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“‘“‘““1 DENRfexec appom’ted
,‘to thé*UNbody"(‘)n Lo

Srsity’ cofiservation
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e gt |RAFI.0R -w ‘'mentand well-beng
L ey -«I;,‘im,_asSBSTTAchau',mllalso
i .An\executwe from the Dep::u‘tment—ofI advise or.recommend to the COP’s
. Environment and NaturalResources (DENR) oﬂlenbodles the isgessment of the
f has been appomtedtn be part of the adwsory i e;atus of bmd:v rsity and other

! body of the United Nations (UN) Convention measures takén o successfully
on Bmloglcal D1vers1t.y (CBD), which couldbe J unplement the c nvenhon if nec-
a'signof global recogmhoh to the country's éf " & essary.

’ forl'stoconserve and protect its bmdwersﬂy 17 The BMB chlef isa graduate

' 5. "'Thé-CBD, 'which ‘$ecretariat is -bagéd - 'of. veterinary 'médicine from the
in‘Montreal, Canada; recently appeinted:: University of the'Phlhppmes Her
Biodiversity Management Bureau (BMB), - &xpeftise and work experience in
Director Theresa Mundita Lim to be the next .+ ; championing, wildlife protectlon
‘head of the Subsidiary Body on Scientificand | --and. biodiversity|conservation in
Technological Advice (SBSTTA), anmtergov« the Philippines h rm::tdeherav.rery
ernmental bodythatglves scientific adv:ceto ; able country rgpr sentatlve invari-

| the CBD's Conference of Parties (COP). " otis international fora .

The DENR said it has welcomed the + The BMB mder Lim’s.watch
appeintment,.calling it recognition to all  has unproved canservation pro-
the efforts of the DENR to conserve its nch ; grams, mcludmg r}nanagement and
bmd1vers1ty Sy N sustainible financing of protected
| CBD is an; lnt,ernatmnal legally bmdmg Jareas and key blodlverSIty areas

treaty with three mam goals: Conservahonj f_»natlonmde N ) i
of biodiversity; sustainable use of biodiverr ~—— —  © "~
mty; fair and eqmtable sha?rmg of the heneﬁts
arising from the 1is# 6f genetic resources, Its | ;
overall objective is to encourage actions whxch
.wﬂl lead toa sustamable future. A
'Lim, who w111 serve a two-year term
-starting this year, ‘was appointed durmg a’
récent conferencé dubbed as COP13 héld’ la.st
Decémberin Caneun, México. +o
#v:0ne of her main diities is to prepare-aset
ofre¢commendationsfor the COP14 tobe held 1.
© inEgyptin 2018, - : 51 8 (AT
.iyDENR Secretary, Gina Lopez, who had:.
endorsed Lim. to the post, said that the ap-, |
pomtment of theBMB chlef tothe CBD would "
“allow the Phllnppmes to show how its blodl;
versnty rograms canbeneﬁt humamty” o
' “Biodiversity.is the wealth of the planet
Ifwe keep it alive, éur planet will see the’ hght
. ofday:Inthe Ph]llppmes our aim is to expldre
biodiversity in a way that benefits thé sur-
roundmg commbumnities,” Lopez said. 2 ¢ :
-.-She'added: "The environment is not onlyJ

o land air, and water;but,also people. If the.

+ peopledonotbenefitin a sustainable manner,
then our conservation efforts can be cons1d-
ered a failure.” :

‘ Lopez s statements Jwe with the objec— 3
tives of the Cancuri Declaration on Main-
strearning the Coriser¥4tion and Sustainable

Use of Biodiversity for Well-Being, which was '
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_EN\B denies.""' |

~ -graft claims:-
THE Department of Environment

and' Natural Resources-Environ- .
mental Management Bureau de- i
* nied allegations that there were: i :
regularities in the procurement of
48 units of air quality monitoring :
. stations (AQMS) installed: across i
" Metro Manila and othcr parts of
the-country. : .
In-charge of EMB‘s Oﬁice S

of the Director and its Concur

rent Assistant Director Jacqueline

Caancan said the purchase of such

equipment was aboveboard and -

-free of corruption, noting that the
. agency followed every step of the
. procyrement and bidding rules. ‘ :
" “The procurement of said equip- - '
" ment went through the standard :
bidding procedures conducted by
" olr Blds and Awards Committee
-and: ackquired through cothpetitive
¢ public bidding,” Caancan said.
.+ '“The procurement is ifi accord:
“ance'with Republic Act No.-9184,
--or 'the, Government Procurement
. Reform Act” added Caancan. =
: Caaucan was reacting 0.news:
papeneports clmnungthepmcure—
ment of the equipment, supposedly
worth‘Pl billion, was riddled ‘with
anomallw and lrregulantles )

- “The reports refer to the EMB's
pumhase of AQMS from 2011°to
2015, gomposed of both Open Path
- Differential Optical Absorpiion
Spectroscopy (DOAS)y and Par-
ticulate Matter Stations (PM 10/
PM2.5). Anna Leah E. Gonzates .

v
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New lab boosts DENI R:
- to asses, control lethal pollut

By IONATHAN L. MAY[‘JGA
k4 @lon!mayuga ‘

Y ATITH a dioxins/furans
t laboratory in plaice, ‘the
‘ Department of Environ-

- ment and Natura] Resources-En—
vironmental Manageément Bureau
(DENR-EMB) now boasts of an en-
hancedcapac1tytoassessandcontrol
persistent orgdnicpollutants (POPs).
As 2 patty to the Stockholm
Conventionon Persistent Organic
Pollutarits, the Ph111pp1nes needs
to develop its local capability to
_assess and control POPs, includ-
ing polycholormated dibenzo- -p-
d1ox1nandpolychlormatedd:ben-
zofurans or dioxins,
“We now have a dioxins/furans
Iaboratory to do that.. We are cur-

rently in the process of’ capac1ty-‘

building and tra1n1ng our EMB
personnel,” DENR Undersecretary
for Special and Foreign. Assmtant
Projects Jonas Leones said.

The establishment of the dmx-
ins/furans laboratory started in
2015. Tt has a total est1mated cost
of P95 million. ‘

Abrainchild of Leonés dunng his
stint as director of the DENR—EMB
thelaboratoryis thelast ofanumber
of laboratories needed to make the
 Philippines capable of assessmg all
POPs and meéet its obhgatron under
" the Stockholm Convention. -

Dioxins are among the most

toxic chemicals known to science

and are detectable in almost afl'

compartments of the global eco-
system in trace ‘amounts, accord-

ing to Fatima Molina, supervisihg .

science research spec1a11st .and
chief of the DENR-EMB’S Labora-
tory Services,

The DENR-EMR Pornn{-'lw -~

' accumulaté in ‘ahimal fat an

| e

4 \

are formed as byproducts cf nu-

merous industrial activitied s 'and
all combustmn processes,. such
as exhaust § gases, solid and hqu1d
residues and’e! fluents. it
Burning of household trash
and forest f1res can also resdlt; in
release’ of lelnS and furans:_i,nto
the environment, o
According to experts, leXll‘ s are
persistentintheenvironment. I'hey
gcan

travel long distances.

Member-countries of the Stock-
_holm Conventlon ssuchas the Ph1hp~
pines, are giving priority to d10x1n/
furanmanagement through they con-
ductof activities that cover riati :mal
mventones, source reductlon and
_control strategles

Accordmg to Leones the-:es-

1

tablishinent of a dioxin/furans
Iaboratory also boosts the plan
of the DENR to push for waste-
to- energypro;ects in partnershlp
with other countries,

Wlth a dmxm/furans Iabora- N

tory in’ place, ‘the DENR- EMB
can now generate data'to support
policy and decisions’ on the'adp p-
tion of appropnate approac jm
the management ‘of POPs’ from
natlonalmventones squrceredy c-

tion and controlstrateg1es an m '

order to support the enforceme nit

of the provisions on dioxins in he

CleanAerct or RepubhcAct (RA)
87489, andtheSodeasteMana'ge-
ment Act or RA 9003, '. h
The Philippines is -curren ly
1mp1ementmg the Integrated Per-
sistent Orgamc Pollutant (IPOI]:’s)

. Project to’ ass:st the country |in-

meeting its obligation under the
Stockholm Convention. Sl
‘I‘he pro;ect aIso aims to boost

al

.~
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‘By JONATHAN L. Mayvea
L4 @jorlmayugs

YHE Depaitment of Ene
- v_-irdnm_ent and Natura]

.. Resourceg (DENR) has or.
dered SM(C Consolidated Powey
Corp. (SMCCPC) to stop the opera-
tion of its coal-fired power plant
in Limay, Bataan in the wake of
black ashes falling from the skies
affecting hundreds of residents
living nearby,

The $top order

came after Bp*
viroie.réisntfseeret.aw.R,f-:g.i.l.iéaB?aa-
L. Lopez orderedan inVestig;tio'ﬁ
intotheteported agh fall that resi-
dents blame to the.operatibn. of
2 nearby coal-fired power plant;

This is the not the first time _
‘hat'an’ “ash fapy» incident oc-
‘urred éffecting several commys- .
tities in Limay, Bataan,

The stop order was handed
own by the regional office of
18 Environmental'ManagemeriE
ureau (EMB) in Central Luzon

T SMCCPC “t4 Stop any activity -

side its coal-fired power plarit’
Limay, Bataan”, .
The ash fall reportedly caused
veral residents to fa]] i1,
The DENR-EMB Central Luzon
ice also directed the nearby
:ron Bataan Refinery (PBR)‘ to
op from dumpin gNewly gener-
dbottomash”in the areawhile .
ashspill incident ig being in-
tigated. - = . '
"he two directives, both dat-
Ianuary.ﬁ, 2017, were issued
Regional Directoy Lormelyn
1dio of EMB Region 3, which ,
ased in San Fernando City,
panga, - L
he EMB, a line bureau of. -

i,

‘the DENR, s responsible for the
implementation of various enyj.
fonmental laws, ryles and regi-
Iations, including. Presidential
Decree n0.1586, orthe lay estah-

|
(NS

’ _leg.e'drgkin diseaéesi"éa

lishingthe Environmenta] Impact -

.Assessment System that requires
an'environm'entalgoquliance cer-
tificate (B CClto ensure that ade-
velopment pProject will not cause

~ adverse environmental impacts,

In a Notice of Alleged Viol-
_ tior issued

“wanted the

celed due to the ash spill.“Notice

‘is hereby served in connection g
~ with the dumping of bottom ash,
facility in Limay, -
allegedly cauged

‘at [-SMCCPC’S]
Bataan. This
unmitigated spread of ash which
affected the health conditiong of
the residents in the host commu-
" nity,” the notice read. :
The EMB is giving SMCCPC 4
period of seven days from receipt
of the notice to explain why it
. should not e penalized under
"P.D. 1586, and whyits ECC should

“ not be revoked or suspended.
~ “Failure to attend will qualify
- you to be considered in default,
and the cage shall be resolved
based ifi eviderice by record,” the

- EMB warned SMecpC, :

C Meanwhile, the EMB said the

- latest orderagainst PBRwashased

on the notice -of. violation it is-
sued against the ojl facility last
December 28, when the-ash spil]
in'Limay was first reported.

i+ The EMB said it was inclined

‘toissuea new order against PBR,
: "considering the most recent re-
" ports and informajtion on the al-

t6 SMCCPC, the EMB'

_ RN i
ICCP( - Notours'~—petrop
\ p.bgver-fir‘ﬁi’toexplain' E
~-Why.the Ecwﬁgﬁgmay facil-:

ity should not be revoked oy can-

e

'.,','S

CPC's} facility.”. - |

- “SMCCPCaindPem)‘:ﬁ Corp.areboth
stibsidiariés 6f Sap Miguel Corp,, one
~of the country’s mostdiveisified and
“bigge stconglomerite “Petron Corp.
operatesthe PRR, jwhkc‘h isthelarg-
est integrated crudé’oi] Yefinéry
- and Lp‘g"i‘:"ro‘chemiéal i ‘

“the ¢ountry. - i !

urash pondislog
lity and near

:‘jbﬁéa}}.j_:"égﬁxits from the'DENR, is .

ounded by dikes
red to prevent .

!

.

kilometer away from'o

b

. are fot true.

S “We want to

The company ' alsg
both'the govérnmenta
dia to visit its facility.

this whole:story,

would make it complete
rate,”.tha statément said |
RS T

étr(?h
and

show you
that we believe,

us'e‘d.By the
d'uinping of botto I1'7"ash at [sMmc-
e

[

i,

4

nits

welco
n

anda

JE

e
"complex in
£ i

O

ar#gi'i-éétﬂé?ly
ispersion,”
Petron said in 4 statement senit
- ~-out to the'thedia on

I

_ Monday. .
" “Ash from the pond, certifieq

‘by DENR as nthagax":ﬂﬁh's;
.. be'ised as raw ma

will

terial for our

! cenen manufacturing'plant,”

P “Accopding’ to p

. Teports of ash spill
_ash found along th’e"coj

- adistant river, which i

“Cé,
' tons of
tline of
lalmost a
ur facility,

N
. Petron Corp, claimed|the rivey
: hear'Whe:re' it Operates iJ

thécompanycarries out'
' measurds to confain ou
"ash't6 avoid dispersion.

{c"lea:n.:-is
‘adequate
t'bottom.

mes

Themé- ’

i;“sfde-of

JppE

i

pagE

Nneverthel'eSS’;: t
sured that it willig
the affected residy
tb work with the

atedwithin .

- ar ur offices. -

s,?the"h'e'céssari' regional and - -
. yreg

- We joi

- late

ccu-

unicipality “tsid
and ecessary.™ .

Alcause for alarm

EANWHILE oy
‘gYoup|Greenpeaces;
edas fall‘in'B'a'_t_"éar
algrm| highlightin,

ax e eiron Corp, - campaign agairjst ¢

- MHz WHILE, P'e'ftr'qg Corp. jst - of Foa fired power:
»-?S,PE% ﬁ&%e{}}sﬁs!ﬁ%n,“f;&k?ff""" ~~Reu ER-Mu;j: ’Elrif'
. othing to do with 'the incident’ efgy ¢ mpaignéy.of

ataan, who'
by the doal'ash spill ¢
coa) plant of San v
the pébp’,le"i
demfandinga thoroug
and transparent inve
said|incident.” ' g
rding to Mu:
dentisho Idno't_b'é'trig
", giveir that the
hasajver ' weak regul
ture when it comes.¢
contrpla dpolli.ltio'ns

“Thisi -al‘soare'n}}
Duterte aiministrati
_ e
suingla path of indu:
opment ppweréd by
-especially coal, benef
oligarchs howillnev

top comsiderations i‘ll‘.
ingwhatkind of devel
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g he terision between
.. " Department 6f Envi-
¥ , fonment and Natural

y Y

Corpora’fii’)n arqgefasfifey dis-
agree;gﬁﬁme trugleause of the

+»ashspill incident lastweek that
allegedly came from the latter's

+ coal plant in leay, Bataan
. The: regional ofﬁ ’of the
Enwronmental Management
. Bureait(EMB}) in, Ceiitral Imzon

- has ordered Petron Cérp tdstop

any activity inside its coal-fired. .

' power plant in leay, Bataan .-

-in the wake of an ash spill‘that -
- has reportedly caiised several

remdents to fall ill last wWeek.
" It'also dlrected the nearby

,; \Petron Bataan Reﬁnrez;y (PBR)

“to "stop from dumpmg newly-

- generated bottom ash" in the

.area while the ash Sle mmdent
is-being investigated, 3

-"But Petron lmmedlately

- lashed back at the: DENR( as

it elaimed that ity was’ wrongly
*faultad for the incidént.” "

o “‘Reports ofash spill and tons

ofash found along the coastlmé of
@ dlstant nver whmh is almost a
lulometer  away from oun faclilty,

A Resour (DENR) '

cemén% manufactunng plant,”

1t added {& o
B¢ i;i%ngustrecentlytonkfull
owners p of the 140-megawatt

'.-marﬂy serving the electricity
Tréquite) ents.oflts Lunayreﬁn—
' .mgfacmtym Bafaan. ' © -

_bleforj lmplementauon of ‘'various

DENR 1tse]f
on purpose the ashis being
“used A as faw matemal for dur

thgt hiad-been pri-

EMB aline bureau of the
DeparhnenfofEnwronment and
Natural Reéourées is responsi-

enwronmental Iaws, rules and |
regulations; including Presiden-
tial Deéree No. 1586 or the law
estabhshmg thie Efvironmental
Impacﬁ ASSe3sment System
that réqliites an envnnnmental
comphance certificate (ECC)
to ensire that a. deveIopment
pro_]ecf ,’ il
env:ronmental unpacts ;

ot cause adverse :

por—
=,
e
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plant still
runni ng?’ |

LIMAY Bataan—The Coal—
. Free . Bataan Movement on
‘ Monday lamented the: contin- -
‘ued. operation of ashfall-caps
ing coal-fired power )glants m
~ this town.
We have read’in the news
. that the Department of En- .
_ vironment and Natural Re-
i sources- Env1ronmental ‘Man-
‘ agemeént Bureau finy Regmn 3

+ already ordered the;shutdoyn :
' of ‘the SMC Global Power
plant and told the. Petron

Corp. RMP 2 coal plant to .
* ‘stop dumping newly -gener-.
‘ated bottom ash,'” said Derek
Cabe, coordinatgry - oj the.
_CoaL-Free Bataan Movement
"W checked this mbrning :
_and‘found out the’ L1may~coa1 ‘
plants are still in operation.”
" Asked to react to the DENR—
" EMB’s reported; plan to shut -
!__down the plant, San: Miguel.
lCorp presxdent Ramon Angi
on ! Friday said it 'was s “not true
néws” without elaboratmg
" Inastatement, Petron said 1ts :
- ash pond “is located, within our
. facility and near; our offices. It -
" Has the necessary regiotial and
local permits, is surrounded by
dikes and regularly watered to 5
-_prevent dispersion?™ & . S, B N
| * ‘ASh from the. pond ferti- Sitd A
fied by the DENR as non-haz- o i
ardous, “will be uged ‘as.1aw
u matenal for ourmceﬁlent manu-
facturmg plant, » added Petron,
~ which also has its 180,000 bar- -
: rel-per-day refinery. in. Limay.
! ButchGunio . , &

g3
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EMB stops dumping of ‘corrosive wastes

. LIMAY, Batiai ~The Envirdnmental °

Management-Bureau has ordered a
coal power plarit perator here to stop
dlllg'lping of botiom ash tinléss neu-

tralized of itsalleg‘e‘dhazfa:dousprop.— :
erties and to be disposed only in an -

area approved by the Depaitment of
Environment and Natural Resources.

Claudic made. the, anmouncement

. - during a dialogue Friday night with

. villagers at the PEX site in Barangay
- Lama, this town after meeting with
Limay Mayor Lilvir Roque.

"We issued an order stopping the
dumpingofbottomashinany dispos-
al sites,” shesaid. . . Lo

. The EMB director said that before
the botto'm‘ash‘wou,ldbeﬂs'po'sgd of,
it should. be neutralized with soil to
lessen its corrosivity.and no longer
hazardous. ... ..° . . oeld

Disposal'will 5nly be permittéd in
an area approved by DENR, she said.

Bottom ash is two of the by-prod-
uctsof coalinpower plants. The other
is fly ash used in the production of

ENVIRO WATCH

Claudioemphasized, however, that

e
.

be stopped ‘ ST
; -“Ongr Stoppage of :dumping . of

2 . botiom.ash,” she said. . -
EMB Region'3 director Lormelyn

'+ The order involves the 140,0r 150

-megawatt plant operational report--

. edly foralready three years.. -, «..-

i .~ Claudio said that shehadl‘ol"de'réd- .
rmanagement of the coal plant to un-: ' amhere the whole day until evening,”

dertakesprinkling of waterforashnot
- 1o affect the community and the set-
tingup ofbuffer zone by planting trees

' betweentheplantand thecommunity,.
. - - Thedjrector also told residents that - la,: Tl -
c DerekCabépﬁﬂle.ﬁoaleE:eeBataan
.+, ~Movement said-‘they have -written

‘ithecompany hascommitied toundet-
- take medical missions, | -~ ...

- Affected .residents, howaver,
‘séemed not to be convinced. - - 3

- "Today, stoppage of dumping but :
what about in the long rin?,” Alvin.

~Pura asked the director..; .. .
.- The affected residents demanded:
lasting solutions and sanctions on al-

theoperidtionof thecoa Lplantwillnot

“leged con{pa%!lljvidlaﬁbns. '

Claudio shid EMB, would install

" :CCTV cameras to monitor the activi-
‘ties of the'plant. '

*.# "In case,I am no longer atound or|-.
beplaced else; Y here theredrechiefsof

-

the differen
- shé said in.
+DENR Setret; .
see to it that heads would roll,

am making,
- +ithe EMB dire I‘ or said. -

i With her u‘fzére chemists, monitor-
.+ ing team and other officials and per-
... sonnel of EMB'in Region 3 and main

officé in Manita,:

»lo
ey acted only

27 "We are tha
... Lopezand wewi

said. .

c‘l;efparﬁhentsmmeEMB,‘
erence to reports that
Gina. Lopez would

"Lhopeth mediawill report that [
1 action: Like, today, 1

manycompla?[tstdEMB,butmeagen—
ankcl with Secketary

W Waitforheractions,
- .+ Cabe, whoisarankingmemberofthe
. Kilusang Pambansang Demokratiko,

TE
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-]reforestatlon target
m !m e _M_A'tota‘l :_of 15,225, 03/§$eedhng§ of

ILOILO CITY The Department iy

of Environment and turalResources: o
ZWestern Visayas'@ NR:6) exceeded-:g '

‘ 1ts reforestation target in® ithe region.
" 'DENR-6 Regional: Director Jim &
,,Sampulna said aitotdl 0f9;114.42 hect-. .

- areswere reforeste A .

Caplz,, Gu1maras, ‘and. Ioilo provinces:.-
* lastyearunder the N atlonai Greenmg'x
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" By JOVEE MARIE N DELA CRUZ
' @,roveemar:e

1HE House Comnnttee on
I Natural Resources has.en-
_ dorsed for Plénary approval a
. easureallowing the Department of
:, Environment and Natura] Resources
x(DEN R) torevert to forestlands fish-
‘ponds that have been unutilized or
'abandoned for three years.
. Party-list Rep. Carlos Isagani T.
- Zarate of Bayan Muna, chairman of
. the panel said House Bill (HB) 854

PﬁShPOIldS to fo-'"‘;

-'Mangrove Forests.

authored by Rep. Lmabe e Ruth@R
V:Hanca'of Bulacan, seeks td, amend
Séct jon 43 of Pres1dent1a1 Decree
(PD) 705, titled Swampl ¢

“Mangrove and othe
released to the Bureau;of 4Flsl'iemes
and Aquatic Resources [BFAR] for

fishpond:purposes whichdre not; ut[- .

lized or which have been abandoned
for three years from the date of sich
release shall revert o the! category of
forestland,” the bill read.

.“The Department of Agnculture ‘

.........

determihe in a set of joint

Swamps, "Flshpo

Tt added‘_i

people lTnng in communities,

. [DAF: a.n theDepartment of Ehvirpn-
‘ment’ ar d“Natural Resourcds sHall
guide-
}Lbandoned undeveloped |

lines,

underutilized fishponds covered|by
LeaseAgreements (FLAR)," .

Forherparﬁ V]Ilanca chairmarn:
the Houge Committee on Forefgn Af-

. fairs; sard environmental lawg myst
. be atturfd tothedemandsof

change, dswellas the socivecdnomic

needs olf the i increasing number

imate .

of

. V111ar1ca however, said PD 705 _
ot “Thé Revised: Féyestry Reform -

Code of the Phlhppmes ‘Tequires
‘that for the DENR. to revert fish-
pondswith FLAs to forestlands, the
fishponds must have been unuti-

lized and abandoned for five years

from the time these were released
for such purposes. ° ; *

“The five-year period is deemed

!, toolongforsuch flshponds to be uti-

i. lzed for purposes.other than what

i they were intended for, such as for

mangrove propagation, to address

. ithe devastatingeffects brou

htabout

fby cl1mate~change or for pr
leco-teunsmactmtles, Vﬂ].“

,Jmotihg
Fica smd

" To effectwely implemien
vision onqthe reversion of fi
‘as wellastheFLAs issuedby
covermgﬁshponds Villaric

the BFAR

DA shiould prepare with the DENR

jointguidelinesin determini

ngaban—

doned, undevelopedorundetutlhzed

flshponds :
The bill wds f11ed durlng

ﬁ

Congress, but was not taken up due

to time constraint.

|
.

;thepro- o
shponds,

asaudthe'

the 16th ’




CCl voWs tok
re rabi I|tae Laguna La

BY RAADEE 5.SAUSA -

HE Phlllpplne Chamb er of Commerce
and Industry (PCCI) is committed. to
. help the government in its initiative

to rehabilitate and restore Laguna Lake 'to

its-“original and pristine condition” .by re-

ducing the number of fish pens in the lake
and reducing its pollutants

Felipe.Gozon, director for Envi-
ronment and Climate Change of
PCC, said on Monday his group
welcomes the decision of the gov-
ernment to suspend the i issuance
of fishing permits for Laguna Lake.
- This move will help the govern-

of the lake according to its carrymg
capacity and help the government
get rid of illegal fish pens, he said.

Gozon cited a recent report

published by the Laguna Lake

Development Authority titled Pi-

lot Ecosystem Account for Laguna

de Bay Basin which indicates that

’eI

the major contribtor of pollutior],

remains to be domestic wastes. |+
The lake’s aggregate surface’
area is about 900 square kilome;
ters or 90,000 hectares, Of this
10 percent or 9,000 hectares may}
be aliocated for aquaculture, bu{ |
in 2016, there were about 12, 00
hectares of fish pens in the lake.

*. According to'the report, 81 ] per— ‘

cent of the bmchemlcal oxygen.
demand (BOD) load comes fromy.

domestic wastes, while the rest of
the load comes from industry‘(é :

percerit), agriculture (5 percént]; -
_and:solid wastes (3 percent).: .

The report-also indicates that,
treating household dxscharges
holds: much potent1a1 for-im-:
proving the water quality of the

i
Ji.‘_‘

ment properly re-allocate the use

i

Laguna de Bay.

Restoring the pristinejcondition. |
- of the water quality
.. also help the loc:
" increase their liveli

" Gozon recalls th
there abounded in
water snails (suso)

‘as-feeds for the diicks

_raised in the bag

of the lake will
1l cqmmunity
hood. =

the
that wete used

tiver and

that tasty freshwater catfish (kan-
duli) were numergus in the lake :

and the Pasig River.
that

~ Gozon added
“being one of the

the lake, behooves the
hf the process.

want'to be part

takeholders of
PCCl'to

of developing a master plar’ for

Laguna Lake

at in the past; .
lake fresh- -

that were .

kyards offthe, |
houses adjacent tg thg

business;
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'Don't restore Laguna |
lake mega dike project|

. THE militant fisherfolk group
Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang
Mamamalakaya ng Pilipirias (Pa-
malakaya) on Monday asked the
- Department of Public Works and
. . Highways (DPWH) not to revive a
- mega dike project in laguna de Bay
" known as the Laguna Lakeshore Ex-
. pressway Dike Pro;ect (LLEDP)
Fisherfolk, residents; environmen-
+ talistsand other concemed sectors op-
: pose the project, saymgthnswﬂl pose
- agrave threat to the a]ready fragile
" marine environment and species in
* the 90-thousand hectare lakg.
© " Moreover, they added that around
- 4.9 million fisherfolk and urban poor
' families will be deprived ‘of their live-
- lihood if the project is revived.
. The LLEDP, which would cost
{ P122.8 billion, was one of the
. biggest projects of then-President
- Benigno Aquino' 3rd under the
i Public-Private Partnership (PPP).
Ithas proposed two component
pro;ects a47- kﬂometer express-
" waydike from the cities of Muntin-
- lupa and Taguig.(both in Metro
\"_ Manila) to Los Banos, Laguna;
and the 700-hectare reclamation
area intended for commercial,
‘ res:denUal and mixed use,
-, Butthe project was terminated ear-
: ly last year because of failed bidding
‘ andstrongresrstancefromthe Laguna

NI

Sl

lake fishers, settlers and other sectors
concerned with the brackish lakey'i
The DPWH, '‘one lof
the LLEDP's lmp]emenung agen- :
cies, earlier said it would still p| sh

throughmththeconstrucuonofthe -

mega dike, which'is crucial to the
tranisformation of the Laguna'de Bay L
into an eco-tounsm zone. { '

*“The DENR ihitiative to refia- |

 bilitate Laguna de Bay through a |

moratoriurnon fishpens will become
futile unless this mega dike [pro]ect] i
that is a total menace to the lake -
would be suspénded permaneqtly R
We hope that fishpen d1smantlmg
is not.a ribbon-cutting ceremnony ‘or ‘
the total conversion of the produ "“‘ B
fishing water of Laguna de Bay ifto
a money-miaking eco-tourism ub
for business tycoons and the ri

Fernando l-hcap, Pamalakaya chE; h

© man, sald in a statement.

The fisherfolk group said they‘ ._
ready to mobilize the Laguna lake
chaptastostoptheaﬂeged]ydesm
project fiom being peddled to pnvate'
developers and investos, AN

“We have frustrated this prolect
before, we will again do so in the
name of protecting one of the cot'm-

' try’s abundant ﬁshmg grounds z}nd

upholdingtheeconomicand political
nghts of the ﬁshexfolk," Hicap salh*
wi " ‘ NEILA. ALCOBIER




{¥

ol

l'h __ md"‘ Star

% Xt

Dnyaryong d:senteng masang mtehhente

VENP VR

Nagkasundo ang- pa-‘

munuan ng Subic Bay
Metropolitan Authority
- (SBMA) at Philippine
Couricil for 'Aquatic and

Natural Resources Re-

- search and Development
(PCAARD) para mapa-
natiling .buhay ang coral.

. feefs na umuusbong sa
bansa, -

Nagkaisang ni--

lagdaan ang partnershlp'
agreement sa pagitan ni
"SBMA Chairman Martin
" Difio-at lahat ng agency
leaders, investors- Joca-
tors at non-government
organizations para |-

Kmamayan ni SB v
Brlghterday Subic 3
para sa coral reef restor

Lot}
|

10 JANZ

DAT

[

PAGE

monitor ang kalagayan
ng corals na nakabase sa
Cabanatuan City, | Nueva
Ecija.

“For as long as the
SBMA, the community
leaders, and the busi-
ness; owners around the

"Zone are responsive and’

responsible enough in
preservmg our cotal reef

.beds, the condmon and

future of our eco- system
is sustainable” pahayag

‘ni Difio.

Ayon naman kay:Dr.

UPPER ts

‘SBMAat Pl:nnnn magkatuwaiip sa‘coral reeh

. umaabot na sa 80 porsl-

yentd ng coral reefs ang
umuusbong sa bucng
kapuluan o
" *This means thatit |1
breached its ecolog(c
condition- that is dange
_aus-te plants, anima
" arid otherorganlsms liyii
in‘'our-waters,” paliwa E
ni Carlos. [
'Dahil sa kasunduan) hg

) mga- partner organization

ay ililipat ang may 5,000
. coral fragments para
ayusin ang nasirang |er:.‘f

Melvin Carlos, djrector: areas at ilatag ang: pag-

ng Technology Transfer:
Division ng PCAAHD

project sa Su

| okasyon sina Community Environment Officer Marif
: _Prownmal Envsronment Officer Laudemir Salac (Alex Galang)

deploy sa 10 coral nursery
unit, (A!ex Galang)

irinan Martin Difio si Mark- -Dayrit, chairman ng
matapos lagda nang nnershlp agreemeft

+ |
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|- -MGA ITATAYONG PASILIDAD SA Hi !HUL_UGANG | KTAK
i 5 pamahs lini i Hinulugang  ng amahalaang| parflalawigan na
IRIRCCLLC - poicvico o g pomatationy s s g g Hinog e U e
Clemen Bautista. | Gov Nini Yoares atAntipolo Mayor  Mayor Jun Ynares, maaaring matagal  kapaligiran at af. asama o
Jun Ynares at suporta at tulong'ng  pa ang katuparan na maibalik [sa ang Hinulugang Taktak na itinuturing

SAsana apah:n kad sa Antipolo ay . mga taga-Rizal, ay m\ﬂirli_ﬁllain an * dati ang Hinulugang Taktak, ngunit-- na natural at cultural heritage ng
Ian I-Iingguganggl‘aktak. Bukod pa, EE inulugang

[+

.

i Bagon, natupad ang pagmumulat sa atifig' ~ Antipolo. v
ang Katedral ng Antipalo na dambana ;‘Zl?tgl]zno%r?g %ebrgro f;}Z\OIS; Rial n}tga kababayan ang kahalagah?{} ‘ ang dgagp?(};ig%lz 5;1g1§ gl‘lggl‘];t:i;yc;r;;n
Birh ayapdan at Sa bahiagi ng ménsahe ni Rizal nito. L Ln . »
. ﬁabtftll};lgnlgag]fa]ﬁﬁagy? inyargya ng  Gov. Nini Y:%aresg, sinabi niya na ang Ang Hinulugang Taktak, 5a “ang pag-aayos ng mga flokumento g

) g e o ” ; : i .~ Pamahalaang Lurigsod ng Anti olo
; tngmea turista, habilitasyon ay simula a lamang pamamagitan ng Proclamation o. P : sy §
?ﬂgggg&kﬁizag %%%;,Ph%ih%éédan_ ;i naa.is niyyang n}'(lahﬂ.)ad gng laynin 42, ay ip rmditl:?ty;a 111,1:11 r‘;;;scaa Il:gt'eg; ; Spaammnsaﬁggng%n tallz o:g 'a'?\sg (cillgtg
i na bumabagsak - ing tourist destination'ang na ng Pro dsce af ; ! . I (
;?El:l :jmﬁla‘c’:vnnaatmumab]g: %s sa batis. Sa lg?z{arll,? u%g lalakas ang turismo, matiyak ang proteksiyon, Fat—ulo ang hanging bridge, palaruan, mga

Y Pyl
gmamasid, naririnig din at aka r g ' shabilitasydn' tong upuan, karagdagang picnic
: ig dinahg lagaslas agkakaroon ng hanap-buhay na pagpapaunlad at rehabilitasygh'  konkre mic.
1}:; tubig. Igi'lg I-Iirn%lr.lgangg Tﬁstak‘ ngg mamamayargl.' Kasunod ng glat}?tak ir%lh.l.lon s;?alf{'lgggsgang ‘hutomgaiugo at evator.
tapos ang magkatuwans rehabilitasyon ang pagtatayo ng tak ang inilunsa ; .'E’b . Sundan sa pahina 11
gﬂiﬂﬂ%ﬁ:&yﬁ% irégpalﬁalaang-' / waste Water}i,reatrr_tent upangmaging System (%@S_) To Green Progra ¥ |pa

+Mula sa pahina 7 - -

- JAyonkayAntiEoIoMayorJunYnares,,mahala o
- mapanatili angmgalikas na yaman at fanawintuladng.
. Hinulugang Takeak Protecied Landscap ,Na;‘t_i.giwa]a'
, Siya na ang malinis; at maEandan apaligifan‘ay
+ simbolo ngisang rhaunlad na komunid dopamayanan.
indi na ki g gumastos pa ang m K:rtzn‘a

. 84 pamamas sat ibre at bula: '5a publiko \
. Higléllugan : Takhaﬁ? ta ; &
i. . Ba muli

foul gi%‘allgbubhti}(as ng HmulzlganfgﬂTakthk
R e e e
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Benguet Goldrlch Ahtamok’Waste

d'isposa

By Dexter A See

BAGUIO CITY—Benkuet C01 P
and its development bpartner,
Goldrich Natural Resources Ex-
ploration and Development Inc.,
has signed separate agreements

* with the City Government of Ba-
_guioand the Municipal Govern-
" ment of Ttogon for the conversion

of its Antamok properties into an

engineered sanitary. landfill.
The landfill would have a
waste-to-energy compost plant
" geared toward sustainable envi-
ronmental preservation and pro-
- tection in the concerned locali-
. .ties,.the mining firm said, -

v

I pro Je';;i

.ﬂ(

‘on '1'

- The *Afitamok pro_]ect’ is:in

the mine rehab;lltauon“plan\ to
Beithplemented in the affected 1
areas under the final' nfmewre—. 1
“habilitation and decommrssron—
‘ing plan approved by’ the MGB
‘Benguet Corp. added,

gl —

"Once ;! rmplemented =

it

BLISTT area followmgrth, o=

'visions. of the Ecological; SOlld-'
Waste Management Actiof 2000,
‘ ‘émd that the project is imbyed w1th
: public interest, the firm said.

.. The proposed fac1ht1es for

Ull ". )

waste-fo- energy plants
Signing ' the;, agreement on

behalf of Ben guet Corp. was °

‘cantara Jr.; W '11e Goldrich was
represented §f ifs: president,

JAtty, Jaime A, Paredes Jr. ;
. Baguio wa ‘3‘ represented by
G,

. Mayor Mauri 10,

while.: Itogon ay6

Palangdan alsc s1gned the pact.
.. Under the a eement BC will

'are needed for the landfill: and
-waste-to-energy - pro_;ect’ as
well as give Goldrich' access to
the ‘properties through ‘Benguet
Corp.’s surrounding propertles

for the entire economle 11fe of -
. liver  and. dlspose excluswel;l'

: the project.
Antamok and can access.it any
‘time for. operations..and tepair-
.and-mamtenance actwltres of its
underground facilities-and. other
. 'mine structures inthe. area.
' At the.end of theagreement,
i which lasts 25 yearsplandxrenew-
. able. for another: 25, the,rposses-
-sion of the patented lands shall
. revertto Benguet Corp

i BC, shall retain, ownershlp of

The= mlmng firm will als
secute ;the’ approval from "thd’
Minés &d Geosclences Bureau
as part ‘of the-mirie rehabllltatron
program of Antamok.

Meanwhile,: Itogon will de:

at Arftamob allithe: town s solid;
waste generated ‘ahd collecte

engincered. sanitary landfill i

ready; for'opetation. The town':

will opnly'do:so-vpon; reeemngJ

wrltten nnot'ce from -, Goldrichl
dorsement nec .
] lementation) .
operatlonn,and maintepance of

the Antamok project.

=G0

“by its :)eommumnes .once the -

“tﬁ:e‘ Bxecutive Dlrector Isidro .C: Al-
. Ajitamok project will effectwely
address the solid waste manage- .
“ment. of the Bagmo—La Trlmdad-

Domogan .
*May6r. Victorio
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_ NO TO C OA L Protesting rﬁe’mbérs o‘f the Philippine Movement for Climate (Ii'a'ngi,
climiate justice group in the.country, lie qp:the:road in front of San:Miguel Power Corp.along ED!
City (Metro Manifa) calling:for the immediate stop te operation and construction of coal-fired pe
‘Limay, Bataan, Residents in a community called PEX site in Barangay Lamao, Limay have complained of heal
hazards brought by dusts from the bottom ash dumped by the coal plant. PHOTO BY MIKE D:E.IUAN
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" Phl to ratlfy Paris climate pact in JuI'

By PAOLO ROMERO

The Ph111pp1nes has com-
mitted to ratify the Paris Agree-
ment on climate changein July
and geek Senate concurrence
before the end of the year.

* This was ‘disclosed yester-
day by senators arid their visit-
ing French counterparts after
meeting with Foreign Affairs
Secretary Perfecto Yasay Jr. in
the course of their four-day
x{lszt starting Jan. 6.

~ “We met this morning with
the Secretary of Foreign Affairs

who very much assured us of l

the willingness of the Phili
pine government to ratify
agreement by July,” French
senator Gerard Miquel told

a joint press conference after .
a_closed-door neeting with.
Qena,te Presldent Aqulhnor larki

Punentel III at-the Soﬁtel hotel

in Pasay City. -
Pimentel was joined by

Sens. Franklin Drilon, Joseph

. Victor Ejercito, Loren Legarda,

Cynthla Villar and]uan Miguel
Zubiri,

“With M1quel president of
the France-Southeast. Asia

Inter~Parl1amentary Friend-
'ship”Group, were ‘Senators
~Bérnard Saugey, Jean-Claude

Lenou and Simon Sutour.
“The visit was part of the
activities commemorating the

70th anniversary of diplomatic

relations between the Philip-

'pines and France.

The Fnench senators élso went

Mayor Tomas Osmena oo
Miquel was part of the del-
egation of French. Presideht -

Francois Hollande, who visited

YoIanda-th areas.in Febru-.

ary 2015 with actress Man :
Cotillard. - 3

He. descrlbed the Par 5
Agreement as a “success;that
we've béen working on forl} a.
long titne... and is going o

allow us as a nation to facei 1m- x

portant challenges in chmate
change and the protection of
the environment.” - . -, .
The agreemerit, s1gned ‘t?y
some 175 countries and en-
tered into, force last Now.
aims to reduce greenhouse g

[ - emissions worldwide by 2030; ,,J -xatification w1t i
_ «Cmym-m The;JEhﬂa.pp_lges ,has yet

Lo _rahfy the pact.

Legarda saig
always been for
‘despite reports
lukewarm to the

“T've been for
‘because the Phi

non-emitter (ouf 23

gaSes) in the wq
‘mean thatif you
justice that you
agreement, " Leg
.She said the [}
1strat10n is for th
W;th 32 of the 33
ing already su
certificates of ¢
Malacafiang.
“Lam certain
to shepherd the

Legarda saud o
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<~ FIREGRACKER-BAN
Musrfsmm Tm'snmv

~

: L R

e welcome,,,__the lower‘
.number.’o [ﬁrecracker—
related m]unes at B30 as
reported by, the; aDepart-

o

ment of Health, and ' welaud the
dgencies and groups behind the
. steadfast “Iwas Paputok" cam-
palgn for this “gop

. years figures, Géo,
related - mjurles'
testably sull

‘ Jure .
high- Tevels of health-damagmg :

. particulate matter 2,5 and tOXIC
~ frash generated‘from th‘
" cracker | explosrohs ¥
: drive government into’ fast-
; trackmg the issuance of a regu-
. lation  banning,:. firecrackers
Takmg action,, now. will, allow
" our people to breathe, cLean air,
a basic- human: right,. and to
welcome the next: nem yearina

healthier and saner. way sans..
. gory stories oﬁbody parts being.
‘amputated, eyes blmded and.

‘skinburned. . sy oo

1, As-the. pendmg blllS on fire-

. crackers in both. houses of
Congress may. not: be enacted

fast enough, we requést Presi-’
dent Duterte jto. support the

‘DOH-drafted executiveiorder
that , seeks to. prohibit: fire-

) crackers for personalorhouse-
hold use, The 1mmed1ate pro-
mulgamon of th,e, order will
give the country, partlcularly
i «the firecracker in ustry; more

time to perform the necéssary -

‘ adjustment and transition.

systematici,;enforcément,; |

chvey o At '.gli*}

1Upon»prqmu1gat10n, wg find

be’ «convened-asisoon as possible,

cluding the conduct.of a wgor-

ous pub 1],(‘, mtormatlon and, ed-' :
ucation;drive all;year round,(as '

well a3, stern acuon to stop. the

entry. of ﬁrecrackers rnanufac- )

Concemed ,nauonal and 0- .

tured- abroad -y, .

el

cal government , institutions .-

need to.come up wnth,a detail :d

plan onhow:to,assist the affect-

ed sectors and[famﬂles 1mth 1r
switch, to; a; safer;and sustair
able hvehhogd 'Ihe authorit les

shouldq§errously reach out to .

the so-called | backyard 1ndus

to ensure ‘workers-;are : d ly'

assrsted«}m ﬁndmg aiternatﬂve
employment-uﬂ oy l
Ehebanywill ssurely.
please everyone,“but gtjeater
pubhc mterest dictates that'a

tougher pohcy 1he radopted. ‘to ,

put-an.endato,the,. preventaqle
cyclec of uries;; deaths Hiry
and tox1c pojluuon that may e
causedbyﬁrecrackers - f,‘:
iAS goyernmenty is. du

safety{ of: }ts citizens, espec1ally

the chrldren who .dre most

vulnerable. 1.to.. ~injury . ~and
toxlc,‘pollunonn we- urge 1thie

authont;es do (hasten the bcrn"

onfil;' ackers,m FRE
" Lo i el '.w»‘;; S
AILEEN LUCERD; 1
natloma_g,eoordlnator,
EcoWaste Coalition, .
Unit 329, EagleCourt; ..
26 Matalino St Quezon Clty 1

it essential for.a- governme t-
led. stakeholders cqmmltfegqto.

_to=dlscuss“ther,order’s full and :

. ‘bound to,protect:the, health and' .‘
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dratxon l- hal VeI'Y now
sand then, fm‘i'prey to en-
',rlsmg 1n’dlv1d1ia_ls who
':.1‘5. g?domplafmf's ‘

alleging. ot
TentalibY hedl i

;sgondmg ; !
rgtmunitiest
lienvofficialshy
bits)The, lates :
iPetf’dn’Corp

%iibj et ‘of n.m;b"‘ fports and
g‘cdmfa'lalntsl ¥4l govern-
_ment officials and anumber of
‘Limay resideiits- linking its
‘Bataan refinery to. everythmg
from an oil leak, to rashes on
'residents’ skﬁi and a slew of
Igther woul&" be’en‘vx onmental
_ PoFHiealth issiies! -t

S #nd in the”mldst of all this,
Biz Buzz léarned that a repre-
“sentative of-leayMayor Lil-

'

rvl?‘klloque actually ‘talled on

Fxear

FRainon . Ang,"‘ t'who heads
*Petran’s parent “ifjrm  San
\Mlguel Corp.jaday" Before the
é:' ri'iplamts agamst ‘the compa-
‘-ny ‘Hit mamstream iredia.
{v7n any cd§é; on the day the
news broke (sendlng Petron's
fshare price plumrrietmg), com-
; pﬁ‘ny off1c1als kriet” with their
. counterparts 19 may {inaso-
: called Multlpam
‘_Team) to ‘réviéw -the com-

‘ plamts bemg‘ ‘lodged by local |
‘ residents, §omeé of whom were .
ach

“the

C mdehealatnide iFhat

lowmg ’SMS message. *PG- fn
: ,ﬁ 3 i e

"(meanmgaﬁthe “‘Proveral

. sdimeé” company property ftha
by the Wy, S6me of the'ir infor-
: mal settlerswere occupymg o

onitoring -

Frae= Y

GovemmenteEnwronment hid
“ﬁ" ources

offi Ial)_'.i

cI ym-
ter— '

[

OT
res1dents‘0fﬁlkamae or Alar%an.
The repo‘it‘ d 3kin-Fashes were -

cables andb'hl-L

VpT 1af
pénedf tdé3b3" deposited’ onit

Even law-abldmg fir: s are
*noamatgﬁforghGU off1c1a 15tand
‘theii thnstltﬁents somet mes."
Said one exasperated m nlng
‘industry. offitial “Welcon e to
th'et'elub”‘ Petr&rf " DAx‘IM L

o to» the‘E’club Pe'f-f on’




