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DENR notes drop in numbe

of nesting sea

nd eggs

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA

HE number of nesting marine
turtles on Turtle Islands is ‘
sharply decreasing over the past

three years, officials of the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) said on Thursday.

DENR records show that the

number of nesting marine turtles
has significantly dropped from
a record-high 19,550 in 2012. A
year later, the number of nest-
ing marine turtles decreased to
17,593. In 2014 the DENR also
observed the same trend, with
only 14,377 sea turtles (super-
family Chelonioidea), or pawikan,
nesting in the beaches of Turtle
I[slands, the biggest pawikan sanc-
tuary in Southeast Asia.

The number of nesting pawikan
was at its lowest in 2003, when
the number of nests went down
to just a little over 4,000, DENR
records revealed.

As of September last year, only
11,277 marine turtles came to lay
their eggs. |

With the decrease in the

number of turtles laying eggs, so

did the decline in the number of
eggs recorded.

{

~ From the 2 million turtle eggs
recorded in 2012, only around 1.6
million eggs were counted in 2013
and 1.3 million in 2014.
As of September last year, the
egg count is slightly over 1 mil-

lion eggs.

Nilo Ramoso Jr., project lead-
er of the Pawikan Conservation
Project of the DENR’s Protected
Areas and Wildlife Bureau, noted
that 88 percent of the totalnumber.
of eggs have hatched and were ob-
served to crawl from their nests
to shore.

Director Theresa Mundita Lim
of the DENR-Biodiversity Manage-
ment Bureau (DENR-BMB) said the
decline in the number of nesting
pawikan can be due to anumber of
factors. Lim, however, expressed
fears of the resurgence of illegal-
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' Noy urged: Take out
Canadian trash

'As the country observes tions triggered preemptive
Zero Waste Month, environ- ~ moves by other local govern-
mentalists urged outgoing ment units to bar foreign
President Aquino to resolve the  garbage in local landfills to
unfinished business of Cana-  safeguard public health and
dian garbage languishing at the environment.
the port of Manila. Aquino kept the illegal

“We hope that the illegal garbage importation out of the.
garbage shipments would be  official agenda for his state visit
finally returned to Canada to Canada in May 2015 and dur-
before he steps down and ing his bilateral meeting with
hands over power to hissuc-  Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
cessor. The new president will ~ an the fringe of the Asia-Pacific
surely have his or her hands Economic Cooperation (APEC)
full and this environmental summit last November.

justice issue, we hope, will not
add to his or her heavy load,”

On Nowv. 19, Trudeau an-
nounced that a “Canadian

said EcoWaste Coalition vice solution” is being crafted to
president Rene Pineda. plug the loopholes that al-
From June 2013 to January ~ lowed the export of Canadian
2014, a total of 103 shipping trash to the Philippines but was
containers of mixed garbage non-committal in taking the
from Canada, misdeclared as garbage back.
“plastic scraps” for recycling, Various groups have been
entered the country in 10 asking the Aquino administra-

batches and were subsequently

intercepted by customs au-

Hion to ratify an amendment
to the Basel Convention on

thorities. the Control of Transbound-
After sitting at the port for ~ ary Movements of Hazardous
months, 26 containers of trash ~ Wastes and their Disposal to
were dumped at the Metro prohibit highly industrialized
Clark Landfill in Tarlac be- countries from exporting haz-
tween June 26 and July 8,2015, ardous wastes to developing
angering local officials and countries “for final disposal,
residents. reuse, recycling and recovery.”
Tarlac’s vociferous objec- — Rhodina Villanueva
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=> DICAPRIO HAPPY
LEADERS TAKING CLIMATE
CHANGE MORE SERIQUSLY

NEW YORK—Leonardo DiCaprio feels
optimistic that the debate over climate
change has begun to wane, and worid
leaders are finally starting to take it
more seriously.

“The scientific community has
been screaming out loud. Ninety-
nine percent of the scientific com-
munity is in agreement that man is
contributing to [climate change]”
DiCaprio told the Associated Press on
the red carpet for his new film, The Rev-
enant on Wednesday.

“The argument is over. Anyone that
doesn’t believe that climate change is
happening doesn’t believe in science,”
said DiCaprio, who has remained an ac-
tive player for the issue.

- The actor previously has addressed
the United Nations on climate control,
donated millions of doilars to environ-

mental causes, and narrated the 2014

short film, Carbon, which presents ideas
for climate-change solutions. AP
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UP From Page 1

upP Students slam

SC on

By JANVIC MATEO |
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agricultural

yesterday in
- Criticizing the recent

Turn to Page 7

Bt talong

N Agricultura] blotech-
YA nology students of the

™, Umver31ty of the Phj]-
Ty, - AP W 1pp1nes in -Los

, Laguna
(UPLB) joined

S the science and

COmmunities

Supreme Court (S5C) ruling
that banned the field testing
of genetically modified (GM)
eggplants.

The UP League of Agricul-

tural Biotechnology Students (UP

LABS) said the SC ruling did not
only ban the field testing of Bacil-
lus thuringiensis (bt} talong but
also revoked the existing guide-
lines on the biosafety of GM crops
in the country.
In its ruling released last
month, the high tribunal
- stopped the field testing of the
eggplant variant developed to
resist pests.
It also struck down an ad-

partment of Agriculture (DA)
that gives additional mandate
to the Bureau of Plant Industry
to issue permits to promote
the safe and responsible use
of biotechnology.

- “The expanded decision of
the SC will bring major set-
backs against the stakeholders
and mdustry in the agriculture
sector,” the organization said.

The group said the nul-

lification of the DA order and

“halting of the application,
commercialization and im-
portation of GM crops could
impede agricultural develop-
ment in the country.

The students said the ruling
would also hamper ongoing
research on other modern
biotechnology projects, such
as golden rice, virus-resistant

and delayed ripening papaya
and bt cotton.

“This may cause the dela
and loss of thesis and researcﬁ
grants for our fellow students,
interns, researchers and scien-
tists,” said UP LABS.

“With lesser opportunities
to hone their expertise in the
Philippines, the graduates .
may seek greener pastures in
other countries... The youth
might be discouraged to pur-
sue a degree in specialized
sciences because of the lack
of institutional support, ap- -
preciation and incentives,” the

~group added.
ministrative order of the De-

Safe for

consumption

UP LABS said bt talong is
safe for consumption, contrary
to those who sought the ban on
its testing. '

The group said the eggplant
variant was also developed in
India and Bangladesh. Bangla-
desh has allowed its consump-
tion since 2014.

“Upon its market release,
no incidence of harmful ef-
fects to the environment and
humans were reported,” the
group said.

“Now, Bangladeshis ben-

~ efit from the 70-90 percentage

reduction in insecticide use,

‘consequently increasing the

net income of their farmers —
the true purpose of developing
Bt crops,” it added.
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— Massive infrastructure work seen

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—

Former Sen. Riechard Gordon

has urged the government to .
. layed impact on low-lying Bula-

implement massive infrastruc-
tute work in Central Luzon. to

stgp floods and address what he
-called the “cycle of disaster and

poverty” in the region.
Gordon in a statement, said
every time.jr

Ecya provinces trigger soil ero-
sion and fill up shallow and silt-
ed: rivers. Floodwater, he said,

then destroys earth dikes, sub-

merging farmlands in Central

eavy rain accurs in
the Sierra - Madre mountain
raages floods due-to denuded
forests in Aurora and Nueva

Luzen the rice granary of the -
country. -

“[Floods] always have a de-

can, Pampanga and Tarlac

[riverside] and coastal commu-
nities, which linger for weeks
___[and disrupt] livelihood activi-
_ties,”
' Philippine Red Cross and a for-
‘mer mayor of Olongapo City.

said Gordon, chair of the

He asked the government to

reforest the Sierra Madre, do

continuous desilting of rivers

~draining to Manila Bay, build in-

terceptor canals and mini-dams
to collect water for irrigation, and
strengthen dikes along rivers.

&and transportatlon and commu-

‘what the Pampanga '

solution to C. Luzon floods

Pubhc Works Secretary Roge- _ approved ‘in Decemb%r

lio Singson agreed
with Gordon’s recom- |
mendation. “That is-

River Basln Flood' ‘.
Control Master Plan -3
is all about,” Singson

told the INQUIRER.

- The master plan seeké to de-
velop two retarding basins in

‘San Antonio town in Nueva Ecija
‘and Candaba town in Pampan-

ga. It includes the dredging of

river channels from the mouth of

Manila Bay in Bulacan, he said.
The Regional Development

Council (RDC) in Central Luzon

UPRIIS will rehabilitfte nfain

CTAINO. Vot |

#nication linkages using upgrad-
r,ﬁed climate and disaster stan-

said

“dards and spec1ﬁcat10ns
- Severino Santos, vice chair of
- RDC and regional director of

‘ _-the National Economic and De-

veIOpment Authority.

The program requires the
- DPWH to repair 95.1 kilometers
of national roads, rebuild 3.5 km

of flood control dikes, and re-
store or build schools town halls
and multipurpose bmldmgs

- These cost P1.8 billion.
NIA was tasked to improve
- 62 km of main canals and other

structures worth -P158 million.

“canals, line canals and gravel

roads in Nueva Ecija and Tarlae
‘ata cost of P250:million.
The RDC also approved

P1.57 billion for social services
‘rehabilitation

P643 million for livel' 100d and

plan - and

business projects..

The Regional Disaster Risk

Reduction: and Management
Council said Lando left 24 peo-
ple dead and displaced 1.4 mil-

- lion people in 1,184 villages in

Central Luzon. The region lost
P6.79 billion in crops, fishery
and livestock. Tonette Orejas,

Inquirer Central Luzon '

P2.11-billion mfras
tructure  rehabilita-
tion program for ar-
eas damaged by Ty-
phoon “Lando” (in-
' ' ternational  name:
~ Koppu) in October. -

‘The Department

'of Public Works and Highways

(DPWH), National Irrigation
Admlmstratlon (NIA) and NIA-
Upper. Pampanga River Inte-
grated [rrigation System (UPRI-
IS) are implementing the pro-
gram.

“The strategy is to rehabili-
tate affected irrigation systems
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- Philippine businesses, including small and
redium enterprises (SMEs), are encouraged
oundertake water conservation initiatives amid
limate change.

o~
. .

Jesus Reyes, vice chairman of Philippine
Chamber of Commerce and Industries (PCCI),
sald the earth is warming about one degree
celsius in the past 150 years, and is projected
to warm two to SiX degree celsius in the next
hundred years.

Reyes said the 10 warmest years on record
happened in the last decade.

“What happens when you reach 2 degrees

celsius? There is more risk of coastal flooding,

more risk of hunger because of the decrease

' in food, risk of malaria and risk of watcr

shortage,” he said in a recent Philippine
Exporters Confederation Inc. (PhilExport)
position paper sent to some entities, including

‘The Daily Tribune.

Reyes said the 2015 Paris Climate Change
Conference underscored the need for countries

~around the world to create their own plans

called Intended National Determined
Contributions (INDC) identifying how they intend
to cut greenhouse gas emissions caused by
climate change.

He said the Philippines aims to reduce its

[T T ——

PCCl calls on SMEs to conserve water

carbon emissions by 70 percent by 2030 from
2000 levels.
Reduction will come from energy, transport,

waste and industry sectors.

Reyes, also the vice president for corperate

affairs of Nestle Philippines, Inc, further said

the industry sector supports the government’s
action to reduce the country S greenhouse
carbon footprint. -

The official’s warning about climate change
is similar to the warning of former United States
vice president Albert Gore. |

According to the former VP, the hole in the
ozone layer was already as big as the state of

- Texas in 2002.

Texas’ land area is more than 400 OOO
square kilometers or one and one-fourth of the

- Philippines.

(rore said the hole was caused by factories’
and vehicles’ too much use of fossil fuels.

He fully narrated his findings about climate
change in his documentary “An Inconvenient
Truth,” which won as best documentary at the
2003 Oscars. Ed Velasco




By Amy R. Remo

THE VALUE OF investment pledges ap-
proved by the Board of Investments and

the Philippine Economic Zone Authonty -
rose by 4.3 percent to P661.8 billion in.
12015, reﬂectmg the continued strong in-

~ vestor interest in the country.
In a briefing yesterday, Peza Director

General Lilia G. de Lima said Peza alone
approved a total of 598 projects, which

could generate P295.085 billion in in-
vestments. This reflected a 5.58 percent
‘increase from the P279.5 billion worth
of projects it approved in 2014. -
- “Our figures showed that for (the ap—
proved) investments, we had an in-

crease of 5.58 percent; for employment

7.73 percent, and exports, slightly down
at 0.55 percent. But the figures for em-
ployment and exports covered only up
to October as we are still collating the re-

ports for the last two months. If it were

“not for the impact of the port congestion

issue and concerns on the importation of
chemicals, we should have had better

figures,” De Lima said.

“Very conservatively, we are targetlng
this year a growth of 5-5-5 (5 percent
growth in the value of investments, em-

ployment and exports). Please note that
the base (figures) have been increas-

ing,” the Peza chief added.

Trade Secretary Adrian S. Cristobal Jr.”

said the BOI approved last year a total of

358 projects, worth about P366.74 bil-
lion, up 3 percent from the P354.76 bil-

lion approved in 2014. These invest-

ments are also expected to generate
58,252 new jobs once the projects be-
come fully operational. -

Cristobal said the BOI was targeting a
5-percent growth in the value of invest-

‘ments this year, stressing that the agen-
-cy’s new thrust was to focus on the num-

ber and the quality of jobs to be generat-
ed by registered projects/

- Data provided by the BOI showed

_ head Ceferino S Rodolfo sa}cl

Approved investments in the manti-
facturing sector reached P27.01 billion

 last year, from the P24. 47 billion record-
" ed the previous year, =

“The continued groiwth ef the manu-
fac,turmg industry is a clear indication of
the efforts to boost the growth and fur-

ther development of the sector through

increase included agriculture, forestry

mestic sources,

the Manufacturing Resurgence Program
(MRP),” Rodolfo said. |

Other sectors that conmbuted to.the

and fishing (P6.19 billion), and informa-
tion -and commumcatlon (P4 68 bil-
lion). -
[nvestment commitments from do-
‘meanwhile,
P307.24 billion, accounting for abot

percent of the total investment ap-
provals from January to December lagt

'year, while the remaining 16 percent ér

P59.51 billion were generated from for-
eign sources. -

reached
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that the increase in investments was
attributed mainly to the approval of

~ big power projects including -Olympia

Violago Water and Power Ltd." Co.
(P69.13 billion); San Buenaventura
Power Ltd. Co. (P49.45 billion),-and

‘Semirara Mining and Power . Corp

(P29.5 billion).

Accordmg to the BOI, the 55 energy
related projects, which wﬂl cumulatively
have a capacity of 2,095 megawatts are
seen to generate P246.42 billion in in-

vestments. The investments were higher

compared to the previous year’s.record

 of P174.69 billion from the 37 power-Te-

lated projects, which have a total’ capac1—
ty of 1,542.404 MW,

“The increase in power investment
projects augurs well for the country’s
goal to ensure energy security and inde-
pendence. These investments ~support
the Philippine Energy Plan (PEP) 2010-

2030 to search for, discover, and further

develgp energy sources,” BOI managing
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The troopers of the 20th Infantry Battalion were tracking
down two unidentified men.

The explosion was followed by a firefight that lasted a few
minutes, Viernes said. -

Cpl. Donnie Aton and Pfc. Bingbong Crisologo were
rushed by their colleagues to the Northern Samar Provincial
Hospital for treatment. -

Meanwhile, in Samar, residents from 15 villages in Calbiga
town left their homes for fear of being caught in the crossfire
in the anticipated military offensives against the rebels.

The villagers are staying with their relatives in the town
proper. '

One evacuee who requested anonymity said the military
asked them to evacuate, as they would launch the offensives
in the boundaries of Calbiga, Basey and Eastern Samar.

The military denied the allegations, saying there would be
no military operation in the areas. — Ricky Bautista

., _ ) .- P i i 2 . vh,oe D ? RS
Villagers hold a 13-foot python caught by watchmen in Barangay
Bagr?a, Malolos City yesterday morning before turning it over to the
Department of Environment and Natural ReSOUTrCes. rawon erRen LAZARO
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