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/ Reforestation target surpassed

Ll TRy RESTNUTO/ - BIT ... - %
TACLOBAN CITY he Depart-
ment of Environmen: and Natural
Resources (DENR) regional office in
Eastern Visayas exceeded its reforesta-
tion target.in 2016.

DENR Regional Director Leonardo
Sibbaluca told reporters his office tar-
geted 15,687 hectares for reforestation
under the National Greening Program,
and the actual area planted was 16,816
has., a 107 percent increase.

‘Eastern Visayas comprises the
“provinces of Northern Samar, Samar,
" Eastern Samar, Leyte, Southern Leyte
and Biliran,

Sibbaluca said the seedling produc-
tion also surpassed its target last year.
A total of 27,993.186 seedlings were
produced, a 116 percent higher than the
24,196,376 secdling target,

He said the reforestation program
utilized a budget of P567,744,000 which
covered seedlmgproc_luctlon protection

. of the 111,178 target

and maintenance of es-

preparation and planting
activities and monitoring
and evaluation.

The reforestation
project provided liveli-
hood for the people in the
countryside especially
those who were victims of
Typhoon “Yolanda.” “The
reforestation and planta-
tion establishments were

-tablished plantation, site -

maintained by various

people’s organizations
and they earned money
for their services ren-
dered,” Sibbaluca said.
In terms of employ-
ment, the DENR regional
office also exceeded its
target for the year He
said that a total of 137,057
jobs were generated out

S
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‘ Savmg the dymg

ookmg at the shape and locanon of La-
guna Lake on our map, we cain say it is
"'the heart of- the Filipino nation, If we
attach nearby Metro.Manila to it, the
! conjoined  regions: with their: €conomic
clout actually function as: the life-main-
 taining organ of the Phlhppmes But its
phys1cal arteries and valves, so to speak,
. are so clogged with huinan detritus that it
. really has to undergo. the, eqiivalent of
" open-heart surgery, It appears ‘that the
\ onily.doctors with the will to perform the
2 complex and messy operation and save the
! dying organ, are Environmerit: Secretary

- Gina Lopez and Presrdent Duterte.,
- The lake is a' tangled’ web of ‘intercon-
. nected issues, that need: dECISLVE solutions,
! and ts carrymg capac1ty asan ecosystem has
long been exceeded.'It is an area contested
. by many users, especially between ﬁsh pen
» and fish cage owners (big businessmen, re-
tired generals, poht1c1ans) and small fishers,
and between users for domesuc,

* and ‘transportation. It is ‘choked with sedi-
. ment and silt as a result of the unabated for-
" est denudation in the uplands of the 34 sub-
;. watersheds around its basin, as well as the
" constant, deposit of solid wastes by holise-
holds ancl factories located in.the basin::
' The lake has become shallow—an av-

" erage of only 2.5 metérs—and this has re-
- sulted in.the perennial flooding of the
: L Lo ‘ ; iR

. hstnal -
*anll° Tttigation water’“tﬁbhsfh/recreauon :

t:numuunv

MELITONB JUANICO P

e .
, : \

low-lymg areas of the ‘$hore.’ Thus the
more than 450,000 informal settlers in the
lake’s salvage zone are constantly vuinera-
ble. aswas, shown, for 1nsf:ance, by the. dev—
astating floods wrought by Troplcal Storm
“Ondoy” inz009, B T NI
Itis also dying in the sense thatits water

Elt .

‘quality has deteriorated.fo- Class C, which'”

may still be:good for fxshery but is no longer.
fit “for bathing. This ;is° the result of
unchecked bad practices that make of the
lake a’convenient waste deposrl:ory, with
the volume . of water pollunon -accounted:
for by households (69 percent) mdustrles
(19 percerit), and agriculture {12 percent).
The strategies to address these prob-
lems are combinations of consérvation, re-’
habihtatlon and clevelopment for .each
problem translated by. the- Laguna 'Lake
Development Authonty (LLDA) mto pro=,
grams and- projects. Whiat have Been* pro-
posed are costly blg—ncket projects,as, well‘
as cheaper soft projects that are j’ﬁst as ef-'

fective. But; as with so many; pro;ects and .

plans in the country, the problem lies in
the u'nplementauon The‘LL‘DA and the lo-:
cal government units in the lake basm lack

[ i
u&-sl..q_....‘“.‘_______’___

_pines Diliman. He isa licensed environmen- 3.

the p|ol:t1ta1 wrll to 1mplement ndt only :
their rules and regulations but also local
ordingnces and laws. The sub-watershed :
ma“na gement councils tasked with coordi- 2 3
nafing! activities'in the lake basin have?-
been Eperatmg in a lackluster mannet. 3
YEar "TOW, a necessary move that will put'" ,
orderli in the lake is the strict unplementa-;.,
tion 31" the Lake Zoning and Management ;-

Plan (or Zomap) that will rationalize and ¢
regulite the use of the lake’s resources as';l
well resolve equlty problems especrally 5]
between t.he rapacious owners of fish pens g
and sh cages and -the- powerless ‘smallys
fishers.If the Zomap is fully 1mplemented, g
it will'showa beautiful ‘heart-shaped im-
ageo the lake from the air—one that Pres-
ldent uterte ‘would wish to see after not-i
ing 1 th drsmay the disarray of structures£ .
and’ e murky waters in‘the Take. The?
Zomap depicts an orderly arrangement of F
flSh cages nawgatlonal lanes, fish sanciu-*

' SHOTEREN easéhierts Hid B orr
ma'l s ttler's'(l:heck the LLDA websité).

T ¢ inaction of the LLDA s dlstressmg,
ancl t kthl.nk that itis under the Ofﬁce of‘i
the P esrdent' ?

FR

Mehtoin B. Juanlco is a rétired professor of
geogr"aphy, at the University of the’ Phlllp-;
tal’ planner afd ‘is active .in- consu[tancy £
work in urban and reglonal plannmg 5

g l‘ IR é
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ZAMBOAN GA 'I‘wo hawksblll furtles

. (Eretmochells Imbricata),, the ‘most en-

j -dangered sea turtle in’ the world, were

_rescued and released recently 10, the Sulu

. Sea, thelr natural habjtat-and foragmg

: ground &

.Dr. Fllemon G Romero

‘Emerltus of Mmdanao.Stat; Umversrty—
‘Tawi-Tawi sdid that a loe:

Sltangkar town had kept the. turl:les in cap-
: tivity for years and reared them as pets,

Romero. and Sitangkai Councilors

Hadjl Allan Ahaja Aldimar Awadi, and
. Hadja Merllyn Joe 1mmed1ately retrleved

 the marine turtles ata res1dence=at_,Baran—
| gay Panghma Alan in Sitangk
learned of the mcrdent Py

The team learned about the awksb111

_ tor of the Protect Wildlife Py "

esident of

ogy graduate and staff of MSU:
photographed -and: posted |ir
turtles on hiis.Facebook: am1

Romero tthe 'I'awn-Tam Si

opmentAlternahveﬁ, Ine,, ( D‘, ) i;unded by
the USAID -said that hawk= bllltturtles are
cmtlcally en angered under the Red List

of Nature (IUCN).,
“Pr. Romero relterateleepubhc Act
9147 or.the: Wildlife, Resou es Conserva-

tlon Act; Wh.lCh states that k epmg wildlife -
(jespe(:lally those t 4 atened vul-
nerab e,and endangeredl Je the hawksbxll

tiu-tle in. eap'hvxty is prohlbéted by law.
Its.pop' ation is rap:dly ecreasmg due
to :OVERE ,loltatlon of adult; females and

. gathermg of eggs at nestmg beaches e

A S [
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Photo shows a nlne-year-
‘was sold for P175,000- durl
dé Oro CIty yesterdaY' e

old African spurred tortolse, whlch "
ng the Kuyamls Festival In Cagayan -

ot aEARY LEE QORIT .
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T But whlle the Paris Agreement'can lay the groundwork. formeamngful coIIectwe attlon, ak
panacea Avmdmgthemostcatastrophrceffectsofcllmatechangewrllrequrrem rethan

Parls Agreement
isno panacea’ - g

S ENATE President Aquilino L. Prmentel 111 said last week o |

-5 e

he sees the Senate ratifying the Paris Agreement within six

months, to concur with President Duterte’scommitmentjto ..

- sign the pact that seeks to limit global warmin to below 2 degrees
Celsius, mainly by burning less gas, coal andoil.. . i

‘The Philippines’s ratification of the Paris Agreement would blnd the country into cuttrng itg green4

- house-gas emissions by 70 percent by 2030. : 1
* Duterte initially had second thoughts aboutsigning the Paris Agreement, argulng that blg p.?lluters,
like the United States, China and other European Union countries, should be the first to cut their carbon
~ emissions. But we welcome the President’s change ofheartandtheSenate sexpression of support forthe

-climate pact. The Philippines, afterall, |sa!eaderoftheCllmateVulnerabIeForum{(VF),an inter atronal g

 partnership of highly vulnerable nations. Countries composing the CVF, induding some of ourSo itheast

Astan neighhors, are among the first to be affected by limate change and the last to recoverfro '?disas—

ters caused by extreme weather events. : L
Ondoy, Pepeng, Yola nda, Pabloand Sendong—these ae jllSt some ofthe deadlrest trop:ca %torms

i that hit the Philippines in recent yéars, causing thousands f deaths and billionsin damage. We EEd no

{ further proof obviously, being a perennial climate-change' victirt ourselvs, that reducing carhon emis<

" sions isecessary. And signing on to the Paris Agreement can:rily strengttien our !eadership in vorcing
the concerns of vulnerable natjons on the impact of climate change g s

ake no -

cilize ens trylngto cutcart (
'rhbyditchlngtherrca

. some other snmple steps that ma
‘ " ‘ A;few. Ioral gq,\.'ernments ha

lrmern Since 2010, local g
att ifistafled wind] energy
rgos'*Northern Lump, UpC:

O r:‘:
- ovem-
‘ay for‘llocos Norte to ha\re‘

fthe Energy Development Co
'IggPower and Developm

frement o

i
NegrosOccldentaIhostssnrsolqr powerfacmtres w:thato

hassrxmajornversystems—Hrmogaan Sicaba, Malugo, Bago,BmthaganandIIog—Hllabangan—
¢an be tapped for run-of-the- -rivar hydroelectricity with an estimiated capacity of 200 MW.

Cities, communities and schools have Jomed hands wnth the prlvate secforto Iaunch thelr ow1 |n|t|a-
. tives in climate-chanae mitiaation. . S I i

Wflth othersolarand o

; ne ,_tioncapaotyofstn SMW éccord—j, s
ingtotheNegros Occidental Investment] Promotions Center Publlclnformatlon Section. The prowh{:also ‘
hich

'
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'+ . Since.June last year, the GSé:hedé're campus of Central-[uio.n'Stéte_ﬂni'versity, the o’&e‘s‘fand N
¢ largeststateuniversityin Region3, hasbeen getting ail its eléctricity.fiom an EDC geothermal-power

+ Station jn Bicol.. BT B PR L ‘

R

oy isn e DA
i Bike-friendlyinfrastructure have been built in various parts of Metro Manila'te promote b cjcle rid-
. *Ing as an altemative means of transport. There are also bike-sharing:orrental projfects, like th!é;bnes in
- the tourist districts of Malate and Intramuros, in Bonifacia Global ity (B&C).and on the Diliman campus
ofthe University of Philippines. Sure, gur ities are not as bike-friendly as Amsterdam or Copenhagen but -
theefforts are stil encouraging, ., 5 AER TR R I‘ ’
... The use of electric vehicles s grawing in Philippine Cities..We, ;ah,qow_see,glgctric Jeepneys and
., Yricycles plying our streets, They are being used as shuttlesin Philippire tourist destinatians, I e Bora-
, <y, Davao and Surigao, and iIn central business districts, ;igni;gla;ly inBGCandin Legaspi andjSalcedo
; viliagesin Makati. A number of universities and private compantes, like the Manila Electric Co, jgﬁnvest,
,, the Ateneg de Manila University and De La Salle University,l have.ﬂgg'tsﬁfg-jeepneys’going aro ?d their
_compoundsand camipuses. © - o o SR
Allthese individual actionis matter 2 Much as the nation’s corrimitment to the Paris Agreement, And
,. theyonlyshaw that Filipinos oritheirowri can do lotang havedanea lotofthings o cut their,owri_carbon

- foatprints and créate a greener, healthier place to live, Wha:t more ifwe do it-iqgethgr. i

|
"
o
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[ to be ‘the only

what is happemng inside
589,489 hectares of. forests in
' the region.

But last week, they began to
go high-tech by using satellite-
aided laptops to generate im-
ages of logging, timber poach-
ing, landslides and unautho-
rized settlements

: “It’s.like: they Have an eyeutclude forests.
. on the forest,” said Francisco
Milla Jr., Central Luzon direg-+

- tor of the Department of Envi:

ronment cand Natural Ré--

'sources (DENR). ¢ A
Information that the

rangers# gdther, - said - Milla,

would be relayed in real time' - -
" to altow DENR agents, soldiers
and policemen to quickly en-

. force environmental laws.

215 rangers in Cen- .
n to keep track of i

Econgmy and EcdsystemiiR
- silience (B+WISER) fpt : e

est and BlOleEI’S
tion System ;‘gr

' The Lawin systemi
; tlally focused on“v‘ﬁ

¢, Trial run:
'..lThe second ph; f
' system is undergoing™ a tnal

er,’ roﬁhotspot
L rufg to the

not been

% dangeredtl i
.was .éxpanded this’§ year Yo =<

ot SRR L

;spécﬁng forests.

' JAn amt

prqvince ;
1“We've been almmg for ze-§
il Mllla satd refer- -3
ot

|

e,

|

|

{

]

|

8!

.

v

rangers
i-{He sal‘

lieved tha y t':" r

. s:Rorests
span 942, 387 -ha, but only -

' 589,489 hal'or 62 percent have"

]

thé showed

run that would last'fot; dhouta

year in Central Luzon and Ca-
" gayan de Oro, Milla said!

- by rangers, some of whoin have
been shot or k[lled whlle pa-

+.The new techniclogy was..
desigried to reduce risks taken’

fox, the glant cloud rat and
.Phlhppme eagles —'rdm-:'r'rs
' OREJAS INQJ ' ——

“‘DENR records ‘j

..,.

forest covet]'.

“The- m‘ountam ranges of - 3
' Sierra Madre Zambales and- |
Bataan are(home to.the flower

 Rafflesia consiteloge; Tapulao |
mice, the world’s largest flying | .
]

e |
nsh in ]une 2015 Iefti

entral Luzon |
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Fish farming in the time -
of cllmqf change

' Awoman flsher stands by atake In Sitlo Bulogo,
Barangay Matilac in Plgkawayan town, carrying

-, aghl net she re elved from a program by the

: Food.and Agricupure Organization of the United
-, Nations, funded hy a $3-million grant from the

* New-Zealand govemment The program supports
the resumption l(:f agrkultural livelihoods affected
by natural disas’ters and afmed confflct. _ Y

L e S s Sy a2 T2 el
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On the Phlllpplnes chairing ; ASEAaN in 201 7

HE Phlllppme Arnbassa-
-dors Foundation Inc (PAFI)
urges the Philippines to seize
the opportunity presented by
its chairing of . the Association

iof Southeast Asian Nations in -

2017, when ASEAN celebrates
.the - 50th’ anniversary of its
founding, to assert and project
"a leadership role in the con-
struction of regional ocean gov-

ernance and maritime security-

as'a'Philippine contributicn to

the ASEAN Comrpunity Vision.

'2025 Ocean governance and

maritime security. are of vital
and critical importance to the
Philippines and the ASEAN and

. should be accorded; greater and

more particular attgntlon in
Philippine foreign:policy and

in the: work and asplratlons of

ASEAN.

The. leadershlp role of the
Philippines proceeds from its
primal. characteristic' as‘an ar-
chipelagic state that is highly
vulnerable to. all maritime is-
sues and conceriis, traditional

and non-tradmonal Geograph

-H:ll:ﬂ“ NI N

ical. circumstatices have in fact
made -the country the strategi ic
epicenter of all aspects of ocean:
governance and-maritime ‘segu:'

rity. It-is'in the thick of aimari-"

time disputesssituation that can.

drag down Tegional 1ntegrat1c‘§n

and consohdatmn BRI 38

Ph]hppmes are interconnected:
with: those of the' other co
tries in“ASEAN and the' Indo-
Pacific:. ThewASE.AN seas. a'nd‘
central Indo-Pacific rnantu‘ne

The: archlpelaglc waters of lhe .

reglon are flanked on theu‘ east- .

Ti-r.

em longltudes ina north-south
alignment by the three largest
* archipelagic states, namely the
Philippines, - Indonesia; and
Papua New Guinea. Carrying
more-than half of the world's s
maritime trade, the..seas:of
ASEAN and the Indo-Pacificare
collectively a regional common

‘heritage that must be nurtured’

and managed' comprehensively
and seamlessly through jeint”,
cooperation among the states

j-concerned as well as extra- .

>ASEAN AG;

On the Ph|||pp|nes chalrlng ASEAN in 201 7

reglonal interested states.
The incorporation of the
archipelagic doctrine in the

UN Convention on the Law of
Sea (UNCLOS) was a hard-won .

success for the Phlllppmes
UUNCLOS consequently is the

linchpin and underpinning of

the archipelagic state. But UN-
CLOS ]eaves to its state parties

"alot of work, including the legal -
regime implementing its provi- -

sions, The ASEAN for instance

“can collectively work on and -

. arrive at'a common definition
. of what constitutes fteedori

. of navigation in’ archipelagic -
waters otherwnse known as the
right of archxpelagm sea}anes
passage: "

.1t is time the issues and con-
. cerns of ocean governance and

maritime security in ASEAN
take-off from the talk-shop level
and'are translated into concrete

~and specific undertakings and

projects. In this.regard, PAFI
proposes that the Philippines

pursue as a flagship. project
Integrated Coastal Zone Man-

ageffient to benefit the coastal

dfedd of maritiine Abia barhcu-

larly in the revival of the coasts.

natural disasters. I :
PAFL hopes that ASEAN. will-
step up- maritime; cooperanon

_in its Dialogue Partner arranhe-

ments and its relationships with
the United Nations system nd
other international organiy a-
tions. The Ph111pp1nes should'
reiterate its. 1996 mvnanon’qo

a Regmnﬂl Dfﬂcé wlth liedds

ganizatiofi (IMO) to establF&h

J% i

,quarters in the Philippines. -
and coastal waters as sourfes:
of food and livelihood andjin
‘the mitigation of the effects’ of

:'The spmt of *open reglonallsrn 3

. trendmg in regional organlza-.

tions. may already be discerned :

in ASEAN Dialogue Partner ‘ar-,
. rangements, PAF] supports ASEAN

approving in this spirit the appli- |
cations for membership: of Timor :

 Leste, Papua New Guinea, and Sri |

Lanka, countries potentially mak- :

“ing-an important contribution-to: .

regional oceans governance and -

. maritime security.
_the International Maritime Qr-. .

..in" approaching jssues of

;regiohal oceans govei’nance :
ahd tharititne secutlty, partitfﬁ“‘“

——
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on he %,’]jﬁg‘mzs hpiving ASEAN 1 2017

obtaining in:the Spratlys ar-
chipelago, PAFI supports the

revival of the socjocultural

; norms. originating from the
' :anc1ent Mad)apahlt and Sri-Vi-
- sayan culture of musyawarah"
. (consultations) and “mufakat”
- (consensus). These are values
articulated in the, Bandung
Declaration of 1955-and given
- a modern manifestation in the
ASEAN Treaty of Amlty and
: Cooperauon Their practice
_isin keepmg with the ASEAN
vision of “a community that is
* aware and proud of its identity,
* eylture and heritage with the
stferigthened ability to innovate
“ At proactwely contribute to

The Philippine Ambassadors
Foundatlon Inc. intends tu’.{j‘be
proactive: in coriveying mpuﬂs to
the Philippine. Governmenbto
he]p frame national interest for
pro;ecuon in the Phlhppmes
hosting of ASEAN in,2 17

1t plams to’ produce a:sefies |

of articles on various asp‘cts o
of ASEAN:and- re‘l’evan_t‘: ote
national .interests in line Mth ‘
the Philippines’ pursuit oflan _
i

independent foreign pohcy that )
i§ ASEAN:centered and onepted _
to the wider Indo Pac1ﬁc reglom

Y FINE }‘u.

AMBASSADORLAUROL BA]AIK |
PAFI Chairman TN
16 Jdituaty 2017~ /

' R

—_— e




17 T

—swe

PAGE

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION A:LND INITIATIVES S

-

Editorial
ASEAN summit
y Y - £ N
2017:The glory and
| . thechallenge-
| T PHE honor and privilege of hosting the annual summit
: I of leaders of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
. A (ASEAN) is a great one. It rotates by design among the
110 'members of the regional association every year:
. The fact that the honor, falls this year on the Philippines

is'most significant for our country and our people: The:fact
that this year also marks the 50th anniversary of ASEAN

and ennobling, - - - R S

- All of Southeast Asia'should aspire to make this a red-
- letter yeaf-for our asssociation and ourregicn.- -

+ In the course of this golden anniversary year, the region
.and our people of over 600 million will have the satisfaction
~and pride of ‘knowing that their regionial assotiation has
' truly become one of its greatest achievemenis, - - )

| - Today, ASEAN has the distinctioh of being on¢ of the most

| . N -long:lasting and perhaps
“ . ThlS ' most cohesive regional ‘as-
L, ... Sociation in the world. When
*annlversa[yyear ASEAN was born; several parts
L . of Southeast Asia were in the
‘We Should Strive “throes of a devastating war

as a result of the Cold War,

to addr ess Our Today, the, region can look

longstanding bkt pricea
. o~ e D overcoming one of the most
Iament that,.‘,,; bloody, .costly, and harrow-

- ..+ ing conflicts in history. The
; tOO Often, the * 'region can take solace iri an

epic process of rebuilding

: .Consensus;;‘ ) societies that wete shattered
.driven a'pproach and decimated for a time by

o " conflict. I
. OfASEANto = Today we in ASEAN ‘can
e . ' look to a future of being
decision-making lifted wogether by the signs of

' ‘ economic'development, the

- iS tOO SIOW f or - evidence of one of the highest
decision-making, ccoromic growth rate, and by
. o b /4

ANA cAMaFin AR ramminiss

' yearwe'should strive to'a dtgs,s‘:‘our_ long-standing lament |

] -maturity means. that such rivalries and misunderstandings
makes this responsibility and honor all the more significant Ii SR

back with pride at a history of

_the happy fruits ‘of regional |
. o E RS S

We should also have ’1,113%&‘ to sée that this anniveéisidy,

that t00 often; the'conse éijis'idri\#en approach of ASEAN::
to decision-making is 100 slow for decision making, and.
sometimes'is an excuse'for'doing nothing. _ o
- Being a country that has lately undergone pervasive |,
change; it is'to. be expected that with President Rodrigo | -
Duterte in the lead, we as host should sound the'hope of |
partnership, for change and/engaging the world. SR |
- -ASEAN caii'say to the world, that our entire region and [
all our peoples have exp'e‘rién:c,ed’ first-hand the blessings |
of peace, the hopeful an Uliberating signs of economic:
development, .and the:p actical ‘advantages of ' being aif,
regional bloc. ~ . v | ' o
But we are also witnesé'to'the growing rivalries between -
PR DI AR CeE _
the powers 'in our part of thé world, and to misunderstand-
ings between  ourselves and our neighbors. Diplomatic

S —

1

should be actively transcended, . - . :
- An anniversary is fittingly'a time.for remembrance ‘and
rejoicing. It is also a time for vigilance and reflection oi

lessons learned. - 2. /f

Fi




