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RSSO SR This is why Sec Lopez séxf;u&?igjb further.Rather htl;an /ICE
: ol L P H . ™= directing thé DENR to identify the mining firms that have
SOClaIIUSthC Champlon _. failed fogfo]low the country’s environmental standards, an

: SR o " inquiry must be rhade info how they were able to violate

When PresidentRodrigo Duterte | o our laws with impunity in the first place. These 10 minin

. CTTTTTTTTOPEERHALF
B g - ‘ S e
% {cnmmnnsense e PR o :Jasareno hassince stepped downias thehead of the -
: _ R S DENRm ;,j_n.i_jn‘g._éugjgggam,iﬁf&dmgs‘ ngsnonethelessresulted -
) By MARICHU A. VILLANUEVA ——- in the stspensionof the operations of 10mining firmsand - _____._

Em : A] recommendations to suspend several more,

. o~

.‘appointed erivironment. champion | - companies would not have beerl‘able to get away wi

' Regina Paz “Gina” Lopez as his - breaIEing our laws fhrough thesé years unless they had ac-

‘Secretary of the Department 'of En- - : complices right insicle the DENRi;{ co T

. vironment and Natural Resources Of course, this cannot bé done if one of the guys that '
(DENR), it caught many by surprise. should be investigated like Jasarens is still with the DENR

. This is because she is related to the § ° and still wields influence in'the agericy? ~ o
Lopez clanthatowns ABS-CBN, one . Tunderstand whereLopez is coming from in her staurich
of the country’s biggest television defense of Jasarenowhen fellow adyocates of environment ¢

“and radio networks. - . . t; i b ups demai'lded'éar]ier‘foi';merlatta:’s ouster from the :
| PresidentDutertemadenosecret . ' s %rENFf{ As pro-active environment advocate in the past,
h15 disappointment over PEI‘CQiVEd bias against him by ; Lo ez got o I(IIOW and WOIkEd I‘Ahﬂ}JRSareno who appar- -

the Lopez-owned media network in the coverage of the ! ently acted as the designated man to'rein herin. . .
‘ 'Fresidenﬁal campaign petiod during the May 9 elections : While she is willing to give Jashreno a second chance to -
Tast year. The former Davao City Mayor, however, did niot - prove his detractois wrong, the mifre militant environment
- take it against Gina who has busied herself in environment - advocates/ groups, however, are nore unforgiving. They
. protection concerns and stayed out of their family-runme- . - squarely blamed Jasareno for allegedly having abelted min-
| dia network and.other businesses. » S ing compaities circumvent DENR’S mining regulations. Ad-
Nonetheless, her fellow environment activists warmly - dressing their appéal to Sec..Lope,; tiiey warned Jasareno’s
. welcomed the unex]ﬁected appointment of a Lopez empire . continued stay atthe DENR might be detrimental to theefforts
. heiress. To them, it showed very good signs that thenewly - of the new leadership to bring change in better safeguarding
installed P; ;esidentDuterte is very serious about addressmg ; and protection of our country’s na resources wealth,
the threats to our country’s environment, including activi- Itwould dowell forSec. Lopez tostart the new year with
. ties wantonly destroying our wealth of natural resources, - afreshslateatthe DENR. - .. o ,
Unfortunately, énvironrhent activists immediately - Aside from weeding out the|mining companies that
“jumped the gun to renew their attacks against the mining . have violated our laws, she should also seriously consider
“sector - their favorite whipping boy for purported destrue- weeding out people in the DENR. Last Monday, Lopez
‘tive extraction activities in the country. T announced having reshuffled DENR field officials to push
President Duterte himself-could not have been more itsenvironmental programs desigried to develop localcom-
blunt when he declared mining companies should comgy munities nationwide. ¢ | .
with our environrment laws, orleave the country. Thus, Sec. - The revamp involved 17 DEN]i regional officials nation-
. Lopez’s decision to condiictacomprehensiveminingaudit - wide. She cited the revamp was aivital step to implement
was merely in keeping with the presidential direction o * the DENR's five-year d_t_eve{)o‘ meﬁx.lt plan under the Duterte
.. protect our country’s environment ever.if this might hurt . administratiori. Lo desci‘iged he miedium-term plan as

"' certain pfivate business sector interests.
" Ttwas astep in therght o b
direction and consistent with 1t would do well for

anchored on so-called sustainablé integrated area develop- -
ment (SIAD). Most especially, she underscored this is m
line with the “AmBisyonNatin 2040, or the government's *

¥

the President’s directive. . p ‘ 25-vear vision to transform the Philippines into a predomi-
 Cltarly; an audit would help Sec-Lopez to start the . O ac cociety by tl'llc?::])lrgapr 2040, T ~

" determine which mining TeW-year with a fresh - Lopez said the restructuring would allow moreefficient

- “companies are compg';rna%:slateaf the DENR.: . implementation of the SIAD a proach in efvironmental |

~ with the laws and standards st mmm—"" rogramsand projects, especiallyjthose that directly impact .
. putinplace to prevent the environmental degradation—and e marginalized sector, such as ‘the Enhariced National -

often times unfairly - associated with mining activities, . Greening Program, 4 massive reforestation initiative that |

. Ifdonggémpgr_lymaudit_shoulcl_ help prevent tragedies. doubles as a poverty alleviation reasure. '

. like the 1996 mining disaster in Marinduque which buried Based on tEhe medium-term plan, Lopez explained, the

. villages and displaced hundreds of families. The success of SIADwould serve as the DENR'S framework for localizing "
' DENR's mining audit, of course, depends largely on those,_ development, creating social enterprises in the countryside ¢

*.chosen to lead it. L : L and building “mini econcmic-Zones” that can generate -

Tt was DENR Undersécretary Leo Jasareno, who in the . employment, livelihood and equitable ificome-generating -

.~ previous administration heéaded’the DENR's Mines and activifies in communities. . ;. . ;
% ';eosdences Bureau (MGB). He was tapped anew by-Loggz Also under this plan, Lopez will designate key DENR
to head the audit, which initial findings were réleased.ini ‘ field Officers assite managers forareadevelopment manage-

September lastyear. o . o , ment"g%ﬁm- sites.."The key thiing here is people’s access

. AsMGBDifector, among Jasareno'sresponsibilities was, to envifliment, and if you warit'to develop an area, you
' toquote the MGB website “to promulgate rules and regula- have'to develop thie people,” Lopéz pointed out. :

. tions, policies and programs relating to miineral resoyrces™: . Through &us,ﬂ\e]geo chiefexpressed het confidenice the i

. management and geosdiences deyelopments” and “a

1 in the condutt ‘of mMvestigation of comipla

ments” and “assist restructuring of the departrnent woidld steer it to carry out ts
miplaints (including -

mandateqsomdfﬂmgomnﬁmfssodalﬁmﬁoechampions. T
. * I L ]

llegal mining petiviies)” . ¢ v T
o THidmedns'tiaras WIGB dhief asarers was thé DENR's™
 point man in the fulfillment of its mining regtﬂatory‘ﬁmc- :
 tions. It was his job, during the previous administration, to
ensure that mining companies‘complied with all mining- -
 related Jaws and regulations. - .- ° R




;

G

S fmmvhey

| UPPER-HALF

DENR regional officials binajasa

BINALASA ng eﬁartment of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources {DENR) ang kanilang
field officjals upang, isulong
ang environmental programs na
idinesenyo para mapaunlad

ang mega kKormunidad sa buorng -

bansa.” =~ . | .

Sinabi ni Environment Sec-
retarg,' Gina Lopez kahapon,
apekfado sa nasabing pagba-

lasa ang 17 DENR regional of--

fices, aiyd ay isang mahala-

gang hakbang; patungo sa five- -
year developiment plan para.sa-

nasabing. kagawaran. =
nlg kanyang medium-
term plan, sinabi ii Lopez, ay
kaakibat ng-tmagunan susg-
tainable mte%ate area devel-
opment (SIAD} at kaugnay sa
AmBisyonNatin 2040” ang
25-year vision n%gobyerno para
maisylong ang bansp patungo
sa predominantly middle-class

.mga komunidad.

society sa 20140.

- Ayon kay Lopez, sa “re-
structuring” ay maipatutupad
nang- maayos ang SIAD ap-

proach sa environmental pro- -
directors ay sinaiFrancisco

gl:ams and projects, lalo na ang
irektang makaaapekto sa
mall':gmahzed sector, katulad
ng Enhanced National Green-
ing Program, ang massive Te-.
forestation initidtive na-hak-
bang din sa pagresolba sa ka-
hirapan. - :

Base sa plano ni Lopez, ang
SIAD ang magsisilbing frame=
work ng. DENK sa lokal'na pag-
papaurilad, pagbubuo n

50-
cial enterperises sa mga ka%uk'i— :
‘ran at pagbubuo nF
1

17 “mini eco-
-nomic:zones” na likha ng {ra-
baho, kabuhayan at equifable
income-generating activities sa

Kompiyansa an, VDENR
chief na a?ng "restructﬁring" ay

makatutylong sa’ ' DENR' sa
pagpapatupad . nig- mandato
nito bilang.isa sa Social justice
champions ng gobyerno.” |
Ang itinalagang regional

Moreno para sa'Region 1; . Gil
Aromin, Region 2}~ Francisco
Milla, Region 3; Arsenio Tan-
chuling, Re io‘nJ=4A; Nativ-

‘idad Bérnardino] Region 48;
ez, -

Crisanta Marlend Rodri
Region 5; Jim Samipulna, Re-
on 6; Emma Melana, Region
;-Leonardo Sibbaluca, Re-
ion 8; Felix Mirasol,-Region
; Paquito Melicor, Region 10;
Edwin_Andot; ﬁegmn 11;

“Reynulfo Juan, |[Region 12;
Charlie Fabre,

Region 13;
Ludy Wagan, National Capi-
tal Region; Ralph| Pablo, Cor-
dillera Administrafive Re-
Fion;, at Al.Orolfo,:Negros Is-
and Region. i
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THE Department of Environment and Natural‘-Resou[c'es-Enwronmlenté_II ot ; i

~>7ERO WASTE MONTH CELEBRATION SLATED FROM JAN, 26 jro 29

Management Bureau (DENR-EMB) and the Naxi"én'éI'So'fi'd'Wa'si’é.Méha’gem' h

Commission (NSWMC) will lead this year's celebration of Republic Act 9003}and

the Zero Waste Month from January 26 to 29 inQuezonity. |k :
Also known as the Ecological Solid Waste Mahagerent Act of 2000; theldw .. ..

Promotes proper solid-waste management aqjd'-@wgpdaggsl:;lg@g'! govérnmenit'ﬁ'_tfn its.

{LGUs) 1o lfriplement solid-waste management programs.that will address the .. .. i )
e o O e L . AR A, .
- looming:.garbage crisis. ‘ : T A S LA

e RS, e fws L
With the theme “Engaging Résponse to the%._char_lg“ing'Envirqhm'e'n_t': the DENR-
" EMB, NSWMC and zero waste advocates will showcase various ways to reduce,’

.. ‘Feuseand recycle (3Rs)'séilid was'c_esduringtheg_one;d!aye\v;ent. ‘ B £
..;»;-;.-.‘.J‘ahuaryuofeveryyear.isdec[ar_ed asZeroWasteMonth,. . " . . il _

- The DENR-EMB, whiétisekvesias the secretariat of the NSWMC has prepared an
- array of activities, includingiexhibition, bike run/fun-ride, symposia, stage play ‘a;_nd'
| concert next week, starting on Thursday, January 26, at the Quezon Mernorial Circle,
" The event hosted by the Quezon City goverhmentlis held in‘partnership‘\n ith
the Metropolitan Manila Development Authority, Climate Change Commission,
- and the departments of the Interior and Local Government, Science and .
: Technology, and the Philippine Information Agency. - -
... Mayor Herbert Bautista, Sen, Cynthia Villar, Environmiéat Seér_etaf‘y‘ﬂé;giné faz .
L. Lt):;.}%’;ge@e:ﬂ;e;tec.i ;“#fﬁd@w?ﬁvem' wuth‘ot er ovelr m ! t 9f_ﬁcr,afs and, on-
go\{gg@% Lal:organization lead ; R '
B

’ ' ik el i
ers. LR
X 30 L . ’ . _l-)‘;f ;]
Exhib Itogs*igclude the EMB Central Ofﬁce,iEMB{Be‘giQnal Offices &’?:‘%Riﬁ?gie?ﬂl
Regfi;gjgg@,@"éjc:uezqnacﬁxggernment, the NS MC, Climate Chafige Gominiss
and ZergjWast&and Recycling'Movément of the Philipi "iﬁ‘?ﬁ'ﬁﬁibﬂ@gﬁf@%& :
m}:‘ir\’\;m'?t - N A T , Wg\r‘w,s‘«r‘s W !
Elyrlldelfonso, execitlvedirector of the N§! YMGSecretar
'areﬁf_vh*ﬁ-“rﬁb~e;ﬁaf'Ways‘tﬁi‘redtj;i’é;&\garba_ge- ProdtCeIBRAs
through recycling andféompostifig alone,  1H
The official 3aid LGUS

& F"-L

etk

iitlearmn a lot from the:

'aque‘g"éstheg;_l.‘tespectl\{w i |t'-7g§jgarb_age wo
) D et oM I
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. By Maricar Cim:o ‘-; -

@mancarcmcoINQ

x T , R B .

The Mmes and Geoscrences Bu-
' rean (MGB) ‘detected. leaks in

one of the abandoned ‘dams of
!rMarcopper Mining Corp ., rais-

* ing. anew publi¢ concerns over -
.the integrity of the decades-old”

; mining facility in Marmduque

?'provmce o i
. - *’Roland de Jesus, dlrector of
the MGB in Mimaropa (Mm—

“doro,” Marinduque, Romblon, g
. Palawan) region, said an'eight-

vmember. team sent to the area

‘found leaks in:d diversion tun-

uinigl of Marcopper 8 Makulapmt
clam in Barangay Hlnapulan in
the capital town of Boac.

177 De Jesus-5aid the MGB Has
yet to determine the gr,awty of
_ the situation. He said "water is

i gughmg” out of the old androt,-
‘ten .tunnel -that was' installed -

when the mining company. The Mmes and Geoscuences Bureau is inspecting the abando
\srte in Marmduque af‘ter local officials report@d Ieaks inoneo

i The company shut down in @~

i started its operations in 1970s.

f . t v

' 1996 after one of its drainage ' G R

" tuninels' gave way, unleashmg
:} ‘about 200 million tons of mine
" ,taiz%hg icSBhac River.: '__
el Acial government *

in 2005 ‘filed 'a $100-million
l -class suit agamst Marcopper

“:and-its parent ‘company, 'Bar-
t «rick Gold: Corp but the Nevada

~State District Court threw out

the case a decade later. .

+ Not.a s1ng1e centav’o had
been paid as compensanon for
what was tagged. as the coun-
try’s worst mining disaster..

A 1996 report by the'United

' Stdtes Geological Survey iden- -

“tified Makulapnit and Marcop-

- per's other dam, Maguila-guila, 2%

ternational name: Nock-Ten) in
December may have contribut-
-&d; td the tunnel’s detenoratlon.

‘vors He” doubted - 1ts “chance to 1

survive a stronger" typhoon,'
“which will bring heaviér rainfall
- or similar to the amourit of rain
dumped by Tropical Storm “On-
doy” (1ntemauona1 ‘niafme: Ket-
sa.na) in Metro Mamla'm 2009.
“Luna Manrique, Boac mu-
nicipal planning officer, said
“members of thie Citizen Armed
‘Fordes  Geographital Unit
(Cafgu) patrolling the’area on
Jan. 18 noticed the’ cracks in the
concrete tunnel.’
Manrlque, in‘a ‘letter to the

‘ ag both'in a state of “imiminent. Department? of . En\nronment

t danger of collapsing.”
De 'Jesus said heavy rain
dumped by Typhoon “Nina” {in-

T

- and " Natural - Resotices, said
water leakage “had significant-
ly mcreased” from t.he time he

large e’nough ?that a "dL"

‘ truckcouldﬁtthrough -.1: o
" De ]eSusa.smd, the techmca1~

mspectlon centmues ttus week

.....

to- mclude, Magulla-gulla ]fol-

lowmg reports of acid seel;aaIl _
d

from . the rhine wastes
flowingifito Boac River. . iup
Once completed thelMGB

will:submit a report” and: dls- :

cussiwlth rthie ‘provincial: gov-

ernment possrble‘ ‘easuresito -
nqtbeenusedfor] years.»" . ¢ -
“+.1°The MGB, he said, would

address the' srtuatlon, he said
571 Mdntgue'! apd:; De " JeSus
could not say how much vol-
urne of water the dams hold

1 .
. -, . ot o .!::

ned Marcopper Mining Corp mme ‘
f its dams. —INQUIRERFILE PHOTO *"\.

1y ._i;;::t- ) [ L ﬁ

7

~ Der ]esus sard Makulapmt

| . dam furictioned as a- ‘siltatioi-

Cpd P AL

ek )
: .‘pond dndas a water reservmr 1!

;1 He sald the- leaks r‘Were
found in the tunnel connected
to the water reservoir. « "/ ' i

. De Jesus said there wer‘e no'
taﬂmgs in ‘this reserveir ‘be: .

-cause it holds' ramwater and
' water from the river and creek: |

_ ““In fact, “the commumty
that used to live inside’. the
Marcopper site tapped “water
from Makulapnit' for domestlc

) use," he said.

"When asked if water ifi the

. reservorr is clean, De Jesussaid, 3

“We don’t know because [1t has :

conduct sampling to asses wa- -
ter quahty INQ :

a % . o
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. Marcoppé
dam leaks

~‘,*n- f(; _"

. of it

' Makulapmt t:larrir did not contain gs ,
. unsure about the volume of water it Holds: ,Mar- 3
. copper shut down in 1996 after one ofits dramage -
" tunnels gave way, unleashmg mme taﬂmgs AI}E

) into Boachver eI, ~STORYAY MARICARCINCO
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Congress adifised VS
repeal of Mining Act

AN environmental group yesterday warned against moves‘I
by Congress to repeal the Mining Act, saying 2ll it needs is
proper implementation.

The Philippine Business for Environmental Stewardship
(PBEST) said repealing the Mining Act of 1995 could only
encourage illegal mining activities that do not respect gov-
ernment regulations. ‘r

The House Committee on Natural Resources of the

- House of Representatives had started conducting techni-
cal working group meetings to deliberate on alternative

" mining bills that would replace and amend Republic Act
No. 7942. :

«The law has technically been just in operation for lesls"

than' eight years, and a cycle in the mining industry spans
. more or less 20 years. There is no need to repeal the mining

law. The real problem is implementation,” said DindoManhi"t,
. convenor of PBEST and president of think-tank Stratbase-
. Albert Del Rosario Institute. i

. The Mining Act as it is faced constitutional chalienges

while Executive Order No. 79 in 2012 effectively stymied
«its implementation. ' '

Manhit said changing the rules in the middle of the game

* may just foster illegal mining activities that do not follow
« environmental regulations. ‘ " ‘

He said while the goals set in amending the Mining Act
or creating new mining regulations are in the best interest

* of the country, the proposed methods may not be the most
effective.

Some of the proposals include limiting the raw metals the
country will produce to only serve the local market.

PBEST said such move will not jumpstart industrialization

.ds envisioned but may even kill the mining industry.

Proposals to extend the no-mining Zoncs over what are "

_already covered under the Mining Act and the National Inte-
grated Protected Areas System Act are practically tantamount
. . to a nationwide mining ban, PBEST added. . }
While the group bucks the law’s amendments, the Mining
-+ Act is not perfect. : :

«There is still a lot of room for improvement, such as the
transparency and dissemination of data concerning envi-
ronmental programs, findings and mineral production,” the
group said.

It added that additional funds should be dedicated!to
environmental protection, the increasc of waste genera-

. 4 tion fees and some form of substantial guarantee fund for
natural hazards, . K

~%
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Envuonment group Mlmng law needs

%

proper anlementatlon, not repeal

could only encourage 1llegal-m1mng

activities that do not respect govern-

. ment regulatlons, accordmg to, an environ-
ment _group.

i “The Ph1l1pp1ne.Busmess for Envxronmental

Stewardshlp (PBEST) warned agamst moves

by Congress to repeal the Mining Act and re-

R EPEALING the Mining, Act of. 1995
r

place it with proposed leglslatmn collectwely '

referred toas alternatlve mlnlngbllls (AMB,s)
. 'PBEST said the Committee on Natural Re-
sources of, the House of Representatwes had
started conduqtmg techmcal workmg group
meetmgs to dehberate on the AMBs.
“Thelawhas techmcallybeen justin opera—

tion forless than elght years, anda cycle in the '

mining mdustry spans more or less 20 years
Theréis no need to repeal the mining law. The
real problem 1s 1mplementat10n, said Prof
D1ndo Manhzt. convenor of PBEST and’ pre51—
dent of’ Stratbase-Albert del Rosario Institute.

The Mining Act—or Republic Act 7943 —
faced constitutional challengés, while Execu-

t1ve Order 79'in 2012 effectrvely stynued 1ts.

implementation, * © -

Changmg the ‘rules-in the middle” of the
' game ‘may just foster 1llegal-m1n1ng activities
that do not foIIow env1ronmental regulatlons,
“Manhit said;

He added that, whilethe goals set iiamend-
ing the M1mng Act or creating new mining
regulatmns are. m the bestjinterest of the

country, ‘the proposed methlods may not be "

the rnost effectwe .

Some of the proposals 1nclude 11m1t1ng the
raw metals the country w1ll produce to only
serve the Iocalmarlcet PBEST sa1d this willnot
]ump stair;t lndustrlallzatlon 'as erivisioned,
but may eyen kill the m1n1ng industry.

Proposals to extend the no-m1n1ng zones

over what are already covered under the Min-

mg “Act and the Natlonal Inte grated Protected

Areas System Act are practic 1lly tantamount
toa natlonmde mining ban.

Law;lrer Ysan Castillo, secretary-general of |

PBEST ‘said desplte the group’s opposition to
the laws améndments, PBEST does not think
that the ex1sfhng law is perfect .
“There is Stlll. a lot of rogm for improve-
ment, ‘such as ‘the transpa]lrency and dis-
semination of data concerning environ-

mental programs findin 3 and mlneral -

productxon, hé said.
Castillo said additional 'f

dedlcf’ ]

increase of waste- generatlon fees and some

nds should be

ed to env1ronmenta1 protectxon the

1

form of substant1al guardntee fund for

natural hazards MR R
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nlng aW ' i Repealmg the MmmgAct of]1995 could
_] ust nee dS : , ) only encourage illegal mining ac v:hes that,,;
- donotrespectgovernment re ftions, acs,
Co cording to an'‘environment ; group. 2
l prop er . The Philippine Business for Envn'on~
! mental Stewardshlp (PBES'I}) ‘warned
lmplementatl On against moves by Congress to répeal theé .
Mining ‘Aet and replace it wntlﬂ proposed
---- _ ‘ Jegislation collectwelyreferred oasAlter-
native Mining Bills (AMBs). N
PBEST said the Committee o Natural
Resources of the House of Rep resenta-
tives had started conducting |l echmcal
working group meetings to dehberate on
the AMBs. _ |I 4
“The law has technically been just i m
Operatlon for less than eight years, anda
cyeléin the mining industry. spans more or.
less 20 years, Thereis no need torepeal the
mining law. The real problem is melemen—
tation,” said Prof. Dindo Manhit,} Convenor ‘
of PBEST and President of Stratbase- .
Albert Del Rosario Institute. |- ‘

The Mining Act - or Republi¢ Act 7942
- faced constitutional challenges while,
Executive Order No 79 in 2012 =ﬁ’ect1vely
stymied its implem'e‘ntation. %

- Changing the rules in'the 1 lddIe of
the game may just foster ille al mining;
activities that do not follow enwronmental
regulations, Manhit said. . |~

He said while the goals set i in amend-
ing the Mining Act or creating new mining -
regulations aré in the best interest of the.
country, the proposed methods may not be'
the most éffective, .

Some of the proposals mclude hmmng
the raw metals the country will produce to
only serve'the local market. PBEST said,
this will not jumpstart mdustrlailzatlon as
envisioned but may even kill the mlmng
industry.

Proposals to extend t;he o mmmg
zones over what are already covered under’
the Mining Act and the National Ii tegratedl
Protected Areas System Act are practlcally
tantamount to a nationwide mmg ban, «

Alty Ysan Castillo, Secretary Generalof
PBEST said despite the group’s bpposmon'
to the law’s amendments, PBEST does not
think that the existing law is peEct.

“Phere is still a lot of room for im-

provement, such as the transp. ncy and

' dissemination of data concernmh environ-

| -mental programs, ﬁndmgs and: mmeral

' production,” hesaid. = " s ‘
Castillo-said- addltlonal-funds should .

. be dedicated to environmental ;rotectlon,
- the increase of waste generatiol 1|fees and '
some form of substantlal guarantee fund -
for natural hazards. S C

e |
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PAKINABANG SATURISMO, TINUTUKLAS -

NG DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL
RESOURCES SA MABINAY, NEGROS ORIENTAL

SISIMULANG suriin ng Department of Environrhent at Resources (I})ENE): saNegros
/Island Region (NIR) ngayong Miyerkules ang mga kuweba sa muni%_i"palidad ng
Mabinay sa Negros Oriental upang matukoy kung alin sa mga ito ang maaating itampok
sa turismo. : ) Ve : , ];:.;

Inihayag nitong Lunes ni Mabinay Mayor Ernesto Uy na magkakaroon ng cave
congress at cave presentation sa Biyernes, Enero 27, na lalahukan ng touJiiffe‘}m officers
ng mga lungsod at munisipalidad, mga cave enthusiast at iba pang mga stakeholder
sa industriya ng turismo. o o B B

Sinabi rin ni Mayor Uy na ang assessment at inventory ay mas magigi_:lng kapaki-
pakinabang sa paghahanda ng bayan sa pagdedebelop ng mas maraming fourists spot
sa munisipalidad. ] — pom e

Ibinahagi niya na sa 400 kuweba sa Mabinay, tanging 30 lamang sa mga ito ang
napupuntahan; anim sa mga ito ang napaganda na, tulad ng Bulwang Cave,]Pan]igawan
Cave, Pandalihan Cave, Crystal Cave, Odlomon Cave at Cagado Cave, . | =

Inaayos at dinedebelop na rin ang daanan patungo sa iba pang mga kdweba, ayon
saalkalde. . - S s E

Kasabay sa pagsusuri sa kuweba ang pagdiriwang ng Mabinay ng ika;-5_7 taunang

pista nito bilang pagkikila sa }&anjlang patron na si Sefior Sto. Nifio, sa Langub Festival .

bilang isa sa mga pangunahing kaganapan at idinadaos tuwing ika-24 ng 1E'jrjero.
Ngayong taon, maglalaban-laban ang bawat barangay sa street dancing qompetition,
saapat na barangay ang bumubuo sa bawat grupo at ang bawat grupong magwawagi
ay nakatanggap ng P40,000. < R ' -
Itatampok sa Langub Festival ang mga sayaw na magsusulong sa mga'kuweba ng
Mabinay na kakaiba kumpara sa ibang mga pista sa probinsiya. ' 2] f
Inilahad din ni Mayor Uy na isinasagawa rin ang river rafting activity sa isa samga
nakamamanghang talon sa Mabinay, ang Bugsok Falls, na matatagpuan sa Barangay
Banban, 13 kilometro mula sa Poblacion. : S
Sinabi ni Uy na 300 metrong daanan patungong Bugsok Falls ang hiridi pa
naaayos. ‘ : . i -
-Ang susunod na gagawin, ayon kay Uy, ay ang regular nang makapaggagawa ng
river rafting activity mula Bugsok Falls patungong Kauswagan Bridge, na halos dalawa
at kalahating oras ang paglalakbay, gaya sa Cagayan, ' e ‘
PNA
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Envfronmen rid Natural Resources (DENR) and the Umted States Agen

' resﬁpatrollers can use tablets or smartphones ‘and directly record geo referenced observatrons
f are, is used to

fnn habrtat wndllfe trees, threats and illegal activities. Cyb racf(er, a free gpern-sburce so

' J’ ”'ég "tegthe ihterface forthe mobrle apphcatron After a patrol s comp!eted observatlons are ploaded toa.
: F : saand mapprng
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4
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‘Reefs, not rockets’ in Spratlys — Green actlwsts ;
ENVIRONMENTAL activists staged a picket outside the Chinese. consulate in Makatl B
City Tuesday to protest what they said is the continuing construction of missile
bases on disputed reefs in the Spratly istands. “Reefs, not rockets should be pro- -
liferating in the ecologically. critical waters of the West Philippine Sea,” Clemente |
. Bautista, national coordinator. of Kalikasan People’s Network for the Enwronment . ;

_which spearheaded the protest, said in a statement. — Interaksyon com .
- »>Seefullstory on https//goo gl/BkAdbh P, * i i
T
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‘LPPCHEA protec,tors nagtatagumpay Vlllar-’

Ipmahayag ni Sen.” _esources (DENR) .ang hgious ;pnvate»and ep-‘
Cynthia Villar na nag— ; amla Bay reclamatlon vironmental sectors.: We .-
_tagumpayangmgavolunw project na kanyaaurmg hope the Mariila BayreE .
teer sa pangangalaga sa " pitiaphirihan. i~ lamation projedt, which
- Las Pifias-Parafaque - “This is a welcome experts seeasdetnmen{al
Critical-Habitat and development to the cause -to the envitonment ‘and
Eco-Tourism Area (LP- -I'm pursuing along:with" livelihood of 300, 000
" PCHEA) dahil ipinahinto’ dents of Las Pn’ias, Tishermein, will'be per—,
ng Department of En- =Parafiaque and Ca\nte manently shelved;”
vironment and Natural ag well as groups m Te- 'V Villar.
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Beware of lead-laden

Iucky charms §

laden Tucky ¢
' Chinese News
Project Protet
_group found:thaf;some of these Feng
" decorated w1th ‘Eiamg'g"contau‘ung d

" comicern.” -
¢ “Accordingtothe WI-IO lead “is aicuifiulatiy
 icant that affédts'multiple body systefis,} ‘mcludmg i
- netirologic,’ hemafblﬁ‘glc, gastromteshnal S
* cular, and rendls é?‘tems | s¥aay
o Notall Feng tharms and amulels?a_ge &
- equial. Whilé many'aré safe from toxigléad, somg:
. coated witlt highily-leaded paints afidisHould"
tcarry a ]ead—hadeamng," Dizonsi i : |
Dizon observed. that while these® products sup- -
" posed to atiract.energy, health, long. li ,.happmess -
and, wealth,.theysaresactually fake and woild cause:
harmtoluc&seekets L il o
“We makeithiis waining after finding’high concen- -
trations of lead:i in red an dyellow pamts 0 somalucky
charms andwamu and yellow are among the
: uluﬁky coldrsg f;g')rg thegrear of the Fx.rg’i(ooster, “ Dizon

Dl.zonchsclosedtha.ttheﬁveFengShmltemsbought :
. from retailersin yBinondo, Sta. Cruz:and-Guiap jo,Ma-.:|-
- nila that contain lead way beyond the.regulatoryjhmxt?_f t
are the red pamt of metallic “baguaf; “ryellow paint-of
"gain luck -coin’.or:“money plate”; yellow paint: of | :
" “Tucky dragon amulet’; black—green,pmnt of aTooster - f f&\
figure and: yel[ow pamt of a “foux—comer, blessing” | oy
" charm, cory Martlnoz 2 FAQ

.-

—- — '.‘ . e e AL : i Q&gs:?
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the town proper'of Kapalon:, Davao del Norte
cassant ralns slm:e last week. (Davao. dal ]lorte-?rovlncla
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: ULUAN Magumdanao
Unprecedented convergent
relief aids started pouring,ir
for two Maguindanao.tiwn

severelyinundated follomngheivy'%
rential downpours’ that hit Mahvii:
of Mmdanao T
"The‘local governme Fhas ex- -
tended aid but we all. knigy :
enoligh," Vice Mayor Otto Mintawal of

Datu Montawal town in Magumdanao ’

said in a phone mtervlew L

All of the 12 vﬂlages of Datu Mon- '
tawal and nine in the adjacent-town -’
of Pagalungan have been underwater ;.
since Thursday last week after the -

Kabacan Ri 'which emanates from

Pulangi RIVEI' in Bukidnon sweIled as’

aresitlt of the low pressure area, ..

Heavy' downpour occurred in Buk1d-

i
L

'l'_ _‘ non and the water from Pulangl Rwe‘r
-j; flowed down. to’ Nort

e y %S
;On Saturday, the Sanggum
Bayan passéda resolutlon puttmgnthe !

- ‘natural calam

toved and stayed since Frlday'be- :
‘ Js1de the nationai hlghway that passes. -

tnrough Datu Montawal and‘PagaIun-'
gang:two, Magumdanaor towns s1tt1ng-f;’ I e
all barangay but résidents still have’
‘1o deal wp:h the thick mud brought by:!

ke

|

h Cotabato- and|

-entire town under state of calamity.
ReglonaIfGove %Mu_]w Hataman
of the Autonomous Region in Mushm

o Mindanao (ARMM) ‘and personnel
+ 'from Humamtanan Emergency Actlon ;
‘Response Team, (HEART) chstmbuted '

relief items composed; of rice, canned :
goods, blankets d kitchen prowsxons ;
some 6,900 famxhes dnsplaced by the ;

Most of the'affected families h

bes1deMahtubog and Marldagao Rivers
d"the Liguasan marshland 4

on’ Monday, Lynette Estandarte,-
Magumdanao Governor Esmael Toto™

Mangudadatu's focal person, for medi-
cal programs, led the reliéf-and med1-
cal mission-team and dlspatched four
truckloads of rehef packages

At the"same time, ‘Estandarte' g

1edlca1 téam also conducted’ an ‘out-
réach program and medical misswn fo
the displaced families. *

i Even Agnculture Secretary Manny B

Pmol said in his Facebook’] bage. he .

will: ws:t the affected commumues m,'
Magumdanao and North' Cotabato to

asses§ithe damages to crops and other
agricltural products. f L
- “T would want to see what dur agency

can. prov1de 4o the affected farmhes who-.

The wa svel has gone down in.

ﬂoodwaters

Secretary Pifiol was urged to prod
Presnden \Duterte to heed calls for the
- prompt unplementatlon of the Mindan-
ao River Basin project, which Congress:
-appropri ted with P6.5-billion i in 2015
to end pe:renmal inundations from the
220,000~ h ctare Liguasan Marsh that.

“are mostlylfatmug households,” he said. |

borders Magumdanao North Cotabato-

“and Sultaﬁ“Kudarat provinces.

The Master Plan P6.5-billion proj-
-ect! presénbed the construetion and!
unpiementatlon of both structural and
non-structural flood control interven-:
tions such as dredging, solid river banks
rhountin {and- reforestations, among
other Iong térm solutions to perennial
ﬂoodmg around the nguasan Marsh.
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“Sur - The whole province-of Agusan del .-

 Surhas been declared under-a state of

-calamity even as the Philippine Atmo:- -

Spheric, Geopliysical; and‘Astronomical

Services Administration (PAGASA) said.

-that'several.areas. in‘the:Caraga and
‘Davac'regioris will Continué {6 experience
rains until theweekend., | inx\ .
.4, The Provincial Disaster Risk Re-
duetion ‘and-Mandgement -Council _
;(PDRRMO), ﬁi‘its.meeﬁng'hémMonday‘
afternoon, placed the’entire province, ’
‘whichisin therCaralgaregion,.understate :

. gaysin

[ B e g

aboutby flooding. ',

. Earlier; the munieipalities ofSanLuis,- -
Esperanza, Loreto Veruéla, Bunawan, ;-
- Paladogon, La Paz ‘and.Trento were de-
 clared under state gf calamity.All baran. .

7,

‘these towns}parﬁcularly.thQSe in

river municipalities remain fHooded:. ..
:+ Yesterday, PAGA;SAwarnedresidents
" inCaragaand Davaoregions ofmoderate * |
- to0ecasionally heavyuzj_qi_n,sgapd-,.\thun-_
derstorms that could trigger: floods and
landslides in low-lying and:mountainous '

communities,

_ Wednesday, dangary 25,36

bfca]ainitydue to sevélé déﬁégébmughf _

1. The PDRRMC has already asked

. ‘Assistance

addéq,' MR . .
According to the PDRRMCG, 223 hous-
es were destroyed while other houses

were washed out by the rampaging flood
‘that gtarted.on Jan, 17, 2017 in Las Paz,

Agusan del Sur
the fgﬁnicjpal- Social Welfare Develop-
met

- —h
e
,r‘/’

offices o prepare the requests y
*and documients for Emergency Shelter -
SA) for those who lost their :
houses or those with severely damaged
“houses, : : o

i {Cloudy skies with Iight o moderate -
' Tains and:jsolated thunderstorms is :
cted: over the rest of Mindanag, it ;
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DAVAO qry: Contmuous ralns for soclal service nff ces have. conducte B

séveral days have caused. heavy flooding I ;operations in affected villages
in some parts of Davao Region and An alert was also up.in.Davao del

landslides have occutred in'some areas NoFte :Ithe water. Ievels of Ltbugan
of Davao del Norte, Compostela Valley ¢ Rrver and S’aug Rlvers were already tr :

and Davag Onental Lo criticai level as.of 4: 30 a,m. on Tuesdaj y. NS
© . Philippine Atmospherlc Geophysrcat  The: Lawang watertevel in Asuncidri.
: and Astronomical Services Admin- town was constdered i critical level
" istraion (Pagasa) forecastas of 5 - asof 11:40 a.mi oh Tiiesday, while th r;
. a.m, Tuesday that the eastern sections Sabangan Bndge in Tagum City was' Iso
of Mindanao, partrcularly (araga and belng cIoser mionitored,

. . Davap will continue tobe' affected by Reports said %II villages,ln the |

" the tallend of a cold front.. .- . towp.of Kapalong aretﬂooded as roa
© -~ Pagasasaid cloudy ‘skles wlth moder- connEctIng the town to Tagum City a ﬁd :
' ate to occasienally heavy rains and other towns'are no-longer passable for;: i .
thunderstorms may- triggerﬂashﬂoods Ilght vehides: ¢ :
and landslides in those areas. . Meanwhlle hundreds of pas-
" Massive flooding in Compostela sengers'were stranded in Cebu portsii:, [ .
* Valley affected parts f Poblacion of on Tuesday morning as 14 vessels’ can *

: Nabunturan town, includmg some fa-  celed thel’rtrips after Pagasa isstied 3 a' I
: rangay(vi"ages) on. Monday, resultmg gale warning forthe eastern cnast
_inthe suspension of lasses. in:all levels Cebi;'Bohal and: Siquljor EERKAN
on Monday and Tuesday A, Commander Dioplett. Ampit of the
Famllles were evacuated from heavily Phrllpplne Coast Guard: {PEG) Cebu Sta
ﬂooded areas all over Compostela Valleyas tion Sald vesselsmf 250 gross tons and

wellas those fn Iands!lde—prone areas. below are not. ailowed to sail ifa gale- el
Preemptive evacuation of resi- warnlng is rssued S Ry
dents in.other flood- pror;e areas . Amplil added that the gale wamtng T
was alsu conducted ‘. affected trips toand from the ports of | -
Roads connecting ﬂooded areas to Bantayan island, Camotes Island, and
the town:centers were no loniger pass-  fromTinago in Ceby City bound for ."
able for light vehrcles because of the Tagbilaran, Ormac City and Negios.~ i
' nsfng flood, - He'said the PCGs updating the. : |1
. _The Provingial SociaIWeIfare and number of affected passengers. :
: _Development Office {(PSWDO) in Com- Vhan'Stngson, Pagasa weather spe-

postela Valley as of 8a.m. on Tuesday cialist in-Mactan, sald sea condltlons’
reported.a total of 682 families or 2, 020 in Cebu Botiol and Siquijor are roug
 directly affected by floods from the to véry rough, '] el
tawns of Nabunturan, Compostela New The gale warning was issued because".
Bataan Montevista and Mawab, of the presence of the northeast mon- j i
.The PSWDC and tﬂh.e municapal level  soonoramifan. - - - PNA:

st
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SWAM_PED CROPS. Floodiwaters s;_btimer’gé‘thousanclj's_ofhectarés of rice, corn, a d afnaﬁas in Datu Montawal Maguindanao on Saturday. HeaVyféi'né_S[)ré_a‘_d
including the latter's municipal government.compound. Both towns in the second districtiof Maguindanao are ma}rlllsgd with swamps and large waterways that co
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~ Naghihingalong industriya ng niyog, isasalba

ISULAN, Sultan Kudarat - Hindi
maikakaila ang unti-unting paglalaho
ng mga tanim na niyog sa Sultan
Kudarat, at kinumpirma ng dating
provincial agriculturist na halos 70-
80 porsiyento ng mga punong niyog
ang naglaho, kasabay ng pagdami ng
nakikinabang sa coco lumber.

Ayon kay Engr. Nestor Casador,
retiradong agriculturist ng Sultan
Kudarat, na dati ay malawak at sagana
ang taniman ng niyog sa lalawigan,
ngunit ngayon ay hales maubos na
ang mga ito dahil marami, aniya,
sa mga daling puno ay naging coco
lumber bilang muwebles sa loob ng
mga tahanan,

Maging ang ilang kilalang

magniniyog sa lalawigan ay nagsabing
pinipilina lang nilang putulinang mga
punong niyog nila dahil hindi nila
napakikinabangan o “unproductive”
na ang mga ito.

Ang pinutol na puno, anila, ay.

ibinebenta nila sa gumagamit dito sa
pagpapatayo ng mga istruktura.
Pinili naman ng flang magniniyog
namagtanimnalang ng pagkukuhanan
ng palm oil at iba pang produktong
agricultural ang dating taniman nila
ng niyog.
Gayunman, sinabi ni Abunawas
- Abdulasis, al hadz, ng Tacurong City
Environment and Natural Resources
Office (CENRO), na minsan nang
nakipag-ughayan ang pamunuan ng

Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA)
samga magniniyog sa Sultan Kudarat
upang tuluyan nang ipagbawal ang
pamumutel sa mga nalalabing puno
ng niyog sa lalawigan.

Nilinaw din ni Abdulasis na sang-
ayon siya sa pagputol sa mga puno
kung matutukoy sa ebalwasyon na
hindi na nga ito kapaki-pakinabang,
ngunit mahalagang may nakatanim
nang kapalit nito bago gawing coco
lumber ang puno.

Nakikipag-ugnayan na rin ang
CENRO sa mga magniniyog at mga
lokal na pamahalaan upang maiwasan
ang tuluyang paglalaho ng industriya
ng niyog sa Sultan Kudarat.

Leo P. Diaz
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(JICA) will put together an urban -
infrastructure development plan
and capacity-building project for -

DAVAO CITY The Japan In- !

ternational Cooperatlon Agency |

Davao City.

. “Thisis avery umque approach
that has not been implemented :
in other cities

Ken Kumazawa, JICA project °

team leader said durmg anews
‘conference jmimédiately after

yesterday’s meeting with the city
governmentand the Natlona.l Eco-
nomic and Development Author-
ity (NEDA) Davaoregion officials.

- Mr. Kumazawa said the plan, .

which willsupport the infrastruc- -

ture development plan and im- - "

plementation of both the city and !
NEDA, is expected to ultimately

improve the city’s competitive- ;
ness, safety from’ disasters and 3

‘general urban coxditions.

City focusing on land use, roads, : .
‘urban transportation, water sup-:
ply and solid- waste-management . waste rnanagement and

“The expected’ output is an ur-
ban development ‘plan for Davao :

“with a short term target year of
2022 and a,;long—‘term target year
- of 2045, he said,

© " He said JICA dec1ded to part-.
ner with the. city and view as a‘

model plans for the Japanese: . rproper waste segregatl ¥n;” he -

g 1 aheT i
s -GTlie‘pfé_]ect'kvhJchm Iastfor 11
! 141‘110n’ch§ *Willb%"dmde”tl ﬁto‘t\fiof‘.‘ N
" componetits — the' development‘

city of Kitakyuishu'in Fukiioka’

Pfefectuthé sxmrlantres in-.-

chide popiilation size, distance’

from the cap1tal city and long-!

termplans to make bothlocations
enviro nment-fnendly cities. -

Davao formiedl a‘strategic en-
vironmeital partnership withi’ —Carmencita A, Canll o

*.‘!:he Philippines,*

Kltakyushu m November 'Kn:a-<
kyushu suffered from- senous"
mdustr)al pollutron problems in
the 1960s: that were eliminated.

_citiesin Asia.

'most advanced envrronll-rental
“Kitakyushu. C1ty

| ity development that is
on their expenences and
how' of urban developmer
Kumézawa said. '

- The K1takyushu Mod
dresses areas like sohd ﬁnaste
management‘ energy manage--
" ment; water and Wast¥water

know-
t,” Mr
4

management, urban transporta-

tion and enwronmental preser-
vatlon ’

Lawyer Tnstan Dwi t Do-

- Mingo, Davao’s assistant, c1ty

administrator; said th study

by the 1980s, becoming oneof the

istab-
llshed the Kltakyushu M{:del as!
‘a methodology for susta]mable :

|based‘ g

8l ad-'.

will focus on the rev;ew’ of the -

2013-2022- Comprehen51 e*Land
Use Plan {CLUP) of the (:l]ty, road.
network and mass trars r,‘sohd

traffic scheme 1
Wewill havea works

the Kltakyushu experts tomor- SE

row (Jan. 25) and look at how
we ¢an comé'up with sys ems on

Ny o “\

" gt st o)

- planning‘aid capamty bmldmg
stages. The draft fina} report is
. expected to be out by December

i l‘




25 JaN 1T

"DATE -

Al AL

TTPAGE

-

[N,

—+
ﬂ
O
3
9—
vt

'O
g o
—t .
(D
Q—

THE Trump admlmstratlon hasf

: A R At
. ‘protect American interests in the South Chma by H. ﬁ ([ﬂ ”_

. Sea and block China's occupauon
) 'i'ls]ands in, mtematlonal waters, a stat

: “lf those istarids are, mjact, 1n“1p

| - waters and notpartof China propér, yeah, we'll
' ake sure we defend mternanonal 1nterests

1

AI BLOCK FROM Al

B0 ye o
L Beumg sa1d it would be “firm
in safeguarding cur nghts" in the
disputed waters; while an influen- |
tial Chinese niewspaper said China';
‘must strengthen its nuclear arsenal
to: “foice the. US to respect it” in:]
response to'the stance of the new -
Trump. admiinistration. -

~The Global Times said' Chma 5.

nuclear forces “must bé.so strong -
thatne countrywould dare launch ;
.amilitaryshowdown” with it. .
*Chma|s state- med:a earheri
warned'that the US'would need:
1o+ wage adarge:scale war” if it
Putsup.a blockade in:the South
China- Sea, in response to state: !
" ments,fiom the,{$. Secretary of:
‘ Statqglgsxgnat;q, Relellerson

\ nomxc pa:tne:shlp'

FRESOLUTION
j JOI

IMILITERIZE TN
>BlockA2 HAM h)ﬂH

 the Chinese

PHOTO.

k. - REEFS

En\rlronmentallsts
protest Chinese '_ :-

“military

activities at the

- West Philippife:

consulate.

BYBOB - « %]
DUNGOJR, .l

-fhinese Ambassador o the Phil-:

: lppmeszhaajtanhuadlsrmssedthe
* newspaper piece and said Bemng
‘ wquld ;xermse a walt-ap ,e,‘qu
. “approaghenthg issugi -

‘ ”Oumptghqy,xs;fonpqace,mistm,

" bility; don'tghink that itisadyis-
- ‘able or wise for China and the US-
‘ .to .engage m a confrontauon,h he
¥ ;Sald during the Chmese Embassy's

‘Spring Festival recepnon in Makau

City on Monday night.

Zhao announced that I’res:dent

":Rodrigo . Duterte and his Chinese:
; Jcounterpart, Xi ]mpmg, will hold

:bilateral talks in May at the side-

' _lmes of a multilatera] forum, .
" The Philippine leaderwas sald to

‘haveconﬁnnedhlsatten j;oetothe
 China- led OneBelt,,__ pad”

- Thiswill be hls secotid; ;imieetiiig s w1th
_X1 aftera state visit ify Octpber 2016.
'tsa, summ1t’“ahﬂ;‘ ar bllateral

meeuug,’! Zhao told reporters. -
" MICHAELJOET. DEI.lZO




