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i his.- refers to' the article,.";u,-'(_;onsolidated Power Corp.. The “-,po‘siﬁon that
i W “DENR chief ‘mislead on 6
¢ | ‘Bdtaan oil spill” (Business, the

1g/17). - | “have affected some so0. ‘chil=» “and, most

claims that I was misled on the _are A J'JI;,he pictures of the affect- =

‘issue because what was:issued " gdiresic :

_Was a cease.and desist ‘order ;7% Singe T assumed office at'the - ‘Secretary, |

“on the ash spill and not the ' Dépar{:lpgnt of Environme’?;faijiq_"j-'pep‘éftment
oil'“spill ' coming from SMC * Natural Resources, it tas by

e

_order is appropriate to prevent’: trial ; develog
3 spread of skin diseasesithat-. -compromise |
imy

esidents were appallirig. /- "15REGi[;lA PAZ

o BNA llHIlEH WAsAPPHﬂPHIATE |

14

the pursuit of indus-
ymenit: .should - not

fthe - environment

(R L0 RENE B

PEZ,

iU Lo

e
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: ﬁrgntly,‘ Should not
I must take. exception to dien and adults living:in. ‘the * cause human suffering .-

a ‘ 1t SFEnvironment -
beenthy, -and Natural Resources
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DEN R to
a55|st Petron
‘onash:
transfer

E ENVIRONMENT Secretary Regma Lo
" pezon Thursday'said she would soon -
. issuea‘permit to allow Pefron Corp to -
. transfer an ash stockpile at its Limay;
‘Bataan tefinery o a cemeént plant in
; the same complex, ' - :
. Followinga dlalogue with restdeng ‘.'
g near thetefinery, Lopezsaidshe would :
- ask Ramon Ang; premdent of Petron’s
~parent San Miguel Corp ) subrmt an.
- application to transport the ash; whlch
- would be'processed 1mmedlate1y

nght now it's the mountain: The

" mountain is causing all the: hedlth
- problems The mayor dldn t give the

)PetronAZ

e i g =

BMPETRON FROM A1

DENR

permit. I'll give their permit and
they are gonna take it out,” Lopez
‘was quoted as saying in a state-
ment. “They're gonna silo it so it
doesn't go out at alt and we'll sec
it happehing.”

Residents had complained
of the ash supposedly from the
Limay refinery, prompting the
Environmental Management
Bureau (EMB) under the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR] to issue natices
of viclation against the Petron

subsidiaries of San Miguel, one of the
country's biggest conglomerates,
. Lopez said she would exert all
- efforts to ensure that Petron and-
SMC Consolidated would “comply
with environmental laws and not
cause people to suffer.”

“l.am sure that Mr. Ang would not
do something that would jeopardize
a billion-dollar operation. I commit
and make sure that you (the com-
munity} would be okay,” Lopez was
quoted as telling Limay residents.

EMB Acting Director Jacqueline
Caancan said the bureau would have
to make sure the ash being released
from the refinery complex is not toxic.

“If found non-hazardous, the

erwise, the company would have
to secure a permit to transport
from- the EMB,” she added.

On Wednesday, Ang denied that
Petron was causing environmental
and health problems in Limay.

“We don't even need to dump
anything, because whatever we
generate everyday, we haul this to
the cement plant—this becomes
calcine limestone; with sulfur
and everything, it's called gypsum
powder,” Ang told reporters.

He explained that the opera-
tions in Bataan mostly produced
limestone powder, which is certi-
fied by the DENR as non-hazard-
ous and is used as raw material for

refinery and SMC Consolidated - materials could be dumped in a manufacturing cement.
Power Corp., which is building a  sanitary landfill or allowed to be JAMES KONSTANTIN
GALVEZ AND ABERON

coal plant in the complex.
Petron and SMC Consolidated are

disposed of through other equally
safe means,” Caancan said. “Oth-

VOLTAIRE PALANA
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THEDENKR had earliefor- .
q- the plants to stop
g ash ofi the

_ Derek Cabe of the Nju
ar-Er’““B taanMoveme

*Ai'e' ’!:he health pnoblems of

g .gettmg worse. .Where
would you “dttribute the

sidefits in leay,‘ ‘Bataan,
“cdused by ashfall or spill from
: byproduct ‘storage facxhty
-.‘.,-‘bemg ‘used by~ San- Mlguel
Corp..(§MC) subs1d1aries'?
oo That wﬂlb -settled*orlce ‘
sand: for all byva tudy . to be
conducted by [

~y

g’c‘:omplamts ot

\ leay re51dents, partlcu—
Iarly those I Barangay
|» ' Lamae,’ started cumplammg
late last-year of ‘skif and res-
pu'atory diseases, as well as
po]lutwn in-the air, rivers
and coasthnes- bl 'qggthem

sto::kpile of by..p“io
the SMC Corisg "hdated
orp "(SMCC] )‘.plant and a
] al-ﬁred plan“f‘o heiEetron

v follow due processt butl want
to  tell you my, heart;s for you,” K
A Lopez told the. protesters. o ' |

,__.___
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1qiled’ air pollutron
tors” (Metro 17/17).
The. Environmental
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) hlS refers to the article ti- equrpment was aboveboard and UFCC have Ialmed - . _
tled YDENR hit-c over ‘costly, . free -of; corruptlou, .. followmg . ‘We wot d alsa. hke to stress

moni-  step by step the procurement . thai: the. momtonng,equlpment
- ,andbrddmgrules " .- .procured.b nthe, EMB falls un- -
Man- - .. The; procurement ‘of the  derthe equr ent:methods cer-

: agement Bureau, which is under. - equrpment went through -the :; uﬁed by the] Umted States Envi-
 the ' Departmrent . of - Environ- - -standard bidding : procedures "-ronmental otecnonAgency

- ment ‘and Natural Resources, ! and through competmve»pubhc' .« "The OpeniPath DOAS is one
“.welcomes the call of advocach -bidding ' in accordance - with| ‘of ithe advanced techuologres

groups-—Coalition of Clean Air.’ ‘Republic  Act No.'i 9185 tpi- “.that can be ﬁsed by the country '
Advocates: of the Philippines’ " the- ‘Government Procurement ‘for amblen i momtormg The

(CCAAP) and the' Umted ‘Filipino* Reform Act. o

technology offers spanal repre- -

Consumers - ‘and Commuters From 2011 through 2015,' thi sentatlon c}f' a geographlcal-

‘purchase by the’ agency

" (UFCC)—=for an” audrt on the EMB acqurred air quahty‘mom area, with' proba_b‘le capabmty of

o i ©

of air- tormg equrpment forits central' capturmgl me' ‘

' quahtymomtormg equipment. _f ‘and reglonal ofﬁces The pur-" locaI sources ?“ ssion
" 'Several articles have been . thase included both Open Pafh oL

' pubhshed in various newsPa- Drfferentral Optical Absorp

. pers questwmng ‘the accuracy Specuoscopy (DOAS) and

" and cost—effecnveness of the | ,

. acquired - momtormg equip- | H1o,’PM,,,2.5) The purchase cost and concurre nt assistant

‘*.'l'; CQUELIN &
1, Par-.. incharge, ' |
ciilate . _Matter Statlons; (PM‘ 42K Off:ce of the MB Dlrector

ment. We would like to reiterate . ‘was only around Pzgo lmlhon, dlrector, Environmental

that the purchase of

; such . and not P1 bllhon as CCAAP and ManagemenﬁBUreau
‘——-——...-._.._L




13 1017
o DATE
—_—

TTPAGE

-

P

BPPER HAL

CEWER AL

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INTTIATIVES ‘sth ek

. -

DENR re|ects
Coron, Palawan
underwater

he D‘epartment of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
- (DENR) yesterday said it will
» not allow the establishment
of the 400-hectare underwater resort
and theme park being proposed by
- an American children's television
network off Coron,Palawan.”
" DENR .Secretary Gina Lopez
stressed that she will not permit the
construction of Nickelodeon's pro-
- posed development off the waters of
Coron, Palawan.
- Lopez said she would not allow
it even as the network promised to
. protect the ocean and conserve coral
reefs. ‘
"Tfit entails the destructlon GEcor-
als, right away I'll say 'no way. Fishes
need .eorals. The corals.arg hoine of
the fishes ‘And some of the corals
have shells and sponges that: could
qure cancer," she explamed '
“*Twould never allow our: biodiver-
31ty td:be killed for the money some
people want to;make. The Filipino
_people. are much more important,
and will always be more important
than any business," the environment
chief stressed. L
In a related development the
Department of Tourism (DOT) said it
will reach out to the parties involved
.in the planned project. -
. “The underwater park being
. planned by Nickelodeon has reached
us at the DOT.... We will talk to all
_ parties involved in the project,”

works’, Niekelodeon‘s'parent company, in a
statement sént to AFP Tuesday|announced it
will build an underwater resort and theme park
on an island in Coron which theyJ said aimed fo
giving the fans a chance fo "interact with the
brand and the iconic character, they love."

Ron Johnson, executive vic pres1dent of
Viacom, said: they chose Palawan because it
"is known to have some of the r}mst beautlful
beaches in the world today." | .

The Save Philippine ‘Seas group 1n1t1ated
an onliné petition, which, to date had gathered
more than 160,000 sngnatures B
y, Coron is already heautiful in its
' De-r'Castrq stated. .

g by
World’s Best'rszahjds. o
Travel: + Le:‘ e based the I1st on the re-
sults of its, annu ‘survey wherg it asked the
readers raté déstina tlons all ov T the world.
The.. pa;‘hmgﬂnnt&? fate the places according

to theﬁ%‘é i 1}* ghts, natural attractions,
beaches;food; ndﬁiless and o+erall vatue.

e ey b e



113 JAN 2317

TTBRETT ieERTAC
e
'““‘Q.,E T EWERHALY

STRATEGHC (()M’VH)NI(AHOI\ ANDI\IH\“HVE.S "1““1 ek

PR iy s St

o e

'DENR firm on stand f
agamst Coral World
Pa an: ‘ ' 1“;i

(DENR) stoodby1tspo‘ I
localandforelgn toune will still
ﬂock around Coron Palawan
- one. of f:he most béautiful lslands )
mthe“Phﬂjppmes Hsan's lie pres-
, ence of Amerlcan‘f' hildren’s
telewsmn network Nlckelodeon
: it the province, ' R ”%
{_ This, after Coral World' Park
Underséa Resorts, Ine. con-
ﬁrmed on Thursday that it will.
e80rt in the
area«whlle denymg '
f J.am. undérwater development
" Torbuild their |
Worldwlll pat'tner'

medla company Via m‘w Inc
the cor_npany behmd '

h,ag (:y is yet to recelve any ap- ver;all
plig: _‘nrfrom the Jomt venture dwersﬂ%y t?be Kille

- that soiﬂe‘people ﬁénbto

i'
i
fn

ujt};e}{;arg; p?oposnnguBt%bgsuﬁﬁce > Lopez@élw&?%Thursday Sy
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| saCoronunderwater
L lneme nark ) IstmyasaPahinaS‘
nENn No way! DoT: Usan tayo

Tt~ Ty - e —

DoT MAKIKIPAG USAP SA NI(‘KELODEON

] DENR chief sa undermater
eme mark: N

. Southeast Asta.

sangkot sa proyekto.

§ aklklpag-%:sap ang DoT sa mga

ECHALUCE Bukod dito, nasa Palawan din ang “The uﬁ erwater park being
dalawang UNESCO World Herita lanned by Nickelodeon has reached

Hindi Department g ge  planhed by i n nas rea
ofhmongzﬂ:zzgaﬁanhiral%’esourzgs listed:site, na kinabibilangan ngiisang:: -us at the DOJ:.. We. will talk to all

(DENR) Secretary Gina Lopez na '
' “makapagtayo ng underwater theme -

* park sa Coron, Palawan.,

Aniya, hindi niya pahllunhﬂulang_‘ #:

" matuloy ‘ang anumang proyekto na”
makasisirasakapaligiranz
. SaImgapamayanan salugar.

Ito ang reaksiyon’ni Lopez sa,
plario ng Viacom Intm%tmnal Media.

Works, pa{ETnt company, ng:télevision

networkna ickelodean, namagtayong
underwater theme park sa Palawan.
 “That's oitr wealth! I{s not allowed.

Youcan' tkill thecorals, F@at’kmmepark’ .

No. Ne, way,man The comrnitment of
.- -the governmeént is ﬁrstland foremost
* and always, always to {he benefit of our
people,” ani Lopez. .., g
Lunes nang 1hayag ng nasabing
-kumpanya:na magtatayo ito ng

tmakaaapekto

subterranean river at ng Tubbataha '

coral reefs.

Samantala, handa naman ang

Department of Tourism:(DoT) na-

makrpag-usap sa mga parhdong

nagpaplano ng underwater theme o

Sa TW1tter, SInabl m Tounsm
" Undérsécretary Kat De* Castrb mia’ .

‘partles mvel ed in the project,” ani
DeCastro. '

Nilinaw i aman ng opisyal na

> hindi:siya: kumbinsido sa nasabing

ymyekto L
“Asa dwer, personally, I have
doubts sabi ni De Castro. “Honestly,
Coromsa]rea |ybea\tmfulm1t:snat-ura]
= tat

“themed attraction®na hangosacartoon
characters, ng network, katulad ng .

“Dora the Explorer”-at ”SpongeBob
.-Squarepants”.-bilang bahagi ng 400-
- ektaryang: pagagandahm sa Coron, na
bubuksan sa publiko sa 2020,

-, Labis namanltongrlqnaalarma ng

thga environimental group; At iginiit -

na ang Palawan ang tinaguriang “last
ecological frontier” ne hansa dahil
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JAn ofﬂelal of resort developer Coral
World: Park. Undersea Resorts Inc. clari-
fied yesterday ‘that the firm would pot: .
build & huge underwater theme park in
Co:gon, Palawan. ;

iStsan Lee, marketmg and commumca—

‘ uons darector of Cotal World Park. (CWP) ”There will be no therne:, ark.de elop

P ;
Sald ’There has never been any form of ment: 1n“Palawan,” she added S

Al

- Resort . rrom page

archrtecture o '
~ The developer-also slammed news
. -wireagency Agence Fraice Presse, saying it
- did ot clearly reflect the full details of the
announceiment of Coral World Park and
Nickelodeon-gwner Vracom Internanonal
Media Networks. '

After the announcement several
online petitions against the plan were
launched by various envtronmental
groups. '

Palawan is home to more .than 300
coral species or about half of all coral

- species in the world, as well as breeding

ground of more than 1,500 flsh sPecres in

‘the coun :

- CWP also clarrfred reports that a full

, 400 hectares are to be developed under
L water, saying this is inaccurate.

* The firm pointed out that “only 100

. hectares have been allocated for the

" Nlcktalodig failt andli p to 30 hectares
.’"’“‘@ S CafEd EFRE aveiHERGRHIEST Afic

reports. And that this has nét been final-

" ized yet,” Lee said.
“The only infrastructure to be built
in the watet is floating, and all develop-
ments are on land. The undersea'themed

-':;m

~

but is designied to meet international
standards requlred as a global destma—
tion,” réad the CWP statement.
' “The facility will be built on a private
_property and will be undergoing all the
necessary approvals from government
‘before :construction starts. The Coral
World Park owns eight global brands for

R MR 5 ) A5 I D, J S | (SRS VU, [V

"ol 400 HeefHred s indicited -in earlier

Coral World Park project is land based ‘

__' location is situated wh
exrslmghospltahty dev

. species ~ dolphinis, sea ko
! turtles and whale shar

£
i

L tive! impact on Kids and

"will Antada Fhia meniniag

“Within the paraifeters set by our
founders, we have ouf'own stfict adher-
ence fo the environmeht. We aifn to create
a Iarge-scale reef consérvation program

‘that is'sustainable, t gether with sanc-
tuaries for key species m the area. These
are part of our blue-print besides the job

Q.

~ &reation opportunities! We aim to work
. with' 4s'many advocdtes as possible to
+ create a world- class d stmatron for tour-

ism with an undersea theme.”
She said that the CWP project will not*

. orily create jobs for lokals, but will also-

* provide the necessary f ndlng to ensure
" protection of the area. ~

“The project will en ble ongoing pub-

re there are other
Iopments around

.. liceducation on ocean grotectmn CWP's

it Lee said.
. Shé explained that

/ ]hen completed,

CWP will be the large st: coral reef con-
| ‘servation program infi

sia prov1d1ng
aryfor five key
ows, sea. horses

the Iargest maririe sanct

© Withfogis on plulan ropy and oceari

_protection, CWP is'a out identifying

the right projects that| “will create the |
_ right impactiso as to'ensure long-term

: congervation of  place 1ke Palawan, the

CWP said, |
‘CWP arid V1acorn Int matronal Media
Networks owner of N mkelodeon share
. a vrsron and commrtmer[t to make a posi-
farmhes to help
educate them on ocean conservatlon

" while >they EIlljoy aNicke deon entertain-
_ment experience.

Env1ronment Socretziry Gma Lopez

Lol
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€& ORAL g(/orld Parlg *W. t i & e%hll—
" ippin€ partner of ViiaeOri Intd ria-

. Nstional Media Networks, on Thursday
| sa1d proponents of the pro;ect are pl%mmng
to build a resoft and attractioh, *mcludmg

" an underseg attfactionWith's n’ocea n-co
- “servation focugt - oLl

‘I

1 AN B VU -
- _— . e N N PR - .

e

L Monaco-basedDr AB MonozcanundaJ
' : te
o not in marihe,or coastal areas, said Su- tionandjts CWP Trust, whn:h advoca %

. sanLee, markétingand communications s gcean p;'otei:itlon Wllt_lhu‘% the =farami§er:___
., directorofthe Coral World Park; belymg : : g}?ur our:: e:';’ we have o'ile c::w%s a11(':n
reports400hectaresaretobe developed | - agherence (o the environment: We aim
under water. to. create@large-scale reef— ons _
OnlleOhectareshaVebe enallo cate d program whmh is sustama le, together .
., forthe Nickelodeon facility and upt .to 30 1 | with sanctuanes for key species,in the

. . <hectares is allocated for the attraction | ;read Tl:fe are Pal’t of o r bltuepzmt
. itself, which.has nat been: fmahzad yet. | “‘;Sl &8 . e J(i-];c-crii lon op orduru it‘"s
. . 'The only mfrastructure in the water,is | ase Ez:sl:bcl,::; C;”; i 1S$i?iila‘;‘;czee; :

: ,.ﬂoatmgandalldevelopmentsareonland..;‘, :asp €

’ The undersea-themed Coral World, Park‘ ' tination for, tourism Wlthl'“ undersea .l
| i

_ P e L S ot
- .Theresortwillbé istruc tedénland}

-~

is land-based; but is designed to meet th‘frn}lle' dLeelsald ;:l . llh 1
the international standards required as . & E"efop’ine:l § eds ; Wld eIIi -
... a'global destination, espec1a11y environs { f;"ia e govsd 0:h§C ress;re fi :;1 th: e
- ment-related standards’ advocatﬁ'fg?cfag Lﬁ ' p provide nicei b ith ing to
servation tourism, renewable energyand ensgl;‘;Pongomg protec mnd ¢ atfa
category, 5"pgoof archltecture g shesaud ' h sloeat;o 1s}§1tua:e1:v gere 191'?,
Leesa1dthefac1l1tym11beconstru_ted - 3 are other-existing OSPI ality deve op
on private property and will be undergo— : me;‘\;ﬁ::’::md ileted CWP 1li be. the ‘
ngall the necessary ap provals from the, . largest coraI reef—conservatmn program-
V. ‘-governmgnt before construction starts: -,{

oAt
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Corgl Worl/ fork 4o buily! r"é;swff
24 ﬂMl

b

. TiAR onling Pétition launcned .by en-

S | { , i eronmentalaadvocates mixin athe ro-
; rot_ ectio CWP isabout 1dent1fymgthe ! 1grthe pr
i P1§ht pro;?cts that will create.the: nght t* posedr de“‘vater themeparkaalawan
~fighe, to'tnisure a long-tbrka den-. . gatheréd 100,000 mgnaiuresmthm the
pgl mpact soas . fn'st 24;ho;lrs, with sorne 6f thésignato-
servatlon'of afp'lace like Pal}awg.rn : b et f
‘ We take the petmons ser1ously, but ties. c1t1ng As reason that fiheP anwoul

b Cause maSSIU e damage tO marlne and
. y ‘lnformatlon ha.S bEEIl mlSI.III " -

Y

derstood Wehope thesepojntsclarifyall ! | PR

matters concermng this development *
Leesaid. : oy

Envn‘orlment Secretary Regma Paz
L. Lopez, reacting to reports of the pro-
posed “un derwaterthemepark saldshe
wouldnotallowsuch destructwe pro;ect
to happen.

Environmental groups also 1ssued
rstrong statements opposmg»the proj-
‘ect] biandidg ;t‘l-le{projecthpmponents
cdaim of aclvocatmg ocean protection
a‘nd coral—g:ee f restoratlon a?nothmg but
greenwashmg" i g

AA Yaptinchay of the Manne W1ld—-

hfe’Watch of the Phxhppmes and Glotia
Estenzo Ramos of Oceana Phlhppmes
lamented that such development——:f

: constructedmmanne orcoastalareds—

will def1n1telx cause, adverse mpact to

i themarineand coastal ecosystem' nd

4

v

marine w11dl1fe O e e ilie

—_—— —t v eI .

!

¥ Meanwhxle inan off ial statement,
“Lopez said ifthe project ‘ll;duld cause the
‘destrucnon of corals; sl'e would reject
the proposal y A
“The; flshermen need corals vThe cor-
alsare the,hoJme forthe fish anclsome of

" our. cora.ls have shells and sppnges that

- can cure cancer, Twill n ver allow our

b:od1vers1ty to.be kllled or money that

- Some people want to m e

" she said. .

" Lopezsaidthe Ph111pp es isacountry

'! of 7,000islands, whichhast}
iiemismper unitarea in thla

o ‘tm!ll! thf pIanet It has}

eh1ghesten—

1 enmvejworld
aIawan isthe No. T islan, destina-

ch bmdwer—

“sity*and 13té 4 of ‘ecotouri S flotentlals

that ghould be primarily tipped by Fili-

pino people for the Flhpm
off1c1al said.
"An,. environmental

people " the

a,dvocate Lopez

sai1d whatever dec1sxon tlre DENR will

make shall be filtered 3
on soc1al ]ust1ce" and wil

gz’eater;majorrty. i L

}ld anchored

benef:t the
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Atlenza joms fray to oppose-coh:”
+of underwater theme park in Pélawan

By Gharle\' Manan
il

A fo'f er seoreta y of the
Departmgnt of Environment and
Natural;Resources (DENR), now a
membe of the - House ' of-
Repres th&S,]O]Iled ] growmg
numbe of Filipinos opposing the -
. const ctron of a 400-hectare
underv!ater theme park in Palawan,
saying; the disadvantage brought
about’ B‘g the: destruction of the
coun -s .reinaining oora.l reef far
outwelghs the benefits the proposed
theme park would brmg

“The country’s remaining coral
reefs now;stand at five pércent Andv
to allgw the construction of such
underWater theme park wﬂl totally

reef, Itwill be driven to éxtinction,””
Semor Deputy Mmorltiy Leader, ‘

" from the proponents the prmect would

- could convince us’ that the

Buhay Rep. Lito Atrenza told the

" Pribunein 4 telephone interview.

- Early this week, it was reported
that American children’s-television
network Nrckelodeon is planning to
"build underwater resort and theme
-park in Palawan, wluch would form
part of the 400-héctaré undersea
development in Palawan. t

“No amount of assura.nce commg

promote ermromnental protectlon

underwater po:rk will not destroy the
fragile marine envrronment and
aquatlchfemPaJawan, saJdAtlenza.,
_'who was.DENR secretary during the
time of formet President and now
"House Deputy Speaker - Glorla

L _Maeapaga.l-Arroyo

. “I'suppor}; the posrtloo of DEN R
Secretary Giha Lopez not-to a.]]ow

ny DR 34

the construction. of the underwater
theme park,” Atienza said., .
House' - natural

World: Park Undersea Resoits Inc.,

Attraction in Coro:

that smoe 196‘? thr'oughsProclamatlon

U [hvof Coron Island and its surroundi
‘resources|i. i hi
committee chairman arid Bayan Muna |/
Rep, Carlos:Zarate- also hit the |
proposal of Vracom International
MedJaNetworks,moo]]abomtlonmth‘
underwater resort developer Coral.

to develop.a Nloke]odeon Resort a.nd
Palaw g

: A7 Irvehhood depend on its rich iand
i wa:ters, Zarate said,
s 17 Marine parks around the v

wemnronment groups and peop e 8,
] ‘organizations because of its ne i
. 1lrnpa.ete to the ecosystem, even, he l
‘ warumals held in captivity, and
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< «219 thé unique ecological fea
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i reinforced its prOteotlonas a mafi
“habitat and forest reserve. S
;-‘ "Beyond bemg just a tourist |

; emhronment and to the peop]e

~have been ‘met by opposition byr‘

'1 \nola.tron of economic rights to

he )
vfo]k and mdrgenous peoples L ‘ “.'
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.- -By.Jester Manalastas -

"THE Houise Committee on. Natural Resources reject-
ed the plan to put up a Nickelodeon theme park in

Palawan. o T .

Bayan Muna Rep. Carlos Zarate., chdirman of the
comumittee, said he is not in favor of the project because
it will affect the'ecosysteéri and biodiversity of Pala-

He said Palawan, being the last frontier of the

country, should be preserved.. . N

“It's a proposal coming from a goofy goober and
totally insensitive developer,” Zarate said.

_ The Viacom International Media Networks, in col-
laboration with underwater resort developer Coral
World Park Undersea Resorts Inc., prop to devel-
op a Nickelodeon Resort and Attraction in Coron,
Palawan. - .

The 400-hectare undersea-themed park,
to be finished by the year 2020, will supposedly fea-
ture restaurants and lounges six meters below sea
level.

OneofNickelodeon's famouscharactersis Sponge-
bob Squarepants, who sang the song Goofy Goober,
referring to someone who is a fool and obnoxious.

“The construction of such an immense commercial
establishment in Coron will clearly. distupt the eco-
system and biodiversity of the place,” Zarate said.

According to Zarate, since 1967, through Proclama-
tion 219, the unique ecological features of Coron Island
and its surrounding islets have already been recog-
nized. ) ’

Praclamation 1801 and Proclamation 212 further
reinforced its profection as a marine habitat and forest

reserve.

“Bayond being just a tourist attraction, Coron is a- .

crucial habitat for unique wildlife, and, any disruption
may cause grave effects on the'environment and to the
people, whese livelihood depend on its rich land and
waters,” he said. :

“Coron Island is recognized as an ancestral domain -

of the indigenous Tagbanua people. I fact, a Certifi-

cate of Ancestral Domain Claim was given to the tribe -

as far back as 1998, This project may mean the displace-

5|

‘merit dnd eviction of our indigenous tlﬁnple ﬁ]-om
is sprawling

their ancestral land just to give way to
marine park,” he added.

Marine parks around the world have been met by
opposition by environment groups and people’s orga-
nizations because of its negative impacts to the ecosys-
tem, even the animals hclg in caplivity, and the viola-
tion of economic rights to fisherfolk and indigenous
peoples. .

“Instead of mesmerizing our people about Sponge-
bob Squarepants and Patrick Star, it would be well that
we support development program that will bring
about a more inclusive and lasting development for
our fisherfolk and indigenous peoples,” Zarate said.

NO WAY FOR ANYTHING THAT WILL
DAMAGE ENVIRONMENT — DENR HEAD

Environment Secretary Gina Lopez said she is not
aware of any application from Nickelodeon, but she
would not allow the building of the underwater theme
park if it will damage the environment,

“I will never allow the corals to be harmed, that's
what we have, that's our wealth. You can't kill the
corals for a theme park, no way,” she said.

“We will not allow anything that will damage the
environment, No amount of money is worth the well-
being of our farmers and fishermen,” Lopez said.

;. Local environmenitalists also exp their oppo-

structures in Palawan.

DOT CLULESS OVER ‘BIKINI BOTIOM' IN CORON
The Departinent of Tourism (DoT} is “clieless” on
the reported ¢ Bikini Bottom" in Coron, Palawan bein;
Rllanned by American children’s: television networ
ickelodeon! : LT -

Tourism Undersecretary Kat De Castro said she
only read about the plan for an underwater resort and
theme park in Palawan on Facebook.

De Castro said that the DoT will look into it, espe-
cially since one of the agency's goals is to promote
diving in the country.” .

“We don't even know. We are not aware if they are
building it. Hindi narnin alam sa DoT. Pero I'm sure,
Secretary (Wanda Teo) would like us to look intoi). As
I've mentioned ealier, diving nga an to nating i-
promote dito eh, And Coron is alreacFy%;gautiful as it
is,” De Castro said. .

The [ocal government of Coron was also not in-
formed of the project. - '

American  television network Nickelodeon clari-
fied that its planned resort in Palawan has not been
finalized andlis “not developed undersea,” following
uproar froin environment groups.

Environment groups have launched a signature
campaign to urge the network and local government
officials to drop plans for the project.

With Ryan Ponce Pacpaco and Efren Montano

_ sition to the project, saying there is no need for artificial
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;Nmkelndeon th" Wi
- Committee “chairman Rep. Carloa;‘_(‘
not in favor:of the project because:
. ecosystem. ‘and:bhiodiversity of Palawan,

' ..,bgmg the last fronf:'ig;;:o the: country, ;

qﬁe; rsis Spongebbb
isang the song Goofy.Goober, nfemng
A fool and obnoxm Az

0

fel !
tem and b1od1vér'sit‘y of the place,” Zarate 'said
He cited-that since'1967, throu%h"Proclamaﬁon,ZlQ
ue ecologieal features of Coron Island"and 1i:s
%1 ng-islets have already been' teco o
Subsequently, Proclamation 1801 and: ocIa.matmn
212 further reinforéed its prot.ec‘mon as a man:ge.habxtat
and forest reserve. .. T
“Beyond being: uat a tourist attra,' '
crucial habitat fur vhique wildlife, and, any disruption
may cause grave effects on the ermmnment and to’the
people whose: livelihood depend on Jts nt:h land and
waters,” he stressed. )
“Additionally, Coron Island is reoogmzed as ari
domain of the mdﬁ:nous Taghanua people. In fhct, a Carhf
ieate of Ancestral Domain Claim was given to the tribe as far °
back as 1998, ‘This project may mean the displacement and
eviction of otmmd:geuouspeop ¢ from their ancestral lani Just
{ to give way to t.lns sprawlmg marine park,” he added.
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@'emc park sa Palawan’ ’-’»g% ) i
Ayonfkay ishop Pedro Arigo, ,, Daniniwala itong ,
}dapat na«pag""aﬁ]ang mabuti ng ”“ﬂé’i}: of Envi- '
ronment.andiNg | Resources (D &ang epekto ng :
pagkakaroonnggﬁﬁcmlconstrucho aiilalim hg dagat. .
Giitpa nitg nakahit walang underwater theme park
ay maganda na‘ang—Palawan at hmdl naito kmakalla- }
mgang galawin pang tao. :
“Kallangang iweigh nang mahut[ yung damage

siyempreymetong artificial construction sa jlalim,niyan
medyo fiaddistithy yung underwatés] i yung mg;
coral recfs'a dathage. Ako persona

gitingin

E;) kahitna walang ganong construction sa’ 1Ia1ui'f ‘yunk
nga scuba diving sights saPa]awan, 1tse f untouched by
jtiman hands aynapakaganda na,” pa PR

Media Netwotligptanong pagtatayo ng yong 100 ektaryang
undersea-themed development sa Palawan (NAbuel)
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"THE National Greening Program
NGP) génerated about-'3.3 mil-
lion jobs in the first six years ofits

- implemen,tation, but continyed
to miss its target survival rate for
planted séedlings, the Philippine

Institute for Development Stud-
fes (PIDS) said, L S

“As of Nov, 30, 2016, the pro-

~ gramhas generated approximiate-

1y 2.3 million Jobs and employed:

" 462,066 bersons in upland and

rural communities,” PIDS said in
apolicy nota,- : ‘

 In“Taking stock of the National

Greening Program sixyearsherice,”
PIDS said employment generated
by the NGP increased from 2011~
2014, slowing down slightly in 2015

and stagnated last year.

effects of 1.2% in 2030.2nd-3.0%
in 2050,” said PIDS; adding that
poverty incidence wili decrease
2.7% in 2030 and 6.34% il_]_'-ZOSO.
While PIDS obs‘er've,d‘positive

. effects ofthe NGPon the environ-

.ment, the design ‘and. tree spe-.

- ¢les planted by the NGP.are not
always appropriate to the sites,
" *These fast-growing (soft-

.- Wood) species may have been

. intended to help the people’s

Organizations earn onéy in the
. shortest possible time and ad-
. dress their income and poverty
'“'conecerns. However, on the en-
- Vironmental side, these species
- may be of less help as. they are
* shallow rooted and vulnerable to
Iandslides,” said PIDs, R

. *The data revealed thatthe em. " tored
* Ployment performance of theNGP -

may have significantly decreased -
I 2016 relative to its berformance

Inthe past years,” said PIDg,

B Meaﬁh;rhile, the program '
continued to miss jts target-sur- . -
vival rates for seedlings planted

(in 2013-2015.

- According to the PIDS, the

survival rate of seedlings wasonly -

83% in 2011-2024 ang only 80 '

in2015. SR
< While the program targets

below it. From 2011 to 2013, for
instance, the annual surviva] rate
nationally has been 839 except

in 2015 when the brogram regis-

'-j_iilﬁér-fﬂéfefore prop&%é;;"tﬂit-- A
the‘national government Teview - - s

thedesighofthe program Biterins- e

of species planted, tree spacing

and other technical Iatters, . -

i

" 'The Department of Environ:

ment. and Natural Resources

(DENR) muyst also identify vul:,

nerable-areas in its mappingand” .
Planning stage in order to.mtch

species with sites,

- 'PIDS also recommends that should place the ultimate. re-
' : .. Sponsibility for all,reforestation

Putation of the survival rate ang . -

the governmednt revisit jts conit
[

other-t,echnjcz:nl aspects in moni-
toring the program. ‘ :

Additional incentives sucl _

as harvesting rights, livelihood

support; long-term financing afg-

correction of tenure issues must

'
TTT——

* . Howevér,
the NGP will
and increasin
the economy” Vi

Output is expected tg increase
0.3%in 2020,1% in 2030 and 2.5
in 2050 with ‘folwf‘ Stry expected to
reach as high as:5.5% of the total

céording to PIDS,
esult in “favorable

it 0§ .
vertheyears, |

NGP outputin I'QSO.g : :
' NGP also has‘thie potential to

" ircrease household income angd
- decreasepoverty” .. -

am anmnal survival rate of 856%,

the actual figures have rémained -

“The incom effects are pro-

gressive, with ﬁ1e lowest decile

having Teal household income

improvement ofl1.4% in 2030 and

3.8% in 2050, while the highest
-decile havingpos‘itfive realincome -
— —

LR (ER R

1. the long-

sts édditiona] ;

funids for organizational develop-

R T

people’s prggpizzzlﬁqn§ as well as
stréngthen the DENR to effec-
tively carry out're‘ij\qxqstation and
ITehabilitation. . W
. “The Tnational, government

- ment and capacit J,ﬁpﬁil{jing' of the

initiatives on ‘the FMB (Forest
Management Buréau),.. Alterna-
tively, the creation Qﬁ new agen-
- ¢y tasked only wif ;téfc‘?i‘estgtion,
Ppossibly answerin directly to the

““président, should be'corisidered ” |

said PIDS, .—’-Dahié:z“ijM. Uy

- ﬂ‘_ﬂ_ﬁ_;_ ——

‘output effects in :

communities to ,
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_in the province. -

.. .Governor 1mee"Marcos on Thursday
‘ sa1d the province is concerned by possible
health hazards from coal waste as well as
environmental consequences.
“This is the reason whywe are intensify-
ing our commitment to-a coal-free llocos
* Norte,” Marcos said.’

OUTED as the wind energy capltal of the Ph]llp—'
_pines, the province of locos Norte has shown its
commitment to a cleaner and safer environment by
__banmng the production and use of coal as energy“ %u e

I-E“ ‘.‘

passed Resolutlon No 017—2016 whxch
detlared llocosNorte as "clean, green and'
coal-free” and highlighting the provmce
as “the undlsputed wind energy. capltal of.

the Philippines.” ' b

* Marcos said their initiative for a coal-free

province is also in support of the natlonal.—
.govemments commltment to the ¢

ted

_ tenewable ‘energy and proper care of the’

[of coal]

: P
i :
‘i
l“‘
)

‘ Nauons F mework Convention on Climate

sions frormiexpected levels in 2030.
" “Our vision for a ‘livable, sustainable,
and resi 1ent province, promotion of

Change ?E:NFCC) to reduce carbon emis- |

|
env1ronrnent has nsen among our pl'lOl'l-

ties in. eprovmce, " she added. ‘
* The governorsaid the provincial govern- .

_ment" sv‘i‘gion includes the rejection of en: |
“ergy deve opment using coal of any type. t

. “This' s due-to proven harmful effects '

i
i

climate ¢
peop]e, “
~ In"heg,

ange and health menace to the
Marcos added. ‘
2016 State of the Provirice Ad-!

STRATEGIC C ﬂMMUNl( ATION AND INIT IA'HVE*  SEH

val

al use,

on the environment, impact on -

)
!
|

3

. Earlier, the provmc1al government

e ———————— L

"-'dress, slﬁe sald "Asa provmce of farmers,

. ecological sustainability comes indeed
. naturally, but we have begun: ‘to take for
granted éven our environment.;.
Nocos Norte s host to the Energy Devel-

* opment Corporation's (EDC) 150-mega-

watt Burgos Wind Power Project, the

| Northern Luzon UPC Asia Corpora-
~ tion's 81MW Caparispisan Wind Power
Station and the Northwind Power and-

: Development Corporatmn s‘-52MW

) Bangul Wind Power Project... ;|

' Recently constructed weréthe SMW Agua

i Grande hydroelectric power plant in Pagud-

; pud town and solar farms—the. 20MW facil-
ALty ofSoleq I’hﬂlpplneslnc and the 4. 1MW
and 2. 6MW facilities of the EDC., /

1

Meanwhlle, the prov1nc1al govemment _ reneWable sources

s formmg a task force 10 review; the pro-
vince's envirohmeint code and to mcorpo- |
rate stricter mieasures against coal energy '

Marcos said there is a need|toein-
force ordinances and resolutmns in

s con-’

support of pr0v1nc1al progra
cerning the environment.

Ciiting het earlier policy dll‘ECT.lOD, the gov-
ernoradded that thereis also a needto tetrofit

old: prcmnual and. govemmentb ﬂdmgs 50

they will be sustainable and efficient.

She $aid’ sustainability is the second :

pillar. of provincial. developmer "that is

why we ‘are aggregatmg power|isage of

public buildings to rationalize|and save
electricity, explomng ﬁnally our prownt:lal

R Jpm
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- officially natx’l,{l
Iapanese w%m for

%\tWO day offi-

-PH ea le named
in honor of Abe

SAVAO' CITY—A 2-year-old female‘ hoguetown, |
>hilippine eagle, rescued last morith with : thousands. of- Japanese immi- 8

1
}%fﬁ‘whrch.
 pellet wound in the abdomen, will be: grants before World War II.
Jfﬁcrally named Sakura, Japanese terml
‘or chierry blossoms, in honor of: Iapanese
rime Mlmster Shinzo Abe who'is; Visit-.
ng this c1ty, Presrdent Duterte! home~
own whlch hﬁsted]apanesem gt able to see the: -eagle himself,

. | according to Denms Salvador,

; AQ director of the Phrhppme Eagle |
—  Center in Davao’s Calinan Dis-
- trict. Instead, Abe will receive a
framed photoof Sakura.

The eagle, which had a pel-

letwound in the abdumen was

rescued lastimonth near a river

'in Talamgod«Davao del Norte -

’ provmce

end the nam- #

ent Duterte’s
hosted

- Wilt would:be stressful for the |
:.‘id ta be nioved from its sanc- .}
tﬁary to the hotel'for the cere-
‘meny, so Abe;Wwould not be |

‘one. of the rarest ‘and Iarg st of:' '
itskind in the world An dult.

-helght and a wingspan of more .

STRATEGIC ¢ ()M’VlllNl(AllON AND [Nl'l IA FIVLQ SERVICE

a meenng w1th the - Pres:dent
and busmessmen ata busmess
¢ forum at Waterfront, on-Friday-
. atthe end of his offic1al_ visit, -

.- After taking an early.Junch
i at the hotel's Garden Pavrhon
with. his party and. Phlhppme
officials, led .by Mr: Duterte,:
Abe w111 visit Mindanao Koku

guage school: owned and oper-
ated by Japanese descendants
‘ Separately, . Abe’s;, wife,.
: Akxe,.wrll visit -the. Japanese
* Cemetery at Tacunan in Baran-
gay Mintal, 12 kllometers from
* .the city center. The icemetery,
where a shrine for the Japanese
. war veterans had been. built,
was part.of what: was - then
_known as Little Tokyo; -

. ;Mintal was the. busmess
- center for Japanese..immi-;
grants, who were mainly en-
~ gaged in abaca production a.nd,
‘trading in Davac in the early
1900s. Their numbers - BTeW. 10
. more than 17,000 on the eve of
World War II, —REPORTS FROM Jk:
L OFFRIY MAITEM AND ALLAN NAWA!.

ide. . INQ -

could grow up to one me er in
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- soming bilaterd]
ane Mlm

i

juvenile P

- the Japanese governmenb

Insular Hotel Da‘vao wh§ e Abe w1ll'
- also megt with local busme i

I Ieadéfs
: Based on officialinf ormatlon, Premden,t
Duterte will bej ommg

Abeiithe ¢ererno-

nies, during. 1\J»\arl'uc:h enlarged photosof the

lippine Eagle wﬂ] beé: put on
dlsplay for‘t e everit: - J
 Thenamingof the Phlhpp 6 E’agle that

part of the 1t1nerary of Abe rh
city.” . e

. Abe arnved in Mamla y_l'sterday af-

ternoon and- “was ‘acéorded state honors

and a dmner later In the B emng’ at
- S Turn to Pages

Abe From Page 4

Malacaﬁang before flymg
. here last night for the second
. day of his Ph111pp1ne visit.

. The name Sakiira, a Japa- -
' nese rowermg cherry tree, -

“was chosen by officials for

the young Philippine Eagle

' that-was rescuéd last month

at-the foot of the Pantaron

" Range, along the- ‘boundaries

- of Talaingod tewn in Davao

del Noite and’ San‘Francisco

in ‘Buludnon as a tr1bute to

Iapapfx“-

~ #Thégiant raptoris now kept

. dtithe Philippine Eagle Center

- in Barangédy Malagés, Calinan

Dlstmct this city, which is run

. by the 1 non-profit Philippine
L Eagle Foundanon '

Saklira is among 37 Phlhp-

‘; pme Eagles being kept at the

Malagos C'enter ) 1

- lAccording to PEF: executlve

' director Dennis: Salvador, the
young Philippine Eagle, el'j»trl- :

mated to be more or less
years old, was rescued af er
she suffered a'bullet wound|in .
her lower left abdomen causecl
by an air gun.

The bird we1ghed 5.2 kl- :

Iograms, which was high y

suggestive of her being fe-

male when she was found last
month,, 1
The' glant ,raptor was, chs-
covered stariding on the ba
ofariverby Ata Mangbos, who
were mghf:huntmg for frogs 1n
theiarea. The young eagle was
allegedly’ docile*and dld‘ not
resist capture : bl
The juveriile female ‘W s‘
then turried over to a PEF te
last month through 'I‘alamgod
Mayor‘ Bas:ho leayao 5

‘_“
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AL GOVERNMENT UNITS

DOLPHIN RESCUED Personnel ofthe Salcedo Mun|c1pa| PO|ICE Statlon assnst men fromn BFAR and MENRO hes
Samar on Wednesday Barangay resadents sought he1p afterﬁndlng 'the weak dolphm, whlch was freed fartherf
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Us places patehed bumblebee ori endangered spec
:MIAMI—The Urited States placed a bee ‘of’ the endangere

_ Species listfor the'first time,
“after the rusty patched bum-

, ‘bIebee S populatmn declined

- sharply duetd'pesticides, dis-
* ease and climate change, offi-
‘cials said'on Wednesday
, -These once ‘cominon bumble-
bees afe now “balancing pre-
_cariously otithe brink of ex-
tiriction,”’said a statement
“from the US'Fish and Wildlife
Service. “Abuiidance of the -

" rusty patched bumblebee has

f_. plummeted by:87 percent,
- leaving small, ‘scattered popu-
latlons in' 13 states and one.
* province,” down from 28
" states in the 1gg0s.~aFp "be declared endangered —'AP ol

ST _ FETERATEY T

¢
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E By Lance Bacongms 1

2

: CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—=
~ The provincial government
" of Lanao del Sur has creatéd !
the Lanao Basm Management R !
p 1 COUI’!Cll to ehstire proper plan- ’
plementatlon ofthe -
ated - Natural Resouices
|~ and ,Elf pment Manage-
: ment, Pm_]ect or! INREMP for-
aKe Tatiao River Basin. .

" Meeting with the Depart-
" ment s.of +Environment and
~ Natural* ‘Resotitces and dlffe;- o
- ent local government units on i
Tuesday, ‘the provincial gov- |
L, ‘ernment created programs and

T a roadmap for: the river basin’s ] ! .
.. developinent. - ! ‘ 7
. Urider. INREMP, $100 m11- ; :
i, lion (RS billion) from Asian |
\ Development Bank and 13.25
millionin Special Drawing,
Rights from the International
Fund for' Agnculture Develop-
. . ient-—worth about P84 mil--
. lion—-will:be used to bankrofl- ;
* the program. . : i
: Lake Lapao is in Lanao del i
= Sur,’ coVers 340, square kllom-
' 5 d~;’$ ‘the largest lake in -

‘worldt Itaused ato be the sole
. sourde“of power of Mindanao !
L through +hydroelectricity, now. |
-0t prov:des rough]y 30 percent |
_of the region’s energy, offi c1als i
. . said."
¥ + . Lake Lanao was named. a
* watershed resetvation in 1992
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. J OUSE.of Representatives .. . ...~
—1: Deputy Minority Leader Litg,. 2010

L. Atienza on Thutsday called:~

¥ "o elline

;thé dtténtion of President Duterte O v

o |
\ ATIENZA: “The LA
c hasallovedthe | -
proliferation of these |
fishpéns, These fishpens
and thewaterlilies clog-
theLaguna de Bay,and |
prevent it ffom serving-
asa catch basinfor the.
. freeflow of rainwater, ;
This causes massive- |

“the nonimplementation ‘ofhis ordét f¢

Cx

"7 " andSouthem Tagalog” i

g i
. D IRENE DL RT RN

™. __

the Laguna de Bay by the second week of
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legelobr . Dukteke orcter Fo dicmantle g
o THPUG a0 Laguna ok Bay 10T

N\

LLDAis t?hgéna.in reaso

; _J‘.'J.IL'-tI'lE La.-\,
" guna deBayhasbeen mgeréun;by j'
; fishipeﬁs;“‘a_nd:illegal stf.u"\"i:l_'i‘es,"':
. leading to its steady degrada- :
tiOIl. ) . w 4‘{ ey '
“Thg',LI.I.DA;:has allowed the pro- ..
) Iifer;at_iq;hof these fishpens,. These. .; _ L ‘ _
fishpg-ng‘:angu,-the waterlilies clog . | .
|

+ the Laguna de|Bay, and prevent it
fromserving asacatchbasinforthe .
.. free flow of rainwater. This causesih
'y g - massive flooding in Metro Manila
., and Southern ‘Tagalog. Moreover, ‘
& ; theyd'epriveuthésmallfisher-fqlkpf " -
. their 1i§relihoad; leaving our fisher-
.. folk thgl,'ﬁgjqrggt sector of society,” ' .
Atienza added, ; L
Atienza, a former threesterm |
- Manila mayor and environment !
: : .secretary,‘-éhrli:erwelcomed‘-éi_,ridex—- '
5 .. Pressed full support for Duterte’s ;"
' ' ; directiggt'o'ai.s_“r_n;ntle fishpensand . .
; illegalistructures in the Lagupade
. Bay. Since he was Manila mayor .;
: - and untilnow as,a representative, ;
‘; o represeptipgr,t,hgj Buhay party-list .. : ‘ .
I group, he has .consistently;_gdvo- ] SO : i
cated the ‘cleaning and clearing
. not only of Laguna de Bay, but 511
other b?djﬁ%ﬂf water, such as the
: Manila B%y,* Tadl Lake, Lake‘"l'?}uh:i,_
: : - Lake Seb.uﬁja;pd:’;?fl-he Lake L;ana‘i), ‘

ienza ;‘T;oinf‘:-- :
edout that, ¢lésrly, the LLDAjsriot
. giving an a -‘i_.lii&té picture of the -
problerr;‘;_;;’ Al ;rdmg to the agent
1cy’s recoﬁds,“:bi;-ly 13,000 hectares
' 5"'*bf the Lagu;_l;a\jdé"Bay are occupied
; _ | by fishpens, ‘or about 12 percent.
" of the lak r I; area of 99,000

-
[
~t
=
1]
8 5
52
ﬂ':
)
o
>

e aiaLe

vone quick PagsT™
ke will give a clear pie- ' &
" ture—over 80 percent is occupied’ :
! - by fishnene! lanstie_ . -
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Atlenza slams LLDA |
‘inaction over flshpens

BUHAY party—llst Rep. tho Atlenza, also
senior-deputy minority léader, calléd the

' -attention of President Rodrigo Duterte on
" 'the non-implementation of his order to
" dismantle ail fishpens on Laguna de Bay in
+ December last year. .o

“It's been almost a month since the
President gave the order for the immediate

" dismantling and clearing of all fishpens and

iliegal structures from Laguna de Bay. All we
are hearing from the Laguna’ Lake Develop-

_‘ment Authority (LLD) right now are ialibis

for failure. If the LLDA is the President’s

 onlysource of information; his directive will
" go nowhere because the LLDA is the main
. culprit. Nothing was done for the past years
. under the watch of General Manager Neric

Acosta,” Atienza said on Thursday. - A
~He pointed out that the LLDA is the:main

reason why Laguina de Bay has been overrun
. _by fishpens and illegal structures, leadmg to
its steady degradatlon

~ “The LLDA has allowed the prohferatlon

it from’ serving as.a catch basin
flow of rain water. This causes m;sswe flood- -
|

of these ﬁshpens These ﬂshpe ns and the

waterlilies clog Laguna de Bay and prevent

ing in Metro Manila and South

Moteover, they. deprive the sm Il .
sherfolk the

of their livelihood, leavmg our A
poorest sector of soclety, Atle

earlier welcomed and’ expressed

for the free

tn Tagalog.

1

: a sald

“ll support

to Duterte’s d dlrectlve to clearall 11Iega1 struc-

tures on Laguna de Bay."

He said the LLDA is not gwmg
p1cture of the pr’oblem

Based on'theagency’s records
hectares of Laguna de Bay are gg
fishpens - orabout 12 percent g
total area of 99 000 hectares.. -

“The truth is, one qmck pass over
givea clea,r}plcture aver G0 percen
by fishipens, leawng onlya fracuon 0

aneacc;orate

b #.4.

élcupled by
of: the lake 5

lf

cis occupled

for thousands of ﬁsherfolk,” AUenza Said. .

J’!‘ —

thellkewﬂ]_

openwater- -
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SINABI ng Department of En-

vironmerit and Natural Re- - -

sources (DENR) na sisimu-
lan na nito ang pagbaklas sa
mga higanteng fish pen atfish
cage sa Laguna de Bay nga—
yong: buwan.

lplnallwanag' ni Environ:

ment Undersecretary Artwro

Valdez na pupulungin na nila -
. ang mga opisyal ng Laguna -
Lake Development Authority -
(LLDA) para atasan na um-_
pisahan na ang demolisyon- .

-sa lalong madaling panahan.
Yaman din lamang at

nagsalita at nangako na si

" Valdoz,dapat lamang na tu-
_parin at panindigan niyaang

v la blncﬁ‘i ‘gancon magiging 3
: adall ang misyon ng LLDA“ g
. af DENR. -

P17 -

Kung iyon ngang mgaln—

. formal‘settler sa ating mga

kanyang sinah: : )
Ang problema nga la-
mang ay mukhang mahihira-
par silang tiduyang ipagiba
ang naglalaklhang fishpens -

_-na iyan sapagkat mabibigat
at maiimpluwensya ang ka-
- nilang mga-makakalaban.

- ‘Hindiba.alam ni Valdez

~ria karamiharni sa mga may-,

ari ng'mga fish pen diyan sa.

~fawa:ng Laguna ay mga bi-;
- gafing personalidad at mata- -
taas na oplsyal ng pullsya.a
- atmilitar? .

~ Milyon ang kinikita ng -
mga fishpen owner diyan &t

milyor din anig kanilang nag: *

- ing puhunan kaya tingin ko

T
n

kalunsuran ay pumapalag
kahit walang kakayanang

malpagtanggol lang ang-ka- . -
- nilang tirahan, iyon pa.ka-
" yang-mayayaman at mala-
lakas ang hindi pumalag? - .

- 'Satotoo [ang ay exclted :
na akong makita kung kaya )
batalaga ng mgataga-DENR

- gt LLDA na gawin ang plano

mlang pagaiba. .
- Napakalaking tulong kasa

“noon. sa maliliit na ma-
ngingisda na lubhang nahi-
hirapang buhayin ang pami:
lya.dahil halos wala na si- -

lahg mahuling isda sa lawa
dahil sa mga naglalakihang

palaisdaan o fishpen doon. *

491372

UPPER-HALF

¢

 AMAKAKAYA m? %

:Ipinagmamalakl ni Val-
-dez na |t|nulur!ng na mlang
'illgal 5|mula sa.Enero 1,
2017 ang. mga flshpen daq,.
hil napaso na ang mga per-:

1déd atcompliarice lamang.
- Matagal nang okupada ;-
‘ng mga fishpen operato 53‘: :

LOWER-HALF

g;ﬁams 13,000 ektarya
ng may 90,000 ekiarya ng
! |awa_na lubhang malaki
kaysa sa itinakdang 9, 000

_ektarya para sa aquacul-
2. ture.. Lumalabas na may

1,018 lehitimong fishpen at

_cage-oper_ator' sa.lawa ha- -
- bang'nasa 2,261 naman
‘: j- ang-iligal ang operasyon.

Ang tanong, makaya

:"kaya ng DENR na gibain

any thga fishpen at fish
cage sa-Laguna de Bay?
Abangan natin!

[
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: Nlckel Asia says
ore shupmerlts
fallin 2016 |

NICKEL ASIA Corp.on
Thursday said shipments of
.. iicke! ore dropped 2% in
2016°armid lowier voluries
; and lackluster world fitices.
- Inastatement the |’
* listed rnmer sald it sold

"~ 193 nillion wet metrlci .

" tons (WMT)-of nickei ore
-7 Tast year, slightly lower}
" than the 19.7 million ]
* WMT of shipments ;
* tecorded in2015. -
~ “Lower shipment vol-
- ymes coupled withthe |
‘ o\tera" weakness’l’n ‘ickel
gre pnces led to 3ifop in
the Compiiy’s estlm%ted
‘value of splpmenis from
P14.4 billion in. 2015t0
P13 3 bllhon ui 2016 i
. Nlckel Asia sald.
Nickel Asia noted the
estimated reallzed nickel
- prices on 17 mllhon WMT
of ore sales, ivainly to”
‘Japanese and Chinese j
customers, last'year avef-
aaed $20.82 per WM. This
compares with an average
of $22.64 per WMT in 2015.
Of its four operatwnal
. mines, the TaganLlo;hlgh-
« pressure acid leachate
“(HPAL) facility s¢colnted
*for the bulk or 42% of
. total shipments: In 206,
* the mineshipped 2.3:
- million WMT of saprolite
- ore, 8% lower than the
.- 2.5 million WMT In 2015.
. It also shipped 5.7 miliion
2 WMT of limoniite ore for
" the full year, 10% up from
- 5.2 miflion WMTin 2015.

PR

for 32% of thetotal

'shlpments ‘Broken down,
this consu;ts of 23 mllhon |
) WMT 'of saprolité ore -

Meanwhlle ‘thieRio
Tubi: m1ne accounted 1.

and 39. m1!|1on WMT of

Shlpments fom™

" thie’Hinatuan mine

durang this pefipd S fell .

6% ko 3milion WHTT i’ N
“2076; fom 32 tlfion-e .-
WML{nzmsqwhne s .|

Cagdianad mine’ shipped
21 rnllhon WMT in2016
from 2.2'million WMT N
the prioryear, - v
“The unfavomble SR
weather cond:t!ons and the
effects ofsea swells during”
the first hialf of the year
restifed to delaysinthe
start ofshlpmentsfromthe

‘ Company’s Hlnatuan and -

Cagdiando minés, thereby *
translating to: shghtly i
lower shlpment voiumes in
2016 Nlckel ASIasald .

- -Shiares of Nickel Asfa™
rernamed unchanged on.
‘Thursday to ciose P8.49

:ap:ece —-J.C I.lm
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Nickel Asia 2016 exports dovlrn 2%

NICKEL Asia Corp. (NAC) yesterday an-
nounced that it exported 19.3 million wet
metric tons of nickel ore last year, down
two percent from the previous year’s total

© of 19.7 million WMT.

NAC also expressed that lower ship-
ment volumes coupled with the overali
weakness in nickel ore prices led toa 7.6
percent drop in the company’s estimated
value of shipments from P14.4 billion in
2015.to P13.3 billion in 2016. .

The company also stated that the esti-
mated realized nickel price on- 11,7 million

° WMT.of ore sold mainly to Japanese and
" Chinesé ‘customers in 2016 also averaged

$20:82 per WMT compared to an average
of $22.64 per WMT realized in 2015.
NAC also realized an average of $4.39
per pound of payable nickel on 7.6 million
WMT sold in 2016, down from the average

price of $5.36 per pound of payable nickel

on 7.8 million WMT sold in 2015.

The company attnbuted the lower
volumes due to remedial Vfrork conducted
over a one month period at the Taganito
HPAL plant, -which rcduccd ore delivery.
The work was completed i m May 2016 and
the plant has since resumed operations at
full capacity.

“The year 2016 was challenging as
we saw nickel prices l'ut a l3-year low
carly in the first half, a continuation of the
downtrend that we expencnccd in 2015.
However, pricesin the second half have im-
proved in line with 1mpro|vmg fundamen-
tals for mckel due to dec g inventories

coupled ; with some production cut-backs

and closures, and a strong|recovery in the
Chinese stainless steel market. All these.
suggests higher nickel prices this year,”
NAC president and chief executive officer,
Gerard Brimo said in a statement.

-
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