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e ‘Self-demolltlon or(ie' siaressed

ByJaymeeT Gamil
@jaymeegamllINQ
The Departrnent of En.vu'on-
ment and Natural. Resources
{DENR} issued ‘on Saturday its
“Jast call” to owners and oper-
. \J{ators of fish pens. and cages in
"I:aguna de Bay to ' conduct
#self-demolitions” before it
s'tarts clearmg the. freshwater
. . lake of illegal structures later
"tluusmonth SRR
© ..“Once we begin the opera—
tlou, all assets; affer_:ted by our
~ dismantling activities will be
confiscated in favor .of the
government,” said. DENR Un-
dersecretary - Artiirg- Valdez,
who also heads the, National
;-‘Antt-Emnronmental . Crime
~Task Force (NAECTF). |
" .- “There are posts there [and
nets], that's why it’s better for
"the owners to dismantle it
‘themselves. You take care of
e . ~ Your materials, those are ex-
' pensive after all, " Valdez said.

g

cilities in the lake area will be

=.covered by the-dismantling

|, " operations, since permits giv-

" ‘en: to operators - expired on

Dec. 31, and the DENR would

implement a ‘moratorium on

permit renewal aud applrca-
tion this year. .

" DENR undersecretary for

‘ Hegal services Maria Paz “Ipat”

" I,'una last month: said the

' {inoratorium was suggested by

‘ . ,éﬂxperts to provide a*breather”

. {for -the’ lake while allowing

i e g'i‘open-fishing'.’e;-i'_n_ the :mean-

: Address in ]uly lash year, ta)

‘He said all aquaculture fa-

" ha. The »1%11118\Ieglstered opera%
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Valdez sald-‘the DENR anil
the Lagun akeDeveIopme (-
D' ;

te’s ' 'dj ecttve,‘ 1s§ue .?;“-.
dunng tus State of the Natlo i

dlsmantle coi‘porate and pn

vate fish pei
grve mor'e“, )

s
'\L ":
e , th 11: .

/ coordmat
with’ local government units t{
install ., sewage,,
plants, she said, v

. “Our passion and de51re i8
to convert Laguna Lakeinto an
ecofounsm zone;” Lopez said. [i;

Naldez noted the pens:obti: ,‘, ‘
struct natural water flow an
efforts _to remove pollutants ‘

According to the LLDA, the ..
lake!s;current.carrying capacii. {
ty aIlows only 9,000 hectares
for aquaculture but pens an

. treatmen

12,375 ha, 3,375 more than wha i i
is allowed. e

Unreglstered . =operator
numniber 2,261 and occupy 2 858 .
f

i

[ip

1o

t forh total of 9,51
N

tors acco
ha tha 1130 &.e41d «
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final warning .
toLaguna |
fish pen owners -
‘ -~By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON ' .

The Department of Environment and -
Natural Resources (DENR) has issued
its last.appeal to fish pen operators to .
conduct self-demolition at Ele Laguha .
Lake before the government start a mas- .
sive clearing operation. S

Environment Undersecretary Arturo .
Valdez, who heads the dismantling op- .
_erations,: said the DENR was:giving
operators the chance to save their assets .
and other equipment. )

“Once we begin the operation, all as-
sets affected by our dismantling activi-
ties will be confiscated ini favor of the
government,” hesaid. - . ... =

“The dismantling of fish, pens is not ;
simple. There are posts and fiets'that's :
why it's;better for the owners to dis- -
mantle it themselves. You take care of |
your materials, those areexpensiveafter .
all,” Valdez added. : .

President Duterte earlier directed .
tﬁe, demolition of fish pens. as part of
the government’s goal fQ epse COTIEES: .
tic?r’i' and prioritize -rsrr;q Efgghergolks
inthearea. T

“The DENR is dead set on imple-
menting it unless of course’a new direc- .
tive from no less than President Duterte .
is given,” Valdez said. o

‘Fish pens in the area cover almost
13,000 hectares while the ideal carrying -
capacity of Laguna Lake is around 9,000
hectares only. o T :
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DENR warns demol|tlon of
fish pens in Laguna Lake
‘will start this month

BHESIVANNE ELAINE v. TERRAZOTORE] -

<

hé Department of Environ- |
ment and Natural Resources

. (DENR) made .its “last ap- |
.peal” to ﬁshpen.owners inside |
the Laguna de Bay to self-demolish as
the agency starts cleamng up the lake °
thls month.

DENER, Undersecretary for Spec1a1 )
Cancerns Art Valdez, who also_heads ¥,
the National Antl~Env1romnental
Cnme Task Force, said they are giving |
ﬁsh pen operators the chance to get !
theu' materials and harvests out of the'
Laguna lake before they begin their.
“massive” operations to: clear the lake |
of illegal structures. '

. “Once we begin the operahon all as
sets affected by our dismantling actwr—
ties will be confiscated,” Valdez said. |

iy _ Last December, the DENR ordered
the Laguna Lake Development Auﬂlonbr
(LLDA) not to renew the perrmts 1ssucd
n to bxg fish pens and cages in the lake.

_This was due to the President’s dl—
rectlve to instead provide small ﬁsh;r—
men the access to traditional ﬁshng
grounds The permits have expu'ed on
December 3L
WhLle some operators have al-
ready dlsmantled their . facmtles as
early as; Iast month, Valdez appealed to
those remaining as they map out tieir
“phase-hy-phase approach” for' the
clearing operations.
“‘We haveimposed a total moraton-
um on the renewal of permits startlng
_ January 1. This means the pens and
cages can- be dlsmantled anytme...
(But) you take care of your materials,
those are expensive after all,” he tells
the operators I
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“DENR makes final plea to Laguna:Lake
. FI * " ' " ‘ RNt B

= p s to demolish fish cages
wr PEN owners to demaolisn Tisi cages
00 0 ‘ .
_'?i)%, The Departinent of Environment of coqg's#a'ai new directive from no  are posts thk;re (and nets), that is
v and Natural Resources (DENR) has less thian President Duterte is given,” why it is betterfor the owners to
'™ jssued its final ‘Appeal to operators  Valdez said, advising those seeking ~ dismantle it themselves. You take
~ offishpens and cages at the Laguna  to stop the;planned dismantling to* care of your materials, those are

de Bayto demolish them themselves direct their.appeal nottothe DENR, = expensive afterall.” .

before the department begins a but “to'the President instead.” * He pointed ojit that the only way
- ssive operation this month to " According to the DENR official,- - to save the country's largest lake and
. @ &ear the lake, of illegal structures. some’ opérators have ‘already give access to Sq all fishermen is to
%% Natiohal Anti-Envirorimental voluntarily dismantled theirfacilities  dismantle a]lillg;;al structures in it.

‘o1 yrime Task Force (NAECTF) head
_prhrturo Valdez said the DENR is still
.avigiving the operators a chance to

 gs early as last month, allowing them -

 to keep their assets, especially the
» fish stock that they were still able-

He said thdse structures also
obstruct the natural flow of water,

which is necessary to cleanse the

siisave the enclosure materials of : to sell;in the market. lake of pollutants from households

-gnifheir pens.and cages.. . Valdez ‘said the DENR and the ~and industries, a,léjyell'asthe chemical

“ba1av “Once we begin the operation, ~.LLDA.are currently mappingout &~ coraponents of fish feeds.

ol all assets affected by 'our . “phase-by-phase approach” for the Valdez said;the demolition of

‘iodismantlingactivities will be clearing operation. 00 _ llegal structures ah the Laguna Lake
" confiscated in‘favor of the  He added that all aquaculture " is part of an ov jeall plan to save the -

bitggovernment,” said Valdez, who s in - facilities in the lake area will be .- water body frop further ecological -

10} ditarge of the dismantling operation, : covered by the dismantling operation
bollong with'the Laguna’ Lake : sirice the permits given to opérators: -
eiifibvelopiment Authority (LLDA) and - already expired last December 31. .
concerned local government units. - and will no longer be renewed by, .
319 The gperation is in line with the ;. the DENR. - e
J0ifrective of President Duterte to * . “We have imposed a fotal.
“vlirgifsmantle big fish pens and cages in - moratorium on the renewal of.
- Laguna Lake-to allow small permits (starting January 1 this
'f'lﬁ‘?‘I;shermen to gain access to’ year)! This means the pens and
1lla gitional fishing grounds. ¢ages can be dismantled anytime,”
Vi915 ampat ig'the - presidential’ Valdezsad. . .
wlt;&struction after all, and the DENRu “The dismantling of fish pens, and
};ﬁi,l‘%_deadset onimplementing it unless;, ‘(and ‘cages) is not simple. There - mountains.
Qvis—— S ' : ‘

destruction, | . ,
Another kely.component of the
Laguna Lake rehiabilitation plan is
to stop the -discharge of pollutants
fromi industrial and domestic |
sources, and"lsedjmentation and
siltation from degraded watershed
gurrounding the lake. - ,
The rehalfilitation plan also
““inelides reconfiguring the sewage
systems of lalf;eside communities |
and reforesting surrounding
: < . PNA
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"’"cage owners

. -'I'HE De(parlment of Environment' and Natural Ke-.

- ‘soitrees

DENR) yesterday issued its final call 6n the

: joperators of figh pens and cages within the Laguna de

-

- , ,-'Duterte is given,” Valdez said. £

" Bay to condiict sélf-demelition before;;
' operation agamshllegal structures starts

" asgets like pervanid cage enclosure m

" Tocal governmerit'uni

«

aldez head of the Nanonﬁl Antl-_ __”:" -

Arturo V‘
diental Crime FO};C& (NAECTF),

5 give operatoss ‘the ‘chance to save thi

"Once we bégin the operation, all assels affectegl by

.our dlsmantlmg activities will be conflscated favor
~ of the govemment "said Valdez, who 1s "injeh;
" thé dismantlin ig O erahon, “alon;

Lake Development Authonty (LL A‘)‘m X m

“The impending” dlsmanﬂmg 0peratlon is i lme
with the cg.recuve of President Rodrigo Dutette/to ;
dismantle big fish pens and cages in’Laguna Lake to

. allow small: fishermen 'to gam access, 1o trachhonal
fishing grounds.” ° -

i .._planned dlsmanﬂm%to direct their appeal to the P
*ident and not o, S TR
~ ‘He disclosed thit some operators aIreadyvoluntar

”That s the prsidenha] instruction after all; and
- the DENR is dead; of :

ton implementing g iinless

Py

arse a ne ve. from no less than

Valdez, howaver! Advised those seekm ' to sto gl'f

the,

_ a.[‘{ dismantled their facilities as early as last month,

g them'to keep their assets, espec:a]i); the ﬁsh

| : stock that they still were able to sell in the market;,

' Valdez said"thé DENR and the LLDA ae now

. mapping out'a, phase-by-phase approach” for the
'cleanngo eral:lon.

¢"He added that the éJsmanthn% operahon covered
allf aquacu]hu'e famhhes in the lake aréa ‘sinde the -
permits given to Gperators already: expr.red last Dec, 31+

: and the DENR ‘will n6 longer be renewing them.
e AWe havelmposeda fotal moratorium on:the i renew- -

al of permits’ starting'Jan. 1, 2017. This mieans-the-

L anid cages can be. dismaintled anytime,” Valdez said.

¥ou know, the: dismantling of fish pens and cages ‘
~—fsnotsimple. There are posts there and nets, that's why

" it's better for the ‘owners to dismantle it themselves

- Valdez stessed. that the only way }to save the lake

, You take care.of, your ‘materials, those are expenswe ‘

a&er all,” Valde? said

and give access to'sinall fishermen is to dismantle all
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'Laguna Lake fish pen o\

.- The Department of Environ-
, ment and Natural Resources yes-
. terday issued a final appeal to fish
pen.and fish cage owners at the
Laguna de Bay to demolish them
as the agency starts cleaning up
the lake this month.
DENR- Undersecretary for Spe-

| cial Concerns Art Valdez, head of
| the. National Anti-Environmental
| Crime Task Force, said. they are
| giving fish pen and fish cage op-

erators the chance to get their

- materiai$ and harvests out of the

Laguna de Bay before they begin

. their massive operations. to.clear

the lake,of illegal structures.

*Once we begin the operation,
all assets affected by, our disman-
tling activities will be confiscated,”
Valdez warned.

The DENR last December.of-
_dered the Laguna Lake,Develop-

ment Authority not to renew the
permits issued to big fish. pens

" and cages on the Laguna de Bay

VOWANG NL WEPA PER

Duterte to p

UPPER in

o0
o |I'§1- - :

' DENR issues final appeal to

ners

following the i;qnder of President
ovide small fisher-

men the acces:
ing grounds. [T

While some fish. pen and fish’
cage owners have dismantied their
faciliies as early: as last month,

Valdez appea!gd.m those remain-.
- ing to do so as they map out their

f‘phase—by—ph?_se‘ approach” for
the clearing pperations. (Vanne.. .
Elaine P. Terrazola)

LOWER HALF
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DENR, may
apela Sa'ﬁsr} |
pen operators |

! Umapela ang Department
of Environment and Natural -
Resources (DENR) samgafishpen

- gperator na kusa nang baklasin
ang kanilang mga fish cage sa -
Laguna Lake bago pa simulan
ng kagawarasn -an_g-n;n}qlgyakang
clearing operations:;sa mga
nabanggit na ilegal na jstruktura
sa lugar. ey Lk

AyonkayDlliNRUndeiség@a{y
at National AigtiaEnvironQqual
Crime Task Force (NAEETF) .
Chief Arturo Vajdez, kahit noOng,
Disyembre 31,52£}6‘ pa nag:expire -
angpenmtngmaahshpen.OPﬂaMI4: ,
aybirﬁbigyanp%i'ﬂnrﬁlﬂ.éhgméwito .
ng pagkakataon na maisalba ang . -
ari-arian ng mgaito, katt adngee
enclosure materials. i

“Once we:begl the opérati

: acﬁviﬁeSWMBecgnﬁsﬁéﬁin;favor
of the government'é"‘éb"a‘ﬁqla ni

~ Valdez. o T

Z Aniya, nagbaklas na ng ¥ani-

* kanilang isfc_rukt_uré ang ilang

operator noon‘pang nakaraang
buwan, ngunit ang iba ay patuloy
paring nagmamatigas. i '

“We have impose
moratoriun-or ez ewal of
permits starting Janu

d g total
o~

anudty. 1, 2017.
This means the pensand cages can
be dismantled anytime,” sabi pa ni
Valdez. |
Ang hakbangin ay alinsunod
sa direktiba 'iﬁ;ﬁangdonnguterte'
bilang bahagi-ng ipatutupad na
Laguna Lake rehabilitation plan.

LRomqu p. Tabbad
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PCAARRD REN EWSTIES WITH STAKHHOLDERS

THE Philippine Councﬂ for. Agrlculture.
Aquatic and Natural Resources Research
and Development of the Department

" of ‘Science and Tethnology: (DoST-
Lk ‘PCAARRD) renewed its - membership-
i ' “"fg  the Technical “Working . Group
-on the Containment of Knifefish in

Laguna de Bay in a recent ‘ceremonial

""memorandum of agreement signing

. held -at the National Ecology Center,

* Laguna Lake Development Authonty int
“Dlllman Quezon City. .

-The activity was part of the Partnershlp

“‘Forum organized by the Laguna Lake
-Development  Authority to - enlist
- cammitment from. stakeholder groups

feeding: ecology, movement -

rand develop effective managem
ﬂ.

'TWG the Local Government Umts of Rize

and Laguna, and other stakeholders fc
the management of the Ialge, WIthfgy'
a versely affectlng food security. e

iKnifefish is considered a: nursané
Fec:es in Laguna de Bay because’ ofm

\I:Eracrous feeding habit which lnclude

/

prey thatare of economlampartance Th

ifefish- R&D Program aims: to\prowd
stientific information on the,,,jlf --his
reproductive’ and spawningb !ﬁ;.a\kiﬁ

i formatlon on knifefish thg
identify the vulnerability of 1 etsp_

control strategies.

“to implement measures for controlling! '\Several measures, such as physm
. the population of knifefish, an invasive r smoval, development of ‘gadgets: fe
. species in Laguna de Bay. .. F radlcatlon, and development of - use

Dr. Loureeda Darvin of the Inland Aquatic Resources
.Research Division-PCAARRD (center) represented
PCAARRD Acting Executive Director Dr. Reynaldo Ebora
during the MOA signing. Photo aiso shows+(from left) - - Dr. 'Nereus Acosta, LL-DA .geheral ( 1g food products, fertilizer) are bein

Department of Trade and Industry representative; Dr. - manager, in- his keynote address, implemented by the TWG ‘mémbe
ereusAcosta,LLDl}generalmana?irya’HMosesAbadllla, 17 ~highlighted the :need- for; contlnumg genmes. to control the - knifefis
1 i Pmec“}aﬁ - partnershlp among ."the mter—agency prijlatio:n:n Laguna de Bay. |

b

L : ; - : 1 : ) , -

e .- . ¥ il
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"DENR Sec. ‘Lopez-?'s*inampahdﬁ

TINAWAG na: *Tale _of
the .,:Emperor’s . New
Clothes’ ni Environmenta-

list at Running Priest Father .
Robert Reyes si Department’
of Environment and Natu-.

ral Resources (DENR) _ Sec-
retary Gina Lopez dahil sa

hindi matugunan.nito ang ..

mangydring :graft and cor-

rupticfi sa kanyang.ahensya

na pinamumunuan.

Sa pdhavag-ni Rc'fég na.
isa sa mga Trustee of the

CoalitiofPof Clean Air Ad-
- yocates of the Philippines

(CCAAP) na ang corrup-

tion ay maraming mhukha
at mga mabulaklaking sali-
_ta subalit taliwas itordahil

sa hindinaman nito mapa- -
hinto ang katiwalian sa go--
© 7., si Lopez-ay itinanggi ang

byerno.. ! o

Napag-alaman na noong.

Eniera. 10, 2017, sinampa-

han ng kaso sa Ombudsman.

ng grupong United Filipi-
no Consumers and Com-
muters (UFCC) at Airboard

"~ Company si Lopéz nxisa’

rin dating  trustee ng

CCAAP- bunsod na rin sa
hindi nito pag-aksyon sa
ilang mga reklamo, na idinu-
log sa kanyatg tanggapan
sa umano’y oyerpriced at
depektibong  pagbili ng
DENR sa Air~ Quality

Monitoring, na Jubhang ma-,

- panganib sa kafugan ng

l“ga-‘,tao' - t—"- P

Ayon kay Reyes ang pag-
sasampa ng kaso kay Lopcz
ay dahil na'rin sd'hindi nito
pag-aksyon sa'maanoma-
lyang pagbili ng bilyong
piso na air pollution moni-
toring equipment noong
2003 ng DENR kahit na
ilang beses ng ipinarating
sa kanya. ang reklamo.
. Lumalabas na mismong

alegasyon at sinabi na wala
raw siyang pinanghahawa-

kan.na ebidensya’ gayundin -

wala siyang alam na may-
roong maling ginawa ang
kapyang mga tauhan at
tangitig nalalaman lamang

niya na ang’ mga machine
ay.hindi n: apagbibigay na

{amang-report hinggil sa air,

polliution na mararandsan
sa bansa dabil sa hindiitc
calibrated.

Sinsisabi na imbes na mag-
14bds ng kautusdn si Lopez

para bumuo ng independent

na grupo;na magsisiyasat sa
anomalya at mag-a-audit ay
nilinis pg nito ang mga
inaakusaban na katiwalian
ng mga tao nito na posibleng
hnmantong sa *whitewash’
ng kaso.
Nag-react . naman - si
UFCE president’ Rodelfo
“RJ"-Javellana sa naging
pahayag sa publiko ni Lo-
pez makaraan nd siya ay
sampahan.ng kase ng gru-
po-sa Ombudsman.
Napag-zlaman na mismo
sa.bibig ni Lopez lumabas
na ang DENR Air Poilution
Ménitoring Machines ay
overpriced at hindi palaging

calibrated subalit. wala siya

makitang ebidehsya na may

1

|
|

U

hgkdso sa meudsman

maling ginawa ang kanyang

sib sila sa pwesto, 7

L Sa T¥a 'pang kaso fia isi- .
~na

pa naman ni Airboard
Cojnpany Manuel Galvez,

naniniwala ang mga- ito na .

- dafjat: ha aalis sa pwesto: si

. Lopez bunsod na rin.sa
.inchmpetency para aksyunan .|

,anginaganap na anomalya. .
. Pa kasalukuyan mayroofl
alif: nagaganap.na.bidding
-kabgnay sa naka-iakdang
_pagbili ng kaparehong
','l]:as' ingkapan~na nagkaka-
a

Jaga ng P500 milyon at
‘‘muling gagamitin ay

" kafulad pa rin ng Terms of

‘Reference (TOR) na giné-

. mif'noon nang bilhin ang’

lapvestyunableng Air Moni-
toring Pollution Machines.
Dahii dito, nanawagan si
i Jayellana kay Pangulong
- Rodrigo Duterle na mag-
. utos na magsagawa ng
: jndependent investigation
rira‘ na rin sa kaligtasan ng
publiko. (RGJ

.mgii tauhan upahg, kanyang' |

FINGS
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HIDDEN AGENDA

By

ARY.ANN LL. REYES

'

o

T

The issue of whether or not to pro-
mote renewable energy in this country -
has always been a touchy one. :

To accelerate the development of. |
emer%n'g renewable energy resources, .
Republic-Act 9513 or the Renewable ., |
Energy. Act of 2008 provided for a..}
feed-in tariff (FIT) system for.electric-. | §
ity produced from wind, solar, ocean,{-_
run-of-river hydropower, and biomass
to serve as an ihcentive toproducers. -

. ‘Unfortunately, these incentives given -
to producers of renewable energy come in the formg
| tariff given to producers and these FIT-payments are'recov-
ered from end-consumers via the FIT charge that appears in
our electricity bills. - o : O

~The incentives are granted on a first-come-fitst-sefved
basis; Amorg the incentivés enjoyed;are prioritgl, dispatchii

the Wholesale Electricity Spot Matket (WESM
rateof P8.69 perkwh. = = - e
~ Once the installation target is met, no new FITs will be
given for that period. Plants outside the FIT scheme have to
sell their output at market prices.” .. o
':Durihtﬁ; the first contrac:tinjlround- of FIT, the DOE in-
creased the installation target allocation of solar énergy from
50 megawatts in 2013 to 108 MW in 2014 in recognition of
-the investments and contribution of solar companies in the
energy Imix. B .
For the second contracting round whose deadline ended
in March 15, 2016, the quota for FIT eligibility for the solar
power sector is 400 megawatts. . . .
_The way the FIT system works, these power plants have to
build first before they can apply for incentives. And so ever
since the FIT system was implemented, about798.2 MW of
solar capacity was built, of which 100 MW were given in-
| centives under the first round. With 400 eligible under
" the second round, this left around 298 MW *stranded” and
without incentives. : o R
What the solar industry wants is for.the entire 798.2 MW
of installed solar capacity to be entitled to FIT) which includes
the 250 MW excess capacity. . - . f Sl

dedhkk

* But Energy Secretary Alfonso Cusi does netagree with this idea
of making the consumers pay to promote renewable energy sources.
 Just like President Duterte who believes.that developing coun-
tries like the Philippines cannot afford these higher priced energy
sotirces; Cusi said thatitis unfair thatelectricity consumers should
be subsidizing the cost of producing renewable energy through
tha FIT scheme. e e ' S

P_|

e e o] oot s s s ropee
e Ed ermument lil ‘cofisider the solar industry’s proposal to.
ncludethe excess so aljf:al%qtymthe second ot third round sinée.
dibesu *_m_x;forﬂjbqgg vafe sector that spent somul
e L-Qnsw:, ,.‘-. R daative, since BHET
- ‘Cusisaidhe would rath !Ii;j:hat r}b,ngﬁ;emmenta] organizations:
,anzgrgnﬁpubhcllagenmesl‘ iat-are pushing for renewable energy,
D these energy sources. F'ate; nange give grants to produgers

Hepublic. - jas. ' o

- And so those who are h pmg that the Duterte governmént will,
~support & chiange in the enérgy mix'in favor of renewable énergy:
- sources should give up-hojin'g.__ Lo BT

R . . v“‘}’&"““ s Jhay WA .

.. But-then, there are tho : iwho.believe that some producers of:
- renewable energy and theixig_sjupporters are resorting to dirty: tricks:
to destroy the image of ous traditional energy sources in order:to,
| promote their own. S e
... Just recently, there weré niews report about supposedly ailing
.Yesidents living near a 150-m é‘gawatt}c)oal-ﬁredpoég plmt};péfgtg- f
ing inside. t;hell_’etron Batagn:Refinery. in Limay, Bataan'aﬂégedl 3
-suffering*froni hedlth proby ems as;a result of coal fly ash or ash
| particles that fldat in the air-or that might have made its way to a |
‘waterway, - ¢ | . T

+ " A'mumber ‘of illegall sejﬁk;rs:near the refinery have said that
-they sufferéd from skin rashes as a result of.therc);al ash from the |
power plant. i . ‘
As a result, the Environmerit, Management Board reportedly .
issued a notice of ﬁolaﬁohﬁhﬂe the De%aftment of Envﬁ‘on;ge;ill
and Natural Resources (DENR), headed by Gina Lopez, threatened |
the ];:ompany Wlttﬁl a cease-and-desist order. R 1 1:' :
- Butit seems that Lopez, fhio is against coal-fired poweitplants |
and the mining industry, has been informed. P piEnt |
- SanMiguel Corp. (SMC) president Rarmon Ang has been quoted
An.one newspaper as saying that no less than the DENR has certified |
that the ash was inert or bepign. . ST
- Déspite this, Ang said i 4 has been recommended that Petron
construct a retaining wall to ensure that the ash in the Petro Limay -
termirial'4réa does not reach \the Alarigan River, He added that asa |
‘preventive-measure, they have put up earthen dikes even as they.
iare‘planr}mg to construct a permdnent retaining wall to make the
community feel safe, [l ' .

i~ Ang, who celebrated hiijfirthday yesterday, has been p_e;rsona]ly :

assuring Limay residents and the public that there is no coal spi ;
cause no coal is being used injthe facility (it is currently being tlggtlir?ien‘ :
using diesel fuel butit won't! e fully operational until next year); that
the residue found in'the homes of illegal settlers along the perir;leten '
walls are a combination of regular dust and limestone powder, a |
byproductof il refining certified by the DENR as non-toxic; that the
limestone powder is stored in A spedifically-constructed ash pond with |
dikes, faraway from the river'said to be affected by the ash; that the i
powder isthere Because the lpdal government, for sorme reason, would |
notissuea permit to Petron toitransport it toits cement manufacturing
facility where it will be used |ag raw. material; and that the pbwer is .

not “dumped” but is instead sold at $100 per ton to a sister company |

that uses it to process Cementﬁ'



P17 -

TE UPPER yu:
|
B 2

P‘IﬁGE LOWER HALF

STRATEG]ICI COMMUNICATION AND TN]TIATI‘%’ES SERVICE
P_ R |
H dden MWJM

 SMC's top execittive has also emphasized the fact that loc
health officials haye already said that the supposed skin rashes in
 formal settlers have complained about are actually scabies brough
about by contact withyinfected animals. .© -~ 0 3
i - Ang has also briefed 'Lopez on the matter, and after hearing
 the facts, she imriediately issued a peimnit for Petron to transfe |
. the [imestone ash to its proper storage facility and: decided not t i

i issue a CDO. - o B S T o
"i Petron is not abad neighbor as some would like the publicto,
 belieye. It has been one of Bataan's biggest source of employmen
Jivelihood, and scholarships. The compariy also recently opened . ‘
. * new, fully-equipped and staffed hospital that provides free medical:

L
3

. care to Bataan residents. . : -
-7 "And as publicly listed corporations and among the country/s
i respected companhies, Petron and pateiit’San Miguel would not be,
;| thatirresponsible to not pay attentioni to-d atter as important 51

taking care of its neighbors. T IR O (12
.| v As for Secretary Lopez, she should be very careful about her..
i| future pronouricements in connection with producers of traditional '

energy sources lest she be suspected. of trying to promote her fam-
:1 dly’s reriewable energy business. | - e L iy
‘17 For comments; e-mail at philsmrhid;_iermgenda@whoo.éam

-
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fancy candf-r S

S Beware of fancy-look.mg candles
f adomed with lead-cored wxcks because
‘3t canlead to healtl] 1ssues and, w'_ rse,
-death.- '

‘0" EcoWaste Coalition revealed that
_1 ;,t‘has found several candle retailers in
Binondo, Manila selling stch ‘hazird-
. us items, unmmdful of the medical
' "msks that may befa]l the unsuspectmg
£0NSUMETS, - =
¥ -FeoWaste representatwes went to
1 storesto'push retailers to énd; once
und forall, the unportatlon, dlstnbutlon
_ ,and sale of candles with leaded wicks.
The group also relterated its cam-
Haign to prevent the pubhc- e:gposure
- to datigérous ¢hemical and consumer

; products like lead whlchd:he group_

branded asa “potent neurotoxin.”

E -Coungilor Eufemio Lagumbay,
ulfo Lagumbay and Vlctor Ferrer Jr. has
‘contmuously batted for the strictmoni-
etonng of products including decorative

. ‘and elegant logking candles‘n‘to ensure-

khat they ate safe for the Consumers.
-FcoWaste had earlier notified

k t:ountry’s health authontles through
,the Food: and Drug Admlmstratlon
4(FDA) about thie trade of such candles

}, . other components contammw
F compllance by candle m
~ tradérsi?He.added. -
¥ Armed: with' copies ‘of the sald ad-
a v1sory, the EcoWaste Coalltlon ws1ted

ers‘ and

- inthe 1ocal market that would be 2 ﬁ: al’

' health,/provid;

the sale of allr candles w1th w1j:ks and v

h, t D =
ﬂ""ﬁ, ST ‘

to sell in other. countnes suchasi
traha,lean ,enmarkand USAL:- ;

«With the healthi-and saf ty of
the constmersin mind, partlc ! larly,

-children who arelmost vulnera 'le to}

lead exposure we request the. F
releasea pubhc healthwarnmga ainst
lead-cored wick candles andtos 'p i;'n- !
porters,: distribuitors and retailer: 'grom |
selling’such:toxic: ‘candles,” the gr u“p
wrote to the FDA i’ September
Respondmg to'the group’s’ _onﬁ
cation, the agency last month ssuedl
FDA Adv:sory 2016—146 entxtled “
Health Advxsory on Lead Core Wick
Candles: . < - H
“While the adwsory did n :t ban
the sale of leads cored wick candlesas’
we have sought, it clearly warn that{
the purchase ‘and use of such ar idles:
pose an ‘unmment.hazard to the: pubhc
g arelie that sue I rod
uets must not’ be produced and sold at:
all,”said Thony Dizon, Coorchlnator
EcoWaste Coalltlon s Pro_;ect P) qotect. !
“We're keepmg our fingers erossed t
that a follow-up- directive woulqpuﬂaw o

A'to

stores s llmg _ ese praﬁ ":lp’ara.

: tich asicandles and ifforted |

i ftore t;m;ners about the adversejhealth
ects o candlesw:thlead—

(ChltoA Chavez) coredwlcks

i _J__F_.(,._
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- on January .15,.2017, with the the

25||I Fﬂlllllllll!l IIIIIIVIEI‘SHI‘V
Flllllllla“ﬂll l(ll‘ ihe I'Illllllllllle

Barangays, 80 Provmces, 140

palities; Families and Friends Easth
The event is the 25th Founding

the Foundation for the Philippi

- beat Ma:quee Terit, EDSA Shangri-
den Wav. Ortigas. Centre Mandaluyor
Philippu:es. L
Highlights of the Celebration mclude
+ Welcome: Dr. Lourdes Simpol, Chair & CEO,
FPE ~ - SN S
- Keynote Message: Secretary Regina Paz Lopez,
" Department of Environment & Natural Resources -
- FPE Institutional Accomplishments: Executive
Director Oliver Agoncillo
.+ Recognition & Message of thc Staff
- Board of Trustees Turn Over ~~ -
- FPE Strateglc Plan (2015-2025 Dr Lourdes
Simpol
.+ Launch of National & Reglonal 25 year Anni-
versary Events: Ms Wilhelmina Gonzales
The Foundation for the Philippine Environment
. was established on January 13, 1992 to help miti-
. gate the destruction of Philippine’s natural resources.
FPE was created through a process of nationwide
consultations with 334 Philippine non-government
organizations (NGOs) and people’s organizations
(POs) and 24 academic institutions. The Philippine
MNGOs and POs took the lead in conceptualizing and
“organizing FPE and its subsequent program direc-
tions. The collective efforts of the Philippine and the
United States government agencies and NGOs paved
the way for the funding of FPE, making it the first
grant-making institution for the environment in the
_ Philippines:
FPE’s' Primary Focus National and Regional
Environmental Agenda
FPE has identified specific priority concerns to
comprise its National Environment Agenda (NEA),
namely, mining, loggmg, unststainable agricultural
and ﬁshmg practices, renewable énergy, solid waste
and air pollution, clitate change and disaster risk

. reduction and urbanization and land-conversion.

The NEA was derived from thé fesults of the
Foundation’s Regional, Envmmmental Agenda
' (REA) discussions, a series of “grounded and com-

mumty -based consultatwe processes whlch mvolved

UNA SA BALITA . ---»j

. 8000, Philippines, Telephone:

FPE’s partners {evil spciety: orf amzatlons coope-
rativesy volunteers and people’s and‘indigenous peo-
plefs:orgeni tl_ons) ‘Thése meeti ,"gs drew out the re-
gic (Euzon,V'sayas and Min anao) perspectlves
in ‘efivironmerital protection fro f:the participating
membeis-and also solicited i inp ﬁﬁom the Founda-
tion’s Board of Trustees, Regio al Adwsory Coun-
cils (RAGs) and'staff. The natio 'al agenda was for-
mally.esfablished in 2011.

Apphcatlons for-FPE Grants ;Apphcants for the
FPE-gtants are rcquu'ecl to submjt a full project pro-
posal. For more information, co tact Praposals for

: FPE grants:should be addressed 0 the Executive Di-|

rector and submitted to fpegrant @fpe ph, copy fur-
nished the appropriate offices belf ow.—

For Nation-wide Projects: Pr gram Development
Office, 77 Matahimik-St., Teachefs’ Village, Quezon
City 1101 ‘Philippines, "Tel: ( 32) 027-2186/927-
9403/926- 9629 Fax: (632) 92 -‘8022 E-mall fpe—
grants@fpe.ph N ]

For Luzon- based Pro_|ec
al Unit, 77" Matahimik St., Teachers’ Vlllage, Que-
zon Clty1101 Philippines, Tel: 632) 927-2186/927-
9403/926.9629, Fax: (632) 92 53022 E-mail: fpe-
luz@fp ph' - - I

- For Visayas-based Projects|! szayas Regional
Unit, Room 23, 2nd fIr, Vel-Qiano’ Bldg.,1 M.C.
Briones ‘corner A.S. Fortun |’Street Highway,
Mandaue City, Cébu 6014, P, lilippines Telefax: |
(6332) 345-6255, 345-6254, E-mail: fpeviz@ipe.ph

- For: Mmdanao based Pr Jects ‘Mindanao.
Regional Unit;Daor 4, Eliza T}inhouse 6th Street,

Ecoland Subdivision Phase 1, Matina, Davao City
63 (082) 285-3451;
E-mail: fpemin@ipe:ph :

- For more information, co tact Bahay Kubo |
Global. System, Inc, Dr. Jose Pepito Manansala Cu-
nanan, Phone: Smart 0919- 9923630 pepz2002@ya-
hoo.com;;. pcunanan@gmail.comm.;; Facebook: Jose
Pepito- Cunanan; Anselmo “Mai?? Garcia 0908 535
9645, moi. garma@gmall com; *Rebecca Miranda:
0919 805 1940 rebs_105711@yahoo.com; Rober-
to Vera Cruz 0918 520 4078 robeitveracruz@yahoo.
com.ph; Dr. Venerando Catarfoja 0999-5016273:
venerando.catarroja@yahoo.con; iDionicio Antonio
0932 386 1515 <ammani _agrid0@yahoo.com>; Ed
Manugue 0919 555 0347 <edmgnugue@yahoo.com;
Dan Rxcohermoso 0908 216 59 l6 <dan7r1ches@ya—
hoo.com; :

JUMSA Peace &- Developm ent Foundation Ine.
& Jumsa Tradmg Corporatlon Inc. Princess Jum
Unga Angel 0999 455 0910 Mam Office: Lampaya,
Talipao, Jolo; Sulu jumsafoun datlon@yahoo com;
Radzma Angel-0998 245 6631. <www jumsa.foun-
dation.com>

Nature’s Thnvc Davao C;lty Mantess Cam-
pomanes Gacotano Alaba, 09 7 9951008 natures-
thrive@gmail.com. i
*~Thlay.ng Bu ,ay at Pagasa F gndanon Inc. Hanbi
ICT Center, C- 3, Navotas City, {2 351 2384, tulay@
hanmail.nef; Dyce Gonzales 09 2 320 3513; Nestor
Valfongo 0939 480 9419 i ‘

LOWER HALF




i R e e Y T A B s T ———— )

DEOPLEG

BITOURNA L e

DATE UPPER UALE

i e | | TOWER HALE

izt

: FI"ALTHOUG , the Flhpmo people want the
‘ emment to develop more 'Word-class tourist spy
- they -"however, sup ﬁ*'-’“ 6] ts;that

‘una LRép. C ‘3%"3&'-2
jeme park because”
%!'blodlversﬂy '

of Rep .
ori-Natural ResourCes,‘saId the
ince, beiifg; “ﬁhe!-last frontier SEtheediintry, sho'
preservedh 2 e Iyt 8 .
The 400-Kebtate under sea thepied p :
ed to be finished by the year2020:ewill suppo delj# :
feature restaurants and 1ounges 51x metersq, low |
sea level. : -
Beyondqbemg just a tounst‘ atl:rachon, COI‘OI Is-
.Jand is.a- erucial habitat for- many -wildlife
dlsruptmn ‘may-cause gravefeffects on the errv1r n- I
‘ment and to the people. - -
The mdlgenous Tigbanua. people in Coro
displacement and eviction from their.ancestralland. .
{ just to grve Way to the proposed sprawhng mdrine |
park T

% ‘Committee:
ol
w
:L
!
e

A

: eorals fora theme park no way, ‘l
sl Bnviroamentalists and local residedits; whoselive: |i
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Coron 15 woF  Biln Potbem
. OnJan. 9, Nickelodeon announced its : . '
;plan to build a* 10o-hge;cféfe;u'hde'rsQé-'
‘therned attraction and ‘resort.as. part

.of Coral WorldPark's (CWP) 400-hect-
-are *master-planned - developrent "in
;Ccron,;Palawa,n. B
. The global-kids brand of Viacom ln-
ternational Media “Networks - (VIMN)

! with underwater resort developer Coral
| World Park Undersea Resoits Inc. to put
, “first ‘Undersea- atiraction and
' Nickelodeon's first resort in Southeast
 Asia” located amid a cluster of 16 white

sand islands of the CWP. . I :
-t was like a slime irv our faces, onlyit you will undeniably d
| didn’t mean honor as’in Nickelodeon '
' Kids" Choice ‘Awards, ' whén, we found’
‘out that the said development would
“ cover 70 hectares for' résort's accoms-

‘modations,and 30 hectares for themed
- attraction of our country's last ecologi-
- cal frontier, ' R

;up._the

}:/ in_addition, there’s a plan to ‘build
‘Underwater lounges ‘and- restaurants,
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e
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i said in a statement that it will partner -

v

said'Oposa;

" land-based and the only infrastructure in the

water is floating.

Oposa welcomes the clarifications from CWFP
and Nickelodeon but questions the plan just
the same. “They said it will be land-based, but
with floating structures—which wil stilf be an-
chored somewhere,” Oposa said in an email in-
terview with Manila Standard Young Life.

Some of their statements, she added, also
contradict the original statement by Viacom.

Despite the recent developments, Oposa
urges the publicto remain vigllant. “The public
needs to be wary because we haven't seen the
master plan yet.”

She said their group will continue to com-
municate with the developer and look at their

- #By ‘building arti
rupt-Palawan’s marin

. '$PS and other environment
ists ‘call on the local ‘governmént of ' up a theme
Palawan, ‘Nickelodeon and CWP to  mean
junk their plan, which ¢ould '
the area’s world-famous... pristine not b
coastlines, tich forests-and-:diverse " ter,
marine ecosystem. .o 0T ¥

al “structu
ama-ge and d.' B
e idcosystemns,” . Amig.
o of Palawar
ntal.dctiv- . piicati'o ¢

destroy | annot

D elépn?‘en'ts,

-

create job and business opportunities tolocals.

But Oposa remains on the nature’s side, saying, ;

“There are many developments :that provide local

jobs but are still destructive to trlwe environment.”

Environment an_c:in;a' ;e
(DENR) secretary Gina. :

éme parkin the provinceé: CWE;:
while, backtracked on its earlier
ment and clarified that it Js;
Mg “any " structure underwa:- '
they said, would be |

-

Even Lopez asserts that Filipinos’ welfare, es-

pecially that of farmers and fishermen, is much
raore important than the money these businesses
wauld earn from the development.

On the other hand, according to data from Pala-
wan Council for Sustainable Development (PCSD),
only 0.6 percent of Coron’s live coral coveris in ex-
ceflent condition. While only one percent in very
good and 3.2 percent in good condition.

This is where Oposa’s words ring true. “If you are
sincere and serious about marine conservation,

the money allocated for the underwater theme =

park would be invested in marine protected areas,
sustainable livelihoods for local communities, and
environmental education programs.”
Sure, many people would perhaps pay to inter-
L |

£ imwnfinmtr Datriel Star anrd

umtok2 !

e
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The hashtag #CoronlsNotBikiniBottom refers to
the possibility of transforming parts of Coron
into the fictional town in Nickelodeon’s hit series

SpongeBob SquarePants

e

e,
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Sinumang nagpanu-

kala ng pagpapatayo ng- -

Nickelodeon Theme Park
_sa Palawan ay ideya ng:
isang‘insensitive deve-
‘loper. .

" Ttoangiginiitni House:
Natural Resources Chair :
at Bayan Muna Rep. Car-"
“Tos Isagani Zarate kasabay:

_ngmaringpagtutolsa pa-

nukala rignViacom Inter-

‘ natmual Media Networks.

at underwater resort de-
veloper Cotal World Park
Undersea Resorts Inc. na

. magpatayong Nickelode® *
on Resort and Attracuon'

" sa Coron, Palawan

tion 1801 at Proclamation
212 ang pangangalawa at
pagblbigay proteksyon sa
“fnarine habitat at forest
~reserve sa Coron kaya na-

man anumang paglalapas- .

e mangmglsda at katutubo
Aniya; nakasaad Pro- sa,Palawan.

clamation 219, Proclama- -

PAGE

~
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Ang balak na 400- hec-
tare undersea-themed
park ay kaya umanong
tapusin sa 2020 at isa-sa

magiging atraksyon mito

ay mga restaurants at

founges na nasa 6 meters

_tanganan nito 2y makn'&w—uczow*mvel ngamit

na labag sa batas
‘Dapdap pang mamba-

batas, sa halip na ipataloy
-ang pagtatayc ng nasa- -
bing pasyalan ay atupagin-

na Jamang ng gobyermno

ang mga development:
program para sa mge -

nanindigan si Zarate pa
kurig sa ibang mga bansa

ay tinutuligsa ng mga

environmental groups
angmga itinayong marine
parks dahil sa masamang
epekto nito sa ecosystem.
(Tina Mendoza)
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DAVAO™ i enty five
years ago, on jan!'i5ithe ‘then
-20-square-meter ;' incubation
and ‘breeding room’ of: the
Philippihe , Eagle| ‘( - in

Malagos, -Baguio District;’ here

" erupted into cheers . and h.lgh

: fives.

=3

At last, after 14 yearscof re-‘

y search, the Phlhppme -Eagle

Foundation {PEF) had: managed
to conceive through amﬁc:LaI
insemination, and hatch, its
first eagle named Pag-asa.

* “Iwas there at that time. Ev-

. €ryone was anxious as the chick
refused to break out of its shell
on its own,” Dennis- Salvador :

+ PEF's executwe du‘ector Te-

. called. . .

- The chxck apparently need-
ed help, prompting'a PEF staff
member to crack open the  egg.

"Everyone cheered once the

. hatch was .complets, " ‘Salvador
- said, adding that then :Davo

City mayor Rodrigo Duterte de-

clared that day “Phlhppme Ei-.’

’

gle Day (Pag asa Day).”™ "+
PEFs bréeding’ manager

| Dommgo Tadena descnbed as
. fa very unforgettable feelmg”
' the staff's anncxpahon over. the

o momentous event.

LTI ST

“We d1d not go to’ sleep

Dine Eagles. It is best known for

" Eagle Center in Minnesota, an'"

e —

y: (el
long bef:‘ore:gﬁ UL
53 g
Tadena old tﬁ’e Ingiiref. :
Pag,{ aazrcrmcally endant
gered; ea,gle Adrew attention on
globalf effo ;
ronmem;,and

’,F mtroducmg spec1es .
in places where-they had been ex— "

its project that € gy
ing endangered spec1es and
mounting' educatlon 'ampalgnsf ‘
to save thems has ‘Soxfar pro- .. !
duced 27 captwe-bred Philip-

its success m|the c ) nve propa-
gation of the country ] namonal
symbol.. :°

According to the Natlonal :'

eagle in the wild that makes itto-
aduithood nnght Iwe 20 to 251
years. But in captxwtyqeagles;}
are known to live much:longer, ! L
up to 50-years, due to, lascon—l'!
trolled envr.ronment, utrlent-A
5 i1
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‘The - Philippine Eeg
d's largest bird of prey,_ ;

in 1965 and was later classrﬁed ‘
“critically endangered" by’ the: .
International |, Union for the
Conservation of Nature. It was |
‘declared the country’s natmnal
brrd in July, 199s5.

Today, ‘there "are only? 400'
-pairs remaining in the wild:. :

. Following Pag-asa’s success :
Salvador said “the great. Phlhp- l
pme Eagle is not only. our ﬂ‘afi

hipj[species] for wildlife Z' -

. Twenty-one years te!
hatching, Pag-asa and his mit"e,t B’
Kalinawan; produced a fema I

“turn'three ori Feb. g.
' L'rke her father Mabuhay i

_REGAL Pag -asa turns 25 today (Inset) Seemg the eaglet hatch was

ficial insemination;” Whlch,'__‘
staff —PHILIPPINE EAGLE FOUNDATION  *

volves collecting the semen of -
e "eagles and unplanting N
an 1mprmted donor for artificigl +‘them into female éagles.  * . -
insemination,” he'said.’ ' : Salvador said aside frombe- ;
" The- foundation' has been., ing an unportant semen donorv

“unfor‘g}e'tta_ble,"f‘:srai'dl_PE F..
. iy . N

. - B V‘ N
SF w i :

rich dlet and vetennary care.

‘After Pag-asa’s hatchrng,
Salvador said the center was al-

method of presemng orgamc
_materrals using quick’ freeze
substancés like llqurd mtrogen

. 80" able to establish 1ncubatron

'to store semen from mal -im-

trying to breed eagles in capt1

for the breeding program, "Pag-

and rearing protocols, since the ' pnnted males : e ty to increase the brrd's pOpula asa"Wlll continue to serve as a
eagle "helped establrsh good i o tion. .- ; heacon of hope for the s ecres
practices.” - . . Hand-reared d t_each our people abo.ut the

,x;l‘he center also started ex-
i3 -—.cryogemc techmques a.

O

pl

“Pag-asa was. hand-reared

.-end subsequently developed as

.~'l;
A N |

Phrhppme Eagles lay an eg
only. once every two

porthrrce of our natural her-
,ge INQ ) L
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“DriedSea horse
“nakumpiska =

“NAKUMPISKA ka- |

makalawa ng Phxhppme ’

. Coast Guard ang hindi pa :

" madeterminang halaging -

* pinatuyong seahorse sa -

" barko na nakadaong sa .
" ‘Manila North Harbor:

- Bago ito ay nakakuha,

- ng 1mpormasy ang °

' Coast Guard |

e Sinabi ni PCG pokcs-f= |
s-person Comms '
- mand Balilo na’ nadls- !
~kubre sa'isinagawang. m—*‘; |
: speksyon alas-3 figumaga. © !
-'na mga punatliyong sea- ‘
- horse at iba pang enda.n-,‘; !
gered spemes ang lama.n R
. ng truck. s !
“Representatives ﬁ'om 3 !
- the Department ¢f Envi- :
. ronment and Natural Re-
sources are stl.ll at'the
North Harbor to éxamine
" and identify the other
: smuggled marine-
species,” ani Balilo. - !
:+ Nakadaong, ang MV
. St Francis Xavier sa Pier |
4'ng Manila Nozth Har-
bor. Pag-aari ang barko. - I
. ng 2Go GroupInc, . . I
|
[l

Idineklara: ang mga
: drxed horse bllang scrap. *
plastic, dagdag ni- Bahto N
« —Inguirer ]



STRATEGIC € (bMMUNl(“A'iION AND INITH ’k’HVﬁS SIE

-

FAoR

Group claims Zt-aFﬁbaIesf‘ k-
‘%ov allows nickel ore hauli

ELARIA, ZambaIeS' Antl -min-
zlng advocates in this pIovmce
?clalmed that the provincial gov-
.ernor has allowed a mining firm
-here to haul stockpiles of nickel
‘ore from the moeuntains to the
port’in the guise of doing envi-
‘tonmental rehabilitation.
" Concerned Citizens-of Santa
Cruz (CCOS) chairman Benito
Molmo said over ong million
metnc tons of nickel’. ‘ote with
‘a conservative estimate of P750
million are bemg hauled out of
‘the mountains of this town into
:the Binabalian port of Benguet-
Corp Nickel Mines, Inc. (BNMI),
Molino said the recent Mem-
orandum of Agreement (MOA)
signed by Zambales Gov Ainor
Deloso with Westchinamin,
.des¢ribed as a small scale
‘miner, has allowed the said

firm to'haul its over a million

-metric fon stockpile of nickel
‘ore from the mountains,

- Deloso, however, denied the claim.
. In a:text message to The Manilz
' Zirmes Deloso sald there is o min-
mg operation in 'Candelaria town.

“Not true, no mining opera- -

‘tion here, removal of dangerous
“and "hazardous waste per order
'of the Department of the Envi-
“ronment and Natural.Resources
~(DENR),” the text Imessage said.
“What is bemg done i evacu-
- : ation of waste, not'mining, he
. said; adding "Not plled up near
; Uacon Lake).” ©

Malino said i 1t was Deloso who .

. appmved of giving Westchinamin
i the Ote Transport Permit (OTP) is-
. sued by, the DENR's reglonal Mines

. and Geosciences Bureau (MGB).

- He said: Deloso signed the MOA .

on November 11 2016 allowmg
| Westchinamin td haul down the

- bilitation and stockpiling ifva ‘

£

its clean-up measures whic¢ yi's;
dirgctly inconsistent with his first |
executive order declating a minjing -
moratorium in Zambales and the
need for public consyltation,” o
“Because of this, Westchma ; i:i
has been hauling the StOCkale in :
Barangay Uacon, Candelarialvia
Lucapon -South Santa Cruz and
taking it.to the Bmabahan bn
of BNML" Molino added,. |.! *
‘The hauling reportedly be 'an
after Christmas last’ year. . |
‘The CCOS$ chairman said t
MOA is illegal because nlcfel

extraction in the name of refia- -

mmlng site is illegal.. S
“The use of heavy equipme tis ;
not-allowed in small scalé mip- ;

-ing, and extraction in small scale

mmlng is limited to 50,000 tgns - -
per annum,” Moljno said. |- -
The* Supreme Court hasj
stopped mining operations |{of -
all stall scale niining companies ,
in Zambales ‘during the timie[6f ;
former Gov. Hermogénes Ebdane
Jr.and Deloso ordered a mmiora- .
torjum-on mining in: Zamba]'eé _
on his first day in office last e ar B
Mohno added that the M@B .
regional director should be inves-
tigated about why Westchinamj
was allowed to extract nickel fro m
2015-2016 using a rehablhtau 1
permit MGB issued. Sl
He also urged the § governme t,
particularly the DENR, to stg
the hauling operations and o -
confiscate the stockplles i i
He $aid the residents of Ba-
rangay Uacon in Candelaria .
has~been protestmg the mckLl
extraction in. Duplac, Barang y
Uacon because the alleged r L

habilitation by Westchmamm L3
nnllnfma Taran’ 'dlrn ' :
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| ex-DENR ‘exec over d

Tﬁe Sandiganbayan has dis- -

VS

missed: charges against a for-
mer official of the Department .
of Environment and Natural
Resources due to inordinate
delays in the prosecution of
the case. - o

A recent resolution by the
anti-graft court’s Special Sec- -
ond Division granted Mario
Rofio’s motion to dismiss the
case against him. Rofio is a
former undersecretary for in-
ternational commitment. and’s
local government affairs.

*that the O

He was charged with two
counts of violating Article 218 of
the Revised Pen Code (failure
of accountable officer torender
accounts) for his failure to settle
104,238 in cash advances he

" received in 1999 and. 2000,

In a-fesolution signed by
Associate Justice Samuel Mar-

‘tires, the Sandiganbayan said

the inordinate delay violated
Rofio’s right to- the Sspeedy
disposition of cdsés.

“The anti-graft court added
tice of the Om-

i

budsman’ doész not.havéf ; y
acceptable justification for the
delay in the investigation of

. Court:records show that tl}e
ombudsman filed the formial
complaint against Rofio on Sep.

26,2011 and not on Feb. 14, 3014, "

as the prosecution claime \
From this dateiup to the filing
of the information before the"
court, it meant the ombudsmary!
took four years, eight montl
and. 26 days to complete th .

e

preliminary irivestigation. - ‘

- Rofio, in his motion, said !
it took seven

f - moriths before
the complaint.against Rofio, |, *

ears and four

in-court.

hold departure order against

tion said the ombudsman took
only two years, four months

and four days to resolve the

complaint against him.

' —Rhodina Villanveva |

e case was filed - !
. The Sandiganbayan ordered |

that the bail bond he posted be _:
returned to him and lifted the -

In'its comment, the prosectys: -
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ormer Enwronment and Natu ‘al -
Resources Undersecretary Ma :
Rofio has been cleared by the San- ;
dlganbayan_Second D1v1s1on in cjn -
 nection with the'uriligiidated fask advancgs -

made in 1999 aﬂ'ﬁ 2000 i
r;;He was char 'th ounts of viola
‘ tmn of Article 218‘of-the Rewse d Penal Cogl

for fallmg to hqmdate travel cash advanc
from 1999 and 2000 He took P25‘500 forl
mp to China baclkdj December“l999 ‘thely
another P78 73Q,!for hxs Swei en tnp on Mé"."
2000. The total algounto hlsj.c,a_'sh,advanc f“:l,u
wagP104,238 N IR
Ronoarguedmatl kpre s‘

- _years and four month. before
ﬁIed hefore the con .«M-?—v

mined that it tookﬁour A
26days. “The quesq""
delagg astohave v101

ol

The court said thet,;e , 3
' _]ushﬁcat:on for the: deIaym thé mveshgatlon ofj:
thie complamt agamst Rotio. The‘explanatmn i
given by prosecution, that the delay was rea-|
sonably attributable to the ordinary processes i
of ju .§t1ce was ungece, tab,letoﬂ@ccurt i
xﬁ aresuit the'co declded to. cIearReno r

e ground ofﬁwrdma elay amountmg

toa transgressmn ‘of the nght to a, speedy
dls%osmon of cases Y e




