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BEI|\IR assures due

b
‘1.“ v,

mn: f INE agu j R
. Splt:e,.' coneerns
about the eredibility

rmmng companies, the Depart-

" nent; of Environment and Natu-'
. '.ralResources (DENR) assured

‘that the process as to how the

. controversial audit was done
-~ was. "metlc lously chserved,”.
. three days. lefore revealmg the .

said results! o
"We assure the indystry and
the general publicthat due pro-
cesswas metlculously observed
~ inthe mlmng audit conducted by
- the agency a.nd tha, th’e results

' would really promote the com- -

' mon good and soc1al Jushce "the
- DENR said:in a statement.

DENR SecretaryGinaLopezis

.. scheduled to lannounce on Thurs-

“day GFebruary 2) the final report

. ahdrecommendations of the audit

. teamcreatedtorewewthecomph
ance of mmmg ﬁrms to emnron- ‘

II‘I'I_ ]g'audlt

if the 'govérnment's
ationwide audlt on.

has always been concerned Wlth
the integrity of DENR's mining |
audit because of the way it'was | -
condticted and the questionablé |- -
role of anti-mining civil society [

organizations (CSO5) whohavé | . -

field relevant to the audlt m the
evaluatlon process '

"The process was elearlyr

no certified expertise in any |-

rushed, with the.audit teams |- -
given onlyjope month to mSpect Lo

over 40 mines en_d_repo_rt Jtheir
findings;" COMP Vice President |-
for Legal and Policy,: Ronald i

Recidoro'said-earlier! ™" - i’
"The ﬁndmgs were also m—

con51stent w:th some mmes s

without ILSOI4001 & rﬁﬁcahons
rated as passed g h‘ dded

It was Lopez vghol mmated, 1
the mmuig - audit, taking a. cue J
from President. Rodrigo Du- |

terte, who:in his-first State. of | .

the NationAddress last July |-

ordered-a rewew of 4l permits
granted to mining, loggmg -and
other sumlarly enwronmentally

mental laws and regu]atxons sensitiv a‘c’:tmue ] t’o énsure
Since the start; Chamber of compha e with government
‘ Mmesofthelrhxhppmes (COMP) standards,” o
| — T
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- mmmg compames that are -
-4 causing massive env1ronmental

large-scale

destructionand rrllaklng people in

The N" ';ECTF was created to go' i

after Jarge-scale enwronmental
crimes, including mining, logging,

‘Meanwhile] Environment
. SecretaryRegina PazL. Lopezsa1d"
affected= 0mmun|1t1es suffer will - she wﬂ?Lnnom to the piblic

-be the prlorrtyw_
' Anti-Environm

Porc “

T

After the "b1g flsh” “the new
. agéncy,led By the’ ‘Deépartment of

' _ Environmertand NatufalResourc-
~es{DENR),will then trainits s;ghts-
+ bn erring small iniriérs.

\_ * Environment Undersecretary o
“ and concurrent' NAECTF Head

f Arturo T. Valdez said small scale
. mining will pot be ari%easy task

“ because of its oh 'nd-off” type :

3 of operatrons
T “When you sto ’them [small—

'scale mmers] now; '=!they will be |

“back’ tomorrow It“1s‘ not" that we
“condone- their" dctivities; we are
agamst1t Butwewillg 'themfater,

" Valdéz'said, descnbmgsmall—scale- '

*

" mining as “Kamote' ‘hining”.
j-* For now, Valdezs 'd "We W111

fvirorment
3 AECT F) J

of the National - e
al Crlme Task

go after large scale mining [com-

panies]'that operate illegally.” "~
- Without elaborating on ‘the de-

tails, Valdeéz said the NAECTEsig~a =

currentlyinvestigating the alleged
illegal transport and shipment of
mineraloresbyalarge- -scalemining
company; inatelephoneinterview,
Valdez said the prefer to go after
the big fish first before going after
ﬂlegal small-scale miners, =
! The NAECTF, composed of the
DENR departments of the Interior
and' Local Government; Transpor-
tation’ and Justtce, and Iaw -en-

ooee g

veillancds operatmns on-the gfound
based on information it: gets from

‘ ‘vanous SOurces EE

the resul of rﬁfme audtt started in
'July last yeag: <

Of thel41 operatmg mines, only
11 passedthe’initial miné-audit
criteria, which include énviton-
mental, nodiversity ‘and - social

' aspect of imining a5 among the
‘ cons1derat10ns Arn environimental

- quarryingandwildlifetrafficking. -

’ advocate ind: knownh staunch critic .

of large -gcalé ‘mining, Lopez had
‘also canc@led'.the envirorimental
complian,
10 mining, projects as part of an
ongoing industry-wide ECC audit.

" Lopez ald the audit was done
fairly and: that due process was

observed|in evaliating the find-

. ingsand ecommendatmns of the

audlt tea s .
blg players under the

: Ch‘amber of Miiiés of the Philip-

' ?mes (CW_ MP)‘fare unfazed by the
crackdown against irresponsible

On M nday, two days before

‘ecertificates (ECCs) of- ..

““mines, sa _ngalmostalloﬂtsmem— ! g
bers haye:complied with various,. -
mlmng a d envzronmental laws.
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"‘ ~the results of the‘“mme ‘audit,

.COMP 1ssued a statemient say-
ing it sees a bnght pro""'pec.t in
the steel mdustry REAY
The statément quoted COMP
' Chairmdn Artemic F. Disini
I wstressmgmthe importance: of:the
_ country’s thrust to revitalize its
- stéel mdustry He'said noless than
" the Department ofTradeandIndus-
try—Board of Tnvestrents’s’ (DTI-
BOD)] Irof and Steel Road Map from
2015'to’ ‘2030 underscores the irn-
'portance of m1nmgmdustry srole.
“*We'see'ani increased démand
~“for’prodiicts and sérvices froin
- - the metals’ 1ndustry, especially
. ~in 'human-resodrce “¢apital de-
velopment [Séienice and'techinol-
ogy séttors], revitalization of
‘the man’ufacturmg industries;
:-and leveling up of-annual public
spendmg on infrastructures at
. 5-percent gross domesnc prod&ct

‘or greater,”™ ‘Disini-sdid.” :
" The COMP official took part in
. the Japan 0il, Metaland Gas Corp:
! séminar on sustamable develop-
: ment of mineral resources | in the

_ Philippines held ):ecentlyh ‘

[SeaN

[

£

.

-In his.report, Disini’ ‘pointed |

" out that the Philippines ranks
. fifth next to Vietnam, Thaﬂand

“Tiidonesia and- Mala‘ysla‘ in‘tetins |

10f steel production. = ; ™ ~ .~ -

He enumeratedikey strate- |

a gles to rev:ve the steel mdustry
ety A

[

| ‘ L When yot f_kstop them

s] now, they will

.:‘1 ““: ,' ,-.. - 5.‘ y ‘."f'.---,.v-'f.‘ ' M
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strengthennatlonalpohcmqstru ﬁqﬁq?gmhen w111 focus on key areas
‘ment§todevelop the mitierals: and“”"' T ehisur “"a“lo‘ng-term and stable

_steel 1ndustr1es in the. country, . policy. er}vuonment -
revn:ahzel the existing assets o§ Ho The i e aréds are minerals.and
Natxonal Steel Corp. (NSC) m Ih o "'metal-le mdustnahzatlon initia-

gan Clty, implement the mtegra-

use of indigenous materials; and_
fostersresearch and investmentsi«.
in downstream processmg an.dl :
value-adding industries.’ :
" In Augist 2016 Sua‘rezT Clty
Mayor Celso Regencia signed Ex-'

ecutive ‘Order17, Series of 2016, or o pr
“An‘ofder reconstitutiig'thé-Na- '~ "'are
tional Stéel Corp. Working Group 1.0
. on the:25th of July 2018, that'es- -

sentlally set forth to add¥ess the' -
clamof of Iliganons for the reébpeén- -

“ing, rehablhtatlon, operatlon and

1nt’egrat1on of the plant.” - "Fid' -
Miiies and Geosciences Biireau -
(MGB) Assistant Director Dafiilo
45 Uyk1eng laid down' the pohcy ‘s
direction of the govarnment ‘for:is
the mmerals industry during the
sameforum Uykzengsaldthegov-

P

- scale mm[,r

T' e 'tlves, stre
tiohof the NSC facilityto'consider -

d .

amlin ngofapphcatlonand a
‘proceduires s, MGB-ed inter-agency

" scoordinati ion of reghilatory ; agencies -

“in‘minin ,‘ro;ects, Sstrong commu- -
nity relations, programs; and ﬁnal -

. land-usé options 6f mineral lands.
“According to’ “Uykieng, value- -

g dttivities-for downstream i
5511, _of mmeral resources :

be accomp‘hshed by

- ensurmg céntmued supply of ma-

* terialsanf comniodities, revisiting -
' regulator, '.andcomphancepohaes, J
~"aridcond ctmventoryandexplora— :

tion studiés of the various mifieral
'résourcé " he'added:
P The DENR'exec also stressed

. the need fo s1mp11fy and rational-

ize docunientary requirements,

’systems nd signatories, and pro-

‘cessmg t1 e and cost.

[small- -

be back tomorrow It is nf t that .'

: agamst it. But we wﬂl ge_t:‘

later ———VAL]DEZ
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ISem rara Mmmg cIarlfles
| aIIeged suspension by DENR|

Al e

CONSUN]I LED mtegrated en-
. ergy comparty Semirara Mining
"and Power’ Jorporation (SMPC)

' satd on Mol'rday that it has'not
THeen suspen'ded by Department
‘ of Envrron ment and Natural
) Resources DENR) contrary
, to information appearing.on
; socral med1 3. B

"In a'tatement, the company

“told the Phltllppine Stock Ex-
. Change (PSE) that it “continues

“to operate and has not been sus-
: pended and|neither has it been

lssued any spspensron order nor

rs there any. ongoing mmmg au-

' cltt orré-audit.” -
"We reiterate that the DENR
: Envrronme tal Audtt conducted

Jin August 2016 cleared the c0m-

,pany as com(l:)llant with its Envi-

“ronmental Compliance Certifi-

“cate dlsclosed to the Exchange on

Septemberaw 2016," SMPC said.
: The company has also reiter-

“ated that its| operation-is under -

‘ the ]urrsdrcTon of the Depart-
“ment of Energy (DOE). -
" It noted that the DOE issued
~“on August 26, 2016 the Tesults
5_of its. techntcal audit ¢onfirm-
- ing-that SMPC's operation does
- not discharge toxic materials to

‘the ‘mangroves, the sulfur ¢on-,
. 'tent of coal |is below 1 percent,.

. no seaweed|farm has been af-
“fected and Ll}e dumping of over-
*.“burden materials:do not affect
nearby communities, -
. “This was Icltsr:losed to PSE‘on
"September 22, 2016," the com-
. pany said. ;
- SMPC is| the only power
- producer in the [’hrlrppmes
that generales its own fuel. It
produces oyer 800-megawatts
(MW) of baseload: power for the
) ’Luzon grid;|

Meanwhrlj SMPC Saldtlt is set-

. ttng aside around P320 mllhon
“or its host community prolects
_ thts year. '
ir’

lvrth its SE.ls program ) Whlch

It said the spendtng isin lme '

aims to reduce poverty and fa- |

cilitate development in its host

community using a sustatned

holistic approach

SMPC s S5Es program mcludes ,
initiatives that address (1) |
Education and Trammg, (2)
Envirdnmenta} Stewardship, |:
(3) Employment and. Liveli- {i
hood, (4) Electtification and {:

Basic ‘Infrastructure, and (5)
Emergency Preparedness.

“We expect our CSR spend- |:
ing to grow by around 75% |
compared to- last year's P186 '

million because we are butldlng
more commumty ‘infrastruc-
ture and livelihood facilities,”

‘-SMPC Prestdent afid. COO.if
Victor A Consunjl said m a

separate. statement.

Majority of the planned expeq- '

diture or about P200 million will

be used to construct community

and livelihood facilities such-as’
evacuation centers, community
park, sea port, river walk and
sports facilities.. .. +. |

Another P65 mrlli'on' will be
spent.on environmental stew-
ardship projects, which include
the establishment of a Semirara
Biodiversity’Center and progres-
sive inland and mangrove area
reforestation. The rest of the
CSR budget will be used-to fund
commurity nutrition initiatives
in Calaca, Batangas. '

“We are closely working wrth
the Department of Energy and
the host communities to ensure.
that our CSR-efforts are aligned

* with the national and local

government's priorities We

~want to implement projects that

best respond to therr needs.
Consunji added e

In 2015; the 5Es prograrn of
SMPCbecamea finalist under the
CSR category of the prestigious
Platts, Global Energy Awards,
touted as “the Oscars of the en:
ergy mdustry

VOLTAIRE PALANA '

-
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MIN Nﬁ SEEN PI.AYING KEY HUI.E ;
l | STEEl INI]IISTHY HEVIVAL

By Ronnel w. Domingo 3 ;
@ronwdomingoINQ ‘

P As regulatolrs make ready the
results of an audit of all operat-
mg mines in the country, the

- Ch%mber ofMines of the Philip-

. pines (COM P} said the industry

.. wasdimportant for the country’s

» thrust to revitalize the steel sec-

-tor. - I

. “We see an increased de-

- mand for products’and seryices

from. the metals industry espe-

‘ c1ally in human resotrce capltal

: 'development (scienge and tech-

- nology sectors), revitalization of

" the manufacturmg industries;

. andTeveling lmp of annual puiblic

spendmg on| mfrastructures at

t..uct or greater,” COMP. chair
* Artémio Disini saicl in astate-
" ment. ' |
- Disini said that, in- fact ‘the
. mining industry figured in‘the
. Departrnent |of Trade and In-

-+ dustry-Board of - Investments .
. 'Iron and Steel Road Map from
; 2015 to 2030. |

L The COMP Chlef noted that

' - -
L' o o

A MININE SEEN PLAYING K-Ewnmt
m STEEL INDUSTRY HEVWAL

‘ — adequacy ahd.

efficiency of en-

FHBM Bl
* - | vironmental- .

protectlon lrleasures taken by
' the tmmng compapres, deter-

miné gaps' m those measures -

a antl Jidentify the . appropriate
E penaltles J’ﬁr violations of

. mlmng ‘anl environmental

. next.to Vietnam, Thailand, In- ;i;j

.5-percent. gross domestic prod- .

e . Ay

the Phlhppmes ranked f:fth,n'-. |

donesia and Malaysia in terms; -
of steel productlon -
According to Disinj, the fol- .
lowing. key» strategles -were[’ |
needed to be pursued to revive| ;.
the steel mdustry Strengthen
national policy. instruments to{;,
develop the' rinerals and steel |
industries in the country, revi-|
talize the existing assets of Na-| "
tional'Steel '‘Corp. in Higan City; |’
implement ‘the’ mtegratlon of
the NSC facility to consrder use |
of mdlgenous materials; and :
fosterresearch and mvestments :
in downstream processing and :
value- addmg industries.
The Department of Enwron- =
ment and Natural Resources s [
expected to:announce on Feb. 2 |-
what will happen to:30 mining
compadnies that failed the initial {.

audit conducted last year when | « -
Regind Lopez became environ:

ment secretary o

Lopez ordered an 1mmed1ate '
review of the op eratlons ofall 41
metallic mines “in-. the mmy
country, “to look. into the B3

iy g [

laws.”

Inmal results showed that
only 11 mining . companies
“passed” the audit and 30
firms were either ordered sus- |
pended or recommended for:‘}‘
suspension for failing to meet * |
env1ronmenta1 safety stan-
dards. INQ
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L a rosy outlook. #or ¢ 10 al
[ industry this yedr ds the ¢
-mentseeksto vitalize the:sec-

:Meseeanin
- for products andy
 the metals industt
. human resourcé cap
. ‘ment (SClence and ‘te, h

P 81 ; Te ; éﬁo applica- .
¥ adding indiseaes X Jaggbot8t iires MGB-led . -

partment of ' ENeYCC i

_manufacturmg i
- leveling up of an
. spending on infr:
- said Artemio Disi e opment
cof ber;p ERilippines (€

Disini cited'the, néed d ‘Other top pi
. 'strengthen the. countiy’s-: la~ \ations; are V1etnam,»‘Fh
: “tional policy to; ‘d ve10p ‘the onesjajand Malaysm*

: “mineral and stee industries. , ALY hlle, Mites
| Hesaid the existing: assets ,
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steel industry.-

Artemio Disini, chairperson

of the Chamber of Mines of the -

Philippires, said mining indus-
try figures in the Department
“of Trade and Industry-Board of

Investments Iron and Steél Road

Map from 2015 to 2030 show that
“there is an increased demand for

products and services from the.

metals industry especially in hu-
mar resource capital development
{sciente and technology sectors),

revitalization of the manufactur-

ing industries; and leveling up'

of annual\pubhc spending on in-
frastructures dt five percent Gross
Domestic Product or greater.”

- Inhig report before participants '

at. the recently held Japan Oil,
Metal and Gas Corporatlon (JoG-
MEC) seminar on sustainable

deveIOpment of mineral resources

in the Phrhppmes, Disini pointed
out that the Philippines ranks

Sth next to Vietnam, wThalland ‘

E country's big min
Monday stressed the mineral development-
‘sector’s crucjal role in the Duterte
administration’s thrust to rev1ta1

-Mayor Ce

£

lng 'lob'by on

ize the country’ S

Indonesia (fnd Ma]aysra in-terms

~of steel production.:

Thls as. hle enumerated key strat-

- egies o reyive the steel industry,

amongthe trengthemngnatnonal
polrcy ms ruments to develop
the mmer s and steel industries
in ‘the country, revitalizing the

existing ‘assets of the National

Steel Corporauon in lliganCity;
1mplementmg the mtegrauon of
the NSC facility to consider use
of indigenous materials; and fos-

tering research and investments
“in downst

ream ‘processing and
value-adding industries.

In August 2016, Suarez. -City
so Regencia’ s1gned
Executive |Order 17 seriés of
2016, “An |order reconstituting
the National Steel Corporation
Working é}oup on the 25th of
July 2016; to address the clamor
of lliganons for the Teopening,

:rehab111tanllon operatlon and

the government wrll focus

" key areas.to ensure a long—ter

industry in the country.

. These five aréas are minerals a d
metal-led lndusmahzatron 1mt1;~‘. -
' tives; streamlining of apphcauc;i

and procedures; MGB-led in'ef;

agency coordination of regulatoty, -

agencies in mining projects; strong

.on Indigenous Peoples, local gov-

community relations programs;- .

and final land use optrons of
mineral lands;: -

Uykreng also $aid that valu >

adding activities for downstrea n-

processing of mineral resourcgs
i 11+ - the cormunities and other stake- ;
holders the final land use options |

is a must. - ;
"Thrs shall be accompllshed _

ensuring continued supply of m 4

terials and commodities, revisiting

1

regulatory ‘and compliance pol .I
cies, and conducting inventoryan 4,
exploratlon studies of the various’
mineral résources,” he added.

need to srmphfy and ratlonallz
documentary requnrements, 8]

tems and signatofies, and process: 5

mg time and cost. §

Uykleng assured that the MGB .

- will closely coordinate with the |

Envilronmental'Management Bu-
reau, the National Commission :

ernment units and other relevant

linie agencies in approvmg mining

projects. BN

“The government (will] also
‘work hapd in hand with com-
munity relations pracutloners in.
‘achieving government’s and the
industry’s common objectives on
responsible mining and commu--

nity development. Host communi-
ties should be engaged every step
of the way towards responSIble

mmmg, Uyklengsald _ .
"This thrust is in line with
DENR's commitment, to consult

with the local governiment: units,

of mineral lands,

The utilization of these
God- -given mineral resources’
© should only be allowed when

;the proposed mining operation '
. istechnically feasible, environ-
-The DENR exec also stressed th! -

mentally compliant, soc1ally
acceptable and ﬁnanc1allyv1able
[When] any of these impera-
tives'i is absent, it is not time to
mine,” Uykieng said.
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Batangas 'within the year‘ o

““Yes, ‘T believe that Presi-
dent [Ditterte] will push infra,” " ¥
chau'man'. M

Semirara: Mining .
Isidro Consun_u said.

“Consunji said the proJect hadre-
ceived an environmental cornipli- -

ance cemﬁcate and was approval

of a power supply agreement and -

“right of way transmission line.”
. Semirara Mining, a unit of
DMCI Holdings Inc. and Meral-
co PowerGen Corp., a wholly-
owned subsidiary - of Manila
Electnc Co.; have formed a joint

coal power plant is St, Raphael

: ‘aie ' p . .
said’ Marubeni Corp of Japan
could take g 20 percent interest.

“Meralco will buy the " out-
put,” Con unJl said. ‘Meralco,
the country’s biggest power dis-

. tributor, has a pending ‘applica-

tion with tl+e Energy Regulatory

-Commissian t6 purchase of up
" .t0 400
venture to build the power plant. .
The pro_;ect company for, :the .-

of electncal output
from.the St. Rafiel power plant.

The ‘proposed: power ‘plant is
the second }phase of the planned

w

‘with'a, bld of $3617 million. N
The. company pursued the fir:

capacity, which started fl.lll co

phase expansion of the 300-

merdial operations ast year. -
The pro_]ect recgived dn ind.

rect endorsement from Preside £

Rodrigo Duterte, who said |
Philippines would contmue
use coal for power generation af
long :as the plants use new tec}]

nologles to minimize emissions{

‘., "‘, Ed
Rl

ut foras long as the most vlable 3
fuel lscoalandchaapﬁtsothatﬂle L
dswer can also be delivered the en- A
ergy. to the people at a much Iower |
ptice; then we’ll have no other altér-, -
xcept to upgrade the tec
ogy tois foilést—to:limit,” Dute:te"ﬁ*
aid during & visit to Sarangani for,
‘groundbreaking of the coal plant | i

--of Alsons Consohdated Rwoum

Cotp.
“At this time, whoever - lS th

president of the Philippines would i
- always contend with coal. Thete’s -
- 80 much coal still that.can be utl-

dized by civilization for the' next

"50 to 70 years. And to be worrying

about pollution, well, we justhave *
to come to terms with it that in'Gur
time, in our generation, it is reaIly
what it is. There is nothing you¢an
* do:about it,” Duterte said. -3 -
“Thé president said the
coal. for power ¢ontinued, to;f_;zce T
challenges X
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- No fISh pe demohtlon e‘xempﬂon ,

The DepartmentofEn iron-
ment and Natural Resmjrces
- {DENR) yesterday warned the

. public agamstmdlwduals who -

- extort money, in exchange for
supposed exemptibh from the
dismantling of illegal fish pens

"inLaguna deBay. ;-

dersecretary and head of|the
National Antl-Enwronme ntal
Cnme Task Force, said the

Chiee

DENR. does not give any.ex-

,emptlon to fish pen owners or

operators.

. He urged the public to re-

;xport incidents of extortien to-
/'the DENR hotlines: #DENR

: #3367, 0917—868-DENR,,2§)917— R -Rhc dina Vﬂlanueva 7

“No one is untouchable as -
everyone has to go to enable.
_the' [ake to have a breathmg
-spell to rejuvenate;”: Valdez
P csaid.

Arturo Valdez, DENR fun- .

,turesmthel '

!ENR

“885-DENR o 'through aksyon- |

 kalikasan@denr, :govphand web@

denrgov.ph..

- The DEN R, together with

the Laguna Lake Development
"Authority,’

fational Bureau
of Investigation, Philippine

“Army and the Phﬂlppme Coast

Guard startc_l removing fish
péns and othier 111ega1 strue-
elast week.!

i - KR S S
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”+ Another killer lurks: Alt pollution .
I'M TYPING this columri througliteary, eyes. No, the
: ’;ﬁars are not becau{sjeour Maxmg ;diﬁqgaﬂed,to win
S e IR ] +, the slippery Miss. Universe 2016 ctown, but I suspect
Postscrint . ! - ] becausipogpllqﬁpninﬂie air, |l L
oL DR R A Rt Asﬂﬂf from: wate.ryt:i.eyes, I have| hien sneezing Tld
N R EERERTC T DA et ¢ coughing intermittently. I manage to keep writing only
By FEDERICO-D. PASCUAL Jr. . by s eergforce of habitz and deadlifie pressure —in the
P : same manner that I'm able to clawi my way through -
' * chaotic traffic mainly by reflex hon(!:fd over the years.
i Remy sneezing, coughing, runny hose; and teary eyes, -
{ it so happens that the owners of the giarit mall beside us
¢ in Quezon City aré busy constructifg another concrete
! structure just 60‘'meters from our lowrrise condo unit.
We're trapped. The din and dustjof the construction

i

! is so overw. elining;”and- there is simply nothing that
5 we the mall’s neighbors can do abgut it. The fine dust

is on top of the residual brownish blanket. of dirty air
perpetually hanging over the metrgpolis.
E{ave you noticed that Filipinos wk
time in, say, the US.of A, come hone |
start coughing within one week?) |;
{  Onair pollution, btw; the Rotary Clu
. ates an air quality monitoring systenifin Metr
. apublicservice. It has so far four statjons whose readings
i are available’24/7 through its Internet website airtoday.
 phor Androidapp... -~ . e
. Thestations are at EDSA-Mufioz and the Lung Center,
. both in Quezon City; at UST-Espafid in Manila; and on
. Ayala Avenuein Makatk. - - [ v :
* 7 Air quality. in.the four sites .sh
© tern. Lung:Center-QC.shows be
| UST-Espafiahasthe worst, EDSA-
poorest air quality, ‘and Makati pla
t Project initiator Eddie Yap, M:
© RY2015-2016;'told ub that air readi
eve spiked to hazardous levels'i
reached very poor levels at EDSA=
Avenue-Makaff,” - o0 ST
¢ The UST-Espafia site showed'the dirtiest air with
'  readings spikifig to'264 micrograms per cubic meter air
(ug/m’) for particulate matter (PM,}) and 212 ug/m?® for
fine particulate matter (PM, ). Yap|said these readings
j are 428 percent and 748 percent over standards for safe
. air set by the World Health Organization. . "
He said that air quality reverted to/average only after
! 10 hours in UST;Espana, eight hours'on Ayala Avenue-
. Makati, seven hours at EDSA-Murjoz and six hours in

W a-consistent pat-
ter- readings while
ifioz has the second
0 Rotary presid

iti Rotary president
1gs last New Year’s
U JST-Espaha and
inozan ‘on Ayala

' theLungCeﬁter' Feaettou (SR [ oy .
. The ménitdring system employs advanced Germany-
. made outdoper type all weather instriiments that measure
. both PM, , and PM, . Readings are taken continuously day.
* and night and: wirelessly transmitted to a server where
! the data are ahalyzed and shared with the public through
! health adviseries thretigh the Internet:and smartphones.
!'. That is just monitoring. Data cpllected are wasted
unless used. What is'the governmefit doing to improve
R il

the air quaht)‘(? o

* Kk B o ] I
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" BEFTER'WAY TO'SPEND QC'S GARBAGE B BllllliEr@-r ¥

137

¢ first blush,,rt looks,' ood:. i‘Gl.na set on
- Payatas. landﬁll closure”{ Metro,,1/21]1,7) But

-aleader of a people’s or, amzanon alexted us

Ra week 1880, that he saw| a b1llboard. outsrde
Payatas announcing - that a wastesto- energy
(WTE). plant (read mcm'er tor) w1ll soon rise
inside Payatas.

o At a recent meeting o envrrenmentahsts
with: Environment Secretary Gina Lopez on the
il effects of WTE operatr'ons eepecxally,the
fly ‘and! bottom ash from burnt, waste which
' would give us even greater problems, she said,
“I won't sign that then.) [We hope, she, will
honor her.word. : e | B e
: -However, it 15 not. correct for Secretary, Lopez
to tell the Quezon City government to look for
other dumps because. the people there
‘and therr environment will suffer, too Moreover,
from north 1o south of our ¢o untry;is a watershed
' that‘ any,:, landﬁ]l would only polluteé "and
cleetroy asis l_rappemng‘now Our country, which
consists of ;several islands; 1s surrourrded by
bodles of water .

Republrc Act No 9003 (cholo grcalrSolrd Waste
Management Act of 2000) rnandates waste pre-
‘vention at best—or reduction at least. Excess re-
sources must. be segregated t the source (house-
!holds estabhshments) B1 degradable wastes

‘much cheaper and safer.than
Hence,. there woulcl be no. n=ed for landﬁlls,-

. logical ;premises. Here's one:
women: leaders from the city’s barangays wrote

hosprtal wastes must be taken G are of by the hos-
pitals and notgiven to- the regulaf collection.

The law is a bit lax, howeverj by providing for -

re51dual Waste” *—which; is. ohly -what should
go to; therlandflll as the law also provides for.

Strrctly speakmg, residual, waste or “latak” canbe. ..

treatecl[recycled with special t’chnology that is

much less WTE ; W

We ugge the Quezon City government to seri- ‘
s for a,progres-

ously, sincerely ‘consider optio
sive, ,sustarnably prosperous c:ty ‘based on eco-
[n 2012, selected

_Mayor Herbert Bautista about thelr'wsron of Pay-
atas ‘as a bamboo foreSt—to ,mitigate global

warming, protect the, environm ent, .and help im-

prove people slives and the eco n,omy-
The garbage budget could: b

e,more creatlvely

spent for a win-win outcome fi
ment, the; waste managemen

other business entities (the big
in Quezon City) and for the. w,
population, especially the poor.;Bautista has in- .
telligent and hardworkmg peoy le in his environ-, .
mental protectlon and waste management group
,,awho—together .

and iin his’ other departmen

ycontractors, and

r the city gevern- . - '

e’st ones are now..:, . |
hole Quezon City. -

WTE . technology. . -

must be compostecl (1deally t the source, orina
barangay matenals recovery facility. or ecology
center, as wg prefer to, call 1) nonbrodegradable
.wastes.musthelreused recy led, solgyToxis, haz- ..

with many of us, equally intelli .._nt! hardworkmg,r
concerned, and well; smeaning ditizens-~can help
him in transformmg Quezon 1ty into. the most -
ecologigalcitydn the.countey. i 5! B bt s Ss

ardous: wastes;(hrokenglass spent battenes,hght ol e arbi ekt g fEl s dules T ]
bulbs, ; electronic ; Wastes; - ete:). ' be; JOEY PAPAYand ANNET'I;EV;..P_ARA e e
ecologlcally managed wrth ,pecral trea ent by conVenorsky’Bangcm Kahkasan Movement .

bangonkallkasan@yahoo com i~

e

the ity or mun1c1pa1 gov =rnment Infectrous
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BMReports!™
Investlng in rlvers can help
- PHL bag "First World" status

BY IONA‘I‘HAN L. MAYUGA _dcmesnc sectors :

R IR

. Toilo City; Cagayande Oro Cltyand o
" Zamboanga City.Surface-water de-
- velopmentineasuresinotherareas
- are needed:to sustain growth and.
- development, the study said.

. According to the study, demand
. for waterwill reach 85,400 million.
. m*by 2025, as the country’s popu-
_lation posts at an annual growth
- rate of 1 6 percent

s g j_:' ‘o @;ontmayuga It warned that growing popula=
e P rtT wo e cregn tioninurbanareas, water pollution,
B o S ~—'-1n=ff1c1ent use; qf water, denuda-
‘ CCORDING to the Phlhp- - tion of fofést cover in watersheds
‘pines Water Supply and and saltwater irtrusion caused by

h. Sanitation Sector, Assess- extraction, of groundwater in the

| "Poor maqt gement
. WHILE nature blessed the Philip-

menii Strateégyand Road Map of the

- Asian Development Bank (ADB),

, the Philippines has a total mean
‘supplyof 226,430 million. cubic
meters () a year.

The report, released in January

2013, based the computation on.

National Water Resources Board
(NWRB) estimates of the total

© available groundwater supply of
20,200 million m® ayear and based -

on an 80-percent probab1l1ty for
‘surface water.

.The ADB report also said: that

agricultural use accourts for 83
‘ _percent to 85 percent of the coun-
. try's ground and surface water,

. with the remainder being shared
‘by the 1ndustr1al commerc1al and -

metropolitan area of Cebu, Davao

City and certain .areas of Metro

- Mhnilaarea major problem.

Astudybythe NWRBand Japan

(Jica) warned asearly as the 1990s
thiat water deficit would take place
in{17 major river basins until the

. year 2025, : ‘
| The study was based on socio-
“economic projections, water-de- .
‘mand projection, regional water-
" demand projection and water de- -
- mand and groundwater potential
_in|selected nine major urban areas.
The study.covered Metro Manila,
l\'ﬁ;tro Cebu, Davao City, Baguio-
' Clty, Avigéles City, Bacolod City,

CONTINUED ON A2

International Cooperation Agency

- pineswit abundantwatersupply,
" acgess to freéshwater where and .
' when nee :led the most remains
. a big cha]lenge because of poor-
. water man agement

During the wet seasons, rivers
and lakes qverflow and cause mas-

: sive, floods! because of excessive

rainfall, Durlng the dry season,
watet becames scarce and hard to
find, as rnJErs and lakes go dry.

Expertssaid thesewatercouldbe

 stored by constructing small dams
or watler-i{npounding facilities in.
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SAndesdin In Rives

uplandareasto prevent ﬂoodmg n .
.low-lying areas while having water
- to use.during-the dry,season. -

Managing the country's fres >
water resourcerestsinthe hands of

" multiple governmentagencies with

dlfferent mandates and function

" These agencies.are.the Depaxé-
ment of Environment.and N, atur41
Resources-River Basm Control Of-
fice (DENR-RBCQ); Metropohta?

- Waterworksand Sewerage Systerg

- National Water Resources Boar

; ter Managementud\latlonal Poj
* Corp., Lagtina Lake-
_ Authonty, Manila;Bay Coordinat!
. ingOfficeand PaS1g River Rehabilil

Junsdlcnon over water

' mlsmanagement leads to, in worse

Local Water Utilities Administra
tion, National Irrigation Admin-
istration, Bureiu an"ﬁrS ol]!"ﬁ‘d Wa

‘\.

'Developqen i

tation Commission. These agencies
have overlapping mandates and

Good use
INmost cases, proper management
spells life and abundange, while

cases, destruction and déath,

cay kP " Fiegh

Phl Doy

i

.With properly managed‘nvers,
o the huge volume of waterics

! eme
,,,.-3

|
- sureadequate supplyfgre _ f;‘ areas
O
-and.other beneficial udes = "ple hav
» . Environment Sec:retarjr‘ﬁ .Ef{ i

~Paz-L.-Lopez said rivers,

Wl ! ke

A REre sl o LI Gl

Bureau (EMB) saldnvers in

,;ﬁgMEtro anﬂarand hlghly populate d

th: blg);:ogcentratlon of peo-.
poor‘fwater Quality. .
etro'Manila are fip

‘il Iongerp“oductweas theyusedtobe

sheds can be nursed bac , 50 year; 'iagq‘beéause of decades of
bypreventmgdestructw .2 abu‘s‘e,': curie its’ ‘from the DENR—
tivities, She cited as exam " g EMB sa; % ; ‘" eV

. Mesa Watershed, where wite from
--/Angat Dam is treated forﬁap water
Lopez had earlier ‘ordered. the _
%cellatmn of the enwronmen—

trys c;mcal watersheds is. for.
good of the majority of the people
who stand to be affected once the
source of water is contamm‘ated
“We cannot have an’econbny.

.

TR

based on suffenng, she sald wastes
S selfxsh]
. Polluted, silted . - g
MANY of the country's rivers are.
polluted and silted,

The DENR’s Environmental Man-

Ht A et 8 Ay Tk
it *

* Aside from»ialhng f1shes, pollu-
o ,tmn his made,:f)‘anyof thecountry’s
rivers unsafe—even for bathing.
DENR-RBCO Deputy Executive
Director '
. water o)

‘Donna M. Gordove said
ollution in rivers, even
eﬁ‘o Mamla, are: worse

d' thlS to poor

s '-sohd-wa f&mgnagement thein-
‘ dlscr1m1 ate dumping of wasteé in
estuarie andlackofpropersewage-

* treatme tfac111ty

Som%tlmes zpeople dump their
by

ght in the river-for [their |
convenience,” Gordovesaid.

~ “Studies’ ';rove that water in rivers
" are pollufedi inareas where there is
high.con entratlon of people.”

2 Tobeconduded

K




_ ernment’s program on basic educa- -
. “tion, as the company and other par- '

“public officials in the groundbreaking
ceremonies after they signed the mem- -
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| Itogon gams P16m for hlg,;fj

TUBA, Benguet—Philex M

. an agricultural secondary school.

This would ﬁelp the municipality,

pursue and support the national gov-

ties concerned signed the agreement
and broke ground to seal the deal.
Philex Mining CEO and president
Eulalio Austin Jr., Itogon Mayoj
torio. Palangdan, and Beatriz T;orno,
OIC-Regional Director of the Depart-
ment of Education in Baguio |City,
joined other company executives and

orandum of agreement in Sitio Ayosip,

y Barangay Poblacion. .
Torno said the DepEd-Cordillerz Ad-
ministrative Region “cannot

mng"
Corp, is providing its host town of
Itogon a total of P16 million to build ;

Vie-;

than]% Phi- -

lex Mmmg enough. for the legacy that g

it would be leaving—its generosity in
supporting pro_]ects on education” -
. “We have many partners—part—

ners in words, but partners in deed,- -
,the TANHS is part of Philex Mining’s

I see it in Philex,” she stressed..
Manuel Agcaoili, SVP at. Phllex.j

Mining ‘and resident manager of its

Padcal operations in Benguet, said the’

two-story building at Itogon Agricul -
tural National High School will have

10 classrooms and two faculty  rooms .

Tt accominodate senjor high-schoolers -
(Grades 11 and 12) who would enroll by

June. He added that building a teachers -
quarters will follow soon. -

Torno said DepEd-CAR will be ta]k '
lng with the Benguet Staté\Umvemlty,—'!

in the provmmal capital of La Trinidad,

: 'to agree in providing the académic sup-;

port, especiaily its expertise on agncul-
tural studies, for the [ANHS.

-protecting
" mioting the Wwelfarg of stakeholders.

school

“We n ed the agrlcultural sector
to prosper,” she added, stressing

‘the need {¢ enhance livelihood pro-

grams in the region.
. Austin said the granting of funds for

commitment to a humanized responsi-
ble mining) which translates to commu-

ity development by building schools

and roads, Jadhering to labor standards,
the environment, and pro-

“He added ‘that the IANHS may

.also “fall|under the standards” be-

ing spearheaded by Secretary Regi-

-na Lopez jof the Department of En-

vironment? fand Natural Resources,

for minin ; companies to “focus on

the impadted communities” in im-

plenienting: projects under the So-

" Program. Dexter A. See

cial Deviiﬁpment and Management




