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that have yet to fully comply with
M all the specific measures, conditions’
Ml and qualifications set by the

. .Department of Environment and

| Natural Resources (DENR)

l BusinessMirroren |
spartnershipdre. o

R "

Y8R YT VHE government will no longer |
G issue environmental compliance -

certificates (ECCs) to companies

The number of ECCs currently

L. being reviewed by the DENR for ;'
" " possible cancellation

‘.7 This is the new directiion set by g

Environment Secretary Regina Paz L.

* ' Lopez, although she assurgd that the
. currentDENRreviewonex tngCCs i

" CONTINUED ON A2
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DENR to implement

i

stricter policy for =~

i
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ks BiM

environmental clearance froin the De-
partment of Environmerit ahd Natura}

‘Resources (DENR). will be slapped

with a stricter set of conditions and
policies-from now on. - -

. A statement on Tuesday showed
that the DENR is adopting a stricter
policy in the issuance of environmental

. compliance certificates (ECCs) to en-

sure that future development projects
will not 'cause’ significant negative
impact on the'environmen;._l o
Environment Secretaty Gina Lo-
pez said that from now on; the DENR
will make sure that specific measyres

-and conditions are first met by project-

proponents before ECCs are issued
tO them. ) - T ot
This, since it has already been a

long-standing practice that the.ECCs

can already be issued even if éeftain
conditions are yet to be complied with
by project proponents. ‘
"Ifany ECC s cancelled now, it has
to be withdrawn in the legal param-
eters at that time. But for the future,
we are saying that if any ECC is Eiven,
it should not be given unless all the
conditions are first met," Lopez said.

.. The DENR recently cancelled a to-
tal of six ECCs, issued show cause or-
ders against 12 development projects,
and denied one ECC application, .

According to Lopez,; the DENR's
decision to cancel, deny or grant an
ECC is "based on social justice.®

"Social justice, in the context of the
DENR, means that the use of the land
benefits the greater majority, benefits'
the common good. But, when the en-
vironment is destroyed, it is the poor
people around the area who. suffer,”
the DENR chief saidl, RN

ECC is a certificate issued by the ™
DENR's Environmental Managemeént
Bureau following a Positive review of

This ot the::

m———TE_ _a

certifies that b_a_ls“em(i;

issuance to firms

A L:’in'ét‘ by the proponent before arid dur-

-ing the operation of the project, * -
- In some cases, conditions are

]

K listed tobe performed duiring the proj-

ect's abandonment iphase to.lessen.

. Identified potential environmental
~.impacts. , B _
~ One of those cancelled was the

BCC issued to Century Comimunities
‘Corporation for its Novaliches hous-
.Ing project, which is located on'the La:
Mesa Watershed. * .

"~ The'DENR also cancelled the
“ECCs given to Palawan-based mining
firis Ipilan Nickel Corp. and Lebach
‘Mining Corp., as well'as Davao-based
,Core Mining Corp. and Austral-Asia
:Link Mining Corp., and Donggwang
Clark Corporation in Pampanga,

" "Maria Paz Luna, the designated

DENR undersecretary for legal af-
fairs, said- that contrary to ifs claim,
Austral-Asia's mining site is only five
kilometers away from a habitat, of the
endangered Philippine eagle. ;

"This is a signal that the DENR
1s-no longer to keep on waiting for
conditions to be fulfilled untilwe issue
adverse findings," Luna said.”

.. .Meanwhile, the DENR has di-
rected Benguet Corp. to explain why
1its ECC should not be cancelled for
its Antamok open-pit mine in Itogon,
Benguet in its "failure fo rehabilitate
the ‘open pit site for 25 years" and
"negligence leading to a toxic spill to
L:8-km river in Cordillera,” ..

" The agency also issued show cause
orders to Sinophil Mining and Trading
Corp,, LaFarge Mindanao (formerly

Mindanao Portland Cement Corp.),
Philippine Sinter Corp., Century Peak
.Corp. (on'two projects), Filipinas
Systems Inc., Ore Asia Mining and
Developmerit Corp., Wan Chiohig'Steel
Corp., Wellex Mining Corp., PhiGold
Metallie Ore Inc., and Hantex Many-

facturing Corp.,

At the same time, the DENR de- -~~~

‘nied the ECC application of Egerton

Gold Philinnines far ite nrniant in® alu~

St

o n
. Species arefoundin the Verde
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LALO pang hihigpitan
ng Department of En-
vironment and Natutal
Resources (DENR) ang
- paghibigay ng Envi-
- ronmental Compliance
- Cettificate (ECC) para
_matiyak, na ang mga
gagawing proyekto
- -ay hindi makasisira o
‘makaaapekio sa kapa-
ligiran' at sa kabuhayan
ng mga mamamayan.
Ayon kay DENR
Secretary ' Gina Lopez,
simula ngayong taon ay
hindi mag-iisyu ng ECC

nag-aaplay  hanggang
hindi naisasagawa ang
mga inilatag na kondis-
© yon ng kagawaran.
\ . Sinabi ni Lopez na

| nakalipas na pamunuan

sa mga  kompanyang.

nadiskubre niya na sa -

RS OFFICE NEWS CLIPPINGS

ECC HIHIGP

ng DENR ay naibibigay
ang ECC sa mga kom-
panya kahit- hindi pa

-haisasagawa ang mga

kondisyoh na ibinigay

ng Kagawaran,

“If any ECC'is can-_
celled how, it has to be
withdrawn in the legal
parameters .at ‘that time,
But for the future; we arc
saying that if any ECC
is given, Vit should not
be given“unless all the
conditions are first met,”
wika ni Lopez.

Sa kasalukuyan ay
may anim na ECC ang
kinansela ng DENR at
12 proyekio ng mga
kompanya ang naisyu-
han ng “show cause’ or-
der at ang isa naman ay
ibinastra ang aplikasyon
ng ECC. -

—

- Binigyaig=diin = ni
Lopez na ang:pagkanse-
la, pagbawi at pagbasura

-sa mga maisyung ECC

ay nakabatay sa social
Justice. . ! ‘

“Social justice, in the
context of the DENR,
means that the use of
the  land benefits the
greater majority, benefits
the common goed. But,
when the environment is
destroyed, it is the poor
people around the ‘area
who - suffer,”. paliwanag
pangkalihim. .

.Ang ECC ay isang
sertipiko na iniisyu ng
DENR?. * Environmental
Mana ement - Bureau
(EMB) - matapos’, ang
positibonig  “pagrepaso
sa aplikasyoq -ng ECC
na hindi makaaapekto sa-

ITA L
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LlMAY—-Envrronment Secre-
. tary, Gma Lopez has given San .
‘ Mrguel Consolrdated ‘Power

* Corp. (SMCPC) a'day to’ clean
_ up ‘ash, residue allegedly re-
' leased from its coal-fired pow-

er plant at’ the Petron Bataan .

" Refinery here,

‘Lopez’s instruction:’ was 're-\

layed by Environmerit Under:
-secretary Arturo Valdez to:SM- -’
CPC representatives. du,rmg a
technical conference here ‘on”

Monday. ' : e
Valdez. ordered SMCPC to
install’ closed-circuit televrsron
cameras- to monitor measures”.
- that the company would 1mple—
R ment to contain the alleged ash
7 sprll SMCPC.is a subsrdrary of !
San Mrguel Corp. (SMC). that
has a controlling stake in

. PetronCorp. ' S
" Petron and SMCPC operate
the 150-megawatt (MW) plant
near the refinery that was
slapped with notices of viola-
tion onDec. 28 and Jan: Gbythe
Environmental Management
Bureau {EMB) for ash that had
' allegedly polluted awaterway

‘-‘Gi'na',ope'z ;

N —
In an 1nterv1ew, San Miguel
. Cotp. president:] Ramon S. Ang
sard the company’ would “glad-
Ily” move the deposits of what
- he said was lrme powder—not
ash-—-to anothier site within the
sprawhng refinery complex ‘
‘Petron had. . ongmally
. pldnned to store the hrpe pow-
-der at another site on its prop-
;erty, but was demecl-a key per-
»mit by the local: government
" forcing the firm to store the

“byproduct of its orl refimng op- .

- erationsata tempo ary site.
This company-owned siteis
closer to a community of infor-

mal settlers who are a]so occu-’

pying Petron’s property com-
‘pany officials said:;,

© "Its good 1f we relocate:
~this,” Ang said. “This litne pow= -

cler 1s made mto gypsum which

wé need forlour cement rnar
facturmg plants We canrlo

costs § $1oo per ton.”
‘ Petrons refinery produ

atotal of tw_ tons of. lime:p .‘,‘,,

ported to the tempor
d1ng facility' which the |

fox;mal settlers are complam

about
.. Angis set to meet w1th Lo
on]an. 11 to discuss the i issite.

Regardmg the mformal S
tlets earher. complalnts ‘ab
skln rashes allegedly b '1{1

i caused by the hrne powderjlye- .
mg blown-in- the direction‘of -
Petron affi--
cials said they ‘conducted a.

théir- commumty,

. Tofmelyn. Claudio,
‘tral Luzon - dlrecto
CPC and Petron

o ‘pact of the ash sp
! __-sa1d

e Iaime
spokesperson said
treat the newly ge

J‘tandards before t
faken toan SMC fa
_gasman provmce

=

te'

meetlng ‘with the. Multipari
Menitoring Team compose
representatwes of the com
ny; the lacal, government
residents last Friday and de
rmned that the rashes on sc
resrdents were, in fact, sca
(an mfecuous disease cau
by, tick bites) and. itch cayse
eip%sure to caterprllars

' The. company deple

doctors to ‘exaniine and. help commumtles neaj

resrdé“i‘ﬁs while the Dep

L

l:‘

¢ of
Pa‘
andr
ter-

to. a -qualified  fac
Bataan. A partof it
to ‘cement factor
;me ‘told the Inquirer.
J1es ' Bataan Gov. A
sed -said the local goj
1by ‘developing a hou
ey financed by. S
yed Petron for the r

art-: _zone of the refiner]

b T : '
. P '

h,ealth auditinthea
-Following a'Jan

- §top dumping ; ‘bott
.-any of their ash.pon)
““Petron alsé copm

extend ‘agsistance 1

» health unit to mon

Santos, '

‘ot will take only. a day, 10
take the 20 tons of bottom a‘s'h'

. INQ.

]

1,” Cla dloﬂ'

SMCPCE;
they would
erated: bot--

tom ash (or re51du at the bot-
tomof a furnace) t¢ pass sagety

is wouldibe -
111ty1n an-

lity - outs1de
wlllbe taken
es,”’ $ﬁ

Ibert Garcia '
vernment’ is
sing ,pI‘OjeCt,
MCPC and
elocation. of
the - buffern
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.procureme t

THE Department of En o
.- vironment and Natu.ral .
- Resources has denied. al- "
e legphons of irregularities .. |
_ in the procurement of481 -

units of air quality:mon- -

* installed in Metro~
- nila"and other parts of
the Country.
Accordmg to ASSIS-
" tarit -Director Iacquelme
. Caafican,in-chargeoftfie " "
" Enyironment Mdnage-
" mentBureau (EMB) of the
DENR the acqmsmon of
': such equipment was .
i +. aboveboard and: f;ee of,.
.corruption as the’ agency.\
1. observed proper. pto-..
? . curement and b1dd1ng
l'u].ES . EYie T
; -Caancan was reacting
I to newspaper reports -
i c]amungthattheprocure—
i.” mént of the equipment,-
"« supposedly worth P1bil-
" lien, was riddled’ %th
. anomalies and irregulari: -
" ties."The reports refer.
«the EMB's purchase: of
- AQMS from 2011 t0 2015,
" . composed of both: Open .
Path Differential @pucal v
Absurphon Spec troscopy
{DOAS), and Particulate |
fM.'afier Stations (PM 10/
PM25). -
- .+ 7 Gaancan clarified that
a]l these equipment, pur-;”.
chased for EMB Cenitral |

K

UPPER HALE

: ltonng station (AQMS) e

L RIS 5 1 I BE] | ER.

LOWER HALE

IVES SERVIC
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Secretary Gina Lopez amd
.three other officials of the De-:

partment of Envxromnent and .are facmg cmmmal_; and ad- consumer g oup,; over an

y

b —ATE

|

']av{e'llar[a adaea

they are also ques-
tioning the motive .

behind the past ac-

- tons of some EMB
0ff1c1als iri decid- -

ing to. purchase
the DOAS despite

© proof that these
* wereeither obsolete - .
t orhad beenphased

out,years before the

DENR purchased' '

- them.

. more,”

"Worst is the fact
that we also dis-
covered ‘that. most
of these expensive
air monitors are
not properly. work-

" ing and somé are

not funchonal any-
Javellana
said. “In Metro Ma-

nila, the air quality .

monitors in ques-

tion are not even .

enough to give a
very- credible and

complete picture -

or results of the real

air quality sifda- -
tion in the Nahonall :

Capital Region.”

Also named r.e:'

spondent. in the

charge sheet is
Leo: Iasareno, for- .

mer directot-of the
DENR's Mines and
Geoscxences Bureau

~ and now consultant

- .4 e T

- By RHODINA szLA" EVA:
Natural Resources'-

ENR)

m1mstra ,arges from
legedly afomalous purch
of alr'quahty momtor
equtpment i ;
In a-nine-page complal‘ &
sheet ﬁled w1th the Office ¢

accused Lo’pez« of inactio;_j
for; not launching any,
vestlgatwn on what it calle

] domg, but} algo

ompetence “ -t .

. will help uplift; thd hed
K o

_ graft and corruptiq

r arch or study
trobyte is the |exélusive
{istributotr of DOAS in the .
Philippines. .
~The complainan{s claimed
the acquisitions had failed to
leliver consistent and reliable
uality data, B
In'2010, the grqups said,
four more DOAS were pur-

- chased from their “favonte' _

supplier,” Electrobyte. Again,

- this was done withqut, rnarket
. research, they said. .
f . . “These machinps w.oulld\ﬂ .
5 not function, or ¢ould not

t. be utilized for the|purposes
y  they-were acquired,|or if these

machines do indeed provide

‘us ‘with data, the dpta would

;8 ’_alwaysbe inaccurat¢ or cannot .
. berelied upon,” the cor'ripl'aiﬁ— ;
iy -'ants said.

" The Complalnt ag ded “Ttis
clear that the way [the- Clean
AirActisbeing 1mplemented
only serves business punpos-
es-and not the pur

he 1mp1ementa '
Procurement Act.
“This is a clea

presider
Javellang said.
are quey i0;] '!‘
total of h
billion pgsoswt
-of purch

' ing ins rum‘I}ts

. Or equipmernt by -
DENR fteridis-
. covering thatithese -
same aif monitors -
were pprchased
at the gross dis- -
advantdee of the
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In thelr complamt Umted F111-
pmo Consumers and Commuters
Premdent Rodolfo Javellana Jr and
... Manuel Galvez of A1r BoardJCo said
. Lopez togethermtl'iDENRconsult-

I
4

i
, mentaI Management \Bureau should
face charges for not, mvestlgatmg

quahty monitors in- 2003, anc 2010
Javellana and Galvez sa1d the o7 r-

chase was d.lsadvantageous to fhe gov—

i ernment as’a sc1ent1f1c an‘d educated :

;, N .\

1 b, - rl; ‘ EANRE R TR TP I

BY Jovee MARII-', N DELA CRUz v @,roveemar:e )

NMENTA‘L

ants Leo Jasareno a»nd Jean Rosete, _
and Teresxta Peralta of: the Envmon- -

the quest:onable purchasre of‘ ‘the air- ','(

e

. that{thls monltor or report it pro;ects
" cannot be trusted "
“The matter had been . addressed

Lopez, but her action, at commend—

[Lopezs] already joining the band—

. wagon.of men and women who thnve

, at the husmess, the complalnt sa1d
If we look at the Clean A1r Act as

ing the very nominal respondents— L
. Ros]ete and Peralta—speaks of her

+ .. #3 itisclear that the way the Clean Air Ack is be- |
: groups ony: = o
- Tué”éfd’a'"ﬁled a.cor plamt before the..
mari against Envrronment P
_ ' L. Lopez and thre
, vothers in connectgon with the: anomalous '

cftiahty momtors La

T XE——

' hree respondents shall also be 1nvest1gated

. tof11eadm1n

‘ ‘ ' 1nformatlon ‘agamst the respondent after.- ]
check sha.l] certamly bear out reports " '

; add ‘I_' is being impl emented in the procurem nt of
to respondent honorable Secret‘ary‘

7 tatlon of Cleals
: immec.iatelir y

" and other blddmg matenals to sult af .ored
" : suppher, the E lectrobytes and the cycle
o busmess opportumty for supphers, .

as well as an opportumty to really - ‘chec‘ked and stopped " it added.

- . have clean a { for the country and the people,

1r1g 1mplerne ted...what is being served is the
" 'business pu poses, and not the purposgs that
w111 uplift the health of Filipinos, and y the '

‘prosperity of: the busmess side is being aided :

and abetted by the very acts constituti g the: .
act/scomplamedofmthrscomplamt ithdded.
The comlLlamants added Lopez and the'

. forpossible violations of the Government Pro-
curement,Re form Act'and the Clean Ai

The comip]. lamt aIso asked the Ombu sman .

the invesngatmn
[We also] prayed [for] a review on the im=
plementatlo

rnachl nes and: equrprnent and- the implemen-’

"W1|th end|¥ie
pated in by the‘ hetein
Peralta, at tailo

ruption attendantithereto'to be immedj
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;'Lopez charged ovelh';faﬁlty 'alr m_omtc

A COMPLAINT has been flled

‘before the Office of the Ombuds- °

man against Environment Secre-
tary Regina Paz L, Lopez for her

alleged inaction over the “faulty” .
ait monitering ‘system m place-' .

since 2006.
The 'nine-page complamt
was filed by Rodolfo Javella, Jr.,

been ﬁled againsf one, two or all

- of them, but the status-of this/

_these case/s has,got;to be first

determined,” the' complaint read.
The complamants said they
presented a power _point pres-

" entation to Ms. Lopez in August
“Tast- year, showing “the. evil and

+. " the devil” about the air quality
president of United Filipino Con- .
sumers and Commuters (UFCC),

monitoring systems that “failed

- to deliver consmtentand rehable

and Manue! J. Galvez, managing .

‘partner of Airboard Company.

. Former environment under- .

secretary Leo L. Jasareno and
DENR’s Environment Manage-

ment Bureau (EMB) officers Jean

Rosete and Teresita Peralta were

also made “nommal partles-re- ]

spondents”

. “The reason they are merely'
bemg made nomirial parties is b~ *

‘airquality data” - : .
According to- them, the EMB-
Air' Quality Monitoring Section

" (AQMS), headed by Ms. Peralta

and Ms. Rosete, procured four
Open”Path D1fferent1a] Opti-
cal Absorption’ Spectroscopy
(DOAS) from Electrobyte in 2006
“without any rnarket research or

*‘study,” Another four DOAS were

A

cause complaint or so had alreadyl -

.-procured in 2010"mthout any

performance report

"‘It is clear, dunng the flrst tvi:;o R

biddings; that all-and everythi
had Been; taﬂored-[made] tofavpr.

Electrobiyte; theé favorite suppli P :

The, Ter-mszof Reference or g
quahﬁcataon of bldders had. be ¥

50 phrased and formulated that

it always results that as early

during Pre Qualification, on y .

Electrobyte Would qualify,” t ‘e
complaintread:” -+ ., j ’

“In"2013, Electrobyte TS &
ceivad full payment for another-
delivery of 10 fhore DOAS; andj

H
payment was made prior to ilx

stallation and ,acceptance,” rea{d
the complamt

Thie; complamants also alleg d
that these machines “would nat.

functlon, or could not be utilized

for the purposés. they were a
qulred :of; if these machines
1ndeed prowde ug w:th data, th

o Y "' H

“'meted and imposed.”

data would always be 1naccura'te :

.or cannot be relied ugon.” A

.=+ Although the procedures ré- .
ferred to happened before herap- -
ointment, the comp} amants smd .
Ms Lopez offered )|
“mere wordsand t ]
presentatlon The cqmplainants. '
also claimed “wron doing con- -
* tinuously being committed” by
the EMB-AQMS staffpnd officers.
. “Thebaton of resppndents Ro-
sete and Peralta had sp effectivély
«called the shot for ail performers
toacti in unison, and with no dis-
 cordant note. And the bandwagon ‘

.+ - isnowjoined in by the Honocrable |

‘Respondent Secreta i read the o
complaint.
“[I]t is prayed a propnate

a_dmlmstratwe puni

F. Javil
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Raps flled at Ombudsman vs DENR sec

A CONSUMER rights group
and a businessman yesterday
filed criminal and administrative
complaints before the Office of
the Ombudsman against Depart-
ment of Environment and Natu-
ral Resources Secretary Regina
Paz L. Lopez, DENR consultant
Leo Jasateno, and Environmen-
tal Management Burean (EMB)
officers Jean Rosete and Teresita
Peralea in connection with the al-
leged acquisition and installation
of defective air quality monitoring
equipment in Metro Manila.
Compla.ma.nts United  Fili-
pino Consumers and Commut-
ers (UFCC), represented by its
president Rodolfo Javellana and
AirBoard Company executive
Manuel ]. Galvez, claimed the
respondents failed to act despite
being informed that the use of
Differential ‘Optical Absotption

Spectroscopy (DOAS) have not
delivered “consistent and reliablé
air quality dara.”

They claimed that continuing
use of data from the DOAS may
pose danger to public health be-
cause the equipment is defectve
and unreliable for determining
ambient air quality.

However, based on the sup-
porting documents attached to
the " same complaint, the first
four DOAS were purchased in
2006 and another four in 2010.
Also being questioned were the
acquisition of particnlate matter
(PM) 10 and PM2.5 analyzers in
2011 and 17 continuous ambi-
ent air quality monitoring system
(CAMS) in 2013.

Lopez assumed office as DENR
secretary in June 2016, -

The complainants said they
have met with Lopez person-

ally to presen their observations
but said she l'jas taken no action
to correct the|problems or to go
after responsible agency officials.
They said t.he EMB-NCR in-
spected 14 of the CAMS pur-
chased in 2013 and found that they

,wete not calibrated, produced no

reliable e-log data, not real time,
and are supposedly outdated. -
They added| that there was no

market research or relevant study
conducted bcforc the acquisition .

of air quality equipment from ex-
clusive dlsmblutor Electrobytes.
According to. the complainants,

the same supplier “cornered over .

90 percent of [the EMB-Air Qual-
ity Momtormg Secdon (EMB-
AQMS) pro]ccts -

However, nelther the supplier
nor formet DENR and EMB
officials werelnamed in the com-
plaint. — Peter Tabingo

_ _ .

N
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Coal plant stops dumpmg bot

LIMAY, Bataan: The coal power plant

- here has stopped dumpmg bottom

ash in any site outside the oil reﬁnery

* complex, following orders from the
- ‘.Enwronmental Management Btireau
" (EMB), 4 consultant of Petron and San

Miguel Corp. (SMC) said. * -
. SMCand Petron consultant for refin-

ery and plant operations, Jaime Santos,

informed the muiti-party monitoring
team (MMT) of this development at a
meeting presided over by EMB Region 3
director Lormelyn Claudié on Monday.
- Claudio issued the order to stop.the
dumping of coal ash in two areas -

. Petron Limay Terminal and SMC site

- last Friday after residents complained
of ashfall which has been bothering
them since December 26. :

The EMB director said the coal plant

" can only dispose of its waste in an area

approved by the DepartrnentofEnviron

* ment and Natural Resources (DENR)
~and only after they have mixed it with

soil to lessen its corroswe element.
”The bottom ash is now bemg

g ot i
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brought to Northern Cerrient factory

in Sison, Pangasinan after it has been -

‘mixed with soil to lower its ph leveI
Santos said.

“He said that the power plant has
stopped dumping bottom ash in the

two sites mentioned in: comphance

w1th the EMB order,

~ Santos added that as long-term |

solution, they will build an ash porid
“within the company’s 27- hectare prop-
ety in the town. :

' Limay Mayor Lilvir Roque sald that ‘

whlle the DENR has yet to approve a

dump site for the bottom ash, the coal -
plant will not be permltted to dump

any kind.of ash waste in the town.

~ Alvin-Pura, one of the aﬁecmd resi- . -

dents, told The Manila Times they have
beenvoicing their opposition to the coal

power plant’'s operation since 2012, 'Ihey -

are thankful that at least their problem
with the dumping of bottom ash has
ﬁnally been given attention, ., .
-However, he expressed concern over
the absence of a long-term solunon

. don't own the-lot but'we are humans
' whomustbeglvenunportance, hesaid,

‘ MovementsalclaboutSOO residentsare -

skin fashes and hypertensmn

-a panent frequ m:ly suffers acold, fever

om ash

"What w1!l happen to us? What will it
do to the community? It’s true that we

Derek Cabe of the Coal-free Bataan -

affected by pallution in the area, with
almost half gf this number afflicted
with frequent) fever, colds, headache,

Before the MMT special meeting, |
Cabe and group of anti-coal activists
and villagers [affected by the ashfall
wearing face nasks held in a rally in
front of lea mumapa[ hall.

: y coal ash,
PHO chief Rosarina Bucchan said -
the ashfall ma be one of the causes but

other factors hay ge to be considered why

‘O pneurnoniafy :ERNIEB.ESCONDE
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. . SMC’s coal plant -
¢ ‘notyet operational
- SAN Miguel Corp. on Tﬁésd,ay ques-
. tioned the motives of some, grolips call-
ing“for thie-suspension of the ‘Operations
» of its power plant in Bataan for alleged
- envitonmentat and health violations when
" the plant has not started commercial op-
crations yet. ’ : o
The, 600-megawatt power plant that .
will utilize the state-of-the-art circulating
- fluidized bed clean coal technology is tar-
' geted tostart full commerciat operstions
. by,Aqggs_t;,%O!S. Unit | will be commis-
sioned May(2017, Unit 2 by Auglsf2017,
" Unit3 by June 2017 and Unit 4 by Adgust ’
2018, . o :

hmem el ey

=3

8. o
- BMC said these groups musthavébeen -
+ misled- into ‘inaking unsupported claims .
“conceming its operations in Bataan, add- ’
.ing that whit it currently préducesfrom
Jits co-generation plant—that primarily |
-supplies power and steam to the adjacent
Petron Refinery—is predominantly lime- -
stone powder, L
" “This hias béen certified by the Environ- i
‘ment Department as non-hazardous: and -
. Is used as raw materia! for manufacturing
cement, the company said. ' o
" The: company said reports of *“tons
of ash” found along the coastline’ of a
tiver, which is about a kifometer away
from Petron’s facility, were far from the

truth- It said'that based on a repért from:
the provincial health office, the teported . .
skin_diseases. of residents were actually |
scabiqs‘_which' were in no way connected
t6 éxposure to ash. o

e ea UL
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‘enVironmenta‘l,o.rotecﬁofn
advocates must outrage us all

E call on the people o ]OlIl in expressmg outrage
" over the murder of env1ronmental protecuon

L

government-official allies, : s
The success and profitability of so,rne busmesses areba, ed
on activities that harm the environiment.: This is why's some.

of them have resortéd to murdenng the. ob]ects of their .

hatred: pio- nature mllrtants whose aim; ulhrnately, is;1o.

ban occupations and industries that damage the seas, nvers, .

forests and the environment, - .
The latest such mirder happened in Vrgan, the caprta of
Ilocos Sur. . :

Mario Contam, educator and former envuonmental pro- :

tection broadcaster, was shot dead by an‘unknown assarlant
last Saturday, January 7. He was traveling along the natronal
highway on his ‘motorcycle when gunned down, - - -
Contaoi was an instructor who taught at the Umversny
of Northern Philippines in Vlgan and a former commen- .
tator‘at dzNS Radyo Totoo station, -He tackled environ-
mental issuesand, like most bold commentators, he 'saw
an unhealthy link between the. rapists of nature and the -
military. He spoke against the placement of a heavy miliz.

rary presence - which leftwingers refer to as the mllltan- -

zation of the areas—in the places where envrronrnentally
lestructive projects are located. . *

The Kahkasan People’s Network nghtly and expected
;poke.up; “We condemn. the sensele i
Contaoi, who i is the erghth environml
1as been killed under the Duterte admi
s a clearly persisting impunity’ fadi

lefenders and other activists.-An independent and im: |

P
»artial investigation should". rmtnedrately be conducte
n thé. murder.of Contaoi,” sai

in‘Diilce, campai

oordinator of the Kalikasati =<eop1e's Network for thet"

invironiment (Kalikasar PNE). "
Accordmg to Sherwin de Vera, coordmator of Kahka

’NE's regional network named DEFEND Ilocos, ”whlle" e
issailant’s motive(s) remains unicléar; the authontles Hiust ‘L

10t diseonnt his nrevinie efint.ac radin. famarmiontasds A

. woulds supportanmvesnganon of ;

“advocates by goons of’ busmessmen and therr

f environment-reldted
ince 2001. On average,”

krlhngs recorded by Kahkasan NE 3

killings under-the previous Arrgs 3y ddministration reached’ ‘|
almost four cases per year, whil the'Aqumo adrninistratjon’ |

averaged almost 10 killings per. year. In the first six mo
of the Duterte admmlstraUOn, lere

ment of Enwro,nment and Nat -f‘
envirorimental and, mdlgenous
2016, ,Enwronment Secretary Gil:

m

‘vuonmenf related killirlgs,
Calling-on-the government! to do its job, Fulce sajd:,
“We hope Secretary Lopez wo ld help push the Duterte
administration to seriously. pr _be the‘unabated killi gs.
of environmental advecates: E ‘sunng the nghts of enyi- -
ronmental defendets and grassioots communities shoyld
be an rntegral component of P ésrdent Rodngo Duterte's. .
marchmg Orders 10 stop erivi ronmentally destructiye
projects: 've sand pol ‘trve companies will
embolde ed t _ ,be xen,more dggressive if its. .opponents
continiie jel ed to fasgitﬁattacks - .
We in The sdeeply moum|ttie mutrder of the 8 herdes .
of enmronmental protectionism ho*have been krlled in just
100-plus. days of the,DU30 admin mtranon, . ‘
: The Presrdent must senously fu lﬁll hrs promrse to go afne =

. ]
|

PO o . . :‘_ , . .
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MERICAN ch11dren S . A ;iVe,r and ;
- television network detivist Gri-
[ A Nickelodeon has . congern, %
announced it will build =~ - d problems. 4
an underwater resort and - _" é’"em %
o o e Environ- 3
theme park in Palawan _ The* dev’elopment wou d AFP, A
- province, the Ph111pp1nes last- + - protéetionihe stafement & ‘sombiites, " d
écological frontiet, alarming +»- But envitonmental group ‘ °"¢mmen,t
St wouId destroy the "ared tivated by new prOJects and.-f-u
envn'onmentahsts. . . maritie ecosystem. fciously study the impact” j
- The firm behind SpongeBob: SquarePants : “It’s sad-and alarming be hilippine partner, Coral: World );
and Dora the Explorer said the park on Pala-  that ‘big will.fiot promote e ed the resort would rlot hurt the .

wan island would be part of a 400-hectare
(1,000-acre) undersea. development show-
casing the area’s marine life that would give
fans a chanceé to “interact with the brand and
the iconic characters they love”. '
“Palawan was chosenfor the dev;slopment
because it “is known to.have some of the
most beautiful beaches in the world today,”
Ron Johnson an executwe vice pre51dent

tion by buildifig | those slructw;wf

of Greenpeace Southeast Asia to
“Why bisild a viewing deg

the whole paradlse to enjoy
Conservatlon groups cal]lﬁ

frontler
and f‘ores

oause of its pné

f‘whmh are amorlé,H
most. dlversé in Southeast A;
PaIawan 'is ‘home to tw

rent,”

yet to ¢ approved

\x

.. AFP, Othel

\unable De--

I Monozca

-

id thc pl'Q]-

V. C-a,mpos

ept intact,”

_-; n}a,,.._-_mu.-.f




o I 10413 et i L A b S e 28 ) et Aoy T e - 8 § e

PH

PILEG

Pols wa el o ad

o T g o I 1 i - o ok 8 o P L A s e . sy

PUBLIC AFFAIRS

resort and thene park
in the Palawan, consid-
eredaq.t!_:e-?hifippiues’
last ecolbgical’frontier,

alarmin,

: talists,:

R
! Thefirmbehind Sponge-
Bob SquarePants and Dora
the E;,(lplg;pr said the. park
on Palawan. island would
be part of d 400-hectare
(1,000-acre) undérsea de-
velopment ghowcasing the
area’s -marine life that
woulfl'give fans a chance to
“interactwithithe brandand
the itbnic’characters they
love® . ~ -
Pglawan was chosen for
the development because
it “is;known to have some
ofthe most beautiful beach-

Johnson, dn executive vice
president with Viacom In-
ternatipnal Média Net-
works, which owns Nickel-
odeon; said in a statement
‘gmai]ed to AFP-on Tues-
ay. - - .
Viacom’s initial state-
ment announcing the
project on' Monday said the
.resort would open in 2020
and feature restaurants
and lounges six meters (20
feet) below sea level,
The developmentould
“advocate ocean' protec-
tion,” the statement said.

Butenvmnmentalgmug
Greenpeace said it woul
- destroy the.area’s world-fa-
mous marine ecosystem.
“It’s sad and alarming
.because a theme park that
_big will not promote envi-
_ronmental protection by
- S sk 3

environmen-

St e gt Pty e vl e g

*sthethe park in* Palawan

AMERIGAN:#hildren’s
| televisiontigtwark Nicke-

bitilding those structures,”
Viice Cinches.of Green-
peace Southeast Asia told

- SWhy build a viewing
deck when you have the -

whiole paradise to enjoy?"
§@Conservation groups

all Palawan “thelast fron- -
© tigr” because of itd pristine |
coastliries. and forests, |

which: are’ among the old-
est and miost diverse in
Southeast Asia, -

““Palawsn
UNESCO World Heritage-
listed sites, asubterranean
river -and the Tubbataha
coral reefs. . _

. Palawafi-based envi-

‘ronmental” activist Grizel-

da Mayo-Anda alsbo ex-
pressed: concern: - -

- “l am. wary because'we
havehad problems already

-, with resorts built in man-
es in the:world today,” Ron |

grove. areas,” Mayo-Anda,
executive director” of the
Environmental Legal As-
sistance Center; told AFP,

: “Im really concerned
because sometimes, with
all due respect to the local
government wiit, we, get
captivated by new projects
and we_do not judiciously
study the impact,” '

Viacom’s Phil;'i:lp ine
partner, Coral World Park
insigted the resort woul
not liurt the environment,

" “We. are ‘taking very,
very careful méasures to
ensure that the biodiversi-
ty is_kept intact,” Coral

orld Park chairman Paul
Monozca told AFP,

: The Palawan_Council
for Sustainable Develop-
ment, a government body,
said the pr_doject had yet to
be.approved, . AFP

[— [1—]]
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| Duterte and thet.New Year

‘ ‘ '8 the water shapes
- itself to the vessel that
contains it/ so a wise

(Part D

mwarnq sy

,.W:r,,xtpnun

cunnnﬁmv

man adapts himself to

. cmcumstances,” Confucius, the leg-
. endary Chinese sage, once said. As

we enter a new year, it is incumbent
upon us, including our political lead-
ers, to reflect on 2016 and draw neces-

' sary lessons for years to.come.

Six months into office, President
Rodrigo Duterte remains a highly

popular and trusted leader. Latest

' surveys suggest that as many as 8 out

of 10 Filipinos have “much trust” in

‘the President. A similar number;, 77%

of adult Filipinos are satisfied with

:-his performance, so far.

Public mood is generally buoyant,
with 95 percent of adult Filipinos ex-

pressmg hope for: better conditions

in the New Year, Similar levels of
optimism were recorded backin 2003
(after the: EDSA II revolt). and 2012

. (as the Aquino administration. mOved

ahead with “good governance” re-
forms). In short, the Duterte admin-

. istration enters the New Year with

some confidence’in terms of publlc

.- support and satisfaction. :

Without a question, the first six

' months of the Rodrigo Duterte

administration have been among
the most testosterone-filled and

" suspense-laden moments inlour po-

litical history.
Runnirig on a campaign promlse

of restormg law and order, swiftly

~mopping out crime and corruption,

-and restormg our natlonal dlgmty,

'.{1‘

'the Duterte administration adopted a-

,w1th both domestic and forelgn pohcy-

[ |

“shock and awe” strategy in dealing

‘challenges.

:drugs users and pushers have sur-

True to his campaxgn promlse

- the President adopted extradrdinary

measures, to mop out the.prolifera-

+tion.of 1llegal drugs in the country.
Despite international and local - .

outcry over human rights concerns,

surveys suggest more than 8 out of

10 Filipinos support the Presndent’

-war on drugs,

As'many as 1 mnIflon suSpected

‘rendered, accordmg to the govern-

ment. A massive Drug Abuse Treat-
ment and Rehabilitation Center has

ibeen built in Fort Magsaysay Nueva

‘also kicked in, with 1,419 cities-and

munieipalities around the country
(87%.of total) streamhmng licensing
systetn and processing of business
permits, A one-stop service center for
Overseas Filipino Workers (QFWs)
has been established, while, in order

" toease commuting concerns, around

21-premium Mercedes Benz buses
have been brought on stream to han-
dle passengers from Ninoy Aquino In-
ternational Airport (NAIA) to Roxas
Boulevard and Makati City.

Under the leadership of Gina Lo-

- pez, the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) has
also' implemented more strmgent :
monltormg to ensure comphance.'

among mining companies operat-
ing in the eountry. Up to 30 metaliic
minés. companies were or faced
suspensions.

—_—

~

ant stat S,
Ecija."Bureaucratic reforms have
- enoughjto institute structural |re-

. &-vis Du] erte’s war on drugs w

- Guterres,
, fatigabl

" new andlumque challenges for the

‘preced ng negotiations with Islal

‘ferent' ap

nist
rebels have never looked better, while
nist
rebe]s artlcularly the Moro Isldmic

*leera lon Front (MILF), have hieen

expanded to include other major
forces such as the Moro Natmnal
Liberation Front (MNLF).

In te[ﬁr:s of foreign policy, the Du-
terte administration seems to have
secured'a:modus vivendi with China

~ in the West Philippine Sea, partjcu-
+ larly in the Scarborough Shoal. This
- has confributed to easmg of tensipns
in the h gh seas, raising hopes for a

- peaceful: dlalogue based resolution
- of territprial spats. Or at least

eir
effectiv management by rival claim-

Obvigusly, six months is never

forms and overcoming endemic mala-
dies in ur society. There have been

- misses imboth domestic and forejgn
. policy fronts. Fundamental problems
"¢ suchas

Poverty, unemployment, .and
food insecurity abound. Domegtic
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and mternatlonal security concefns

are bout d to mtensnfy, not subside
anytime[soon,
And iiternational pressure

fizzle out anytime soon, especi lly
under the leadership of Anténio

‘the artlculate and inde-
‘I;new secretary general|of
the United Nations, who, as a pri
minster, mplemented aradically dif-
jroath to the drug problem
ortugal This year will bring

back in

Duterte Jdmuustratlon
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Clay Aqua to attach coral |

; Our Responsihility
lundred Islands

esives Foundation, Inc. (P
tion) partnered wit .
nos to-bring its environmental :

Our | sibility to The .

i Our Earth
| drive goes. to:

THE Pioneer Adh
Pioneer Founda

Agriculture, Aquatic -a.nd_

).and Pangasinan State [
t took place from Decem
underwater coral

esources Res:

| sity (PSU). The eve
to 14, and involved

transplanta- .
tion and mangrove pl - :

€ ba divers:descended

jIsland in the Hurdred .
n coral transplanta-
er Epoxy Clay Aqua
It to secure it to the hard" .
‘each step by the divers
“the transplante
sfficiency, the teams wore
ly 2,500 coral, fra
ime of over oné hour,

inos this month to fulfill
lants. Diring this
50 be donating two
ghts; to help mark the coral
;mearby coral nursery, The
ill also help to prevent the
yanchors dropping into the -

inth theswater off -of Mayor
andsNationa! Park (
:| Hon, The scuba divers a
/| g the base of each
Substrate, Proper e
8-esgential to thes

"~ PAFTwill be returniniggo Al
Atg; commithient of 5, g
vigit, The Pioneer
buoys with solar- 4
t-trengplantation site 3

,ﬂeplloym,eth of thes
of the reéfcaiis
| ~water and-¢rashing :

000FCoEALNE
Foundatiohéwill a

\
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ca]led onthe governmentand the
! ‘National Democratic Front of the
;ﬁ_ Plnhppmes (NDFP) panels to m—

ader in Caraga town on Dec. 30.

. was planning to disarm Man- .,

. daya tribal chleftamDatu Cop--,; -yan
. ertino ‘Banugan and his “men’.- with

: but the rebels were forced t
: k1]l him, his brother Ramonan
ioa relatlve Benny Banuganu
: cause they foughtback.

[

§a have béen conducted because

peace talks. .
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‘Gov Nelson Daycmghmmg has. ‘uled to hold the

for more than_'
.The 'New ‘People’s Army:f :

(NPA), in a statement, said it - Eeaseﬁre?Wh

¢ they (rebels) want; They ‘sayl.l
. But;, Dayangmrang sald nol, -ar they want peace talks and yet

o such tNPA dperation. shouldfn...-v

T *How caﬁ'they
i ofthe ongoing ceasefire and defense? They tried tg ot
h1m it was. only ,natural that

i
i
I
i

Ancestral Domain T
. Awarded to the
and covering abou
tares, CADT-o01is t
title given to-indig
“munities . in .Sout
** danao. Residents h
- the entry of NPA ¢
Iand ~NICOALCONARA

g its Kalidugan Febtiv
ne of 13 Picho

tnbe ih 1997‘"
14,000 hec- :
t‘ suc
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_Water crisis in Ph: Scarcity amid abundance

_ BY PAUL ICAMINA o

SIXTEEN million Filipinos dén’t have access to safe drinking water
and Filipino slum dwellers are paying more for their water than
what Londoners pay for theirs. '

According to Agnes Rola, a professor at the Institute for Gov-
ernance and Rural Development, University of the Philippines
Los Banos (UPLB), only a small portion of the renewable water
supply is tapped: just 12 percent or 400 cubic meters per person
out of 3,360 cubic meters renewable water resources.

Rola said statistics tend to suggest that water scarcity - and
the need for conservation - is not a pressing issue but noted that
“several facts quickly dispel this notion.”

First, per capita water availability has been declining inrecentyears caused

1
I

by increased water demand due nlo €conomic and population

I E

growth. On

the other hand, the degradation of forest watersheds means lefs water.

“The data on aggregate avail

dicate the average supply per
the distribution of available s

is contingent on time, place,!quality and cost. The P
like all other Asian devetoping countries, has regions
of year in which water for specific uses is scarce.”

In fact, water deficits
Central Luzon, Southern Luzon

capita per year withou
pply,” Rola said. “T'rue

¢ reported in the Cagay
and Central Visayas.

ability are illusory in tHat they in-

F regard to
wailability
hilippines,
and times

fan Valley,

“Water is 2 basic human right,” Rola said in a pdlicy paper

N —

i especially the poor, have limited access to it, even if annual availi -

| able resources far exceed total withdrawals,”
- Inrural Philippines, water js almost free such that water is not properiy

used by farmers who are not charged the full cost of irrigation systems) - -
Rola said-a higher irrigation price may induce farmers to demand o

less water and Ieave the land fallow.,

“Despite the relative abundance of water in the Philippines,|

. 16 million Filipinos in 432 municipalities. do not have access to,
safe drinking water,” Rola said, citing a United Nations Develop-
ment Program report. The price of water in urban areas seems
prohibitively high, she said, noting this is especially true among
slum dwellers. - '

for the National Academy of Sdience and Technology. “IYet many,
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The provmmal governmﬂ
will conduct a two-day Agncul-
. ture and Climate Change Summit

-at the Events Place in Carmelita.

Hotel here on Jan, 2640 27. '

~Gov. Manuel Mamba said -

the simmit will | address ‘the-

¥ " lessons learned | during* the
onslaught of Super’ Typ‘ b0t

/“Lawin” and to platt f?r a niore

. dlsaster-resxhent provinge:

~“There is more to'be

- and there is a need fo

f:r

Cagayanos oncgf
showed to" the coun
res111ency and!~ prepared-

dika

"as’§eén in the Iow nijnber of
casualties from the«

‘the governor said: .
"‘Mémba said that ahiong ‘those -
" affected, the agncultuxeasectors
concerns were 1mmed1a;ely,re-

the assistance of the Depart

of Aqgnculture and Civi

. otganizations that hdvi

. out to farmers.

¥ e: said the Depa;tmen‘, of
: Scierice and Technology, De-
: * partment of Public Works and

Highways, Department ‘of |

» : - sources and other stake
;o8 are helpmg Cagayan barry

support donated: by: i'fféi‘éﬁt -
- groups and personahtlle_ﬁtb Ca-

the nrovmc:al governmen

Environment and Naural- hﬁ;—//-
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PEZA drums up mvestor inte
ahead of Duterte ) Mzddle Eal“

Thefl‘uh

Economxc Zone

 President Duterte’s ‘Planned state

- Philippines-priof to the state visit.

visit.there late next month,

“It was PEZA which initial-
ly conducted talks w1th some
sheikhs and busmessmen in'these
countties so the De artment of
Foreign Affairs (DFA) is asking us
to be in the frentline in formaliz-
ing the possible investments to the

of President Diterte,” PEZA di-
rector general Chanto Plaza said.
. Duterte i3 tentatively sched-
uled to, visit several Middle East
destinations from Feb. 26 toMarch
3. Among thése in the pipeline are
Riyadh, Dubai, Qatar, Bahram,

- Oman and Kuwait.© ,

[

The PEZA d'uef said her agency
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By RICHMOND MERCURIO

Tl be ac:comparued by officials
‘ Authonty (PEZA) ! leadmg adel- - fromi’th

egation that will warm up inves- : Trag
tors in the Middle East ahead of : ¢

dtistry;

e DFA, Department of
d Industry;: zPIuhppme
amber of Commerceyand In-:
and other govemment and

private sector executives during
the investment roadshow.

' “Owners of some identified eco*
“niomic zones will alsé ‘come. Somie
“are governors, mayors, privateland -

owners; they will join us.We are ac::
‘tually inviting participants, maybe -
from theDepartment of Agriculfure ;.
and Department of Environment .
.and Natural Resources, Some local |
‘executives like the mayor of Pala-"
‘wan, mayor of Hermosa, Bataan,
and several mayors in Mindanad will -
bé goirig with us so they can already

findd artner or an investor of then'
'écONOMmic zones,” Plaza sdlid. v
" Investment seminars are sched-"
uled on Feb. 11 and 12 in'Riyadh,

‘majority 6f our Muslim Filipinos

;show is;

est
_ t‘ vzszt

I‘ i

Feb. 13 a#d 14 m Duba;, and Feb.

1I5and 1 Qvﬂ(lzatar
“PEZAwill ;domgthemvest-
- ment sery inars'for investors in

these countnes and then hopefully
we can alteady find a match to out
local investors, specifically the
new econ pmiczones created in the.
- provinices and cities of Mindanad
bécause Mihdanao is where thd

are staymg, she said,
.Plaza SFld' the investment road-
ecessary, so that during|

‘Duterte’s| visit, agreements and
investments can already be signed
.and finalized..
. She smH busmessmen from the

i halal hubs in the
erinitial meetings

countryb
‘with them ast year.
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Finnish firm mulls P10B rubber

!
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manufacturing

BY JED MACAPAGAL ing plant would consume},G,OOO tons of
fubber annually to produce four million
INVESTORS from Finlang are keen on  (pes; ’ -t
investing $200.million for a 50-hectare “We are producing €nough yearly
(ha) rubber manufacturing plant for tires requirément, wé are prodhcing around
With an annyat capacity four million, 110,000 metric tons MT) 4 year but our
the Philippine Rubber Research Institute consumption according to our data of
(PRRI) said. around 30,000 MT is for dorr:lcstic and the
Rudy Galang, PRR1 interim executive dj- remaining 80,000 MT is being exported ag
Tector, told reporters that officials of Black processed rubber or in raw form,” he sajd.
Donuts Engineering Inc, are SELtOgO t0  The Philippines exports riybper to Ma-
Cotabato and Davao today to scout for POS-  Iaysia, Cliina, South Korea ai 'd,Japan.
sible location of the manufacturing plant. PRRI said as of last year, ch total land
“(Black Donuts has) set 4 timetable greq planted with rupber ces stood ar
that within two years, (it) will put up a 220,000 ha but majority are young trees
Mmanufacturing plant for tires ‘of regular which are not Yet productive, There are
cars, pick-up trucks and other smalf trucks,” 25 processing/manufacturing lants using
Galang said. rubber , most of them for tirds,
PRRIsaid the investors picked Davaoand - Galang also said thar the local rubber
Cotabato becayse of their good logistics industry is valued at around P11.6 billion

facilities like roads and ports. s at current prices of $2.11 per kilograms
Galang said on average, the manufactur  of rubber., ,
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‘ Net satlsfacnon wrth the gen- p 1
. eral. performance of ' the i

Duterte’ admunstranon de-

y clined in the fourth quarter of

2016, dropprpg Across’ areas
and economic; classes
‘Thiswas revealed in the Iat-

_est, Social: ‘Weather Stations
" (SWS) survey, which ' also

showed "that the administra-

g non posted Iower net satlsfac-

forms amid vwldespread criti-
cism of its all-out war agqmst

Allegal driigs.

N ationwide, *SWS - found
that73 percentef1,500. aduIt re-

. spondents weré satisfied. with

the .. Duterte, adzmmstratlon

while 12 percent were. dissatis--
o fied and 15 percent undecided,

The latest figures yielded a
very good”- net: satisfaction
rating (satisfied minus dissat-
isfied) of +61;.0r 5 points lower
from +66- (75—percent satisfied

' minus. 8-percent. - dissatisfied,

correctly rounded) 'score./ in

September which SWS also rat-

edas" verygood Aok
Conducted -on: Dec 3-6, the

- Fourth Quarter ‘Social.Weather

Survey had 3 mgrgrn of error of

(AR (IR

'.that 81 percent had-__‘.m'uch\ (430 from +39)!

.percent’ were undecide’d

~ Manils (+53 from +66), 4 pomts

(+41 ‘from |+55)

; pt -(+45 from
F57), recondilis} g ‘with Muslim
‘tebels (+33 fro ‘+42) reconcil-

Resulrs of the sam survey
released last month; shotyed - ~ing . with, cont
ﬁghung infla-
533) anq ensur--
ing that no fa uy will ‘ever be

hungry (+34 from +37).-

trust” Presrdent Duterte 9" ton (+25 from
percent had “little trust” and' 104

yi€lded an “excellent” net tras
Score of +72, 4 points down from
+76 {83-percent much frust m.1~

‘national issues n ensuring an

- efﬁcmnt transp ‘rt system. (+48

m - 439), foré

{451 from +46)5 elping* the
poor (+66 from +63), defendmg
~rr1tor1a1 right "'(+54‘from +53)
H d- developl
in the.rest of Luzon (+56ifrom . technology (+5o
+60)yand Visayas (+58 fromi+62)",: - ;
and:barely unchanged in:Min-,

danao (+78 from +81). e

; téa, net satisfad on
scores‘ ‘of the admrmstranon'
dlpped ;13 points in, Metro

changed arhong Class -Ey (+62)‘-'
and: ba,relylunchanged -‘among.
ABC (+55 from +58) but decliny

tion, posted lower net sausfac- . go
tion, ranngs on fighting: cnmes {10 -g -.
(+50 from +58) and promoting: 30 to 49, bad;
human : rights (+56 from; i+63); - bad;, and -70 an
mcludmg ﬁghtmg terrorism; : crable . —RAFAEL ‘

eradlcatmg |Nqum1nn£senacu
fi

_.‘-..,- -

addressmg o




