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The Department of Enwronment
and ‘Natural Resources (DENR) has
'~ ordered the suspensnon of 2 activities
. insidé a coal-fired power plant inLimay,
Bataan ‘due to the repo it erdou_s ,
*ash spill. ; '
%.D,ENR through thie: Enwronmental
Management Bureau (EMB)in Central -
Luzon has ordered SMC. Consohdated
Power Corp (SMCCRC) to stop any ac-
t1v1tyms1de its coal-fired power plant in’
:-the witke of ash spill that has reportedly .
caused several residents to fall ill.:- - .
<IE %Lso directed the nearby=Pelron'
Bataan Refinery (PBR). to “stop from
ldumpmg newly generated bottom ash™
_in the area while the ash:spill mcldent
s being mveshgated ‘ !
.Thetwo dlrectwes, both dated Jan.
6, 2017 ‘were issued; by EM:B-Regmnal
' Dlrector Lormelyn Claudio.y "‘z o
. Ina Notice of a[leged'vxo'i" on is-’
. Sued to SMCCPC the EMBm;anted
v the power firm to gexplam ,Why the.
env:ronmental comphance’f’certlﬁcate;
oF ECC for its leajpfacmty hould
not be: revoked or cancelled dute; to the:
_ash splll F
2 "“Notice is hereby served if'éonnec-
" tion with the dumpmg of bottom ashat.
(SMCCPC's) facility i in; leay, Bataan
* This allegedly caused unmltlgated
-spread of ash which affecteﬂd the health -
condmons of the residéhts/in the host ‘
commumty” the notlce read '
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Bataan coal pIant stopped

“from: dumping bottom

. lIH,AY Bataan: The Enwronmental

Management Bureau (EMB) on

Fl;lday night said it has ordered

+ the coal power plant here to stop

' dumpmg the bottom ash. unless

neutralized of its alleged hazard-

Ol.l$ propemes

‘(EMB Reglon 3 dlrector Lor- :
melyn Claudio told villagers at -

 the PEX site in Barangay Lamao
this town during a dialogue af-

ter. meeting with Limay Mayor ‘

Luwr Roque.
o She said the bottom.ash should
\ be mlxed with soil to make i it less

. 1ts corrosive before it is buried on -
‘dump approved by the Depart- -

. mentof Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR). -

. CODStl’llCthl'l

-dumping of the bottom ash was

. ordered stopped-and not the op- .
: emuon of the- 140 -megawatt plant .
© written many complamts 1o EMB

coal plant that has been operating
fo}; more thar thiee years.

' She added that she has or-

dered the coal plant manage-

ashes and set up a buffer zone

by, planting trees between the |
- violations. They said the ash does -
- not come from them,” ske dded :

- plant and the community.
"However, affected residents are
‘ not c0nv1nced of the EMB assur-

‘'palpable solutlon

ance and called for a ljg term

';Stoppage ‘of dunjpi .

Pura, one of the resndent asked
Claudio, adding that sanctlons»
must be imposed for a'lleged
company violations.

Claudio. said the EMB yill in-
stall CCTV cameras to mon Ior the ;
activities of the plant. |/

On Thursday, about 200 fami-
lies at the ‘atea 'near the Bataan
Refinery here have compla ned of
the volume-of coal ash dnnped.
from a 140-megawatt coa|[ plant !
owned by an oil company caused :

- difficulty in breathing anlcl skm
The EMB officials said the new
dumpsue will be within the huge
.' 1ndusmal area and the present
sn;ps - pier area and near the .
600 -megawatt plant undergoing
. products of coal ih power! lants.
Claudio stressed that only the

rashes to a number of the .
They said the ashfall has e1ffected
the soil, plants, houses and, their.
livelihood since Decembe 26 ‘
Bottom ash is two of the by-
The other is fly ash used in the
producuon of cement, ,
_Derek Cabe of the Coal Free
Bataan Movement said" thﬁy have

but the agency acted only recently
upon instructions of Envirénment

. Secretary Regina Lopez,
ment to sprmkle water on the -
. positive action. “The management

‘Cabe said they still do 'nt see -

of the plant does not admit their -

ERNIEB ES ONDE :
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Petron denles role in

By Tonette Orejas - dispersed in theialr ! fram the pond
.and Greg Refraccion .. SAe T But Lormelyn Clau jo, Cen- (Department .
@Team Inquirer =~ ttal Luzon director of the Envi- -anjl Natural, Re-
. rronment Management Bureau nhapardous, w111
LIMAY BATAAN—Petron Corp (EMB), issued.a netice of viola- m%terial for our
'said it played no part: intheash tionlast month agamst the re- uring plant.
fall from its oil ref‘mery here ﬁnery for “bottom ash lused as und accordlng to/its A nsh spill. and-
, that’ has affected communities filling material” that allegedly 1m%‘act‘.' d - along the,
~and polluted the ¢oastline. for dralned into waterways ' l I'ELT: river, which
whlch itwas slapped w1thaBec s On Ian GvEMB issued two he:. ‘ouces of vrolatlo {115- is almostakil metler away from:
28 notice of violation. “r T more nonces-—one stopping sued on Jan. & “cited * recem - our facility, is far frpm the tru
The ash pond of a 150- Petron from,, dubmpmg newly ports“ and-.mformatlon [about] - Petron said in a stafement. .
megawatt (MW) coal—ﬁréd pow— ‘-generated bottot, dsh; from its ;. by - “Our ash pond is located
_er plant . operating inside -the’ -coal:fired power® plant to 'the therdumpmg of hottom' ash at -within our facility|and near our
' Petron Bataan Refinery {PBR)is ash pond of -a 600-MW coal-. [SMCCPC's] facility: " i“‘-,—‘{ . offices. It has|the [necessary re-|
secure and about a kilometer fired power plantbemg builtby Claudio - ordered Petrm: ‘to glonal and local pefmits from.the-
“from the closest waterway, “He- _the San Mlguel Co ,ohdated ; equate containment , DENR, is surrounded -by dikes,
cording to a Petron, stater nt " Power Corp. (SMCCPC) and the ash'to avoid.digper-- a.nd regularly watefred to prevent
released on Friday. e %, other: ordermwg SMCCEC not to 519 : Shd draining of the dame dispersion..Nevertheless, we as-
~ Ash ponds sink plant ,aste *" take the resuiue j .'"""o“nearb&waterbodxes » ii .~ sure [regulators] [that we will
like bottom. ash {residuié:  ‘that " San Mlgu%%léCorp has con- " She sald the ash pond‘ continue to assist| the residents
" form at the bottom ofgfcoal fur- - llmg shargsyin . Eetron The -5oo meters from the Al ] " and work with the[DENR andthe
nace) in water to prevent these refinery's power plantiis at the Rwer R I35 municipality to d¢ what is right
left side ofacomplex spanmng But Petron sa1d EMB Was _andnecess_ary," it dded ‘

~ from spreading or from being

I

' Claudlo v1srted Barangayn
Lamao in this mdustnal town
' on’Eriday night' to determme if
| plant operatrons had affected
the health of farnilies lwmg near_, .
abuffer zone of the refinery. -
- The EMB conducted dn in.
v _ _ . ventory of Lamao’ households,
. taking note of children afflicted.
: ¢, with respiratory and skin ail-

' ments. Claudio said 'the hst. .
would be transmitted to gov-'
ernment health: ‘officials.

Anita Boliteres, 62, who lives
there with 10 children, said she'
wanted the coaL-fired power :
plant removed *“because we .

" .don't think the local govern-
ment is senous enough about .
. relocatmg us.” .
.. 7 She said her 57-year -old
* husband, a former Petron. em- .
! . ployee died four months’ ago
! ‘ . fromlung cancer.. INQ
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By IONATHAN L MAYUGA

HE government is not keen

I on approving any: applica-

. A tion for Minahang Bayan,

" the centralized: program 'for ‘pro-

' cessing of 'minerals within-a spe-

cific area—where the government

! can better monitor gold produc-

tion—this yeat, as theDepartment

* of Environment and Natural Re-

 sources-(DENR) steps-up the cam-

" paign against 1rresponsxble mmmg
" operations.

An environmental advocate,

' Secretary Reginia Paz L. Lopez said

" in 3 text message that if she would

: have it her way, shie would rather
see small-scale miners having al-

"' ternative sources of ‘income and

. livelihood to protect and. conserve
the environment,: and promote
. sustainable development based on
:ecologlcally sound economic ac-

Neglected '
. “WE are hoping that Secretary Lo-..

. pez will approve our request for.a F
dialogue to talk about the futureof *
artisanal and small-scale mining .
- because we want to be part of the .
DENR's programs,” he said, adding
that tree-planting activities are, in
‘fact, part of theix group’s advocacy =

. to help promote 4 healthy ecology.

~The PNCASM said artisanal
¥ :.'_'t]OIl, he said.
been neglected by the government.
“We want the sector to be le- .
galized, so that we can also pay .
taxes and help contribute'to the

_and small-scale ) mining has often

economy,” he said.

While -the DENR: estimates -

-small-scale miners.’

: tw11:1es—such as agn—forestry and
‘ .fecotounsm ; :
" 8mall-scale mmers, partlcu- :

larly in Mindanao; ‘are appealing
to Lopez to help boost the sector

- “and to legalize small-scale mining, -
‘starting with the establishment of
" Minahang Bayan, where they can
" extractand process gold.

Bert Buniales, presiderit of the

E Phlllpplne National -Coalition for.

Artisanal and Small-$cale Mining

‘ ,-(PNCASM) said Lopezs ‘proposal -
. fo tap ‘small-scale miners as the

DENR's National Greening Pro-

* -grami partners would be a'big boost

to the livelihood of artlsanal and
However, the
group i$ not keen on veermg away

" from smmall-scale mining.

Bumales founder of the Mm—
danao Federatmn of ‘Small-scale
Mmers, said, in fact, artllsanal and

- small-stale miners want to seek. an s

least a m11110n

.

"Earnmg enough

. “‘ARTISANAL and small—scale mm— :

‘ Artisanal and ;
mining communities, partlcularly
indigenous peoples, women and’

children, frequently lack valuable i

support from the governmqnt ‘said

the group Ban Toxics, which helps !

aud1ence w1th the DENR chief to:
: persotallyappeal for her help. '

’ that has béen'gripped by presging
| issues) mcludmg poverty and [hu-.

tablished only last ypar,.
the P CASM ‘had asked President.
Duterte e and Lopez in July 2016 to

. hear out the concerns of the grti-.

sanal 3 d sphall-scale mining secfor. -
e group . assists the segtor

man rights, and wants the Dutgrte |
administration to address| its|de-~
mand|" to l‘egalize. artisanal pnd-
small-scale mining, promote |oc-
cupatlonal health and mininize
envirdnmental impact. '
- Bhiniales maintained that |the
15:ar 1sana1 and small-scale min- "
ing cnre group leaders from|six’

major provmces in the Philippynes . =

belonging to PNCASM are ready
and willing t6 cooperate with [the
Dtl;tert'e administration in redliz-
ing ¢ coglmon goals N
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Minahang Bayan... .

kilograms of gold compared to
the 17,137 kg total gold output of
large-scale mining during the same
period, dccording to a report en-
titled “Health-and Environmental
Impact of Mercury in Small-scale
Gold Mining in the Philippines,”
presented. during the United Na-
tions Environmental Programme

: and DENR Forum on Artisanal and
‘Small-Scale Gold Mining in De-
cember 2010, -

Risks .

1IN the processing of gold by small-
- scale miners, gold extraction by
amalgamation, which makes use of

mercury during gold smelting, was -

highlighted. During gold smelting,
. an estimated 26 tons of mercury
are dumped annually into bodies
of water in Mindanao alone, posing

serious environmental and health

risks to people.

Under RA 7076, or the People’s
Small-scale Mining Act of 1991,
the state is mandated to promote,
develop, protect and rationalize
viable small-scale mining activi-
- ties to generate more employment
opportunities and provide an equi-
table sharing of the nation’s wealth
and natural resources.

The law defines small-scale
mining as mining activities that
rely on manual labor using simple
implement and methods and’ do
not use explosives or heavy mining
equipment normally used in large-
scale mining or mineral extraction.

On the other hand, Execu-
tive Order.79, or the Measures to
Improve Small-scale Mining Ac-
tivities, mandates that small-scale
mining operations shall be under-
taken only within the declared
People’s-Small-scale Mining Areas,
or Minahang Bayan.

Small-scale minine artrivities

gold, silver and chromite as pro-
vided for in RA 7076, and the
use of mercury is strictly prohib-
ited. The government is also man-
dated to provide training and ca-
pacity-building measures in the
form of technical assistance for
small-scale mining cooperatives
and associations.

‘Selective leniency’

MINING’S big players criticize Lo-
pez for being lenient against small-
scale mining, which also causes
massive environmental degrada-
tion, including pollution of water
bedies with the use of toxic heavy
chemicals.

"While there are around 300,000
small-scale miners operating in
various parts of the country, there
are only five declared Minahang
Bayan. These include two that were
approved in December 2015 for
Banaybanay, Davao Oriental, and
Lorente, Eastern Samar.

The other three existing Mina-
hang Bayan are in Buenavista, Que-
zonm, Dinagat Island and in Agusan
del Sur. Last year the target was to

establish 16 more Minahang Bayan, -
‘or at least one per region.

Asked of the chances of ap-
proving Minahang Bayan applica-
tions this year, Lopez said she “se-
riously doubt” it will happen under
her watch.

Crackdown

THE DENR chief has been visit-
ing mining communities to talk to
people affected by 'mining. Under

her watch, Lopez had caused the -

suspension of 10 large-scale min-
ing operations and issued show-
cause orders to 20 mining compa-
nies for various offense based on
an audit criteria that includes so-

rial anwiranmantal and hindiras

_ pits doom the community for lifg.

"she is concerned of the pollutio

- water, as well,

-sible mining, to become DEN

the Enhanced National Greenin

~ bark on the massive rehabilitatio

Just last December, Lopez of
dered the cancellation of existing
environmental conipliance certif]
cates of six mining projects and b
housing project within the La Mejt

Watershed.
Lopez said almost all are
she visited so far gave her the
1mpress1on that the community
would have been much better off
without mining,
~ She. admitted that, partially,
the government is at fault in allow-
ing small-scale mining to happen,
. “The fault is with the govern
ment,” Lopez said, adding that sh
will address the problem as |chie
steward of the country’s-environ
ment and natural resources,
“Mining kills the ecology. I

this country of islands and riv-
ers and streams and corals, open

1 ey 1D

There are better ways I want t
show in the DENR while I am here/’
Lopez said.
Lopez, who is strongly again
open-pit mining ‘methods, | sai

|=J

brought about by small-scale miry
ing to rivers and other bodies g

The :DENR chief said- throug
various programs and projects, th
DENR will help provide alternativ
sources of income and livelihoo
for people who depend on mining

She wants miners, who stan
to lose their jobs because of he
campaign .to weed ‘out ‘irrespon

BRI 0 W2

=~ B

partners for development throug

Program :
This year the DENR will em-

=

| )
of mangroves and establishment o

bamboo plantations.
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NGO

| i Non-govemment orgamze-—
tion Alyansa Tigil Mina (ATM)

is; urging the government.

to, endorse the passage.of:
new mlmng law that seeks to

thirust 0 .x;espons1b1e - minin
in the: ‘country. - &
ATM nahonal ‘coordinat

Jaybee: Garganera is Bopmg to’

- get the' endorsement of Presit™ .

dent Duterte and Environment
Secretary Gina Lopez on' the
passage of the Alternative
Minerals Management Bill
(AMMB).

“We are askmg two’ thmgs

from Secretary Lopez, oneisto -

issue an official statement (of
the DENR) endorsmg the bill:

By LOU SE MAUREEN SIMEON

and her presericé in ‘commit-
ee hearings,” Garganei‘a told
TheSTAR ST
e _?r‘to pass a new:la
Sues concerrung g ‘stem
from' a'flawed and mcorrect”
Tawy; which is thé “Philip ppine
Minifig Act of 19 .
’ ‘The -group is"alsé recom-
‘mending the inclusion of the
bill in the Philippine Develop-
ment Plan (PDP) to be crafted
by, the National Economic

.and DeveloPment Authority

(NEDA)

“It is. a huge thmg if the
execuhve (Duterte) itself will
issue a statement and 1f itwill

JATM said there is antirgent :

.House Bill 113 or the Lowef mdusf:nahzatlon

éarher said the
‘to.change the
pohcxes if Lope,
- to, Jmplement q

Ti
) - &iris to! regula
the’ rahonal exploration,’ dd¥
velopment and utilization c%f’
mineral resources and ensure
the ‘equitable sharing of bert;ﬁ
efits for the state, indigenous mlmng zones,” &
peoples and: local commu i The bill alsd
ties. .. - m] a strategic and

Ifugao Rep. Teddy Bagulr.. minerals manag;

mmmg permits.
" clirde provisions
tion of a multi-se

mihing industry. e
The AMMB is centered on
uman Tights as a major-con-
e ération in the i igsuance. of

to process permits, ‘
areas considered 4s “no go .

It will Also
on the formia- -
ctoral coungil -
b3 'WE].I as -

imohg others. .
) pushes for
rationalized
entplanan-

lat, one of the proponents of . chored towards

the country 5
roa :lmap
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FNI 31gnts exp’o“‘

k)
L

ﬁ'dealj‘

séeks recon51derat10n A
of ECC cancellatlon

, GIobal Ferromckel Holdmgs Inc.
: (FND has started the: process of export-
mg ‘nickel ore even as it asks the De-
_partment of Envirgnment and Natural
. Resources (DENR) to reconsider the
cancellatlon by the Env:ronmental Com-
phance Certificate; fomts Ipilan Nickel
Prcuect in Brooke’ sPomt, Palawan.

-+ In a diselosure to the Philippine
. Stock Exchange, FNI said its operat-
Ling subs:dxary Platmum Group Metals
Corporahon, has Just sugned a supply

~ contract for the dehvery of a total of 2
- million wet metric tons‘of nicke} ore.

ri .- The-ore will be -shipped to Guang-
. dong Century Tsingshan Nickel Industry
Company Limited at spgtrpnce for the
. 2017'mining season. - .
" - Meanwhile, FNI said . subsuhary
;, Ipilan Nickel Corporation (INC) has re-
i cently filed with the Office of the DENR
Secretary a letter seekmg to-have the
: order of cancellation ; ‘,or'lSIdered
nINC chromcles on 1ts letter the
seores-of sngmﬁcant programs and ac-
tivities it impleménted and continues
to unplement to pursue the Pro_]ect as

H‘ RS '1;.‘
well as the tlmehne of maj or' approvals

it obtained from different DENR ofﬁces
and other pertment agencnes i

It ‘activities include the lodging of |

"Community Devélopmeént: Programs
! with various beneficiaries, ~onﬁrmatory
drﬂlmg, preparatlon and).submission
-of Definitive ‘Project Feadibility Study,

Survey Odef, LGU endo: 5
apphcahon for MPSA Opér: on; land

'EPEE SDME 3Year Wg'%k Program, -

fgcqmsmon for road lots aud foreshore :

lease application, conmiss 10
‘completlon of Envlronmelntal
\.ment Update Stud1es»and n

- meetings: w1th the Mine Rehabilitat;
F and Fund Commlttee .: E.il R .
i Of the otber,hand, major approva]s

obtamed include its Operatmg Agree- -

to Construction and Oper tion, Parhal
: Declaratlon of Mihe Proje I:Feas:bxhty, ‘
Spemal ’I‘ree-Cuttmg Perrmt and Earth '

ment, Change in Status }f ithe MPSA

b ce]lahonof
that ‘the Proje wasnever,
[nnplemented') has no factual basns,”
, i FNIL sa1d '

. u‘. - -
Lot v 7

m Y "'tams :

|

i FOA

LWER HATT
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graspable dirt, ¢ he Metzropohtan Manila D¢
;Authonty reported that 15 truckloads of
collected from1| popular holiday aréas
-Baclaran and Bahntawak from Dec. 30 to :
“of the litter. co :j 'tltuted empty plastic bpttles, food °
contamers and eftovers Iromcally, 1€ 15 truckloads‘ ‘

of “waste are ctually an improvement over last '
'year, when the| MMDA col]ected 20 truckioads from i
' thgse same places ) S j";
- 8o here we| ‘are, stewmg in squalor. But for.an "
ipration and c_ie- :
] 3ay 4 §
glon around it that generates almost 60
GDP—the "eco‘oglcal heart” of the cous
guna Lake Devi :Il‘opm‘ent Authority genef.
- er'Nereus Acosta poencally describes it.In a 3:p
specral report, he Inqmrer s Maricar Cin L0 dlscuss-‘ !

est g
g. éven kllhng 9

1§ ocents but als:
the plleup offtheademtus' ické
and .other accompamments of me€r
making. Name it—food séraps, dlscard._:
ed food- containers,. juice packs and

water bottles, etc., which revelers.couldn’t be both - ' . . es how unconqrolled‘ commercial fishi over: the

o ‘;SE o roperly as though the street last 50 years h s led to the Philippines’ I rgest lake i
:::ee ;2rslzl\]v s theIr)n e i)ubhc parks were re- . becoming poll._ted and silted, effectnrel chokmg ‘t';
portedly a fine mess during the holiddys, provi g*‘ i : andAkﬁl:g;gszh “eran?l‘:lsgt;i;;sﬂ;ﬂ:oﬁg fen o g

rve s E ; l

gZ;oa\lrgea:iusletahsz:nmany Frhpmos do - dese ¥ ' Flllplnos into If.:)llectwe action, We TEW
! o tic photo hs ; smiall mdmglu steps-—sweeplng ol A 4
éhoanﬁglri ﬁﬁiﬁ%ﬂgﬂﬁfggﬁu;gngncw! pt_ o ' gating household trash, and ‘disposing of ’htterl.

mas Day and New Year's Day. The New Year’sEvel
photographs in partlcular were; “dangerously bea
" ful, indicating that even in our happiest moments;
are threatened by what we, discard or eup.
/. The Department of Emnromne nt,and Nat _
~ Resources reported that the air pollutlon dlﬁ‘
New Year's Bve was worse thanin the’ previous ¥
despite government. effortsto discourage the, us
fu'ecrackers and ﬁrew 5
mental, Managemen Bureau ‘et up staho_
throughout the metropo Is | to mionitor the d1
the air from Dec. 31to Jan. 1. The re
Metro Manila durmg the
to be “extremely dan
: ous, which mearit, it w;
“no longer deemed. safef-'
go; outside without * w
ingafacemask” |,
The stations were" de-

pEe THE AR 8 NETRO WANLA
e et e -DURING THE 24-HOUR
35999 §Fﬂ¥1?é5hD‘fﬁ R-EMB's . _mmn WAS Fﬂllﬂn 10 BE

¢ and our pets {d g poop on the sidewalk iga partlcu-
 lar bane of the rban resrdent’s existence),
- -As it is, an ther monster garbage day looms
Wlth the Feast f the Black Nazarene an traslacron
‘ scheduled tom rrow Last yedr the milli ns—strong
processmn ge erated a mind-blowing |35 trtick- ;
loads, or 367 tons, of garbage gathered along,the
- 7-kilometer tra;ﬁacwn route (that’s 157 fons more

wi .properly, whic imeans picking up afte ourselves.
}
i

than was collected in 2015)
Will we finaily clean up our act? Let's hope the i
effort begms wrth the Black Nazarene procession, - i
- pomtedly referded to as "trash-lacion.” A ceremony
o ' : marked :by the iia -}’and profane, it bifs well:
: 2in’ ink garbage pollutiog—unléssy |
rein for a pleasant syrprise. < . -

All' Quahty Management
section ' reported . the
highest ‘such quantity: at - S EHY
the Timoeg-Edsa - stanonf

mQuezonCIty, measurlng ) - | . | | ’
| LONGER IEIHI SFE . . o

560  micrograms
BN nmmm:* AlfiTunnT

normal cubic ‘me
fmaiNemY Camnare that:fo,




Grabeng air pollution_
dahil sa paputok:-
JINDI lamang'pagkasugat at sunog.ang:

1 Nidinudulot ng paputok kundi pati-air poliu-
tion. Noong Disyembre 31, 2016, Jumubha ang
:alr poilution sa Metro Manila dafiilsa paputok
.bilang pagsalubong sa Bagong Tdon.:Tumaas
‘ang lebel ng air pollution na umabot sa 2.5 PM'
‘(particulat_e"matter);- Mas mataas ito Kumpara sa
lebel ng air pollution noong Disyembre 31, 2015
“habang sinalubong ang 2016. Ayon sa Depart-
-ment of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR), mas mahaba ang naitalang alr pollution

1

‘noong nakaraang taon dahil umulan at kakaunti
-ang nakapagpaputok. Hindi katulad ngayon na
.bagamat umambaon; naging maganda rin naman
angpanahon sa'magdamag kaya nagpatuloy ang
Pagpapaputok.-Ang usok mula sa: mga paputok
‘ang naging dahllan ng pagtubha ng air pollution
at rmagpapatuloy pa ito hangga't waléng. ngipin
ang pamahalaan para maipatigil ang paggawa at
pagbebenta ng paputok. o

Ang DENR ang nararapat manguna sa kam-
Panya para lubusang maipatigil.na arig pag-
‘gawa at pagbebenta ng paputok. Kung hindi
‘gagawa ng aksiyon ang DENR,: magpapatuloy
ang pagkasira ng kalikasan dahil:sa air pollution
‘na pinalulubhang mga paputck tuwing sasapit-
ang bagong taon, R

Dapat lamang ang total ban sa’paputok
sapagkat bukod.sa:ajr pollution; marami ring
napipinsala dahil sa insidente. ng sunog,
pagkasugat, Pagkaputol ng dalri, kamay-at.
pagkabulag. - - S
- Mahigpit ang' pagtutol ni President Rodrigo
Duterte sa mga Paputok at naipasunod: niya ito
sa Davao City kung saan naging mayor-siya sa
mahabang panahon. Ganito rin ang dapat niyang
-gawin sa buohg-_bansa.'lpagbawal:angl-papu_tok
§a susunod na pagdiriwang ng bagong-taon. Ito
‘lamang ang paraanpara lubusang mapigilan ang.

pagl_(alason sa hangin. .

00 JAN ST
T DATE

PAGE

£

"UPPER HALT

LOWER HALF




FEIC E Mﬁiw-_ém&c;mpr

: |

TTTTOPPERHALF

pd

o - , | T T SWERALE,

MONITORING AIRQUALITY
GDENR PAGLULUSTAYD -
— 1L\

I RWIREH
. BILYONG piso pala ang tilatApainwY % paglu-
lustay ng-ating gobyerno sa pamamagitan;ng DEPART-
MENT:. O :E‘N}VIRONMENT;*AND!;NZ’H:URAL RE-
SOURGES-‘(DBNR) kapag ipin; gpatiloy -ang pagbili; pa
g AIR QUALETY MONITORS dahil hindi;naman daw
i ito ‘accurate’ para masukat ang kalinisah ng hangin.
Dapat napagtuunan ni DENRSEGRES %R‘*_ GINA
LOPEZ angsidinddulog ng mga & entalists’ na s
yosohin ang pag-iimbestiga saps:ing_s_g,b;ng-,.anbg“alyhagsa.
pagbi [ij ng bilyonglpisong halagd g itasi Sit Brifig’ cquip-
ment, dahil.palpak naman umano,ang naturang mga. equip-
at-ay regular na sinisiyasat ng DENR.
] q AGEMENT BURE, L
. Inih%y‘ itong. si COALITION'O
VOCA' ES"OF(;’I(-‘)HE PHILIPPINES (('¢
M

maliw
“hil an
sa ati
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~Hit the head on the the n

VP Leni Robredo said little had
been done eight days¢ after
the typhoon battered the Bicol
region. Bicolanos replied by sing-
ing Herman's. Hermits' “Where
Where.You WhenIN eeded You
VP Leni said she tried to get
tickets for the return flight of her
family, but “it was 1mpossrb1e
These are, the airlines listed
with flights to Manila: Emirates,
ANA, China Southern, Cathay
Pacific, Malaysra Airlines, Ku-
wait Arrways, Qatar Alrways,
Sdudia, Delta,  Etihad Airways,
EVA Air, Qantas, KLM, Korean
“Air, China, Eastein, Singapore
Airlines, Asiana Airlines, Royal
Brunei, Turkish Airlines, Air
China, Ethiopian Airlines, Thai
Airways, Oman Air, Vietnam

Airlinés, Japan Airlines, Gulf Air,

and Caruda lndonesra

--Sorry, even with 2 or 3’ stop-
overs in neighboring countries
around Manila, the word “im-~
possrble does not fit. But the
questlon lingers - did she réally
even try? The Marines are on a
stand-by “waiting to be told.”

‘Robredo claims she wasn't able
to “concentrate” during her vaca-
tion, since she was attending to

relief ‘operations while she was.

ini the United States. Is Typhoon
Nina then expected to apologlze?
IR o

150 inmates bolt Kldapawan
jail - they are riow en]oymg “Te-
clusion perpe- -TUWA."

158 inmates freed. ‘No sweat,
all you have to'do is bring in
-100 expert locksrnrths and off
-they g0- '

“d * ¥

*You welcomed 2017 inhaling

‘extremnely dangerous’ air,” says .

DENR; Sir-yes-Sir! Thank you for

tellrng us§- somethrng we do not-

MIRRORLESS

ROLLYG
_REVES

- know. We are ve.ry grateful .

* ok, %k

5C told Comelec: Move faster

on Marcos protest. One Bicolana

isnot ready for another devastat-
ing typhoon. :
I o

No more ‘butanding’ or whale

shark swim for Miss Universe

bets. Loan sharks and pawnshop .

owners are volunteermg for sub-
stitutes. ‘
* % %

News: Combative De Lima
calls Aguirre a lying bastard, Call-
ing somebody a “lying bastard” is
a contradiction of her fantasy of

- projecting herself as champron

of human rights.”
* * *

All department secretarres and
heads of agencies should refrain
from changing and bending the
rules of government contracts,
transactions and projects already
approved and awaiting: imple-
mentation. Changing the rules
when 'the game is on- -going is
wrong, We have seen this violated
consistently for the past 6 years.

N B

Japan International Coop-
eration Agency {JICA) said the
country loses P3 billion -daily

to traffic. Too highra price for just

standing still.

* = %

.. R 7 ity affordablllty, environme

President Digong may need
emergency powers to solve the
traffic problem. Emergency re-

“sponse from everywhere is rieed-

ed to complete the package.

‘*w*‘

Re -imposition_ of the dea

penalty is one of the top prl-"

orities of the Duterte Admrnlstra-
tion. BIR should start momtonr1g

tax returns of funeral parlors and:

mernonal parks
¥ % *

. Survey groups are not only be:
 ing criticized for their figures but

mamly for the word “rando
who they are and wher

'***

A good eoncept is never a
guarantee for success.: The pa -
sion for details and timing gets-
‘the job done.

* k¥

Econornic gains should trickle
down to the nation’s poorest. W
just hopeit's a downpour and nat-

just:® drrzzles ‘
* % ¥

Nowadays, one thing is sure
You, will never gét a ticket fo
speedlng in EDSA,'On the othe
hand, they may cite you for, 1lle

gal parkmg in the whole stretcl'-.
heok ¥ |

We all want to try s0 man
things even without perfectin
what we started. That is why wi

are nerther here nor there,
* & K '

With_ due respect to currenlf-r.
o}

DOT officials, tourrsm is n i
just:about’ promoting the des-
tmatrons ‘thru advertising. The
destinations should be able to
promote itself by being attrac:
tive tO visitors -- access, capacé"

consciousness, cleanliness an
safety, etc. No amount of adver;
tising can pull off patronage for &
bottle of béer if the content tastes.

awful It's always the product;

rm EL

CaFT Rt e L

l‘:;
|j.{ .

N L Sk S

i

g

Iose,'.and eventus

promotion tools will
‘8ad but neglect is happening to-
our major tourism sglots: This is’

something seriou

- holders should consider. Surely
;. we can do more. |

* %

Wish accreditation

given back to the
Tourism and Tou
We all know that 3

an undeserved rating if owned by
iy relative_or friend.

* &

We paid so mu
Until now, we ha
merchandise.

. : . * .*

They say that
union of a man
wife as a cook, a

Ly 'Hs'llﬁ)%‘zl’%r
b8 DI

s that all stake-..

ahsa

v .ereqzhﬁt:asw
should-be

Department- of .
risn} Congress.
mayor can give

*

*

ch g
Ve n

r freedom,
bt seen the
o

*
1 mgrriage is a -
whip sees his
slave and a sex

object while the womfan sees his .

husband as credit
wallet. In reality,

cards and a fat
after the vows, -

it 1s called a compronjise.

* % [k
”Giving up smokjng'is the
easiest thing in the world. I know
because I've doneit thpusands of
times.” -- Mark Twain '
! ' R ] .
NBI files second criminal com-

plaint vs. De Lima,
er name calling fiom
rights” awardee as

of defense.
" Some say that t
dicted to alcohol

are just “social drin
problem-begins when they be-

come “too” socia

to dislike being sobe

Expect anoth-
2 “Human
herjusual line

3
re not ad-' |.
that they

kers.” The

hey
and

and start:
and start

lized

worshipping the bartqnder. One
‘more round please. -

* ¥

Good work, gaod

good faith to all.

leeds and -
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Hiling-ng mga taga:Indang,
Gavite at-ng buong mundo
~ sa Tatlong Hari, tubig at
- tubig pa rin!

MALIGAYANG Pista ng Tatlong Hari!. Ano kaya ang
hihilmgin natin sa Tatlong Hari para'se Bagong Taon? Mabuti
na lang at muli nating nadalaw ang magandang bayan ng
Indang, Cavite dahil biglang luminaw ang sagot sa naturang
tanong. Hindi parin mawawala ang'matinding kahilingang
matapos ba ang lumalagenap na kultura ng karahasan at
kamatayan. Subialit, maliban sa tinatawagna karahasan laban
satao, mayroon ding Environmental Violence, 2014 Nagulat
ang mpa taga-Indang na mayroon nang bagong istrukturang
itnatmyo sapaligid at mismong sa itogng Ikloy. Natuklasanng
mgamamamayan eng naglalakihang tubo,filiration facilities,
mini dam atang biglang pinaliit na dahrysin ng tibig sa ilog.
Nagtaka dng tauiribéyan kung ano ito? Nagkaroon ng public
consultations na naganap sa Cavite State University.
Pagkatapos ng Public Consultation, isinilaig sng SWIM (Save
Waters“of Tndang Cavite Movemeiit). Nang ‘mabuo ito,
nagsimiibinang maghariapng ebiderisiyaging SWIM upang
miaghaiih ng'kasp Jaban sd PTK '2;"ang' kbtporasyon na
iumano’y nais hurnigop ang tubig ng Ikoy tpeng suplayan
ng tubig ang Tagaylay City, Dagling ndghanapang prupong
abogado. Mabutina lang at granted ng Clrt 6f Appeals ang
. Writ 'of Kalikasan. Ito ang pinakaiinang ‘desisyon na

A4 -1‘\" 'Y

. permanenteng ipinatitigil ang l{uga gawain ng PTK 2.
X .
~Indang kundi para sakaratig-bay:

:0g PTK2 na mag-extract ng tubig sa llog Ikloy na eksklusibo
.para sa Tagaytay. Napakalaki h
. Tagaytay sa tubig, wala na raw g
"Bagay sa Tagaytay. Kumalat naan,

- DACC _gyhlindi‘saTagaytayRiE_ e itinayo, Subalit, tama

‘nilang solisyon sa problema ng tubig sa Tagaytay at ang

00 JAN 7

—~

DATE.

PAGE

UPPER 1

ALF

LOWER H

\

PR e o

i ,g,tagumpayni,tohﬁd_i lang para sa mga taga-
naumaasa sa tubig para

iig tubig, para sa lahat,
ng SWIM: Nais

'}
by

lto ang malaking problemang na

- pangangailangan ng
asyon ang maraming
fhga dambuhalang condo

nga’tang mga matatgas

sa ilang panig ng daan.

beng magtayo na lamang ng ma dambuhalangistrulturana
mtb?DahﬂmannngwblgsaIloglIldd)q 1to raw ang nakita

malaking epekio nito, mawaw; 1 ng tubig ang mga taga-

Indeng. s s .

s iy V akaysajf ng mga taga-SWIM
ang isang Engineer Villafuerte. Ayon dito, naghahangad na
tnagtayong Hydro Electric Plant ang Energy Wise. Ayonsa
kanila, noong 2014 din'riang mag-apply silasa Department of
Energy ng Check List of Requiremients para makakuha ng
pemiitnz simulan fiilaang Hydro ilectric Plant. Nagkaroon
ng Public Hearing noong nakaraiing taon (Oktubre) pero
walang naipakitang Feasibility Study; mgadokumento ulad
ng BCG{(Environmerital Compliance Certifiéate). Ayon sa
keuiils, Binigyan e raw sita ng perriit ng National Water Re-

sourges Board (NWRB) at sa Public Consultation palang ay

hirrang nang SWIM ang panukalsing Energy Wise.

dahil ‘di ba, sabinga

lahat ay magkakaugnay,

_apglabat




law prohlbxtmg 1t

Beth N Ramos, mformatmn B

off1cer-des1gnate at the Maitum
mun1c1pal government in.Saran-
gani province,-said a farmer in
Barangay. Batian, about 19kilome-
ters from the town center, found
thie bird on Monday near his; farm,
standmg still.

‘Surprised that it dld not ﬂy
when he tried to approach the bird,
résident Gibson Badal, 26, tookthe
bixd for safekeeping.

:According to Badal, he saw the
bird standmg about a meter tall

and appeared weak. The hlrd has !

blue-gray éyes, he added. .
~Rainos sald her cousm, Alver
Caas1, who happened to visit

Batian on Monday, was. told by '
residents they were sellmg the -

b:rd “but he [Caasﬂ adv1sed them
not to”.

**1 told theml they w111 face :
the full force of the law if ‘they -

AVAO CITY—A Phlhpplne
Eagle (Pzthecophaga Jetferyi)
-was rescued this wegk from

what appears to be another attempt at
hunting the bird des

Tl

plte the stringent

mobile phorie and sent it to‘R'a-
mos, wh}oialso zntormed theymu- |
nicipal governthent. He fed tlie
Phlllppme Eagle withlive chlcgken,'
which consumedhalf ofitand'the
“other half on the' followmg day .

“Some staff from the Ma1tum'f
local government and personitel :
df the Davao City-based Phl].lp-‘

pine Eagle Cériter (PEC) brought

the raptor to the PEC on Tuesday _

night, Ramos ‘said.

: Edgar Calderon park ma1|nte- .
nance foreman of the Commumty gt

Envuonment and Natural: Re-

“sources Office, sald the eagle could '
-be1 year old thh anest probably 3,

. ‘,,_ --d ]
| h,app'enedi. e k1 e
; centermMala"‘.
! authontms in} ormedthe  Maitum
‘ 1

._» cover.: Ramos g
- thorities wo ld not remove the

Jdent n'ught have
-r'vbecause the

wound may hz eheal
The bird 1 £Y Y_‘

“be recovermgj mos:smd Camp
town offxczal !tha%t? 1t would re-

se the eagI Sbdck
Batlan when‘ i

_the ‘camp au-

pellet saymg 11' mlght endanger

: the eagle thagwas not known to
_ adapt to surgery.

-‘cue’ o1f the j
- Eagle. This only Proves that
Maitum Has| st111 athlck forest!”

| protect,” Ma orAlexanderBry~

-issued later byits mumapal in-
_formatxomof ice: “I will do my

“Iam tha "kful with the res-
-Wenlle ‘Philippine

that we oug t to preserve and

an Reganit s mtd in a statement

bést to protect :the endangered

: spec1es ofMathum asourlegacy

, to the futunl.i,generatlons

[PV SRR BFLE 0 . i

.| tum authontles that the bird was

j g DennlsJosephSalvador, execu-
‘ tive director t Philippine Eagle
| Foundatlon { EF), told the Mai-
a Phlhppme Bagle, based on the
photpgraphs Jent tohim.
. Hetalso sa d tHePEF has con-

1

| fxrmed the p esence of a pa1r of

RS AR ~ i
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cieda Phl!fppine.iagle near kiis
~farmin Mantum, Sarangani provmce mwmmmnmnonom -

""" The Maitum informatién affice
. said Barangay Batian- is w1th1n:
"Mount Busa complex] a pnonty
conservatlonandprotectmnbmd:—

versu:y-study area.Itisoneofthe |

. remammg forestsintheprovince.
'Mount Busa has ;an area of
114,144 hectares andwas declared
as a key biodiversity area (KBA
.116} and an important bird drea ’
.(IBA: PH(105) in 2001 olt harbors [
critically endangered, tHreatened
wvulnerable and rare b1rd species |
.and connects several: consexvation ;

priorities, it added : . -

and endangered species . of birds
at'the foot of Mount Busa. *

However, ‘Mount Busa,’ which -

straddles the towns of- Maltum,

Klamba ‘and Maas:m in Satan- .

gam\’ provmce, “is threatened by

conversion to farmland,; kamgm s
or slash-and-burn w11d11fe hunt- i
ing,. xllegal logging and % mmmg, i
accordmg to ECPC. ¥ "y

The; *Enwronmental Conserva- ;
tion and Protection Center (ECPC)
.of the provmcml government has -
reported sightings of tarmgﬂr, wild -
deer, pigs, monkeys, baté civets -
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Boat’s ; no1sy engine. The turtle, a

female hawksbill, was surpnsmgly '

fast. capable ofatop speed of about
15 miiles per hour.

- ButQarauknewhe couldwm the
spnnt He lost the turtle momen-

tarﬂy, then' circled back. - Fmally, g

as'the turtle slowed down, he po-

Qarau pulled his boat next
 toaturtle, which was trymg !
despegatlely to flee the buzz of the

sitionied the boat near the fatigued .
ammal He threw his engine into

neutral and dived into the water,
Seconds Iater, he reemerged
helding on, to a chaotic mess ‘of
flappmg fhppers
. Nat long ago, a catch like-this
would have meant turtle for din-

ner, but Qarau would let this one -

go. He checked the turtle’s health,
but hé § Was.unable to tag it;.as he

had mtended because he had run

out of tags

Moratorium on harvestmg turtles

E1JI has im osed a morator'uml

on harvesting turtles and ‘
the ban has been observe

turtle; which i is cons1clered ‘
cacy, ‘andfinstead have ded
themselves to conservatxon“ :

% The number of turtles were
droppmg and the ‘size, you can’t
56€ any b1g ones,: only smaIl ihe
sald later in the day. * That 1s why

I rhaﬂdn mrroal€?

i t':on- ‘
mstently around the island-na- :
-tion, sonie people like Qarau have .
weaned themselves from' 'ea' ng |

|

|

; c%ne in handyg:
dp: otectmgthem from

.in Fijian as Dau

m Vonu,,or guardlans of turtles.

! 'en at major events, like a weddmg

, people b an to thmk of turtles :
..and their eggs as aneveryday food i

"Denimanu, has about 200 people, )
“almost entlrely ‘related by blood :

. or marriage. ‘Most residents’in-
come is f’rom"catchmg and sell-
1ng fish. A hot shower is accom-

" plished with a f'ew cans of water |

- left itk thq afternoon sun.

' | InFiji, 2 South Pacificnation of !

' more than 300 1slands, commurn— '
tiesplaya central‘role inmanaging |

:.l

‘their 1mmed1at waters As are-
. 'sult commum

a‘.\..al‘

i ased programs
that try | to 1ncre .e awareness: ‘of
'dechnmg turtle'stocks and to e‘ = |

'cess, sa1d Dr. Susanna Pxovano,

l B
" a senior lecturer at the School ‘of
P Marme Studles at ithe Un1vers1ty |

Tradltlonally, turtles were eat-

17 1 As tradltlons' :

2

- bilk andlogge‘

=

' I turtles poten 1al

. ortastea tulrtle 3 harvesting cor-

. v
;servatlon' tatus;o
; common, to| iji's ‘ater’s--green,
| olive ndleyf e;

i vulnerable

,r vestmg 1n
- chne The

DN i A
i is schedule d:

)
¢ stopped m o)
3 contmumg
|: "Yadua !

\'ést turtles..
of them—at
nd experience
d-to-Damasa

h

: somethmg _ "f
i conversmn L
ftlons—the‘ A
b tanat of th,' ‘ {&C- €
1 v1ronment grogramme, "an mter-
governmen]a gt 'up—-orgamzed

“'a workshop" on'the island. They

presented al!fsomber v1smn of the

Ia :

I extmctlon arid
dlscussed wqays toprevent that.
_ lt was’ there that Qarau realized
3 future generat:ons mlght never sd

[= ]

]

tmued Hes L 1dhe was not thmkmg

EpX B 1'r
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Huiter becam@

lsland chlef’s declsmn .
‘ TH:E rsland s chief, Ratu Jone
- Ca'kautavatava decided thatYad~

—
[

Fua’s res:dents should ‘ho longer ’

‘consume tuttles, and pecple be-
g gan to wean themselves off what
many considered a favorite food.

‘It was really hard 6 stoi),”he
sa1d “but I follow the law,”

' Cakautavatava desctibed e old
‘days ofhuntmgturtlesmaﬁberglass '
boat-and spearing thei through
 .the shell. Gesturing to the- harpoon
1n hls ‘hand, Cakautavatav;a ‘said, I'
keepthe spearuntilthe government
says, Yes we can kill turtles.™

ot o

‘Searchfortracks: :
- QARAU'S commltment ts replen-

‘ishing the turtle stock 1nvolves .

‘monitoring then twice & week.

"He'walks the beachés searchmg :
for - turtle tracks, wh1ch, could

“'indicate 2 nest. He and others f
are trained to diginto nésts and
‘record their contents hatched

‘eggs versus duds.

Countlng turtles is best done .

at night when turtles sleep undar
the coral, he said, or. dunng the
~day when they feed at hlgh ‘tide

‘on a shallow reef, A mmute mto )

‘a momtonng round on & recent

' mormng, the shadowy shapes of

six‘turtles Jetted across a reef, |
You won’t see that' 31ght any-
where else in Fiji,” said Laitia Ta-

‘mata, a coastal f1sher1es offlcer'
for the WWF who manages- the .

momtonng program
' When the program began in

Yadua in’2010, only six-turtles :

nested on its beaches. Founyears
later there ‘were 29 nest’s At a !
‘monitoring’ sitein Kavewa‘Island

no turtle nests were foundin 2010 :

almost 70 were jdentified - four

w3

tion. Bar
recently cathe across divers he‘j ding
ewayfrom the island w1th two dead

. turtlés it i their boat. An : argument

ERE

turned into a brawl, he sa1d
Itellthem itisnot allowed but ,
they can t control them‘s

every day o :
Exfen though the ban was f1rst
xmposed more than 20 years ago

it hasmced only spo‘rad- '
1cally, and few, if any,’ vrolators ]

have

mqnths in, Jaul .
The endorsement of a chlef is

often cruc:al to involving commu-

nitiés} mconservatlon, said Michael
Donoghue, an adviser on threat-

ened and migratory species at the -

Secretanat of the Pacific Regmnal
Envzroinrnent Pro gramme.

If communities don’ tlwant to!

do it, it doesi’t matter whflt the .
-Donoghue said, ‘Espe- .

law. says,

ote areas, itis 'unhkely

¥ h xld W1ld11fe Fund plans
to press for‘?an éitension’ of ‘the
10- yeap moratorium wherl, it runs

ryHﬂl 27, aYaduemo r,

riority cases/ because .
naltiés are so low,” Vikiko- .
moala 'sald Someone conv1cted of |
k1ll1ng a turtle faces a maxintum -
fine 6f about $240 and up to three

The‘lnumber of turtle ne
oh Yadua lsland in 2010

vhile participantsiused

to g ’t rexmbursed for expenses, . -

hke |‘ Dat fuel and phone calls to

t"successful Ta .ata.j

i,

heart; rather than for mo AN
Q‘}rau hopes that his ¢ nsefva-

“tion }?rkmll createasus aingble .
harvest,
turtle
futur 2 ';reitmns to seejturtlas
and b 'able to taste them.!"When
they grow up,” he said, “t ey :
see’ e ‘number of turtles|is dtill
l good in

0 the village.”

of’ th ‘WWP said. “It is from| the -
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ERVICE,
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X - . 2 .'1'f'
. PITAQARAU catches a hawhsbili tuitle to monitor its
- health an the Fifian Island ofYadva, A moratorium on
harvesting turtlesand a World Wildlife Fund program t
have helped replenish Fiji's turtle population after
, decades of dedline, menr'anmns\q ATIMES
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Freed i ) Chinese ﬁshermen
“remain under Bl custody

The 12 Ghmese fishermen who

{ were freed by a Court of Appeals

“(CA) ruling will not’ ‘be depo‘rted
| yet ‘due to discrepancy in. their
" narnes, the Bureau of Immigration
- (BI) said. yesterday ]

“There’s no update yet exoept
; the deportatlon order has-already
: been issued but it would not be
. implemented yet due to discrepancy
_ in the named,” said BI spokesman

. Antoinette Mangrobang.. . "}

"‘With this, she. noted that, the’
" BI would coordma.te wrth the .

* Chinese Embassy to identify the
fishermen, who were Jaxled in
- Palawan after bemg caught for
allegedly Poaching pangolms and
encroaehmg in the - Tubbataha
. Reefs Natural Park in 2013

It s the embassy that is helpmg

1 {:o identify them because rt is the

_ eustody of Bl'in Palawan

one that "will issue the travel
docurments,” she added. . )
Mangrobang added that she Hias |
no idea if all the 12 Chinese have ||
dlscrepancles regardmg thexr |
1dentlt1es o ‘

LLast fonth, the:CA overturned [|
the decision: of a regional trial [

court, which found them gullty of |

wolatmg Section 27 (Poa.chmg) and [i|

Section ; 26 (Possessron of|,

Protected Specles) of Republic Act I

10067. or the Tubhataha Act off |
2008; Artlcle 212 (Corruptlon of|\|
Publlc Offlclals) of the Revised|,
Penal Code of the Phrhppmes and|,
admuu,stratrve ¢ases, in the;
Tubbataha . Protected Area!
Management Board .

Tt Was’ réporﬁed’that the freed)’
Chinese fishérfen ‘are now in thell
pHAJIr

_ i

fed

—




f, at nawso ang mga condominjum, Natabunan na riﬂ-j;ﬁ&p(ﬁgé’ﬁlffj,‘ Kayi'nangamatay ang

maliliit in magsasaka, at nateyo na ang mga putil i

na Ang mga magsasaka? Nasnayn na si fuaf df!.-) L%::g?dmgang ipakakaififijya
“Pilipinas kadataon, -at hiridi i
‘sila basta bagyo’ lamang na
‘may dalang ulaiv at hangin
. kundi mga super bagyo, lalo
~nassa panahon ng tag<aian, '

51| MAMANG

NASAAN NA NGA BA
'~ " MAGSASAKA? " -

Nagtatanim pa ba siya =
0 baka naman napilitan nang
magtungo sa Sandi; sa Japan -

0 sa New Zealand dahil- sa

‘kawalah ng - pag-asang ma--
pakakain pa niya at mapag- .

aral ang kanyang mga anak,
kasabay na rin ng paglala-
hong -fuluyan ng mga pala-
yan sa iilang taong nagdaan
ay naging . pangmayamang

subdibisyon, Ang kanilang

- berdeng hinlalaking riay mia-
hika ng pagbibigay-buhay ay

nawawalan na ng kapang-
yarilian, o kaya naman ay
- pinakikinabangan na ng ibang

bansa."Sa nangyayaring ito,
nakatatakot isiping baka wala

. nang kakainin ang susunod na -
henerasyon, na hindi iimpot- -
- tahin sa mga karatig-bansa, .
" Sa kakapiranggot na lupa- . .-
ing patuloy na natatanimgn,
umaasa ang jilang nanadatili . -
pang tapat sa pagsasaka na ka®’

* kayanin pa nilang suporta-
han ang pagkain ng mahigit
isandaang milyong Filipino sa

" bansa. Kundi man palay; may
mga alteratibo pa tulad ng

. mais, kamote, gabi at iba pa,

- sa pasubaling huwag lamang.

sanang babagyuhin. :
GAYUNPAMAN, IYAN
AY ISANG DASAL:

NA HINDING-HIND} * % *

- 'Sfx:%ﬁ::rlzj(gcm ang mga bukirin. Sa halip na palay at muois, suﬁiibol"aﬁ Sl

Dahil sa pagbabago -ng
panahon, napakatitindi ,ng
mga kalamidad kung'saan ang
mga  simpleng,  pag-ulan . ay

- kayang magpadapa ng mga
‘puno at magpaguho g mga

bundok. Sino ba ang maka-

 lilimot sa trahedyang dulot ng
~ bagyong Ondoy néong 2008
at sa Habagat noong 2011, na

hagpaapaw sa lzhat ng-mga
kanal at estero sa-Metro Ma-

" -nila, at nagpalubog sa ‘mga
‘mga establisimiyento, na- iki-

tao. N

nasawi ng napakaraming mga

% Joama po it -

pinngpgpashéa‘;’f@fg:ky_la_haw na si kalakian

V Bahv Tnan? _ .
hindik-hindik ina. epekto ng
super bagyong Yolanda sa Ka-
bisayaan kutig saan libo-libo
ang nasawi;na-ang mga bang-
kay ay suinabit'pa:sa mga hati:
rang nakatayong puno. Hang-
gang ngayon ay-nananangis pa
rin ang mga kaliluwa ng mga
nasawi, .at karamihsan sa°mga
nakaligtas ay nagdurusa pa rin
sa evacuation cepter; "
Bukod sa mga mga taong
nasawi, bilyong halaga rin ng
mga hayopat’pananim ang
nawala, ‘hindi pa *kasali - ang
mga tahatighg. nawasak na
hanggang ngayon ay hindi pa

‘naitatayo. Nagmurmulto'pa rin:

ang alaala fig mga bangkay na,
tinangay:ng baha 13 hindi na'
matagpuan. Wala:na! Tuluyan;
na silang nawalan na ng pag-

|
Nag'sulputang parang inga kabute a
mgan jsdang dating inaasahang p
at binabaunan ng mga hito at d:

‘nagthtaasang mga gusali,




e

S TVIER HATT

R,

o B e R

;Ship

resan_ed.

Lfst Friday, the PCG| conlducted

an o gamzatlonal hearmg}n the
on' the mcldent and ‘reveal¢d thatr
veri ",.had béen_issued| to' the

rs; and: ofﬁpials af - Star- ;

i of the i

underwater at a depth of 200 to 500

AT meters..

177 “A 500 meter depth is very Iow

*. (deep) already; it is like' 1,500 feet,”"
* Belesario, also the-- chalrman of

l‘i PCG’s :Board -of Mamne Inqulry
“{BMI); said. “The (N'AMRIA) ‘ship’

and hopefully solve the-, u;

. ship’s 18 missing crewmen.
. PCG Station - Batangas Com- -,
mander Raul Belesario said they

requested use of the hi-tech ves- .

sel of the National Mapping and

Resource Information Authority .

(NAMRIA) to assist in their search

for the roll-on, roll-off (RORO) ship -

where. its missing crew could have
-been trapped.

Belesario said the sonar sensor

of NAMRIA ship is capable of trac-

-lng ‘the locatmn of Starhte Atlantic

. can‘detgct it (M/V Sta¥iite Atlanticy™
that’s why we requested for it,” he
. added.

- The PCG ofﬁclal noted that they
‘tapped the services of NAMRIA .
vessel because of the “limited ca-
pablhty” of the leEl‘S searchmg for
survivors.
Last” December 26, the M/V-

. Starlite Atlantic sank in waters off

ngloy, Batangas at the height of .

- typhoon'Nina’s onslaught. Only 14 -

of the Shlp § 33 crew members were

sunkeﬁ vessel

PCG spokesman Lt. Comr
find
the hearing would only be f

Armqnd Balilo said the

ommendatlon of filing o
tratwe .charges and for pr:

Balilo said no pressurg hd

exertled on the PCG's

tion desplte Starlite Ferries

owned: by Francis Cusi,

Department of Energy (DOE
-Al Cusi. (With a repo

reta
_ Argyll Cyrus B. Geducos)

Inc., the owner

f ad

the

hander .,
ings of
pr rec-
[minis-
osecution.
s been
investiga-
being '
son of |
) See-.
t from |



asa. Paano magsisimulang
muli*ang mga nagluluksang
bukod sa inagawan ng ka-
buhayan ay inagawan pa ng

pamilya, tahanan at kaligaya-

“han?~
BAGONG PAG-ASA
Sa -isang banda, may

‘iilang nagtatangkang bigyan -

ng panibagong pag-asa ang
mga_ magsasakang nalugmok
.52 Kadiliman. Hindi sila iyong
“wento-wento wa wenta” (ku-
wento ng kuwento ng walang
kuwenta), kundi mga taong

may prinsipyo. lilang mga

_taong sa nais ipaggiitang sa
‘kabila ng dinaranas nating
'mga trahedya; ang lahat ay
pagsubok lamang, at kakaya-

nin nating umangat sa tulong .

- ng isa’t isa.

Halimbawa na  lamang'

ay si Senator Cynthia Aguilar
Viliar. Isinilang ‘mang may
. gintong kutsara sa bibig, iti-
‘nayo niya ang proyektong

* “Sipag at Tiyaga,” — isang

modemong paraan -ng agri-
" kulturang  kung tawagmﬂay

“urban gardenmg Pt kung‘
saan tinuturuan niya ang mga .

. taong mabubay sa tulong ) ng
. pagtatanim at pap-aalaga ng

isda, gamit ang mga plastic na. .

" bote at drum ng tubig, kahit pa
* sa siyudad sila naninirzhan. Sa-
gamtong paraan, nagagamit
“ang mga recyclable matérizl.
" Nakababawas na sa 1tatapong
basura, nasisiguro pang may
" kakaining gulay at isda ang
" mga taga-lungsod, kahit pa
- wala nang espasyo sa kam]ang
mga tirahan, -
. “Kahit pa sa condeminium

- sila nakatira, puwede pa rin-

silang gumawa ng vegetable
* garden,” ani -Villar. “Hindi fa
sila magrereklamong wala si-
lang pambili ng pagkain dahii
pipitasin na lamang nila ito sa
mga paso ng libre dahil sila’
mismo ang nagtanim. mtu »

Upang patunayan ang .
tagumpay ng kanyang proyek-
to, dalawang ektaryang lupa
sa Las Pifias ang pinataniman
niya. at tmawag na “Bahay
Kubo Project.”

Amya kapag nais nilang .
gulay, aani lamang sila -at ti-
yak maluluto na ang: pabonto
nilang pinakbet, C o

Ngunit hindi lamang si
Villar ang nag-iisang ‘nagsu-
sumikap na palaging magka-
roon ng pagkain ang bawat
hapag ng pamilyang Filipino.
Tulad ng mga nauna sa
kanya, hangarin din’ Jdyan ng
kasalukuyang kalihint tig De-
partment of Agriculture na'si
Emmanuel Pifiol. Bagarma’t
tinagurian siya ng media na -
Mr. Pambara dahil sa mada- -
Ias niyang pambabara sa mga
katanungan ng makukullt na

" ng signal Number

- reporter, naqanilh “siyang
“Darling of the P
“husay niyang m4 sama

55™ dahil sa

“Trabaho - kong g siguru-
hing may kakaml ‘ang lahat
nig Filipino na,naf umrahan sa

-bansa,” ayon sa Agri chief.

At balik na naman tayo sa

| naunang dasal ‘ma hindi naman

1 Ang ibig

lamang sabihin ni Pi 0l ay ganito:

limampung porsyens i ng tagum

‘na mahirap kalaban|ang climate

* change. Sa Pilipinas bun'labagyo
;kahlt pa sa
tag-araw At sa tag 1 - naman,
minisan- ay nagsisir
Niffo o tagtuyot n gnaabot ng
hanggang sampung Buwan. Su-
suidan naman ito ng La Nifia o
walanghgllnapag-u']an. :
Onli in da Pilfpins!’ Kung

.- sana Iamang ay may kapang-

 yarihan si Departmént of Envi-
rofiment and Na Rmum
Secretary Gina Loy na uiusan
ang panahon, wala| na sanang
problemal Pero hmdl siya diwa-
ta ng kalikasan. Kalllum lamang
sslya ng DENR. Ang kapangyari-

“han niya ay limitad 'sa kakaya-
han ng tao.

Sa ganitong suwasyOn

paanc na ang s sunod  na
henerasyon? Mahir
banin ng sabay an mga prob—

Jemang likha ng tio at-mga

problemang dala ng maluplt
na tadhana. Paano pa si Baby
Juan? May kakainin )  pa ba siya
sa mga darating na panahon, o

aasa.na lamang tayd sa tulong
ng mga bansang, may mabu-
buting loob? Ano kaya ang so-
lusyon Ginoong Magsasaka‘?
Sagot naman ni Pifiol, “So
help'me God!" T o

———te

Ula ang EI

N




