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Duterte and Trump-‘”

accept that thlS is very small and nér-
row-minded of me, but I must say that!

would rather be in the Philippinés con-

tending with a narc1351strc-persona11ty-
_disordered man like Rodngo Duterte than
in the United States contendmg w1th a nar-
»crssrstic-personahty-dlsordered man ‘like
,Donald Trump, What are thie odds of the

"two ‘Countries électing’sirhilarly yﬂlctEd'

personahtres‘? I cannot venture to say.

It'i$ a close call, butin the end, Trump
‘ loses ‘How-or why? Readon. .

Fitst, on the choice of Cabiniet members
‘ and advisers. This is where Mr. Duterte'ap-
pears-to be better than' Trump Of course,
. there are.cases where it is close, as, for ex-
“ample, his choice of justice secretary com-
pared with Trump’s choice of attorney gen-

eral (the rough US:equivalent). Serw. Jeff Ses-

sions, the nominee, reportedly has “anasty

civil rights record” and has been “dogged by .

.clalms of racism and brgotry throughout his

career.” His “history and present positions
make it undeniably clear that he ¢annot be
entrusted to- uphold, equal ]ustlce, c1v11
righits?orthié Hight td VL8 TWOWS »*

. ovTrump-has exposed’ himtelfto rcharges‘ -

.of nepotism, with the appointment of his
son-in-law: as senior adviser. Mr. Duterte’s
two .sons and daughter -are, nowhere in
sight as far as positions in hls adrmmstra—
tion are concerned. Good. - .

. Further, his choices havef‘not fhet’ w1th
nearly as much cntlasm as. Trump'’s choices
(especra]ly from' civil ‘society, since . the
Democrats seemlto have lost their tongues...
‘Does that sound familiar?). And rightly so. I
‘agree wuh those who thmkthat Mr. Duterte s

s s B
a-clos

“reluc nt.
. mostly; on tweets and such social media de-

ecall

P g,':n( 2N 2 r‘.r\-:f\

in o ‘
., meet, w1th the medla, relymg'.

“ 'v1ces( face-to-face mteractron) Andwhen'

. he.
L answ ,questkrons from CNN’s senior corre- :
; spo‘ndent]rm Acosta, and his press secreta:y

L SOLITA COLLAS- MONSOD‘ T

by

cholces (espec:ally of the Cabinet: members‘

whodeal with the economy-and gocial justice):
are the'saving grace of this administrationini: ™

+ 'Take, . for another exarple;’ ;Trmp S,
chmce of Scott Pruitt as administrator of the:,
Environmental Protection, Agency“.(EPA)
Pruitt is. considered a “climate: change den
nier” arid does not seem to believe in global ;
warming-or its effects. Plus he has sued the '
EPA on its.Clean Power Plan and on its regu-
Jations on methane emissiorfs Zrid TImip:
chaosesRith to be EPA ddiiistrater: AGood
grief.. Contrast that with Mr. Duterte’s ap-
pointment of Gina Lopez as environment
secretary. See the difference? .

" Next, 16t’s talk about their relations with

* the media. Both men hayeg at some pomtac-‘; ‘

¢cused the media of biased 6f false repomng :
And Mr. ] Duterte has beepkni wnto beboor-,
ishand msulnng to the medra."'But”he has ac-
commodated reporters, and’'never followed

‘up-on. his threats to limit his accessrbmty

Trump, on the other hand is extremely

e Mr D
i w1th their exaggeratrons, thei

: whichlexperts say, arean 1nd1catron of the'

B peri:ﬁahty disorder.-

y rﬁet with' reporters, he refused to!

'fe ied o ave Acosta ejected if he per—“

“askifig ‘questions. 1.don’ t”

ferté hag done that. Point for hint. ~ °

e thn:ii pomt of companion has to do
outrageous

staternents, Ftheir! lashmg out atrg‘thers‘n

- ill

Duterte has lashed out at Sen. LeJ.laJ N
de: Limna; ‘calling' 1 her the Phﬂlppmes drug
queet ,4.or words to that effect. De Lima's’
error 1When ‘$he:was chair of the: Commis-
sion. on Human Rights, she called -him,:to’
task: 1or the Davao Death, Squad activities

: (whlch ‘he had, publicly: admitted,; by the

way,‘ ds: e~had,adrmtted to various lol]mgs) .
i mps latest lashmg out is at.Meryl
Streep, whom he called-%one of thé most
ove ated actresses in Hollywoodf'-——whrch
sk umw diiordered PEGplé Chid Fotally
ignor eﬂfh'&tssrﬂomakmg thieir coneheids?
Streep has beennominated for and has won -
mor%EAcademy Awards than'any other ac-;
tress) plus Cannes Film’ Festival awards,
Emmys, and Golden Globe Bward St ! ,
beea'nalled, by ekperts, as the “bes actress‘

of her generation.” Overrated‘? :
at was Streep’s- “sin”?, Sle;:,,,

him ‘1:0 thik’ for using his: powen
tan 6 bully others. ;.r
B ut,rsn’t that what Mr. Duterte does 5%

That s SWhy'it 1s a close call ;
. - ',I.




: By Ben o. de Vera ll
- @bendeveraINQ

. Aid agency Japan Internanonal Coopera-
. tien Agency (Jica) has granted state-run
. Land Bank of the Philippines (Landbank) a
. 4,9-billion yen {over P2 billion) loan to
.support the agriculturé sector in the war-

" tornareas of Mindanao. © ' !
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‘In a statement, Jica said the. official de-

:.velopment assistance (ODA) under its yen
loan scheme was launched tlus ‘week

through a project dubbed “Hamessmg,

Agribusiness Opportunities: throug_h Ro-
bust and: Vibrant Entrepren'eursh1p Sup-

sportive .of Peaceful Transformatron" or
“Harvest.” - ‘

The project would be assisting agn-

! culture enterpnses as well as farmers’ co-
 operatives, among other, related organi-
- zations, in Mindanao, cha sald :

It would also provide human resoiirce

, training ‘and technical assrstance to Land-

" bank, agnculture cooperatwes and other

' relevant institutions, Jica added

“'Harvest presents opportumnes ‘to’

! help ordmary.Flhpmo farmers in Min-

: danao and related institutions grow the
* agriculture sector. Through the project’s
- financial, inclusion of farmers’ coopera-
. tives, micro, .small and ‘medium enter-
. prises, (MSMES) and .related. organiza-
_ tions, more mvestments and jobs will be

' 'cn;eated in Mindanao’s' conflict-affected

. areas,” Jica chief representative Susumu

o Ito said.

Rl Y

Government data showed that -in 2013,
agrrculture fishing and t'orestry account-
ed for over three=fifths of Mindanao’s re-
gional economy, employmg 68 4 of its
population. :

' Poverty incidence, however remarned

"at over half of the popuIatxon due to the
- decades of conflict in several parts of the

1sland Jica noted.
" The Japanese aid agency and the
Bangsamoro Developrnent Agency had

'worked on the proposed Bangsamoro De-

velopment Plan (BDP) 2, the medium- to
long-term plan that erl gu1de deveIop-
mentin Mindanao.

.:Jica had been wanting to help roll out
under the BDP 2 a total of 26 anchor pro-
]ects spanning a wide array of socioeco-

nomic sectors in order to lift] ‘Bangsamoro’
people out of poverty by 2028 ;

‘Ififully implemented, the BDP ! 2 would
create about 550,000 addmonal bobs by -
2022, ‘while the region’s] economy could
grow as fast as 7.4 percent axmually, ac-.
cordmg to Jica.

- The anchor projects earher ~1dent1fied
by ]1ca and BDA under the BDP 2 Wére as
follows support for agricultural coopera- ,
tives; road rehabilitation. antlaupgradrng,
ports and alrport improvement; Greater..
Cotabato City urban mfrastructure com-
munal irrigation; economic- corrrdor de--
velopment; economic zones;"as well as

abacd; coco céir and sugar industrial clus-
L : ot S
- ---———~_I_‘___'__‘__ 77111&‘*"___” L . _ _

‘coastal
‘ development and Mmdanao river b*asut.

. e
AT AL TN ]

dprojects (such as goat farmmg
eld crop production); §eed
produono i center; halal industry, ~p’ro--
motion; ._!open market; cold chain facrh--
ties; cornmunlty~based forest “and’

Imanagement; mini hydropower:

integrated watershed as well as fldod.
manag jment ‘projects. i i
A2 05 stidy of the Human Develop-i'
ment Nétwork rioted that the unde‘rde-ij
velop ent of the Autonomous Regiont
in Musli un ‘Mindanao (ARMM) is lm,kedv‘
to the ong history of armed conﬂrct mﬁ"
the ar a' Actording to the said repert '

‘the wa" An Mmdanao costs around Psl to

7.5 bill
been u
project

The poverty 1nc1dence in, ARMMswas
at 55.8 pércent in 2012—much higher than,
_‘the national average of 25.2 percent and
39.1 pery cent. for the whole of Mmdanad :
govern" nt data showed. ' &
Smce 2002, Jicahas been extendlng as-
sistanc ;to about 30 programs and pro-
Mmda.nao under the Iapan-
NOLo Initiatives for Reconsﬂ‘uq
tion an \Development or J-Bird. . 1

i tel n

of 20 billion yen in deveIop. :

on annually, which could have'
ed instead to fund developrﬁenq

' e
: mt ?l-‘

03:.to 2015. itadded. INQ




STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION

1a

\‘JAN 29t

DATE UPPER HALF
{14 v
. PAGE LOWER HALF

AND INITIATIVES SERVICE -

on 1 of I2

The Duterte administration
én]oyed majority approval rat-
ings on key national concerns,
except for the issue of control-
“ling, inflation, Pulse Asia said
, invits fourth quarter survey.

Most Filipinos remained
apprematwe of the govern-.
“ment’s handling of ariminality

(84-percent), dlsaster T Tesponse »-

‘Rodygov't gets top marks ; |

nat’l i issues

(80 percent), corruptmn (76
- percent), OFW welfare (75
-percent), peace (72 percent),

environment {69 percent), rule

of law (69 pexcent); territorial
defense (65 percent), jobs (58
percent), workers’ pay (57 per-
‘cent) and poverty 3;1 percent).,

‘The government “however,

"confidencelevel B

ROdy L From P-aghe A

mﬁcant movements

i--were the decline in

adnurustratlon effor

. of workers (-7, perce

inflation (-7 percenta

v+ ¥For;the most pai
of the administrati

 failed to obtain a ma onty approval score
-on.the issue of contréllin:
‘sidered urgent by 3
‘—which was only at

. According to Pl

iling inflation - con-
- percent of FlhmeS
d44'percent. . -
& Agid, the only sig-
'izj,dunng the period
approvaI ratmgs for
tstoincrease the pay
1tage pomts) control
ge points) and reduce

. poverty (-8. percentage points}. .

t pubhc assessment
n's performance re-

- mains, constant between September and
+December 2016,” it 5

- The’ survey was'G

6 to 11, using { face-to fac

1,200 adults. -

a1d
enducted from' Dec

: Ithas an ex:ror ma_rgm of plus or minus
three  peicentage. pOJ'Ints at the 95'percent

i Helen Flores
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- Fake
.. Fake news is usually associ~ [+
- ated with the preyalence of social |
‘:media. B -
..~ In that ungoverned space, itis |
-easy for the uhscrupulous or the
‘reckless to pass on fake news, In
-this space, there is no editorial su-
-pervision to ensure truthfulness. It -
s easy to spread false information. -l
;under the cover of anonymity. This =~ - ‘
_'is why this age of social media spawned “post-truth” -
. politics. ' -
. But how do we éxplain the infiltratic

into the mainstream media? : b o
- Take the'case-of the supposed coal‘ash’adversely .
. affecting residents in Limay, Bataan: Thie town is the |
‘site of the sprawling state-of-the-art refinery facility
rporation. A power plant is also'located |

n of fake news | :

of Petron Corpo:
- inthe facility. . . -
- One broadcast organization broke the news that

residents in the vicinity of the “coal plant” were suf-
fering from skin diseases because of the ash pile. En-
vironmental groups, always primed to demonize big.
corporationg, picked up the story and began organiz-

| ing pocket protest actions. :
As soon as the story broke, San Miguel Corporation

- -president Ramon Ang dispatched a team by helicopter

‘to Limay to find out what was happening. Hewas sure
-this was fake news. When all the facts were gathered,
. “Ang himself faced the media to dispute;the broadcast .
account. S . T AT

- - Firstly, sdid Ang, this could not passibly be a coal, ;

*spill. There is no ¢oal in the entire complex. The power .

. plant under construction is beifig test run using diesel

" “fuel. That pfmt will not be operational until next year.
.~ The video catried by the broadcast group was not

* ‘coal ash ag claimed; It is limestone powder, aby-prod- -

“uct of oil refining certified by the DENR as rion-toxic.

- The broadcasters did not bother to correct this. - '

., ~ Furthermore, the limestone powderisnot“dumped”

*,as the television station claimed. It is stored in a spe-

cifically constructed ash pond surrounded by dikes
far away from the river. No river pollution happened. ,

" Were it not for the refusal of ﬂl:e local government

to permit transport of the limestone powder to a sister

company producinig cement the limestone powder

- .would have been trucked out. The powder'is valuable
commodity. Itis worth $100 per ton when transported -

for use as.cement. o N
" Local health officials, meanwhile attested that the
- skinrashes affecting residents close to the complexwas
* -actually scabies. It cannot be attributed to:limiestone
“:powder but to tick bites and infected domestic animals. i
. .- DENR-Secretary Gina Lopez, based on the fake
- ‘news, initially. wanted to impose a cease and desist
‘order on the Limay plant. After being briefed by Ang "
himself, she immediately issued a permit for Petron to
transport: the limestone powder to the cement plant. ,
. -:She was also briefed on Petron’s programs to care for
_the communities surrounding the facility.” -~ * .-
In the end, theére was really no basis for the alarm -, |
caused by irresponsible reporting.~ . = o
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Pangohns

Boxes of pangolins, sea-

horses and sea dragonswere”
seized by the Philippirie:

Coast Guard (PCG) at the

North Harbor in Manila yes= '

terday mornin

The PCG said its person-
nel recovered 58 pangolins,
14 boxes of seahorses and a
box ‘of sea’ ‘dragons from a

ment, 'valued at around P1

- million, is meant for export to

other. Astan countries. Many
Asians balieve the bod1es of

_,._these animals can. cureill-
1U-Wheeler truck (WDZ -726)

nesses-and have aphrodisiac

PCG personnel take an Inventory of pangolins seahorses and sea dra oiis seized f
Manila before dawn yesterday

gy EVELYN MACAIRAN quested the help of truck drxver

- |§i. Sueta Marjun and helper Benjlo

‘on board the M/V, St anc:s P :.IuEsh-e]lamsearchmg tﬁe ship.”

‘Kavier, - " " “The shipment was declared -
-Authorities believe the ship-

idi as scrap-plastics in the cargo
the shipment arfived at Pier 4 ' miariifest. :

of the North Harbor at aroundj fi - Representatives of the De--
3 a.m. yesterday. . ' partment of Environment and »
The PCG’sboard and searcHyt Natural Resources examined :.

1.,

team told the vessel’s skipperi”and identified the spec1es of
about the: sIupment and re =Ithe animals. | . :
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he Phﬂ]ppme Coasl: Guard on

‘Eriday found a truck loaded
.‘w1th dead and.prese.__ e

‘ Coast Guard spokesman Commander' '

) Iﬁ‘#‘f‘orce (PAF) Intelhgence Umt -+ The

Armand Bahlo said in, a text message' scraps. I
tothe med:a o Th'e_|team also discovered other
-'The. Str Francis Xawer\ s a ferry " cargo apoard suspected to contain oth-
th -Jphes,_the Iloilo- Bac od-Mamla~ " er varieties of endangered species. |
i Répi'e ntatives from the Depart-.
t- .mentof "_turalResources (DENR) ar- -
+ rivedat Pxer 4'to'examine and 1dent|fy ¥
Marshal Group and the Phlhppme the other séized marine species.
cargo an?d“the truck driver::
i gvere: :held at the Coasi?-

and his | .‘_,el 1

: T'-J@{l ded the vesse1 found a' truck
Td preden
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...» , . ‘
Coast guard seizes shipmont of dried mhom pani‘oﬁs ‘
}

: The Philippine Coast Guard on Friday seized early Fndag{a mls

 declaredishipment of dried seahorse and pangolins;ab d apas-

- sengér and cargo shlp MV St. Francis Xavier docked aﬁ:he ‘Mani- .
_JaNorth’ Harbor PCG: spokesperson CommanderArmand Bahlo '
 said 13 sacks of dried seahorse, 60 pieces of pangolms“or h
anteaters and a box of sea dragon were found-abg Jg!"i 10-wheel- ‘
er truck on the ship owned. by the 2Go Group docked at P1er 4. |
The contraband was. declared as scrap plastic, -JUI.I! M. AURELIO
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: CO'NTRABI\\ND SEIZED. Mernbers of the Philippine,Co%i’stGgarﬂ seize |

| 58 pangolins, 14 boxes of seahorses and 1 carton of sea dragorisat the an-' 1
thorage area of Pier 4 at Nairth Harbor in Manila; with the animals; costing !
-millions ofipesos inthe contraband trade, allegedly being exported to other -
Asian_n‘atibns-andsoldthereas‘_aphrodisiacs.Ndrma'nCruz_"ﬁit P
&
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The Phlllpplne Coast Guard parb'nent of Natural Resources Balllo said the PCG wll ﬁle ap-
(PCG) confiscated early yesterday - (DENR) also arrived at Pier 4to ex-  propriate cases against e shipper
morning large quantity: of dried * amine and identify the other seized  of the cargo. (Argyll Cyrus B.
seahorses on- board a vessel |n smuggled marine specnes : Geducos) .

North Harbor, Manila. :

Armand Balilo said boxes of the’
smuggled marine species were:
found inside MV St. Francis Xavier
docked at Pier 4, North Harbor, at
around3a.m. =

-He said the vessel plymg the
Iloilo/Bacolod — Manlla route, is.
owned and operated by 2GO Gmup: ;
Inc.. -
Upon docking at 2:56 a.m.,, the
search team composed of Coast
Guard Station (CGS) Manila, PCG
K-9 unit, Sea Marshal Group (SMG),
and the Philippine Air Force (PAF)
Intelligence Unit boarded the ves-
sel and located a 10-wheeler u'uckﬁ-
where they dlscovered the dried
sea horses. ;

The truck’s contents were origi- ¢
nally declared in the cargo mam—_ e
fest as scrap plastics. -

The team also discovered other
cargoes onboard they also suspect
to contain other endangered spe-
cies. |
. PCG, as of press time, was sﬁll
inspecting the other cargoes. )
critically endangered mammals
rket value of around P41 miillion.i

14 boxes of sea horses, anda carton of sea d
a:vessel docked at Pier 4, North: Habor, Man

%
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DAVAQ CITY - Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe will be adopting one of
the Philippine Eagles which is under
the care of the Philippine Eagle
Foundation, according to sources
from the nonprofit group.

" Dennis Salvador, executive
director of the PEF, said the agency
is hoping for improved partnerships
 between the foundation and its
¢ Japanese counterparts for further
research efforts especially with
endangered raptors such as the one
in captivity in Davao City, .
The PEFis a nonprofit organization

species such as the Philippine Eagle,
at its facility in Malagos, Davao City.
According to Salvador, the eagle
was captured in the Pantaron
Range in Talaingod, Davao del
Norte, last December after being
found limping in the forest. '
The eagle could not fly and had a
pellet gun wound in the groin.

in charge of the care of endangered,

'PM Abe to.adopt PH Eagle

However the eagle won't be at -
the ceremenial naming with Prime
Minister Abe and President Rodrigo
Duterte, as it is still recovering in
the facility.

At the moment, conservation
efforts of the PEF are mostly
voluntary, with the academe and
the private sector taking the lead.

There ‘are 36 Philippine Eagles

at the PEF facility in Malagos, with .
each of the eagles already adopted
by a benefactor.

Each eagle costs around £125,000 :
(¥289,600) In terms of upkeep per

year.
Salvador ciarified that the
ceremonial naming involved mostiy

a goodwill message with no talks .

yet of the financial aspect of the
adoption of the eagle.
The eagle will be named *Sakura,”

PUBLIC ATTAIRS OFFICE NEWS CLIT

after the popular Japanese flower .

which blossoms once a year. {Yas
D. Ocampo)

PINGS
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mvestlgatlon for openly

. defying his'orderto getrid
of illegal ﬁshpens and il- .

legal struetures that have

occup1ednearly70 pércent -

of the Laguna Lake. .

tylist Rep./Litd" Atlenza

aired the appéal as. he
noted that .LLDA’is still
headed by one of the few -~ -,
-remainingholdouts of the: -
Aquing admmlstratmn--

former Bii
Nereus Acos

ent:of - »and fa
ijral  <officials]

{A HOUSe leader yesterday urged--‘:.

Pres1dent ‘Duterte to’place theiLa- .
a__;___J guna Lake Development-
Authority, (LLDAY under *

. the ﬁshens .and other obstructions,”
Assistant. Mmorlty-.‘.; ; -
Leader and Buhay Par-- -

s boun by-the lake are losmg hope em

‘be ask d to explam why he failed to . ..
‘comply‘ with Duterte’s order to dis- .
,.mantle fis hpens and 1llegal structures *

) mt a person ofunquestionable

san and ateam playerto getridef .

Dut;'te, Atlenza stressed gave the
2 month since early December

‘to cleami] up thie lake but the agency ap-
. parent‘.l jdxd not touch any part of it.

erfolka d residents in the two proving: |

— T = [ e o e L
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DUTERTE ORDERTO DISM
'ON LAGUNA DE BAY IG

AN oppontmn ‘House ;e are heanng from.(the

* leader yesterday called -

.- theattention of President
“Rodrigo “Rody” Duterte

* to the non-implementa~
~‘_hon of his order to- im-
" tion; his directive w:Il 20
'_.nowhere because’ he,
. LLDA'is thé main culprit.
.Nothing was done for the
_past years under the
watch of General Manag- |

 mediately dismantle ail

; fishpens on 1 Laguna de:

. Bay.
“It's been almost a

. monthsince the President !

gave the order for the

Laguna Lake Develop- -

"menit . Authonltly (LLDA) .

arealibis for failure, Ifthe ™

" LLDA is° the Premdent’s‘

only souite of mforma—

LLDA for the prohfera—
t{on of fishpens arid ‘ille--

ﬁal structures on Laguna _

e Bay.

ithe TLDA has al-'

Iowed the prohferahon of
" thesefish
pens an

. Preventit from st sexvin:
a ‘catch basin for the
flow of rain watér:" 'Il'us

© tor of society,”

'Ih&bﬁsh-
the Waterhhes
“clog Laguna de Ba and _

?' support for Duterte’s di
“rective to d1sm;§ﬂ i

»

-
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the ¢leaning and clearing -
.Hot only of Laguna de -

o “Bay, but all other water -

bédies such as Manila
Ba Taal Lake, Lake"'
i, Lake Sebu andT.ake

" He said the LLDA is :

. notgnnnganaccurabepm—

-+i; ture-of the problem::-Ac-

li--. cording to their records, :
- only. 13,000 hectares of |

. immediate dismantling,. er Netic Acosta,” said causes massivegflooding - ‘pensanidillegal ctures- . Laguna de Bay are oceu-
\ and clearing’ of all #igh=, ; BuhayParty—hstRep L1to,. i, Metro Manila®an mLaguna de Bayki:~-" +- » pied by fishpens, which .
J andillegalstructures ¢ Atidaz . “Southern Tagalog.. More-' Since he w. hmayor “-is'about 12 percent of the
E:)ns Laguna de Bays‘A]l'-- : Ahenza blamed the “over, they dep and now BUHAYPartyl- - Lake's total area of 99,000
o = st representativelitie has - hectares.
' _consistently -a -advocated ._'Ryan Ponce Pacpaoo
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oreover, they"-'.': :
rive the small ﬁsher—

because the

: ‘the ‘main cul-

- prit, hing was done

for'the past years under

.the watch, of General
e A ‘

support_ for President :. I
Duterte’s directive to dis- thou
m.gntle fishpens and ille-. . he-

.ﬁ LS ,-'. c_'w’ P o J
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Davao City, B|I|ran
mmmgfree zones

‘By Marlcel V Cruz mon.vofnahne
Davao Rep .Alberto’ Ungab
. A PANEL in the House of Rep- authpr of HB 3166, or “An-Act,
resentatives has-approved mea- Declaring, the Clty of Davao a§
. ' sures declaring Davac  City and 2 Mmmg-Free Zone,” explame
4 Biliran province as mining-free that' *if" opened o mmmg 03
il

e e
e . Tl

Zones to protect their local resi- erations, a world-class city Jik
dents and the environment'from Davao City would unnecessarily.
the 'adverse effects of mmm g be endangered by deforestation’:
«..:‘The Hoise copintittee 6n nat- and the' risks'attributed to min i
‘uralresources, chaired by Bayan ing gince thé' placeis traversed: .,
Muna patty-list Rep, Cailos Isa- by Davio.River from- the hlgh x
| -ganil Zarate, passed House Bills - lands tothelowlands.”: ‘
.2166 and 872, declaring Davao Ungab said ‘the fresh wa
City and Biliran. Provmce, re- ters of Davao City, considere. i
«spectively, as mmmg—free Zones.. as one of the best waters in the.
- The bills recognize the constitu-  world, must be protected from)l:
tloualpmvnslon which states that “it  any form of pollution of degra-. ,
is the policy of the State to protect dation, to include the surround-|:;
ndgloaﬂco the right of the people  ings and" ‘envirdns-of its: sources!'-
Nitg d baliticed and héalthful ecology  underriestls s ground or abovel|:
i m aocord with the mytlnn &nd har- the ground. . ‘
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.

-7
ENVIRON-
MENTAL RED
ALERT —
Disastyr Risk
Reduction
and Manage- .

- ment Offlce
personnel
of Dagupan

"~ City help-out
flrefighters
in putting out

_ afire that
has spread
through the

- city’s dump-
site last
Thursday.
Winds have

"+ carried the

" hazardous

. smoke to
nearby areas.

- (.lo]o Rifioza) -
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" By Thenu s. Sarnaniogo
- @teksamamegoINQ

reatmg I1vable and sustain-

able communities entails

more than the use -of high

grade bricks and mortars,
=-. Every developer knows that

- for a project to be truly' success- -

" planning involved.

- times to take short cuts and de- -
’ vnate from the tedious method
" of planning for a particular de-
~ velopment, but no trustworthy :

ful,. there should be -proper

It may be temptirg some- .

developer would do such thing.

. As such, every responsible
. developer understands the sig- .

nificance of employing the ser- -
vices of urban planners to en-

_ Sure that every project will not

harm the enviroriment and will

benefit' not only those living

within the community but also

those within ne:ghbonng areas.

™ Professional deslgners
. “Urban planners are profes-
sional designers of*a town, a
city, a region or even a commu-

‘nity. They give these places a

face or an identity,” explamed
Arch Ma. Karmela Bayot, anin-
house -master planner for Sta.

_ Luc:a Land In¢. (SLLI).

- A graduate of BS Architec-
ture at the Pamantasan ng

-Iningsod ng Maynila, Bayot ex-

plamed to Inquirer Property
about the crucial role that an
urban planner plays in the suc-
cess of every developmer_lt.

holistic approach for the devel—

;opment of a commumity is usu-

ally based on the urban plan-
ner's design and programs,

“We are the macro design-
ers who would dictate the land
use and transportation plan of a
developer s projects. We are the
first to be' on the site to analyze
and study an area’s physical
condition and it$ potential for
{development,” Bayot related.

An urban planner’s work
can in fact go beyond thé de-
51gn and extend to the study of

:BAYOT

the socio-economic profile of a

certain town. It is normally the-
-urban planners who suggest the
.possible jobs that can be of-
-fered to the community;,

"We cannot force business

process .outsourcing related -

projects if the populatlon is
used to fishing or farming. We

. need to determine how to make

the best use of available spaces
and the how else can wé revital-

-ize the area,” Bayot noted.
According to Bayot, the . - :

L,

Enhancing environmerit .

According to Bayot, urban’

planning has long been a part of

-real estate development in the

Philippines.
+ “Even before the real estate
mdustry started to - develop

‘subdivisions, urban : planmng .
already exists in the country.In B

the history of urban planning,

architects, engineers ‘and even: ;
scientists have become urhan'
planner_s or masterplanners be-:

cause of their ideas to enhance
the living environment and in-

‘-the fundam
sign development It covers the -

*that it cah f;

o i L We all iy

] Dy N
- man-miade.

T 0wy,

T —

town or thei

-;c1ty," she said.
'Master:p

lanning referred to
entaI stage of de-

study of the, slope terrain, and
orientation, land puts into con-
. Sideration th. xisting facilities

nd natural ment

. w
n.spaces/]

wldth of si e

lmust; have a presence in every

developmen . And while it is -’

B ctrue’ that a eveloper can still -
. implement a. JI'OJECt w1thout an

r, there is: that risk .

B.ll due to lack of
A |

bam planne

proper study

ter 'commuml:y Other than the
physical design, I believe we
have .the social respons1b1hty
Hot only to our clients: but to the

: commumty as. vvell ” Bayot said.

: .Buildingfa character

Creating a community, ac-
cording to Bayot Jis like build-
ing the charatter of the people

- who will live there

I

F—

n to prowde abet-

© IR we cnuld only apply -

these to all thelfuture clevelop- .
‘ments, we mcy be abIe to revi-

talize our_clt',r and even avoid
*alammes .
claimed.  §© o

she ‘

M“.“‘

TRCEVERY DEVELOPMERT:

\troduce in ovatlons to thelr .
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!Arresponsmle devel per ﬁnderstands the s1gn|f|cance of employl

planners e a«m RIS : PERE R

Anurbanplanner’s work must go beyond design and extend to
the study of the socio- economlc proflle of acertain town

: ij', In the Phlilppme; muchhas

yet to be done whéi}it comes to,
tirban planmng, aiemdent in
the massive damag&\wrou ht:
by strong typhoons in c.ertmn

, areas that may be considered as:

. “no plan cities”.
.. “The ‘congestion of the

imetro has brought butterfly ef-
_ fect. From overcrowding,. traf-,

flC shortage of job opportum—

'tles and even crimes. When

people started to ask whose re-
;s'ponsibility should it be.that
was when urban planners be-,
came known,” Bayot added.

" Inthe country, one develop-
er knows all too well the i impor-
tance of having an urban plan-
ner on board—trusted proper-

‘ ty developer Sta. Lucia Land

Inc,

| According to Bayot she was
hlred in 2005 by Sta. Lucia Real-
ty Inc. ds a planning consultant.
But even before she came on.
board, there were already oth-
ers who have taken on the tasks
'of an urban planner. It was in |
2013 that:Bayot became an in-
house planner for the company.

i "Hiring or getting a profes-_

smnal planner for Sta. Lucia has
Ibeen their practice ever smce,

- Bayot conclucled
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Trouble brews over land dispute

in former friar estate|

ANOTHER: dispute is brewing in
-what used to be known as Hacienda
" de San Pedro de Tunasan in Laguna
with residents urging San Pedro City
‘Mayor Lourdes Cataquiz to investi-
gate several armed men who claimed

dents of the area. :

. Community resident Levi Lobo Jt.
- made the appeal after several armed

men, who claimed to be Cataquiz’ men,

| and started harassing residents, -

“We doi't know the mayor's inter-
est in the talks over these ldnds but-

to be her men and are harassing resi-

entered the area brandishing their guns’

many are wondering why these men

are claiming to be from|the office of
the mayor,” Lobo said in Filipino.

-Lobo said the men repeatedly en- .

tered the area and appear to be intent
on sowing fear among residents with
some of them firing their rifles armed
with grenade launchers; . =~ . -

On Jan. 5, Lobo said:the men fired

their rifles at a group of male resl~ -

dents, On'Jan. 9, thoy again fired their

weapons and even fired three gre-
. Jesus for the establishment of the Co-
legio de San Jose. -

nades to scare residents, o
* Lobo said residents suspect'that the
herassment may be connected fo the

de'g:#des-long
Pedro de Tungsan, which used to be
owned by the Saciety of Jesus,

the hacienda Which was “awarded” to

Spanish conquistador Esteban Rod-

riguez Figu_'ercga; a one-time governor
of Mindanao, in the 16th century.

Rodriguez (bequeathed the haci-
enda to the Order of Saint Augustine
and later transférred to the Society of

" The hacienda'was later transferred

ispute over what used
t6 be known as the Hacienda de San

Various lawsuits have arisen from

i to the Colegio de San-Jose, which is
! now known as the San Jose Seminary.
However, the hacienda was trans-
+ ferred to the Agustinian and Domini-
can _ordqrs after-the expulsion.of the
Society of Jesus from Spanish posses-
. SIOII:is tll:la tl%:nl&h century,.
7. In the following century, ownership
. of the land shifed roin the Coarie
. Church and the government along with
. verious third parties who also'laid claim
%o portions of the hacienda in partner
+ Ship with the church or the govemment,
, _ One of such private  parties was
 Carlos Young, a registered owner un-

der Original Certificate of Tifle No.
656 and Transfer Certificate .of Title
Np. 166689, who was in partnership
with Colegio de San Jose in the 1930s,
Young apparently: agreed to do-.
nate to a portion.of the land to the
then Municipality of San Pedro in:
exchange for a waiver over acéumu. |
lated property taxes., . o
Howover, Young Tatér discovered |
that the parcel he agreed to ‘donate to~ |
the town was being ciaimed by one
Oliver Laperal, who presented land ti«
tles that was later found to cover lands
in Taytay; Rizal, T

— e . |




‘KUNG mayroong Seven -
Wonders of the World,

mayroon ding Seven’
Wonders' of Nature, Tto -

ang bagong timpalak na
dinaluhan sa siyudad ng

Puerto Princesa noong .

2011 at isa sa mapalad
na nahirang na Seven

Wonders of Nature ay -

-ang Puerto Princesa Un-

- PPUR. Sa nakarhang
anim ita taon,.dinagsi ng

© mga turista’ ang Under-

© ground River.

Muyli pating dmalaw
ang PPUR noong naka-
raang Martes, Ibang-iba -
nia ang maraming bagay.- -
Una, miayroon nang.

. malmaw at eplsyenteng

sistema mula sa pag--
sundo hanggang pagbi- .
‘_—'yahe sa Sabanyg at ang -
blyaheng bangka mula -’
Sabang hanggang Un--

derground River. Noon

.ay maraming daan ang

hindi pa sementado kaya

‘mahigit ‘dalawang oras' -

ang inaabot ng biyahe.

{ At sa pagdating sa Un-
dergiound. River o.

derground  River,

-sasakay ang bisita sa

mga bangka na dalawa’ .-
ang gawain ng bawat:

. bangkero; ‘una, snyem-
_pre kailangan niyang

hanggangat”

Jnagsagwan
‘pabalik ng- PPUR.

Pangalawa, kailangan

niyang maging mahusay -
nd tour: gmde
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0 pu:lalnkmggan natin ang_

tinig at tinitingnan ang
mga . hugis .

i ipina}iliwanag nito,

Pagblblgav-pugay sa llkas

“na ganda ng Puerts
‘Princesa llmlargmund Illver
1w hanggang sa tuluyan -

Ngayon isa’t kala-‘ ‘§a nakaraang anim-

hatmg oras na lang arig ’
biyahe. Maganda at
,maayos na ang Tourist
‘Information Office.
- Marami-nang makaka~ .
usap ‘at. mapagtatanu-

., hgan. Maayos narinang

daloy ng pasahero sa.
Cmga bangka at tuluys

wtuloy na rin ang biyahe -

' ng mga jto mula Sabang: .
. hanggang PPUR. Pag- -
datmg ng PPUR, sasd-
- mahan na ng guide ang,
. bawat grupo ng mga., .
pasahercsa mga bangka . -

" ha.mayroong kanya-+

~kanyang bangkero. At
Bago sumakay ng:
' bangka, aabutan ng ..
headset at ng audio set

* na magpapaliwanag sa

lahat g makikita sa

-bawat bahagi ng PPUR: -
Napakahusay ng timing; -
ngpagsagwanatngmga
pahwanag sa audio set.
. “Synchronized na sm
chromzed” ang sagwan
~at ang pahwanag

;1 . Bagamat, pangatlori‘g g

ulit na nating naranasan:
ang’ pagblslta sa PPUR, -
. masasabi nating kakaiba
ang pangatlong pagka-
. kataong ito. Marahil
. dahil na rin sa mga
nangyan sa ating buhay

. bilang pari, naiiba, .nai

- ang, pagtmgm natin sa.
: marammgbagay

: pasok sakuweba, padla-f
.Ja.s3 mga naging madi
1im atmabigat ia yugto

160N ang nagsasagwan
nia siya ring mayroong|,: .

- law ng ating pananam-;

-sa atin.sa Panginoon naf!

‘ Magugulat ka na lang
. 8a mga hugis nal
tugmang-tugrha
-paliwanag ng tinig.l

 ibang hugis. Kasama na
“rin ng mga banal nal
'hugis ng mukha m

“napu’t dalawang taon)

bllang tao at halos;. '

" tatlunipu’t lrmang taon.

“Madilim' ang pag-*

ing buhay. Subalit, naro-

ilawang tinatanglawan
ang daraanan ng bangka.|
»Sa mga: panahon mg
“kadiliman at pagsubok,
"naroroon lagi ang tang-

_palataya na nagbabalik{”

waldtig sawangmmutu-
.long §a atin, Aanya—
'yahan tayo ng tinig na|
tingnang maigi ang mga
stalactite at stalagmite.

Naroroon ang iba’t

Hesus ng Shroud 'of
T_urm ang - Sagrada
Pamilya at ang Mabal |
na. Birhen. Haba'ng

=%

sai

" kusang bumabalik ang
. ating isipan sa mga

panahon ng . pansa-
mantalang kabulagan na
.'s2 halip na makita ang
totoo, ipinipilit makita
sang pgusto 0 ayaw

¢rnang lumabo o mawala
,j; ang dapat makita.

Salamat at buhdy pa
. ang PPUR, buhay paang

mahlwaga at maka-"

‘saysayang ilog na
humahamon na buhayin

£i;din fiatin at pasiglahin

i ahgpagdaloy ng ilogng
buhay

] ~Ayon'sa mga tour
b guide, ‘hindi bumababa

nglunahanggang pitong

. daan ang dumadalaw sa
Tk PPUR- sa mga katani-
owang buwan, Umaabot
ﬁ' angbllangngmgablsnta
-Saisa tkalahatmg libosa
mga “peak month.”
"‘Masigla at buhay ang
' turismo. sa PPUR.
it - Nang kumustahm
! natin ang isang naging
kasabay sa bangka, sabi
" nito: “Isang malalim na
|r karanasang espirituwal
| -ang aking pagbisita sa
+ PPUR:Subalit, napansin
| -kolang angisang bagay

;. bong na bangka. Ma-
. raming natutulog.”
i+~ Sayang lang kung
it stutulugannatm angmga

mwagaatkagandahanng

/kalikasan, sayang lang
. talaga. kung tutulugan

.din fatin ang pagdaloy
| ng 1log ng buhay,

na .

sa maraming nakasalu- ~




