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. By, Daxim L. Lucas

* @daxINQ S ; .
: Shares of Petron Corporation
were battered on the Pliilippine
- Stock: Excha.nge‘ Friday .after,
Enmronment -Secretary Gina -
- Lopez was quoted as saying she
- would order a stop to the oper-
~ ations of the petroleum glant’s
. power plant in Limay, Bataan,
-.due to complaints lodged by
' the local mayor—accusanons
, that the company denies. . .
" Petron’s stock. price
dropped by 5.34 percent. dn.a -
_single. 'day to end-the trading:.
session at Po.75 per share, and
wiping P5 billion off the market
capitalization of the, country’s -
 Iargest petroleum refiner and
_retailer..

The company, ‘which is a

. subsxchary of San Migue] gor-
'poration, refuted the claims of

environmental and health is-

sues ralsecl by the Limay may-

_— Y

. or;'as well as the informal set-
“tlers who have, been living on a
Petron—owned property adja-
.centto the Bataan refinery.

i.oIn parncular ;the- informal
settlers—who haveiregular ac-

cess to a range of Petron-fund-

ed :medical = services—have
~complained ‘about - the sup-
-posed ill effects of ash byprod-
. ucts that the company.deposits
ina portlon of the property.
“Our ash pond. s located
within our facility and near our
. offices,” Petron said ih a state-
- ment, “It has the necessary re-
-gional and locaJ, permits from
the Department of Environ-
Jment and Natural Resources
(DENR), is surrounded by dikes,
.and regularly.- watered to pre-

;- vent dispersion.” _
“Ash from the p0nd certi-

fled by DENR:as nonhazardous,
will heused as raw material for
our:
plant "

the . company said.

“Thus reports of ash spill

- gement. manufacturmg \

: ‘d
tons’ of ‘ash, found along }he’ cal residents. -
coastlme of a- cllstant ‘river, " On Friday,

which ‘s’ almost a kilom lt '
away from our’ facility, is ar
fromthetruth" o S
Inanmtemew Petron vice - -
presrdent for refinery Freddie-
Yumiang, said the company ad ’
ongmally mtended to build jan

“Bataan. .-

struction penmt forcing it|to
use. d temporary site on jts
property—closer o a: lo al‘

community—which' the’ lotal pléte and acclirate,” Petron
mayor is now also c:ompleumI g ‘said. “Nevertheless, we assure’
about. -‘that we will continyie to assist -
" Yurndng explained t e - the 'residents dnd fwork with -
property now inhabited by m— ‘the'DENR and the municipality |
formal seftlers ‘was' or1gma1y * to-do what is right pnd neces> |

meant to serve as a buffer hés

j sary " INQ

L, Ao

outfits to.the .
themselves how clepn the river , .

is and how we|carry out ade: -

site

+"We brought major media °
to see for

‘tween Petron’s frefihery andlo- -

ay, the com_p‘anjr'_"or- K
‘ganized a site visit for journal-
ists to its facilities in Limay, -

P
|

ash pond for its refini; hg ' quate measures to tontain our -
byproducts on ‘another site’ bottom ash to| avpid disper-
within~ 1ts sprawlmg colm- "I sion,” the cpbmpany said, ,
pound far from the complam— . adding that it was aflso inviting !
ing ‘informal séttlers. The mu: other concerned s akeholders K
' nicipality of leay, howev| er, from both media apd'govern- *
denied the company a key « chn- - ment to visit the facylity, ‘

© “We want fo show youa -
, 51d_e of this whole stpry, thatwe. "

‘believe, would |make it com-
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By Alena Mae . Flores

THE Energy Department is in- .
vestlgatmg reports ‘the Environ- -
‘ment Department "has agked San. .

Miguel Corp. to stop- operatmg'-‘

.its. coal-fired power plant in. Ll-"
- up operations, . e

may, Bataan.

- “We are, lnvestxgatmg I’'m hav-."
ing things checked first,” Energy- -
.- Bataan,

Secretary Alfonso Cusi said.
Reports were initiaily circulat-
ing that the coal power plant of

‘San Miguel and Peétion Corp. in,

‘Limay caused an ash:spill, af-
‘fecting the” health of residents in
the area. : :

“Not true news;" San nguei
pre51dent Ramon Ang said when
“asked about the Envifonment’s
plan to shut down the plant

Ang was quoted.in a TV news

that the San Mlguel and Petron

‘were merely helping in the clean-

“Petron’s 180,000 ba.n‘el—per—
-clay refinery is located in Limay,

“Qur ash pond is located with-
in our facility and-near our offic-
es. It has the necessary regional

- and local permtts from the (En-
'vn'obnment), is surrounded by

dikes, and reguiarly watered to

T

prevent dlspemon » Petron said;
Petrou said ash from the pond _

certifisd 572 Environment as’non— .

hazardous, “will be used a$ raw

material
factunng;p‘l

and ton

our, facility,
Petron sa1d

The “¢coimpany * lnwted ‘con-

,-Our - cement man =

t” b !
“Thus; reports - of i | ash sp il‘
f -ash found along the
coastlmetof a distant river, whi ,h :
is almost ‘4 kilometer away. from,._
is far from the trut} *%”: .

cemed stakeholders from. both

medla Jand the govemment to.':-

visit its faclllty

“We want to shéw youa sxde Qf

C

L

1”.
i

i

F—

H

'ihis'whole story, hat jve believe,
'would make it complete and' ac-

_curate.- Nevertheless,| we assure
that'we will contipue o assist the

TR TS R R R

nt -

residents and wotk with the (En-.

for P20.029 billo
“The purchasg

=

pOW

of
plant would lower the
steam costs of the Pg
'Refinery,” Petroy sai

. ‘wronment) and the npunicipality -
'to-\do vwhat is right
g sary,.” the compa\l\g
Petron in Decembel
the acquisition o " the
-watt solid” fuel
‘SMC PowerGen| Inc

and neces-

y said,

completed
14Q-mega-"
er plant -of -
in Bataan
the power
: power and

tron Bataan -
] earlier.
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H Laguna Lake “Itong Laguna Lake, nau-
bos ang mga.. wla na ang fishermen. Iyon na
' lang}- one hig. ﬁsh pen to the other... maklta
. *fmo sa plane every. tx,me 1 go to.Davao,... And
:the fishermen: are. complammg about their
¢.loss. Talagang wala 1a sila; kasi ang malut
i ma lugar, jiyon lang ang kanila.” .
. - The 'Pf.esi‘de id Liaguna Lake would be
L transformedf 1nt

‘
1\«
B

| tive impact of watershed destruction, land cori-
© version, andlpollutmn .Andthe poorﬁshermen
', will have.p;;io'rfi-tg its entitlements.” -

.7 Thatw s%g%uggm months ago: The admm-
. lStI‘atIOIl . #xg}owng to.carry.out President

s;f 'the Philippines largest lake,

of wluch has been| .taken over by

'ls and compames who have

‘ "-records in ' na Lake DeveIoPment An-
l._ ~thority. Flshermeﬁﬁhave {0 find their way-around
" the maze.of 358. ﬁsh“pens and 2,890 fish cages,

marked by a’ “forest ofa bamboo poles stlckmg

.- out of the waterw P 5
5 Secretary Gma Lopez of the Department of

.a_ o
Vo s oLt - = [

o .

- on:imany of his; eoncerns .a'i_nong them .

vibrant economic zone
. showcasmg ecotounsm by addressing the nega— -

‘will helpf restore the lake cIose‘to its pristin

Resources (DEN

supply in lertro Manila, by t Secretary of Ag1
culture E; ‘manuel Pmol : ald Pangasman a

fr tradltmnal fishir

grounds in'; he lake wnll now lead to the revivhal
of Laguna‘delBay whlch h#s long. suffered from

pollution and siltation alon|g its'shores, causin
flopding in: lake towns of Rizal:and Laguna.
Along W1th the plan 0 build a highws

g
y
around the lake, the fishp n clearing operatign
e
e

conditioni~a clean and hea t natural resourd

for, all; espema]ly small.f hermen a beautiffil

i to r ;-and a great plag
lercan 11ve and enjq
beauty '

M A AL e AL AL o]~

L

‘slhe declared a morja-
ur d reifewal of permits
for ﬁs , Apen operatlons in ‘he lake starting this
month of J anuary At the ame tlme, Pres1dent

E"'
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- for Laguna de Bay -

=N his State of the Nation Address on July 25, 2016, President Duterte spoke: out.
. L. on many of his concerns - among them Laguna Lake. “Ttong Laguna (Lake; naubos
ang mga...wla na ang fishermen. Iyon na lang —one big fish pen to the qther.-..ma,kita
mo sa plane every time 1 go to-Davao...And the fishermen are complaining about their
. loss. Talagang wala na sila; kasi ang maliit na jugar, iyon lang ang kanila.* - i
“The President said Laguna Lake would be transformed‘into “a vibrant edonomic zone
showcasing ecotourism by addressing the negative impact of Watershedjdestfuctior_\, ‘
tand conversion; and 'pollution...And the poor fishermen will have' priority in its
-entitlements.” AP S 4 N
' That was about six months ago. The .administration is ‘now moving|/to carry out
President Duterte's plans for the Philippines largest lake;. a great part jof which has
been taken over by priwate‘indij:iduals‘andfcompanies who have subdivided it into -
' fishi pens and_fish cages. They cover 12,315 hectares, of which 10,438|have’ records

,in the. Laguna Lake Development Authority. Fishermen have to find the };fwafy around
' the maze of 358 fish pens and 2,890 fish cages, marked by a forest of a namboo poles
“sticking out of the water.  ° [ . P T N
* Secretary Gina Lopez of the Department Qf;Ehvironmént and Natural Resources
' (DENR) ‘took- the first’step, when she declared 2 moratorium on the Issuance, and
_renewal of permits for, fish.pen operations in-the lake starting this month of January. '
. At the same time, President Duterte has ordered the demolition of all illegal structures
/in the lake. . . o b
" Laguna-Lake supplies 30 percent of the fish supply in Metro Manila ‘but Secretary
" of Agriculture Emmanuel Pifio! said Pangasinan-and other. infand ﬁsheriesv,w.ill be able
to make up for the loss. The DA is now looking at potential fishing areas that can be
.developed with its assistance. . - : T -
Thus what started as President Duterte’s reaction to the unjust tre tent of small -
fishermen denied aceess to their traditional fishing grounds in the lake vill now lead-to
the revival of Laguna de Bay which has long.suffered from pol_lption_and*siltation alonhg
Its shotes, causing flooding in'lake towns of Rizal and Laguna. I
~ Along with the plan to build a highway around the lake, the fish pericl aring operation
=~ “will help restore the lake close to its pristine: condition — a clean and [healthy natural
_resource for all, especially small fishermen,a beautiful ecotourism site for visitors, and
.a great place around which ordinary, people can live and enjoy its pqh(:e, quiet, and
‘ patural beauty. . B o

- L S [N
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~ PANUNUMBALIKNG |
BUHAY SA LAGUNA DE BAY:

SA kanyang State of the Nation Address noorig Hulyo 25,2016, nagsahta sil angulong
Duterte tungkol sa maraming bagay na mahalaga parasakanya - kabilangisa mgaito
.angl Lawa ing Laguna. “Itong Laguna Lake, naubos ang mga.. .wala naang fishermen. Iyon
' ma lang cne big fish pen to theother. .. makita mo sa plane every time I go ta Davao..
" And the fishermen are complaumng about their loss Talagang wa]a na sﬂa kas: ang maliit
nalugar, iyon lang ang kanila.” - - W
- Binabi ngPangulonaang Lagum Lakeay mag131ng"v1brant econormc Zones }owcasmg
. ecotourism by addressing the negative impact of;watershed destruchon, fand nverswn, ;
and pollution... And the poor fishérmen will have priority in its enhtlements e
‘Walong buwan na ang nakararaan simula noon. Ngayon, sinisimulaan nan gpat'upad
ng administrasyon ang mga plang ni Pangulong Dutette para sa pmakama]a Kinglawa
* s& Pilipinas, na ang malaking bahag1 ay smakop nanhg mga pnbadong mdlb:ﬂuwal at
_mga kompanya, pinaghati-hétian at nilagyan ng fis at figh cages. Sinako ‘mla ang
.. 12,315 ektarya, na 10, 438 ang may record sa La gunaLa el eveIopment Author n \ _,Ang
. mgamangingisda ay niakikiraar na lamang sa pagitan ng migabakod ng 358 fi shpensat |
;2,890 fish cages, na tila nagmg gubat nasa maraming dulo ng} mga kawayan na nakalits
) satublg L
© < Angunang hakbangm Secretary Gina Lopezng Department of Envuon :J
* NaturalResources (DENR)ay ang pagdedeklara g1 moratonum sa pagblblgaygtpagre- :

renew ng mga permit parasa operasyon ng fisi peh sa Jawa simula ngayong buwan
Kasabay ito ng utos na demohsyon ni Pangulong Duterte sa lahatng mga ]egaI na
' Istruktura sa lawa. , :
. SaLagunaLake nanggagahng ang30 pors1yento ng mga 1sdang ibiniben'ta wsa Meh:o
: Manila, pero sinabi nj Secretary of Agriculture Emmanuel Pinol na kayang pinuanng. |
mga pangisdaan sa Pangasinan atiba pang inland fisheries ang mawawala, Pmag -agralan |
nangDAang mga potensiyal na lugar na maaaring gawmg pala.lsdaan na kamlang {
~susuportahan,- ~
" . Ang nagsimulang reak51yon ni Pangulong Duterte sa pang-aapi sa ) fa]ﬂut na
mangingisda sa kanilang minana at tradisyunal na baluwarte: salawa ay mauywi sa muling
_pagsigla at pagkabuhay ng Laguna de Bay na matagal nang’*nagdurusa sa pqusyonxat s
natatambak na banlik sa mga pampan gna nagduduletng mga pagbaha s mga ayanng
Rizal at Laguna na nasa gilid nito. - A I
. Kasabayng planong konstruk51yon ng h:ghway sa pahbot ng lawa, makamtg_l_g_r‘lg
ang pagtanggal sa mga f_xij’?en upang manumbalik ang datifig malusog at magandang
lawa na may biyaya pifa'sa Iahat, lalo na para s maliliit mangingisda, isan ‘g
na ecotourism site parasa glga bisita, at maaliwalas, payapa attahimik na pas‘yalan at
pamayananng mga karamwang mamamayan N
I‘
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.’Group Iauds order
‘on Laguna fish pens

* THE fisherfolk group Pambansang
Lakas ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya

- ng Pilipinas or Pamalakaya has
. lauded the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources order
to dismantle fish pens in Laguna de

‘Bay starting this year. o

_+ The next step, the group Sald
is thie complete rehabilitation and

_ preservatlon of the 90,000-hec-
. tare brackish lake—by opening
the Napindan Hydraulic Control

Structure in Taguig City.

The NHCS has a channel that
prevents the flow of saltwater

- from Pasig River-and Manila Bay
to the lake that would desalinate
Laguna de Bay and keep it puri-

fied for commerclal and industrial

. purposes, Pamalakaya said.

. ‘However, the NHCS harms
the residents of Laguna and the
lake itself because saltwater is

esseutlal to the lake “to, keep the i
ecological balance that gives nuy;
trients. to the fish and other lake .
species,” the group added ot

“In"effect, the existerice of thc :

i

Salitysed ggra‘\‘fatesihe floc:nd| e
I @ay communﬂ—'*'
St the Jake.” ﬁ?.é
g‘li it's.é welcome dd '
velopment, abohtlon of fish pe S
should. fo,llowed with stm:E {
jons~ifiom -industries ;and: .

factori th.at du_r‘r,fp their chem- j

cal and 1

as%;és mto t e
lake,” E i

ents;the watep;: |
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- The nahonw1de~aud1t on tﬁe coun-
’try*s 41 metallic mires, which ‘Was -
supposedly done in August Iastyear is

pended prior to the audlt. :
-7 This ‘means only 11 rmuung icom-
pames — or the likes of.Philex Mmmg
Gorp' ‘the:largest gold and copper
producer in the Phlhppmes — were
déclared safe. -

“:But-the techmcal workmg group,

‘ whleh 1s tasked to evaluate the 20 mines

Athat were recommended “for suspen-

“sion, is now seeing the need to rev1ew
the audit results on all mlmng compa-

nies tofurther vahdate tjhle credlblhty of
theoverallﬁndmgs U
Mmes and Geosclences Bureau s

o oAy |

-w-.

g the mmmg audlt team came upw?hk
. list-of: compames recommendation

. same’ way.shoaw‘ it ended up spamng.ther

been, rconcerned thh thef;nte

_sudlt m_th ¢ |
;;f "There.na,

the process in berm§ of ho

suspensxon is: still not very clear“the ¥

11 mmes
Uykleng saxd that ra:smg such ques-

e S

tion would also be, in a way, beneficial . rewewmg
. to mitiers ilgehng for a more credxble_ of the 20 m
mining audit result. / g0 suspensiq
Since the start, Chamber of Mme_s*-' ' i"The ev: aluation
of the Phﬂ1ppmes (COMP) hag aIw ; and respon 'es are still on~gomg
tye

“_,be shutdo
reports
ated and re EWed,"

7
it
i 158

T 1:!.:-——-‘-

0 themagam "he-add
: eresultmaye ti

U

[X

P! S

SRR

=

WATTA

. it'sstill

¥ edrly to.sa If ere'are compar' s
untxl the respective
an sresponses are fully
LUylneng saig
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ne: (FNI),
g _1§ of an

empt
" continies to 1mp1ement Signifi-
cant activities such as lodging
. of community development
~programs with various benefi-
ciaries, conﬁrmatory drilling,
preparation and submission
- of definitive prcqect feas1b11-

-f-‘afflllate appeals ECC cancellatlon

‘endoriements and a p ’) ha§'no factual

“for. l\%sneral Productlaox‘tgs _ar-. bas1s,” the co‘ pany said.
mg Agneement opera%‘ By . FNI's Ipllan mine was sup-
"FNIT assured thatiifsonder- - posed to start operations and
t@es land acquisitiolforzoad - telal sl-upmen]ts early this year
Jots 8hd foreshore Iease ap- - after the DENR approved its
phcatlo% comm1ssmnmg and - Declaration of Mining Pro;ect
tien of envxronmental Feas1b1hty (D F),

‘gsessiiicr snt update st%_gxes and The DMPFis the fmal docu-

HOErO s meetings'Wwith the

Jming rehabilitation and fund -

comm1ttee ‘S‘cie ces B?lre‘ ‘ efore a‘min-
#Based onrecords ‘Wemain- ° »mgpm]ectcans )

tain that the lone basis for the i " The approval; covers 343.3

eahce‘llatton of our EEE (such-. hectares wh1 e thg

the DENR- w'nes ‘and Geo-

o nrimt QINI:UN

‘will still be sub_]ect to further
exploratton Approved annual
production. rate is, 1.5 million
wet metric tons (WMT ).
‘Based on the study of the
‘ Phﬂxppme Mineral Reporting
Code, the explored portion
of the property has proven
and probable ore reserves of
: 28 6 million WMT and recom-
em:led to extend the mme l:fe

ny I.vun.--. (LIRS,

ment that muist be issued by .

‘as ‘that “the project was never . areaofmore gn

Jie
as part ofthe 2015 pre-féas1bﬂ— “would! help Ty
1ty study. ° w0 of medlum a
Last August 2015, BN"I ac
q_utred for $50 million the
Southern Palawan Nickel Ven-
tuires Inc; (SPNVI), which owns .
at least- 90 percent of Ip11an
Nickel Co:ip S

15

d high-grade

saprohhc oreto l esteel market.

The; addltlohal production .
capamty would!’make FNI the

‘second largestp ucei of nickel
duectshlppmg oremthecounl:ry,
‘nextto Ntckel As:a Corp.

The J,Ipﬂan mine is| ee 40 In d separate disclosure, FNI
augmentm;he compan‘y- -8aid its operatmg subsidiary
erations in Surigac and double Plahnum Group Metals Corp.
ENI's yeatly production capa s1gned a contract.for. the dehv—
ity.asitis projected to produ ery two million\
upife threemllhonWMTannu- .ore to Guancg[f‘ g Century
ally on Full’ capacity. - Téingshan Nické] Ifidustry Co.

FNI earlier said puttmg, Ltd. at spot: pnce for the 2017
the Ipllan mine into operatlon mmmg Season. ’n b

\ the supply -
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: Two advocacy groups are call-
ing for an audit of the air qualr'
ty momtormg equrpment used
by-the Department of Envrron-

ment and Natllrral Resources S
_raising * questions

(DENR)
about their accuracy and cost-
effectlveness. T

. Doubts were raised over the
equrpments rehabdrty two "
days after the DENR released
air pollutron data in 'Metro
Mamla, which it said reached

“extremely ‘dangerous” levéls'

because of the fireworks and

‘ flrecrackers used during'there-

cent Néw Year’ s Eve revelry

| "We drscovered that most
of these expensive air monitor -
mstruments are: currently :not
properly’ workrng and some are .

even not, functionak anymore, T

Uruted F1lrpmo Consumers.and

Commuters. president Rodolfc’ '

Javellana sa1d ina statemenb
i The ‘Coalition .of Clean Ai
‘Advocates the Philip
(CCAAP)_alsq assiiled th
-SlOl,’mOf rthe., D.ENR'S En
mental Management Burt
(EMB) to use the long-path Dif-
ferential Optical Absorptron
Spectroscopy (Doas) system, .
rather than a point momtormg
system saying the former was’
“grossly d1sadvantageous to
the government.” ;
: Long-pathi ¢ devrces measure

air, pollutants along a path. Un:
der the Doas system, the pollu-.

tants and their concentration Y

are measured based on the1r
ability to absorb lrght oo

A point monitoring system, .

on the other hand, measures

exactly what the human body

would be iexposed to as if that

(person. is) breathing the air at

e

“The DENR air qualrty '
country—PHoro FROM DENR-

‘

I

quahly momtorrng (ben::ause)k it
is"expensive and limited i in'its
usefulness, Galvez sard

In a-Tecent press bnefing,
rDENR -EMB Officer in Chaige
Vand’ Assrstant Director Iacque-
line* Ca.ancan said the’ depart-

§ “ment was aIready consohdat-‘

ing the results of an mvestlga-

tion conducted last year on
2i1rh allagatiane

orlng statlon in Marlkma Clty, one of t
EMB . .

‘

She also pointed'out that the
. DENR’s 27 momtonng stations

natlonw1de cost P3 rrulhon each,

for a tot

'[ :sald the depart-'

ment would condqct an-inven- @

l'le 27 ch_ated_ac_ross
4 ‘

reach 50 percent of |the
{the official stressed,

1. Jean:Rosete also| the

bed

“Everythmg is| 4
foard*" added.Rosete, cH
the’ ‘DENR-EMB -ai} Q)

ief of

Management Section

tota.l,” .

Doas.
fuivialenit™

ualrty

. {)ATE UPPER HA|
i B v { OWER HA
'larrvrs

i
y
'
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_ BAGO ang lahat, munli

[oH

- nating binabati si

. Armed Forces chief of .

ataff, Gen. Ed Afio 'na
! kah

kahapon. ay -nakity

> matin ang larawan

dito sa Péople’s To.'

. night .hnbangj:tinge
. tanggap kay DND Sec-
_retary Delfin Lorenza-

{ al pa i
! an na alam natingnagda-

-Da ang
, na estrelya, .

Iianyan_gq’gka-ﬁ.

aga, ‘full gener-
ng ating kaibig-

i la hgskasiyahan hindi

lang sa kanyang pamilya
bagkus, sa’ating buong
Sandatahang Lakas, .

- Muli, mabuhay. ka,
Gen, BEd -at samna,

man, hehehg! ~ 7 7
I em R S

" Noong Huwebes:'ay
- nakabasatayo ngartiku. -

lo hinggil sa paniawagan. -
ng ‘Coalition of Claan Air

* Advocates of the Philip:

[— .

pines’ (CCAAP) na “im- k

bestigahan” ni DENR
Secretiry Gina Lopez

- 8ng umano’y bilyones ng_
_balagh ng mga ‘air qual:

WIEG

ity monitor na bikili ng

dalawang nagdsang ad- _hindi

ministrasyon na canila’y.
“palpak”. Sa. ‘madaling
salita, “\yalang!ei]bi.”

Sa ganang atin na-
man mgg kababayan,
ang tanong’ natin’gy ito:
Meren bang binili ang
‘Pangkat ni Noy, ras in,
“PNoy,”-at‘ ‘bagoiito, ang
gobyerno ni Madam Glo-
rid, na mga i quality
monitor?, Dangan.. kasi,
wala pa‘-akong. nakita
kahit isa, hehehel. .

" O baka - naman kaya
wala pa akong nakikita
kahit isa eh’ dakil- thma_
ang bintang ng koaligyon

.Da palpak nga ang mga
; magpakan...ton ka na-'

ito at “hindi angkop” sa
pattikular ng kﬁ;idi’s’yon

ng Pinas kaya hindi’na--
gagamit? . - - f

Ang mga. ‘monitor” na
ito, mga kabayan,. ang
siyang “sum}isul;m;”.; sa
‘pollution level’ za ating
apaligiran partikular na
dito sa Metro. ‘Manila
upang malaman ng pub-
Liko kung pawede pa‘ba
nilang “singhutin” ‘ang

-~

o
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hangin sa kanilang pali-
gid-0'i§a fia itong “lason”
na puwedeng magdala ng
mga sakit. at-kapag mi-
nalas, ng kamatayan. -
Kung totoo naman na
indi rin nagagamit ang
mga’ jto, ‘waste of tax.
payers’money’ ang tawag
dito naang ibig sabihin
ay simple lang ss wikang
Ingies pa rin: ‘graft and
corruption.’ R
palang walang silhi at
hindi: angkop sa'Pinas, -
“ipinilit” pa rin eh, baldt?.
Dahil’ pa“'mayroong “pa-;
dulas” o' “tongpats” 'sa,
transaksyon? -
Partikular. na naka-
tuon ang “ngitngit” ng:
CCAAP dito sa Environ. -
mental Managemerit
Bureau- < (EMB) . na -
umano’y nasa likod nj
sabihin pa ay -“masno-
malyang' ﬁfahsq]_céygn." .
Sa pahayag pa ng gru- :
po, lumalabas na -lang -
beses na nildng inirekla. :
mo ang transaksyong ito )
subalit; “dedma” lang ang :
DENR g2 napakahabang -
panahon, bagay na hindi |
natin ipinagtataks... - :
Sa laki kasj -ng.bu-

T

rukrasya“sig DENRSha ‘niya ito

harggang ngayon ay si-- |
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nasabing “oritrolade” pa
rin ngimgsa-‘dppointee’ ni
PNoy|(dahil hindi pa rin
sila ‘napapalitan), hindi

g laing rellamo,

At |bakit naman- nila
papayagan na agarang
mak'ax%ting.sa butihing
kalihis ang: reklamo
kung sila migmo ‘ang

“tatamaan” at hahabulin ;
sa kasong plunder sakal- |

ing mhagkaroon isang

malaliﬁ'gg’n at’ séryosong
imbest! 'g_ggxqﬁ',’ aber?

’Ymﬁﬂg&-lal?g,‘ayonjpa .
© ' orim; sallCCAA

+AAP, noong
Agostol'2, 2016 ‘pa nila
umane |Hakevsap si See,
Gina g "anila’y- dating
‘tru‘st;h:
board st
nangys
ngayon
Hmy
“nakalir
Sec. Gl
damin

balitwala pa ring
yari_hanggang
@;ai{nbesﬁgaéyon.
Autan™ lang n
na.-ang isyu sa
mga problemang
kinakaharap ngayon ng
DENR (kKatulad ng pag-
liliniz 5 ‘Laguna de Bay
at ang ';s_syu\ ng_illegal -
mining} kaya mainam na
balikan [at- busisiin' na-
nang husto,
B
Tym;i_.‘o Page 6

-
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AIR...

From Poee

- Kilos na-po kayo; mia-
dam secretary! Abangan!

'CARRY ON, GOV. OYIE -

Isa namang-isyir na
hindi dapat ikabahsla ng

'Novo Ecijanos ay’ ang

anunsiyo g, Ombudsman

..na_“sinampahan” na nila
. ng kasong katiwﬁlé‘an;.at e
i e GV A

kriminal 'si - ex'Gay
relio ‘Oyie’ Umali hi

barrel) noong siva.ay

" Ombudsman Conchita
~Carpio Morales ang
‘pagsasampa ngkasong
! “malversation! at pagla-
bag sa RA-'3019 laban
kay Umali, ‘pork barrel

Department;, of Agricul-
ture (DA) regional di-
-rector Renato Manan-
tan, Narcisa Maninding,
Anita Tangipek at Cora-

" zon, Bautista, ' -

_ i hinggil ' PDAF nobn’ nj Usiali
sa kanyang PDAF (pork -

+ para sa miga proyek-
toner mav-lrinalatwsae

queen’ Janet Napoles, -

fon ni Sec. Gina -

. 8a kanilang .

n. ;Harinawang -

mga proyekto -ang igi-
nagalang nwa lider ng
buong lalawigan, . -
- Ayon . sa “kanyang'
abugado'na si Af:l;y‘.k.Homl
orio Reyes, “nakahanda™
st Gob:na, harapin ang
mga kaso at “patunayan”;
na sablay ang:akusasyon:
ng Ombudsman. ;. ,
“Nakahanda si ‘Gov..
Umali na:humarap saan
mang hukuman at ahen-

. siya, higit.sa lahat sa

taumbayan upang ipaki-
ta na walang siyang li-
nalaman sa anumang si-,

" Uulitin natin: Nagsisi-

kalaban|ini- Gob "hinggil
isa isyu 1‘kg1tu}ﬂd;ng sa
kulungan na’ agad ang
‘bagsak hiya, aba'y hindi
dapat “f i ng
loob™ angrtalaksan ni-
yang mga: taga-suporta
dahil.an }ﬁroses;;j_Ohg'ligal
ay nagsisimula- pa lang.

mula pa lang po, mgaka-
bayan. | - )

. Sa, gdnang atin’ na-
‘man na it paano .ay

kilala' ang, pagkatao ni
Gov, O ersa -kanysng

anghinaan, ' ng’

Pagrespefor-at pagtulong
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matter) Mas mataasa;,lto kuihpm,g
air pollutlon_nii‘ong Dlsyembre i
smasalubong fing 2016. Ayon-sa Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), :
. mas mababa ang naitalang air pollutlon noong i
nakaraang t or dahil umulan at‘kakaunti ang i
nakapagpaputok Hindi katnl%d"

r%gayon na ;i
ganda‘rin naman i

bagamat uma%bon nagmg magan
ang panahon $ama gdamag kaya nagpatulm anj
pagpapaputok Ang uso :mula sa mga paptol
" ang niaging dahilan ng p. glubha ng air pollytios
4t magpapatuloy pa ito ‘gngga"t‘ walang ngipi)

ang pamahalaan; para ‘aipatigil ang paggraw
. at:pagbebenta ng paput i;
‘- g

|-~ I — R O L ]

a at manguna sak

i 'ng’g: l‘an kallk sau;‘(lahll sa air p
‘ ymga paputok tujvin
) sas‘apnt ang bagong tao 1. :
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ﬁollutlou, marami|ring .

sidente’ ng sunog, pag
‘dallrl, kamay at jpag

Sapagk ukod, sa alr
naplpmsg_r daﬁll sa‘ins

Mahigpnt an,g pagtut'l ni. Premdent Rodrigp

{ nagmg Gayor snya sa mahapan|
@'G‘émtg rin ang dapat niyang gawj
buong-bansa. Ipagbawal ang paputok sa suspno
A pagt iwang ng bago gtaon. _
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. Naitalang pinakamainit na panahon sa buong
mundo ang:nagdaang taong 2016; ayon sa Coper-
riicus Climate Change Service (C3S) ng European
Unior af US-based climate centre,

«~ :Saulat, nahigitan pang taong 2016 ang naltalang

Imt sa mundo noong taong 2015,
Ang Arctic region ang nagpaklta 0g ‘matinding
pagtaas ng temperatura habang mararhi pang lugar

'sa mundo kabllang ang mga bansa sa Africa at Asya

na nakaranas din ng maitituring na “unusual heat”.
.Base sapag-adral, ang global surface temperature

noong 2016 ay.pumalo sa average na 14.8 degrees

Celsius o 58.64 degrees Fahrenheit na mas mataas

‘| ng 1.3 degrees Celsiuis na mas mataas sa normal na

temperaturasa 18th century.

Noong Pebrero 2016, ang temperatura sa mundo
ay naitala sa 1.5 degrees -Celsius.

Tinukoyng mga eksperto angpag-lmtngpanahon

.| sa mundo bunsod ng stoking wildfires, heat waves,

droughts, pagbaha at iba pang kalamidad,
Maging ang -National Institute of Water and
Atmosphere (NIWA} ay inaasahang maglalabas na

-Jang nakaraang taon ang pinakamainit sa bansang
| New Zealand, (Noel Abucl)

BALITANG
ABR OAD

1 Janahon $3 DUong mundo Mey eGEnsfang akisawsa
ang Russfa sa U polls |

Pmammndxgan ng.
mga spy chiefag Estados
Unidos na mayroon si-’
lang malakas na ebiden-
siya na Jagpapatunay
ng pakikialam ng ban-

sang Russid sa nakara~- i

ang presidential election
para: matlyak ang panalo .
ni Presndent-electDonaId
Trump.

Ayon sa ulat, sinabi :
ni National Intelligence .

director James Clapper,

kumpiyansa ito sa re-:

sulta ng kanilang imbes- ;

tigasyon at nakatakdang :
isapiibliko sa susunod :
na linggo ang motibo ni-,
Russian Pres. Vladimir
Putin, - -

Idinagdag -pa .ni}o-

: Comey

: tsyu sa cyber vote hack-

aniyang mziy
kasaysa‘an ang Russia

Burean '0f Investxgatlon
(FBI) director James
t Central Intelli-
. gence Agency (CIA) Di-
rector . John Brcnna.n, si
Trump hinggil safiiga de-
talye ng lmbestlgasyon

Noong nakaraang
linggo nang patawan ng
sanction|ni outgoing US
Pres:dent Barack Obama
_ang Ru551a kaugnay ng

[IRERE]

ing, (NoqllAbuel

ETLLEN

- — e a?
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1 ydney, Australra—The future of ‘ener-
gy is'now committed to'an age of sus-.

tarnable energy, ushered in by rapid |
transitions to renewable energy sys-

; tems’ coupled with large-scale harvesting
. of energy’ ‘efficiency potentials: The Philip-

pines should fit into this infiagined Future if
we don’t want to be left behind: Presﬂient

' Duterte should therefore encourage and
 adopt a feflective rmndset ‘to drive the
_,countrytoward this direction. - S

" M. Duterte promised qualrty life for all

Flhpmos envisaging: ai: lndustnalrzed
. Phlhppmes One of the unportant thmgs
' about being a relatrvely poor and. trailing,
' but hopeful country like the Phrhppmes is
“thatwe are prowded w1th a blrd's eye’ wew.

of what we want to ernulate—and more

'1mportantly, -what * we, want to. sk1p

Mr. Duterte’s gaze on: Ch.rna coul
bring about this vision. + * 77
‘China currently leads the: global effort

‘to  transition. towatd - sustainable  erler-

gy—replacmg coal-fired power plants

" with ‘cleaner energy, at a.faster pace The

results are far-reachmg reduced air pollu-
tioni and.reduced emissions: The ongoing

“Chinese - energy transition would ' only

make today’s cheap ' coal-fired power

‘ plants stranded assets in the near term. -

If Mr. Duterte is seficus in speedmg up

: Philippine development,; e’ can’apply’ a
. leapfrog mentality that would totally skip

coal-based~ development, and emulate

f Chma in its energy transition: .. . .,

A’ sustainable. energy future offers

S S A . i

R

ture 0,

% EF hgu u i

I}IIMMENTAIIY |

LAURENCE DELINA

1

JERA P - : g :', .Jtl; . n
development and climate' dmdends for!
present and future generatrons ‘of *Fil-:
ipinoé: Development dmdends mclude
domestlc energy secunty, ‘which is/Key i in;
Phlhppme socioeconomic- development
clithate dividends are made through te-!
ducnons in chmate changmg greenhouse
gasés, rmmmrzrng future 1mpacts in an’
already-chmate disrupted’ Philippines. ‘r"'{
A low-carbon development pathivay"
powered by sustainable energy is ’techmcally
and econormcally possible, ‘A Stanford Uni-
versity study envisages .a; 1oo-percent re-:
newable- nergy poweredlworld om com-
birled wite; wind and sunshme energy sys-
tems. Thi$ research includes a v1s10n for a
sustamable energy -future’ “for tHe" Ph.lllp- '
pmes, suggestmg that we can tap our renew- !
able redourees using exlsi:mg technologles
which continue to reducein pnce while cre- '
ating new jobs and reducing’ alrpolluuon. i
~“Key'in our sustainable energy Ieapfrog:
is ‘the creation of a regulatory ‘and invest-
ment chmate that would: support rapid de-
ployment of ‘sustainable’ energy~ technolo-:
gies, especrally for small and medrum-slze .
enterprises, cooperatives, and ordrnary Fil-
ipino houseliolds This means: providing in-
vestment security through scthemes suchas,

-feed-m tanffs reducmg lengthy perrmt and |

JLL._.J___.

i

‘in en rgy production. It's
thée ergy market for more players, not]ust

'powerjed by Sustainable enetgy.

,8)7

lrcensf processes; des1gmng i
nancl.l‘rggmechamsms, and s engthening
capacity: We also need to|revysit systems
and :Fstrrtutmnal arrangemen ] that dls-

courage the parl:rcrpanon f sipall players
ime|to open ‘up

for bigestablished energy q orporanons
‘Mt 'Duterte could gazq at 5 '
well- ecogmzed country in terms 5
tainable energy Germany fegd-in tariffs"
guara"lteed prrces for 20' years, crltlcally
provi mg ‘investment secprity especrally
forl aller mvestors such'as cd operatrves
It ha also pnormzed these little' guys
powe ]overthose of ener' comoratrons; _
Tl{ase are riot prescriptipns put encoiit-

i

agements. Our ability to ggze 3t others; to
make ense of how they did|it, and to’ lmag
ine hoW to.replicate them are vital, but oiit"

abili *Lto create. an alternative| path is far
more |i mportant. The forces of [the market
and e ‘physics of the climate system are

stron lypomtmg to thispath: a sustamable,

low-cdibon development pathway wholly |
This transi-
nities for all .
s it L

tion’ offers new ‘opporty
F111p1 os We should not mi

Dr, Laurence Delma (Idefinai@by.edu), from |
SouthJCotabato is a sustginability scién- ,
tist a ‘Bostonl Unwersnty, here he leads. :
the fliture of .energy research project.-
"Straf:}ﬂg:es for Rapid Climate Mitigation: !
War mobilisation as modpl for action?”
(Routlledge 2016)is his lategt bqok v

e
Lpﬁ...,._..__ = -— = v
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“BMB tiead appointéd to UN bod

. By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON i
) sc1ent1f1c advme to the CBD’s
:Conference of Parties or'COP.

Department of Envuonment
and Natural Resources-Biodi-
versity Managernent Bureau
chief Thefésa Mundita Lim
has been, appointed to head a
United Nations committee on
~ bicdiversity conservation.

Lim will serve a two-year
term at the UN Convention
on Biological Diversity (CBD)

as the head of the Subsidjary -

Body on Scientific and Techno-

10g1ca1 Advice (SBSTTA). .
SBSTTA is an intergov-

ernmental body that gives

e —

The Canada-based CBD

is an’international legally-

binding treaty with three main
goals: conservation-of bio-
diversity, sustainable use of

“biodiversity, fair and eqmtable

sharing of thé benefits aris-

ing from the use of genetic

resources.

’ Envxromner{t Secretary Gina

Lopez, who endotsed Lim
to the post welcomed the
e

appomtment' and called itla #
recognition"of 'the countryl
efforts to coﬁsé‘f{re and prote
its biodiversity. 1

“Tt would allow ‘the Ph1l-

-ippines to show how its b1 :

diversity programs can be
efit humanity. Bzodwerm?y
is the wealth of the plane
In the Philippines, our ain
is to eéxplore biodiversit ty.
in a way that benefits tl}
surroundmg commun1t1e
Lopez said. = l‘

. impleinent the

‘ dlvermty conse

ST

advise and ra

" thé COP’s othet
“assessment of
" biodiversity ar

sures taken tq,

‘Necessary.

' Lim is a gra
erinary medid
University of
and has been
wildlife proted

Pluhppmes

3 ’ LR
’y S
o

As SBSTTA T

the status of

\d dther meal,
=101 ces§fu11y1-‘
con| entzon, if%f
.jl'
duate of vet:.0
ine| from the:t
ne Rhilippines)
championings4
tion and bio-

rvation in the

i




