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Gina questions mofivel
behind complaint against

"By ELIZABETH MARCELO .

‘Environment Secretary

Gina Lopez has ques--

tioned the miotive of a
group that filed criminal
and administrative com-
plaints against her before
the Office of the Ombuds-
man in connection with
her alleged inaction over

the supposed anomalous

purchase of air quality
monitoring equipment.
In a statement sent to

reporters-on Tuesday,
Lopez said she suspects a -

top dffcial of the United
Filipino. Consumers and

. Commuters (UFCC) had -

‘ahand. “in a campaign to

find fault” against her and

her department.

. The UFCC filed the
~complaint against her
‘and three other officials

of the Department:of En- .

: " tives are and who is fund-

ing this camﬁa' gn to find
e

© vironment and Natural
Resources.

"“Why these un-

founded allegations are

hef

brought to fore when I
decide to break relation-

“ship with Dr. Mike Ara-

gon because of unkept
promises? 'And if so,
what is his real agenda
here?” Lopez said.
_ Aragon is thd vice pres-
ident of UFCC.|

“One should question
what Dr. Aragon’s mo-

fault where there is none,”

" Lopez said. | L
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DENR won't allow Nickelodeon theme g

.+ . Enyirdnment Secretary Gixia
. Lopez yesterday vowed to pre-
_vent the American children’s
““televisign network. Nickel-
> odeon froth building an under-,
' waterresortand theme'park in
~ Coron, Palawan,. .. -~ . TFalawe
© Ina poston its official Twit=+. +T.

. ippine Seas, le

-

. in the area,

r,
I
i

© "By ELIZABETH MARCELO and MARY|GRACE PADIN

ter éééoun_t, the Department. _---'rpeint aft_ ¥ Viacom Interna- .
of Environment and Natural - tional Me
Resoitrces (DENR) said: “Lo-
‘pé'zf-fé'a‘_ys she wo‘.r'l;ffc'"‘q‘llow the
underwater the

I3

park i

ia Networks, owner
of Nickelddeon, on Tuesday
“announced its plan to build a
1 '; 400-hettate underwater resoft
and themgipark in Coron.

Tt {s kKhown'to have some

| o

nm————— e

; :c')jf-the-most beauhfulbeaehes _

in"the world today,” Viacom
_executive vice president Rofi : i

#Johnsen - referring: to. Pala-,

- wan-was quoted as'saying in
- an email statement to-Agencé '

'France Presse.

Sl Lkl L

7

Tﬁfﬁ.tﬁ'Pdge 5

ENR From Page 1

" T-mavironment advocates, including

P BéL

Greenpeace, opposed the idea and warned .

against destritction of marine ecosystems

N Petition :
- Following Viacom’s announcement,
ehvironmental group Save Philippines
Seas Jaunched an online petition dubbed
“No to Nickelodeon's Underwater Theme

‘Park in Palawan.” " o
In less than 24 hours, close.to 100,000
netizens have sigried the petition against

the plan. _ S
Anna Oposa, co-founder of Savé Phil-
d tl}e campaign on Bataris.

;

com. : :
“We call on the local government of
Palawan, Nickelodeon or Viacom Interna-
tional Media Networks and Coral World
Park Undersea Resorts Inc. to junk their

* plan to build & 400-hectare underwater

theme park in Coron,” the petition read.
“Contrary to a press statement that
the underwater theme park would advo-

rakn Arane wmeakasblae. I Lt

~ ouir Last Frontier,” the petition said.
“For a television channel that targets
children, Nickelodeon is setting a terrible
mistake to the younger generation by tak-
ing away their right to enjoy: our natufal
resources,” it added. O
The petition can be accessed through
soclal media sites Facebook and Twitter.

Meanwhile, fishers’ g'i'oiip Pamban- -

sang Lakas ng Kilusang Mathamalakaya
ng Pilipinas (Pamalakaya) joined the call

theme park. . .
"The fisherfolk group

tostop the proposed Palawan underwater

vows to oppose

and frustrate the Projectin order to protect

the country’s marine resources and most
of all," the livelihgod of the|fishers and

the Filipino people,” Pamalakaya said in-

a staternent. S
Pamalakaya chairman Feirjando Hicap

said that coritrary to Nickelodeon’s claim
that the' project will promote environ-

mental protection,. the construction of
the resort and theme park would destroy
Palawan’s environment an jTi_tsmarine
and aquatic life. i
Based on the group’s records, Palawan
is home to more than 300 cbr%zgpecies or
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ENVIRONMENT Secretary Re-
gina Paz L. Lopez has thumbed
down the plan of US children’s
television network Nickelodeon
and Coral World Park Undersea

- Resorts, Inc. to construct an un-

derwater resort and theme park
in Coron, Palawan: (™"

, rIf-qutallS destructmn of
corglalnight away, Ill éhy, no way!

-F1shermen need corals. Corals

are home for fish,” Ms. Lopez told
reporters on Tuesday.

Ms. Lopez was reacting to the
announcement of Viacom In-

‘ternational Media Networks on

; Monday that a-new Nickelodeon

AVIEW of Coron Island In Palawan

ronmentalists and conserva-’

tion groups who say its impact
on Palawan’s biodiversity con-
trary to its advocacy of marme
protection.

resort and attraction is being

In its statement; Viacom said
Coral World Park will be the
largest coral reef conservation
program in Asia, with the re-
gion’s biggest marine sanctuary

developed within Coral

Park, a 400-hectare undersea-
themed development bemg

planned in Coron.
Viacom, whlch OWnS,

open by 2020.

41 will never allow 01; bio- |
oney
Fili-
pinos are much more important |
than business,” Ms. Lopez said. .
* Aside from the Department

'd1vers1ty to be killed for
some people want to make;

of Environment and Naj:j;‘ral
Resources (DENR), the p‘:o;ec.t
has also earned the ire oflen\n-

been pegged asthe country’s “la
ecologlcal frontier” !

-Moreover, Palawan is home
to several protected areals,
including the famous marihe

orld

1ck— _
"elodeon, said its first resgrt in-
.Southeast Asia is. expected to

of 1992 for the management,
protection, sustainable devel-
opment, and rehalhtatmn of
protected areas.

The Coral World Park nroi-
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s 4 . oy b " Py 9 1) &,,—;',):'5‘- L ﬁ‘.!.:,.r_ 4‘:”‘," .

o Ceer e T Colaiadnas e 4o e e, ;
- PROPOSED underwater th eme

y\ @';TM ?;‘najr’u'ga” v ‘-..rwi!r[ Ee s BINTL

-~

- A as the country’s last ecological
frontier, is facing stiff opposition from
ecology groups and possible rejection

- and Natural Resources (DENR), |
- potwithstanding the proponents’ "
advoeate ocearr protection and coral-"

«Jseef gonsegvation. :

I |

. - =t — 4 11, ——
¢ Envirgniiient Secretary;Reginaly b e \
J,'

I:"?.\z L. Lgbe%?has;télgep a hgi“& line§ . keybiod ii‘wiqrsi.'ty:area (KBA)nee |

btance a'gai:ncsjté.,"de?;ru’éiti; .ﬁ' ‘gg' : 800 EC Auged the cancej‘l,rlra';:-'ib;i"g“ : a Ion’g'hﬁfi‘mm “3;5::3?’1'.'...?:‘:
velopmef}t _’prOJ.ect's,‘,pjar-.Eib 1aplyg . - . of six BEECsfor mining'pj‘ri_gj'e -, “Pal ‘Lgarihos_iis.'ZD.pgrﬁgnttofo
in Palawan. As chief steward"off ! ' and a Housing project withinitha. - percent gfithéRhilippine§'smarine

p Al e e L Al Jp | 1 an a' S *g ] l'\..-‘.‘:-: : TS p h’ 3&1 R ..

the envirdiiment] she’Rad*previ® | | L. Mesa Watershed. SO biodiverigty,mea ing [the] variety .
ously declared that Pdlawanis off- ' T I'he DENR also issued show=y, of fishapdothermarine resources
imia o dstrucive Bevlopment ' copsecuiiigotzonercomparialy | constllBeedindinghe by
projects, includingiimining and | with-the)threat of revoking their; .in‘tHefcgu . Thisinéeds to be

. ! . AT ] j O

Hy

coal-fired power plar'-ﬁ;,s. ]

" ECCs fo%faiﬁ??g to comply o

. serigusly’ considered in any in- |

N ‘t ’ - -: A R T P PR g |
While Lopez cguld not be | certainiconditions. f’-'a..SF_Tu-“tﬁ,’?-*d?ff-}"???%jfn 1€
reached for comment as of this - ' ' - coastal|dnd Tha¥ine areas’in the

! i
writing, a DENR Twi’E-f:er account,
ANMTANR  ~Affirial l-‘vﬂao{-or‘ that

, Lim ofgtlquEﬁlR’s Protectedy;

Difector ?Tﬁeresa, Mundita:8

S
L wawed TANS LML L [MTATDN

' . ] i i S
province,” Lim said,

DRI 2obrdd



0ENR/ I’(?

SIRA'I l[* Gl(" 8 OMMUNE(”ATI() AND ENHTIA TIVES SE]

¢ Cﬁflﬁ‘Mﬁn ﬂf 7%?

12 JA'\

e -;;’AE; l/___e_

UPPER HALF

lOWER HALF

RVICE

4 as»Saenuﬂd@:; afization (Unesco)“

World Hénta‘ge%es-—the Tubat- '

> .ftaha Reefsabidthal PuertoPrincesa
Underground'River (PPUR)

Theproject - . °
" m’g—lg Amerlcan 11d;e,ns televi-.
e S101 n A' eledeon an-

[l AR 5 .
gfw-wrnxonn(;ed 1%%19% d‘an under-
ﬁﬁ} wa’gerﬂrégso i#an gheme park on' |

Palavgﬁﬁaslgtnd :

EPoL

. restaurants’ andlbunge§6 meters ‘
f{ ! or 20 feetiba] asea«legel
©  The flrm alsoﬁgmdrth
" ment woul&i"a yocateio
 tion and reef cor‘lse Vatio) |
VlacomuPh1l1ppm
Coral World ;Bark. It% chan:man, ‘
‘ PaulMonozcaﬁw squotedassaymg :
theyare takmgmeasures toensure

thatthe b1od1vers1ty iskeptintact.

" Despite’ -assurar{ces-* from the

" project propolx}ents, emnronmental .

advocates ate up ih arms andvowed

- to oppose the projéct.” ; :
Instead of bu11d1ng the money-

‘making fac111fy, ‘the'proponents

of a proposed: underwat,er theme

park should: help in’ réal i brotec-

" Watch sald

’Greenwashlng’ A.‘l\f A

YAPTINCHAY said the plan to

build a resort was first floated

in 2011, bt iFKas yet to secure’”
' any permit from the DENR or

Palawan Co‘uncﬂ for Sustamable .

m(

.Development (PCSD)

“We believe the pro;ect is being’
supported By [the]’ local govern-
ment,” he said:

Yaptinchay dlsobranded asmere’

greenwashmg the, claim. of Vi~

. acom that the proposedundemater. 't

theme park it plans to build in the

* province wouldradvodate oceanpro-
tection and. coraﬁ-reef conservation.
“The constructmn of the un-,

derwater [theme park] itself would’ i

»  degrade the coastal ‘and marine’

. ‘and corals, would be destroyed he

i. s~added. MarmeWﬂdhfeWatchadvo- -

N 1ckelodeon

L

monev for construc

tion and conservation efforts, A4
Yaptinchay of the Manne Wlldhfe 1

partner 1s ';

i B
-.I* Unsustainable- |

' partners should spend the | -

Ui catesprotectionand consen'ration&/

+ Jhi'marine wildlife. oo

"Nlckelodeon and| its pro;ect

e partners should spend the money

for constructmg the theme patk
to actual or real marjne life.and
habltat -conservation activities,

‘instéad of building a facility for
 profit,” Yaptinchay said. '

P ‘-\-ﬁ ’
1. ACCORDING to the praject’s propo-

!
1" nents, Palawan was chosen for the
: 4 deyelopment, because jt “i. known

| to ‘have some of the ngst beautlful
‘[1 beaches in the world today.”. = ¢
; . “Why do you need to, build.a
! theme park showcasing what is in
| .ourbackyard all along. All you have
to do'is swim and enjoy natfn’é,”
Yaptmchay said. A
Oceana Philippines V1ce Presi-
1 dent’Gloria Estenzo Rarnos also
'said the proposed plan is. unsus-
| tainable and will irreparably-dam- .
h‘“"agethemarmeecosystemsandd!s— _
- -place artisanal fishermen. Oceana
Ph111pp1nes, a chapter of Oceana, '
is an intérnational ocean-conser- °
vatlon advocacy group. .
" “I'm ‘wondering if h thorou'gh
. environmental and social-impact
assessment has been done for
4 suchasan environme 1tally criti-
‘rg‘cal area. No place seems‘tp. be
" sacred for development projects

T e

JL
\

: #,nowadays, Ramossaid.. .-

* ‘Meanwhile, advocates;, Jéd by
Anna Oposa, launched an online
pet1t1on calling on the local govern-

'3[ ment of Palawan and the prOJects )
:enwronment In constructmg ‘the, !"i b
~facility, hab1tats, such as mangrove" L
and beach: forebts; sea-ghiss beds!

xproponents tojunk theplan. -

- THe petition; launched 16 Hours
agdasof this writing; already gath—
i ered 99,230 signatures validated by
i 31gnator1es e—maxl addresses

md its projec

Li‘

[ ol

hngrﬂ'\e theme
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By Anné LeahEGonzales R oo R '

' ﬁVﬁbﬁﬁehngcrﬂérY Regiria Lopez "" |
said Wednesday s Tl
Nickelodeon’s plan to build a 100-hectare’

he will oppose

s ﬁnderwa;ter‘the_me park in"Palawan. P

. “Lopez says she won't allow
the underwater theme park in
.Palawan,” the Enviroriment De-
partment said in a tweet,
" Lopez made: the staterhent af-
ter Viacom International Media
‘ th\works" global “kids  brand

Nickelodeon annqunced its plan ' _ i
‘ABS-CBN Corp, which her fam-:.

to collaborate with Coral World
"Park Undersea Resorts Inc. for
. the ‘development of a Nickel-

~.odeon resort and attraction in
~'the Philippines. R
+The company said ‘its first
“resort.-in Southeast Asia would

.cover 70 hectares for the resort’s -

‘accommodation and 30 hectares
for the thgmed'attractiqjj." o
Lopez told broadeast network

1y controls that she would fiever

visitors could:expect a multi~is- change.
-land experience within CWP that -
~would include island. hopping..- ing 2018 and is within a three'to
- hidden lagoons, hot springs, an ;

" animral reserve and

“diving amidst shipwrecks. = .-
It said when completed, CWP .

~allow the corals to be:jhajﬂ'"iiiéd‘.‘;'_

R [
“You can’t kill -the corals for a -

‘theme park, nfjway,.’-’ she said.

/- The planned Nickelodeon re-
sort will be a 1)&11 of Coral World
Park, a 400§hcétar§ ‘undersea-

-themed masterplanned develop-
- ment'in Coron!Palawan,

Viacom sai in-a statement the
resort would dpen in 2020 and

. feature restaurants and lounges
- six metes below sea level. The

development would “advocate
ocean protectipn,” the statement
said. o

" .. The' project will be located '

amid a’clusterof 16 white-sand
_.i'stlan'ds’glof the) CWP. The com-
~pany: said with/a distance of 5 to
.+ 20’ minutes’ apait by speedboat, . -

.{‘-1

world-class  within Asia, .

o = R e
TR T T

'CWP will open in phases start. |
six hour radius: to major cities

Environmert groups, however,
strongly opposed the’ develop-

'

would be'the largest coral resf .ment of the thete park. Oceana

‘comservation program in Asia,
- with Asia’s largest marine 'sanc-
tuary. for five key species — dol-
-phins, sea cows, sea horses, tur-
‘tles'and whale: sharks, o
The Ocean Protection program

‘is jointly funded by Monaco-

‘based ‘Dr. AB Mofiozca Foun-
“dation and its CWP Trust,.and
;supported by global persanalitiac-

- Philippinies vice president Gloria
‘Estenzo Raimos said “the pro-
posed plan‘is unsustainable-and

will irreparably damage-‘;‘_[hie ma-

rine ecosystems and displace our
artisanal fisherfolk.” -

“I'm wondering if a thorough
environmental and"social impact
-assessment "has. beén done for

BTN S S

VICE




Abante

9/~ |2~ /7]
j DATE
! 2.

PAGE

(

UNA SA BALITA _....)

UPPER HALF

v’

LOWER HALF

llnnerwaler resord sa Palawan linututulan|

- Inihmsad kahapon ng
conservation - gmups at
lmga concerned - citizens

i
|
1,
[

ay maglgmg bahagi ng
400 éktaryang undersea
development na magpa-

! ang kanifang online protest+ pakita-sd marine life s&

* kaugnay sa planong pagpa-
‘ patayo ngunderwaterresort
7 at theme park s& Palawan. *
Tto ay pinangunahan ng
I Save Phlllppme Seas, na
I iniendorso ang isang peti--
¢ gyonnapigilinang Viacom
i-Intenational Media Net-
! works sa kanilang plano. -
| - Inanunsyo ng US chil-
 dren’s television network
' na Nickelodeon ang plano
| nitong pagtatayo ng isang
. 1undcrwaterresortattheme
Ipark sa Palawan, ria kila-
lia bilang “last ecological
%ﬁ'ontier” ng Pilipinas.
" “Ayon sa Nickelode-

e, W

on, ang parke sd Palawan [

‘pasabing lugar na mag*
bibigay.ng pagkakataon
_samgafans namakasala:

muha ang kanilang mga
'paboritong characters.
~ Kilala ang Nickelo-
‘deon sa. pagpapalabas

.ng-sikat na SpongeBob.

Square pants, Dora the

Explorer at maraming.

ibia pang animated shows
na patok sa mga bata.
"“Coron is not Biki-

ni Bottom!” anang Save.
Philippines Seas kung

saan pmasmungalmgan
nitoang pahayagng kom-
_ panyd na ang theme park
ay pagsusulong sa panga-
ngalaga ng karagatan,

Ayon sa Viacom na
' nagmamay-ari sa Nicke-

[PUSRIVENG J Y

lodeon, mammsyo ni-
lang’ magbubukas ang
nasabing'resort sa 2020,

" na‘magkakaroon pa ng
‘mpa restaurants na na-

kalubog' six. meters o 20
feet belowsealevel.
man, nanindi-

K Ylm
gan ang? Greenpeace nal.
sxsnramJamang ngnasa- |

bing proyekto ang ma-

‘rine ecosystem na kl]ala ‘

sa buong mundo.”
Ayon kay : Vince
Cinches: ng Greenpeace

+ Southeast “Asia, nakalu*

lungkot at nakababahala
ang pagtatayo ng ganito
kalaking theme park sa
11a11m ng tubig.
Hindi aniya maisu-

sulong ang environmen-|

tal protection - sa pama-

- magitan ng pagtatayo ng
-mga ganitong istruktura.

(Betchai J ullanl
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health violaﬁig)n-s. i

The DENR, Petron President Ra-
mon$. Angsaid, “has alreadyissued
. an Ore Transport Permit [OTR)”
This permit is crucial as it allows
the transport of ore from the mines
to,the market. If such permit is not
" issued, it effectively stops the com-
" pany’s operations.
" “The OTP wasissued. Itinawagna
 kaning, The DENR was just misled,”
said Ang, who is alsg the president
of San Miguel Corp. (SMG). Pétron
is a subsidiary of SMC. o
. Itwasnot clear if\the'permit Was
- alreadyhandedto Petron Corp.’s140

3 .

—_— _ o e rver _
.“‘*ﬂ" £ T3 T E 3 1 1q Lgé.rggtég;;ol start tﬁlngn_p;gercial-
The Issue of scattered ash near r hapq_-rqtiqgs by Aigust 2018. i
e , alw lthﬁ!’-iVéri§n0t true. Thébbttdmésh ‘ ‘!.-‘ﬁnit 1 will be COH]JTISSIOHJEd']n
’ ' i - Rl LS a4 Rl T S i
wﬂlbebr_oughtto thecementplant as .+ May, 2017 Unit:2 by Aligust 2017,
'y 'g_.:;avy.m; toclinker so walanp mag-ge- :Uﬁ-itas ,];"y June 2017, and Unit,4 by

. o
¢ L
. ‘1.
L E

‘ B\E'LENié'L'E%bTUnaifg@Iiéctuﬁé R
ETRON Corp. has been cleared

< by the Department of Environ-! .

' and Natural Resources @

ofalleged environmental and’

-in Limay, Bataan, Angonlysaid calls .

- . -Theymaybdr of Limay, Bhtﬁ%'é:'i‘li 1l
* leged there Were "envii’onmenta‘lvfg-_' i

" generate ng vradte, Lahat ngplant na
Iy l‘QEB:{q\i}rcglﬁﬁngﬂuidizedfﬁedlgkahfr .

D

[

rations

| @*‘; PRRS

2 W

. :,ﬁ 'ﬁ' -

- pélluted a waterwa

1 TS

A R % Pk
. year and' was®thus

SRS R I e
megawatt (MW) cogeneration plant
were made to issue the permit. ... Highways (DPWH), . . .

. Angrevealed this after his meet-
ing with Environment. Secretary
Regina Paz L. Lopez on Wednesday
morning, During the meeting, Ang
said he brought all the legal docu-
mentstoprovenotone of the compa-

ny-owned facilities violated anylaws

for the spill

damaged b

40On acéu

| 1On actushioNof s

K

sues and problems posed by the oil
spill at the Bataan Thermal Power

Plant [BTPP]/Pan Asia area; oil spill -away from tlE river.  ~

August 2038, It is mot et vmning

2 I(S continue:
;) ! '

3 b

‘ntearthe mouthofthe Alangan river )
- "and the ash dump near the Petror

Limay Terj;pil;al [PLT] area” ‘

The companywasissuednotices|
ofviolatié{ﬁ3nDe¢éh§Her28;'20:_f6; '
2rd Janupey6; 2017 by the Envi |,
ronmental! 'a‘nggsment Burean
(EMB)forfashehst ihad allegedly| ,

I ‘Ang said -‘sHé’jorl’{?ﬁill intident .
at the IBTE,R q?cqr,}regl_iﬂ July le,s‘.t‘
d by 4" former [

- employee of the contractor by the
:Department of Public Works and

5y Thespill is 5 kilometers -away
_fromthe Petronfacility. Themayorof
Limay m#op%i;;g;l:gtsers blamingus
Whyblame us when the
BTPPisown edbythe NPC [National
Power Corpl] and the pipeline was
y, the DPWH?" Ang said. .
: fidump Aedy
‘themouth of A’ anganriver, Angsaid’
thisincident¢ouldriot be blamed on
Petron because the facility is 2 km
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DENR allows SMC unlt‘?ﬂ-_ﬁ-i_

_to move out ash stockpile

. By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON and.DANESSA RIVERA:

The Department of Envifonment and
Natural Resources (DENR) has allowed
SMC Consolidated Power Corp. (SMC-
CPC) to move its stockpile out of its
Bataaan facilities.

Environment Secretary Gina Lopez

~ said she would immediately approve a

transport permit for the stockpiles to be
removed out of the area to prevent further
damage to the host community in Limay
where the Petron Bataan Reﬁnery (PBR)
is located. -

“The problem is they do not have the

. permit to move it out and DENR i$ in a

position to give the penmt and I'will give

“it so we get the ash out,” Lopez sa.ld ina
' briefing yesterday.

“They have to submit a formal requesf:

" now and we will give it to them as soon

as possible,” Environment Undersecretary
~ Arturo Valdez said. — -

Valdez added,

. the company would

need to-disclose

‘where it plans to

' u+snnnglm

put the stockpiles
once the permit j s

......

gue:l

" Corp:- presidént.

Ramon S. Ang met
with Lopez yester-
day to defend the
group from allega-
tions of ash spill
coming from the

facilities of its sub-
. sidiaries SMCPC

and Petron Corp..
Ang said: the.

_allged coal ash spill
-was actually lime

powder and never
reached the nearby
Alangan River.
“"What we need *
is an ore transport

J \
-‘ 15
permit from DENR: If we sequre that, we
dor't need an ash’'pond. (Beg: use) what-
ever we generate evéryday, y
to the cement plant, we sell i ," Ang said,
noting the limestone powder is being used
as a raw material in producing cement.
The Environmental Management Bu-
reau of the DENR is responsxble for the
implementation of various Invu'onrnen-
tal laws, rules and regulations, includ-

. ing' Presidential Decree 1586 or the law

establishing the Environmental Impact

Assessment System that requires an en- -
vironmental comphance cernﬁcate (ECC) .
 The EMB said it was mclm‘ed toissuea .

new order"against PBR consndermg the
most recent reports and 1nformatlon on
the alleged, skin diseases caused by the
dumping of bottom ash at SMCCPC’

fac111ty A

e haul this-
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o _‘DENR-_ probe vs Bataan
coal plant, sinimulan na

Naglunsad na ngimbestigasyon nagkakasakit dahil sa ash fall

ang Department of Environment Ayon'sa DENR, isasailalim nila sq-
and Natural Resources (DENR) acidity at fineness tests angabo mula

laban sa isang coal plantsa Limay, sa nasabing open ash dump upangl::

'-Ba’hankaﬂgnayngteklﬂnngmga matukoy ang tindi ng panganib na .

Yesidente na nagkakasakif na dahil naidudulot nito s3 mga residente,

$a makapal na abong ibinubuga Naiulat na aabot sa 55,000 cubic| ;
ng planta, o meters ng abo ang natuklasan sa
* " Sinabi ng DENR na nagpadala  isang mababaw ng hukay 'sa Ioob|
na ang kagawaran ng mga tauhan  ng planta, na ayon-sa DENR ay |
sElugarupmgmag—imbesﬁgabﬂang isa lamang sa mga paglabag sa |
‘tugon na rin sa reklamong inihain ipinaiiral na basic safety standards

ngnasa 19 na residente na kabilang  ng kagawaran, .

5a mga pamilyang naaa ; tuhago ... Rommel

P. Tabbad
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By Daxim L. Lucas .
@daxINQ . .

:;The Department of Environ-

Jment and: Natura - Resources
:ADENR) will grant Petron Corpo-
“ration a permit to transport
-“li'mésto'ng byproducts of its oi]
‘refining’ activities out of jts
‘Sprawling production complex
;in Limay, Bataan to put to rest
;complaints . by nearby: ‘legal
settlers about supposed ill' ef-

" fects on their health/ cased by

‘the Powdery substarice.. ;
- Inapress briefing, the presi-

dent of San Miej 1 Corp.—th
a8 Visuel Corp.— e

TTT—

iy

schédule to s_.tart'oper‘a'tin'g‘u,sih'g

'cdal to run its turbines,

" “The plants are rurining on
diesel right now. - Therels no

- coal,” he said. “So What coal ash

. are they'compléii,lﬁ,hga%ﬁtg’i ;

.. /Unlike other coal fi
~ er plants, Ang ‘'said’Sah

‘Pow-.
Miguel

. throws away. ho:waste byprod-

ucts since everything is used as
Taw material for.cement produc-
tion. The ash resulting from the:

- burnipg of coal is ‘_'pozzolapicf‘ in
‘hature.and, as,such, is.also used

as a cement production ;_adc!iti’vg. '
. "We throw, -away, :hothing .
here that can pollute the envi-

.L___—J____

752

e

e

-parent” firm of the " country’s
largest

petroleumn refiper “and
'di'sujibutor—-said Enetgy Secre-
tary Gina Lopez gave the order

for theitransport permitto'be js-

‘sued after'she was briefed on the
situation on Wednesday' morp-
ing ' - e
. "We'will immediately move
that limestone ash out ‘of there .
as soon. as:we recéive. the per-
mit,” Ramon. Ang told repérers. ,
in -a-briefing after his _meeting
with Lopez, “This is g goodssoly-
tion for us, as we can take'this -
limestone ash straight to our ce-
ment plants.” S

ronment,” he ‘said, adding: that
the ash was valuable because it

was being sold to a sister firmfor .
$100 per ton; : S

said/the skifi rashes thatife
(0 Yoot AR
den fibeen' complainirg "«

about wefé determined by ibcal ©
health . officials to be scabies,
which i an-infectioys skin dis;
ease.caused by tick bites, i
‘This, he said, is caused by be-.
ing .in close contact with, dogs’
and livestock, and has nothing to
do with the refinery’s powder
byproduct. A N
“Nonetheless, we have health

—

~fast. . ‘

—- 4——__,_.__, e

The San Miguel chief __E_ll?Q_é .

L

A

Ut e R L L
. San Migual‘; also owns a ce-

‘ment production firm which,

Ang explained,
the lime ash by
can me made

benefits from
'Product since it
into gypsum, an

.additive needed to Prevent the.

cement . from| hardening 'too.

‘I explained: to Secretary
Lopez that wha L we bave there is

‘not coal ash, bg:jt:;,lime,"_ he said,
- explaining that Lwas impossible
.for coal to

be thé‘cause of nearby
Tesidents’ supposeq Tespiratory.
difficulties beca 1se the adjacent
San Miguel . p ,',\y:er,; plant has
pushed. back t IJ May 2017 itg

services for the ommunity ina

large, well-equipped: clinic that
they can avail of for free,” he

said, et "-J;,j i
Apglgqinted out that the res-

on ‘Pét'rbn'—ownedﬁa,r;d:—have $0

far refused offers :lb;b.e;relogaigeg:i
to anearby property,, ... :

 He added the h“umber‘of in-
formal settlers sw. lled in recent

years when Petro was conduct-
ing a.$2-billion u grade for,its
“RMP 2" refinery 'I:'t_:;;ause of the
large volume of s¢ ap-metal gen-
erated by the proje l‘];j; nNQ .

C— —

TIVES SEFR

TO SHIP ‘ASH' OUT OF BATAAN PLANT

dents—many of|whom are in- O
formal Settlers who encroached
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‘grant fund was: put up by a Swiss
agency for elght Assomatlon of South-
east Asian Natxons’(ASEAN) countries
to helpin the nnmedxate needs arising

erty CcOncerns. S

"’ The Swiss Agencyfor Development
-and Cooperation (SDC) isextending in
the next three years the grant through
1| the; Southeast Asian Regional Center
| for Graduate Study and Research

implementor. ‘
The program is the thlrd phase of
the ASEAN-Swiss Partnersh1p on Social

e .o —

- from climate change, hunger, and pov- . |

rJr sauﬁa streamhne'

: grant assnstance to beneﬁc
1 in Agmculture (SEARCA) as pro;ect o

ia, Jndonesm, LaOJ: D
'anmar, Thaﬂand an?l?

- X,

SEA%’"' CA Dli'ector 11 Ségggp\gu
o
q t\g,\ s ~
i lease
M@éﬁ* i
. Eligible types of project proposals
mclude quick turnaround. studies to. aid
declslon—malung, exploratory review of

: emergmg problems, analytical studies, *. “an

. Foresltry‘.Network Strateglc Response

.

so’éi}al b

" H‘.? . R g

Social

i Fund

i ’
Cursor

ASI_{,;;‘

R

& ini
Cliniate Change Agriculture a
estry| towards Food Security and the
ASEAN Vision for Food, Agriculture
lTyrestry,” he added: '

I

e dparea b s s

:_ dialoghies and. roundtable dlscussmns, :
-, ‘ands -udy tours .

belng
s[a long .
ogram .

.,s'ectoral Frame ork on S
d For- .
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urgedto stop sell

candles with lead

CHINESE candle: retailers in Chinatown, Manila, .
were urged to refrain from selling candles-with lead- -
ed wicks which:are harmful to the health especially . -
of children. - ... .-, A .
The EcoWaste Coalition went to 11 stores in China- |
town to ask retailers.to stop the importation, distribu- .
tion and sale of candles with leaded wicks. . ;
The Food.and Drug Administration earlier issued -
an advisory against the use of candles with leaded .
.wicks. “As alead-coréd wick candle buins, sorheof the
lead may vaporizé and be released into; the air. This '
airborne lead may be inhaled and may: deposit onto - -
floors, furniture and other surfaces in the rcomwhere :
children may-be exposed to it,” the FDA.-warned. , -
" The FDA said that exposure to lead -emissions can- -
-result in increased blood lead levels:in unbornbabies, -l
babies and young children adding. that other toxic . !
effects inchide néurolbgical damage, delayed. mental .:
and physical development, and attentionand learning -
deficiencies, '~ - -
The EcoWaste Coalition in 2014:bought imported . .
. candles withi lead=cored wicks fromiWonderful Trad- "~
ing, a shop selling:Chinese prayer articles, and then |

. T

sent them fo. atﬁ ivate laboratory; for1ead content - |
analysis. As per the laboratory test report, the wicksof °
approximately20.candles were found to contain 20,735 .
. percent lead, which is way above the 0.06 percent limit -
imposed in Australia. ' K At
- Countries like Australia, Finland,- Denmark and
USA had banned the sale of candles-with lead-cored -
wicks. Australia in 2002 imposed a permanent banon
-candles with wicks that contain 0.06 percent lead. .
" “Fortunately, mest locally-made candles are non- -
.cored wicks made of braided or twisted cotton and .
present no risk of lead pollution,” Thony Dizen, Coér- .
dinator, EcoWaste Coalition’s Project Protect said.

“As a precaution against lead exposure, we advise .
.consumers to~ patronize locally made ‘candles: with
‘non-cored wicks and avoid those with cored wicks as

the metal inside may be lead-based,” he added. .- :

“While the advisory did not ban the sale of lead-

cored wick candlesas we havesought,itclearly warned

that the purchase:and use of such’ candles pose ari
_ ‘imminent hazard to the public health,’ providing a .

cue that such products must not be produced and sold.- :

at all. There is no kniown level of lead exposure thatis -
¢ considered safe,” Dizon said. ; o

P . -
Tand ac a mamaslaban tavicamb e hef 1 e S thoa
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i of L:ght program for the’ pravision of

affordable, sustamable solar light to

people with hmlted or no access to ‘ :

electricity. . : i
Under the MOA, which. was fa- |

c111tated by and LVGP Offlflal Jo ! !

Kristiné. Revil (Masbate), the: prov— : |

inces through the Vice: Governors, i

Sangguniang Panlalawxgan, prwate ‘

Il gsector and civil society groups will - !

| endeavor to provide inexpensive light- :

ingto remote barangays across the

archipelago. | ' ‘ ’
Founded by Filipino socnal entre- :

prepeur Illa¢ Diaz, the: pro;ect has

msggllédvmore than 350’00 bottle '

lights n-riiore than 15 countnes’ 4nd i

taugh\ ‘green skills to empower grass— '

oy

| root gnoups.

e
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A lady business executive-has
urged a more concrefe action
against  climate change and
bewailed-the iack of enforce-
ment of environmental laws..

“We- areaware of the grave
threat posed by the phenom-
enon but it seems we tolerate
it,” Ruth Marie Atienza, op-
erations manager of Mapeco
Philippines-Inc,, said. -~ -+
.-Atienza’ noted that at this
stage there are many vehicles
roaming the roads -belching

‘. carbon . .monoxide . and ‘fac-
- tory buildings emitting - black

smoke. Carbon dioxide s the
main culprit in air pollution. :

. Atienza’s stance echoed that
of World Bank president Jim

| Yong Kim who said pollution is

not being taken seriously and

-time is running out to avoid

ol- J&- 1T
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‘| Concrete action vs.
* |air pollution needed

consequences like flooded cit-
ies and .dried out farmlands.

He also said, “We are,quickly
coming to.-a point .where we
are not going to be:able to
keep global warming:-below
two degrees Celsius.” -

The World Health Organiza-

tions in a report in the Interna-
tional New York Times said air |

pollution is the biggest-single
environmental risk.. '

Figures released - by. WHO |

stated that from the tails of ve-
hicle pipes to dung-fired stoves
from India clai"“l"“n‘éa“"s“e\?qn mil-
lion lives around the gidbe in
2012. WHO also said one third
of deaths occurred in the fast-

developing. ‘Asian countries |-
where rate of cardiovascular |
and pulmonary diseases have |-

been on the rise.

——le A

"LOWER HALF
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SUSTAINING MARINE BIODIVERS!TY'

A representative from the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) of
the Department of Agriculture outlines his agency’s support for management
of the Marine Protected Areas in Lanuza Bay, Sungao del Surto a gathering of
local stakeholders HARIBON FOUNDATION PHOTO

e S NI LR . P

Haribon promotes b

Ve T

marine management

(ONSERVATION group Haribon Foundatio : ¥

has been wu'n(ing with communities arouf
¢ lanuza Bay, Surigao del Surto sustain manne
- management after development progra 5

end, thegml:preportedthlsweek il
+ The Philippines ranks third inthe worid for

* - marine blodiverity,Harlboh sad. With mare
- thana hundred marine key biodiversity a 2,

- the country’s watershostglobally 99mﬁcar‘ajt_,

specesthreateried withextinetion. |

Asarsponse,satesca!econsewahonof J“

: maine protected areas has been inaugurated f‘ =

; theipastyears throughifunded project. 0
: mn,asssﬂedmmunmsafemmonly

 withthedemima o fding waystosustan 7;
 momenturnwhenevera project doses — atm; X

: @lseenanoindevelopmentwork. 1 |

‘ Whatwallhappentothemannepmtedéd

; areasand its management bodies when |

1

apmjectends?Huwmlltheycontmueto J

: « sustain programs in blodiversity conservatie] -
! and |mome  qeneration? This concem un-

i settled PepeMontanezoftheAdIayFlshe Ik presented to the Caraga regi ‘nalofﬁcesof

| Multi-Pirpose Codperatin (AFMPC) of the
munldpalrtyuf(anascalmSungaodelSur
i He, alongwnh membersofotherorgamza 1
. tionsand local government dnits, have been

Al

clamonng forsustainable solutionsplagmnch“_\ ,
' the marine protected areas (MPAs) and - *' ‘

! mannepmtectedareanetworks(MPANhn‘\ L

‘ the last twenty years,
:
! the Conservatlon of Nature (IUCN) amarine |,

protectedarea nrMPAIsa clearlydeﬁned 4

,geographicalspace recogmzed dedicated |: .

According to the Intematjonal Union for i

‘years before the enactment f the Philippine

\ haveupgradedthelrstrategl management
; plans Tosustain current initigtives, they have

 mentBureau, Haribon and itsocal partner,

the Lanuza Bay Development Alliarice, will
assistthe local govemment units and the
management bodies to strengthen MPAand.

MPA network in Lanuza Bay for five years.

+ There are more than 16 MPAs in Lanuza
Bay. Itis home to one of the first MPAs es-
tablished in the Caraga region in 1996 —the -
Tigao Fish Sanctuary in Barangay Tigao in
jhemunidpalityoftorteﬂtwastwo

Fisheries Code of 1998, othenwise known 2

" Republic Act 8550. f

. Eachofthe 16 MPAs has management ‘

body mainly composed of fishers and other -

sectors,wnhthesupportoft ebarangayand

* municipal/city govemment. A
Through SMARTSeas, these 16MPAs -

 identified funded and unfunded activi-
ties and created a business plan thatwere

, the Department of Enwmnment and Natural -
Resuurces(DENR),Departmentoﬂounsrn ;
{DOT), Technical Educatmnan‘dShllsDeveIop— 1
‘ment Authority (TESDA), Bureau of Fisheres - E
and Aquatlc Resources (BFAR) andthe local
govemments of Lanuza Bay | ' :
This new direction ensures that n the next
three years, activities that gain nosupport =
from the local government till push through. |
'In 2016, national government offices i
signified support for theall of 2017, ranging
from provision of marker bunys tomark MPA.

; and managed...to achieve Iong -term con : & boundaries, trainifig on tourism management
1 servation of nature with assocnated ecosyste h1 -p]annfng,_bird watching and food services for

! servkesandculturalvalu : u-!
‘A multlfaceted |
approach for * ¢

psustamabmty AN

Thmugh a multlfaceted perspectwe the

; Strengthenlng the Marine Protected Areas .3;1 :

: ; toProtect the Manne Key Biodiversity Areas!
! inthe Phiiboines (SMARTSeas) Proiectin

.; i‘ﬂ

MPAs with tourism potential, and training on
coral reef monitoring. ;
The DOT suggested an integrated tourism

plan that will link each municipalityin Lanuza }
Baytod|fferenttounsmopportunmes,and :'
prevent competition and over!applng of ‘
products and services (.0, snotkeling and -

diving, river cruising, bird watchmg) Y ; .

- Manong Pepe, the MPA management

hadiecand Inral anvernmante rantinia tn

i
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c

a gold mine in the fragrant ylang-ylang as about

200,000 seedlings of the Cananga odorata — 11ang-"
ilang in Filipino - have been transplanted and
more are bemg propagated ina nursery in barangay

Bueno. .

tion ‘of ylang-ylang last July,
120 hectares of public land in

! Barangay Hacienda, Bugallon

- Since the start of, propaga-“

town; more thar'l 100 hecftares

insitio Mapita, Barangay:Lao--

ag, Aguilar towr, and another

- 80 hectares in Barangay Banto—

: g calmg,

g 011 both k

angatarem havebeen
* planted to this tree by mem-.
bers of people’s organizations:
assisted|by the Department

of Envirpnment and Natural

: Resourcas 5 through its National

Greeriing Program

. Second District Rep. Leop-
oldo Bataoﬂ set up the ylang--
ylang propagation project for
his constituents with the help
of his: hhgh school classmate
and busiessman Fred Reyes,

one of the country’s top per-
fume distributors. The seeds
are abundantly available in
Anao, Ta ‘JIac Bataoil said.

. Reyes co-ownsPIuhppmes—

. based Chemworld Fragrance

Factory rthat will buy the
ylang-ylbng oil products of

* Pangasinan for local use and -

export.” |-
" "Reyes ‘told Bataoil there is
a big demand for ylang-ylang
ere and abroad.

- It takes five years before the

plants can produce flowers -

_with blopm cycles lasting 25

. years,B taoil said.

“It's. alisure hvehhood for

. ‘our people,” Bataoil said.

Bataoil'said the growing

-of ylang-lylang wotld not be
limited to the thiree towns as

5 may also plant
it provided they can conform’
with spehﬁcatlons and their

B products would be sold to the

compan f :
Ha aaﬂ’-‘ ‘thaw urnn]r‘ Aans
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'%@méman finds y/my,\/)mﬂ 30/6’{

1

‘The essential oil derived from

the flowers is used in aroma-

therapy. PR
© Mangatarem municipal
. councilor Ricardo Pastor Jr.,

caretaker of the ylang-ylang -

~nursery here, said about
- 60,720 seedlings have been
planted in Bugallon, another
22,240 seedlings in Bantocal-
ing, Mangatarem and 70,000

+.in Aguilar town for the first *

- batch of transplanting. |
~ Another 200,000 seedlings
are being grown and expected
- for distribtition in June for the
' second batch., - - C
'This month, abouit 15 kilos

of ylang-ylang seeds that can,

" produce 150,000 seedlings are
expected to arrive, Pastor said.,
Pastor said ‘they have 75
percent survival rate. =~
“Yes, we founda gold mine
in ylang-ylang,” he said.
Pastor said each ylang-

ylang tree that flowers year--

 Yound can produce three kilos

“of flowers per week.
;.. The flowers are harvested

. early morning or late after-

noon when there is no sun-
light. - - -

- Chemworld is set to put up

- a mobile facility to extract the
. oil and store it for pick-up.

* . The nursery here employs

- 12 workers, some of them out- .

of-school youths.

. Pastor and his' group also
go school hopping, cam-
-paigning about ylang-ylang
~ planting and distributing
" seedlings.- e
He said last Dec. 31, he

- talked to. indigenous people .
3bout ylang ylang and they

I8 2 s

.

" s0 happy to Ig

méﬁifesfe_d interest to':iplrant';'

in about 200 hectares of public- _
- ally thought that ylang-ylang
‘originated f;-bl}i either the
or the Philip-

land in Labrador town..
Bataoil said Reyes would.
buy the ylang-ylang oil pro-
duce. :
He quoted Reyes as saying
that “in this kind of industry,
market is not a problem.”
Reyes will put up an extrac-
tion facility and buying station
in Bataoil’s district to assure
planters of a ready market.
Bataoil spoke in a forum
with the Management As-
sociation of the Philippines
last month.on his ylang-ylang
initiative. . :

He said the projecf:'é'd-“ :

dresses the need for live-
lihood of his constituents
especially the marginalized
sectors, One tree yields a°
harvest of three kilos of flow-
ers per week or about P180
worth, he said. S

It also works alongside cli-

mate change concerns with the
‘National Greening Prograim

as amajor responder, he said.

The congressman also.
hopes, to bring back the glory
days of ylang:ylang produc-
tion in the Philippines and

‘to make: the’ second district

of Pangasinan the country’s
major producer. o
Environment Secretary

‘GinaLopez came to the ylahg-

ylang nursery here whenshe -

 visited the Mangatarern hot

spring last month. - ;
“She got excited. She was
earn about thig,”
Batzoil said.”
Qlivier de Bontin, writing -

RS P

production in_Mebdagés‘car and
theComoros, said; “Itis gener-

Molucca islands
pines. Its nam
the Filipino word
which expresses|the lightness
and mobility of the flower to
the least breath of wind.”

- The stidy saici;tha't the first
cultivation of.ylang-ylang for

|

larises from

curred inthe 19¢h century in

“the'north of Manila,

. “Until, the béginning of
the 20th century, |ylang-ylang
Manila was almpst the only
source of the oil and ‘it was
regarded as thé best and finest

for a long time afterwards,”

- the study said. . |, -

- Proper care
- Every ylang-ylang given

‘Alang-llang,

- commercial distillation oc- -

to an interested planter is ac-

companied by a small piece of
paper containing [pointérs on
its proper care.. {7 =

- The note says, “Flease plant

this ylang-ylang seedling in

your backyard or|in an open"

field. In five years| it will bear
flowers all year round. About
three kilos of flowers per tree
‘per week can be|harvested,

if properly grown and well

miajintained. C,'lir'i‘éntly, the
cost pér kilo is P60} Therefore,
expected income isiP180/ tree/
week,” ‘

Care instructio

s were also

indicated: distan e between
. lrees must be six meters; use
" organic feftilize{:only and
..prune regularly so the tree will
;about aboyit ylang-ylang oil not.gxceed six fge‘i;'.l-‘.,‘;,.; |
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RESEARCH STUDY FINDS
Cities can bea safe haven for endang

EN DANGERED animals can some- .

times flourish in urban areas,

researchers from Hong Kong and-

Australia found in a recent study
published in Frontiers in Ecology
and the Environment. .

. “The researchers explained that t,he

persrstent trafficking of wild species -
is helping some of them survive in’

relative safety.

- "Across the planet, poachers have
r@ched into the last remote habitats
to hiarvest wildlife populations used

for clothing, eaten, or kept as petsin’
faraway cities,” said Dr. Luke Gibson .

from the School of Biological Sciences
of the University of Hong Kong, who
led the study. _

“In some cases, the traded organ-
isms have escaped and are now
thriving in their introduced habi-
tats,” he added:

. In their study, the authors 1dent1-
-fied 49 globally threatened species—
those listed by the International

Union for-the Conservation of”

Nature as vulnerable, endangered
‘or critically endangered—whlch
have established introduced popu-
lations outside their, native areas.
These include amphibians, reptiles,
mammals, and birds, as well as
insects and plants, with mtroduced
poplatioris found onall continents
except Antarctica., o
One example is the yellow-crested
cockatoo, critically endangered due

12 JAN 2017
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to capture for the pet trade. Iromcally,
many of these pet birds were acciden-
tally or deliberately released in their
new environments. The smdysaldmat

'cu_rrently, about 200 yellow-crested

cockatoos—an estimated ten petcent
of the bird's global population—are
found on Hong Kong Island, mostly
betweei Poldulam and Happy Valley.

“This-is a key example of how
Hong Kong—a heavily urbanized
city- state-—can “play a role in the

consen'aUOn of globally threatened

species,” said co-author Yong Ding

U N EXP ECTED RE F UG E Some endangered spe
cockatoo, are thrivingin urban areas as a resuit of the illicit wildlife trade,
found in arecent study PHOTO BY PHYS.ORG :

i

t !’\ o s : .
lr
b

Li, a PhD student at the Australlzu
National University.
Reéintroduction ‘of this species t
its native range in Indonesia and
Timor could help to buffer popula: L
tion’ there, which are rapidly decli b

e

ingdueto poachlng, Liexplained. As P

an option, collecting the ittroduced

cockatoos in Hong Kong to* trade as. ©
. sential to save species imperiled by

pets could offset demand from the
bird's native range. »* * . It
Both approaches could also ehm

A
nate thireats the introduced populas -
tion rmght pose to native species in .-

Y

P S

cies; such as thisyellow-crested
researchers in Hong Kong and Australia '

.

= = Er

[
i

red speaes

the new environment, such as mio-
nopolizing nesting sites and triggering
population dedlines of local birds.- .
Combined, augmenting declining .
populations in their native ranges
‘and eliminating the threats to native
ecosystems could “save two birdswith
. one stone,” Gibson said.
*This creative tactic could be es-

. wildlife trade as well as eliminate

, - thredtsithe same speaes pose in their

adopted territories,” he added. .
BENKRITZ -

e
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B agreementvnth Region 11 negronal Drrector Metodlo 18 Turbe]]a (rig
i ‘Environmerit and Natural Resources’ (DEHR) Environment Ma rrag emé
! 'Davao City Barangay Captain Ramon'B Bargamento H for theadopflon andprotection of th
% 3.55-kilometer stretch of Talomo River insu pport of DENR's Adopt a “River Program

e ek
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edcor  moves o proect |
Tolomo River 1n ’Omuw

AVAO CITY—TFour Klome-
Dters {(km) of the Talomo River
will: nowbeundertheprotec—
tionofrun- of—nverhydmpowercom-
panyHedcorInc 1npartnersh1pw1th
‘the local government unit (LGU) of
‘Barangay Mintal, Davao C1ty
. The move'is Hedcot's way of re-
1nforc1ng its suppont of the Adopt-
a-River Program of the Department
of Environment and Natural Re-

-sources (DENR)

“«~Talomo Riveris the source ofwater

‘ forHedco,r’slongest-runmng'l‘alomo-
H HydropowerfaahtlesmDavao,W1th

acombmed1nstalledcapac1tyof4 47 -
i megawatts (MW). Hédcor vowed to
~ work with:the local. govennment of .
’ ':Barangay ‘Mintal f@t“‘thé conserva— :
tior. arid, developme,ﬁt of the river

to 1mprove its waterjquahty

- To fulfill its commitment; Hed-
cor will continue its regular cleanup
activities anditsIn formatmn Educa-
t10n Campaign on the importance
of nverbank stabilization, and river
protectlon "Also, Hedcor will par-
[Hcipate in community-mobilization

: actmtles of the DENR and the LGU

. and support for the program and
’ S

ult1mately prov1de naw h:éalth clean

“Aside from tree plantn‘lg, they

: alsodonvercleanupdnvesandother

environmental act1v1t1es Because
of this, I am more than thankful to

- Hedcor.Davao Cltyrsltrulyblessedto

have this company. They do miore of

: what is requrred they are n'lore than

. Metoelro U. Turbella said. |

‘ m the Ph111ppmes

and Mmdanao, 1nc1ud1ng t
dnd-and third- largest private  utili- .

comphant unhkeotherwu anies
DENR's Environment Mandgeme
Bureau:Regmn 1L.Regional ]*l rect

. In 2013 Hedcot adopted b31

stretch of Sibulan: Rwer 1r a0’ |

del Suir.
¢. Hedcoris awholly owned 8
jary of. Ab01t1zPower It specializes
mgeneratmgrenewable ene gyfrom '
run-ofiriver. hydropower systemis.

Today, Hedqormanagesandoperates !
22 hydropower plants and supplies :
the country: with 185 MW of: clean
and. renewable energy W1th more -

an 30 years of expenence, 3

Abo1t1zPoWerls thehnlm g
pa,ny ot thé' Aboxnz Group 81
mentsmpowergeneratlon, distribu:
tlon and refail electr1c1ty seryices.

. The; scompany is one of the larg-
est power producers in thej & ilip-
pines w;1th a balanced-mix 5 ’z‘
of assets located aéross the cou
Iti is aama]orvproducer of Cléan
its'brand for clean and’ rexlewable '
energy with!several hydro_‘,
and geothermal pOWer-gen‘

ation
_fac1ht1es’”l“ a:lso has various 1foss1l- :

fired, power plants in its ge eratlon ‘

portfohotosupportthebaseloadand _

peak—energydemands ofthe ountlgy "
* The compariyalso ownsdistribu-

\
growth areas in Luzon, the Visayas

tion ‘utilities that operate 1'{.Jhlgh- A

e sec-

‘rl y

ties in the country I

-l m‘ g
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.icall for solid waste |
'ﬂnanagement observanc-e

- “To our local leaders o, th

SAN FERNANDO CITY .La prownclal-* c1tyandmumc1pallevels'
nion - A. lawmaker hasf _n_ewed do‘wn to the barangay, greatfr actlon
is: expected-as*they aré t sked to

%regated

: \e'baran- i
- gay ] g‘ nproper waste anage

men Lg'gard?explamed l“.
T 6

be collected by the ety or Mmunis if
truck. ~ j] X
fective unplementatmﬂ}re&ts in the 'Meanwhile, spemal or} hazardous'
effort of everyone. Local; government
units (LGUs); mcludmg, the baran-
gays, should lead strict unplementa-
tion by settmg up materials recovery ; :
facility (MRF), 1mp1ement1ng no A zero waste llfestylem u;seem i
Isegregatxon/no collection rule, dlfﬁcultatﬁrst espécially sin “fl’?rﬁany !
closure and rehablhtatlon .of open/ are notyetused toit, butlet ‘ggl,ce 1!;-;;
controlled disposal facxhty, use of asasiriple sacrifice that wo Id maket
sanitary landfiil or alternatwe tech-  our surroundings cleaner, s igéf.and jﬁ
nology, and submission’ of 10-year healthier,” Legarda added.” [ i3 K
, solid waste management plan ? she iFor his part, Forester_Edila‘I;gb T
Iexplamed Malasig, the chief of the SOlld waste .
'| The senator added that: the whole managementt sectmn of the; EMB
"commumty should be: mvolved and Regmn 1, reported that a reglon- ‘
ievery houséhold sho d unplement w1de cleanup drive is set on .{an ary..
|segregation at sourcé and practice 20, 2017. L X
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The year 2016 saw the
Philippines scoring an inter-
national legal victory against
China in the West Philippine
Sea dispute, but straining
ties with the United States,
the European Union and the
United Nations because of
the bloody war on drugs of -
the new administration. .

Since 2012,°China has ,
been aggressivel claiming
1sla\ln<:’asg gfril shoa)lrs in the g;:-;_
South China Séa, even those
within Philippine territory. / .
Bexjmg’ s basis for its expan- _'
sive and excessive claims is "
its historic rights to a nine-
dash line in the disputed sea.

Butin a landmark ruling
on July 12, 2016, the Perma--
nent Court of Arbitration in
The Hague found no legal ba-
sis for a’s nine-dash line.
The PCA ruled that China had
breached the sovereign rights
of the Philippines. - . .

.The PCA also ruled that
many purported islands - -
controlled by China are nogir:.
in islands bult reefs or rocks,
which do not generate ter—
ritorial rights.

China has refused to honor

ter Liu Zherimin even accused
the judges of taking bribes .
from the Philippines in ex- .
change fot a favorable ruhng

It was the previous Aquino;
administration.that filed a
case against Ching's excessive":
claims in the South China Sea.

- The PCA released its rul- .
ing during the Duterte ad-
ministration, which put the -
landmark ruling on the back
:burner to improve Philip-
‘pmes-Chma relations.

Former foreigh affairs
secretary Albert del Rosa-
rio, the top dlplomat of the

the ruling. Vice Foreign Minis- -

economrc zone. .

. Perfectory:
- Philip

VIETHAM bes
TUPPORTL

A EFUL ——

in a ‘rally in Maniia,

declanng that it would set
aside the PCA ruling and for
not protesting China’s de-
plo ment of missile systems
in the South China Sea.

. Australian Foreign Min-
ister Julie Bishop also ques-
tioned why the Duterte ad-
Ininistration is not enforcing
~'the PCA ruling. She said she
was surprised by Duterte’s
dedision not to allow the
Phrhppmes to join the joint
-patrols in the South China
Sea‘and not to traverse the
temtory the PCA found with-
in the. Phlhppmes wexclusrve

Foreign Affairs Secretary
asay Jtsaid the
P

pines would not stop
China from building mili-
-tary structures on disputed

" islands in the South China

Sea because countries can
separately deal with Cl-una
regarding the presence of
_military weapons on the
" structures they built in the
South China Sea.

‘Beijing expressed wrllmg—

W )

F|Ie photo showsanti:China groups releasing balloons after aUN-p ‘
backed arbitral tribunal released its ruling favorlng the Philippines|, announced that he would

MIGUEL DE GUZMAN|.‘

Strained tie‘s .
with US, EU, UN
As-the Phlhppmes rela-«

tions with China mlproved ‘ l
ties withi its 101 g'-tlme ally ;.
the US, as Well ‘ab; the EU and ik

summary
rights violatio
The 1I_JS '

extra]u;: '1 k11hngs,' launch;
an lmmed'iate investigation; |

into them and adopt spec:ﬁc J_ff.: .
“That's not how we think.”:

comprehensiye policies and
programs in full compliance
with ndtional and interna-
tional obligations-and respect; ;
for human rights. -

Duterte even threatened to
leave the UN as he lambasted
the statements of UN special

rapporteurs who urged his ad- (-
. choices, to have autonomy,

ministration'to stop summary

RIS AP NP . U S5 | |

~Phl w1nsearb1tra_t10n casé VS Chlnzf%i,i'but.'...

By PIA LEE-BRAGO

i pomtment and frustration

L' of the Duterte administra-

/tion with international -

- human rights experts who

aurged the Philippines to

drug-related killings.

i, Addressing the United
ations General Assembl

September, Yasay told

UN that the world should

not mterfere in the Philippine

government’ s action against

111ega1 drugs, saying it has
 ‘been widely misunderstood.

"~ ‘Independent

foreign policy’
In Séptember, Duterte

.chart an independent for-
-eign policy and “open al-
llagrl’lcgs w{th Chlnlajx and
“Russia.
..~ He said the Pluhppmes
would pass a “point of no
‘rétupn” in its relations with

g the' US in a bid to strength-

Centies: w1th others.

... Duting his visit to Manila
'ini October, Assistant Secre--
ary of Staté for East Asian -
Sacific Affairs Daniel - -
sel said Washington does
want the Philippines to

an{jchoose between the USand -~
1 [5iChifia and they do not object
' ;‘ to. unproved relations. ¥

~He said it is a mistake to*

' “!‘ thrnk that improved relas
t’tllons between Manila and.

. Beljhng somehow come
at the expense of the US:

“This should be addltlon

"ai']'and not subtraction,” Russel

.told reporters after meeting -,

| ' with Yasay. “We.don’ twant '
|-dountries to have to choose

- between US and Chiha but -

.- we do want countries to

be able to choose, to have
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