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After Issuing a final warmng to '

all fish pen operators last

month, the Department of Envi-

ronmient and Natural Resources

(DEN%) Jbegan, dlsmantlmg ﬁsh
i &

pens ‘and, fish cages in L

de Bayon Thursday. :

“All the 90,000 hectares of

Laguna Lake will be accounted

for "Efivironment Secretary Gi- "‘-

R

naLopez sald
- She posted on Facebook a
short ‘video of wo boat crew

members toppling a' wooden -

plost of a fish pen.

This is “how fish pens are
dlsmantled—very labonous‘"
Lopez sald

She sald even the lake $ nav- -

1gat10 hlghways had beern.
blocked by illegal fish pens, =

~ "You canalreadysee the sma]l‘ DOWN IT GOES A demohtlon team member pulls downa post of a fis
Vis: belng cleared of obstructlons on orders of resudent Duterte.—Lyn mu.ou

ﬁshermen going back to the lake
to fish, just like in the old days.
(Ttns is) how (the lake) should
be—for the peoplé and not for big
corporatlons who dor’ t even give
back tothe people," Lopez added.
_ Envuonment Undersecre-

tary Arturo Valdeg said cleanng
operatlons were sunultaneously
done in the Taguig, Paranaque
Muntinlupa and Bmangonan
Rmal 51des of the lake. ‘

Thursday The lah

: The operanon was conducted
Jomtlyby the DENR, Laguna Lake
Development Authonty {LLDA),
Nahonal Bureau of Invesuganon

Phlhbprne 'Coast’ Guard Phlllp-.

pme Navy and Ph111ppme Army
~Valdez said the obJectrve was
to ‘¢lear the lake of all” illegal

" structures before Pre51dent Du-

terte’s second address to a joint

! a

_ session of Cong'ress In Jtﬂy. ,

A

Duterte s order
In h15 first " address’ t
Congress last! year, Mr. Dutert

: H" ‘

ordered ‘the dlsmantlmg of big-"

fish pens and fish cages in Lagu}

na de Bay to allow small ﬁsherg-

men to gain access to their trai"

dmonal fishmg grounds

i
i

'lake regron smce the 708.”

E] pen in Laguna de Ba)} on }

'

- Valdez said all ﬁsh pens in”
the lake were considered illegal, -
as the LLDA did not renew their"
permits after these expired last
" Dec. 31.

‘Ina statement, the DE NR 5aid:
it would “zero in today oit'litge,
illegal fish operators that have
benefited and profited from the

‘_ke




29 AN ET

~

STRATEGIC €

()MMUNICATION AND INITIATI

DATE UPPER HALF
AGE)S'%' % LOWER HALF

VES SERVICE

GUU"J‘ SJmm‘e d’SWﬂ‘H'Qﬂ'ﬁS]ﬂ

aryth1syear, all periitsito
: ate have been canceled,” it added.
‘Earlier, Lopez assured smali- -

""'_‘Operators havegbeenggwen
nough time' to dlsrpantle‘g

ens last year and% 3t éof Jan-
oper-

 scale fishermen that they would

not be adversely affected, by the

' clea.rmg operatlons

~"DENR" would not.

. Valdez said earlier: that the

baklad or fish trapsﬁowned and
operated by fishermén. ,

He,_said the “only way" to

save the heavﬂy polluted lake

“and’ gwe dccess to small fisher-
' Inen was to dxsmantle all 111egal
f _structures there.

Cmdr Armand ) Bahlo,

i spokesperson for the Coast
"‘ Guard, satd 150, coast guards
. and 18 vessels weré deployed to
\ hélpin the cleanng operatlon

' mantlmg almost dally until June _

"

‘ “The plan is to conduct dis-

We are comrmtted to carry out
the Pres1dent S order " he sard

" The multlagency team; led
- hy Valdez and neéwly appomted
LLDA General Manager Ia1me
' ‘Medina combed the lake for ob-
structlons onThursday. . -

Accordmg to, thet LLDA,;the

' structures belonged “t6 ' twd*cor-

porations—Christina . Flshmg
Corp and East W%st Flshmg
Corp pothowned byAlex Gozon.

their

ouchy the .

‘to a- sectlon of the lake inf:
Muntmlupa Clty, but falled ;
to do'so, makmg the structures| - -

“lllegal ?

Valdez said -Gozon wasf‘f

aware:ofithe demolition.

Once th‘e’* underwater fish| .

pons ano!

nets are removed small fisher- .

men began ﬁshmg in the area,| .

making a- powerful image off
small fishermen takmg back]:. .

[the Laguna de Bay] he Sm.d. o

o e N

;' oratonum

' Last month the LLDA 1m- .
posed a’ temporary moraton-

um” on the operatlon of fish
pens and fish cages on the lake..
A fish- pen operator who re-

quested anonyrmty said ‘the op+f
erators recewed on Jan_ 12.a letter] -
of instruction. mgned by former -
LLDA General Manager Nereus.'_

Acosm telhng them to ‘demolish!
their stmctures by themselves

“Why should we demohsh ify

there is -no ‘written order or

signed board resolution? They F
should make}a study firstof then' :
'pohq%f Seronien pen“” said Mell -
Felix, a fish-pen operator ~WiTH "~
REPORTS FRO'M JUI.IE M AUREI.IO AND -

MARICAR CINCO [NQ

N

IS SR i
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troop ab oar_d overa dozen,moroxboats

ake » Envxronmem: Undersecretary fr
Valdéz said. —sToRY BYDONA mmsucm

PSR
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'I‘he PCG ileployed 20 ves-
s’els and 120 ’persOnnel to pra-
+ vide security’to the task force,
) {ldez, DENR un-

'Resources (DENR) has started dlsmantlmg ﬂlegal dersecretary; for environment -

“and head of the National Anti- -
fish pens in Laguna de Bay . Ehvironmefital: Crime Task

_The task-force which is also ; Bu'_ fau, of Investlgatwn Phll- “*Force, said fhéy hive so far
composed of representatives of~ .ippine ‘National Police and dismantled 200 hectares of il-
the Laguna Lake Development - the Phlhppme Army removed . legal fish pe
Authonty (LLDA), Philippine - the fish :pens along: tl'us‘“town'”" “Those v?flo refuse to re-
Coast Guard (PCG), National yesterday . w0 move the sliructures may be

- - o B .

s, |Especially those
ptalong its shore-
Af '_' / %/Iedlna, LLDA
- genéral man. ger,.said. .
lnaCCordax ce with the Fish-

arrested We have to enforce dress in July. ' -
‘environmerit-laws,”Vdldez . VaIdez said they would also
said. - ensure- ‘that the owners-of ille
.He said the task force "gal‘ﬁshpens would not rebuild
‘would meet with:the stake- their structures. Lo X
‘holders today. to-determine aid the Bureau of F1sh— es'Code, hnly 10 pércent
‘the fastest wa)} to digmantle ‘er1es ‘and Aquatic Resources 9,000 hectares of Laguna
‘the fish peris He'said they are ‘would raise bangus and t11ap1a de‘Bay shotild be allotted for
targeting the removal of more oncé the area is cleared. " " ‘aqudculturel! Fish pen op-
than 13,000 hectares before - , “Several corporatiohs had erators are- 0‘cqu1ng 13, 000
Pre51dent Duterte delivers his faker ad he lake:he o
second State of the Nation Ad- whenvit sk 5 ~With Rh ‘ Vﬂlanuevq
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Sinimulaii na’ ng De-
partment of Environment
and Natural Resources
(DENR) ang-pagsira sa
mga fish pen sa Laguna
de Bay. bilang bahagi ng
direktibang “zero: fish pen
policy” ni Pangulong Ro-
drigo Duterte.

Ayon kay DENR Sec-
retary Gina Lopez, noong
nakaraang taon pa nila
inabisuhan ang mga fish
cage operators na tangga-
lin ang mga lambat saLa-
guna de Bay.

Sa mga hindi tuma-
lima sa ultimatum ng
DENR, puwersahang bi-
naklas ng mga tauhan ng
Laguna Lake Develop-

AFFAIRS OFFICE NEWS C

WDE 3 Dt uvuluuv Litrapravind. \.l\lu:ﬂl.rl T RLIWA ANy

Fish pens S Laguna de Bay U|III!|||Iﬂ

tlgatmn "(NBI), Philip- -
pine. Coast Guard (PCG) :
at Philippine Army (PA). -
Simula noong Dis-
yembre 2016; kanselado
na ang paglalabasng'per- :
mit para sa mga fish pen. .
Ayon sa hepe. ng
DENR National Anti-

Environmental Crime

Task Force (NAECTF)
na si_Arturo Valdez, bu-
kod sa Laguna de Bay ay .
magkakamon dinng pag- :
lilinis sa {ba pang lawa at

" ilog'na sakop: ng Laguna.

Lake na gagawmg eco-
nomic ‘Zone. | * :

WaWallsm din ang’
mga nakafayong f fish pen

"sa Binangonan sa Rizal;

ment Authority (LLDA), Taguig, Paraffaque at’
National Bureau of Inves- Muntmlupa (er’l‘adms).
o e =

il

LIPPINGS
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Hedcor S Bengue —:hydro'

Hedco;r Inc., a umt of

Ahmtlz Power Corp., has
., secured: the' approval of the
~ affectéd tocal tribes for its
49-megawatt (MWY) Biheng
‘combined: hydropower pro-
_ -}ectmLaTnmclad Benguet.’

In.a statement, Hedcor

* said the indigenous people
- of La Trinidad Organization
“(LTIPOY inked a partner-

ship with Hedcor for the
‘development of the 19-MW

hydropower project. -
| - LTIPO formally ap-'
- proved the project on Jan.

25 'with the signing, of a
memorandum of agreement

- (MQA), allowmg various

benefits to the indigenous

_people (IP) organization for

dlearing ‘Hedcor to operate
in theirdomain. . -
" “We are lmppy that the

| ‘IPs of La Trinidad see the
| benefit of our project. Hed-

cor will continue to:parther
with the communities to

1' make a better community,”

Hedcor senior vice presl—
dent Chris Faelnar said.-
‘Under the agreement

 LTIPQ is allotted one cen-
. tavo. per-kilowatt royalty

share f:rom the generatlon of

1 Combin tggmr

,d:or A

the hyclropower plant o
About P600,000 will be o
remittéd ‘to; LTIPO- annu-
ally out of the«generatlon of ;.
the hydropewer plant -and £
about P800,000 for their.

- developiment fundx B
Part of the agreement is
also the construction of the i

IP mult1—purpose buﬂdmg +

. witha vxew'deek where one

can view: the. projéct ‘and
nearby 'scenic:gpots; in a bid
to spur; tourlsm mﬂ'te area.
“The provisions of ouf
MOA will surely benefit the
IP community,%'TP munici-
pal rep.resentatwe Charles
Abela said: L ‘
The: proposed Bmeng
combmed hydropower.
project; whigh will’harness:

the Balili River wl'uch flows ' .

northward of Baguxo City*

to La Trinidad; is expected

to be operatlonal by.2018. -
It will raise the capacity -

" of the 25-year-old run-of-

river hydro-power ‘plant:
from 548 MW to19 MW.

Built iri 1991, -the Bineng '

hydropower plants are one
of the first plants to be con-
structed by Hedcor iri-Ben::
guet. | ~Danessa Rivera

Pt
) 3

Jar thanks the IP community during -
the MOA signing for the Bineng combined prolect. The pro]ect
‘ wﬂl bring beneﬂts to the.lP community. .

o h %A 8
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pro

e (IP) of La~

. inked a partnership with Hed- .
cor Inc. for the developmenit of the /"~
19-megawatt (MW) Bineng-;c’:ombingd -

hydropower-.prgjjéct. T o

Y

s

ing of a memorandum of agreement’
(MOA). The MOA will give rise to
various benefits to the IP organizs-
tion for clearing Hedcor to operate
in their domain. ot
IPLTOis:allotted 1-centavosper--
kilowatt—houi'“rdya]ty share*from
the generation of the hydropower

“We arehappy the IPs of La Trini--
dad see the benefit of our project.
Hedcorwill continvetopartnerwith
the communities to make a better: -
| cotnmunity;” said' Chris Faelnay,
Hédcor senior vice president. .-
On Janitary 25 IPLTO formally .
approved the Projéct with the sign-

Trinidad Organization (IPLTO)

- tue of this ag

i " The proposé

T
E 4 "
.

A | g

plant. Witil_ he projected energy -
output, about:P600,000 will be
remitted to IPLTO ansiually out of

the gene'ratiotn ‘of the hydropower
t'

plant andal?‘o' it 800,000 for their
developmient fiind; - o

¢ Thelong-awiitedIPmultipurpose
building will Itso be'erected by vir- _
sernent. A view deck;
where one ca ¥iew the project and
, ts, will surely spur |

néarBy"sééhi"c_.‘ g
tourismin the iréa.'j: L
e L A LT . L
IP Municipal Representative -

Charles Abelafis thankful for the

milestone the project has become.
“The provisigns of our MOA will

sirely benefit the Ip ‘community,”

d Bineng combined

liydtopower projécthasia total ca-

1

pacxtyoleMWItwﬂI harnessthe Q
Balili River, which flows northward
- of BaguioCity to Lq Trinidad: The

My
stars, b they e all tall Hellioy
Devenpromised us;anything Baclk
. GO R DT A i, R
in t}}e _-dgys, but 1;}}&_){ did 1] the .
thingsweasked evenbdyondwhiae S
the law requires” - . RO

Project ig expected to be opera-
tional by 2018, ¢ W T
B PLTOPresident Pendon Thopgg, "
son has'ifgjndgéqqllecti‘bns onlibw
- Hedcor. sustajned its'"relationéhip
- with "the..i:orhfn'i.'i:ri,i'ty‘.f"Othen com: |
+-~-Pantles will promise the moonand

e T R s 1
Hedcorbecafp;ethesﬂ;:ntpart' 3
of thet community, always lend} ng

2 hand tbrits paftnersiand helplye-
make Barangay Bitiengabétter i
tolivein.  lafig e on. o n

TS
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Bineng hydropower project in Benguet. :
Hedcor said under the agrcerncn't, the IP organization will
kilowatt royalty share

- to make a better community,” Chris Faelnar,

IP group allows development
“of Aboitiz plant in Benguet
ABOITIZ Power Corp. affiliate Hedcor, Inc. signed 2 partnership

deal with the indigenous people AP of La Trinidad Organization
(LTIPO) to allow the development of the 19 megawatts (MW)

receive benefits such as one centavo per
from the generation of the power plant.

With the projected energy output, about P600,000 will be remi-
ted to LTIPO annually out of the generation of the hydropowar
plant and about P800,000 for a development fund aside from the
construction of a multi-purposc building. .

The proposed Bineng combined hydropower project will har-
ness the Balili river which flows northward of Baguio City to La
Trinidad and is expected to be operational by 2018. ‘ '

«“We are happy that the IPs of La Trinidad see the benefit of 0
project. Hedcor will continue to partner with the communitics

Hedcor senior vice
president, said in a statement. . -

Eaglier, the Zamboanga Del Norte Electric Cooperative signed
with HedcorBukidnonan additional 5 MW power supply from the
68.8 MW Manolo Fortich hydropower project.

The Manolo Fortich project will tap the rivers of Tanadm,
Guihean and Amusig for its two cascading run-of-river po er
plants that will produce 360 gigawatt hours of encrgy. This wi
be completed by the third quarter this year.

The first ofthe two cascading run-of.river hydropower plants,
Manolo Fortich 1, which is contracted to JV Angeles Construc-
tion, is now 70 percent compiete, while the second unit being
constructed by Sta, Clara International Corp. is 68 percent done.

Hedcor currently operates 22 hydro power plants in the coI{‘m-
try - five in Davao City, four in Davao del Sur,
in Mountain Province and one in Ilocos Sur -

that produce a combined capacity of 185 MW.

The Aboitiz group is aggressively developing and diversi ing
its portfolio especially in the renewable sector, which now in-
CLoes the 45 MW Nalatang B in Benguet and the 360 MW M%lgat
hydroelectric powert plant in Isabela as well as the 8.8 MW Asea-
gas biomass cnergy facility under construction in Lian, Batangas.

At present, the Aboitiz group and its partners produce 31350
MW of total net sellable capacity, 38 percent of which comes
from its renewable power plants all over the country.

11 in Benguet, one -
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- THE mdlgeneus people’ (IP) of La)'rln-
' idad have agreed fothe 19-megawatt

Fe(MW) ] Bineng cornbrned hydropower

prerect of Hedcer Inc. m Benguet the
| compafy said on Thursday :

o "We are happy that the IPs of -
prorect Hedcor will continue o
partner with the cnmmunltres ter EX
make abetter communrty. sard Chris

: Faelnar Hedcor senior. vrce presrdent
m @ statement g

Hedcor and the mdrgenous people

l srgned the memorandum of agree-
 mignt an Jan 5

=‘. ' With the agreement, the orgamza-

tiori is aliotted a centavo for each
krlowatt hour royalty sharafrom the
generatron of the hydropower plant.

; - Based on the prejected energy
output around P600,000, yearly will
be remitted o the 1PS* for allowing the

t plaritto. .operate in theirf domarn A

r separate 'P800,000 is? earmarked for

v therr development furid.: ;

. The agreement WIII also pave the
way for the constructlon of multi--

P

Shy droj ,pro] ec 3
gets apprdtral fr,

‘tained clgarance froniithe Depart— :

;f; : 1'.‘,-’1:
?? ;_.gfwr Wl

w\""

purpose burldtng for the eeple. wrth
aview deck whlch Hedcor expects to,
spur tourismin the‘area

This comes after Hedcor "ob=.

ment of Energy to conduct ) study
run-of- rrverr hydro poweh prorects
in Benguat wrth a combrned capac—
ity of 98 MW, - s s
One of thé prorects is the.
Bineng hydroelectrrc power facility;.
which atrns to rncrease thecom- .

your
ne.or by typing the l-.nk

mﬂw&lf otm'»
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Rody: Phl
to continue
using coal

" DAVAO CITY. The Philippines has o

choice but t continue using coal to address .

the increasing demand for power in the
- country, President Duterte said yesterday.

“At this time, whoever is the president

. of the Philippines would always contend
:with coal. Thére’s so much coal stll that
‘can be utilized by civilization for the next
.50 to 70iyears. And to be. worrying about

i 1], you just have to come
-that in our time, in our

generation, it is:really what it is. There -
i$ nothing*you can do about it,” Duterte .

-5aid during’the ceremonial ‘switch-on of .

- the firsti105-megawatt section.of the Sa-

- ranganiEnergy Corp. (SEC) in Barangay
Kamanga,:Maasim, Sarangani province.
...+ The President also led the ground- -
“'breakirig ‘cerémony for the!second 105- .

- "MW section of the SEC facility.

;- Plant will have the capacity.
1up to 210 MW

i .Power Group : ; ) .
gan.commerdaloperationsin April last year

and curzently !
‘Sarangariiand o

According to Duterte, coal remains the |
most viable and cheapest energy source

in the country.

The operation of the power‘_:p‘,l‘gnt‘is

in line with the Duterte administration’s

i
¥

-Plan to energize the entire country by'the
end of its term by encouraging the private
- sector to increase investments'in ‘power

generation and provide stable, ".aff.oi'.da_l:;lhe'

4. and sufficient energy. :

The S8EC baseload coal-fired power

to produce
V'of electricity for southern

and south ceritrdl Mindanao. . -

- According td'the website of the Alsons

B Sl

the first 105-MW section be-

‘Supplies General Santos City,

The second 105-MW section of the SEC
plantis expected to start operation in 2018.
The Alsons Power Group, Mindanao's

first independent power producer, has
awarded the. $280-million engineering, .

procurement ‘and construction contract

for the second 105-MW power plant fo the-

Yokohama, Japan-based global engineer-

-ing firm JGC Corp. and its local subsidiary
. JGC Philippines Inc. - Edith Regalado

érkey areas of Mindanao. - -
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Villar opens éco-waste surs

SENATOR Cynthla Vlllar opened
‘on Thursday the four-day Third Na-
tional ‘Integrated. Eco-waste Man-
agement Exhibition with the theme
‘ “Engagmg Response to'the Chang-
" ing Environment” at the Quczon
. City Memorial Circle.
The four-day exhibition, spear-

- headed by Director Eli Eldifonso*
of the Department of Environ--
ment and Natural Resources-NCR,
showcases initiatives, best prac- ¢

_tices, emerging technologies, lec-

_tures and presentations by experts.

. on varied subjects of interest wnIl
.-also be conducted,

there will be product demonstra-
tions and explanatzons from spon-
“"sors on Jan. 27, an e-concert with
True Faith arid Sponge Cola on Jan.
+ 28, a bikatlion dubbed "Padyak
: Para saKalikasan” on Jan. 29 and a
. Zumba dance exercise, -
. The summit aims to shed llght
on env:ronmental and ecologwal

D S,

: lssues that disrupt the_ ?rooesses of

" Mother Nature and the creatures . b

‘-lwmg within it. In llght of the cel-
ebration of the Waste Management -

Actanniversary and the Zero Waste
» Month "every January, the. Summit

seeks to educate the pub]lc oi the’

" destruction of the envxronment dnd
“what iliey can do to help alIevnatc
“ this situation. I :

One of the hxghhghts of the sum- ‘

mit is the “Walkthrough the Envl-__,_

roninent” an interactive ‘Activity

- with 10 stations that will ake 9ou

experiehce what the envxronment’ ey

. . going- through nghl}now -and‘will ¢
After the opening on Thursday, K

help you reflect on what you can d0'
to save Mother Earth
‘Along with raising awareness,

the' E-Summit works ‘with ‘govern-

ment agencies and nou-govemmen ‘
orgamzatlons io urge the publlc’

: especlally the youth;'to: pam::lpate
- in effective solid waste manage-
~ment, healthier lifestyle programs,

and other lmtlatwes that would help

o Enterpnm

sors ;«"!Mala 01

l

mlt

save ti;e env ru'onruent and promote a
of life. '

.Development

Authority dnd other ational agencies
andlomlgmernmerntumts aswellas’
' CEOé‘andfs,emormanagersofpnvate

companies patticipating as exhibitors
are also atterldmg the opening day of

This event was made possible by

sponsots LG Lopez JFE, Landbank,
Cemex, Deyelopment Bank of the
Philippines,{Maynilad, JI Esteban
Cleanway, Metroclark

Tite.,’Eco-s3 _fem Technologlcs Inc.,
and EEI C Qur, minor spon-
Soap, ‘Full. Advan—

1enlhManila.com and
at PTV4.
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By Rormel W.Domingo
@ronwdommgoINQ

L

Fehpe U. Yap is mfusmg Psoz 5w

million in fresh capital into Lep-
anto Consolidated Mining Corp., -
part of which will be used to bring

forward fo development the $3-
billiog, ] Ea:; South, F East (FSE) -gold

- and copper pro;ecthenguet.

In a- report to, .the’ Philippine

'Stock Exchange, Lepanto.; vice
' presrdent Odette 4, ]avrer said the

mining “firm was issuing 3; 35 mil-
llon common shares at 45 ‘cen-
tavos each to Yapsterle-Trade Inc.

~ Yapster, where ¥ap Serves as
_chair same ‘as in Lepanto, “will

take up the pnvate placemen . adjacent to the Vrctona gold pro-
share, subject toa two-year lock

up peho 4 Javier said. v

" shg sard proceeds from the”

pnvate:placement will be used fo

further explerauon and initial deir i.to completmg abankable feasrbﬂ;- 0

velopment of the FSE project, an
settlement of outstahdmg debt.

She sard -the riew- pro;ect wasf[

1 ]ect, and Lepante had drilled over

35kilometers inthe area . 7o)
“Dritling continues to mcrease 3
i the resource/reserve withay

ity stiidy ‘as soon as possrble.’f 1
e ~Javier said. §
In ]uly 2016, the Chamber of

ENER _,__....—

ﬁres of the Phrhppmes sald
TMere were 11 projects that were
- expected, to start operation, byﬂ
2019 and which account for $23
billion or about P1 tn]hon m m— :
vestments :
- These include the FSE pm]ect,
! the ‘deposit in which was drscov-
eredm1980 INQ SR
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‘Wetla nds |

: By Butch Gumo

: BALANGA CITY Bataan——

The: Balanga wetlands and

- marshlandy are’ 1mportant to the

: ex:stmg mlgl;atory Jbird €Cosys- -

tem in this part of the country,

: the ‘Wild Bird" Club of the Phil-

1ppmes said here: ' -
s-"'These wetlands - and marsh-

' 1ands in Balanga villages of Tortu-

* gas, Puerto Rlvas Ibaba., and Siba- .

can are unporbantto 'the ecosystem
involving migratory birds,” WBCP

. member K.aren Ochavo pomted out

durmg the water bud census here

* on Saturday.,

“ “What the' cn'y gbvernment
domg here in Bnlanga to protect |

~ and ‘conserveé ‘migratory birds

and thsir habntat is comumend-
able, ingoibr as not msruptmg

. thé balance of the ecosyslem,
Ophavo added

“1City Admlmstrator Rudy de

. Mesa said: Mayor Francis Gar-

| Venzon-Gozon;

tia  and Vice Mayor Vianca !
-as ! presiding -
officer of the, city ‘council, are
.cqmmltted to protectmg the mi-
gratory bu;ds apd the:r habltat
an the city.” " .

a “Qur Thong: Dayo Festival is’
'a Hall of Fame awardee as Best

\

I mpo rl:alrffh 2
for migratory birds’|

Tounsm Event Clty Cat .gory
‘from ' Department . -of
«lsm this’ protectmg the migra-

[Tour-

I

tory birds is aligned witly our |

. tourism thrust ”De Mesa s bgid: -

for :the villagers and 'vigitors
_for' not ‘harming the birds. and

“The mayor is-also. tha nkful 1

| cooperating with the cityfin its -

_drive to ‘protect. the eny 1ron-
.ment”headded R X

The census. counted - 15 075
migratory) bll‘dS in one
.thé. wetlands in four sdagide

ayati.

v1llages of this. city, lowe *than -
last year’s number, as taIl'_ d by -

‘representatives from the’ De-

- partment “of Environmen tland
. Natural Resources and W CP' -

- Cristing Cmgco, WBC 'sec-

retary, said not all the mig atory .
'birds; have -arrived at Ba fnga' i

““It was very windy,” pnly i few

fishponds were dry, and the tlde ;

was high,” she added. - [t

- Cingeo, said -'the census? still

! Gartie Ip - iwith 2 good nu:nbér,‘
con51dermg ‘the; -counts i
: daba, Pampénga, and otheq

i Fhere : were -34«bird. §
“$potted in Balahgs bul e

seen in the wetlands. b

gcies -
Tets,
terns and plovers were thelmost

Can-
bird-
- watching sites weremuchdgzer\ e
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WEST Zone concessionaire .Mayni-

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND

Moreover, a total of 112,000 man-

‘Maynilad’s ‘Plant for Life’ plants;95,l& trees in 2016

lad Water Services, Inc. (Maynilad)
planted a'total of 95,700 trees in 2016
through its “Plant for Life” program—
the company’s flagship initiative that
aims to save the watersheds from
denudation.

Last year, over 1,500 volunteers
from Maynilad and its partner or-
ganizations planted a total of 70,700
indigenous trees over 58 hectares

of the Ipo Watershed, as well as &

25,000 mangrove propagules along
the Manila Bay coastline in Cavite
City, Bacoor City, and the munici-
palities of Noveleta and Kawit in
Cavite Province, ‘

To date, Maynilad has planted around
486,300 saplings—using indigenous
trees like narra, cupang, acacia and
alibangbang—in the Ipo Watershed
sinice 2007.

Miss Maynilad Water Warrier and Miss Earth
Philippines 2016 finalist Jan: Louise Abejero
plants saplings at the Ipo watershed,

grove propagules have already been

planted in the Cavite coastal areas since
2013. .

or 2017, the company aims to plant
60,000 trees in Ipo Watershed and
15,000 mangroves in Cavite to coveran
additional land area of approximately

53 hectares.

- “lhis year, we intend to expand the
coverage of our ‘Plant for Life’ activ-

ity to the shorelines of Laguna Lake,
“where the presence of mangroves will

help to provide sanctuary for aquatic

fauna and improve the quality of water

in the lake,” said Maynilad president
andichief executive officer Ramoncito

Fernandez. L
.&aynilad’s “Plant for Life” pro-
gra n welcomes volunteers who wish

to plant trees in these watershed .
areas, . '
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ROM food to scenic spots, to its lovely and
friendly people, the Visayas region has so
many undiscovered treasures just waiting to
be shared with the rest of the world, ’
Resilient Ormoc
Despite the natural disasters that have befallen it,
Ormoc in Leyte stahds as proof of man’s resilience and
determination, and a wonderful travel destination. You

can enjoy the city’s delicacies like chocolate moron

and cassava cake or stay at the resorts, where you are .

guaranteed good food and excellent service.

When in Ormoc, don't fail to see Lake Danao Natural
Park and Lake Danao, the famed violin-shaped body of
water. It is one of the eight Iakes in-the Philippines that
you must visit, according to online news Web site Rappler.
Experts say the lake is volcanic in origin.

Other placés worth visiting in the economic, cultural,
and commercial hub of Western Leyte are the sugarcane
and pineapple plantations in the mountains. And don’t
leave Ormoc without enjoying a glass of fresh pineapple
juice-it’s the hest.

Bountiful Roxas . ’

Known as the seafood capital of the Philippines, Roxas
City, Capiz is one of Panay Island’s centers of education,
‘trade and economic activity, owing to its geography and
proximity as a sea port.

Enjoy the city’s festivals, including SinadyasaHalaran
Festival celebrated in the first week of December in
commemoration of the city’s founding. Also not to be
missed is the Diwal Festival signifying the city’s impor-
tance as the country’s seafood capital. Diwal is a prized
and sought after shellfish which is delicious when baked
with cheese and garlic. .

When in Roxas, don’t forget to visit Panay Church and
the Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine or the beautiful Liktinon
Falls. You can also shop for Capiz products hand-crafted
by local artisans. |, ‘

Undiscovered
treasures

- Charming Calbayog

There’s a lot to see and experience in Calbayog. Lo-
cated in the western part of Samar, it is known as the
City of Waterfalls. Places you must visit are Nijaga Park
and the Guinogo-an,{Tinago-an and Danao Caves, as well
as the Tabokno and [Pan-as Falls,

The Philippines’ leading airline, Cebu Pacific, intro-
duced three new routes to Eastern and Western Visayas
to connect Cebu—the Queen City of the South—to
Leyte, Samar and Panay Island.

Cebu Pacific willjhave daily flights between Cebu
and Ormoc and Cebu and Roxas, and four times weekly

. (Tuesday, Thursda Saturday and Sunday) between
Cebu and Calbayog using ATR 72-500 aircrafts, s

With the lowest all-in year-round fare, Cebu Pacific
one-way flights from Cebu to Calbayog is priced .at
P1,927, Cebu to Qrmoc at P1,591 and Cebu to Roxas

at P1,983, . _ .
Aside from Cebu, the airline also operates flights out
of five other strategically-placed hubs in the Philippines:

Manila, Davao, Clark; Kalibo, and lloilo. Cebu Pacific’s
extensive network covers over 90 routes and 64 desti-
nations, spanning Asia, Australia, the Middle East, and
the United States. _

Cebu Pacific’s 58strong fleet is comprised of six Aitbus
A319, 36 Airbus A320{six Airbus A330, eight ATR 72500,
and two ATR 72-600 aircraft. Between 2016 and 2021, CEB
expects delivery of twlb more brand-new Airbus A330, 32
Airbus A321neo, and Ig ATR 72:600 aircraft. _

For bookings and inquiries, guests can visit http://
cebupacificair.com or call the reservation hotlines
(+632)7020-888 or’ (%1-6332)230-8888. The latest seat
sales can be found on Cebu Pacific’s official Twitter (@
CebuPacificAir) and Facebook pages. ’

. Guests may also download the Cebu Pacific official
_mobile app on the App Store and Google Play.
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When in Ormoc, don't fail to see Lake
Danao Natural Park and Lake Danao,

the famed violin-shaped body of water,
(rise.ph)

Whenin Roxas, don'tforget to visit Panay Church and the Our Lady af Lourdes

Park’ th
Shrine or the beautiful Liktinon Falls. {Iakacipﬂipinas.com)

Tinago-an and Danao Caves, a;s well as the Tabokno and Pan-as Falis:
—_— - Al 1 - .
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RESEARCH

ORTLAND Mame Umted ‘
States (AP)=-~What could an 5'
- Indonesianvoleshic eruption, :.:
: 8 200-year-old chmate disas- ;

| ter; andwa isurge inthe. consumptron of :
. mackerel'tell us about today s era of |
global warming? ‘... f
the a.bit, researchers say . ofl
<A groupof scientists and.dcademics . Sin
mth the University: f. Massachusetts '
_ andothermshtutlonsmade that assess- :
f. mentwhlleconductmgresearch abouta
- flong-ago calamity in New:Eng]and that
f was: caused by the’ eruphon\ of Mount
'I‘ambora half a world: awayin 1815.
+.A cooled climate;led:to-deaths of
, llvestock and changed ﬂsh patterns
. inNew England, leavingmany people
dependent on the mackerel; an edible
. fish-that was less’ affec_i;ed than many
; -animals.The researchers assert that bit
- of history gives clues about what food
. _security could be like in ther modem era
. of chmate change. .
e “Howwe resporid to these events is
i gomg tobe cntlcallylmponant for how
‘we come -out of this.in the: :long term,”
saxd Kareti Alexander the'lead author
- of the study and a’ research fellow in
enwronmental conservatron A'We can
. learti - from the pastthow. people dealt - ;
w1t.h the. unanucrpated.”, I
-The research group! sﬁndmgs were
pubhshed this month in:thejournal Sci-
| :ence Advances. Theylooked at what the
} catastroplnc Tambora eruptlon meant
. for the:Gulf of Maine and nearby human
i food systems ,
: *The Tambora eruptron was one of
f;he most powerful in-recorded history,
| -and was: followed by aishort time of
 -climate- ¢hange — speclfically, global
; coohng—— and severé weather: Its im-
-pact on weather, food- avallablhty and
. human-and animals dea “worldwide
hasnbeen studied exteris vely The year
' that féllowed the eruption; 1818, is
i often descr:bed as the “Year Wlthout
" aSummer”: .
: The; researchers behmd the Selence

. .\. -:




