Il said top performers share key characteristics
such as high levels of press freedom; access to budget
information so the public knows where money comes
from and how it is spent; and high levels of integrity
among people in power.

It added that these leading ‘countries have
judiciaries that don't differentiate between rich and
poor and are truly independent from other parts of
the government.

The CPI is based on expert opinions of public
sector corruption. Countries’ scores can be helped by

| open government where the public can hold leaders
‘ last in terms of ranking ana score. . S
was second to the la : to account, while a poor score is a sign of prevalent

Singapore led Asean-5, ranking 8th globally with 2 bribery, lack of punishment for corruption and public

score of 85. T , N
Institutions that don’t respond to citizens’ needs
i verall with a score : |
In Asean, Malaysia ranked 54th 0 With a report from Dave Cagahastian

CONTINUED FROM A1

“Not one of the 168 countries assessed in the
2015 index [got] a perfect score and two-thirds
[scored] below 50, on a scale from 0 [highly corrupt]
to 100 [very clean]. More than 6 billion people live
in a country with a serious corruption problem,"Tl's
report read. ,

CP1 2015 showed that the Philippines was among
the two-thirds of 168 countries who got a score of
below 50. The country is also tied in 95th place with
three other countries—~Mexico, Mali and Armenia.

Among its Asean-5 counterparts, the Philippines

of 50, while Thailand was tied in 76th place with Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Brazil, Burkina Faso, indiaand Tunisia
with a score of 38.

Meanwhile, Indonesia ranked 88th with a score of
36 out of 100. Six other countries obtained the same
score and ranking—Albania, Algeria, Eqypt, Morocco,
Peru and Suriname.

“Asia-Pacific countries averaged 48 out of 100, with
New Zealand garnering the highest score at 88. North
Korea was the laggard in the region, as it ranked 167th
with a score of 8.

“This year's poor results demand that [Asia-Pacific]
leaders revisit the genuineness of their efforts and
propel the region beyond stagnation. They must fulfill
promises, and ensure efforts aren’t undermined in
practice,” the report read.

Guillermo Luz, National Competitiveness Council
private sector chairman, said the Philippines’s rankingis
not“any better or worse”than the three other countries

which also garnered a score of 35 and ranked 95th.

“The corruption index is [based] on 12 different
surveys and it's not the same for all countries. Some
of the reports take place over a two-year span. There’s
no single instrument for the index,” Luz said.

The Philippinesis targeting toimprove itsranking
and join the top-third of countries in the Corruption
Perceptions Index for 2016. “We have our work cut
out for us. We have to work very hard on achieving
that goal.”

‘Malacanang, for its part, said the Aquino
administration has remained faithful to its Daang
Matuwid (straight path) mantra.

“The government continues to strengthen
public institutions so that civil servants imbibe the
ethos of transparency and public accountability,”
Communications Secretary Herminio B. Coloma Jr. said.

Overall, Denmark took the top spot for the second
straightyearin(P12015, while NorthKorea and Somalia




