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Results on DENR audlt on mlnlng out Feb. 2

THE Department of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) said the final results on the audit
of 30 mining companies that failed the initial audit
conducted Jast year will be released by February 2.

Oniy 11 mining companies out of 41 passed
the audit and the rest were either suspended or
recommended for suspensnon for failing to meet
environmental safety standards. . -

The 11 are Philex Mining Corp., R1o Tuba
Nickel Mining Corp Atlas Consolidated Mining
and Development Corp., Techiron Resources
Inc., Cagdianao Mining Corp., Taganito Mining
Corp Platinum Group Metals Cotp., Greenstone
Resources Corp., Philsaga Mining Corp., Pacific
Nickel Philippines, Inc. and Apex Mining Com-
pany Inc.

Regina Lopez, DENR secretary, had said that in

" auditing these mining coinpanies, the agency will

not just look at the technical side but also the social

on the residents of the community, on bodies of
water among others.

The audit team - composed of representa-
tives from the DENR centraf and regional offices,
the Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB), En-
vironmental Management Bureau, Biodiversity
Management Bureau, Ecosystems Research and
Development Bureau, the Department of Health,
the Department of Agriculture and civil society
organizations - focused on safety and health, mine -
environmental management, social development,
mining tenement, Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act,
hazardous waste, and solid waste,

Mario Luis Jacinto, DENR undersecretaty and
MGB concurrent director, assured stakeholders and
investors of government support amidst uncertain-
ties in the mining industry.

Speaking before participants of the Japan Oil,
Gas and Metals National Corp. JOGMEC) seminar
on sustainable development of mineral resources,

practices such as the effects of thelr opcxatlons

Jacinto said government is keen on having all indus-
tries including mining contribute to the country’s
development.
“The challenge is to squarely address legitimate
concerns; provide proper information to have a
. shared perspective of development options and
patiently reason with.oppositors to set aside un-
. - reasonable demands,” Jacinto said in a statement,
He also assured investors government will study
policies that would best position the country in the
world minerals market while information sharing
with the industry stakeholders will be pursued at
. every opportunity.
“Geological maps and reports, gco-hazard
maps and studies and watershed maps already
"available will be provided to and analyzed with
industry partners to have a common apprecia-
tion of the areas with potential for development
- and identify the elements at risk in the dlffcrcnt
areas, ” he said.
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Auditre
‘expected

"THE government is set to! release-

partiment; 15 5, i
“The fate of ‘3q mmmg com-

: panies that faﬂed the initial audit

- conducted by the~Department of!

_statement released by 'the agency

| on Wednesday.

- Mines and. GeOSciences Bu-
. reau’s (MQB} Offlcer—m-eharge
A551stant Dlre;tor Danilo M.
Uykxeng said last month that the
validation of the responses of
these metal mines was only to
start Déc. 14, more than a month '
after the agency completed send-
1ng out show cduse orders to the
‘miners mvolved

| L. Lopez had declined to provrde
" any detail on the findings of thé ,

" audit before the scheduled re-

" lease date, saying it was prema—
ture” todoso. - .
' " The Environment chief, one
v week after | assummg office on”.
July 1, issued‘a memorandum
. order directing a rewew,of all 41-
metal mines in the country.
Based on the initial regults. "
rreleased on, Sept., 27.. onlyy 11
mining compames “passed” the’
audlt and,30 ﬁrms ere warned

of poésﬂ)l%s M Afor failing

~ nextweekits. final report-and rul- -
I .ings on the metal mine audltg ac- |
. |- cording to.the En\'iironment de-

DENR Secretary Regma Paz '_

eults fori mmers
nextweek .

- to.meet enwronmental safetykl

standards. ~ SRR

. Prior the- Teview, 10 metal '

mines were issued: su5pen51on
orders. -

-The audit.was ongmally snp,j
posed to be a'one-mionth review -
but has since faced repeated de- ¢

rector. Leo L. Jasareno, ongmally
assigned by Ms. Lopez to head
the audit.

‘ML Uykieng,. the head of the

e EpvnroqrnﬂntrandjNatural Re-r.. Jayse s et i rend G bous
! J-sourges (DENR)-last yearrwn.ll beta cme\mop the.oauseeof delagﬁwas s

lgnown on Beb. 22 ;accordmggo e ‘thﬁgagkmg -of: fopmer,MQ}i Di

N

_ technical workmg group whrch ‘
_vahdated the responses sald .
that the parameters used in the
‘ Anatlonw1de adit were the same '

measures used in reg‘ular mom-f ;

formg performed quarterly :
But this partlcu.lar auth wh.lch

At T

his been runnmg for more than

rmnes

_six months serves to’ address :
' complamts raised by tesidents’
of commumues hostmg these;

“Thete are n'lany kmds of au—
dit. An audit to improve 1 the sys— :

> ‘this cade; it is* Mr: Uy]ﬂeng sard

inan earlier phone mtemewmth

BusinessWorld. . T
. Mr. Uykieng. also: declmed to.

-give a statement 'on their fmd-'.
. ings, The DENR: chref however,"
” still has tha. flna] say whether to"
. approve these. recommendatxons

—JanimaClim . . . 5

B S N d

'.tem Acomphancd audit which, in;
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‘ He said whlle the guals set: i
amendlng the Mmlng Act ar creatmg 2%
new mlmng r‘egulatnoqs are in th'e -
~hest, mt:er'est of’ the ‘soun ry: th
roup: L ﬂpropased me!:hod
Business for . ¢ - smost effactive, -

) o : Some of the. propnsals mclude
imiting. tHe raw metals ‘the country
will praduce to_only serve the -
. Jocal: market KJ?E!EST SElId this, wﬂl
ongk jumpstart mdustmallzatlun as
Y en\nsnoned but may.evenkillthe. .

Repealmg the Mmlng Act uf 1995

*’could:only encourags” |Ilagal mmmg
- activities that do t-respéct

governm it regulatmns accmrdmg

[F'BESTJ warned agarnst mmves

. by Congress to repeal the: Mlnmg

i Act gnd replace;it with propnsed

Ieglslatmn coll tlve[y referped tc

“-Alternative Mlntng' Bills [AMB,'SJ.& ‘
"+ PBEST said the Committee on-.
. Natural Resourges of thie House'
of HEpresentBtwes ad stapted

' ', mlmng zones nve,r what ar-e already _
. ‘covered nder the Mining Act.and: -f:.-
_ the Nationa Integr-ated Protected .
; ._' Areas System Act are pr-actlcally
. tant:arnount tn a natmn-w;de mmmg
R ban ] '
Att . Ysar Castlllo Secretary !
«PBEST sal_d desplte the ‘1{ ‘
b s :

] 2d 0’ r‘epeal
' ‘ih i;eal problem |s

thi _ gl Iavﬁ is perfect.,f‘
"There is still a ot of room,_
r lmprnvement: such as.the

79in 28012 effect[vely Sty a er.iNa.. k
¢ Implemergtamon e
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By Ronml w. Domingo
- @ronwdomingoINQ ©

R

~ Global pric_:'es"of niekel,r_ose bys.

' percent inthe fourth quarter of
2016'compared to the’ previous

. ongomg Departme
ronment’ ‘and * Natural!“Rel

© sources (DENR) audit of mines,

; accordmgtothe World Bank.i
' . Based'on the latest issue of
: rhebanksquarterlyCommodl-
.ty :MarKets ' Outlook Teport,

prices of the ‘white metal in-:.

. créased .to:$10,7g7 per . metnc
_ ton n- the' Decembet: quarter
' from $10, 264 in the September
quarter : e ey
‘Bven. \then, such increase

. .was tempered compared to the
16 3—percent quarter-on—qua.r-
ter jump inthe third quarter:

" from $8;823 .in. the second
quarter ‘ ny
~'This was' when the 'Duterte
admuustranon was: mstalled!
~and-Regina Lopez, a ‘staunch’
~environmentalist, - had as-

Sk 3 P .
R R LI TSR T

ey

I wEL)

Secretary DR o

 from $9.5054n 2016,
three, months partly. due tothe ..

Wednesday‘ the DEN R sald the- ;
"'+ “fate of 30 mining compames

sumed office as Envuonment

' The World: Bank forecasts'
mckel prices would' TEV up: by'

-14.6 percent to $11,ooo |1n"2017

kel . pnces rose. (i
uart I !

- ql G
'strong stainless”steel demand“
_ in China, and Ioss of ore outputx
in‘the Philippines due to &

ronmental audits-of mi
. although losses were less th:
rmually feared,” the bank'said::

~“The teversal of Indonesm §!

export han strpulates that any-

miner bulldmg a$melter for at:

least: 30 "percent ofits feed-
. stock: will'be’ allowed 0 éxport:
excess -ore-sipplies,” it added;
“However, there is uncestainty:
onhow miuch excessore willbe.- ; .

shlpped from’ the country‘ (In—

dones1a) o g
: Because of the ban in In-

donesra ‘the'Philippines has-

“been’ the nworldAs* *blggestt sup-‘ g
) farlmg ‘to*meet envn:o
safety standards INQ -

plier of riickel since: 2012

In a statement‘ 1ssued"

. . i
Vo

* that failed the initial ‘atdit con-"

'?"“" 'Last fuly 8 Lopez ordered )
¢'~an immediate review of the .

identify . the

ducted.. will be known on

* Feb:'2,” when Lopez is set to
*- apnource the final tesults and

recommendatrons of an. audrt‘

operations of all 41" metdllic
‘mines in the country, “to lock

‘-‘mto the adequacy and effi- -
~ ciéhcy-of environinental pro-

tection' measures taken by the
mining comparies, determme- ‘
gdps in-'those measures and
approprlate
penaltiés- -for .violations ‘ of

-niining- and enwronmental
,laWs" dremo

Subsequently, last Sept; 27,
she ‘afinounted- that only 11
mining - companies passed”
the-audit and 30 firms were ei-
ther:ordered suspended or rec- -
ornmended' for suspensron for .
ental

0
-, C “
T oo
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Stronger
regulatlon
.of plastic
bags urged

C1t1ng concerns over the
proliferation of plastic trash
all over the world, Sen. Loren
- Legarda has called for stron-!
ger reguildtion-on the use of'
plashc bags in the country. '

' Based on'a 2016 report
called the New Plastics Econ-
omy: Rethinking the Future'”
of Plastics by the Ellen Ma--

" cArthur Foundation, Legarda:-

- noted that.the world’ pro-";

- duced 20 imes moré plastici iny

. 2014 (311 million tons) than it a

- did in 1964 (15 million tons).
Atthis rate, Legarda noted

_that oceans are expected to .
! containmare plastic than fish -

; (by weight) by the year 2050. -
- “Plastic'bags are ubig-'
', uitous components of the:

. world’s consumer. culture.

© These non-blodegradable'

. plastic bags symbolize'the’

throwaway culture that we

~have developed. We can-:
.pot go buysiness as usual as
it poIlutes our oceans and:
water, aid even the air when.
. burned,” Legarda said. J
“The plastlc mdustry has!

" stressed that pastic bags are .

recycled for 'industrial use.

In areas wheré plastic bags;

' have been banned, storés”

‘use double-layer paperbags, -

' posihg a'threat fo trees.- !
According to Legarda, the;

- Philippines; together with,

Chma, Indonesm, Thailand

. and Vietnam: is enncidared’

"By MAFIVIN SY S

[

E| . The fiye countries,algfie], ™

F are spewing out as much as,.

. 60 percentof the plasth waste.

. that enters the world's seas. *

- Legarda has filed Senate.

' Bill 430 o, the proposed«

Plastic Bags Regulation Act,!

which; aims to strictly regu-

late the production; importa-,

- tion, sale and use of plashc

bags. -

{+  “This proposed measure
‘discourages the use of, plas-
tic bags and encourages the!

use of nativé reusable bags
, made of organic or recycled |
" materials, anid reusable con-
tainers made of glass ornon- -
‘toxic and non‘hazardous,
matenals, she said.

hibited from providing the '
» consumer ‘with: plashc bags
 for the purpose™of carrying,
oor transrportmg 1tems or
.. products'purchiased.

.Legardasaid that this *

- will put the use of smgle-use
, plastlc bags to a minimum. ¥
Only plashc bags that are,’|
- used to ‘contain fresh fish,
- meat and poultry products, ¥
- and ptimary'plastic packag-
; ing used to pre-pack food
; 1tems andin 1e manhufactur-
: % of finished products for
ale

: in the general market
. are xcluded. from. the pro-

. hibitions under the billL

Under the bill, a pomt- '
of=sale store, w111 be. pro- .
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geothermal fields in Luzon Leyte Negros, and
MInQanao produomg about 17 percent of the

; Ied':?to be bu11t ’ﬁve in Luzon one in Vlsayas, i
nd ;six in Mindargo. Desplte our support for |

Ite-will be ':af-iQint‘-li_rOJect. of b
hpahy i .the '-I_’arls Agreement o Cllmate Change m
\ ‘e"d

Sf‘fH WB'/

Our search for more sources of clean’. en—
“ 'ergy, 'however, contmues with ho let-up, We have
_-}already set up several solar plant sites in many :
: parts of the country, on ‘top of our wmd power '
its. The San Bernardmo Stralt plant usmg )
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i hydro, geothermal wmd solar, and blomass Soon we wrll add: one more .
— tidal-energy. : :
The Phlllppme Nat:onal O|I Company (PNOC) Renewables Corp announced
'_that the. first ocean power plant will- soor be: set up in-the San Bernardino -
‘Strait between Sorsogon and- Northern Samar, where the Pacrﬁc enters the sea
-_surroundlng ‘our Visayan islands::
It-will be a: Jomt project.of the Phlllpplne energy company H&WB Asra PaC|ﬁc
"Corp and |ts French. partner Sabella SaS, a-global leader-in.the marine energy.
-_ mdustry T 2008 Sabella was-dcclaimed: for the first experimental marine cuirent -
| turbine. mstalled in'France, with its submerged DO3 turbine (with a three-meter- <
f"rotor dlameter), followed in 2015 with its D10 turbine connected to.the French :
rid ?'Fror the San Bernardlno Strart prOJect thls year, three to ﬁve turblnes wrll be o

_V'sayas, and SIX
|-Climate:Change in
.I"projects. We- need ,the'
i[ provide: .- - ' R P D

‘| Our seafch for more sources of clean energy, however, contlnues wrth no- let-»up

A We have alréady set up several solar plant siteésin many. parts of the country, on.

.| top.of otr wind power plants., The San’ Be‘rnardmo Strait plant using tidal power .
] is the latest project in-our-continuing: rmplementatlon -of the. Renewable Energy
£ Act of 2009-and our commitment to a'cleaner’ and health[er planet earth

) S _.—___: IIPRIY FEC Ra——— tala
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. TACLOBAN CITY—More than 2,640
board feet,of illegally cut lumber were
seized by the police in Catubig, North-
‘ern ‘Samar, last week; according fo.a -
.reportﬁ'qmthe-Depar_tmentof.Environ- ‘
ment and Natural Resources (DENR) _
' regional office Wednesday. ~ T
- “* DENR Regional Director Leonardo

Sibbaluca told reporters the illegally -
_sawn luniber Valued: at 279,365 was
recovered by'towni police near Irawan
Bridge of thedown, =~ < - " cT

" Sibbaluca: said the confiseatioh. of -
the lumber was .egirried‘dut_'fpllow_i'ng ‘
’a tip from an informant. - . T

. The owners of the illegally cut lum-
ber escaped. The lumber was turned .
‘over to the Community Environment
‘and Natural Resources Office in the
nearby town of Pambujan for'custody
and proper disposition. - e
* The police provincial chief, Senior
" Supt. Ceasar Tannagan, ‘called on the
. public to cooperate with authorities in
' the campaign agaifist the illegal cut-
ting of lumber to protect and conserve
' the environment. RV
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The economy of cities:
Why land use matters

R the Philippines to be able .

to attain high sustainable eco-
nomlcdevelopment in the coming
decades it cannot rely on natural
industries such as tourism and raw-
material production and on high

population-corisumption alone. -
The country has to learn how to .
| process its natural resources into
| otherproductive use and be able to
‘| createnew industries out of them. .

I wanit to share an excerpt ffom the

| work, “The Competitive Advantage of
Nations,” written by Michael Porter

for the Harvard Business Review:

| "I the sophisticated industries that.
| form the backbone of any-advanced

econiomy, a nation does not inherit

but instead creates the most impor-
| tant factors of production—-such as.
| skilled human resources orascientific’ |
1 base...
of production are. those that involve -
. sustained and heavy investment and

The most important factors:

are speoahzed Basic factors, such as

 -apool of labor or alocal raw-material -

' source, do notconsntuteanadvantage _

| in knowledge-intensive mdustnes ‘.
If our countiy continues to be de- -

‘perident in. producing Taw rhateials

alone; thereturn ofinvestment forthe -

country abruptly stops in the earlier -

stages of a value chain or operat]ons
chain, In a value chain, eact step is
acmallyamndustrymnself Forexam-
ple, the Phlhppmes is one of the top
exporters of semi-conducters which

are used for electronics, computers, -

and cellphones around the world.
The semni-conductors are shipped to

1 other-Asian nations; and will be used
. as a critical component for ‘micro-—

chips.During. the development of ¢
micro-chips, there i§ simultaneous
development of software-making |
and operating systems On the part
of manufacturing, engmeers are -

+ challenged to be moré innovative
‘| in speeding up assembly plants; in

FELINO A
PALAFOX, JR.

_—”
The billichs of dollars of proﬁt

canniét be made possible without
the sourcing of raw materials. And'
the: Phlhppmes has an abundance of
these, Our country has the capacity :
tobecorne influential in the world of 1
the electronic industry because it is a l
source fora critical element in-micro- |
chip sourcmg;

" Despite the abuindance of re-
sources, however, the Philippines has
not capitalized on the potential of |
takjng part in the other industries of *

" thevalue chain. Germany, Italy, South

.1 Korea, and Japan are more limited in

" terms of raw-material soutcing, yet,
i ‘these countriés Wére-able to venture -

' into luxury car making, textiles, smart ",

* phones, smzit televisions and other
technologlcal breakthroughs “These :
coumnes need to impoft important .
raw materials to be able to produce -'
 theworld's top branded products. Ac- |
cordmgto Porter, whenevera resource
is expengive or unavailable, compa- -

- nies.in cotintries like Japan innovate. -

- Whatishindeiingthe development -
of thePhilippines’ manufacnumgand
processmg mdusmes? i

Land use is also the guide in
balancing traffic generation and .

- traffic circulation. For example, in

‘thé American Planning Association,
super-reglona] malls should be at

Recommendatlon

"The natu:al smength ofthe Phlhppmes
is inthe service industry, the tourism

industy, Enghshspealqngproﬁoency,

least nine kilometers apart. If two and producﬂon of raw materials for
malls are built within proximity of semi.conductors. Special land uses

each other, the city can expect mas-
sive traffic gridlocks. And it ‘does
* not help if the city has an inefficient

* mass transportation system. -
" In terms of operatieris, land use"
* contributes to cost-efficiency and-
y + accessibility to other intended areas..

 For.example, the quarrying areas in
the: Notth should have dédicated
truck laries towards processing plants. -
If it does not have one, hieavy indus- ;

' trial trucks will share the road with
! passenger vehicles causing iraffic
 gridlocks, accidents, and will take a

" toll in road maintenance. -

Part of land use is also policy. For -

| examiple, speeial econonmiic zones or

¢ special-industrial zones that are cre- -

+ ated give special incentives to compa-

. nies. Speaﬁc areas can have lower tax:

. Tates and tax hohdays, or have better
: road. maintenance and specialized

+ sewage and solid waste treatment

" areas. These speciai land uses become

Land use matters

N

Land use determmes the type
of activity that can be done in a

 specific area or specific lot. In a -
bigger context, the aggregate, of
all land use in‘a city niakes a city .
plan) The land ise determines
whether or not 2 high trafﬁc impact |
building can be constructed inan,

aréa because the planned road

an nrrammadata dhneen oo o

1 favorable areas for companies to de-
. veldp on because the cost to Gperate: -

i is riiuch lower and market potentials

can be dedicaited to these industries,
making stire that they have special
tax holidays and infrastructures.
Come to'think of i 1t, the Philippines
+should have one of the best hotels
and resorts inthe world because it is
partofthe country’s natiral strength.
Again, the key is in land use. The
“national government should doa
' better job looking into its proper
1mplementat10n

are higher because of better planned -

logistic:strategies.

In cities like Shanghai, Chinaand.
Dublin, Ireland, thé lease of land
t0.companies lasts more than 50

" years, and for séme 100 years. With

this kind of set-up, companies know
that these will be aréas for long-term

- development, aifecungeducauonand ‘
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PaC|f|c IsIanders call for US. solldap

CANBERRA, ‘Australia: The new
political power of business magnate
Donald Trump, maugurated January

20as the 45th President of the Unit-.

ed States; will have ramifications
for every global region, including -
the Pacific Islands,

Pacific leaders who are witness-
ing rising seas, coastal erosion and
severe natural dxsasters in the re-
~ gion are alert to the new president’s
declared skeptiusm about climate
* change and the contrlbutlng factor
of human actlvitles His proposed

policy changes include cutting.
 international climate funding and -
pushing ahead fuss:l fuel projects.

They sayThe United States’ solidar-

- Ity on climate change action is vital to'
protecting peaple In_d'evelop,ing and

- industrialized nations from climate-
driven disasters, enwronmental
*degradation and poverty,

~ There are 22 Pacific Island states-
-and territories and 35 percent of the

~ region’s population of about 10 mil- -

. lion people lives below the poverty

- line. One of thé most vulnerable to -~

 dlimate change s the Polynesian

" nation ofTuvaIu home to about .

10,000 people spread oveT nine Iow
lying coral fslands.

“Tuvalu Is among the poorest in
the world, it is isolated, small and”
low in elevation. All aspects of life,
from protecting our small land to food
security, from our marine resources *
_to ourtraditianal gardens are heing

. US citizens who have been margin-

xmpacted by cllmate change. All the
adaptation measures that need to be
put in place need international cli- .
mate fundmg With Trump's intended
withdrawal pathway, our survival is
deniéd and justice is ignored,” Rever-
.end Taftre Lusama, General Sectetary
‘of the Tuvalu Christian Church and - .
global advocate for cIlmate actlon, .
told IPS. '

Trump's 100- -day action plan, is-
sued during last year's presidential

_ campalgn claims it will tackle gov-

eérnment corruption, accountabllity
and waste and improve the lives of

alized by globaiization and ‘special
Interests’ of the political elite.

But his Intended actions include
canceling billions in payments to
United Nations climate change
programs, aimed at assisting the
most vulnerable people in develop-
ing countries, and approving energy
projects, worth trl[hons of dollars,
Involvmg shale, oil, natural gas and
coal in the United Statesin a bid to
boost domestic jobs. 7
" Last December, 800 scientists -
and energy experts worldwide '
wrote an open letter to the then .

* president- elect encuuraglng hlm

to remain steadfast to policies put’
forward during the Barack Obama
administration such as reducing
the country’s dependence on fossil
fuels, which in association with
industrial processes accounts for

* ‘forced people to walk for days seek-

65 percent of global greénhous:

gas emissions, and supporting |
renewable energy development

. “Itis sad for us-who rely on the
United States to do the right’ thmg
and to hear the President-embark-
ing on the opposite path, which is

#rr

ee ““

o ofal’l n
smbe I:’m stod Sumatﬁ}g[ ge -
cad: mayhave Jedto oV _

e cist 8. 3
e ded it
‘ema:::: in Rla“.“.‘bdow -

uzZ\eS me

ensuring our destruction,” Reverend jefense beg

Lusama added.

London- based Chatham House
«laims that a key success of the (OP21
climate change conference in Paris in
2015 was the supportive ‘alignment’
of the United Stafés, the secand’
largest emitter accounting for 16

_percent of global greenhouse gas’
* emissions. Here the United States

joined the High Ambition Coahtion,
a grouping of countries committed
to rigorous climate targets, whlch
was instruméntal in driving consen-
sus that global warming should be
kept lower than 2 degrees Celsius

 above pre-industrial levels.

Increased global warining could
be disastrous for Pacific Island states
with many aiready facing a forther
rise i sea levels, extremely high daily
temperatures and ocedn acidifica-
tion this century, reports the Pacific
Climate Change Science Program.

In 2015 the region was hit by a
severe El Nino.climate cycle which

ing sustenance._..and', in some cases,
to become. severely weakened or die
from malnutrition; Caritas reports.

=" In Papua New Guinea, 2.7 miltion

- .

‘ Buntlsrarefomudﬂ‘
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cr:)g:é?do , vy -“‘9’-‘2}‘ %orhm“
ation: g
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Th a!;?f‘g  Gons mataltegzi .
e, el
Countypladesh— ngi?l‘; for lucrative
Domesatsea ted Robings
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World fan, pa n theirway o Mal:?:)l'
~ “ltisjal counto Many were
. lma uny
enormo u& td"-‘“smn murd:land sime
bati to ha asenesofhuf
the prnbldfmﬁ”:ep0 m“slua'anveﬁ'
© The econﬂdsm& * Thejuntd h
. replacinggt - try's image.
“climate chal .- But convictic
which woul 4. Secrit amenwasjalle
of 22 billion com_m°- for mastenmit
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Duterte cartoon pushes cbastal

"In abid to reach 'outlto' tf-le

ubllc, especiaily’ the fisher-
olk in rural communities, the .-
f_ Department of Agriculture -
(DA)has produced an animat- .

. ed video featuring President

- Dutertein an educational cam-

| paign on coastal env1ronment'

“protection.

Agriculture Searetary Em=

manuel Pifiol presented the

[ wvideo in a brlefl:n

~flang last week,.aimed at
promoting the govem&nent’ s
campaign against illegal fish-
ing, use.of dynamite and other

forms of fishing that destroy -

the oceans.

The videq depicts a car-" -

" toon figureof Duterte, in
| a checkered polo shirt and
 pants, strolling:along:the sea-

side. The cartoon also portrays -

the Presidefit fuming apon
.- seeing activities that.destroy... .

the coastal areas such as the’

g at Malaca-

e

EH\Ment protectlon

___4—_——-‘—'——“———-__

f' use of dynamlte and damage

to mangroves, .

< Witha baekgreund tune. of.‘
a video' ‘game, Dutette'is also’™
shown’ wearing goggles while
diving in the seg; still clad in-

histheckered polo and pants.
In the same briefinig, Pifiol

also reported ‘that.the flash-
'ﬂoods in Northern Mmdanao

were duetd, pllegal logging.
“In fact, ]ust"yesterday, we
received reports from North-

etn Mindanao thatflash floods -
caused:alotof devastation.and ;-

damage not only to property
and 1ives but. also to agncul—
ture  he sajd:

¢ In the face of this problem,
Pmol said the DA is focusing

onits ability to be able to adapt .

to climate change

Wamlng to LGUs

execuhves to 1n1t1ate moves

:The DA also warned. local . .j

By CHFIISTINA MENDEZ .

areas of facg admimstratwe

‘charges;

“While we are gwmg mcen-‘
tives to coastal communities to

protect their fishing groupds, .-
the Pre51dent has also. rt:'mgde‘
it clear that jast like, the! cam-

" paigna amstdrugs andcmru :

nality, the campalgn ageun.St

- illegal fishmg will alsobe very

sf:rxct Pifiol said, rI
? He added that Duterte a

‘,to stop 111ega1 ﬁshmg in their

. of Agriculture will file§:

istrative.charges:agf . &

mayors-and baranggas: &"'-A“;.

men who could not stop ilfeys:
ﬂshmg in their communities.:
This’is part of our advocacy to,
protect our ﬁshmg 1ndustry,"
Pifiol said..

“With. that T would like to

{

» emphasize oncé again that this -

operatigns will be: “mayors -

"and barangay chairmen of
towns and v1llages whiere il

legal fishing is'prevalent.” - -

The local officials:were
" givensik months Bt untilune

to stop 111ega1 ﬁsl‘ung in thelr
jurisdictions.” . "
_“After that, the Department

T et

program-is part ‘of our effort
to really protect our land, our

: flshmg régources, our land’

resources,” the 'agnculture

\ . ‘secretary said.
E nounced during the fast'Cabi-
“het meetmg the next' target of

Pifiol also announced that
the DA s looking for outstand-.
ing coastal communities as :

part of efforts to produce more |

in the fishery sector, to protect
the fishing industry.

- As'number one criteria,”
Pific] said tHese. coastal com- g

“munities should be free of

illegal fishing,
“There 'must be: a self—

proclaimed closed flshmg"'
season to allow the fish to -

.- spawn and- produce more P

he ‘said:
- Pifiol said it would be a .
b:g factor if the coastal com- -

- mumty has a declared manne _

sancty ;
”There should be no. gar-

" bage in their:coastal waters,
* and there should be a man- |

| ‘grove protectmn area,
" added.

‘he

‘; i
- The winners. of this anniual |
search will receive a presxden—’ ‘-
tial award, i

. The winning coastal com-,

-'mumty would .recéive P20,
~million that-could be used:
. for livelihood. programs and

pro;ects in thexr community. !
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ing-to steal away ‘soine of those postqard-perfé]ét‘

Ly

wedt

'_itg-kind'prbjec{ion-'éf nice weather. -, ...

- On avéfaéé; Earthmll have.
10 fewer days of mild and

B mastlydry-weather by.theend

' of the century, the researchexs:
estimate; Sotne places will get

more days 'perfé‘t':t' for pienics

whiile'

or outdoor weddings,

* other places will lose alot. Rio

de.janeiro, Miami and much:
of Africa-are big losers; while |
Europe and Seattle will gain
nicer weather. - : :

_ “I¢'s the type of ‘weather, .

- where you can go outside and .
dosomething fun,” said study
lead author Karin van der-

Wiel;'a meteorology researchier *,

at Princeton University.and

the National Ogeanic and ">
- Atﬁi@spheric Administration.

"T¢'s not too cold. Tt's not too”
hot; i's not o0 humid.”

. - For the past three.decades, -

i

the world has-averaged 74 :
iild days ayear, But by 2035 -
that will shrink to 70 and then -
64 by the last two decades of .
the cent ty, at¢ording to the

study, P blished Wedhesday

inthejotunal Clifnatic Change.

Mild weather yas defined as.
between 68.and 86, degrees (18

-and :30: degrees Celsius) with |
- low humidity and ho.miore .

than d trace of rairt,". ‘-
““Any change depends on
where you live and. the. time '
of year. For example,.ony aver-
age; the US will Jose ninemild -
summer-days. by ‘thevend of
the tentury; althoiigh most is
paited back with’ more mild |
ays in the winter,spring and *
fall, The report estimates ‘that
Washington, Chicago,. New
“York and Dallas will lose two..

$ e

P).— Global warming isgo -
hér days int the fubure, dccording 10 a first-of- .

4 5 1
AR SR L
‘weather but some 15"

=f

'12; Chicago, nine; Denver and.

New York, six; and Dallas, one.

. The biggest losérs will be
the tropics and nearly all of
Africa; eastérn South Amer-
ica, South-Asia-and northern
Ausfralia. Ridide Janeiio, on
average, will see 40 mild days
disappear. Mia
only mild summer day and

néarly4 monthof spring and

fall:illd days by 2100,

.. ““The ¢hanges dre more -

dramaticin parts of the devel-

opingiworld;where ysuhave -

highconcentations of popir*

lations,”- said NOAA climate.
scientist and- co-author Sarah.

" Other places, . especially

1ot Engldfid and rigrthern

Europe are big witiners. Seattle”
 should pickup ninemild days. .

\iries " ‘and Los Angeles, which al-,
we gaihed.:
‘back.On.average, Washington .
loses 13 mild days; Atlanta,

Miami will lgseits

northern developed ones, will |
gain some"of what the tropics”

ERVICE

f ‘l C T &

ready hasa ot of niceweather,
gets six extra by the erd of the
century.” g i
" The sciéntjsts didn’t spe-,
cifically foeus onwhether the
“loss ‘of mild days has already-

_started: globally, but, they.did
- see it happening in tauch of

Africa

d South America, Van

det Wiel'saidy .t

. Climate scientists usually
focus on extreme weather =

" record heat, tropical.¢yclones,

drotights, floods -~ and how
they cduld get 'worse as the
world warms. ‘Kaprick said
she wanted torlook at nice
wedther because-hér friends
kept asking’her what ‘dayto
choose for-good wedding
weatheé, = 70 .
“The tearm used-a middle
ground scenario-for global
warming-~ not worst-case
-_runaWéyé.PCa'fboh pollution

“afid riot dramatic'ciats inemis-
- sions of heat-trapping gases

~ and ran different computer

IO (R A




" DATE

23 JAN 1577

" T OPPERHALF

o

~~ TEAERRALE "~ ™

 STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

olimake Wﬁ- -

: youﬂon’-t have Hafé;”f.-
. Ag of Friday affernoon, no"
' rhajor changes could be found.

- on other major goverriment
. websites associated with cli-

. mate change. But allies of the
- Trump administration said
- they were not surprised to see, :

the change to the website,and’

expect to see more..

“What do you expect? A

; new administration is coming

" inwithavery Hifferent
* theworld,” said Chris Wi

o T
CreEnt
LR

A

a spokesman for the In:
for Energy Research.’ =
-Trump has:relied on that

think tank-for enetgy policy
advice. The glf(’)_uE'S'pi*e_si_dent, ,

Thoma§ Pyle; has advised

’ PPV

-+ “Bach presidentha
ent-prigrities,” ‘Warten' said.
“We saw 'the priorities of

X .- T IR

ewbf;

President Obama. feflected -
.in the previous website. The
new administration hasavery .
* différent way of looking at the
world. He wants to increase oil ;.
- and gas'.and iricrease wages, .
and you can tell from the
- changes.to the 'website that

it looks like what he. talked

~ ' -about on the campaign trail.” -
.= New. York Times News’

i

Service + - .
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- moments- of the inaugus

WASHINGTON

tion “f.US President Do

_ ald Trump, the official White.

f .. p . .
drentions oficlimate

n“'-".'_ Al
RS

xpectet :
the 'full digital #irriover of

whitehousggov, iicludinig tak-""
.ing"down and archiving all.
\the;Obamé, administration’s

personal.and :policy pages.
Thatalso included a page de-
voted to lesbian, gay, bisexual

‘and trafisgender issues. At™

‘the same time, the official
‘White House Twitter. handles
also changed' over, allowing

.Trump to now post on Twitter °

‘as@POTUS. -7
: But the digital change,

which flashed into place at-

“hoon Friday, immediately
placed info sharp relief some
of the starkest differences be-
tween the old president and
the new. And for-advocates
of . climate’ change policy,, it

- presented . the first concrete
sign that Trimp remains, as
he was on the campaign trail,
skeptical and dismissive of the

éstablished science of human- -
. caused climate change, and: .

committed to blocking policies
tocurbit. . o -
. Scientists fear the online

deletions will extend far be- -

gy HLYE Change iddta: g
/ebsite Friday. deleted -

Sidere

W0T)

e -most Ea
world: But seler istt

leritists
~dath will be déleted d

] 5e Was mot up ¥
expected ' cae ‘as¥part<of -

RO
Omputer servers to

store governmient data stored-
o the websites of the Efvi-
fonmental Protection Agency,

NASA, NOAA and the US
Geological ‘Services: Those
websites keep Tecords of-key:
climate data .such as atmo-

sphefic temperdtuie frénds, °
greenhouse gas erjjssions |

Jevels and sea level rise;

a: gathered. ande?
“stored by thE USHgoVETn-
umentare cof ng.
%ﬁ%‘w fhg\”‘:‘.ﬁ;

|

fworry the
ing the .

'§

'

i

The scientist; gatherings °
have been organized by.314 .

- Action —-a nonprofit_group

bers of the mathemati¢al con-"

cept Pi — which aims to make

science more accessible to the |

public. : :

. _"The govetnment has done
a great job of collecting and
maintaining climate change
data on these websites located
all across the federal govern-

ment,” said Shaughnessy -

Naughton, the founder of
314 Action. “The concern is

that the data may no longer -

be publicly available, and

_then that they may.no longer

gather the data. It's a lot easier :
to deny climate change when .
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Cloloal Warrﬂly (}Qulﬂl ofeal fﬁSJrWd“fWﬂ%Of

LA SEARRE
‘ Z§;:ffjulati0ns to see
. happen. ..

~

. toenjoy. Fewer , ,,
- alsp harm agriciltiral produce:! -

Hrer dﬁ?@

. I's notjust feyygi:"riiéé days

tion and allow disease carry--

what would

mild days will *

'+ ing insects to thrive more in,: ;
~ IMore places;fsaidert’i'\'rersit'}? of i

- Georgia meteotology profes- :

- sor Marshall Shepherd. - . .-

S Stanford Uriiversity climate -

© scientist Chris Field, who .;

led’an interhational ‘study of

~ extreme weather, questioned ;
~ the purpose of the study: “Ex-

. treme conditions are the gsharp

- énd-of the'climate stick. It is

in the extremel when, things -

“mospheric Research scientist

‘ break’ahd;dam:;;gg occurs.”: i -
National Cénterifor At- -

- Gerald Meehl, who also stud- -
ies extreme wveathén-'said'-ffa 3
. decrease in mild weather

- may not'quite have' the eco-
. homic and health:costs but -

' there are’ other fattors such "
_ s tourism “or sitaple human. -
" enjoyment.” - . .

—t
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-

’ ravaged coral in. the Indlan Oceansl’;' ]
iSeycheIles archlpelago o reefs had. .

e) Sﬁeyctﬁth_hlles 31}'“

= .-.-..d

.' 1994 accordmg to, the studyg publxshe" .
m'theRoyal Soc:ety’s Proeeedmgs B

oimakematte
Ve a’i-“é'm;e Q}&tohoccu ‘ 8- |
uently as&éehmate ‘éhapge des is. 5

W‘%l&'co%lﬁre_e survive Yes an‘d
Jan—h -*ﬁ"ﬁz;a?w' Y S :

hkely  th ne-mu
centur} e tolGARP
There w111\sf111 ‘be cora
hkﬁly.ee
ling ,'support the ecosystem
at' - humans - they.once: dﬁé
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‘ EU body cites severe rlsks of cllfnate change o § Lo
' GOPENHAGEN——The European Envlronmen’BAgency says the. :
continent is. facmg rising sea. levelsand more;extreme weather,
' such agmore frequent and: more mtense,heat waves, flooding;~.
. drotights.and storms because 6f climatechangeThe Copenhagen—
. based agency’ isays tHatits: assessmientis based on: thelatest trends |
and projections on:climite change andits impdacts across Europe. |
The European Union (EU) body says| that observed changes:incli= |
. mate “are already having widesranging impacts™on ecosystems,
. the economy and on human h health and well—bemg in Burope. —AP

—_—




Strait is a-critical marine habitat
and important migratory path for
14 of the 27 species of whales and
dolphins in the Philippines. Itisa
ich fishing ground supplying the
ish protein needs of the 42 cities
ind municipalities in Cebu and
degros Islands,

"Tafion Strait is a marine biodi-
ersity hotspot, Effective manage-
lent mechanisms are necessary,
long with strong law enforce-
1ent, to ensure that it is protected.
he operationalization of the
wforcement plan shoyld deter the
anned commercial fishing and
estructive activities in the pro-

cted area,” said Glorja Estenzo

T e,

A IS IR T.

TION

Imﬁroféd:é_ﬁférgérr'te'n.tplan apprehend A dpur

Ramos, \[ice Preside
Philippines.

The enforcement Plan serves as

the guide in harmonizing the fune-
tions of govenment agendies tasked
10 protect Tafion Strait. It is intended
testrengthen enforcement measures
in the protecteq seascape, and in-
cludes a step-by-step énforcement
strategy for operations, surveillance,
and filling of cases against violators,
the group expiained. .

This is one of the components
of Tafion Strait’s General Manage-
ment Plan {GMP), which provides
mechanisms for protecting marine
habitats, ensuring sustainable fish-

nt for Oceanga-

' Restdénts of n

eries, and reducing illegal fishing

through increased patrolling and -

apprehension, proseaition ofviola.
tors, and wzining of law enforcers,
“Regular patrols and surveil-

lance activities are necessary for,

the detection and intelligence

gathering of viclations within the-

protecied area,” said Am Prospero
Lendio, the protected area super-
intendent in Taiton Strait,

The TSES Protected Area Office
said that it would, alsg conduct
regular inspection of fishing ves-
sels along Tafion Stzaii, and pursue
legal action against violators,

Oceana, in partnership with

|

T it i e e B T

on Steait Prqt@dé&'Sgﬁ'scpe}:lik urtle, will be safer
vironmental violatars, PHoOTO OCEANA PHILIPPI

S S e e T
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Various government agencies such
as the Biodiversity Management
Bureau of.the Department of En-
vitonment and Natyga] Resources
(DENRY), Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources, and the De-"
partment of Justice, assisted in
providing legal trainings to law
enforcement personnel, induding’
the newly designated special pros-
ecutors for protected areas. Oceana
is also working with the fisheries
bureau in pilot-testing vessel
monitoring technologies to track
fishing activities in Tafion Strait.
Despite being declared a pro-
tected area in’1998, Tafion Straiy

ERr—

LS SER

DATET™ -

B

still suffers fiom exploitation by
commercial fishermen encroach.
ing in municipal waters, degrada-
tion of critical habitats, and over
harvesting of fishery resources,
Oceana said.

“Protecting Tafion Steait is a
challenging, yet vital, task. The
strengthened collaboration ofvari-
ous stakeholders to conserve and
Protect this' critically important
marine habitat and fishing ground,
where thousands of fishers depend
on for food and livelihood, has to
be prioritized to ensure sustain.
able seafood security for future
generations,” Ramos said.
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members, mcludmg other concerned
government agencies hke the Bureau i
. of Flshenes and Aquatxc. 1Resources
CBFAR) Department of the!ntenorand

Local Government, PhﬂlppmefNahonal
Pohce, Depar[:ment o ;-

."' mtjr hotspot Effechve manageme‘ntf-
: ‘mechamsms arenecessary,‘alongmth |

itiatives of;}goncer edégovernment'
: %agéﬁ*éié*’ b0 pro’te'??-

g B PR

, oneno'f the :[

pl h'includes Fegiila mspectlon of - ; '-,componentgyo on\ tait’s General

ﬁshmg vessel§' along Taﬁon Stra't} a ! ; ManagementgPl'b :(G;MPSJJ%Vhlch pro- |
; step by-step strategy for operatlons' ( msforprotecungrﬂ'arme -
. and survenlance, and ﬁllmg of cases - habitats, ensunngsustamableﬁshenes .
: against violators, i i and reducing illegal fishing through i
Lo Tafion Stralttls a cntlcalxmanne_‘ S increased patrollmgand apprehension; ]
habitat.and unportant nugratory path : : prosecutton of violators; and traiﬁmg of 4
for 14 of the 27 species: of whales and- : ‘law enforcers, Ramos said. RN
f dolphlns in the: Phlhppmes Itis arich - \ . She said Oceana; ‘in- partnershiﬁ o

, fishifig ground, providing lwellhood to . . w1th the DENR BMB BFAR and, the ‘;
thousands of fisherfolk and the1r fanu ; * DOJ; has ‘s

. lies in the’ 42 coastal clues and‘mumcl.
paht:es in Cebu and Negros IsIands

L A STy S

' traunngs to law enforcement person-
v nel mcludmg thé newly designated -
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R Eiesplte being declared a protected'
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5 '-. e :

§ ‘over harvestmg of ﬁéhéry resources,‘
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the past few months pé lsted in'
| some parts 'of the Phijl -
|| interriational’ cllmabe predlctlon

I centers see the pattern gradually --; e.a5 Its ‘
i fadmg by:February. ;- ‘have. been.seen in’ some ﬂood-_:
1~ Foretasters:of the‘Washlngton- “and landshde-prone areas m the--
i based Natibnal: Oceanic-and. At~ : ¢
: mosphencAdmmlshatJon "Austra- -,

p; - and Mlndanao sufferedffmm ﬂash 7. ,
ﬂoods whtch isa mamfestatuon of.
the La Nifia-like condition-prevail-
; : F@=c2iTig n='-me“country' (Ellalyn V. ‘.
5 turns toYneutral ‘condition; ‘the. “Raiz)... ™ e T

TR,
ey




