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The 'Def)art’merft of Ent,

'v1ronn’1ent and Natural Re--
sotirces (DENR) has ordered - -
' SMC Consohdated Power"'

Corp:- (SMCCPC) i40 stop
any act1v1ty {nside its coald
-~ fired- power i}‘alant in Lxmay,

L

Bataan in:t
‘a‘s‘h's'pil-l

hottom'ash j the area whlle

Whlch affected the- health

- conditions- ‘of the J;es‘ldents
“iny the ho’sttcommumty,” the’
f notlce, readd i

wlyl generated” '

e.'wa; e‘of an:;

| sPres dential Dec?eéﬁ

' The EMB is gwmg SMC-:-

CPC a period of seven ‘days

“from. receipt of the notice to’

explam why it. Shouldnot be'
penalized under PD 1586,

. and why its ECC'shiculd noti

- be revoked or’ suspended
“Similarly; you are hereby -
- ordered to;
undertakmg any activity "
- while the: rhatters are being.
mvestlgated i the EMB told
SMCCPC Cew

p.from further,

f_fﬂ: '.fto

]

1nVest1gated N
The two direc

zonal dlI‘ECtOl‘ Lomelyn
‘ u*ﬁ;o of. EMB R ‘ion,. 3,

an_doCIty Pampanga

Imp ementatlon 0

'gulatmns,i}x

“'No. g}QBG or the Ell'%%
" lishing the Envr' hé

Impact Asgessmé 'System‘:

1

that requiresan e
'mphance 5

'-:bOth

'ted'Jan 6, were 155ﬁed*by'
A 1mpacts .
EMB a line bureau of the,

ENR! is: responsrble for the |t
yario oufs . its.

AV nme_n— :
1A tféﬁﬁunmltzgated ,sp

'..eratl‘ons of Bataah plan

(ECC) to rensure that a de—
velopmer@p_ ject will not
-cause adyer: nv1 onmental

Bataan. This ﬂl‘ege

'_I‘he bureau also ordered

*“the dompany to; attend the

‘technical conference sched-

e

*putigal

““Bailure to attend will

'quahfy you to beiconsidered

- in'default and the case shall:
be resolved based on evi- .,
“dence on record,” the EMB"

warned SMCCPG;

Meanwhlle, the EMB said.|

the latest order agamst PBR

WaS based on the notice of
“PBR, whi

+ "violation it issued-against the

oil facility last Dec. 28 when
the.ash spill in leay was
first teported.

_ !

led on Jan. 9- 4t the EMB.

.fReglon 3 office in Pam-“ information ¢ on the alleged

of San M:éuel Cotp., one of
the: countny s most diversi;

- erates.

in the country

The EMI sa1d 1t was in?
clmed to
against PBR “considering
the, most, recent réports. and

skin d1seases .caused by the
dumping bf bottom ash at
(SMCCPC" s) facility. ”

SMCC &C and Petrony
Corp. are both sub51d1ar1es

fied and biggest conglom-

'!: .

Petron 'orp operates the
h is the largest

mtegrated Tcrude oil refinery
and petrochemmals complex

1 PP

:Fsue a new order |
‘e
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f.l_‘Tj{E ‘Iénf onmental
':'M’anagemen “Bureau
" ‘Central - Luzén . ‘régional ~

.office (EMB) of the De-

".partmentofEnmonment .
| sand Natilta] Resources -

(DENR) ‘has ordered the
“San Migiel Corporation

Consohdated Power .

~Coip. (SMCCPC) to stop. >

- .any activity ‘inside its -
" codl-fired powei plantin
) spﬂl

Limay, Batdan pending

_investigation withthere-
. ‘ported ash splli coming
., fromits plant.

FMB Region 3 director -

¢ Lorntelyn Claudio issued:
- 'theorderfollowingreports

" that thie ash spill coming
. -plant of SMC- -

from the
‘CPC has already caused
illnesses. to several re51-

. COmmumty,” the nohc

m IU R

L............_............. S

. -dumping newly- genel;at-
‘ed bottom ash in the area™

 while the ash spill is still

bemg;nveshgated
Vlolahen issued to SMC-

,CPC the EMBwanted the '

powerfirmto explamwhy
the ECC for its Limay fa- -

orcancelleddueto theash

"Nohéesherebysewed

‘,m connection with: the .

gmgofbottomashat
(SM CPC’s) facility in

‘Limay,Bataan. Thisalleg-
. edly caused unmitigated
“spread of ash which af- ;

fected the healthoondltgms
of theresidentsin the hos_t

““dered the company to

f‘\ i ﬂkm’

"“@

UI’P!'R Haﬁ.l.F'-

v

;Reﬁnery(PBR)tostopfmm: C P

Pam anga.

aﬂu.te to attend W111 C
'you 16 be cons d— -

ql.l

“eredindefavltand thec

sha]lberesolved basedﬂlln -

evidence on record,”

1586, and wﬁly its ECC
Lo houl'd'not be revoked or- o
"In a Notice of Allefied /- :

at-
" tend the technical conf ar=
-ence schedu.l;ed today at
- cilitysheuldnotberevoked. . the; EMB Reglon 3officel g\

ENIB ‘warned SMCCPC

Meanwhlle, the E

“said ﬂlnglataéorderag
BRwasbased on thé 1 o~

Hiolation it issu

s F

t the oil facility Lp: t

. dentsinthearea. . ‘ g when the ash'spill
-TheEMBalso dlrected TheEMB has g1ver1the - Em’lay was first fepqt-
the nearby Petron Bataan = ‘SMCCPCsevendaysfrom ed. Cory Martlnlnz

-
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By Anna Leah E. Gonzales * j"v_'.'f‘; .

. _ rnent Department $ plan to s )
HE ;reglonal ofﬁce ofthe o Petronfs 180,000 barrel-pe‘ ”.d?a_‘ reﬁnery 1s_ !oeaﬁé

. ' ed’ifi'Lifnay, Bataan: b oo

- I EIlVlTGnmeIltal Management “#Qur;ash pond is located w1thm our faclhty and
Bureau in Central Luzon " near our offices: It has the fiecéssary regional and .

 ordered SMC Consolidated Power Iocal pimits fomm te [Eﬂvgegggg;ggemf:pg;
Corp;, a unit of conglomerate: San - O .
-sald‘,_ash from the ‘15

Miguel Corp., to stop an "activi .
1g:11 t I'Pl ﬁr d p Y 1 tty vn-onment as non-hazardou ““erl 3 used as W
inside 1ts.coal-ilre power P an n matenal for Glirethent mai ﬁfacturmg plant.”

leay, Bataan EMB- a line bureau; ofj fhe;@.nwronment De-
ER s tésponsible -for:thi mplementatipn.
‘ The agency said it also directed the ne'arby Pe- ofva bus environmental lawsz rules and reguja-
© tron Bataan Reﬁnery to “stop from'dumping newly- tiods, mcludmg Presxdentxal Decrée No. 1586|or
. generated] bottom ‘ash” in the ared while the ash sp111 thé law: establishing the ?Envuohmental Imp act
-incident was bemg investigated. Assessmeut System that reg
The two dlrectwes, both dated Jan 6, 2017 were - ,t' ce certlﬁcate;t
issued by reglonal director Lormelyn ‘Claudio of opm et will not éuse adverse envirgn-
"EMB Reglon 3 based m San Fernande Clty, Pam- ier T
:panga. '
~ The coal power plant was bemg lamed by some
residents for allegedly causing an ash spill.
' "Not true news,” San Mlguel pres1dent Ramon

: ertlﬁed by En-

> ljege vmlatlon to SMC-
- j"to e;;plam why he

. JR— E—
S ke . . . - <. R
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By Daxim L, I.ucas !
.@daxINQ., P 'pres1dent RamonAngsald 3 A amortg__ oth-

. L "‘Wedontownthatplant n - . S

. The chief - of the counuy’ .'-={ quées 'ogn Yol can check t 8. ’informatxon
biggest conglomerate believes,* lssroned @}.may reco s ‘of PSALM,” he said, el ary Lopez
.‘Environment Secretary Gina plant was due only to'the com-, femng to the government-r 1} was® “still “inc mplete hea‘

-Lopez may have been misin . added.

-gapan 'actmg as @ good:nelgh-

. formed about an oil splll‘*adj‘a‘i bp wantmg ‘tof ~as51st in con- s i * §an Miguel and leay May- i
cent to Petron Corp.’s: refinery fta'rmng ‘the oil spﬂlf SR were We at the site? We ju‘L) or Lilvir Roque |had| h;
‘in Bataan which prompted her .. “That old power plant was  wanted to help w1th the cle - changing corres ghal
to say that she would i issiie’a owned by Natmnal Power Corp. upefforts:”" ; ;\ .about the issue ds 85 a4

i-licease-and-demst ‘order against and-if was foreclosed ‘by the ‘;A'n'g'-‘_'séi& “he ‘had already’ gust2016 soon affert i
the petroleum giant. - ‘ Bataan local govemment unit commumcatedemese facts to - at the decommiskion|

In‘an interview with the In: , for nonpayment of ' taXes As Ermronmentf “Secretary Gi 13" thermal occurrdd, i

"quirer, 'the president’ of “San they were dlsmanthng it, an oil Lopez, who'has long been voc ". July 2016.
._Mrguel Corp —the parent’firm leakoccurred andPetronvolun— about her oppos1f:1on to: co l “First: of allf w

e’Subje
1 ; oCqIIRES:
e_ettlers lmng»on#
toperty, Ang tol%;Ro’@fue*
;Legg than the Depar"tin
‘Environment and'*Na irg
ces had certlftfed(qthat the -
Was “inert or bénign.” .-* i
Nevertheless, it was rec-

- - Jis __‘L‘,r
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Bataa.ﬁ f

to probe

IMAY, Bataan — The provineial govem—’

ment yesterday vowed to look into the

possible link of illnesses that affecte.”

some  resi-
~dents in Limay town
“and the ash spill which
‘some quarters blame
‘on a coalfired power
plant of Petron Corp.
Bataanmformahon
‘officer . Geoff Loyola
‘and Vie Ubaldo, Com-

“munity ~ Evironment
‘and Natural Resdurces

Officer;. ‘said that: al-

-though the provincial

government  supports
the smooth operations
of investors operatmg
in the province, Gover-
nor Abet Gareia is also

“hent on protecting the

 interests and health of
the people.

The provincial gov
ernment’s initiative fo
investigate the matter

-comes after residents

|
i+

near the Petron refin-
. eryin Limay developed
“skin diseases and . ex-
‘perienced difficulty of
breathing, among oth-
ers, which they beheve
~was friggered by ash
from the power facility.

Around 200 families

" have complained that
“‘the ashfall has affected
" the soil, plants, water

pEER -
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" Hugas-kamay sa Bataan ashfall -

LIMAY, Bataan - Nangako ‘ang pamahalaang

. panglalawigan ng Bulacan na tutulaiyin ang pinagmulan

- ngbiglaang pagkalat ng iba'tibang sakitsamgaresidente

. malapit sa 1sang coal-fired power plant, samantalang

itinanggi naman ang Petron Corp. na may kinalaman
ito sa ash fall sa Bataan;:na higit na ikinagalit ng mga

~ residente, :

i . S
Ayonkina Géoff Toyola, information officer ng Bataan;

 at Vie Ubaldo, Community Environment and Natural
© Resources officer, bagamat, sumus:&prta ang lalawigan

. malapit sa Petron Re

para sa maayos na_op on ng lahat ng kumpanya sa

-probinsiya, “our governor Abet Garcia'is dlso protecting the

inferest and health of the people of Bataan.”
Ito ay kasunod ng fgzligrereklamo ng mga residente
ery sa Limay ng iba’t ibang

. karamdaman, gayangsakitsa balat, hirap sapaghinga atiba

pa dulat ng abo na nagmumiula umano sh kumpanya,
Itinangggi aman %gl Petron na may—ldnalamagito sa

< pagkalat ng bottom ash, ng ginagamit bilang back fill para

- saplanta, -

Kasabdy ng 'pagll;“ékasa ng imbestigasyon, ipinag-utos

. hitong; Biyernesini Environmental Management Bureau

. -{EMB HeadlormelynClaudiosacoalg

wer plantng Petron
sa Limay na itigil ang pagtatarbak ng bottom ash Hanggang

 hindi napatuttnayang wala itong idinudulét na panganib.

Ayon kay Ubaldo, sa paunang pagsusuri ay natuko
 na hindi qdiﬁadb angjbottgin ash.g Cgayunman, 11yatuldasa¥ .

nng_lltl Pa.rty Tripartite ' xﬂdpangarub batay sa gloljal

UPPERHALF

v

LOWER-HALK

Team na lumagpas ang . imposed limit, ayon pa khy
normal allowable limit nitog, " Ubaldo. . . ’
gaya naman maituturing na . | ‘Mar T. Supnad
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Groups ™
threaten
to sue

Lo

By Rio N. Araja

THE Umted Flllpmo Con-
‘sumers and Commuters on
Sunday criticized ' Environ- ;
‘ment Secretary Gina Lopez - P
for her failure to act on al- 5
leged anomalous purchase of
air quality monitors, - ;
. - . "UFCC president Rodolfo 5
Javellana said his group,
along with the Coalition of -
‘Clean Air Advocates of the °
‘Philippines, have already met -
with Lopez in August last .
year to thresh out the details -
.of the questionable purchase,
but to.no.avail. ; '
~ .Javellana appealedtoPres—
‘ident Rodrigo Duterte t6 look :
'into the: irregular procure-
ment of air quality monitors. . :
“Consymers, commut- '
ers and environmental ad- !
vocates+ will- file.. charges
against Lopez before -the |
Office of the Ombudsman '
‘on Tuesday,” the group told '
Manila Standard. = .-
. Javellana said since 2003,
‘the Environmental Manage-
‘ment Bureau made several
purchases of air: quahty |
monitors. o b
He said the purchases were IR
grossly disadvantageous to
the government due fo the
“incompatibility of the moni- -
‘toring systemn with the umque
needs.of the country.” . . .
Most: of the rnomtors :
were not ‘properly wbrkmg,
he-ddded.’
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_Govt defersr néw

3 ‘-a-;efﬂuent standards..
“THE. Env:ronment Department deferred the

-implemeitation of new ‘effluent: standards

ifor all industries, mcludmg uPstream petro-
leum cxploratmn R - A .
i. Energy iUndenuacretary -Felix' Wllllam
Fuentcbella said the Environment Depart-
‘ment acted on the requést of the Encrgy '
;Department to hold in-abeyéince: Depart- -
.ment Administrative Order No.;2016-08, or.
.the Water Guidelines and, Geueral Efﬂuent
Standards :
, “The DENR under the prewous admm—
xlstratlon came out with new, gtudelmes

that were ‘more strmgent than "interna- -

tlonal standards, In response, the DOE
wrotc to the DENR requesting:to, hold in
abeyance the implementation f the said

‘guidelines'and the DENR agreed,” Fuen- !

tebella said. 1

e ; He said the department proposed amem-
orandum of agreement: with the -Environ-

ment ‘Department and thé terms, of refer-
'ence that would be used i in the samplmg of

“The matter is now' w1th‘ the~ DENR
fhc ‘said. -
“The new standards earher ralsed opp031-

tion from:the oil and gas industry in the-ab- -
:sence.of technology that-would a110w them

Mae S. Flores

o ‘cotnply; with the requuements Alena
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Loren appeals for :
zero*Waste economy;

SENATORLorenI.egardayesterdayrenewedhercaII
for everybné:ity strictly obserye and -impléfent
: Repubhchct 9003 or the Ecolog:cal olid- Waste

(ESWM) Law and-aim for zero

ringip. al author of; RA 9003 |
. dwaste management"s’llould'be'awa of

- life. She! sa:d-= Janiuaty is a Zero Waste’Month and it’s
_ ‘about umef é‘lltoobserve and 1mp] ity tfthngS_WM

v

: o R,
2 goodlawbuteffechvelmplementa-
" tion restsin the effort of everyone: Local government
urits, mclud.mgthebarangays,shouldleadsmct le- \
. mentation by-setting up materials recov
implementing noseéregauon/nomﬂecupn e,closureg

: and rehabilitation en/controlled disposalfacility,
. use of sani or altematwe ¢ ology, and/
“submissiori o IO-year sohd waste. ma.nagement plan,”

sheexplamedﬁar st i
3 how segregatlor; at source ca.n be !
: s ' E 'I'unayo '

i - U
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ALAM na- ng maranu a.ng walang
| tigil na’ agkuqﬂmn:.Rodnguez

* (dahngMontalbm), ‘Rizal, Maram-
. ingtaonnaangnakaraannoon. nang

. kaming . magkakasama #a aming
. pangkalikasangorganisasyon ay
muntik’ pa ngang mabagsakan-ng

- gumiigulong na' malalaking: fip. 3k

. na bato sa lugar malapit sa bma-
: basag na bundok malapitsa Wawa
. Dam. Quarrying dng tawag sa mat-

. «ng Bmangonan,

S

:agal nang pagbabasag, pagsisira ng
bundok ng Inang Kalikasan, -.-
Nangnakaraangtaonlangaynaan
ayahan akong magsalita sa m
barangay sa may. Rodnguez,
tungkolsamaka g pamama-
hala ng mga tira-{irang. bagay-na
" nabubulok athindi nabu! ulo , mula
-sa kabahayan, halamanan atbulurm
Na]un kot ako nang makita ko ‘ang
ilerang sampung malalaking
-trak na naghihinfay ng mga ikakar-

. *gangmala]akmgbatomulasaquarry

- ing sa bayang ito. Sa lugar na ito
munhkka:mngmadagananngmalak
ing tipak ng batoncon..
Umabotngtatlongorasanglecture
- ko. Pag-uwi ay dumaan muli ako sa
aﬂr quarryingsite. Marami pa ring
ang nakapila. Nag-aabang ng
binasag na mga bato ng bundok.

~+: Naisip kong hindi naman parang.

_halaman na tumutubo muli ang bun-

“ dok na’ binabasag: -Ngunitkapansin- -
gansm na Kalos walana’ angbundok.

umapatag sa pagdaan ng maram-

f T -ing taon ng quarrying. .
"~ Nitong nakaraanig’ Imggo Iang ay

- 'may nakausap akong isang tesidente
Rlzjatsmammyan

_ Eatuloyang quarryifigsabuong:

. ha angyaya

gma raw bmabaha ang mga ba.yan '

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIAT
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sa lalawxgang ito. Ayaw niyang ipa- -
t-ang pangalan niya. para sa .-
prote yonng kanyang pamilya. .

:Sabiko'sa
ang kuwentong ito.

‘Hang ulit ko nang smabx sa- mga
magsasaka ng Rizal kahit sa Bulagan

at alam din naman ng marami-sa
kanila na ang kabundukan’ ay nag- .
sisilbinigkalasagsa dumadaangmala- .
-lakas na hampas ng hangin ng bagyo.
upang ikanlong ang mga tac sa ma- '

raming bayan at lalawigan. -

:5abi nga noon ni Tata Guying ng -
Bulacan. Ndpakagandangamingbuki-..-
rinngunitmalakiang pangambanamir,
sa amin ang hangyari:

na sa ilang ayan na pagbaha,dalul sa.
walang habds na quarrying.
Totoongnapakagandan buku'mg
sinasaka rii*Ka Guying kaiangga o
katabjang ilan pang lupang $akahar

sa isang bayan sa Bulacan. Makulim-..

lim dng langit noon, malakas sa am-
bon-ang patak ng ulan at napilitan -

i kam.mg magpayong habang naglili

pat ng'mga punla patungo sa;
man. Ang sarap ng paeramdam
noon.

ya ay hindinabago

Smwanghangmatmabangon_ :

amoyng bukld naiu
iimang keraikal:"?
noonng orgam.kc pagsasaka,

. . Hindi lang .at Bulacan ang

-:-.nakararanasngwaianghabasnaquar—

. g Anglalaw1 ant Rizalaykat-
- angnag el xoangbégyongofl-
. doyaynamatay \g 1nuturing nam;

" ing pangatlong ina (isang hyahm)
- Nakita ko sa kals'ada ng Cainta ’An-." .
" tipolo, Taytay, Angono- at iba pang’.
: ba an ang halos lmapulang lupa na’

figsa bundok{Bundoknakinalbo

atbmasag angkabundukan;Sabahay-
* ng aming pangatlong. ina, Tiakakalat

ang lupang ito sa kanyang-salas ,

-kusina, at kuwatto na; lumubog sa

baha. 3
. Marami nang :Ielubyo umun-
.-od kay Ondoy at ang pmaiahuh ay .

"ang bagyong Ninf ria maramimna na-,

“mang Kinitii na buhay at smn‘ang ari-

arian ng mahihirap na P.lIIPl.nO
Patuloy ang’ pag—uut*‘ ng’ mundo
(global warmmg) ‘at‘pabago-bagong
- Lumalala a.ng masamang epe-

‘ ktongdulotng agsn'aatpaglapastan-
alikasan,

gan sa Inang |

Dapat nang* 1pahg11 n Depart-
_-ment of. Environment -and Natural
Resources(DENR)angquarrymglalo

."na sa lalawigan ng Rizal at Bulacan; . °
‘Angalam ko, ayay: ‘ng kasalukuyang

+»PENR. actmg etary'na magdusa

- ang mga' tao. O ang ‘madalas niyang

¥am1tmg salita ay, “suffering.” Patu-
0y pa rm po an suffermg ng mga
Pl.hpmo ‘Baka gusto fi'yong kumilos
naagad upang matxgll fiaang pagdu-

rusang rnahlhlrap ;na Pl.hpmo samga -

1

ar na ito.

N T

R pois—p— e pr——————

LOWER HALJ

*(bangonkahkasan@ya"hoo com)

r
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THE Smss A,gency for Develop-
' ment and-Cooperatiorn is extend-
- ing by thrésmore yedrs 1ts<“soc1al
- forestry” quick response grant
fund in'the Association of: South-
- east Asiah nations to' prowde sup-
port in’ resolvmg issu€s: arising
from clu-rfate* change,lh{mger, and
poverty concerns e TR g
- Ina statement released over
the weekiénd, the SoutheastAsian
'Regional Center foir: Gradiiate
' Study and' Résearch in' Agrl—
" culture '(SEARCA), the prOJect
implementer, said that the ‘pro-
gram, ¢alléd the ASEAN-Swiss
Partnershlp on Social Forestiy
-and‘Climate  Change (ASFCC),

 will be iriits third phase after thrs'

‘extension. - - aL

Social” forestry reférs: 10 the,
promotion: of environmental,
social; and ‘fural developmentf
through' effective management'
and protection of forésts; arid; re—'

forestatxon ofbarren lands. -

- ‘The ASFCC aims, arong oth-f
ers, to analyze how social forestry‘

.can benefit communities through
participation‘in a United Natioiis
program called Reducing Enis:

' sions-from Deéforestation’and .
ForestDegradauon (REDD4~) RO

. 'REDD+:is5°a f1nanc1al‘reward

- scheme for developing coufitriés :

. itha educe carbon dioxide: emls-“‘
‘. g_@g ﬁtiﬁlﬁt‘orest m@rgagég@gt;

systems ProJects under-this‘pro-:

mdelypractlced

. burmagrlculture accordmg t nl

e 4 i s

gram are’initiated in foreésted ai-
eas.of Southieast Asia where shift- E
ing cultwatlon, which: has been -
- associated with forest losses 's,|

_self, the’inclusién:of wood:based

.. integration! stector and'the special’ | !
focus on‘food‘ agnculture and for- |

‘;TRAIEGI( COMM[ Nl("‘ATlON AND. INI] FIATI‘VI* y SER VI

out of poverty through Better for-:
est managementrsystems That, |
aside from reducmgirlsks for for---
est people m,ihght of’ calamxtles' ‘
due to climate chanige; - .
“At theASEAN organlzatlon it-.

products amongithe 12 priority:

estry as a seé”cor indicate appreci-
ation for: forestry and agnculture 5
as essential com{)o‘nents in the .
process ofeconornlcmtegratlon —
SEARCA said in. 4 statement, |
quoting the'2015 report fanded by
the Swiss! govemment;v“lmpact of "
ASEAN AEC: on ‘Soeial Forestry
and Forest Prodiiéts Trade” - .
The budget limit:for thei AS- S
FCCis $15,000 forsingle-cotintry |
projectsr,a'nd'fsso;door:fbr miulti- |
country projeets. Ea¢hiproject = - !
should be! ‘completéd in: six ' -
months. The grant facility also ~
offers schoIarshlpftrammg= up to -
$2,000, .7 .
' Beneflcrary states ate: the Phll-
ippines, | Cambodla, Inidonesia,
Lao Peoplé’s:Democratic’ Repub-
lic, Malaysia; Myanmar, ’I‘ha.lland .
and Vietriam:: 0w ‘
In the same statement i
SEA.RCADlrectorGll’C. Sagmgmt i
Jr. said a streamlined process will - K
be 1mplemented to. fast—track the -
release, of}hg; Starc P
efu:lames ‘

making, exploratory remews of .
emerging, prob]ems,‘ analyt,lcal
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«The case of 2. 4 mzlllonhecta
of mzssmg farmlands

n 2015, the Philippine Statis- makmg In the process, many

tics Authority (PSA) released pronouncements by heads of .

the highlightsof the much- the  execufive, and Ieg1slat1ve —
awaited 2012 Census of Agri- branches are also inaccurate, . . .l

that 'was made cians claim that the Philippines ~ .

pohcy makers andmvestors ducer WEAIOSt that rank more '
- Sadly, hot too, many people;' .than 20 years ago to Indonesia.
in government are appreciative Another’ éxample is that the

worth of bananas in zo1s. In re-

lt“(‘ U e

'ports ofbuyer countnes. o
My thesis is that the Pthp-
- pines. is under-inVes i
' statistics collecnom
‘ andresources

res
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Now the census. In o1z, it

. ‘'was determined that there were

. 7.2 million hectares'(ha) of farm-

lands in the country. Ten years

.-earlier, there.were 9.6 million

" ha, and in 1901, there were al-
most 1o millionha. ..

. Where did.the 2.4 million ha
go? Definitely it was not land con-
version. -Since 1986, there ‘were

- .about 220,000. ha of farmlands
© converted: At the same time, the
DENR has diassified 142 million ha
as certiffed alienable and dispos-
- able lands, almost twic the size of
the latest agricultyre census
{ . The oyerdll ‘area declifi’ of -
- farmland between 2002 and 2612
Was 25 percent. The huge discrep-
ancies are carried across the re-
+. gions: the lowes gy

: st in Cagayan:Val-
. Jey and Caragaiat -12 percént each,
and the highest in Central Visayas
-44 percent, Eastern Visayas -37

. percent,  ARMM “35 percent,
- and Western Visayas -31 percent.

‘| Regions such as Central Luzon
and Calabarzon, which are likely

+' 10 post potential large declines

-* due to land conversion, slid by -22

" .percent and -15 percent, respec-
- tively, below the national average.

. NCRareas grew drafatically!
" 'No'réasens
 the area declin
sus. INQ -
s

Co"_'; ¢ 
Oif%m'
Western Mindanao -33 percent, Ru ber]

207,619

44: '

STR.A'l‘E(”(f.hg'(.)MT\f"l[lNl(_‘..‘A']'lON AND (NlTlAT]‘VES S
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/World’s coral reefs dying of b

Nearly all of the world's coral

reefs, mcludmg those in the Philip-

‘pines’, risk dying of annual severe

bleaching (ASB) due to climate
change if the world fails to reduce
‘pollution, a United Nations-sup-
ported study has revealed.

The finding about severe

bleaching, the gravest threat to

. one of the Earth’s most important
ecosystems, is part of a study

funded by the UN Environment
Program (UNEP) and partners, |
which reviewed new climaté

change projéctions to predict
which corals will be affected first

and at what rate. The report is .
the study noted;" annual occuz- -,
___rences of bleaching would have -

published in the journal Nature‘
Scientific Reports. '
Calling the' pre-
dictions “a treasure !
trove” for environ- |
“mentalists, the head |
of the UN agency, .:
Erik Solheim, said
the projects allow
conservationists and !
governments to pri- |
onhzereefpmtechon
“The projections ;
show us where we -
still have time to act ;
before it's too late,”
Solheim said. 3
Researchers |
found that the reefs
in Taiwan and the
Turks and Caicos -
archipelago would
be among the first -
to experience. an~
nual bleaching; fol-
lowed by reefs off
the coast of Bah-
rain, in Chile and in
French Polynesia. _
‘ “A similar gradi-
.- ent (noted in Papua‘

e

| ".. By PIA LEE-BRAGO -

New Gumea) is seen ini the- Ph:hp-
pines with eastern sides of the east-
erni islands projected to experience

" ASB more than 20 yeats earlier than

central islands,” thie study uncov-

. ered. “The Philippines and ‘eastern .

PNG results are likely explained by

. the eastern sides of these areas hav-

ing greater exposute 1o the westérn |

Pacific warm pool, which has higher '

warming rates thari SE Asia,”

i

" . UN Néws Center reported

On average, the reefs starfed an- |

to the study.

nual bleaching in’ 2014, accordmg
. al ble

. 'The coral reefsneed at least five
years to recover, but without this,

a de_a iy effect on the corals ,n_d‘l"

corals|support,

enﬁssmnreduchonpledges adein |
callson |

the Patis. Agreement, whi

’fH:Jwevel;lfgovemme' bs adton |

t these

]
f
i
i

couritries to combat climatg change |

and limit global tempera
to below jwo degrees Celsius,| the
corals would have another 1 ypars
to adak)t to the warming seas,”| the -

Betiween 2014 and 20|16,
Worldlwﬂ:nessed thelongest g
ching event recorded,

ob-

e [rise -

the
the |

reportsaid. Among the capualties -

was thig¢ Great Barrier Re
90 peicent of it bleached
percerrt of the reef’s coral

20
d. .

and
killd

f, with
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govemment orgamzanons to ensure
" the growth and propagation of coral

reefs that are already degeneraung :

. ali overthe country.

- SBMA . Chalrman Martm-
'B. Difio- sxgned a partnership -
-agreement with the Philippine.
Courcil for: Aquatlc and Natu-

ral Resources Résearch. and

. Development, the Department’

of Environment and Natural
Resources, Brighterday Subic

LTD Inc., the locator—mvestor _

of the All Hands Beach Resort

m51de the Freeport, and Sangka— .

hkasan Producer Cooperatwe,
a non-government ofganization™
engaged in, reef restoration and

monitoring act1v1t1es based ‘in

~ Cabanatuan Clty, Nueva Ecija.
;. “For a§' long as the SBMA,

* the commumty 'leaders, and
the busingss owners around the

icy- - sustainable” Dific
- - ing the signing of the: agreement
Jheld at the All Hands Beach Re-’
..8ort on Dec. 23, 2016

‘Dr.; Melvin Carlos, Technol-"

| reefy

lare responsiye andA respon-
31b1e -enough in pl:ese,rvmg .our
I, reef beds,’ the condition
future of ou',r

ogy: Transfer Division Director of
PCAARRD, said the degeneration
rate of coral reefs across the country
has already reached 80 percent,
r.j"l;‘hls means -.that .
breached its ecologlcal coxidltlon

that is dangerous to pIants anj-
_mals, and-other organisms hvmg
.in.our waters,” Carlos said..

The agreement,’ aiins to en-
, _]0111 the partner organizations

to transplant some .5, 000. coral

fragments to restore damaged ;

reef areas and set-up and deploy
about 10 coral nursery itnits,

‘tectlon pact

it. has .

'maintaining,

momtormg
Ttaiso tasks the partner orgai-
‘1zat10ns to identify, document '
-and establish a stream of dive
's:tes develop a pool of human
-reséurce for coral restoration

—

and promote smeuce based corz
reef management

' The . p'a.rtner,shxp agreemer
was forge:i to strengthen curren
coral reef} restoranon efforts b
the BLSI| and Sankahkasan F:
the All Hatqu Beach Resort,

Each to its own commitment,

o

. the DENR .serves as the leag

1mplemen mg agency that wi
provide  the necessary techm:E
_cal assist ‘;pe m momtormg an
evaluatm the project activities)
Sangka.“kasan serves as the
project..i pIementer in deliven
11:|g pro_|e t outputs, results re
views, in ormatlon dissemina
tion, and tfehnology transfer,
* SBMA {and PCAARRD arg
supportmg Jbodies in monitoring
‘ ~and protecting the
identified nd .established sites)
also in baseline. assessment and
of coral transplants.
*BLSI is the adaptor in main-
taining anil _protécting the iden-

tified and estabhshed sites, for|
-thé growthw and propagatlon of]
the coral transplants
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Climate focus shifts as Trum

LONDON. — With the world facing the hottest global temperatutes since
the advent of recotd-keeping, 2016 was a year of accelerating internatonal
action to address climate change - though one ultimately capped by the US
election of Donald Trump, who has called climate charige “a hoax”,
What’s ahead on the climate change rollercoaster in 20177 'The Thom-
son Reuters Foundation asked a range of experts to share what they’re:
watching - and what they think will make the headlines this year. Here

are their top predictions:
E Y S wif eyl

_ TRUMP, CHINA AND CHANGING
CLIMATE LEADERSHIP

- The US Republican president-elect, who takes office on Jan. 20, has
indicated he plans to fill his cabinet with 2 hefty dose of friends of the
country’s oil, gas and coal industries.

They include the outgoing head of ExxonMobil as head of the State
Department, a former Texas governor and climate skeptic as head of
energy, and a new environment protection chief who doubts climate
change is human-caused and who has battled President Barack Obama’s
effort to curb coal power plant emissions.

A growing number of US cities and companies say they plan to push
ahead with ambitious plans to address global warming regardless of
what happens in Washington.

And most countries that brought the global Patis Agreement to tackle
climate change into force three yeats early in November similarly say
they’re committed to pushing ahead.

But if the US government exits the
President Trump, that may open the way for new leadership - including
by China, which has partnered with the United States in recent years to

- push international actionon climate change.

“2017 could be the defining year when the United States cedes global

leadership on tackling climate change to China, and more broadly the
.developed world cedes leadership to the developing world,” predicted
Saleemul Hug, director of the International Centre for Climate Change
and Development (ICCCAD) in Bangladesh. :

China is already the world leader in producing renewable energy, and Chi-
na’s Xi Jingping has said he’ll attend the World Economic Forum in Davos
for the first time in 2017, and has taised climate change as an important is-
sue in 2 meeting with new U.N, Secretaty General Antonio Guterres,

“China’s prominence on the global stage is likely to raise intetest in
many capitals and the potential for shifts in the balance of power,” not-
ed Liz Gallagher, a senior associate and director of the Climate Briefing
Service at E3G, which focuses on climate diplomacy and energy policy.

Could Europe also step into a climate leadership vacuum? With Brex-
it beginning to take shape, French elections looming and Germany’s
Angela Merkel also standing in federal elections, it remains unclear -
though with the region hosting both the G7 summit and the (G20, the

global climate action stage under

P moves in

i

'

potential is there, experts say.
" MIGRATION AND DISPLACEME

. [ b .

Boatloads of migrants, particulatly from conflict-tor
ued to hit the shores of southert Europe in 2016, drivi
and political realignments in the tegion over how mny
they should receive, |

But potendgally dwarfing those numbers in years to ¢
grants flécing rising temperaturks, more extreme wead
sea level rise, warned Harjeet Singh, the global lead o
for charity ActionAid. :

At the moment, those flecing ¢
seck asylum as refugees, 2 reality

But 2 new task force on displace:
talks, is expected to begin its work d
and address displacement related to

Orie of those may be finding b
disasters before they occur.

Humanitarian organizations from the World Food
International Federation of Red|Cross and Red Cresc
experimenting with getting morey, food and other rci
where dangerous floods, for example, are forecast, givi
the resources to prepare before disaster strikes,

n

limate change pressures
that is unlikely to chang
ment, being set up undef

Fe

the adverse impacts of
ctter ways to predict a

THE RISE OF GEQ-ENGINEERINIG

Scientists around the world start work this year on 1
due out in 2018, on potential wa'ys to hold average glo
increases to 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial lev
goal of the Paris Agreement to addess climate change.

With that threshold likely to be |
say, there is growing talk of “geo

temperatures.

carbon, or turning more land to growing plants for fue
them and pumping the emissions into underground stor

Such actions may be “almost unavoidable if we ‘want t
degrees” but could also have unexp:ected and potentially h
such as shifting crucial monsoon rains that billions rely o
Maarten van Aalst, ditector of the Red Cross Red Crescent

Countries and people that might be hardest hit by g
impacts have so far had little say in decisions about their

But a meeting this year on climate risk management,
special report, should begin looking at the complex issue
need to be consulted if planet-wide geo-engineering is
ployed, van Aalst said. — Reuters
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By the Inquirchtaff R
@Team Inqulrer ) I_ I

The country*s first cyclone thm S
year. smackéd-Siargac island in L N
Surigac ‘dei. Norte. province v " Niptex i el "
shortly béfore 530 p.m. on su.  While the:w nd:is n;o,t; des_.j: ifuctlve, wha1.
- day, sending. thousands of peo- ' the ra|n
ple fleeing  to' hlgher ground
. amid ‘warnings, of flash ﬂoods
-and landslides."
Tmplcal Depressnon “Aur

r‘T o

- pine Atmiospheric, Geophysical A i o

. and Astronomical Services. Ad= ulfomts way to Palawan_ .. ing because of mlmng opera
* minjstration. (Pagasa) to cross .- . *“Whlle the wmd is not. de- tions. Thc 'rams may trigge

the Caraga and Northern Min- structlve ‘what we: ’Nhave to landslldes due to the many [5:¢

- danao regwn_s Leyt ’ sland and- watch ‘out xs the rain Pa- cavanons rhe smd

 the Central o !ﬁ
Monday. " T Stmim,__ _gnalNo. .
. Auring’ may;“‘ : ! .; Pa 1°; " Bythe mme oflandfall, 16 ar-|
" on Tuesdayfland“,c‘-;bn!‘:inue west- . ‘Ceritral Vi ind:, 1 £ eas had 'een" placed under-
. ward to ‘the West:p Mindanao were alread expen— - Storm Si‘ Aal No, 1,|1ncludmg
- whereitis expected it from cmgheavy rains; _Agusan del: Norte. aSungao del
. the countryaround;l‘hursday R ' il could‘ HSur Sunga rtdel Norte Dmagat,

. Atthe time of its: Iandfall*' -causérflash flood along‘
Aurmg pagked maximam sus- Agusan Davao; .
- tained winds of 5g kﬂometers L1buganon and Mmd
. per hour .and giists up.to 70 kph' ’.;", 1ns.
& whilé moving: norfhwestwards

'fhe" Mlsarms

w atgkph ‘\ R Alertfor!andslides ;

s ; T Lo There are areag - int the Forecas ay

2 J-leavy ram ' "' Visayas 'and Mindanao' aré. s Pefez said . etr Mamla would

- Pagasa expects Auring to re-[: prone to landslides, 'especxally .not:he d:recfly affected by the N

"main.a tropxcal depressmn OVer  in-Caraga, due to nnr_ung -Ac-  cyclone but ay €Xpect passing
-land and mtenslfy~to a‘tropical” cordmg to the MGB'{Mihes' Anid light rains n Monday due to
- storm ' onge it- exits the Min- ~Gedsciences Bureau),alandshdes the prevallmg northeast mof-
danao landmass into the, Moro- occur there even if 1t’s not x;aln- soom. . lJ . e

B 1 . i N [ 'i‘..’j X
,.1".-:"1, oo . . R S, S
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- j Quezon Ci

'L souRce: PagasaposT il

. 2017 o
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' igao City,

AR _netteVill ces.

| Iroutes 50

"1 " pine Coast:-Guard has also ad-
" vised ﬁshermen and small boats

1

stranded]ht Llpata Port in Sur
indanac’s main gate
‘ way to the l;Vmsayas Cargo truck|
" and bus s bound for Luzo

were heldt up there said Sunga$
City " infol udrlon ofﬁcer Ant

1

o

.. At smaller ports in the c1ty
" hundreds imore were barred
from leav ng to other island
h as Siargao and the

Dmagat povmce "The Philip-

not to ven re out.

Mmor landslide

kY

The Natwnal staster RlS

: Council, (NDRRMC
Lr:enter at;;Camp’” Aguufaldo in"

R

fed
VDR spoké" person
Romma M a51gan| sald over.
A1ooo families - were evacuated;.

‘in’ the: Caraga Drovinces with

, Aurmg ] approach ‘
" She said: 1dcal’ govermnent

units had been ordered to-im-

~pIement their “Operation ‘Lis- -

- t6,” .ok dxsaster—preparedness

protocol, ,whxle the local socml

Reductmn and- Management‘ betn
‘peratwn

- ,ked to preposx on rehe
goodsfand medical $upplie
k] In Davao del No )
Gov Anthony del ‘Re ‘n
dei-ed a24-hour momtorm
re§ ponse efforts, :
R

b “Moderate to he vy
ﬂooded several communme“
in: Compostela Valley, forcmg
authont:es there t4; declare a-
suspens:on of classes n at
least nine towns, said Raul vil-
locmo, ‘provincial dlsaster ac—

:--tion officer. e :

At least 773 passengetrs were

—ha L B L L

- ‘ﬂooded due to contmuous rains

'VADORADOR,

- 'Torrentj il rains have caused |-
-‘ﬂoodmg a d a-minor landslide

in Sungao t;ity Monday s cIass-

'Jme areasy, have already been

smce last W ek.

ters " had: al adya reached their
,omes sine Sanda ,.but only,
three fam'ilie lsought temporary.
" shelter in the ges gnated evacua-
tion center. Lwrin meporTs From
nomzmzzmuemmmnomem— ‘
NG IN MANII.A, FRINSTON LM, DANILO
JIGGIR EA JRRUSALEM
AND ?-ms v PA!NGA.NIIAN, INQ

[




