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ROUBLED WAT‘ERS With the Metro Manlla skylme as backdrop, ﬁsh peﬁs are amongrthe serrous threats confrontmg Laguna de Bay for decades. —PHoTO!

InL Laguna, only towns with .« Itis now a matfer of “delay-
slaughterhouses and the bigger ing carlsiderably” the deteriora-
cities owri treatment facilitfes. . tion for the lake to.be used for.

In R]gg_l,_ except for San Mateg,a ' generanons to come, she sdid. neés' 'as-usual attltudeﬂand ap-
concession T‘-a of Manila Wa- « " Presented with the govern- ( proaches [in solving;tfie prob-
ter, none of the' lakeshore towns menfs solutlon

. L . Hshpenoper-  “lems of Laguna de Bay} is just
has“lt's owptleannentfamhty .. ‘ators’ alld ﬂshermen ‘welcomed reauy. gomg to be unsus[aln-
- “I'm so fistrated that we're the - mterventluns ‘but  cast ;

building solmany roads like  goubts -on . their lmplementa-
there's no toimoriow {yét} WETE fon. D
not ' building "’ septage. tanks: : charhe Tan,aﬁsh pen oper-

That's jiist like putting on make- ator at' Bmangorian_'towu in
up’ mthoutita.kmg a shower -Riz ie

first,” Luna said,

o touns'-‘ vennites. with' t:raders'
Laﬁedeath Co 'hnlhng st

¢ “One thinf that people have
to understantl is that all lakes
have a life ¢y le. The more rain

carves'inty’ the 'soil and: pushés- . -;i'in,élekéya, a na‘ nal group of

that SOll lntO e. lake, the fa.stel' . f'ishe en, Sald the govemm8nt T mme e T e———

it will go, Eventually, all lakes ‘sh ult_i_g‘flontxzefthe welfare of . :
w1lld1e,"she $aid. ’ B

_.,_.w-—-——.-———u-.-__“,,,...,_. s - ——————
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. Partmulates are the deadli-
est form of air due to their

B9 (recorded a_ abilify to penetrate deep into

air pollution " _the lungs and ‘blood stream,

R
iy ?‘uetﬁ(ljlamla during the °

last New Year’s Day revelry, .

com ared to 2016

!

. causing permanent DNA mu-
.tations, heart attack and pre-
'mature death, accordmg to the

e DENR Environmental ‘World Health Organization.

Management Bureau {EMB)
said its six.air quality monitor- |
ing stations in Metro Manila ,
recorded high particulate mat-.
ter of 2.5 (PM 2.5),.an indica-

tion of high air pollution, start-;.

o

The Philippine Clean Air
Act of 1999 sets the healthy
.guldelme value for total sus-
.pended parhculates (TSP), one
of the measures for air pollu-
tion, at 230 ug/Ncm per day.

. The: momtormg statton at

‘1ng mldmght of Jan 1 2017

[P

is Day

By ELI; !eETH MARCELO \ e
De La Salle:University on Taft | ug/Ncm onJan. 1, 2 f@ .
Avenue, Manilarecorded a - The Taguig station § % %

of i448.ug/Nem (uucrograms
per normal-cubic meter of ajr)
as;of 12 am.-on Jan. 1, 2017
compared to 385 ug/ Nem on
Jan. 1, 2016.. g

“The stanon in Paranaque
recorded 433 ‘ug/Nem co
pared to 307 ug/Ncm on Jan
1 last year while the station at
Ateneo de Manila University

- in Quezon City listed 369 ug/:
Ncm on Jan. 1, 2017 from 1|84

‘i 'Veldez said while there was

a slight drizzle:on the evening

-of Dec. 31, 2016, the weather
-improved by .midnight, en-
- abling :merrymakers to light

up their firecrackers.
“Last year, it was raining the

. whole night. This.year. there

was ho rain, That mainly: con-

¢ tributed.to the higher level of

air‘pollution this year,” he said.

. He added the: level of air

- pollution has been slowly go-

A mg down since Jan. 2. -

Meanwhﬂe, Valdez ex-

P ST AWt X

‘easiwhiere firecracker use was

‘324 ug/Nem on Jan.

Xty

from 117 ug/Nem on Jan. 1, -
2016; .Valenzuela station, 285
ug/Ncm from 237 ug/Nem;
and Muntinlupa station, 175
ug/Nem from 110 ug/Nem.
“Before the beII rang.for-
2017, the air quality remained
stable, but it 1graduaﬂly spiked
up by midnight,” Environment .
Undersecretary Arturo Valdez'

'sa:d ina press conference

o Tﬂ'!’.""

pressed theDENR’s full su :_, '

port:for the Department of

Health's proposal for a total

firetracker ban."

“We are supporhve of the :
efforts of the DOH to fully ban |

the:tise and sale of firecracke
duting New Year,” he said. -
He noted that although th} :

- have yet to receive full reports

rovincial stations or-at-

from !

totally banned. during Ney:
Year, Davao Clty has recorded

lower Ievelsof a1r polluhon T

Ji BT .
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Revel,_r%-_
‘very dan

By Anna I.eah E Gonzales -

- HIGH pollutlon Ievels Rit major
cities in Metro Manila as millions
celebrated the start of the new
year last Sunday, the Environ-
* ment department said yesterday.
Based 'on the ‘data gathered

from various air quality .moni-_

toring stations in the metropolis,
many of the cities were monitored
as severely polluted durmg the
early hours of Sunday. :
Asof12am. of Jan, 1, the imoni-
! tonng station at the De La. Salle
 University in Manila recorded a
- PM2.5 level of 448 micrograms
per normal cub1c meter (ug/Ncm),
whili polltition levels in the cities of
. Parafiaque, Taguig, Valenzuela and
Muntinlupa were 433, 324, 285 and
© 175 ug/Nem, respectively. *
The Department of Environ-
. ment and Natural Resources said
' that PM2.5, is a micro "particle
" matter ‘that causes - hazardous
smog, was a major pollutant:
. -+ As-of 2 a.m. of the same day,
- the air: quality ‘monitoring sta-
© tions in Pasig City and the Ateneo
de Manila University in Quezon
City recorded PM2:5 Tevels of 397
_ and 369 ug/Nem, respectwely

[ VU

@caused
gerous
MM pollution -

The PM2.5 levels in the cities
mentioned fall nnder the category, -

of extremely dangerous.

DENR said this means it is no -
longer deemed safe to. go outside

without wearing a face mask.

The healthy guideline values: '
for PM2.5 is 25. ug/Nem annu- -
ally and, 50 ug/Ncm for 24-hour .

averaging.. .

DENR. sa1d however ali staq

tions have reglstered higher levels

of PM2.5 compared to last year S

festivities.

On regular days; however, such \ .
as in the month of April 2015, .

PM2.5 readmgs in selected air
quahty momtonng stations are:

generally 16wer valués: DLSU"
with 7 to 182 ug/Nem ; Paranaquelj'

6 to 18.ug/Ncm; ‘and Muntmlup
with '8 to 42 ug/Nem. j

The DENR attributed the high =
pollutxon levels to the continued -

use of fireworks and firecrackers.
by New Year revellers. -

“This ' was .the  reason whl‘,

DENR . has been supportive of the

proposed ban on firecrackers aud:.
pyrotechnics display,  said Assis
tant Director: Jacqueline Caancan l; ‘
officer-in-charge. at the ‘Environ- -

mental Management Buréau. !

R P
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i i
raveldeeplymtoa person ‘srespiratg
‘f ."‘an .
medical ‘conditions of people wi h asthma or. |
eared iﬁ%’a%’ﬁ(aancan added i -

Unwersny ‘
V :of448ug/
T agmg,wﬁh

e

S &vz .5 comparedto astyeal‘sfesnwtles
ulardays hﬁmr,suchasthe month
S OfAD! I‘2015'P_M2 5readmerco dedinselected
i, ualtymomtonngsta bnsareqerierallylower
wvaluestin the ranges 3 J\.;_' U, with 7 10

atahg ’.‘dz

ementarySchooI San Pedro; Pateros; 3bon
Pol’ftﬁﬁ Instltute, Malabon Cltg;Elb‘&'\rtir'ﬂé'fﬁ;h ity .
IS;@K et, NavotasC‘ ity; oh‘% Hase*
puuﬁcf CAARoad L"ésta

%

ieline Cadrican said.
h“%“gNR-EMB rg@i%nalﬁoﬁtces regularly
monit ﬂnepamcu’lates USRI 2.5, along

it "_‘oth%npollutants Wthe‘alr s
i eQENSSUPE%; aglme:f&% ‘s to reduce m:m

: R
0 it ’Plazg]l-lardm Mart!me lgijﬁéd- .
dltiun il ga_r?t,glaluyong City; P i Cormpoy, ound

N ombAnd,

the ., -and, PmaglabananShmﬁ!g ,ﬁ%g_a:, B




~ INIHAYAG. . ng
partment, of Interior

and Lotal Government
(DENR)-ng:tumaas ang
antasfing-polusyon sa
hangilt/ssipagsalubong
ng‘Bag,ong: Taon sanhi
0g ‘paggamit: ng mga
paputok.g ¥

. Ayon kay DENR
Environment  Manage-
ment Buréat (EMB) in-
charge assistant director
Jacqueline - - ;Caancan,
batay sa kanilang moni-
toring stations:sa Metro
Manila, ay. . tamaas ang
Particulate., Matter 2.5

Ang maituturing na
ligta§'pa ay-na PM2.5 ay
dapat'nasa: 251 Ug/Nem
kada taoh:at 50.Ug/Ncm
sa loob.ng 24 ofas;
Marami ;sa  mga
lungsod sa:. Métro Ma-
nila ay, umékyat ang
lebel ng ‘polusyon nang
maghiwalgy ang taon
noong araw-ng Linggo.
‘Sa. “moniforing sta-
tion ng: DENR. sa may.
De La’Salle University
sa Magynila »ay naka-
pagtald® isa> Particulate
Matfer2:5 level ng 448
© micrograins*pef normal
* cubic jmeer {Ug/Nem)
habahg ang polusyon ng
hangin ‘sa Paraffaque ay-
nasa 433; Tagiiig ay nasa
324, Valenxielajay nasa
285 at sa Muntinlupa ay
nasa 175 Ug/Ncin,
Habang, ang kali-
dad ng hangin sa arca
ng Pras,ig‘) City na nasa
PM2 5 levél 4y nasa 397
Ug/Nem "t 'sa ' Ateneo
de  Manila"“University

NArM R AT nea I EN FTOS

ibhang mapanganib.
Tqntang=na *hiddi ligtas
na Alim4bass g bahay
nangewalange faceamask

Q
bibiggsar
polusyon, .
- ‘Kung" ~ikvkumpara
s’ reghilar’ na araw at
Wilang -okasyon, maba-
balamang’ ang: naitata-
lang PM2.5 level sa mga
nabanggitma [ugar,

i Maituturing na
mds . mataas, ang Antas

ng yoii_sa_hangin
ngayorig - pagpasok ng
201 ?’-‘kﬁlﬂpa!ifa_' sa taong

2016,

I ""Héjfﬁa""‘ ;
Caancan: na‘ ang ‘patu-
loy .na - paggamit ;ng
mga,:paputok :ng pub-
liko tuwing sasapit ang
Bagong ,Taon. ay nagi-
ging, sanhi ‘ng' pagtaas

‘Tig antas ng poluisyon sa

hangin. -~ - 7 .

" Tinukoy pa'ni Caan-
can~na ‘mapanganib ‘sa
kalusugan ang -mga
nasisinghot na - hangin
na may-halongzpulbura
ng mga: papOtSk' g na-
kakaapekto “sa -baga’ o
réspirafory shg.gtao ldio

Pevngg L Wi
na sagigd may; hika! o
may sakit sa puso.

i Malitig " iginiit * ng
DENR na suportado nila
ang” pagbawas at: tuluy-
ang hindi-na - paggamit
ng.mga paputok, tuwing

sasapit. ang  Bagong
Taom, -.. - = L
", Sa - kasalukuyan

ay. may 13 .air quality
monitoring ‘§tations ang
DENR sa‘Métro Manila

dbatiggit na ling- -
‘ay nasa: kategorya -

Nangangahulugan -

|

ip Jadg? flong at
g; h}hgﬂlﬂd‘ ng
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CL.lPPlNGSi

MM ﬁlay pmaka-marumi_};i ng
“hangin ~DENR

g Plnakamatmdl angﬂpo- T Slnabl ni Caancan;mas -+ * Danhijl dito, pag"aaralan
lusyon sa :hangin sa Metro mararmng gumamit-nga-. _;an DENR na irelomenda.sa
. Manila-sa; pagsalubong.ng  yon taon n% mga f foun;aln o7 DILG;na isama [ in-5a-mga’
Bagong. Tagon,npong De- k;éaalaw dahil narin-samatins ipagbabawal atlkampanya,
cember .31, 2018, - ding kampanya ng l;% e ang p g%‘ amit ng mgapallaw

Ayon ito sa Department - Jaan kontra paputoig{ Igla A1 uwing New ' Year Ipara sa -
* 6f Environment:and Natural asturnindi namanart girgok ! kapakanan ng|Kal
. Resources (DENR) batay nalikha nito nanagpaungkadf‘ 'mamamayan ’(Ang:e ela‘
. sajsinagawang .air monito- sa-polusyon sa hangln RN .ruz; 3 .
rm% ng DENR_sa kalidad 7~ | Aot
angm noopg New Years ! i

Ayon sa"TEnwronmentat '
Management Bureausng -
! DENR, ang ir pollution sa
Maymla ay umabot sa 448 |
" micro gram pér under normal
“level, 433 microgram sa !
Paranaque, 324 microgram i i
- sa Taguig, 285 microgram i . ;
*saVa erizuela at 175 micro-
.gram sa Muntiniupa.
Ayon kay Asst. Dir. Jac-
: queline Caancan ng. Envi-
- ronmental Management
. Bureau, di hamak na mas
mataas ang air pollution sa
. pagsalubong sa agong ta-’
" on. Kkung. ikukumpara ito-sa !
mga nagd,aang taon, Lt

i
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'DENR pushes for total ban on fire

HIGH pollutmn levels.
hit major cities in Meiro
Manila at the start of the

New Year last Sunday. -

. The Department of
Environment and Natu-
ral” Resources (DENR)_
$aid ‘that FM2.5, a micro
particle miatter that caus-
eshazardous smog, wasa

%or pellutant. . - .
asedonthedata: gath- ‘
ered. from various air.’
quality monitoring.sta-
tions in the metropolis, -

" many of the cities were:
mcﬁnltt:gtzld as sﬂe]v:raer}y

ol uring the

gours of the New Year,j

“ doting, stations in Rasig, -
‘As of 12 a.m. of Jariu- "City ‘andthe' Ateneo- de' * istered higher levels. of ﬁreworks and fis

High level smog hit- MM in.New Year”

aryl the momtormgsta-
tion at the De La Salle
Un1vers1ty (DLSU) . in
Manila recorded a PM2.5
level of 448 micrograms
er normal cubic meter
ug/Nem), while pollu-

f.'.I.OIl levelsin the citiesiof o

Paranaque, - Taguig, ~
“Valenzueld;and Mungglél
lupa: were: 433, 324,

and 175 ug/Nem, respec.

_ tively .
B!
da.y,

m of the :5ame
theait: quality 1 moni-

" Manila Umversﬁy in Qu—
ezon Cityrecorded PM2.5
levels o
Ncm, respecuvely

The PM2.5 levelsmthe
cities mentioned fall un-

, der the category- -of X

tl_:emely dangel:ous,
“rheaning, it is noTongér
safe to go outside with-
‘bt wearing a fdée mask..
The healthy guideline
values for PM2.5is 250g/
“"Nem annually and 5¢ug#- |
Nem for 24-hour averag- "

- ing. Al stations havéreg=

397 and 369 ug/

PM2.5 compa.red
yeax's festivities.
-On regular day
ever, such as in the
opranOlS PM32

,to 'last
s, how—
'month
Sread-

ings in‘selected air quali-

tymonitoring stat;
generally. lower:
with. seven to.1
Nem ;-Latanaque;
18{1 g/Necm; and )
lupa rith eighit

Nd!m )

‘the l'ugh pollution
to the continued;’

&
5 to latest data from -the' -

s * “World Health Organiza-
—tHon (WHOQO). Cory Masw |

ionsare:
=DLSU,
32 ug/
51X tor
Viuntin-

~ecrack--

LOWER HALF

VES SERVICE

ecrackers

érsby New Year revelérs: -

. This was precisely, the .

reason why the DENR has

beensupportiveof thepig-
ban on firecrackers

and pyrotechnics display,

. according to Assistant Di-
- rector Jacqueline Caancan, -

officer-in-charge at the En-~ -
Vironmental Management

. Bureau (EMB).

Air pollution accounts. '

for one in eight deaths

worldwide - approxi-
mately sgven. million
deaths in 2012, according.

tinez and Jun Logaspl: |




DR BILOMPESD.
 AIR MONITORING SCAM

 ENVIRONMENT and Natural Re-

- SOUrCes Secretary‘-Gina Lopez has

. oonsumer.andoommmergroups-for :
. the immediate audit and ‘no-nons-"

been pressed by _envitonmental,

. sensé investigation on what hey.

. alleged as anomalies in_“roughly: :

" illon pesogwiorh of airmonitoring

+ {he alleged a_rgmalous:ﬁurqhése:_s-

* reqularly by its 0
. Management Bureall (EMB).

* equipment putchases.” -
‘ ihesesaﬁi‘e‘gmupmaimed
made by thE

v oA

gpartment of Envi-

. ronment and Natural Resources
5 negatively impacts on what they

also said as massive inacguracies

.inDENR's ‘regHime’alr quality mon- "

 itoring reporii-fothe Fillpino people

. that are supposedly being issued

These revelations carne about

after the racent-New Year's.eve’
0 official§ of the-
Coalition of Clean Air Advocatésof -

celebration when

the: Phifippines (CCAAP) and the
United Filipino Consumers and

Environmental

Cofmuters (JFCC) tevealed an
“unhealthy and hazardous air qua-
- Ity forecastfor Metrg Mantiabased
on New YVear's-celebration; after-
mth air quality monitoring: made
by EMB. L
" *This Is'a clear case of graft
- and corruption. We are question-
-ing a total of roughly.a bilion pe-

ihat... 805 worth of purchases of g qua-

Tity montoring instrunents or equip-
‘ment by DENR (ina given period
- ottime) after discoveringthat these

same air mionifors where pur-

S 3 gross disadvantage
p e..go_v'erhmem.”

despite evidehces” gath
._mesesarqseairqualitv?rfpnitortypes
-may eithérbe obsolets or was al-

UPPER-HALF

LOWER-HALF

edthem:- . . ¢

Worst: is.ihe fact that wa:also
discavered that most of these ex-
pensive gir.imol

{puréhased f Tnationwide use by -
DENR)- currently are not properly ¢
working. and-some are even not :

funclional anymore.”
According to

»E)B-pirchased 8 Differential Op-; .

tical Absorption 'Speciroscopy or:
a DOAS system. .~ S
\This s atype of air quality mon-.

itoring ‘system classified as long'

path devices (meastires absorp-, |
tion alongd path and not a specific ,
point) in contrasto he corhmonly
usjedppint-rjionitoﬁng.syslemworld_-, .

nitor instruments ;

GCAAP techni- .
- cal CO,r\sultant.Emm‘an.ueI‘G‘aWez, o

I!d_B;_-.-‘, .y T i
| “Thig DOAS system is not suit- -

meniladng our air quality.
‘Eveninthe United States there
reaimost no instaflations that use
pﬁOA_S- system for air quality
monitoring due to the fact that itis
‘expensive.and limited in its use-
fipess,” he Said.

* 1" The UFCC and CCAAP said:
a again are now appealing to
geretary Lopez to jmmediately
nd seriously investigate all these
allegations concerning the pur-
[P s

c;hase of roughly a billion pesos
yorth of air quality monitors as
je are determined to seek legal
clions before the Office of the Om-
pudsmar against those who might
e involved whether by acts of
comimission of even acts of omis-
8ion... -
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ere’s to remind.
Envxronmentamii
Natural
Resources Secretary |
G1 4 Lopez. that
rmenial protection
is not all about mining.
It goncerns: the whole
world we live in mcludmg ,

ingjdentally, the means by - :

clef,in
Right after the. atmospher e was‘agam smot.hered
in gargantuan proportrons of pollutants courtesy of

‘ flrlebworks exploded in'welcoming 2017 officials of
! the,Coahtlon of CleanAlr Advocates ofthe Pluhppmes

(CCAAP) and the Umted Filipino Gonsumers and
-Commuters bared an alleged anomilous purchase

perpetrated by the Environment Managetneiit Bureau

Resources amountmg to about ¢ a billion pesos.
Aecordmg to GCAAP, technrcal consultant

: Emmanuel Galvez “EMB purchased g Differential

! clgss1ﬁed aslong path devices (measures absorptlon '

Optreal Absorption Spectroscopy or a DOAS system.
Wl'pch cost the taxpayers a cool bllllOl'l pesos.

1g'he DOAS (dedicated outdoor air wstem), Galvez
sajgd, is-a type of air quality momtormg system

' along a path and not a specific point) in contrast to

the common]y used. point momtormg system

wgr]dwxde P
bArr pollutlon momtormg, Galvez iavers, is about

. the concept of exposure and the’ questlon that needs
: t he answered is how much exposure a person is

sul;ueeted to? And contrary to thé DOAS system,
int monitoring system which is now wxdely used,
late.. the action of the human body.
Therefore, the reading from a pomt monitor is
r{,gptly what the human body would be exposed to
as,jf that human bemg were breathmg the air at the
égptormg station.” . ;
“dalvez explains the DOAS system is not suited
for use in the Philippine ‘setting based on our

 country'’s unique needs in monitoring our sir quality.

Tn in 'the, United States there are"almost ng
stall

ations that use a DOAS system for’ air quality

E |Actually, Galvez said
that as edrly as two
years ago, they have
'?rarsed the concern
regardmg the use of the

DOQAS when they wrote
n DENR secretary
Ramon " Paje.
: Ur’fo“rtunately, fhothing
“eame - out “of their
»cdmpla'mt “Galvez
laments = '

" Afew months back Galves said their group met
with Department of Envnonment and Natural
Resg;ll:ce‘s’ (B NR) lSecret ?y Gl‘r‘fa Lopez and
relterated‘ the’ safiie commpl 'lmt o her and -she
promrsed them that this tlme there will be no-
wh1tewash” i ‘the case but’ ‘sadly'again nothmg
happéﬁed to the isshes they tyer‘e Faising. E

"UFOC president Rodolfo “RJ” Javellana alleges
the purchase of equipment’ not--suited: to the
Phrllppme %ettmg may“censtrtute graft and
corruptiori.* RS AR RN
., “Wd'dire questlomngatot ( ughly Pl bllhon
worth oi" pitrehases of all“ q:ualrty momtormg
instruments or eqmpment by DENR(ina gwen penod
of trme) after discovering }that these same’ ajr

| AR

monitors where purchased at the 'gross disadvantage
of the f‘luhp’pme governmient)? Javellana stresses.

A avellana adds hrs group i also questromng the
motwe behmd the past aetrpn of some EMB officials
in dec1dmgto purchase DOAS of ajr momtors despite
evidences hathered that the ‘se same alr quality
monitor types may erther be'o solete or was already
phased’out years: ago before DlnNR purchased them.
" "wiorst is the faet that w ‘also ‘discovered that
most of these expensive arr]momtor instruments
(purchased for nationwide use by DENR) currently
re not’ properly workmg and some are even not
functional ¥ anymore In MetroLMamla the air quality

momtors i question are not eyen enough (lacking in

_ numbers) th give avery credible ! and complete picture

or results’ on-the! real air’ quality situation in the
"claims Javellana.
"I sllana even dares Lopez to ijitiate a probe

tokg'eth riv(lth an mdependenithlrd party of experts,

letfus 1dent1fy, locate and opent one by one these
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By IONA’I‘HAN L MAYUGA L @;animayuga

TH the failure of the local
government umts&(LGUs)

Y enforce RepublicAc
9003 or the Ec:ologlcal Solid

(RA)
aste

Management Act of 2000, af official
of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)

said there is no other way to solve
the country’s, garbage problem but

through the adoption of waste-to-
energy (WTE) technolog1es

‘While the DENR contmues-

Envuonment Undersecretary ;!
for Foreign Assisted and Special i
Projects Jonas Leones told the
BUSINESSMIRRORthat 1nlmew1th :

_ Pres1dent Duterte'spolicy chrectmn,
the DENRis explonngpartnershlps
in pursuit of WTE projects.,

. Leoneslikened WTEto “hrttmg >

two birds with one stone; "He sard

problem, but will also help-“ener-
gize” the country and lessen the.
country’s dependence on coal-frred
power plants: . 7"

9003, but with appatént little
evrroca Qama'lncal afficialsin |

Energy from wast

w1th Dutérte's s plan toitddress the

i loommg garbage crisis n the Phil- ;
"\ ippiries, copsistent w1t 1'thé DENR-

to

l
l
i
b ;
l
!

s

;" and Natmnal Solid Waste ‘Manage-
ment Cornm1ss1on s (NSWMC) plan
" to. promote WTE usmgr advanced
- technologies that hirdle env1ron-
.;mental standards 1;“:
} % mThere s already a u1del1ne on
“WTE. Notallmcmeratmns arepro-
“hibited by law,” Leongs stressed,
n51qt1ng that there aré incinera-
tion technolog1es that complywrth

. { dloxm {missions star dard

té promote proper solid-waste

managementas mandatedbylaw,

. Leones said, the DENR is also ex

plonng partnersh1ps with Japan,

" andiseyeing 10 newWTEpro;ects
o thrs year. .

" The partnerslnp between the

_ Philippines and Japan for WtE co-

' operation wassetin motionduring

itwillnot onlyaddress thegarbage‘ " a visit by Japanese environment . .

"‘ management practicés in' the two

- . officialsin Mamlalast November,

The two! countries are eyeing
WTE cooperatmn in Quezon City

- | and Davao,City as potentlal pilot
. Leones added that ‘the Ph1l1p-; ;

pmes hasbeen promotmg p)\;operf‘g :
waste management s1nce theRA" |

sites and aré mullmg over 10 more

pro;ects this year.

‘;,ment of Japan prop osed to.pro- -

Japan's Mrmstry of Environ-

hava wire minister for alobal

'ment, led by Shlgemoto Kaji- .

"fhe President .vi srted Japan '
last Odtober and brou ght -home 12
major Japanese invéstmentsworth
P8o.73 billion. These jnvestments

| are expected to generate 250 000‘

" jobs for Filipinos. = "
Thefirst env1ronm]ent dlalogue

~ "on waste managem nt between

* the’ Phlhppmes an lJapan was
held.in October 2015, wherein
“Hoth’ countries agreed to identify
‘model areas to pronﬁlote coopera-
tlon between Manila and Tokyo
: on ‘waste managemeht

. Since then, joint workshops on
? waste management Jetween two

S countnes, to deepen understandmg

c’ountrles, were held ‘
Durmg ‘the dialogue last No-
vember, the Ministry of Environ-

' of the current s1tuatfon of ‘waste-

!

"vlde a comprehenswe support,
rith Quezon City and Davao City
as miodel cities for WTE togeth-
er w1th Osaka ancl Krtachushu,




STRATEGIC COMMUN

UPPER HALF

LOWLER HALF

to the claims of some non-govern-

‘ mentallorgaqi‘zai:ik_ms:(NGO‘é);cit-

ingthecase of Metropolitan, Manila

© Development Authority V. JanCom

Environmental Corp., wherein the

- Supreme Court stated that “not all
. incineration violate the law.”

“Incineration [technology]

' that complies with emission

. standard is ‘allowable,” Leones

" gsaid. He added that over the

" years, the DENRhasbeen invest-
ing on capacify building.

“We now have a laboratory that
can measure dioxins/furants,”
Leones said, referring to a diox-

ins/furans (D/F) laboratory at the
DENR’s Environmental -Manage-
ment Bureau (EMB). -
~ “In the ruling of the SC, niot all
 incinerations are bad and are pro-
hibited by law,” he said. .

NGOs, suchasthe EcoWaste Coa-
lition, stiffly oppose WTE, saying
that such technology employs waste
incineration, which, it insisted, vio-
lates the Clean Air Act. ‘

'The EcoWaste Coalition was
‘among the many groups that
supported Duterte’s appoint-
ment of Regina Paz L. Lopez as
DENR secretary.

“In our statementin June 2016,

we expressed our hope that Gina

would opt tojoin Duterte’s Cabinet
~so she can safeguard-our natural
resources from wanton destruc-
tion and 'stop peddlers of false =

~ climate and waste ‘solutions’, in-

cluding thermal waste-to-energy -

technologies, frommakiriginroads
 to the/new'government,” said Ail-
‘een Lucero,national coordinator,

" EcoWaste Coalition.’
“We expected that the DENR

would terminate allundertakings

) t‘h‘a'f are'inbreach of the incinera-
" tion ban under the Clean Air Act

and the Ecological Solid Waste -
Management Act, and suspend .

the development and implemen-

vinaling and en-called WTE facili-

—’—’ Th

tation of coal power plants in the

—& Incineration-technology] - - -
.. that complies with emission
standard is allowable. We now have a
laboratory that can measure dioxins/

furants.”—LEONES.

~ yet to rescind the pr_.‘d—incine_fa— :

tion . guidelines adopted by the

'NSWMC, which, she said, brazenly

promotes WTE.

-

“If not repealed, this would |

* open the floodgates for burn or
thermal waste disposal teth-
nologies, undermining the coun-
try’s efforts to sustainably'ad-
dress our discards, which could

* bereused, recycledor c*o_x_fqus'te'd

I" PUR R TR )
instead of being incinerated,”.

she pointed out. .. c
“WTE technology that burns

" discards is like a Trojan horse: it

“may look state—dfithq'-a"rt': and in-
offensive, but, ir‘1 i.'"e'ali_ty,_ can be a
very costly ventuye that can cause

harm to public health 4nd even to

" thélocal econamy,” Lucero warned.
. TheEBcoWaste Coalition, Stop
WTE Alliance and allied groups
in’ environmental and climate
justice movement hive said
that “it will be reprehensible to
squander massive amounts of
‘public funds to construct, op-

. erate and sust’ain_ WTE burners
. when simpler, job-creating and

safer solutions exist as specified
in RA 9003, or the Ecological

" Solid Waste Management Act.”
“The threat of wasté incinera:

© * téts is more real today than be-

fore, especially with the public-
relations success of thie waste in-
“cinerationindustry todeceptively
"package WTE as power plants
vathar than ae waste-disposal

mTrrdderebraressanpyarsn e s nannananan ety

- “WTE ‘_'~'i's’,\'_i§he most expensive
scheme for "g_e‘nerating electricity
that jis costlier to build, operate

and”maintain compared to coal

and/nuclear-power plants and the

vari fc}‘ﬁg,_rehéwa'ble—energy sources
as reported by the US Energy In-
formation Administration,” the
grolips pointed out. :

- 9If will be unconscionable to
bunn discards, as this will deprive

podrindividuals and familiesand .

small businesses, many of whom
form partof the under-recognized
and underprotected informal
waste sector, of useful materials

for| recycling-based livelihoods,”

ICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE.
DENR, renews fush (or wagle - To~ €nelyy
colution o addrs weban garkagp woes
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Shooting Straight

By BOBIT S. AVILA

s

CebuC1ty’s embarrass'ing
garbage problem

‘With the Christmas Season
soon to be over with the celebra-
tion of the Magi a.k.a. the Three
Kings, in Cebu however, we will
only be shifting gears for the up,
and coming Feast of the Sto. Nifio
de Cebu. While we would be
holding a weeklong celebration
for the Sinulog Festival, however == —
there are only two main events that millions of
Sto. Nifio devotees would flock to Cebu City, the
solemn procession with the original statue of the
Sefior Sto. Nifio that was brought to Cebu by the
Armada de Moluccas of Ferdinand Magellan and
the rowdy Sinulog Festival on Sunday on the 3rd
week of January. :

1 gathered that certain events of the Miss Uni-
verse Pageant would be held in Cebu, I still have to
check out the venues and times that this would be
held. So we expect a very busy January. However
the question to ask is... is Cebu City ready to hold
its Sinulog Festival? If you looked at our potholed
roads one can say that Cebu City is not ready to hold

its Fiesta for the Sefior Sto. Nifio. If you checked

out the traffic congestion on a daily basis, we are
- barely holding on. These problems are mere start-
ers, the bigger problem can be seen on the streets
and sidewalks of Cebu City... our garbage! What a
major embarrassment for Cebuanos! o
Yes, the biggest problem Cebu City faces today is
uncollected garbage made-worse by the closure by
the Department of Environment (DENR) of the Cebu
City Sanitary Landfill. This has never happened to
Csbu in the past. More than 20 years ago, I was the.
chairman of the Infrastructure and Utilities Com-
mittee (IUC) of the Regional Development Council
(RDC-IUC-7) and at that time, Cebu City needed
a place to dump its garbage. With the help of the
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) we
constructed the Cebu City Sanitary Landfill. But this
had a shelf life of only 20 years. Somehow it has
been extended, but in the end, the DENR decided to
shut it down last November with Cebu City totally
unprepared to tackle this problem. '

This wieek, the Cebu City Council had to call for
a special session to come up with a new contract for
a privatejcompany to haul the city’s garbage out of
Cebu Cit}. But for most part of this week, Cebu City
residentsihave been plagued by uncollected garbage
where most residents place them on the sidewalks or
strééts inithe most unsanitary way. Unless he fixed
the garbage problem soon, Mayor Tomas Osmefia”
would get the ire of his constituents. Hopefully this
week welshall see a solution to this problem.

Meanwhile, the province of Cebu will soon embark
onits first Suroy-Soruy Sugbo of the year 2017 heading
to the Sotithern towns of Argad, Bolioon, Santander.
Samboan, Ginatilan, Alegria, Moalboal, Ronda and
Barili. They call it the Southern Heritage Tour that
starts on January 18 to 20th. It’s a three-day, two night
tour into some of Cebu’s nature sites and waterfalls: -
that has become a top tourist destination. o

- The Suroy Suroy Sugbo was the brainchild of

former Cebu Governor Gwen F. Garcia, now Con-
gressman of the 3 District. This is one lasting legacy .
of Rep. Garcia that allowed Tourism to include that'
farthest reaches of the Province of Cebu. Previous to
the holding of the Suroy Suroy Sugbo, the famous
Cebooom focused only in destinations found in
Metro Cebu. This project brought a new sense of
pride of place with many Cebuanos and now we are
seeing new tourism destinations south of Cebu City.

* * * -

NITIATIVES SERVICE
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" NON-PROFIT watch group on toxic
chémicals-gchasta Coalition hailed the

] passmg‘ofthQDE_cgmber;};deadlinefO'r'
the completion of the three-year phaseout
period for ead-containing architectural, i
household and decorative {AHD) paints as

| a*ictory,forchildren’s health”in a state-

2| mentthigweek.. .y

. “We welcome the national banon . ¢

L. lead-added AHD paints as their removal .

from trade and commezce would help
reduce amajor source of childhood lead
exposure and resultin healthier Kids,"said -

Coalition's Project Protect. -
"We congratulate our paint manifac~©
" turets for taking steps to reformulate their -
AHD paint products in compliancewith
-the govemment’s Chemical Control Order-:
{CCO) for lead and its compourids. Ihfact,

paint makers have gone ‘lead-safe’even
before the 2016 deadline;’ he added. ™~
" "W thank the Philippine Assodiation

1 “of Paint Manufacturers and their past and
current officers for supporting the Indus- -

compounds,”he also said.
Department of Environment and Natu="
. ral Resources (DENR) Administrative:Order
2013-24; slgned by then Secretary Ramon ‘

lead-safe paints. - N .
Section 4 of AQ 2013-24 stated that the-
| “yse of lead and lead compounds shall be..
strictly prohibited in paints with miore than
90 parts per million (ppm) threshold limit -
beyond three years {2013-2016) for AHD-.
applications and six years (2013:2019) for -
industrial applications’ ~ -+

of che'miq‘ﬂs and t_lpi!pld the| peoples rights

Lx
i

"¢ - Thacountry’s lead paint tegulation is

Thony Dizon, Coordinator of the EcoWaste

‘Boysen and Davies, the country’s topTwo -

'try's shift to more eco-friendly paints with
no heavy metals and low volatile organic

" Paje on December 23, 2013, established -
the guidelines for the country’s shiftto -’

R

“The policy is a milestone in the coun- +
try's efforts to achieve sound management.
T .- 1. BEN KRITZ

Waste watchdog hails, -
phaseout of leaded paints

) bodang
tohealth and to a healthy environment,
Dizangaig: -

also recognized internationally and is

. < among the four case studies featired

. in the“Toolkit for Establishing Laws to
Contrabthe Use of Lead in Paint;t along

" withithespolicies of the European Union, -
Uruguay and USA. The toolkit is a product
of GlobalAlliance to Eliminate Lead Paint,
whRdiffides the DENR, Pacfic Paint

(Boysen) Philippines; Inc., and the EcoW-
aste Coalition among its partners. -
#Thia CCO for lead and'lead compounds
is furthpr:acknowledgedfas oneof the
achievements of the Aquino administra-

- tionhithe arena of priority.chemicals
pul!'cy;: I?ig?n pointed out,noting that the
last €0 g1 polychlorinated biphenyls was

> promulgated in 2004 during the Arroyo

- adfifistration. o
- A(CDJs.a policy issuance on “priority

- chemicals that the DENR determined to be
reguiafil,phased-out or banned due to

the sefjausrisks they pose to public health,

workplaceand the environment.’

- SR iterte adrministration will be
remembered for enforcing the 2016 and
“2019 phéise-out deadiines for lead- '

-+ contajning paints; Dizon'said.

o ehﬁqér[)"E;ﬁR machinery, particularly the
EMB;for ensuring that the phase-out tar-
getsare ef_fectively enforced:and complied
with beginming Jahuary 2017, e sac.

" Aeconding totheNafional Report on Lead

 inNew Enamel Household Paints” published

in 2015 By the EcoWaste Coalition with IPEN

*(aglobal cvil society netwark promoting safe

chemicals policies and practices), while lead
- exposurelsalso Hamfulto adults, lead expo-

sure harms children at much lower levels, and

the health effects are generally imeversible
andcanhavealifelongimpact” s - -

§9 Z[_J_lﬂ?m
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e thank Secretary Gina Lopez and the

MUNTCATION AND INITIATIVES SER

EHOLD PAINTE. [

n OUEEﬁQironmental advocates . o
celebrate the December 31 dead ot thefinal phase-out of af non-industrial.
paiit containing lead. Waste wa g Ecoaste Coalition said the Philippines’
program to eliminated eaded paint has beenacknowledged as among the
world's most effective. ECOWASTE COALITION pPHOTO -
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g I N hesaid. |
N v By ELIZABETH M; BCELO L Valde‘z"’said the operations
‘ The Department of Environment and Natural of fish ‘pg:égs_inLagu'na de Bay
ill star are considered illegal since Jan.

‘Resources (DENR) will start dismantling fish pens
in Laguna de Bay this month; Environment Under-
secretary Arturo Valdez said yesterday,.

Valdez said the agenéy areas where they wo_uld gtart
would meet with officials of .

the demolition:. " ]  pens
theLa Lake Development #This is the,final meeting. can be d;sm'antled anytime,
Authority (LLDA) at the latest - :

: We will definitely start with he said.
- by next week to identify the

1 after the permits of operators

- expired on Dec. 31.
“We have imposed a total
“ioratorijtin on the renewal of
permits. This means fish pens

the demolition this ‘month,” How;‘xirér, Valdez said they
#

 Fish pen; yperators are [oc-
cupying 13,000 hectares of the
90,000-hectare Laguna de Bay,
according to. the DENR. The,

would give fish pen ‘opera-
tors a chance to harvest their.
produce before dismantling
the fish cages. He said some

_operators voluntarily dis-

mantled their fish pens last
‘month. : ;
He said the DENR ,would

. no longer entertain appeals to
_extend the operations of fish

pens “unless President Duterte

. said otherwise.”

lake’s capacity allows only a'
maximurmn of 9,000 hectares{for
aquaculture. = . b
* Data from the LLDAshowed
that there are 1,018 legitimyte
fish pen and cage operatorsin |
Laguna de Bay while 2,261 are :
unregistered. ,
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" Rizal;and Metro Manila flooded, " RrCied e .
.+ fér months. More than 400 peo- %W:%i; “m“! P
e oo o e pmare
_-hgmes.l . B o pande Development Corp. (com-
i . Upogediof Ayala Lan {'Inc., Mega--
rworld - Corp.; AD itiz. Equity
! Ventures Inc. and’ SM' ‘Prime
' Holdingsnc.), San Miguel Hold-

Ondoy wake-upcall |
__ The ‘massive flood was: A,
. wake-up call to the government. .-

" At the height of the storm, the' . AR 2% Al
X L - i"ings CoIp.. and Aﬂby Pavi Han-
water level in the lake rose t0 * s “"LLEDP |~ Consor-

13.9 meters (the normal levelis . o 4
10 mgters_)._T,his-was the highest '~ uuglrh e".a‘?{fffd‘i’t‘:;g eveﬁi:ually
since.;‘gjz-wheri_ the watet lgvel - :"=f'ailed-‘anc:l not a|single flood
. Lo I . réached ‘14 meters durinig A . sl o S A
4 w IR | storm and- “'submerged r;t_i,cigt.. i %..frczontll.'.gls'tr_uc.tull.fe ml‘sbullt.“ '
o ' BN L asm— .i " parts of Taguig City; The high- /0 g v P ST
L aauna de Bay i e o e v
" Laguna e Bay Lo ters iniglg: < L tion Address in ?illy lﬁst yeér‘
‘ T S Then'Ere_s_iid‘entGloriaM‘aca-__L : (5 , !

T, ~ Y e i Aaca- . pracidént Duterte said he want-
ingrave peril . i kel B e
‘  rnablitaionof Laguna AR | sonland converion SRl

D iard the end of her term, | O SECE de ay abated. .
Afrroyo."jenfetéd into an Pi85-" .. Mr. Duterte 2 _dp}cl.cec_l e
billion lake rehabilitation Pro: . vironmentalist and mItng OB
© ject with a-Belgian company, ip,onent._Gma Lopez to head the
‘ Bhggerwerken ‘Decloedt: en.’ Depart:qent- .°f ﬁ;'fjnmronment
s Matural Resourcgs (DENR), the
agency that supervises the La-
guna Lake De elopment Au-
thority (LLDA). | =~ C

BINIAN CITY-—Bayani Enriquez has hap-
py childhood meémories’ of swimming -
and fishing in Laguna de Bay in the 1980s. -
Now, the lake is weighed down_ by
shanties, fish pens, illegal seclama
industrial. pollution, sewageyand sefis

i Ll
mentation. The challengeis howsoon'the . Zoon. - ‘
government can implement its rapid re-. e project was supposed to
habilitation plan before things get ' '§@  cover the dredging of the 7-kilo- .
worse. —sToRvaY MARSS OMeo 1y Aa " meter Napindan Channel. (the.

T Tl SR By NP he. " ButLopez isnot very much
- PN lake's “only outlet to Manila . . LI N

‘B"M!ﬂ“fc‘m": g | Bay), dredging of a7o—kminaqti‘_-‘it.: ‘!Etgres,»t?d o dredging and

@maricarcincolNQ SR cal 16l t:onstructiox'i of 12 ] dikes, ' . said " 'gnv;tonmental
- - channel, €0 ! fawyer Ipat Lung, environment

 (Last of three parts). - ferry  stations, and rehabilita” - v 5ie'yndersecretary for legal af-

A tion of wetlands around the n fairs T
- - laké: 0 - . ' O
BINAN - CITY-—Bayani. En-: A " : - o “You'll be s ending like P11
riquéz, 54, grew up by Laguria | - But what would have been yoyion to P18 billion; only for
dé Bay In-this city i Laguind . one of the country’s “mOSLAM" " g gl to pile Up-again after a
ay oty I agune . bitious” flood control projects ! o to phe p-ag er
. ptovince, Back in the 1980s; he . R .7 , few months. Shie {Lopez) does
: often spent time with friends fell through after President Be- - 1,50 coe that as along-term sol
ofien spent dme with JieRle | nign Adune B0 O e A
ldke’s unob: trﬁctedwgte::'s‘ T o10 and ‘ordered e - deal | 7 At rr::s_ bg‘. d member of
Butx Ch of the open space shetved: G  the vate T 1Takmgm erva
_ Bu much o e open space L a0t technical [ report; - - he private a3} Lake onserva-
j§now gone, with shanties occu- Miﬁt%ﬁ%g'sai d the areagtobe’’ “tion .. 'Center I' In Batangas

pying the shoreline, he’ said. It A et a rratter of. ‘province, Lung was tapped by
also never occurred to himhow . ‘ ::llffg f.;:;flslgl VJ:S; q 2nfir§:'fte:ﬁ°§ ', the DENR fot] a 'multisectoral
the lake, which gave him some ! i ! up silted. © o559 rehabilitation plan for the
/ . . again because of heavy defor- . next Six years 1ToK |

sense of calm and security,

would become a publichazard. -

...Qn.‘SeE_tmzﬁ,.zonkTropical.
Sﬁﬁ)ml “Ondoy” (internationd™
rame: Ketsana) hit parts of :
sbuthern and central Luzon, .
dumping an, unusually heavy,
amount of rainfall (455 millime-
thrs) within a 24-hour period.

* ‘It was inidday. Enriquez and

his wife were going to market
when rampaging floddwaters |

estation‘and soil erosion. . -

. I . , “;lf oL
" Expressway dike peoject * i, :'LLDAmaster plan

in. 2014 ~his adminisiration’s || pagin Master Plan 2016 (an up-
supposedly: biggest PUBLCDI- ;" dating of the 1995 master plan)
vaterpartnership: the Pi22.8:-DI- 1, gageribed by|Luna ‘as “more
lip1i Laguna Lakeshore Express: DR iy .
waviDike Project N RR RN technical [and] less inclusive.”
wayrUIX Ject. ;1 <. “[The ‘quéﬁgtive of this plan
Dly-. - js to make a huge and observ-

 The dike would not o

:serve flood mitigation purposes

hutalso cr -km express-.". . coha e .
ralso create a 47-km eXpress-.. of the Laguna!;.ake,'f__Lpnasald.

e . This plan sits alongside the ~
 Instead, Aquino ann__pqgcegi_ 1, LLDA's 1o—jr_e "3;1:._a?guna de Bay"

' able dent in the major problems -
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“The plan 1dent1t'1es key is- - '

sues that need immediate inter-,
vention. These are the over--
crowding of fish pens;, illegal:
reclamation, industrial pollu-,
tion and domestic sewage; pro- :
liferation of water hyacmth
and sedimentation. o

*“[But] I think an urgent thmg S
to'do is to [conduct] d study to | carry|ng

seé ‘what_really is the carrying '
capacity [of the lake]—not just,
[in. terms] of fish cage absorp- '
tion but how much’ agncultural
-runoff and domestic sewage
goes into the lake,” Luna said.-
During the dry season, the’

lake’s average depth is 2.5 me*’ L
tets (4 meters during the wet' j,%“ x

season). ; Thls is much lower.

than what it used to be several |
decades ago ‘'when the average
depth was around 8 meters, Lu-

na said. . .

- { According to the LLDA the
rate of sednnentatlon increased
from 1.03 centlmeters per. year :
in 1938 to 1,20 cm/year by’ 1997.
This meahns that at the rate it is
going, the lake could become
shaliower by another meter in:
the next century.

-

An urgent thlng to do is to [conduct]
a study to see what. really isthe
capaclty [of the Iake]—not just
« [in terms] of fish cage absorptlon but

how much agricultural runoffand '
domestlc sewage goes mto the lake.

AR .- IpatLuma .

.. OIC Undersecretary for Legai Affalrs, DENR

" laws.
i {oit of 5,882 companies m

St
. lishments—a’ fast-food restau-
Tant and a salon—wer;‘e 1ssued ]
cease-and-desist orders for vio- ;
- lating the effluent standards for :

: ?"andhéaﬁy metals and toxic pol-
" lutants are present in the'water..-:

Acosta said the Philippines

lacked' an mtegrated sewerage
system. = !

.In Europe, where there isan -

. goes into Lake Geneva." The_
rsame goes for Lake Michigar i in

. the United States.

“While big water concession-

. ter, Co. Inc. are providing

: mtegrated sewerage system, he .
" said “not a single drop of urine -

aires'Maynilad and Manila Wa- -

, wastewater treatment services, -

‘they only cater to concession

. areas or only.about 15 percent of.

‘lakeshore communities, Acosta :

said. e

‘have their own primary sewage
treatment facilities, also wolate

In 2015, D
 charges against 163 comp:

tored) for water pollution, i+
That same year, two ‘€S

On top of those, illegal recla- ~ wastewater discharge.
mation contr1butes to the shal- S o
lowmg of the lake : No relocation |

“In- 2015, the LLDA- filed 21 "

cases in the’ Tagurg City Reglon- :
al Trial Couirt against local gov- 1

ernments for reclalmmg por- - §

f the shoreland The total
?t?cralrsetljand area coversi 000 ha, j DlRTY DIP Children. enjoy adipinthe Iake, seemlng unmmdfui
. ithat it has become a glant septic tank of Iakeshore -

of which 9,200 ha'are in’ Lagun |
province, 3,670 hia in eral and

rcommumtles

L |
“The estimate is that at least

" But rather than resort to -a

" massive resettlement program,
* the'government intends to keep ;

the.settlers where they are now

‘implement "strategrca]ly'efﬁ-x

w

1,130 ha in Metro Mamla !’ The LLDA-opene d—two bam- {crent and low-cost technol :
oy boo nurseries' in Calauan and half ‘a"iifllion- [people] are[dls pies” like the nse of cofntiosts
Sabo dams .. Lumban towns in Laguna and chargmg raw . sewage into;the téilets, biochar {charcoal ‘used

To atrest the rapidly in-| had planted 327’235%?_‘1&%535

' creasing  sedimentation, Luna: 01.-2015. )
said the government plannedto "’ L
build sabo ‘dams around the ‘

lake. .
Sabo dams are concrete

flowinginto the lake.

“axtensive' bamboo greenbelt”

to absorb!”excess; agncultural '
runoff and create ! ' greenery

T awemrn

tion =.of rehahrhtatlon“”
structiires meant. to control de- — = —_—

‘pris and, large amount of soil

Stourism‘is rea]ly afune-
said |

Nereus Acosta current LLDA

: general manager “HOW can you

- Lopezis also considering an - open-up areas of the lake or the:

" mountains in"Sietra Madre, or

Talim Island, if the 'state -of

- degradation’ makes 1t unattrac-

tive?”

~ Class C (the hrghest category,'i

lake"‘The rest of; them [mayﬁ'
's]’sept&:r ta.nks but’ [these]
are’ not maintained and [are
ma‘bw#'dﬂbdgmg ‘raw
sewage’ [into: the water] " Luna
saidi .. IL e
Af least 80 percent off« the':
pollutlon load comes from do-:,

mestic waste, Acosta said. o 5 o

Water quahty is consmtent

Classiajis potable) meaningitis. |
sultab!e _ -only- for fisheries/and™
recreatioft. iesaid: ~ . od ot

as soil enhancer), and wetlands
to control septage. - W

She said the remaunng emp-
ty spaces on the ‘shoreland
would be planted with bamboo,
“so even if it looks like a slum
Now, ‘creating greenerywlll con-
trol the sewage discharges.”

-1+*It will be prettier and you
“will “have ecotourlsm Luna
said. f

Under the Nanonal Sewer
age and Septage Manageme_nl
Program (as mandated by. the

s and build medium-rise: houses?gf
I} forthem around the, lalge R
¢ %% Lunasaid the DENR planned
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In Laguna only towns w1th -

slaughterhouses and the blg? r
cities own treatmient facilit
- In Rizal, except for San Mateo, a:

concession area of Manila Wa- -
ter, none of the Jakeshore towns

has its own treatment fac1hty

“I'm so frustrated that we're

building so’ many roads - like

there’s no tomorrow (yétfwe’ ) -

not ‘building septage ‘tanks:

That’s jiist like puttmg on make- -

up without ‘taking a’ shower
first,” Luna said.

LIt Is now a matter of “delay— ;
mg con31derably’ the deteriora- |

. tion for the lake to be used for:!

generatlons to come, she said.

e Present

. ment’s SOl‘I.lthIlS, sh pen oper-:*
- ators and ﬁshermen welcomed *
the mtervenuons but cast;
_doubts on -their 1mplementa-

. tion. ;

Charhe Tan, a fish pen oper— '

ator at Bman' nan town in ; ¥

Rizal, said' the,aquaculture in-*/
dustry could coexxst with eco-'i

!

poor ﬁshermen over busmess
and ecotounsm g

Acostasa.ld “To ha‘ye abusu— .
,‘ ' niess-as-usual attitude’.
th the govern-. 1.

D
B
LR
3E

proaches [in solving th .
“lems of Laguna de Bay
really going 'to be 1
-able.’.’ nlNQ )

L H

ATAU TUE AN
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The fixst half of 2016 saw

 The first half of 2016 saw the Department of En-
vironment and Natural Re

sources (DENR) focusing

on-protecting the country’s wildlife and its habitat

as well as taking steps to counter-the ill effects of

climate change,

- During the early

year, it declared a 612-hectare

roperty in Misamis Oriental’s
agsaysay town as a ¢ritical
habitat for hawksbill sea turtles, - -

The property brought to

more than 6,300 hectares the.

total area declared protected

in Northeastern Mindanao:to ’
ensure survival of endangered .

marine species.

~‘Then environment secre-
-tary Ramon Paje said the-

Magsaysay Critical Habitat for
Hawksbill Turtles (MCHHT)

activities such as quarrying,

mineral exploration and ex--

traction, as weil as logging. .
“This is to protect the nest-
ing sites and population of the
critically endangered -hawks-
bill turtle along with other

wildlife species listed ynder =
‘Republic Act 9147 or the Wild-. ',
life Resources: Conservation :
and Protection Act,” Paje said,
Thelaw mandates the DENR |
 toestablish and manage critical
habitats in areas located within. :

its jurisdiction but outside ‘of

the protected areas (PA) listed:

under RA 7586 or the National

Intégrated Protected Area Sys-

tem.(NIPAS) Act of 1992,

- —— O N b

art of the  ;

Ve

" The LFBPSiwaé:meant to

- provide accurate information
“on. the' status of PAs covered
“by the NIPAS Aét. . . .

Paje said the technology en-

abled: park rangers and plan-
-ners £ access and share critical
- information in real time. -

* !Thesproject’s system oper-

- ates a web-based, open-source
“software called CyberTracker

for data collection and the spa-

- tial monitoring angd repotting

tool for data analysis, map-

- ping and report generation,
is protected from business -

Data can be transferred to

- Google maps and other tools

for creation of reports and to
facilitate decision-making; De-
cision-makers at the regional
and national level can easily

~access Lawin patrol reports

generated at the field level.
Project Lawin was devel-

.oped by the DENR and: the

- B+WISER or biodiversity and
watersheds improved for .

i stronger economy and eco-

,‘ slzstem resilience program of
t

e United States Agency for
-International Development.
In the same month, the

*DENR marked the ¢elebra-

 tion of the World Wildlife

Nav with tha 1nmuailing AF a

T -

f, the

e e SR Throu—g; the covenan
- Pajenald the statue reminds ! Philippines vowed to join g

everyoheiof:the country’s sup-
portfor global efforts against -
elephant poaching and {llsgal
lvory trade: It now stands at
the 12’@ ‘Aquino Parks arid -
Wildlifé Centerin Quezon City,

DENR’s BiodiVersity Managh
ment Bureauislocated. . " |+

 The statue aims to enhanice
Fublic._awaréness and support :

or worldwide efforts agaibst, :
illegal wildlife trade in cog‘na '

pliance" with-the (country’s

‘commitment.to the Convén- !
tion o International Traddin

Endangered Species of Wild |
Flora and Fauna (CITES). |~

' The Geneva-based CITES is
an internationaltreaty forged
in'1973 to regulate commerdial
trade. of certain wildlife spe

e~
cies. including: the criti'calily as DENR chief, she ordered an

- audit of the mining operations "
- and monitoring of 150 14001

endangered elephants. .
. JParis 'signing |

the Philippines signed t
landmark international ‘cli- .’

Almost two months ,Iat?,:' ‘_

mate agreément forged jn ¢ +97der'to make them at par

Patis in December 2015. -

thé Paris afeoid coincided.

.. with the global observance bf)' |
"~Eatth Day on April 22. - i
"+ Bormer ‘president Benigno!
Aquino IIT authorized Paje to- -

sign the Paris

At around
a covenan
reduction of. greénhouse gas '
emigsions was being helcF t
the DENR gentral ‘office iln‘; :

agreement.” |
e same time, |

s X

QOuezon Citv.

e |

The signing ceremony for with

tsigning on the -

. 8lobal effort to plant 7.8 billion
- trees that would absorb carbon

.emitted by industrial plants
and vehicles, S
. Before Paje turned over

~the he 'ofltia . the'DENR leadership to his
where the headquarters of the. ' successor, the agenl:éy had

!, imposed a new regulation on

theiskuance of environmenital

+ compliance certificates (ECC)

for new mining operations.

" The regulation was meant
to ensure greater transpar-
ency and accountability in the.
mining sector. Only entities or:
corpdrations included in the"

. overnment-issued mineral’

production sharing agreement |
or the financial or technical !
assistance agreement would !

- be issued ECC.

- "When Gina Lopez took over

certification compliance.
- Lopez said all mining com-
panies should be certified in

th global standards, The |
crackdown on erring mining :
companies had begun,

Lopez suspended, eight '
mining firms over allega- -
tions of environmental ciimes; . -
violation of mining laws and 1
non-compliance with the 1SQ, "

.requirement, i



TRUTH

STRAT

E

| & A 7‘ _._ __“Ll' i ] m .- i Y. “ o
LGIC COMMUNICATION AND INI

5

_;Qiﬁmmn

r‘)\pgA‘-—q—.
T PAéEé

UPPER HALF

LOWER HALF

IATEVES SERVICE

MMhﬁfW%%WL-,h

< These firms are the Zam-
bales Diversified Metals Corp,
Benguetcorp Nickel Mines
Inc, Eramin: inerals Inc, and
~ the LNL Archipelago, all'in
Zambales; Ore Asia Mining
. Development Cor'lp. in Bula-
can; Berbng Nickel'C
" Citinickel Mines and Develop-
' ment Corp,, both in Palawan,
. and the Claver Minerals in
Surigao.del Norte. - R
* The mining audit js com-
- Posed'of 16 teams of technical
- experts from DENR and other
overnment agencies such as
- the Departiments of Héalthand
- Agriculture as well as from
: civic groups. R

try, 20

"Atlas
orp. and

Of the 41 metal mines cur-|:
rently’ og;fe':"aitin" ' in the coun-|
failed the audit and|
have;been recommended for|
suspension, - . . .2,
Of the'eight suspended
mine; firms, seven: were sus-
pended even before the audit
was conducted and three oth-
ers were issued suspension
orders that were upheld by the
audit team. . -, .,
Eleven,.comp’qnies

assed

‘the audit. These are, Philex

Mininﬁé.‘orp., Rio Tuba Nickel,
Aining Corp,, Techiron
Res. Ing;, Cagdianao Mining
Corp,, ﬂ‘agaﬁitoiMiningCorp.,
PlatintifirG fqup’Mgtals‘Corp.,
Greenstone Resources Corp,,
Philsaga Mining Corp., Pacific
Nickel 'Phils. Ine. and Claver
Mineral Development Corp. .
Lopez said the companies
that failed .the- audit. have
submitted their explanations.
The DENR will review. and
evaluate these in-2017. . |

¢en nonched from the wlldl

- Inthe past decade

L

N

— Sl

Endanger'e_.dfpa‘_rn'golms;'_ ; - L | .
The world’s most heavily trafficked mammal i v i i .
ST ' No reliable global population . iets ar ites = g

. - estimates. g_utdr_astic ‘ Daeit ants, termite Scales

locdl declines Behaviour: . 7
T ‘dPC“me“t_Ed Solitdry, nocturnal. . - g
- c I L !
o Digs lohg'burrows - -

to hpngt_ea:_mit,ps o .

and for'shelter oo .
T b, ' . Jél

Cancilmb trees . N o -
Gl o oo Easy to cateh for- Made ffom keratin, -1
Good swimmer, |, illegal meat the substance that -—.
T d medicine. v
Sa geen and, T ¥ also forms human na
D e market hairand nails """

T . ST L ") 7 3 '- T , - A
P Vo e oy o '7/3::)))))‘&}% Saught on the black. -
T IR s _ﬁ,j'!%,\z‘,:g%ﬁ D) . S S+ mar etforsupposeiq;
W. Increasing demand for ... e PR N T VY & > .. medicinal benefits N
“their mut‘lnd‘bod¥ parts N R NI : nE

ts fuelling H!egal‘hun‘fng ' \:puln'g{traqe[rpn mother S_tall‘ Y
[ v ¢ e ey s neerrnres R te e aeraa, berery

~ Morethant_%mlogt . e . :3
‘ elieved to have e N . .
o B Source: CITES/s_‘avepango!!ns.prgﬂUgN B ® ¢
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"MAITUM, ' SARANGANI—
.Farmer Gibson Badal on Tues-
day got the surprise of his life

" when hé saw a large b1rd in his
.vofarm in Barangay Bal:ran here.

K As he came closer the bird,

Jabr.\ut a metér tall 'and with.

: blue-gray eyes, did not move an

inch. It appeared wéak, he said.-

. - The farmer decided to bring the

.

bird back to his home, in the
ksame village. -, - -
“The bird tumed out to be a

4Pln11ppme Eagle (Pzthecophaga;
Jeﬁeryr), a bu'd-of-prey found in,

“the.country’s mointainous rain-
forests and once:a, prized catch

‘for hunters. The Philippine Eagle

’has since been declared. an en-

dangered species because of its

dwmdhng populatlon.tn '
‘Upon the suggestmn of his
nelghbors, Badal, 26, sard He de-

. . cided to sell the bird.

U e
L

But then a resident of anoth-
er village, who was visiting
Barangay Banan on. Tuesday,

i, warned Badal 1trwas s unlawiul to
| sell Pluhppme Eagles

“The ' bird* i§ a ;protected

anpriee ? Alver Maaci ‘a friand AF

FAHMEH STIIPPEII FH[IM SELI.INE:T
JlWENII.E PHII.IPPINE EAElE

half in minutes. ‘Caasi szuf"' :
took the eagle another day to
finish the. chicken, . '

"On Tuesday, Maitum. Mayor

-MAITUM INFORMATION OFFICE - - -

I I

Alexander Bryan Regamt septa
team to Batian " to secure the:ea.- ’_ ‘

gle from Badal’s care. N R
. Reganit also notified |the .
Philippine’ Eagle Center | in,

Davdo City, whosé personnel :
accompanied the team from '

DATE UPPER Hat
5’AGE LOWER HAL

Maitum ‘town-and brought the L

raptor to the center

Edgar Calderon, park’ mam—- :

tenance foreman of the Com-

- muinity Bnvirénmert and N tu- ‘
.Ial.Resources Office in Ma1tu‘m,-= '
sdid the‘eagle is a juvenile and -

estlmated tobea yearold,
" He said 1t could have stra red

- from: other eagles in the fordst-

ed area of | the town, partlculc_rly
Mt Busa, ‘and its nest could be

within a 5}(110meter radius

fromwhere ftwasfound. - |, . .
Jayson Ibaneg, . Philippine ;

Eagle Foundation conserva en :

drrector, said- if was not the rst

time that eagles were seenin
the wllage He sald he sawa pan'

i Dadklnen  =oelad s 1

rd
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j 'j'.“'ﬁspemes the Phll:ppme-Eagle
.-._.when they visit:Davaé City

- acan
" ‘ordered government: -agen-

‘ mg of the page, j'mt

By Erlka Saulor

i Y

Followmg an outcry from‘
wildlife conservatlon gioups,
Miss Universe - candldates

. will not be smmmmg with

the - “butanding” " (whale

‘ shark), like what some did in

Oslob, Cebu, accordmg to the
Department 6f Tourism. Ne-

. tizens and environmentalists

have cr1t1c1zed the OsIob ac-

! Hivity,as 1rrespons ble and a
. bad tourism practt

i]’a.n 10. Malacanahg has

FROW i

B:y Erika Sauler
@erikalNQ

The Department of Tourism has
crossed out swimming with the
“butanding” (whale shark) from
the itinerary of Miss Universe
candidates due to outcry from

-wildlife conservation groups. -

¢ The candidates, however, will
get to see another endangered
species, the Philippine eagle,
when they visit Davao City on
Jan.1g.

¢ “We've already spoken to the
environmentalists who raised
tl'}eir concern and we've told
them there won't be anything

about the whale shark It’s no’

l¢nger included,” Tourism Un-

- dersecretary Kat de Castro said in

a press briefing on Wednesday.
Last, December, about| five
candidates swam with the whale

sharks in Oslob, Cebu, which .

drew criticisms from netizens
and environmentalists,
Greenpeace Southeast ; Asia

and Marine Wildlife Watch of
the Philippines hit the act1v1ty as |

irresponsible and a bad tourism
practlce

- Whale sharks in Oslob are fed
tolurethemtoa spot which make
them dependent and vulnerable

to poachmg and injuries, env1-

ronmentalist said.

De Castro earlier said that the -

candidates undeérwent orienta-

tion and followed the guidelines
for the marine wildlife mterac-
tion, such as not wearing ‘sun-
block lotion and staying at least
4 meters away from the whale
sharks. INQ .




05 Jay 20l
TBRETT
~
-
PAGE

STRATEGIC C (PMMUNI(”ATlOl\ AND INHI"L'HVEIS SEI

—— e

ROM oumoon‘j

§ NTHUSIAST TO
",’CONSQ%VATIONISTuanbon‘ -

Foundatlon wildlife r searcher Dawd Quimpo (inset phdto}
K transiated his Iovr for the outdoors i into an advocacy to
conserve the Phlllppl 1 ecosystem and its species, such as
the Ashy &rWIar e photo), a globally threatened bird
species endemic to the Phlllpplnes PH OTOS BY DAVID
C QUI PO IHARIBON FOUNDATION'
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- Tor thEsmigine industry &9.assess how improvements cguld
-Be made tg help maximize théindustry’s contributions'to
the economy,~ 7 |77 T <
. ana.lfl Trump ‘clones’ ‘
| | - The “anti-establishmignt” fever seems to have caught up
g  in Brazil, judging from [the election results in of Sao Paulo .
o " L - and Rio de Janeiro. Joap Doria — dubbed as the “Brazilian |
o : Mo + Donald Trump” because he is a successful businessman, a j
« .o Lo, former host,of “The Apprentice Brazil” and is considered a, !
. .By'BABE G. ROMUALDEZ | | political otitsider like the US president-elect — was recently
e - = — - : | sworn in as mayor of‘SaIlP‘Paulo after soundly defeating the !
S TP R - » incumbentypayor and the ally of Brazilian president Miche] |
 All mines that give . Temer. m S y ‘ F |
Coh : : B ; .. Apparently, the people of Sao Paulo - the biggest city
-and the financial capital of Brazil - have grown tired of

H
i

=

;I‘hé ,éoun&y’s biggest 'gpld"an;:l‘ copper: prodﬁéer;-l'j‘hilex

Mining Corp., paid the municipality of Itogon in Benguet politics as usual, with corruption among the biggest issues
close;to P30 million in real property tax (RPT), covering a in the recétifly concluded elections. The biggest casualty
five-year period for a proposed tailings storage facility in the was the Workers Party d f former president Diima Rousseff
host barangay of Ampucao. According to Philex president -who was impeached last, August for corruption. Even in’
Euls Austin, the company has consistently helped inbuild- | the poorest iéighborhoods of the city — where the disparity
ing up communities and in contributing to nation building between the rich and the poor is most pronounced by the -
through its tax payments. . . A fact that businessmen re'gularl travel by choppers, while
Itogon mayor Victorio Palangdan said Phllle_’-‘ hé}s .the marginalized live in ‘“ akeshift shanties — Doria handily
been religious in paying taxes, addm_g the' miner’s .wor the popular vote, l o o .
numerous social and environmental projects have ben- .. - According to analysts, the election outcome demonstrates |
efited residents. About 50 percent of the real property the sentiment of ordinar Citizens that their interests are not
tax or P15 million will be alfocate;_i for the mandated represented by “professional” politicians (or what we call [
Special Education, Fund (SEF), which will be equally traditional politicians) whose disconnect with the poor have -
divided between:the municipality of Itogon and the grown in recent years. Voters also see Doria’s wealth as an
provincial government of Benguet: : T assurance that he will nof be tainted or tempted by corrup-
~ The SEF will be'used to build classrooms and other Hon. His track record as a ::dllege_professor and businessman

facilities as well as pay for the salary of teachers. In fact, the }} ¢ would share the wealth of his |
total amount is more than enough to build 10 classrooms that experience for the benefit bf his constituents, o
could each accommogdate as many as 50 pupils and pay for ... In Rio, a conservative evangelical bishop and senator;, |
the salaries of 200 government employees for four months, Marcelo Crivella, also defeated an ally of Temer — under-
according to.a company official. . scoring the deep dissatisf

. Coa ction of residents for mainstream
The fact is, Philex happens to be.one of the top taxpayers politicians, many of whim are implicated in corruption

also stoked hopes that

in the mining industry, having contributed to government scandals that seern to break out every week in Brazil, Criv- :
coffers more than P10 billion in regular and mining-related ella certainly has his work, cut out for him considering that
taxes between 2011 and 2015. The company’s lone operat- Rio’s coffers is practically.empty and could hardly.pay its ,
ing mine in Padcal located in Tuba, Benguet, has paid P6.6 police force and other public employees - with the situation |
billion or 100 percent of required regiular taxes and another compourided by r,ampantiérjminality. S
- P3.5 billion in minirig-related taxes since 200 - - Observers say Crivella’s victory also shows a marked f
At the check turnover for the P29.8 million RPT, [Pad- turnaround as far as issue like abortion are concerned, be- !
| cal resident manager Manuel Agcaoili reiterated P 1'“_19-_" § cause the bishop ran on aE)latform against the legalization
continuing: commitment to responsible mining by fulfilling of drugs, abortion and “gender ideology.” In fact, Crivella

| its tax obligations to both local and national governments. hit the ground'rinning, sihto speak, by enacting 78 decrees.
 Philex has also spent hundreds of millions for various pro- that would helpr Lburuinug thelcity back o its feet '
! grams in the area of education, environmental protection, S e 4

- publicinfrastructure and livelihood for residents inhqst and Co 'Spj(tidbi_i:.; _—
- neighboring communities.. o _ . . My friend, columnist Mon Tulfo, commented on my
. ltogon and Tuba are two of the four first-class communi- Dec. 27 column (PNP: Only one gun supplier) about the

: ties.in Benguet, and long-time residents said the mining upcoming bidding for 26,000 pistols for the Philippine |
- company has made significant contributions in the prog- | \j oy Police..* % T .
' ress and development of their communities. Philex Mining - Although I am a Glock pistol fan'myself and, in fact, own
' accounted for P131.5 million or more than 45 percent of one, I'haye to admit thatMbn knows better than I do when it °
Itbgon’s i'evenues for 2014""2015- L, L comee tinime Man io A Lddoe oo e . 4 ' -
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La Unlon_ targets-964 hectares?fﬁfef- S
ed greemng program m 2017

al’lG
‘ ay;mr , m

SAN FERNANDO CITY La Umon
~ The La Umon envxronment office
Has targeted a total .of.964 hectares
from+40 sites’ for the Enhanced Na-

tional Greening. Program {ENGP)

thlS year C

L 1vUn10n Provmclat Envnron~
ment¥nd Natural Resoufces Officer
(PENRO) Maximo. Soriano Jr. sa1d
the ageney has come.up a plan in the
NGP' t6 aftain: sustainable dévelop-
ment through poverty alieviation, to
promote food security, and to nntlgate
and adapt to cliate charge)?

;“For the integrated area develop-
ment’ management-approach, the
target beneficiaries will be fishermen

and 1nd1genous peoples,” Soriano

gaid! e

* The ENGP in La Union is a con-f

verged-effort of the local: government

units’; (LGUs), mational. government.

11, L

agencies like the Department of Ag-
rlculture, Department of Agrarlan
Reform, Department of Séiencé and -
Technology, National Commission for
Indigenous Peoples, and state col-
leges-and‘iniversities. . e

The Department of Enwronment
and, Natural, Resources' (DENR) has
allocated a.total funding of #15 million
for the ENGP implementation i in the
provmce

Among those spec1es to be planted :

for'mangrove areas are. bakawan,

ageho;-talisay, amcenma tlmber

(yemane, mahogany) and frult trees*
0

Bamboo*mll also be mtroduced to..
the areass, Tl

From 2011 to 2016 a total of
1,942:039; seedlmgs were planted in

3,853 hectares in 96 sités by 58 peo- ‘
_Dles” orgamzatlons and LGUs; ¥4

The PENRO sald 57,113 Jobs

‘Bauang’

. (il heeta

- producti

) ;',».. ecutwe Order;19

-19
-;,.\JE'.H:__. Tt ""4 R P

generated within the perlod

‘The 13 ‘towns and one city in La '

Umon that were surveyed for this
year’s INGP are the following:

‘Sudipen q1oo hectarés); Santol (120

hectaresl {8an Juan (20 hectares);

hectares)l, Naguilian (26.5 hectares);

O e ot

25.5 hectares); Caba (50

Aringay 11§ hectares); Burgos (50 .

hectares); Baguhn (181 hectares);

© Agoo (162 hectares) Santo Tomas (132

es)
; Soriafo noted, that the extended
perlod fo ithe lmplementatlon of the

remainingi7.1 mllhon hectares of un-

: - NGP frm} 2016 to 2028 will cover the _

dpuded:‘and degraded |
forestlands nat:onwxde which can’

contribut) e to environment-related '

risks such as soil erosion, landslides,
and flooding mandated under the Ex-
|
nes of 2015.
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STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES “‘»F

MES of crisis are windowsfor great op-.
portunity. That is an old~Ghinese saying,
But in these troubling times, or.many), what

opportunities indeed lie"ahéad? There are ,

seem to be opportunities thgt. Egﬂld openup
given current trajectories or ,tin_g._\_yay things are '
unfolding. Indeed, 2017 may be thie year that
developmental change finally proceeds, :

The world is shifting aﬂqafyf from the in-
ternational policies of recent decades that,

quite a few and the promisifig thing is they

while they have created well-being for un- {
precedented billions of people, have likewise |

. o'l 17
Iari
H9qrn

certainly what the Philippines was (beforé the |

* times of colonization and industrializatipn.
 But alas, development was um%er the unitary
-and sectoral paradigm). -

Area development d’eepens'rmi;ﬁnderstand-

ing of the fragile but critical relationships be- :

- Areadevelopment, .

~subsidiafity and federalism

tween and among interconnected ecosystems .

the principle of subsidiarity which states that
functions and decision-making should be

- undena}(én atthe lowest possible hierarchical
. level and the role of the higher organizational

level is t6 support those lower units undertak-
ing the functions. o

- and working with' the local people applies’,

{
i

W oM

. —

i
o — -

_écosyst%;lil-s'ehsitive area development that
gives everyone who wants a chance to partici-
__pate in the local economy that opportunity, ,
Thus, the Department of Environment and .
Natural Resources (DENR) is leading the-way
- by selectir‘jg 29 priority areas to demonstrate
" area development and is enlisting the help
of the Sixto K. Roxas Foundation that targets
poverty eradication by creating the template -
ofan _eXp:g\nded local social accounting matrix
of the value-adding power of the local sectors
and how|incomes are distributed (or not dis-

" tributed locally but remitted out of ‘the local
- area). Secretary Gina wants all programs ,Qf.t'hc

. DENR like the Nationial Greening Program, |
" Bamboo |Program, Biochar Program, Man- |
grove Rehabilitation Programs, and Mining
Programsito be re-crafted along the principles |
' 'of area development with its concrete mani- |
festation lof viable community enterprises - |

* a . ) . i .
‘esulted in great tensions,, Qll t,just tensions INClons . - v
Jetween peoples but tensilgﬂfggtmen people™ . AsSecretary Gina says, “area development is

ind their environment and ei.egx tensions in- .~ about nurturing and helping the local people
1 identite Gve nurtgre their local areas to unleash [their]

ide people due to an idei}t:i}rg pverly linked . _ cal areas (o u Yins
O consumerism -rather‘tlj(ﬂl‘] gtJ;eir inherent . * productive POtl’-.l'lt_lﬂl - This means making ‘_
ruths; consumerism that threatens the very ~ development basedon the potentialities of the '
ustainability of Mother Earth, - area. This js thef better opposite to whathas . are networked'to build up to scale and
One such opportunity is the re-emergence - been goingon since the Philippines became a . demonstrate the opposite of “trickle-down”
rithin government of the area development = country under colqglal masters }ihe{g the de-  (pinan lo) towards the alternative of “n urtur-
aradigm or development framewotk under ~  sires of the corporations were S“:‘_‘PIY ;r'n_posgd ~ ing upwarﬂé;'_’ or pinatubo. ‘
nivironment and Natural Resotirces Secretary ,  on local areas that suited their !Jusmesses, '’ President Duterte seems to be instinctively -
iina Lopez. While Sixto K. Roxasiwasitsinitial ~ And since business was all that mattered, they.: 0 that the ideological lines are not any-
Tvocate in the late 1960s it had unfortunately ~ generally left the place worse offand, in many ~_ ore between the “left vs. the right,” the old
een bastardized in several;hig government . \"instances killing off the ecosystem that the | 14 wn, mentality of these old ideologies |
rojects thait went puff! (justsds.the autono- ~ locals could have relied on for sustenance. The (that ironically are united in their pinarulo |
: '  zenith of this “devil may care” attitude seems . paradigm 4 both ideologies rely on trickle: |

ous regional experience'is, zding pufff) due .  zenitho 8¢ 1y ¢ \ ;
» wrongful implementation, which intun.. to be the giiding principle of matiy latge

3s due to a misunderstanding of what area,

velopment i basically about.. _
With Secretary Gina atthehelm of a major

vernment department that has a direct and

eaningful role in national, development,
e area development paradign is set to take
f and this time under the leadership of a -

pable and knowledgeable-environment -

d natural resources segretary. For one, .

'a development approaching the various
dertakings of the ABS«GBN-Foundation .
Palawan and other provinces wherein the

al people were the implementers and the '

1eficiaries of the eco-tourism projects that
iply highlighted the potentialof their area
us the term area development),

)

this “madness”,

‘Mines that decimate the geologicz:;l‘éndihfdro?.
;. logical functions of the ecosystem leaving the
 locals in perpetual risk and scamming the Fili-
pino people by leaving behind a permanentpit |,
hole of humongous dimensions. Tt wouldn't |
+ be surprising if the economic tab left behind

by derelict mines lonig abandoned by rinjng

companies that hiave been in turn abandoned

, by their shareholders are simply dumped on
cretary Gina has been aspractitioner of -

youand me, the taxpayers. Secretary Gina calls

yat

4
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Under the prinéiple

: {f’?_'
of subsidi:

on the

Thus. the Shiﬂ towarde federalicm fa sienal..

1 by the vow

~ down sectors to benefit the tocals) but be- |:
, tween the Primacy of nurturing peopie and’ |
, ecosystems|Versus sectoral corporations (that |
* have grow so large, moneyed and powerful), |
orin othelli\ﬁbrdsl “pinatulo” vs. *pinatubo”, |

. Thus, the p éh_forfedemlism asagovernment |’
| Organizatio "é\‘l set-up where now, finally, area |.
. developme t can be its favored bride guided' |’
of subsidiarity. :

.

; 'I?ié author, ﬁ co-convenor of the Subsidiarity |

‘ 157 b

, -emment’s role to assist local peopi&rﬁggq'eéte_'g . bottom-up
- local sustainable economies based '
. Perpetual beneficial use of the local ecosystem_
- bounties for even distant future génerations,

|

. Movement thematidnal and the Federilist
‘Forum of the Philippines, advocates for the |
‘ development model as well a5 |
- proper decentralization, and the strengthen-
. ing of regio 1al governance. He served for 12
- years in the egional Development Council of

R P VR o S
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N RS ot S A S AR U N ST I A

- MANILA BAY DAY -~ -
. " _[FORUM NG DENR-NCR ;
" AARANGKADA NA -

KASABAY ng pagpasok ng Bagong Taon mga
‘igan, ang pag-arangkada ng Department of Envi- -
ronmentand Natural Resources—National Capital
Region (DENR-NCRY), kasama ang Manils Bay Site
Coordinaing-and Management Office (MBSCMO),
sa pagsasagawa ng kanilang “MANILA BAY DAY
FORUM? sa'6 Enero 2017, sa ganap na 1:30-5:00 -

- pm, saUniversidad De Manila—Justice Palma Hall. _

Ayon kay Assistant Regional Director Dr. Sofio -

B. Quintana, Ceso IV ng DENR-NCR: “This isan
.annual event in which we are' reniinded of the
importance-and the decision of the Supreme Court
Mandamus Order to clean, rehabilitate and pre-
serve the Manila Bay. The occasion is devoted in
promoting activities in the rehabilitation of the -,
Manila Bay and its tributaries and a time to focus
pubiic attention on critical issues affecting it.”

Inaasahan ang suporta at partisipasyon nang

“lahat partikular ang mga barangdy ng Lungsod
ng Maynila, District | - VI. Pangalagaan ang ating
kalikasan, isa jto serqling inaasahan para sa ma-
gandang kinabukasan~-* =~ .. - \

Mabuhay po kayo! e PSR

‘ 5 - -t .



