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_DENR cancels perm1ts for éﬂmne ﬁrms

‘The Phlhppme government haS'

- cancelled the eftvironmental permits

- for four more mining projeets, includ--
ing one planned nickel venture, as the

world's fop nickel ore supplier deepens

a months-long crackdovzn on.the re-:

o r

‘sources sector. ‘
The SoutheastAsmn nation has
been reviewing hundreds of

the country could sumve w1thout a.

mining industry.

. The three other ECCs cancelled '

on Wednesday were for a'gold mine, a

coal producer and an iron and copper

project.

A separate mmmg audit has led to "
the suspensmn of 10 mines with 20 more -

at ri k The. clampdown stoked womes_ ‘
abou|t supply of nickel from the Philip-
pineglastyear, helpmg spural4-percent
rally.in global prices.

The Philippines’ nickel ore ship- -
ments totop market China dropped 116
percent to 28.8 million tons in January—
November (Reuters) '

environmental compliance

“certificates (BCCs) including
those granted to mines. That
is separate from an environ-
mental audit of the country's

41 operating mines whose
results are set to be released
onJan.31.

.. Thefourrevoked ECCs in-
clude one for Norwegian firm
Intex Resources' proposed

.-$2.5-billion nickel ‘mine on

- Mindoro island in the cenlral

Philippines.

Department. of Enwron- g
~ ment and Natural Resources /

(DENR) Secretary Regina
Lopez told a media briefing

. the project would damage the
environment as it would be
located on a watershed. - ‘

"Everyone there, the poli- |

- ticians, the church, the aca-

deme, they vehemently did

not want mmmg there," she

said.

A member of staff at In-
tex's Manila office declined
o make immediate comment,
saying thebranch was waiting . |
for an official response from
.. headquarters in-Norway. .

_.- Lopez, a committed en-

vironmentalist, in December

- cancelled the ECCs of three |
nickel mines as part of the -
clampdown. .

. Firebrand Phlhppme
President Rodrigo Duterte -
‘has backed Lopez's aggres- .
sive campaign against mines |
causing environmental harm,

. warning shortly after taking
‘office in June last year that
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DEN R cancels ECCs of 4 mining, 2
environmentally destructive’ projects

By JoNaTHAN L. MAYUGA
W@jonlmayuga

YHE Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)

L. has canceled the expired en-
vironmental compliance certificates
(ECCs) issued for six development proj-
ects, including four for mining, as part
of the agency’s continuing industry-

wide ECC audit.

Environment Secretary Regina
Paz L. Lopez said the gancellation
of the ECCs was meant to prevent
environmental degradatienand suf-
feringofpeopleinwould-beaffected
communities, :

The canceled ECCs for mining
are the Mindoro nickel project of
Intex Resources Philippines Ine.

for the extraction of nickel laterite
orecovering 11,216 hectaresin the
municipality of Victoria, Pola and
Socorro in Oriental Mindoro and
municipality of Sablayan in Occi-
dental Mindoro; Cebu coal mining
praject of Forumn Cebu Coal Corp.
(FCCC) in Cebu province; iron cop-
per and other mining project of

CEKAS Development Corp. at a
810-hectare land in Donsolihon,
Cagayan de Oro City, in the prov-
ince of Misamis Oriental; gold

mining and processing project of -

Eaglerock Mining Corp. in Bayog,
Zamboanga del Sur. '

- Also canceled were ECCs for In-
teprated Forest Management Agree-
ment (Ifma) of Mejore Wood Works
Inc. in Janipaan, San Agustin, Su-
rigaodelSur;andtheParaniaque.Las
Pifias Coastal Bay Project Land Rec-
lamation of Alltech CantractorsInc.
for the reclamation of 203.34 hect-
aresin Parafiaqueand 421.71 h:ect—
aresin Las Pifiasalong the coasts of
the two Metro Manila cities. .

Allthe ECCs, Lopez said, ha\?@ ex-
pired, andthe DENRhasnointention
of granting the companies the ECCs,
considering their potential impacts
to the environment. :

1 A known antimining advocate,
Lopez said the campaign against il-
legal, irresponsible and destructive:
mining projects will continue under
herwatch, asshevowedto announce

the result of the ongoing mining au
dit by the end of the month.

“OnJanuary31 wewillannounc
the result of the mining audit, an
thefollowing week, wewillannounc
whether those already issued witl
suspension order will remain sus
pendedornot,” shesaid. “AsI'vesaid
the DENR has adopted social justice
as its heart and soul. All project:

* that will cause people to suffer wil
have to stop.”

Lopez said she strongly opposec
land-reclamation projects because
of their adverse impact to coasta
environment.

The DENRhad declared provectec

" areas and watersheds as “off limits’
to destructive development projects
as part of the agency’s mandate tc
protect the environment and con-
serve the country’srich biodiversity,

The DENRis currently reviewing
atotal of 800 ECCs for various devel-
opment projects and had so far can-
celed six ECCs for mining projects,
including a housing project within
the La Mesa watershed.
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DENR cancels ECCs ofscompaf'

THE Department of Envrronment and
"Natural Resources (DENR) has canceled

the environmental compliance cer-
“tificates (ECC) of six projects including
_these of four mining companies, for fail-
- ing to operate withiin their certificates’
" -validity period.

In a press conference on Wednes-
-day, Environment Secretary Regina Paz
.L. Lopez noted that the validity of the
ECCs for these projects have expired, in
‘accordance with existing Iaws in which
a project’s ECC is deemed expired

" -five years after the project’s failure to

launch.

These projects \mth exp|red ECCs
are Intex Resources Philippines, Inc.,
whose $2.5- blllron nickel project in
.Occidental Mindoro is Scheduled for

" “operations next year; Mejore Wood

Works, inc.’s project in.Surigao del
Sur; Forum Cebu Coal Corp.'s coal
mining project in Cebii; CEKAS
-Devalopment Corp S mmmg projects
'in Misamis Oriéntal covermg iron,
“copper, and othér mrnerals, and

“Eagelerock Mmlng.Co:rp S gpld mining

-

and processrng project i in Zamboanga

' del Sur. SL

o * Alltech Contractors, Inc.’s Coastal Bay
" Land Reclamation Project Land in lPara-

- faque City also had its ECC canceled

* Ms: Liopez said this project may ini erfere
. with her agency's plan or massive
) mangrove planting. |
. " Speaking with reporters ont e
 sidelines of the press conferencef.-
-‘Undersecretary for Legal Maria Paz
G.-Luna explained that sending o ut.
issuance letters th companies on(the’
 cancelation of therr ECCs serves to re-
mmd them of the need-fo reassess the

.environmental impact of those p orects )

"to thieir cancerned communities. {*
“The-reason the ECC lapses is he—

causé it becomes a diffrent envr on- r

_ment_ ‘so'we set the five-year Iaps_e

 tMs. Luna sald, adding: — Janina €xLim *
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{"partment *f- Environ-
\'ment and Watural 'Re-
! spurces (DE R). “ang
“dnim na-Environtiental
;-Compliange®™ Cer
hana- inisyu™

g_ompanya.‘ T
oo Sinabi ni DENR Sec-

. Tetary Gina Lopez nia Thay
, basehan ang kanilangak-,

' siyon dahilgmatagaliang
. walang operasyon ang na-
, turang mga kompanya,
" Ang igjaul]lm n§ k
.panya ay: anabibilangan
'ng TPVMA-MbR Feon
Works, Inc. na™fidsa: Su-
rigao del: Sur; Mindbro

Nicke! Pigjéct ‘g Thitex

Resources =" Philippines
saMindoro; Cebu Coal
»Mining Project ng:Forim
Cebu Coal: Corporatin sa
Cebu; Iron, Coppet-and
“other Minerals Mining
: Project nQCeka,_s;]?gyt.
Corporation sa Misainis
Oriental, Gold  Min

ertificate |

;{_kﬁm- :

Eag[etf‘dck M"in'ing Corpo-

ration. sa Zamboanga :del
Sur; at Parafiaque- Las |
Pifias @b&s | BayIPTOjecty
and Erj&%]{ggl‘ﬁ'mﬁﬁqqm
area 1 AIEH Con"f'r"-a}i:’%*fj1

tors. W%E £ L
oy g7 GDENRY
Underseeretary® forki¥egal

Mearia fPag? . | ; ‘E‘g*
lukuhaide bﬁgg%hgcg
ang "mPR Nabanspit na §
mga kompanya ay kaila- -
ngang magsumite. sila ng ;
panibagong dokumento na
haaayon sa bagong kaimg- .
san ng kalihim.na-dapat -
masunod ang -mga kop- |
disyon bago':silasmaisyu: -
han ng EC_G:T&:\

X

Samantalz,” ahp" ]
nakabimbing. * désisyon .
sa- pag-audit. sa-BEC ay:4
inaasahdng ilalabis: bago. :
matapos;?¥ ang:. ' buwang %
kasalukuyan, B

Umgabot ,\n,é.-,.ksg 12”
ECC nd ‘ang Kinahgela ng 5
DENR.. v o
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! ing their effluent into the drain

DENR

toclose

illegal
landfills
By Anna Leah E. Gonzales

. . |
DUMPSITES near water res-
ervoirs will be closed within
this quarter,.the Departmient of
Environment and Natural Re-,
sources said Wednesday, - - .
“We are signing an order that
there will no longer be dump
sites near bodies of water, it’s

putting the. lives of people -

there at risk,” said Environ-
ment Secretary Regina Lopez.
Lopez said the department
would give local government
units time to find an alternative
area for a sanitary landfill.
Environment Undersecre-
tary Art Valdez said only 5
percent of LGUs followed the
solid waste law. o '
“The Ombudsman is'teally
busy filing cases against the lo-
cal governments. Open dump-
site is illegal so the Ombuds-
man is doing it,” Valdez said.
He said the government
would give a 30- to '60-day
deadline to look for an alterna-
tive.area for sanitary landfill.

“In - Boracay for instance, I.

already gave them a warning.

Hotel operators there .were -,

given show cause orders to
explain why they are discharg-

system,” Valdez said. “Now
they are really compliant and

putting up their own sewage

treatment facilities because if
they do not do that, we will
close the hotel. We are looking

at Boracay, Iloilo, Kalibo and-

‘the Payatas dumpsite here in
*Quezon City.” : _
“We will give them 30 to 60
days or ‘we close it down. For
Pavatas, I think it will take 30
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DENRS3 receives US ald
to protect CL forests

By RIC SAPNU

SAN FERNANDO Pam-
panga~The Regional Depart-
ment of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR3)
here recently received more
than half a million pesos
worth of desktop compuit-
ers and laptops to further
boost forest, protection and
biodiversity conservation
in Central Luzon under the
Lawin Forest and Biodiver-
sity Protection System.

The donation came from
the United States- Agency for
International Development
(USAID) and its Biodiver-
sity and Watersheds Im-
proved for Stronger Econo-
my and Ecosystem Resilience

,(B+WISER) Program.

Francisco Milla Jr,, DENR3
regional director, said the
computers are equipped with
upgraded forest and biodi-
versity protection, which is
the SMART Connect software
that will be iised in the Lawin
system in the region.

“This upgraded system

will synchronize the data

gathered from the field by
forest protection officers,
including threats, forest con-
ditions and indicator species,
and will be transmitted on
the web ¢6r internet server
and will be accessible to all

levels of forest law enforce-

ment agents (i.e. national, re-
gional, PENRC and CENRO)
to ensure that DENR can re-
spond-quickly to field reports
of threat,” Milla said.

He said the system can

| collect datafrom the field and

share this in real time, It can
also manage-and respond to
real timétalerts and centrally

* maragéSNART deploymenit
" at multiplésites, as well as

integrate SMART with other

Cagayan de Oro region.
" “We are now moving to the

. next level. Our forest rangers

and data managers are al-
ready trained in the Lawin
Forest and Biodiversity Pro-
tection System. And at this
stage, we are now providing
them advance technology-as
their weapon to better protect
and safeguard our forest and
biodiversity,” he said.

. Last year more than 200
forest officers from DENR3
underwent skills enhance-
rhent training on forest pro-
tection through.the applica-
tion of Lawin. .

This is in addition to the
2,000 forest rangers trained
last year covering 18 regions
in the country, which resulted
in the patrolling of more thian
6,500 kilometers of forest ar-
eas in 170 conservation sites.

.Lawin, named after the
Philippine hawk eagle, com-
bines science-based plan-
ning, low-cost, collaborative,
user-friendly technology and
indigenous knowledge to
protect forest and wildlife, It

" uses real-time and measur-
_able data that allow envi-

ronmental law enforcement
agencies to act quickly.

:SMART Connect for
LAWIN system is being su-
pervised by the B+WISER
and FMB with support from
USAID.

DENR records show that
Ceritral Luzon has 942,387
hectares of forestland,:of
which 589,489 hectares (62
percent) are thickly covered

with forests.

- Some 1mportant plants
and animal. spemes that can

“Be folifid ‘in"these forests

includethe smallést of the
giant flower Raflesia consue-
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DENR—Central Luzon rece1lves'

‘computers to help in forest,
blOleGI‘Slty conservation Works

. . SANFERNANDO CITY, Pampanga
—The Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) recently
received more than #500,000 worth
of computers to help boost forest and
biodiversity conservation in Central
Luzon - -

The hew equlpment came‘ ﬁ'om the
United States Agency ‘for International

Development and the Biodiversity and

Watersheds Improved for Stronger
Ecotiomy and Ecosystem Resilience
Program; The said computers are
. equipped with an upgraded forest and
biodiversity protection system, called
the SMART Connect software, that can
be used inthe rollout of the LAWIN For-
estand B10d1ver51ty Protectlon System
in the regx‘on B
. “This upgraded system wﬂl syn-
chronize the data gathered from the
field by forest protection officers - in-
- cluding threats, forest conditions and
indicator species - and will be transmit-
ted via the web and will be accessible
to all levéls of forest law enforcement
" agents to ensure that we can respond
quickly to field reports of threat,” DENR
Regional Director Franelsco Milla Jr.
said in a statement. -
" The system can also collect data

'from the field and share this in real
time. n
Forest Management Bur reau Direc-
tor Ricardo Calderon displosed that
Central Luzon and Northern Mind-
anao were chosen as pllct areas for
the project. -
“We are now moving to the next
-level Ourforestx;angers ddataman—
'agersarealready trained i the LAWIN
forest : -and- b10d1vers1ty b rotectlon
lsyste m; Arid'at this stage, Er: are now

prev_l mg them advance [fechnology
as thelr weapon to better protect and
safeguard our forest and bzodwersnty,"
eron said. .
- Liast'year, about 200 forest officers
-from -DENR Region 3 underwent
skill enhancement training on forest
protection through the ap“hcatlon of
LAWIN.

' Named after the Phili pme eagle '
LAWIN combines scnehce based

planning, low-cost, col aboratlve,
‘user-friendly technologyl| and mdlg-
enous knowledge to protect forest
and wildlife. It uses real:time: and
measurable data that alIcNur ‘environ-
mental law enforcement %gencxes to
act quickly.

' DENR'records show that Central
Luzon has 942,387 hectares ‘of forest-
land, with 62% forest ccwerI ’
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‘Bamboo, mangrove

;plantauons seen to enhance

. 'TACLOBAN
CITY - The De-
partment of
Envxronment
. and Natural
Resources
(DENR) under
the leadershlp
of Secretary
Regina Paz L.
Lopez is un-
dertaking the
“massive plant-
ing of bamboo
¢ and mangrove
all over the ‘
country, especially in the super-typhoon
Yolanda-hit areas,” said DENR-8 Re-
gional Director Leonardo Sibbaluca.
. The department is-allocating a
 bigger budget for the flagship project
and a multimillion-peso fund allocation

have been set aside to put up massive
bamboo and mangrove Plantahons in
Region 3. “She instructed us to con-
* duct massive planting of mangroves. In
-fact, she is giving more funds for these
purposes and that we have to establish
more bamboo and mangrove planta-
tions in Eastern Visayas.”

Sibbaluca said for Eastem Visayas,
about P600 million is allotted for the
massive planting of bariboo and man-
grove with P200 million allotted for
Leyte; P200 million for Western Samar;
£100 million for Eastern Samar; and
anoiher 100 million for Northern
Samar. o

'Eastern Visayas 1s smted for man-

GIANT BAMBOO/Photo by Restituto Cayublt / Manlla Bulletin
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grove and bamboo planting, said the

.DENR official, adding that soil and
! . environmental condmons cn'e favorable
‘_ for growing these plants.
' The director explainedit that the pri-
i mary objective of the mang rove planta-
 tion establlshments is to stret
, cqastal cohimunities agains
; sea water. i A
: . -Meanwhile, barnboo is

' sioni control, especially i in :teep slopes

-or landslide prone areas|): He added
' that bamboo strengthens riverbanks.

“There are many rivers|in Eastern
| Visayas where bamboo plantations will
i. be established to strengthen the river-
bariks and protect these ﬁ]om poss1b1e

. erosion,” Sibbaluca said.

The leaves of bamboo are also’
“known to absorb more th 100 times
' than that of the ordinary ttee. Bamboo
?alsohasmanyeconormcuses ~as build-

ing material, furniture, fencing, food,
. and has export pobentlals l ‘
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KILALA si DENR Sec. Gina Lopez, bilang en-
vironimentalist. Ibig sabihin, mahal niya ang

. kalikasan at kalaban niya ang-mga sumisira

- nito. L ’ .

Kalaban ni Lopez ang mga sumisira sa

" kallkasan dahil sa masamang dulot ng pagsira
sa Inang Kalikasan. Batid naman natin kapag

© kalikasan ang winasak maraming fa#apekto-

- han at ang magdurusa ay mamamayan. Ma-

raming magkakasakit at mamamatay dahil sa

. polusyon atibapa, - | )

Malaki ang responsibilidad ng DENR kung
ang pag-uusapan ay patungkol.sa kalikasan —
Isa sa pangunahing trabaho ng ahensiya ay ilig-
tas ang kalikasan para sa mamamayan.

;) Nandiyan iyong kinakailangan bantayan
nila ang lahat — hindi lang ang kabundukan
kundi lahat ng kapaligiran para malaman kung
ligtas ang bawat indibiduwal.. - . -

- Hindi lamang pagkalbo sa kabundukan,
hindi lamang pagmimina at iba pang klaseng
pagwasak sa kalikasan ang binabantayan kun-
di maging ang hangin na araw-araw nating nita-

" langhap. lyon bang titiyakin ng DENR na hindi

polluted ang hangin. i
Iniupo.ni'Pangulong Digong Duterte sa
BENR si Lopez sa tiwalang matutugunan ni
Lopez ang lahat na nais ng pangulo para sa
mamamayan. Oo naman kaya hi Madame iyan.
Hindi naman binigo ni Lopez arig Pangulo.
Suportado nga ng Kalihim ang Panguio hindi
lamang sa maayos na pangangalaga sa ka-
likasan kundi maging sa kampanya laban sa

- korupsiyon. ‘ ’
Perc sa kabila ng lahat; si Lopez ay kina-
. suhan naman sa Ombudsman. Hal Bakit?
Ayon sa ulat, ugat ng pagsasampa laban kay
' Lopez ang maanomalyang pagbili ng EMB-

: Differential Optic Absorption|
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pollution eytipment
Ny DENR palpak -~
~ -hyabatalaga? -
DENR Air Monitoring Section ngd gquipment na

Spectrosgopy
S ay isang air

DOAS) noong 2010. Ang DO
quality monitoring. t

Teka, ang pagbili ay nangyla‘ri noong Hna-
karaang administrasyon, PNoy administration.
So, anong kinalaman ni Lopez/:bakit nadawit
ang kalihim samantala malinaw ha wala sivang
kinalaman sa pagbili? - ik

_Nitong 10 Enero 2017, kinasuhan sa Om-
budsman si Lopez at 3 pang D NR official, ng
grupong United Filipino Consumérs and Com-
muters (UFCC) at Airboard Compaiy.

LOWER HALF

s

'

‘Isinama sa kaso si Lopez dahil hindi u;nanb .

umaksiyon sa ilang reklamo na idinulog sa kan-
yang tanggapan sa umano'y overpriced at de-
pektibong pagbili ng DENR sa Air.Quality Mon-
itaring .na. lubhang mapanganib|sa kalusugan
ng mga tao., ] K .
Hayun, malinaw nawala ngang kinalaman
sa sinasabing maan'omalyang'plagbili si Lopez
—meaning clear ang ale. Oo nardan dahil noon
nakaraang .admin nangyari ang bilihan. La-

‘mang, kaya siya kinasithan sa alegasyong wala

daw siyang ginagawang hakbangin hinggil dito.
Wala nga ba kayong ginawangﬁpakbang Ma-

dame Lopez? Meron naman siguro, di po ba,

ma'am? . - :

Sa mga ulat naman, itinanggj ni Lopez ang
alegasyon, - : o

Pero Sec. Lopez, mabigat ang akusasyon
na walang kuwenta ang nabiliriglequipment:

Kung magkagayonman, mayroon na, ba
kayong hinuong independent’ body na mag-
iimbestiga sa alegasyon para nanagot ang
nasa likod nito? Kung mayroon, ano na po ang
nangyari? Nagtatanong lang po para mailatha-
la din patin. Totoo ba ang sihasabing hindi raw
nakapagbibigay ng tamang repdit para sa air
pollution. ang equipment? .. |

Samantala, nagpahayag'si UFCC p_residé;jt

hékataidang pagbili ng kaparehong kasangka- ‘

' new DENR secre-
“tary to order an im-

ni Lopez makaraan na siya ay sampahan ng
kaso ng grupo sa Ombudsman. - ,
“May I'point out o the honorable DENR

_secretary that the evidence you are supposed
“to be looking for just come out from your own

mouth. In your own words and admission you

.said that these DENR machines are overpriced,

inaccurate and not regularly being calibrated.

DENR'’s job is to make sure that thesé ma-’

chines are calibrated regularly so that it will work
properly and deliver accurate data on air pollu-
tion. Is this not a valid reason for you as the

mediate and inde-
pendent investiga-
tion on our formal
complaint to pro-
tect the interest of
our people?” pag-
tatanong ni Javel-
lana, - )
Sabi ni Javel-

pan at muling gagamitin ang katulad na Tgnns
of Reference (TOR) na ginamit noong bilhinang
kuwestiyonableng Air Monitoring Pc1

chines: . oL o

Kaya, naniniwala ako Madame;Se_cre_tary
na dapat ninyong bantayan upang. hindi na
maulit ang sinasabing maanomalyang pagbili.

llution Ma-

noong nakaraang administrasyon.|(Kung to-

too ang.akusasyon ha maanomalya ang pag- -

bili). Buked dito, sa pagbabantay po ninyo ay
hindi magiging palpak ang mabibi
ment. - oot '

ing equip-



" LUMAHOK ang-fiiga ma-

hilig. sa photography na

" paninirahan sa Metro Ma-
‘nlla sa°photo contest ng

Natlonal Water Resources
Board (NWRB) na may te-

" mang "Women and Water"

o pagpapakita ng mahala-

. gang papel ng kababaihan

na may kaugnayan sa tu-

. hig noong ika-1 ng Okiub-

re 2016 hanggang ika-10
ng Nobyembre 2016.
Ang pagpili samga photo

¢ eniry ay lbinabase ayon sa

- 25%yisualimpactal 20%total

sumusunod na pamantayan
- 30% Innovativeness, 25%
creativity and uniqueness,

appedl.. =

' Mahalaga ang papel ng
kababainan pagdating sa sus-
tenableng paggamit at pama-

' - mahiala ng water resources..

~ nan kabllang sa mga isina

Bilang namamahala sa laha-

-'c y
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HUWEBES

ANG INYONG

. LINGKOD]

. L ; /aisang kapur-puring kata-
DR:HILDAC.ONG
. MAHALAGANG TUNGI
. NGKABABAIMANATTAMANG
o .PAGGAMITNGTUBIG - =

_ kasamaang kanyarigina, ha-
barig binubuhgs ng Ina ang:
Aublg 5a-maliit na aquarium

saayosat sinisiguro ng isang
ina sa kanyang tahanan ang’
pagkakarcon ng malinis na
tubigna magagamitbilang intt-

min, pangluto, pampaligo, at
_ panglaba. Mas alamngisang

bhabae ang iba'tibang paraan,
.upang maka-pagtipid ng tu-
big
nito. .

. Makikita sa unang lara:
wan anasana batana babae

at ang tamang paggamit «

bl

UPPER-HALF

[

ng kanyang anakna may la-
mang-alagang isda at ma-
sayang-masaya ang bata.
Ipinapakita salarawannaang
tubig ay hindi lamarg nag-
bibigay ng buhay kundi pat
na rin kaligayahan. . .

Ang photo entry ni Arturo

B. De Vera na may pamagat |
. "Soul of Life" angmapaladna. i . -

nagwagi. ng 1st Prize, pi-
nagkalocban ng NWRB ng
Sampung Libong piso
{(Php10,000). - . o
. _Sa pangalawang lara-

wan, -isang makabagong {
paraan ng isang babae sa |
paghuhugas ng kanilang mga |

damit."Ang pinakamahusay
ha papel rig bawat ina ang

| paggawa nganoman paraan |

--ng pagsuporta'sa kanilang|. "
pamilya sa kanilang buhay. | .-
. :Ang photo entry ni Ber-| ..

. nard.Pasatiempo Recirdo i},
na may pamaga na "Hard
Working Mother ang nag-| .
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nng NWRB__ ng piteng

+ iborigpiso (Php.7,000)

a pangatiing larawan,
ang kagafingan sa maraming
bagay ng mga kababaihan,
anoman ang edad, ay tunay

‘ngian ng babae.

L', Ginagawa ng matandang .
‘babae dng "pamimingwit" bi- .
Mang bahagi ng kanyang ka-
raniwang gawain sa bahay
at hindi iniintindi ang init ng
|--araw, nakadamit na may ma-
~hahabang manggas na ka-
- misadentro, ipinares sa mga
* |lokalna'Salakot' karaniwang
~kasuotan ng lalaki.

.. Angbabaeng nasa lara-
‘wan ay isang ghemplo ng
kakayahang ng kasarian ng
" babae kahil sa anomang sit-
wasyon, kakayanin ang pag-
* gawa ng mga ito, lunay na
.. kahanga-hanga at walang
- glilangan.

- Angphoto entry i Emma
' A.Foronda na may pamagal
*nd "Pamimingwil’ ang nag-
“.wagl ng 3rd Prize, pinagka-
. fpoban ng NWRB ng-limang
".. libong piso (Fhp 5,000).

-| Tangkilikin ang. progra-
*| mang "HEALTH & Tra-
" |vel--@ . SERBISYO
- pUBLIKO, sa DWBL}
4242 kHz (8:00-9:00
a.m.) Monday to Friday
at DWSS 1484 kHz
(9:00 =10:00 a.m.}, Sa-
‘| turday & Sunday. Ma-
babasa ang kanyang
mgaarticle saDr.Hilda |

wagi ng.2nd Prize, pinagka-.

Ong FB Fan Page.
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Inirereklamo ng mga residenteat.umani rin ng batikos sa
social media ang walang pakundangang pagsusunog ng nakasu-
sulasok na tambak na basura mula s3 Camarines Norte Provincial
Hospital. Nakatakdang idulog ang kanilang reklamo sa tanggapan
ng DENR-EMB Bicol upang matigil naang pagsusunog ng hospi-
tal waste sa lugar na nakasisira sa kalusugan ng mamamayan lalo
| na ang mga bata sa Camarines Norte at sa sinasabing paglabag sa’
Repubhc Act 9003 Ulat at kuha ni Franczs Elevado .
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| ;Phlhppmeeagle rescued in %arangam

conversmn, kaingin (slash-and-burn),
wxldhfe untmg, illegal loggmg, and

a Ajuvenile Philippine eagle found in-

the forested upland village of Batian in
aMaltum Sarangani was recently res-
,,vcued by the municipal government.
,‘=- The eagle, which was found to have

an embedded pellet ints left groin, was
-taken to the Community Environment
i and Natural Resources Office of the
i DENR in Kiamba for assessment. It
| was subsequentlybrought to the Philip-
* pine Eagle Center (PEC) in Davao City

 for rehabilitation.
‘s Batian is within the 114,144-hectare
'| Mt. Busa Park, a priority conservatlon
‘ and protection biodiversity study area,
. ' and one of Sarangam 5 remammg
: forests.
! Declared as akey bmdwersmy area
* and an important bird area in 2001, Mt.
| ' Busa harbors critically endangered,
i threatened vulnerable, and rare bird
, species.

I Maitum Mayor Alexander Bryan

| Reganit said the rescue of the eagle
| attests to the town’s good forest cover

which mustbe preserved and protecl:ed
" as legacy to the future generatlons
The Enwronmental Conservatlon

and Proteéc-
tion Center
(ECPC) of
the Sarangani
provincial gov-
ernment has
reportedsight-
ings of tarsier,
wild deer, wild
boars, mon-
keys, hats,
civets, and en-
dangered bird
species in the
reservation.

".. Straddling
the towns: of

Maitum, Ki- .

amba -and
Maasim, Mt.
Busaisihreat-

ened by land

r
I i———

Rescuad juvenlle eagle In Maltum, Slrantlnl / Cradit: l..oeal govcm
ment of Saranganl / Manlia Bulletin:

——

TOWER HALT

"\%Hu i

A Pt St

-

————



i

.

STRATEGIC C (HWMUNI("'ATION AND IN‘&H’\TEVE“H SED

P )

Home of Phlllppme eagle celebmtes harvest

NUEVA E(IJR Envrronmental group.
Haribon Foundation will join the Gulayan
Festivalin Gabaldon, Nuéva Eclja— home -
of the Mt. Mingan protected sanctuary -
for the first time to bring to attention the
importance of protecting the critically en-

dangered Philippine Eagle and helpingto

enstre a healthy biodiversity in Gabaldon
and its vast fertile sail. ‘
© The Municipality of Gabaldonis .
celebrating the town's sustained hountiful
produce in its 6th annual harvest fest

* dubbed the Guiayan Festivat from January -

2110 25. ‘
- Started In 2012, the good harvest '
festwal exhibits the rich cultural tradr-
tions and natural resources of Gabaldon,
Locals showcasé the native produge of
the town thiough colorful parade floats

creatively decorated with vegetablessuch
as eggplarits, tomatoes and onions, as well -

‘as fruilts and handcrafted omaments.
'In previous years, some local and
forergn tourists flocked the venue as street
dancing parties, talent showcase, trade
exhibits and band parades werz held. ' "
Gabaldon Is an agricultural town with
-morethan 56 percent of its total land area
devoted to farming purposes. Nueva Ecija
is the largest province and the biggest rice
- producer in Céntral Luzon:
* The festivities are a celebration of
- thanksgiving and prayers for a bounti-
~ful harvest in honor of the feast of Saint
- Paul the Apostle. Communities, students,
local leaders, churches, government and

* non-government agencies partakeinthe - -

 fun-filled celebration. .
Besides the showcase of native crops,
sOfme participants also bring awareness
advbcadies related to the environrient and °
. 8co fnendly agricultural practices.

Gab E and a good
harvest s,

In 2014, Mount Mingan was declared
a protected sanctuary after Haribon

 researchers confirmed In an expedition the -
~ discovery of an adult pair and 2juvenile

Philippine Eagle — the latter fondly named
by the commumty as Gab-E (Gabaldon
Eagle). -

Birds provide an exciting window on

nature. BirdLife International explains that
 because birds like the Philippine Eagle

are inctedibly sensitive to environmental
changes and most are relatively edsyto
mionitor, they ¢an help Identrfya biodiver-
sity crisis or how well a forest ecosystem

) Gab E makes an appearance during:
o A

th?2016 Gabaldon Gulayan| Festrval

PHOTO BY MUN!CIPAL!TY OF
RGA ;

isdoing. .. 1:]1
' Brodwersrtyisessentlaitohealthyecosys-

tems that ensure food security and sustain {‘: ‘

" ourlivelihood, Farming provrdesthefood we'

dependupon on a darly basis. Simply put, | i,
dataabaut bntls can help in thie deve[opm =nt
of eco-fnendly fan'ning practices. -, . '
The protection ofthe Mingan Moun-1. ..
tains where the Haring Ibon {King oft
Birds) dwells continues strong through t
support of the munlcipahtres of Gahald:
Dingalan, and San Luis: '
Unfortunately, the degradation of
naturd! habitats tha threaten endange ed
spedies such as Gab- Epersrsts in many -
otherreglons o ;
Haribor's Phillppine Eag[e Project
is funded bythe German Agency for

B

e

e a.—
5

i

}RRE LT

l‘.

Internatlonal Cooperatron (G12) under the
Protected Area Management Enhancement
{PAME) and Zoological Society of London
{Z5L) — EDGE program, in partnership
withthe Department of Environment and
Natural Resources {DEN R), the municipality -
of Gahaldon and the National Commission
.on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP).

The participation of Gab-Einthe
Gulayan Festalso hopes to drumbeat
Haribon's bigger awareness campaign on -

. the Philippine Eagle in June.

The Gulayan Festival is made possible
by local governments, the Department of -
Eduication, barangays, churches, the police
and other supporting organrzations ,
KITTY AMANTE/ HARlBON' :

‘ FOUNDATION
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| 11 vehlcles crushed by Iandsllde

CEBU CITJ = Eleven vehlcles,
" incliding nine ubllcuhlity]eepneys,
were burrlefl in- mud and soil
after heavy. dgwnpour triggered &

- landslide in Sitio Garahe, Barangay
Busay, this.city yesterday dawn.
.- Cebu City Disaster:Risk Reduction
o Management Ofﬁce Chief Nagiel
" Bafiacia said the-debris covered the
11 ‘vehicles parked along the road |
followmg the fandslide.
No one was feported injured after
. cold weather forced all of those who
“typically sleepiinside the jeeps to
proceed hom before the incident !
occurred 3
Meanwhll ’, tHe. Mines and
- Geosciences Bureau (MGB) |
( reiterated its caIItoIocaI government
checks on the damage caused by a Iandshde in Cebui Y. 1+ Units.throug ¢f:hezlr disaster and
' Carlo de Vela) S . ] { risk reduction|:téam to implement
- = - - Y preemptlve _vacuatmn as the
' " weather bure uforecasts more rain -
 this week. | '
“The effe s of Iandsllde and -
flooding on people and structures
can be minimi ed bytotalavmdance
of Iandsllde 'anhd flood, hazard
areas or by impoasing conditions in
areas that were already identified
as landslide- rone," said MGB-7
. : Regional .D rector Loreto B.

- Alburg:
\\ " MGB-7 hasi enhﬁed 41 barangays
. In Cebu City’ iat are susceptible to

flooding and 63 barangays, mostly
- hinterfand villages that are vulnerable !

 to fandstide. I1 balangay Sirao, 13 .
sites- are |dert|ﬁed as 'susceptible
o ra'in_-induce:l’ landslide: including
portion in-Ka nandagan Kambyo-
05, Langub Proper, and Tawagan 1.
(Mlke u. Cnsmundo)
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‘ ByMarIon Ramos

@MRamosINQ -

o~ ;
Contmued tree- cuttmg in the
hinterlands :of Northemn Min-
danao - region has. led to. the

. massive flooding .that . sub- °
: merged Cagayan de Oro City,

‘and nearby areas on Monday,

. Agticulture Secretary Emma-.

nuel Pifiol said yesterday. -, .

_"l,am alarmed actually at
. the recurrent flooding in. that

area. When flash fioods: hit: a

‘ " certain, area, there’s only one

)
[y

t

reason:for that. It means there
are no trees in the mountaing
to hold: the rainwater,” Pifiol

* said’ in.a news: -conference in’.

: Malacafiang.. . .
. "We- are looking at defor--

: estatlon and the unabated cut-
_ ting of trees in the'mountains’

of Lanao del Norte, Misamis
Qccidental and Misamis Oriep-
, tal [provmces] as the possible

cause of these flash, ﬂoods.

. hesaid..

“So we are [lookmg] at the'

situation not only in the con-

text: o;grawdmgmmemat%%e& by Monday
tenvenuon’ but;:algo- long-tenmw Sz

olutmn "hesaid.- . ¢

1 Pifol said drones would be
deployed to, make an “aerial’
survey of  the’ mountains
around: Northern' Mindanao
and locate areas prone, to flood-

. ingand landslides. ", '

.+, About 3,000 families in the

" region évacuated as ﬂood,wate_r
‘rose on Monday, reports;from

local disaster response agen-

ties showed. Most of them

" returned home -on 'Tuesday

mormng .
“ Pinol - formed a techmcal

vrmmalelan - r————— o LY, LT

. région and some parts of the

L]

i

5% 3

As water subs d

Visayas, whlch left at least 11
people dead, ' .

He assured the public that
agricultural losses were mini-

mal and would not- disrupt’

food supply and. prices of
agncultural products in the
region, 0

Asof Wednesday, Pmol said

149.5 hectares ‘of - corn were

damaged in Bukidnon province

~ while in Misamis:Qceidental, at
‘least 870 ha of /land planted

. wirith mnrn wiea and sramcatahlac

- rainfall that caused flash flooEs

‘ rence of hi

Cagayan de Oro City (CDO) as
among t:he badly hit.areasin’ 1'
Northetn Mindanao after Tro T
cal Storm *Sendong” (interna |on-
al name:Washi) broughtintensa®

and |andslidesin Dacember 2011;
. The overnight intense rains in’
the upstream parts of the CD
rlver, combigeéd, with the occur-
‘tide and steep to- o

L\Aﬂunnlﬂu—t ~f thamatshmant vas,

' The24-hour ramfall in the c:lty

"collected 180.9 millimeters to ex=+ :

i

ceed its monthly average rglnfa_ll !
by 60 percent, data from'state 7 |
. weather bureau Pagasa showed.'

. Of1,268 reported dead fri sev~
en regions, 674 came from CDO,:-"
About 230,000 people were af- ]
fected and 20,000 houses were '

. damaged in the city, according to |

the National Disaster Risk Reduc::

- #inn and Mananamant Canneil |-, |
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RELIEF ASSISTANCE NG DS'WD.EK;‘A%

l‘{.!

- Dasal attulong para samgabinaha.

‘ Nanawdgan si Cagayan
De Oro Archbishop Antonio
Ledesma na ipanalangin at
tulungan ang mga residenteng

naapektuhan ng matinding
baha na dulot ng walang tigil.

na pag-ulan sa nakalipas na
mga araw.

Hiniling ng arsobispo samga
mananampalataya na tulungan

siyang manalangin na hindi na. ~
‘ng kagawaran sa Northern
Mindanao ang 3,200 bag 1g

maulit ang malaking trahedya,
na maitutulad sa panatialasa ng
bagyong ‘Sendong’ sa lungsod
ilang taon na ang nakalipas.

‘Bagamat nababahala ang .

. Arsobispo dahil wala siya sa

Cagayan De Oro City dahil sa .
WACOM 4, ay tiwala ‘siyang
mabilis na tinutulungan ng Social -

Action Center ng Archdiocese

ang mga apektadong residente. ;.-

SAPAT ANG AYUDA
Tiniyak naman ng
Department of Social Welfare

“and Development (DSWD) sa
mga taga-Northern Mindanao na
tatanggap ang mga ito ng relief

assistance mula sa gobyerno. ¢

Sinabi ni Social Welfare

-Secretary Judy Taguiwalo ‘nia

sapat ang nakahandang ayuda
ng DSWD-Region. 10 para sa
mga pangangailangan ng mga
apektadong pamilya.

. Aniya, nasa satellite office ..

bigas na ipamamahagi sa mga

. binaha sa Misamis Occidental,
Camiguin, lligan at Bukidnon. :

Mayroon ding 9,000 family,
food packs (FFPs) at 2,000 dignity
kit para sa mga naapektulian ng

‘baha sa mga munisipalidad
ng Gingoog at Logonglong sa.
j e .. ngayong linggo..
-Dagdag pa ni Taguiwalo, .
_maadring gamitinng DSWD field.
office ang P7-milyon standby

Misamis Oriental. - ...

fund para )bili ng karagdagang

’ emergencyrrelief supplies.

.- LANDSLIDE SA CEBU*
"Samanltala, 11 sasakyan

naman, ka}:ilang ang siyam na

: | pampasaherong jeepney, ang

nalibing sa putik at mga bato

.; sa landslides sa Sitio Garahe,

" Barangay Busay sa Cebu City,
kahapon ng madaling araw. -

., ‘Wala rjamang nasaktan sa

' pagguho ng lupa, ayon kay Cebu

' City Disaster Risk Reduction and

Managemeént Office Chief Nagiel

Bafiacia. |.. ~ ! i

1. Kasabay nito, nanawaganang

Mines and Geosciences Bureau

. (MGB)-Region 7 5a miga lokal na

pamahalagn na na magpatupad

- ng preemptive evacuation dahil

" patuloynayulaninang lalawigan

.-, May Anh Santiago,
. ' ; Aytch dela Cruz
at Mars _Mosqueda, Jr.
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Matmdlng baha

GRABENG baha ang naranasan sa Cagayan de
Oro City at maraming lugar sa Northern Minda- .
nao noong Lunes. 'Low pressure area (LPA)ang da- | |
hilan nang grabeng pagbaha. Nasorpresa ang mga
residente sapagkat sa isang iglap ay tumaas ang |
’ tubig at marami ang na-stranded, Ang mga estud- |+ |
yante ay inabutan ng baha sa kani-kanilang school | .
kaya hindi nakauwi. Ang mga namamasyal sa mall !
ay hindi makalabas sapagkat hanggang dibdib ang | I
tubig. Maraming sasakyan sa parking areangmall | °
ang nalubog sa baha at ang ilan ay nagpalutang-
lutang. Huling naranasan ang matinding pagbaha
sa Cagayan de Oro noong 2011 nang manalasa ang :
Bagyong Sendong. Pero sabi.ng ilan, mas matindi i
ang baha ngayon na kanilang naranasan sapagkat
wala namang bagyo pero napakabilis tumaas ng :
tubig. Saisang iglap ay naging “water world” ang | | !
CDO at.iba pang bayan sa Northern Mindanao. Sa | f
pinakahuling report, anim na ang namatay dahil sa
landslides na-dinulot nang pagbaha. -

Dalawa ang itinuturong dahilan kaya nagkaroon
‘nang matinging baha sa CDO at marami pang lugar
sa Northern Mindanao. Una ay barado ang mga
dralnage at'ikalawa ay ang grabeng lllegal logging | . -
na nangyayari sa lugar. Hindi'umano maayos ang | .
‘| pagkakagawa: ‘ng mga drainage sa CDO at nabara- ;
‘han ang -mga ito ng semento na.galing naman sa |- |
mga construction projects.:Natuyo umano ang | -
| semento sa drainage kasama-ng Iba pang non-bio- |-
degradable materials kaya walang madaanan ang /

|
|

tublg-baha

-‘Marami naman ang naniniwala na dahil sa ille-
gal logging kaya nagkaroon nang matinding baha.
Kalbe na ang mga gubat sa CDO at iba pang bayan :
sa Northern Mindanao kaya wala nang:pumipigilsa | . '
tubig. Dahil sa walang tigil na pag-ulan, ang tubig |
mula sa bundok ay rumagasa sa kapatagan nana- | ..
ging dahllan nang pagkawasak ng mga bahay jalo |-
na ang mga.nasa.gilid ng mga.ilog:at sapa. N

Madali namang paniwalaan na ang dalawang -
problemang nabanggit ang parehong dahilan. Pero
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COMPARATIVELY
C L EA N The Philippines

is among the lowest generators
of electronic waste, or “e-waste,”
in Southeast Asia, despite

facing challenges in enforcing
environmental laws, a new report
from UN Unijversity said. PHOTO
BY GREENPEACE

Y EUING: China i

s suspending,

B
o= — e
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HE creatron of “e- waste,
from computers, cell phones and -
other electrical components in.

.or waste

Southeast Asia increased by, more than

7ha1f in 2010- 2015 but the Philippines -

| remamed among the lowest producers, of

- Nations report said.
The Regrona] E-waste Monrtor'

‘East-and Southeast Asia comprled -

by the UN Umversrty and released

‘last week said that 12 places inf the

regton—Cambodra, China, Hong

I(ong, lndonesra, Japan, Malaysia, .
the Phllrppmes, Singapore; South

KoreaJ Taiwan, Thailand and Viet—

nam—generated 12.3 mllllon met- .

* rictons of e-waste between 2010 ‘and
.2015,a63 percent increase from the

, Previous five year period.

. To put the amount of e- waste
in perspective, the report sald that
" the volume of waste was “2.4 'umes

tronics in East and Southeast
Asia jumped almost two- thrrds

1
]
t
{betWeen 2010 and 2015, and e

that of the Great Pyramid of Giza.”
The volume of discarded efec-

the potentlally hazardous waste a Umted

|_\

waste generanon is growmg fast in
both total volume and per capita,

: measures " the report sald

RhiIippinesl“i,mp'ro'virjgf ‘

The report noted, hotvew;er, 'that on
a per capita basis, the Phrltppmes

was among the lowest producers

of e-waste in Asra, generatmg just
1.35 krlograms per person in 2015,
similar to Vretnam (134 kg per

person} and Cambodra (1. 1 kg_

per person).

. The report attributed the Phllrp-
prnes comparauvely goad perfor-
mance to the enactment of recent
e-waste leglslatron and. “improv-

‘the relative lack of manufactunng

~ which may encourage consumers
0 use'them longer.

' “Ghina, the Philippines, Malay-
sia' and Vietnam all have recent
e-wastelegislation. The four coun-
tries sre therefore in a transitionary
phasg, with a'mix of formal and

ecosystem in terms of collection
and recycling -infrastructure. The -
cou |mes face similar challenges

, info%ual elements in an evolving

. in enforcmg regulations with lim-

ited resources and capacity and -
16w Public awareness regarding -
the lla:ards of improper disposal
of e- ste, the report explamed

Blg polluters

_ The 'N Umversrty researchers

foundthat China alone more than
doubied its generation of e-waste
between 2010 and 2015 to 6.7

- million metric tons, an increase
. of 107 percent.

Th il;aggest producers of e-waste
were Hong Kong, generating 21.7

' kgperperson in 2015, followed by
. Singapore {19 95 kg), and Taiwan
- (19.13 kg).

ing" enforcement efforts, as well as .

The. report stressed that the av-
erage |growth of e-waste ’creatlon
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 Health risks

across Asia'was “outpacing popula-
giongrowth.” " Co
 “Formany countries that already

lack infrastructure for environ-,

mentally sound e-waste manage-
ment, the increasing volumes
are a cause for concern,” report
co-author Ruediger Kuehr said ina
statement. “Increasing the burden
on existing waste‘;lcoxllection and

treatment systems Tesilts in flows:
‘ v ﬁv\d‘l‘ W ¥

towards enviconmentally unsound
recycling'and d'gsposal.” '

Despite national e-waste Tegisla-

. P - ' .

tion in some couitries, the report
E . Y Cert

found that improper and illegal

_e-waste dumping is prevalent in

most countries in the study. -
‘Consumers, dismantlers and

' recyclérs are often guilty of illegal

dumping, particularly of ‘open
dumping, where non- functional

tling and treatment operations
ate released into the envitonment.
Informal recycling, also, called
‘backyard recycling, is a challenge

" for most developing countries in

the tegion, with a large and bur-

 geoning business of conducting

- r

iinlicensed and oftenillegal recy-

dling practices froi the backyard,”

thereportsaid .. 7
The report explained that com-

mon recycling, practices aré not

_ only hazardous for recyclers and

the environment, but are also
inefficient. - ‘

"Mostly, these recyclers recov-
er gold, silver; palladiim and

copper, largely from printed

circuit boards (PCBs) and wires
using hazardous ‘wet chemical
leaching processes common}y

- also known as acid baths: Typi-

cally, informal recyclers use

_solvents such as sulphuric acid
**(for copper) or aqua regia (for
_gold). The leachate solutions

go through separation and pu-
rification processes to concen~
trate the valuable metals and

separate impurities. This often.
‘results in the release of toxic
fumes,” the:report said. - -
. parts and- residues from disman- - thin

|
~ "Open burning and -acid bath’
recycling in' the informal ‘sector
have serious negative;impqu on
processors’ occiipational health,”
study co-author Shunichi Hondé

said. “In the absence of protective

materials such as gloves, glasses,

masks, etc., inhalation of and

exposu é to hazardous chernicals

and’ sybstances directly affect
»~workershealth.”

“Indirect exposure to these haz-

'/ ardous{ substances is also a cause

Cof many health issues, particularly
' for families of informal recyclers
‘who dften live and work in the
same location, as well as for com- -

munie_s‘living'in and around the
atea qf informal recycling sites,”
added. co-author. Deepali Sinha
Khetriwal, Associate Program Of-

ficer gf UN University.
R (I
Proper management
Tk 'lllhl o .
The !I'e'port gave high marks to
Japan); South Korea, and Taiwan -
fore It‘ablishiri‘g e-waste collection
and tecycling systems. '
“Along the most ad\{anced
e¢on|t;ir‘nies and areas in Asia, the
thiee are also characterized by

- higl percapitae—wastegeneration, "

for:}lall'-collection and recycling
ipfr?s';:uctt_l._re and relativelystrong .
enfqrcement,” the report said.. :
' l—?dng Kong and Singapore do -

not|iave specific e-waste legisla-
tion, but rely on collaboration
. with producers to manage e-waste, -
it added.
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_RESTRICTIVE conditions set by

-past agrarian reform laws have.
( prevented farmers from reaping -

i the full benefits of land ownership,
't according to a group of economists.

¢ According to the Institute for. ..
« Development and Econometri¢ -

t Analysis, Inc. (IDEA), ample credit *

remamsbeyond thereach of agrar-
{ ian reform beneficiaries (ARBS)

“The presence of a bank fa-‘l
cllltates spending through credit

' [and in turn] spending. facilitates
. growth in a region, province, or

-town. But this growth may not
be inclusive because there may

: be sectors left behind, especially

1 those who were not able to access -

_credit,” IDEA said.

. . “The banking industry is hin-

- dered by our flawed agricultiiral
and agrarian policies” the group
_ said.

« More than four decades since

-land reform was first imple-

i mented nationwide by the late

President Ferdinarid E. Marcos,

. Sr,, the government has distrib-
uted several million hectares of

. Act while at the same time,
* addressing property rights

TO ENCOURAGE Iem:llng In the |
rural sector, IDEA suggests
amending the Agri-Agra Credit

restrictions on rural land.
m ra i -

piece social-justice program. The
enactment into law of the CARP
came more than a year after the
fatal shooting of 13 farmers holdmg
a protest rally several meters away
from Malacafiang:on Jan. 22, 1987.
The fatal shooting was dubbed the
“Mendiola massacre," whose 30"

. anniversary falls on Sunday

-agricultural land to more than |

. two million farmers.
Follomng Marcos's ouster, his

. successor, Corazon C. Aquino, -

.pushed for the passage of the

Comprehensive Agrarian Reform -
Program (CARP) as her center-
!

“In 2009, President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo successfully
pushed for the extension of CARP,

4 .
which was renamed CARPer, in

line with RA 9700 or the CARP
Extension with Reforms Act. In

2014, the CARPer Law expired .

_after President Benigno 8. C.
Aquino ITI failed to' push for a sec-

- ond extension of his late ;n_lother’s

centerpiece program.
. -Latest data from the Bangko

Sentral ng Pilipinas showed that

’

the Agrl-Agra Refo .
of 2009..

owned by the farmers does n

help entice the banks to lend to,,
1:
for banks to put their depositor ‘ :;7

them and it would be imprude

money at risk,” IDEA said.
Agranan reform programs

three hectares per ARB Land

owners, ‘on the other hand may;;
only retain up to five hectares. ’ .

IDEA cited several reasons

:mcentlve to bank lending:
“Firstly, these can’t be trans- .

B ferred orsold within10 years from:
- award, so banks can’t foreclose . -

on them and transfer their titles

- i’ 7to.them. Secondly, the Landbank

(Land Bank of the Philippines) -

41 has prior lien on these properties

on the basis of the amortizations
that farmer beneficiaries must pay |
Landbank. Thirdly, the markst for .
foreclosed CARP lands is limited ;

. since by law, it can only be sold to
. qualified CARP beneficiaries.”

. * Farmer beneficiaries shall pay. :
for their land in 30 annual amorti- -

zations to Landbank at 6% interést
per annum. Meanwhile, if a CARP -

| beneficiary wants to sell or transfer
* a landholding within the 10-year °
lock-in period, the only eligible
I recipients are the spouse or heirs, :
. another qualified beneficiary, or

_the Statethrough Landbank,
After 10 years, the land may

" 'be sold to the State or to an indi-

vidual qualified under CARP, who |
owns not more than five hectares
of agncu]tural land and must be i’

) -_—;.dlrect cultivator.

“Moreover, the fact that the..

»" majority of CLOAS or Certificat -

of Land Ownership Awards are
still. collective (i.e. not broken f

down 1nt0 mdlwdual parce]s)
prevent farrner benefiéiaries
from accessmg credit on an indi-
vidual bagis,” IDEA said. .

So far, around 4.7 million
hectares of agricultural land has

" the country’s gross d'dmes'ticpi:bél-' -

uctcontractedto 9. 5% from 19; 6%..:
To encourage lendlng in, the -_-‘

" rural sector, IDEA suggests .

amending the Agn-Agra Credit.
Act while at the same time, ad-

nother condition'is that
s should not be required to
‘the foreclosed properties up |
e years, as required by the

1

to.
Agrfj-Agra Law, to make whatever -

bankable assets the farmers have

‘why such an arrangement is a dis- "~
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2016 th'reatens;.ftbbe;

hottest

year of the. century

) ]oscowr (PNAJSpumlk). -
-The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA) datarevealed
that 2016 was the second warmest year

ever in record in the US. Most likely, the

:past365 days will become the warmestin
the last 120 years —at least that is what
the preliminary ewdence suggests.

The impact of 2016 began on Janu-
ary 30 when in the Russian capital,
Moscow, broke temperature records
held since 1989 when temperatures hlt

. +26°C (36.68° )

-Each subsequent month broke the
previous months’ records with July
being the warmest in the history of
meteorological observations.

" Such changing climatic phenom-
enon was seen not just in Moscow but
. throughout the world.

In the fall of 2018, the trend contm-
ued as temperatures were abnormally

MR,

warm around the glob

2016 was the hottest month in Europe '

since 1910.

The contment of Afnca fella httle ‘
short of breaking its prevmus record,
with September, 2016! bemg -a httle "
cooler than it was in 2015 when thef
temperature broke reconds held smce _

1910.

zero degrees, about 20 degrees above
the norm.
The growth of ice cover wlnch

normally continuously increases in au-
© tumn, suddenly slowed from October to

November for the first time:in 40 years
of satellite observatlons B
In November, the 1ce at the North
Pole covered 9,08 million square kilome-
ters — 800,000 square kilometers less
than' the previous low in 2006.
Greenhouse effect warms the planet

+ impor

“scientis a“safe” concentration of CO2
s consu:llered to be 350 ppm. Many ex-

At the North Pole in the end: of De--

cember temperatures hovered dround’ -

In 2015 the global concentration of
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere ex-

"ceeded. 4{)0 parts per million (scientists -

call it ppm — parts per million) for the
first tlmj ever.

The 00 ppm is psychologically an
t mark because according to

perts be 'eve that exceeding this value

Whll C()zlsthemostlmowngreen-
house: as'methane (CH4), nitrous

oxide (N : 0), flucrine-containing gases

and wa ; g vapor also are greenhouse
gases. gethertheycreateatranspar—
ent blanket that wraps the Earth and
preventé solar heat from dlssxpatmg
into spar'e s

The mam 'source of carbon dioxide
gas is fossxl fuels. The combustion

- of coal, 011 and gas releases huge.
: arnounL= of CO2 into the atmosphere.

UPPER WAL ¢

COWER HALY

[ SISO

eratures

- The more greenhouse gases there are
- in the atmosphere, the more the plant
heats up. If the temperature changes
just 1-2 degrees the consequences
could be disastrous. Some catastrophic
changes may include warmer water
in the oceans which melt glaciers and
as a result, increased sea levels would
cause flooding for coastal and low-lymg
areas. ‘

Desertand arid regions willbecome
evenless unuﬂlabltable I-Iowever, other
regions  will also suffer'and according to
. some estlrnates if temperatures rise at
the same rate as now, by 2050 the Earth
will lose some 15% to 37% of its animal
and plant species. - ‘

Global rising temperatures have
occurred for more than half a century.
In 2016, temperatures exceeded 1.5° C

countrles global average tem
were ag‘reed to ‘be kept “w below” 2
°C (35 8°F) and limited to nsmg 15°
C (34.7° F).
However, the document does’ not
stipulate what sanctions ay ait those
who do notabide by the agréements. -

Nevertheless, even if all the coun-

tries which signed the Paris Agreement
dramatically reduce emissions, the
planet will not immediately gool down.
According to the scientists tempera-
tures in the 21st century will continue
to grow regardless.

However, the world is pushmg for
the “global peakmg of greerhouse gas
emissions as soon as possible.” The
agreement has been deser bed as'an
incentive for and the driver of fossil fuel
divestment.
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ISBINA AWAIIE llF SABANGAN“HYBHUPI]WEH PLANT? -

n-a letter to the editor, Envi- *
ronment
Lopez stated
sumed office at the Depart—

_ment of Envu‘onment and Natu-

ral Resources, it has been my
‘position that the pursuit of in-
dustrial development should
not, compromise the envu'on-
ment and,: most importantly,
should not cause_human suffer-
- ing” (“Gina: Order was appro-
. priate,” Opinion, 1/13/17).

' .The .construction of a'hy-
droelectric power plant in Sa-
bangan, Mountam Provmce,

ety
=

Secretary "Gina
“Since 1."as-"

has ‘irrefutably compromised
the environment especially the

_Chico River which runs 187

kilometers, more: or less,
downstream It 1rrefutably ag-

gravated the massive destruc-
tionof government and private

property during typhoons “In-
eng” and “Lawin.” It ‘has ir-
refutably caused human suf-

fering among indigenous peo-

ples and farmers downstream

the -Chico River. Trrefutably, -
the effect of the damage to the
- environment will be felt in the
next 35 years as our expenence

with ‘the past Kalruz Loggmg
Corporation and the Heald"
Lumber Loggmg Corpora]ltron

tells us. ;‘ .

. Mddam Secretary, we have
frled a complaint at the P llu-
tion Adjudication Board ( AB)
which you head. Our comp int
is\already more than one ear
old : bui 'mhas yet to bk acted
Seemmgly, the res on-n

dents to our complaint areg y- 0

bllhons of pesos mandated by
the Clean Water Act The im-~
pact of the ‘unguarded,’ cen-

struction of the Sabanganahy-

droelectnc power pIant is o’

JIong and “devilish” 'to ‘write.

here I hope and | pray that this
1I.etter is more than enough to
. -wake up your office and imme-
« diately act on our complaint,
though it is more than one year
‘oldnow. K f- .

ing. their: best to manipujate: . ; -

the PAB 50 that they willtbe..
made to. pay a fine of less:than..
a mrlllon pesos instead of the.
s L L ;___1

JUNIPERC DOMINGUEZ
Sabangan, Mountain Provmce,
dalasB12571@yahoo com. -

Ll



