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' J ”"anon Stralt

‘tougher starice g 1}»---‘ 1
fishing with'the’ nnplernenta- gk fishing through! incréased .
. fon of an _u,np,roved enforce- .. patrolling and apprehensmn,
Jafion.Strait, . .. prosecution of violators;, and
' ;- fraining of law enforcers. - -
protected area. .. - Local government umts
'The enforcement plan is one ; (LGUs) and other agencies aim
of the ¢ components of Tafion " to conduct more sea. patrols -
Strait’s General Management -“and file cases against 1llegal
Plan' which provides mecha- ~and ¢ommercial fishers ir .

€ e egros ;
“Regular ‘patrols ‘and sur-
veillance activities are nec-
“éssaty. forit "‘e ‘detéction and
“ihtelligence! gathermg of vio-
lations within- the protected
area, as pa t of an enforce-
ment plan,” Tafion Strait Pro-
tected Seas p e (TSPS) area
supermtend’ent Am Prospero

T VI peay

ST TR Y

_m""'

nisms for protecting marine Tafion Stra1t a protected area Lend:o .
. - . .‘g __ - F”W N ,
AN o _ S R

i ;‘The plan mclude

ilar inspection ofiaffsﬁh’ ng

vessels along Tarion!Strait,
a step-by-step strategy for
i gperations and surveillance,
l and filling of cases agamst
v101ators

Tanon Strait is a crmcal

; manne - habitat and 1mportant
, mlgratory path for 14.of the 27
. specigs of whales and dolphins
in the P}uhppmes '

iu~ Ttis and1ﬁshmgground pm--
- viding livelihood to thousands

of fisherfolk and their families

in the 42 coastél ¢ities and mu- |

nicipalities in Cebu and Negros‘
Islands. ' o

“Tafion Strait is'a marmei
biodiversity hotspot. Effective,
management mechanisms are!
necessary, along with strong
law enforcement, to ensure’
that it i is protected
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“::: ,' Govtueyes deploymmt of I more

?:'g

By Alvrn Murcla.

SLAUNE

“Additional sea patrols have
Been laid - out by’ -several
guvernment agencres ‘and local
@oyernment units to pin’ down
‘commercial fishersin Tafion Strait,
. 4lte’ countty’s largest marine
protected area between Cebu and
Negros. -Aside from the strict

-pqtll;ols that would be implemented .

cases against those who w11] be

. .qﬂght ‘will be filed.
‘urPhis was revealed by Am
spero Lendlo, ~area

ri;)}rpermtendent of Tafion Strait
I

otected Seascape (TSPS), which
‘g,mpder the supervision‘of the
i8diversity Management Bureau of
“Department of Environment
A8 "Natural- Resoufces (DENR-
’i'BMB) LM ; | ve
siiHe gaid regular patrols and
‘ Survelllance activities sdre
. dngcessary for the detection’and
Ansélligerice gathéring of violations
owiithin the protected area, as part
ogmn énforcement plan, .
_ *'The enforcernent plan serves as
~1gyide in hanhoﬁizing the inititives

gifeoncerned governmerit agencies -

digpprotect Tafion Strait.

.bevghe plan includes regular
ectiori-of fishing vessels along
. j;[‘ﬁgon Strait, astep-by-step strategy
for operatlons and surveillance, and
: ,HIJI,mg of cases. agamst violators.

—_ —_— __-.14.

‘path-for 14 of the 27 species’

, Aquatle Resources (BFA

. Sea patrols in Tanon Strait

Tafion Strart is acrltlcal nial ' 3
“habitat and- important . mlgrat‘

whales and dolphins. in tle
Phxhppmes SR
. Itis a:rich fishing grou '
providing livelihood to thonsands .

‘fisherfolk and their famlhes intk .
42 coastal cities and mumclpahtl :
.in Cebu and Negros Islands. -

The TSPS is governed, by?
protected area management boag

.(PAMB) led by the DENR, with t

provincial, municipal and barang
‘L.GUs as members, mcludmg othir
concerned government agencr
'lrke the Bureau of F:sherres a)

‘Department of Interior ‘and Loé
‘Government, Philippiné Nationl -
Police, Department of.Justii
"(DoJ), and eivil . socle
,organizations,

::.ul\ Ve

LoJ¥Pafion, Strait is & marie

bicdiversity hotspot.. Effectr%
management mechanisms: &

necessary, along with strong la;
’enforcement to ensure'that it -
‘ protected The operationalizati

of ithe _enforcement plan shouf];
deter. the banned commereil

fishing and destructive activities: i )
* gtakeholders ¢ conserve and

the protected area,” sard lawyr
'Gloria Estenzo Ramos, 'vic
~president for Oceana Philippines
_ . The-gnforcement plan is oné.
the components of Tafion Straits

"CD‘

"
tr

S

General Manageme'nt Plaﬁ:(GM'I;),-‘ !

whick provrdes riechanisms for
proteciing r'narme habltats,

¢ - ensuring sustamable ﬁsherles and |
- redueing’ lllegal fishing through {

-increased - patrolling and
apprehensron, prosecution of

enforg:ers, Ramo}- -gaid,

She said Oceaqa, in partnershrp
- with the DENR—B BFAR and the
DoJ has assisted|in prowdmgdegal
trammgs to.law “enforcement

personnel incl dmg the. newly- |
desrgnated spécrhl‘prosecutcrs for |

protected areas. d)ceana glso works

with BFAR in tH_e pllot—testmg of

vessel momtorm i

R track fishmg ac uﬁtles m ‘Tafion

. Strait,

Ly Desprte bei ng declared a
‘ protected aree,}m, 1998, :Tafion
X Strmt.stlllsuffers‘from exploitation

i by.commercial fishers encraaching
4 1n~mumclpal. wa €IS, degradatron

of critical ha.b| ats, and. over

hal;vestmg of ﬁshery resources she'

sazd .
‘Ramos said pr tectmg the strait

|1

% is'a big challengg but a vital task
‘4 strengthened'

thus the need fo 1
collaboration of vanous

" protect the critically, important
* maring habitat and fishing: ground,

. on for food and _lyehhood

_violators; and j#raining of law

where thousarids “of fishers depend -
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' Water for irrigation need

Tl (Part,

into five key dimensions and rated each " tion, treatment, co pveyarice and proper.
country in a scale of 1.t0 5 (5 being most - disposal of water: Utimately somebody:
water secure, and'l being least water hasto pay for these__services. We should

" secure). e e .therefore,thisearly,dlsabuseallli‘ﬂipinos,
'IWenty-_nine_&Q)féutofflacounh;iesgin, starting with the biggestusers, the farm.

; T ;W.AsiaPaciﬁcreg’ionwei‘eratedwatef‘iﬁse- * ‘ers, of the notion that water is free.
1e previous week’s column cure (composite scores of 1 and ). None The new policy ¢f the Duterte admin-

‘ :‘:é;igi_ted*m;ny and varied com- scored the perfect score of five. Among istration offree irrj
- ments from readers. Hencethis  the most water secure (composite Score:  thefaceof the grim
i ¢ additional commentary, - " of4), were NeéwZealarid, Australia, Siniga- - Searcity of water, O

| {THe new frée water policy for agri- pore"andJap'a“n;iThé-mdstwaterdeﬂEiﬁiit . and.aceept the nes

K
"' H
f-

culfure 1'5 jnot‘as's'igpglg and straightfor-  (composite score of 1) were Bangladesh; irrigation services.
watd as 1t¥vould appear: While politically India; Pakistan and Afghanistan, 1 . servation that farmep;
expedient in the' short:term, it-will be "The Philippines ‘was rated water ins- ‘
against our long-term national interest.  secure and embarrassingly ranked in the_

S

We need to prepare for a water scarce * bottom fourtfj{3sth out,of 43 countri',é_;é);.r_-p ztion ( i ‘had beengstadily inproving
future. Without the huxury of spare lands Even nowlourttivo major urban tang years, Irrig; ation fees’collection

to devoteforlfalming,.we will need all the ters, Metro I@I!aén”ga;nd Cebu, are alre‘g(:i'j'r efﬁcieffex :_in 2014 5
waler we can save to secure our future experiencing shoftage of water supply . Farmers do pay ang-
food needs. Kirrigation wateris free there during the d&y*season. Increasirigly - - often are farmers do

will be no pressure/incentive for farmers rice farmers, fifBulacan are deprivedl.of tail'end of the irrigati
lo conserve and apply water Jjudiciously.”  their allocation of irrigation water asl € ot get enough wate

2

d at 67.4 percent,

The world is running out of fresh wa- water supply from Angat dam is prefer%; . Fr ‘dlsﬁﬂbutlb{:]
er. By 2050, the world’s population would -ﬁallydivertedtpmegt‘ﬂ_;e domestiewaf L vspestic actor; ain g
1ave ballooned t0 10 billion and demand - heeds of city folks in Metro Manila, fw” fan nedning adminis-
or fresh water would have increased by earlier projection by JICA, Regionsj ?ﬁbfﬁéi’é@denﬁcs
S percent. Agriculture will continue to 1T, IV ang VILwillbe gxériencing walbtig o ribe a hotfeiit toimproy:
ccountfor thelargestshare (80percent)  stress by 2095, = i " 1BEhe 860 farme sherfolks is
ut industrial and domestic uses will iy dunsustainable] costly. and;prone to graft
icrease much more rapidiy (65 percent . Prepariqg for ;.+ + and corruption. Let's|not make our life
nd 30 percent increase, respectively a Wa&r-Scamg;thure . . more miserable by throwing in free ir- _
ersus five percent for agriculture). The handwriting is on the wall. In the . rigationwater. a :

Globally agricultire needs to produce  face of rising, Lcompeting demands for ‘ e
) percent more food by 2050 (in fact 100 industry, domestic, Cnergy generation. . . What Does [t Take
:rcent or even more for manydevelop-  and environment uses, fresh water will to Strengthen Water Security?
gcountrieslike ourselves) butwithless . inevitably becomie a scarce economie ~The ADB study cited above high-

dlesswater . good that must be carefully managed, lighted the need for three interventions:
TheAsianDevelopmentBank‘(ADB) used most efficiently, and, in the future . continuing investments in 1) INFRA- \

arecently published study (Asian Water p mosgﬁkelyRAIjIQNED._Fbrtunatelx with STRUCTURE, 2) INSTITUTIONS, and

svelopment Outlook 2016) assessedthe  ournatural water resource endowments INFORMATION. ;. ‘

el of water security among the coun-  we have time to prepare, ;

es in the Asia Pacific region, The Bank - There will be trade-offs. There ic an v ot

WAFgragatad natiaemal ooa.

I H AR
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ippines is doing fairly well
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‘should persevere in building more irriga-
tion systems (57 percent completion so

far). We need large multipurpose dams for

Irrigation, domestic and industrial uses
- and power generation, However for the
meantime, we need to pay more attention

to rehabilitation/restoration of degraded "

irrigation systems as well as in develop-

. -entofsmall pond&é?’ﬁnaxgéséwohs and

¥ shallowwells which JquiGker to builg,
Filess sty and whi Ve fabmers better

|- control over water distribuh.
4 -~ But wéneed tgzgg';r%t@n job in rais-
JIng water use efficiency. andbuilding in-
. stititibns to managegfj;}rrgv;a I resources
! ‘efféctively: At the macroslevel, there is
. confusion in the goyépr ‘a'm@%ﬁf water re-
. sources, There areﬁmsg‘ agencies with
sometim licting man-

- overlapping, i
'dates over water. “ﬁ‘f‘g‘_;ﬁo” strengthen
- &iid-éndow more power he National
Water Resources Board ). .

Atthé agency opei‘%p;gg?l ], our irri-
gationwater use efficiency is dismally low,
Average cropping irftensity, of our irriga-
tion systemsisonly 137 percentcompared
with the ideal 200 percent. Government,
. through NIA and the Bureau of Soil and
. Water Management (BSWMD, can only do
somuch. The heavierburden of maintain-
ing the water canals and imposing disci-
pline for the equitable and timely delivery
, of water repose on the Shoulders of the
. water beneﬁciar'ies_theri;,selveg through
 the Irrigators Associations. (TAs).

: . The farmers should manage and
. maintain the downstream faclities them-

——

R T e
:

' More than halfof the anntial appropri-
~~ations of the Deparhnent;of.Agriculture;,
(DA) for all these years have been for-
Jrrigation systems construction. Yes we -

' opment,

qs‘élve%ﬂ‘m“gh the IAs. Irrigation water
nouldibt befree: The il coloet

\Ria‘terfeesﬁﬁm,a;ﬁbﬁgm,; selves topay

w~forpart of the.cash costs f maintenance
. andkeep the surplus tobroaden the capi-

tal bas¢,of their cooperatives.
Finally with regard to water resources
data~and-information, a&, the manage-
ment saying goes, we cannot properly
‘manage'that which we d ot measure.
We need a concérted nalional-effort to
gather information on availability of
both surface water and guifers, their

regional and seasorial distfibition, actual
il and regional

usage and projection of]
demands.’, ~ . |
. Hence the recommendation o es-
tablish Water Resourcgs Research
Centers in a few selected state universi-
ties to continuously collec, monitor and
analyze regional water resources. data
upon which to rigorously base policies,
legislation, investments an dinstitutional
arrangements on water resources devel-

For a more up-to-date ajnd compre-
hensive treatment of irrigation issues,

+ you will find them in a F'ecent book

published by the Asia Ric -Foundation,
Inc. (ARF), a Los Bafiog-based non-
government organization (NGO) with the
title' “Water in Agriculture: Status, Chal-

lenges‘and Opportunities.” rders for the
¢ addressed

hook (®300 per copy) may _
to asia_rice@searcaorg. , |,
Dr. Emil . Japier is o

Coulitionfor Agriculfure Mdder
inthePhilippines (CAMP), For
bogk, email eqjavier@yahopc
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Apo Gement Corp., a subsidiary
of CEMEX Philippines, was again
the rec:plent of Philippine Mine
Safety . -and - Em;ironment
* Association  (PMSEA) awards this ¢
year for having the safést mineral -
processing- operation and for its’
environmental co servation

program, © i
‘PMSEA7 - the :E'c(mntry 's -
forerunner inthe p motion' of

occupatlonal health and safety, .

sound environmental mhnagement
and social responsrbxllty in the
mining industry, handed Apo
Cement .Corp. fhé 2016
Presidential- Mmera Industry”
Environmental Award} (Platinum
Achievement Award) ingtheé mineral
* processing category, Best Mining.
Forest Award in thp mineral -
processing plant category, .and:
Safest Mineral Processmg Award
in the cement plant oategory durmg

the 68rd Annual Natlonal Mine

Safety ~ and Enyrronment
Conference (ANMSEG;) at Camp
John Hay in Baguio Crty ¥

These ‘awards remforce the
company’ dedlcation and "
commitment to chi anipioning -
responsible natura r;esource
managementm Gebu :] :

i)

“Respons:ble operatrons is our
top priority at CEMEX, We believe

-+ that by living out sustainability in

everything we do, we  are
- responsibly addressmg the needs
of the present tlme ‘and at the
.same time securing the needs and
ensuring the future of the next
genera.tion, said Erne‘qto ‘Felix,
- CEMEX' vice president- for

: operatmns and technology

- Apo Cement won the Presidential
Mmeral Industry Environmental
Award for garnering the’ highest

_"-scores in four criteria namely
. Environmental Management; , Saféty

and Health Management; Social
Development and Management- and

—Informatmn, Eduecation -gnd-

'Commumcatlon (EC) programs..

- Helping Apo Cement win the
award are its accompllshments in
. environmental protection. and
enhancement partlcu]arly the 96
percent survival .rate of its
.mangrove plantatlon under the

" @row-aTree Project, which is also

" the highlight of the. Best Mmmg-
Forest Award,

Apo Cement placed second
runner-up. in the Best. Mlmng
Forest- Award ° after - -its

’ conservatron program got the best

" Survival! !Rate, Tree

) Geoscrences

namely Development
Plan, Nursery Operdtion,
Total qunted Areas,

Endem:cltm and IEC on
Reforestation, Last year,
the company got. af
perfect score 'in the
biodiversity criteria
after award evaluators
observed the presénce _
of birds, insects; snakes, -

-and other reIevant species in the'

tree plantation areas,

Apo Cément, which produces:
the well-known cement brand APO,
also ‘won' the Safest Mmeral
Processmg ‘Award for garnering
- Highest-Manhours w1thout Lost: {
_Time Incident, -

“The awards would not haveﬁ
been realized without the full
support‘ of our. paople to -the .

and Safety initiatives.
commitmetit to being a respons1ble

.company's Environment, Health,
Our‘

organization and a leader in -

operatlonal excellence drives us

to achieve more,” said Gery Rota, -
Apo Cement Corp. plant du-ector o
o OffICIa.lB of Apo Cement Corf,

The: PMSEA Mines and
' Bureau,.

IEnvlronmental Manageme

‘[«Cement Corp., another CE

for news and updates or like and

'Facebook and Instagram. F

JBureau Office of the Departn
jand Natural Resources Secret
+and the Department of Science and?
Technology evaluate the nominé

‘and give the score, :
Apo Cement Corp. and So}}

P}uhppmes sub51d1ary, produce
.arket coment and other builds
matenals in the country. Visir®

mvwmwkﬁng;sﬂnhppzmmw
follow CEMEX Philippines - éﬂm

partnershlps, contact the Pub
Affalrs Unit at (632) 849-3600

“In photo are the leaders i

during the awarding ceremony.s ?-fO‘E

L

R ——
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' erhn—The way we eat in the mdustnal— . -

i
i ized world is unhealthy, unjust and un- -
! sustainable. Far too much of the meat
' we consume js produced under ques-
uonable ecologlcal ethical atid social condi-
nons ‘And now 6ur industrial mode] for meat

: producuon is being exported to the global -

south—especially India ,a_nd China—where
‘meat consumption is rising among these
i countries' ‘emerging middle classes.

; Worldmde 300 million’ tons of meatare

: produced each'year, and, the United Nations
+Food and Agnculture Organlzatlon esti-
‘ mates that the annual amount w1ll mcrease
10 455 xmlhon tons by 2050 if deu}&an con-
‘tinues. tp grow at the current;ratelySHeh;

largebmounts'bﬁmeat can'beprédQCedzonérr* requ:resulik:r‘nob sofily destra)
:ly on‘ati thdustiial scale, an&'at’iﬁglf%’bciél Pt

AR

i pohtlcal and ecologlcal costs

‘need to feed ourselves. directly' thr6ugh a

‘plant-based diet..For example, producmg' -

lone kllogram ‘of chicken meat, pork or beef

‘Tequires 1.6, three and eight kg of animal
‘feed, respectively. This pits farmers and
‘animal-feed producers against one anoth-
-er in a fierce competition forland.

Meanwhile, the production of soy———the
1mpor1:ant animal-feed .

‘world's most
grain—rose from 130 million tons in 1996

"to'270 million tons in 2015, with 8o percent -

of output going to meat production, espe-
' c1a]ly in China (7o }mlhon tons) and Europe

~A31 mﬂhon tons). This expansmn of soy’

agrlculture. asa result of the growmg de-

o estlmated u&p?rcent of th$‘wpr1d'
s 'house-gas emissions. Includmg

b BARBARA UNMU'BIG

LR - [

mard for meat, is driving up land: values"
Consequently, in the global south, com-
mon land is bemg pnvatlzed rainforests
arebeing destroyed to make room for agri-

cultural cultivation, and mternatmnal -

agnbusmqss#ezs are expropnatmg the land
‘ e‘-thmi of the worlge§§ '
rely, on'}for their hvehhoods
Aninyal- feedproducnon al
ive’ culuv;tlon of agrlculmram%'nd

q ‘\i

d"“i‘edﬁcmg

mm%r

. those’ assoc1ated with fertilizer brodﬁc—..f

tion;” mcreases that share to 24 percent'
And the extensive use of fertilizers and‘
pest1c1des—99 percent of the woild's’'soy

' is genetically. modified, and is routinely .

treated with pesticides—is also contami-
nating ground-water sources, destroymg
biodiversity and eroding the soil, ... v:j; »

We can no longer ignore: the; externall _
ious. abOl.'lt, 4 of somal justice;and the future of the plan- 4

co/sts of this §ystem, If we are s
addressmg climate changel andisecuring -

eople still © .

R D
elnt n--.-w

reepsyﬁaﬂs one sufférs
odlveré g it als

o R ]

h'unger L

I
T
« Te¥

o e
SR

Lk ”i /
feed th 1 wox:ld /
In fi ct, that presumption has hrtle mer—
it. TheI N Environment Program . esnmates
that, b |2050, an area between the size of ! !
Brazil atd India wilt have to be repurposed

into cropland if current food—consumptlon

%

- trends continue. But if the 9.6:billion people :

to.have id'plant-based diet, industrial meat '
produc oh could be abandoned and all of

thern cojtld bé fed without need for any ad- :
ditional ; _'cultural land,

expecte r to inhabit the planet by then were ;

I tmevenly distributed thamn i
vdeciding factor in whether somes
suffer f;:“bmnnalnugnuon. 20 percentof
househ ids ‘that”éxpenence ‘hunger dovibt
x; ! L‘am:I'so percent of people who ex- {
né !hungengre smaIl—scale farmets.

ll' ins. It i is incumbent upon gov.'-j
ernmen Ffto prioritize people’s nght‘tj

People should not lose their | |
) ds and food security for the bene-
ibusiness profits.

-hallenge of feeding every hurnan ’
should not;be viewed in opposition l
:ag somehow ruling out--questionsy

I ma]nutntlon and hunger are: a:l '

every human bemg s right tcb,fprope: natri- o result of bollncs not scarc1ty Projnct symucm

tion and’ food security, we st challenge . :

the presumptlon thatan industrial agricul-

tural model, let alone meat, is necessary to

“uf I.q .
Barbara .IUnmuﬁlg is presndent of the g
He:nnch BoII Foundatron

nutntlon above private economic P
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'$CAVENGERS pick recyclable materials on top of the Payatas landfill'ifr Quezon Cif
junkshops yesterday. The landfill is set to be shut down by the Department of Envir,

onment and Natural.

that they will sell to

- Resources in theTirst quarter of the'year due to its proximity to-the La Mesa watershed and the risks of

methane buildup. (Federido Cruz) - ; S

R
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE NFVVE. ...LIPPINC:S

: Hi ,E'NR Secre.rary Gma Lapez sa szzo' oy

ng Payatas dampsite dahil sa dulot nitong matinding air po!lur.ron af wdter pollution:
kalapit na La Mesa Dam. Sinalungar:naman ang mga basrero. sa-pagsasqra ng nasahing
R dumps:te na'kanilang pmagkukunan ng kabuhayan. ( Kuha nf- Boy Santa.s*) N ;L
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LOWER HALF

PUBLIC

ng Departirient nviromént and Natural Resources
(DENR) ang tambakan ng basura sa Payatas, Quezon City uparig pigilan
ang pag-leak ng katas at mahalo sa water shed ng Quezon City at Marikina na
makakaapekto sa kalusugan ng mga residente ng Metro Manila. (Mike Taboy)

T — ’
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"'‘ADUMPNO
i MORE? .
- Environment
.Secretary Gina
+ Lopezhas -
ordered the ;
! QuezonCity -
government to .
> closéthe
.- Payatas -
© dumpsite:: - §
- plctured here, - |
{ butthecityls.,
asking Lopez *
.. toreconsider -
‘since it doesn't:
+ havean -
i alternate -
. dumpsite
yet. Manny
Palmero,

[y
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