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GOSUICO

CABANATUAN City --
Nueva Ecija taking the
center stage in Presi-
dent. Duterte’s bloody
-war against illegal
drugs, former three-term
Gov. Aurelio Umali's first
election  defeat in 18
years and former thrée-
term Congresswoman
Czarina Umali's land-
slide capitol victory
which made her "the
first-ever female gover-
nor, calamities and, the-
stay in the five execu-
tion of Filipina Mary
Jane Veloso and the slew
of charges against local
officials marked 2016 in
the province. :

When he assumed pow-

er in the aftermath of the

May elections, President.
Duterte buckled to work
and launched a natioriwide
campaign. against illegal

g, ‘

__He readily made- the
province, where he won in
only four towns as the show-
case of his campaign by °
teading the ground-breaking
of the first mega-rehab cen-

- ter inside the Fort Magsay-

say Military Reservation on’
July 26. )
Four months later - on
November 29 to be exact -
- he was back fo inaugg-
rate the ' 60,000-square
meter Mega Drug Abuse
Treatment and Rehabilita-
tion Center (DATRC) tipped
to accommodate  up to
10,000 patients.” =~ . .
 The province, through
its Philippine National Po-
lice, has_contributed its
share in the ¢ampaign with

-+ the .surrender _of ovér

22,000 drug pushers and
dependents. since July. -

In its wake, casés of
drug suspects killéd wére
classified as DUIs or death
under investigation:on sus-
picion they could be the
. result of extra-judicial kiil--

mgs. . . o
One of them was Israel
. Parael, the top drug dealer
of Cabiao who was shot
. .dead while inside a patrol

~, vehicle bound for his town.

In June, the station
cominanider of Cabanatuan
City -- Supt. Josélite E.
Villarosa— was suddenly re-
lieved from his post while.
six months later, the pro-
vincial director, Senior.Supt.
Manuel E. Cornel followed
suit. ' " :
Cornel’s sudden relief
was ordered by PNP chief-
Director General Ronald '
“Bato” dela Rosa, who des-
ipnated erstwhile Quezon
provincial police command-

.lation for being a

_of her husband, Go

OPIES,

A total of 23 police offic-
ers, including 16 station
commanders; had been re-
lieved ‘in June slone.

Police Regional Office 3
chief Chief Supt. Aaron N.
Aquino has also called on
local officials and the citi-
zenry to locate a possible

shabu laboratory in Nueva .

Ecdija, echoing an earlier call
of Umali: - :

A local official has been
the subject of much specu-
drog de-
pendent even as President
Duterte .initially released
the naines of narco-politi-
ciansg, including two in Cen-
tral Luzon. : :

The said official man-

aged to escape getting iden-
tified although a police offi-
cial said his being hooked
to illegal drugs was an
“open book.”,” "
" Two Nove Ecijanos were
named ifn-the Duterte Cab-
inet: Emily Padilla as un-
dersecretary of the Depart-
ment of the Interior and
Local Governments (DILG)
and her brother Diosdado
as deputy director general
“of the Technical Education
Skills and Development
Authority (TESDA).

In the political front, the
biggest news that swept the
province like a firestorm
was the landslide\]\;@ctory of

Ezarina D.. Ualitin the

gubernatacial ‘wace, the
shocking defSat in the third
district. congressional race
v. Aure-
lio M. Umali’ and the as-
cension inte Cabgnatuan

. politics; of former Board

Member' Enimaniel Anto-
nio M. Umali.

" Czarinay long in the
shadows of Aurelio, set a

-record b{f‘defeatin'g- her ri-

val Rodolfe W. Antonino by
over 200,000 votes, losing
only in Quezon town, in the
becoming the first female

governor-in the five-year his-

tory of the province.
 TAurelio, fresh from com-
pleting thiee terms as gov-
emor,:"lﬁst bﬁZ,SOO v‘c‘xrtes
to neop -Rosanna Ver-
gara, m};te of Cabanatuan
Mayor-Jay Vergara.
‘Aurelio swept the polls

-in all towns and cities in

the third district but lost
big in the vete-rich Ca-
banatuan even as talks
swirled Rosanna iought her
way to victory with allega-
tions of massive vote-buy-
ing. :
He filed an election pro-
test before the House of
Representatives Electoral
Tribunal (HRET).
Vergara's victory capped
a campaign marred by the
filing of disqualification
charges against he‘r; by an
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House, she delivered & priv-  pensioll;, of officials of the
ilege speech attacking the National Food Authority
Umalis for political viclence. (NFA)in connection with the
Emmanuel Antonio - palay procurement scam.
carved & name for himself A it of showbiz, Cedric
by winning the vice mayor- Lee filed five counts of libel
ship against five contend- againdp“Vina Morales be-
ers. | * " fore the City Prosecutor’s
Later, he was elected Office. ;:; .
president of the Vice May- Veloso, a native of this
ors League -of the Philip- city, rﬁmains detained in
pines in Central Luzon Indongsia after his execu-
while a relative, Peter tion in'2015 was stayed by
Marcus Matias, -was voted President Joko Widodo, fol-
unopposed as regional pres- lowing appeals by then
ident “of the Philippine President Benigno Aquino
Councilors’ Leagu Co

[

Relatives of Velaso, who
was arrested at the Yog-
yakartd Airport in 2010 for

e, I

Emmanuel. Antonio
would pull off a surprise
when he and Ramon Gar- ;
cia, who ran for mayor carrying 2.6 kilograms of
against Vergara, filed elec- heroin, held prayer rallies
tioneering charges against in thi$city and in the Indo-
nine barangay chairmen in nesian: Embassy.
Cabanatuan. The Comelec :February, Florentino
hearing” started in Octo- Davi as named opera-

ber. ... LR tions._-F;anager-ofthe Upper.
The political landscape -Pampinga~River Integrat-
in the province changed ed Systems.

considerably with five neo-
phyte politicians assuming was
their posts, including the tack officials. On Oec-
governor and six municipal tober 20, Gapan City
mayors. © ’ Coungilor Sonny San Jose
For the time in history, killed by gunmen
all four representatives. in
the House are females. .
Then PNP Chief Ricar-

The year just passed

also marked by at-

was
inside a resort in Bgy.
Mangino.

Ghpan Mayor Emerson
do C. Marguez commended Pascual and- his father

the -PNP for the successful - Rodrigo were both linked to
.- peaceful and orderly — the attack but were never

conduct of the elections.  charged.:.. - .

In September, four farm- Neophyte Cabiao Mayor
ers were meassacred in Sitie  Ramir Rivera and Vice
Minalkot, Laur allegedly by Maydr, dela Cruz survived a
the military. Later on, 2 gun |attack in Arayat on

politician from Palayan City November. 5. Pela Cruz’s
wag-implicated in the car- drivér/Ramon Agao was
nagé; Ko o 0 woundded. T

Ths year’markedtthe IﬂTMaér?}:,,Amado Gue-
filing of charges -against varra, chief of the lst Nue-

incumbent énd past .offi- va cija DPWILs construe-
cialg..Onsluly: 10,-Eduardo  tion division, glso survived

an_dttack by gunmen in
TalaVera town.

" Nueva Ecijd’s most
wanted man - Jay Sung-

Joson VII or’EBJ was tagged
for: shooting-dead Christo-
phér-Libunac- following ian
altercation inside a Ca-

banatuan. subdiyvigion.. cag fnjhunted for the mur-
Relatives of Libunao der of a sexagenarian cou-
the mouirder trial in Manila rested. J.7 <,
which the Department of rovince bore the
. brunt! of'Typhoon Karen,
1A month earlier, Antoni- L
no, was indicted by the Iion.Qver 10,000 residents

have sqxfht the transfer of ple W/ 2014, was finally ar-
ich The Provmce
Justige granted. i .
with{crop:losses of P.6 bil-
Ombudsman for allegedly and/§;000 households were

mignsing hig Priority Devel- given:asgistance in Laur
opment Assistance Fund dnd Gabaldon alone,
(PDAF). : : ]ﬁi‘November, the Mines

.In San Antonjo, Mayor and|Geo-Sciences Bureau
Arvin, C. Salonga filed (MGB) warned Novo Eci-
charges of plunder, graft janogiof an Ormoc-like trag-
and malversation against edyll. -
former Mayor Antonino “That same month, Al-
Lustré and 11 others-for loy MTD, the Malaysian
P102 ‘million in- allegedly conglomerate, turned over
anomalons projeets,” the P1.5-billion government

Towards the end.of the gent%e;‘-cum-information tech-
year; Umali himself was nology (IT) hub to the pro-
indi¢ted by the Ombuds- vincial government in Pa-
man for: alleged misuse of layan City.:
his PDAF. .-~ It: is set for operation

The year also marked early 2017 with 15,000 jobs

Hlan Blins aF adminigteative  senarated! in two call cen-
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NVIRONMENT Secxetary Re-
ina Paz L. Lo ez has ordered

an. aildit %o fhgx :i1rg—qual1ty ‘

momtonng devices acqun:ed by the
Depértment of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) R
' Inatextmessage, LopeZ said she
was nothappymththeperformance
of the Thachines becatise it s'hoWed
that polhited areds have ¢lean aft”
“{+The audit cameas the: Coalition
- of Cleatt’Air Advbcates’ of the Ph:l—
1ppxnesl}(CCAAP) .and
Filipino Consumers ani Ité
' (UFCC) ‘veiterated therr all to"
'DENR to probe ‘the alleged anoma-
loiis purchase %f thie devices; which

they c1a1m was erther obsolete or not ‘

- working prop erly
CCAAP a.nd UFCE; cla:med that

-'.:~ LT E R HY

) i ,T

Lop -""_fe
| alr—quall?.l__ \

: i
the alleged anomalous “acqu1s1t10n,
resulted in the 1naccurac1es ini the :

DENR’§ “r,eal time” air- quahty ;nom-
toritig reports that are supposed to

be, Jssued regularly by the. DENRS _
; Env1ronmental Management Bus
4

reau*(EMB)
"However, Lopez ngted that the
complamt was addressed £o the pre-

wiotis’DENR leadership'’so* wewill

dleclc‘up ‘onit, if thereiscorfuption.”

. According to Lopez,” “headswill
trpll” ifithere is proof or evidence of
corruptiononthepart dfthe ofﬁaals
mvolved in the acqulsrtxon :

DENR- EMBD1rector.luan guel .
Cuna coild not be reached forinter- -
: wdw asofthiswriting, He. alsofailed:
‘o respondto mtemewrequestmade.:.

' VEH"‘BUS:NEsstRomfoshedhght
: on'\the issue. i e

5 *If tHereis corruptlon o} gettmg :

f‘ the-!machmes that is evxdence'of
PRI 1 il

'corruptlor_l because a Iot of money
is involved. T’ havé zero tolerance

" for corrdptmn If there is proof

‘of monkey busmess people [wnll]
go,” she s'ard
4 In an !lv y
UFCC sa1d the recent New Year's eve

revelry rI vealed a véry unhealthy

. and hazardous mr—quahty forecast

~for the entlre Metro Manila based

‘onEMB Neéw Yeur's celebratxon after-
math air{ quahty monitoring.”
“Thisiisa clear case of graft and

corruptm‘n ‘We' are: questioning
. a total of roughly a billion pesos

.- worth of :‘purchases of an‘-quahty

+ onitoring instruments or equip- -
" “ment by@:he DENR [in a given pe-

~riod of tine]-afterdiscovering that

these safes

_t

monitorswhere pur-

‘chased agth

- the Ph1hpp1ne,government "UFCC

‘pres1dent Rodolfo Javellana sa1d

' .H L

arstensisnsresnazserernlt

foss d1sadvantage of .
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. {CCAAP} al United Filipj
: Consumers and Comm

9417 - 4932

" Paghiling mnnlmnng equip- -
‘mentng DENR, ninasmlvasat

HINILING ng consumer at',
commutéis group kay De=..

partment of Environment

pagbil ng air monitoring
equipment ng nasabifig ka-

- gawarah 'na tinatayang .
aabot'sa bilyong pleo su-

balit wala hamang naituhl’-
long sa bansa.’ .
Ang panawagan najloay

matapos madiskubre ngopis-.

yales ng Coalition of Clean Alr
Advocates of the Philippines

(UFCC) batay na riri'sa
bas naTesulta ng mionitcrifig
ng Envirenmental Mariage-

ment Bureau {EMB).sa buong: -

MetrojManila noong. Bagong

billion pesos worth of pur- -
chases of air quahty monito-

rlng instruments orequrpment

byDENR(magwenpeﬁodof :
- time) after discovering-that .
and Natural Resources -
. (DENR) Secretary Gina Lo~
. pez-na imbestigahan ang .

these same air monitors

" where purchased athe gross
dlsadvantage of tha Pliifippine .

government,” pallwanag pani

' Rodolfo “RJ" Javellaria, presi- .
‘denle ng UFCC. | .~

Kinuwestyon diy nito-aing

mofibo sa desisyan=ng’flang
- vopisyal ng EMB sa pagbiiidg .

Difterential Optical Absorption
. Spactroscopy (DOAS) ng air

na may mga alr,rnomtor ng
"DOAS na phase outna;

" May nakarallqg ding Im-
jormasyen kay Javellaha na
"‘palpak ang mamahallng -air

monilors na- binili fig'DENR-
~kalulad na lamang s Metro

:, Manila na hindi kaya-ng mga -

-, -equipment na mablgyan.ng
. eksakiong pigura ang air qua-
lity o polusyon ria nakaaape 0.
" §a kalusugan ng mga Filipino.

- Dahil dito, hindrion ng
UFCG at CCAAP 8l Lopez na

nitors kahit alam ng.mga

CE NEWS CLIPPINGS

UPPERHALF

“magkargon ng isang mdepan

dent fia grupo na magsasaga—
wa ng pagsisiyasat sa ano-

Cd
LOWER-HALF

malya gayundin ang pag-iny- -

. bentaryo sa mga air monitor

edquipment.

Sa pahayag ni CCAAP '

techinical consultant Ernmanu-

naangklaseng aquualrty ro-

- “elGalvez, ang EMB ayblmil -
ngdepekiibong DOAS system

nitoring system ay makaluma :

" athindinasapat para

tor ang air poliution sa bansa. .
“Ayonpakay Gatvez, kahli

-sa Amerika ay hindi na  gumar
. gamit ng DOAS system dahil

na,fin sa kamahalan ng pres-
o at limitadong kakayahan
sa monitering ng air polluhon

AN smlocnuz '
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“Bver.air mdnltorlng

= BNVIROISMENTAL’" ‘ansimer andgc ‘ommuter

‘ate au itand mvestlsahon info rough-
jon’ .,sos Worth of air monitoring] equ:pment
£l _

yithe: I?B yartment of Emm‘onmeht and

Are w

R).
Officials'ofithe'Goalitdon of CleanAlr Advocates of

5

" thePhilippinies (CGAAP)and the UnitedFilipino Con-

. sumers and Commiuters (IFCC) said a yery'uhhealthy
. and hazardousdirquality had been monifored in the
. entire Metro Mamla inthe aftermath of the New Year’s
celebration. "
; The groups saud some, officials’ of the Envitonment
and ManagementBuredwof the Department pirchased
: theair momtors;'whlch were e1ther obsblete of phased
» Out years ago.. <
i CC reszdem: Rodolfo “R]" ]avellana sald they
* found out that ‘most of the expensive air monitor

i, instruinents bemg gm urchased were not properly work-.
ctio

" +ing arid’some NdF: nal anymore. .. .
He said in Metro Mariila, the air’ uahffmomtors
: bemg questxoned lacked numbers o .give a very cred-

T aFE

rday-appéiled to Secretiry Gina Lopez

UPPER MALF

d
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i appe'alsrfto DENR

~fapparat|.‘i's

¢ Do Ty [
ible and’ r:omplete pn:l'ure or resu.lts of the rea.l air
qgah s1matxo 1 i : :
“We appeilt theDENRs‘N
‘.31&1 tl;y_n«lmdepem:‘:llent third X B
iden ogate and open one one BSE Suppose
dehvered air quaht;lrj smonitors! nat:onmdepgxat Y_ '
;Egortedly pu.rchased ﬁmdisub]ect them all to a
com ensive audit,” Tavellan#gaidi +:"
calconsultantEmmanuel Galvezsaid
that the DENR EMB purchased/a Differential Optical
Absorptlon Spéctroscopy or a q@AS system, which is
a type of air quality monitoring’system ¢lassified as
lon pathi devices (neasures absorption along a path ’
not a'spécific point) in contrast to the commonly
used Worldwidé point monitorin ec% system.
r “A DOAS system is not suitéd for use in the Phil-
ippineisetting based on our coutitry’s unique needs in
monitorify our air quality. Every in the United States,

' there -are almost no installations: that use a DOAS

system.for air quality monitoring due o the fact that it
is' expensive and. limited in its- useﬁulness, Galvez
said. oy . o - fiys Joel dela Torre

i

—— - B
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Alr moniioring equipmen! ng DENR,
Kinuwestiyon ng environmental groun
Hiniling ngayon ng grupong consumer at com-
muters group. kay Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary Gina Lopez na
magsagawa ng imbestigasyon hinggil sa maanomal-
yangpagbiling air monitoring equipment ngnasabing
kagawaran na tinatayang aabotsa bilyong piso subalit
tila wala naman ito naitutulong sa bansa. - .
Ang panawagan na ito ay dahil sa naganap na pag-
diriwang ng bagong taon na kung saan nadiskubre ng
opisyales ng Coalition of Cléan Air Advocates of the
Philippines (CCAAP) at United Filipino Consumers
anid Commuters (UFCC) bunsod na rin sa inilabas na
| resulta sa buong Metro Manila na ang polusyon ay
lubhang mapanganibsamga makalalanghapnito base
sa Environmental Management of Bureau (EMB) sa
kanilang isinagawang monitoring ‘nitong pagsalu-
bong nig bageng taon. oo
. “This i§ a clear case of graft and corruption. We are
questioning a total of roughly a Billion pesos worth of
purchases of air quality monitoring instraments or equip-
ment by DENR (in a given period-of time) after discove-
ring that these same air monitors Where purchased at the
gross disadvantage, of the Philippipe government,” pali-
wanagpani Rbdolfo“R)” favellanapresidente ng UFCC.

SMA T
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_ As 11‘ 2016 was not yet had enough -
] for them,; mining companiésiwill have

every reasor to'be mdre cautious in-
2017 as the Departmentof Environment
| and Natural Resources (DENR) plans:
to start the:year by suspen‘dmg them.

If last year the DENR failed fo sus-t’

pend as imany’compames as'Environ::-
ment Secretary Gina Lopez'wants;the:
DENR chief will make sure that within
this month, tore mining operahonswlll»
close down. 1. 3¢ s eod o sl
+ Lopez. _sald-‘in -an mtemew that’
the results on the'nationwide audit-on.’
| mining companhies will be:disclosed by
the second week of 'January,naddmg
that she expect more. mmersfto be!
suspended inf 2017, i DRI S
Eversince Lopez ofﬁclally took over
the agency:in hily, she’ s'already been:
eager to shut.down'mining companies
that shebelieves are not compliantwith;
environmental'standards. ‘v Sl
In the same month,;she called foria-
nationwide ¢rackdownon mmmg ﬁrms %
which has ended in August Lt
By September 20 mines faced pos-
sible suspension for environmental vio-
lations, unsystematic mining methods,
and outstanding social issues. These
are on top of the 10 suspended mining
companies, elght of wmch are nickel
producers. - . T & oo
The number of suspended mmmg
operations plus those facing suspen-
sion represents about three quarters.
of the total operatmg mmes.gm- the
country. i ’-n b
Of these 30 mines, 18 are’ mckel'
producers that account for 55.5 percent
of the country’s total nickel, ore output

based on 2015 production.

As of now, DENR is now more than |
three months behind its- target sched—
ule'in ahnouncing the list of m '
firms that should be suspended ;

Amid the delaysl manyimd str:
sources doubted the agency;s c: :
ity to ever ‘come up vvlth ﬁnal and'

i PSS . et

Phrhppmes HY Mining Corp ata. )
MmmgVentures Inc; HmahﬁMnun A
Corporation; Libjo Mining: Corp g
tion; AAMPHIL Natural Resources
Exploration.and Developmént Corp.;:.
Krominco;Inc.; CarrascalN:ckelCorp 3
StrongburltMmmg Developmeanorp H
Oriental:Synergy Mining Corp.; Wellex'
Mining Corp Oriental Vision:Mining:

Philippines Corp.; CTP Constructlom .

and Mining Corp.; and Adnama. Mlmng
Resources, Inc.; Century Peak Corp’
and SR Metals, Inc S T

- Prior to: the final 1 results there are.

ey o

' alsooth suspendednunesipam AR
tinicksl: Mmes and Developme Corp -

(CMDC), EMIR Mineral Resources .
Corp:, Mt=Sinai Mining; Exploration!
Corp., Claver: Mineral ‘Development:
Corpi;, Ore: Asia Mininghand Develop-
ment Coip., and ZambalesDiversified;
Metals Corp., LNL Archipelago Miner-
als; Triesy and Berong Nlck‘el: 1 0 e
[ bpd Ve : — I‘TDF}JQQ“! olu
Factlons at DENR"
. “Evén, 'President Rodrigo Duterte
Knows that nothing cdn stop Lopez

- from mtenslfymg her crusade against -

mlmng operatlons she believes do,
not comply with enwronmental stan-
ards.

'du'e
tor to establish a balaﬁcefvnth%the
agency. MGB is an attachmﬁ‘c.agei}*cy
to the DENR tasked to- regulalﬁpv
develop the utilization of’ th' q cOunlrg&,s

mmeral resources. h;w

- »7his  has prompted-ané ar’open |
~ issue circulating at the DENR now

that needs to be resolved this year—
the silent brawl between Lopez and
the group of Mindanao-based officials
recently appointed to the office, which
mcludes Jacinto. ‘ vk

P, Torecall Lopezis oneofthecabmet

: secretarles that was nof:‘fye’t cﬁnﬁrmed*

by the Commission on;Appomtments
CA).

HUT An wmnt tlainb chaaennld avrar dat

[E

! vestments in the country, which stands’
| at 282'billion as of 2015, P78 billion of
whie ‘belongs to those who are at risk
of losmgﬁsthelr permit to operate and
. those(that are already suspended
even said that he is willing
nuch the mining sector
ithin this administration

. to see ho
could' grovu

after hamfg {0.contribute only 0.7 per- -
to Phlhppme GDP over the last

cent

, gix yeers:

i di"[grow more] so that
it co ntrlbute more in the total
comp on [of the overall GDP]l.

Most! tmportahtly, it should grow for
the communities hosting them. TA.
positive growth in the sector will also]
contrlbute to ‘a.more vibrant trade,”-

the MGB chief said. “Whatever you: -

produce iii the vieinity of a mine, 1tvnll

be colnsumed Yoo LA
Jaéinto isialso more open to'newi

muuﬂg projects’ compared to Lopez. .+
The MGB chief is now working to-" !
wards the recommendation of pohcles ‘

that wdl‘allow new mining pro;ects in

thecountrv b AR
% Not!only mining firms ¢ ¢ -

, However, itisnot only mining firms
who mll have a hard time deahng w1th
Lopez this:year.

Before the agency capped 2016 it:
also béganits crackdown on companies

fromiacross different sectors that are:

envirénmentteritical, threatening.to!
mﬂl&raw their-environmental comph-;
ancecértificates if their operations afe
found unsafe.

Lopez said she remains commit-, -

ted to get rid of companies who,have;

spawned negative impact on the env1— .

romnent, adding that the agency won' t

hesi te to cancel even as much a’s‘(

W‘thdrawal of the ECC will prevent
any mpany tocontinue its operatlons

- or 1tslcertam projects. E
e, of: the sectors that w111 be af-ﬁj p

. Som

L\...J- etk dlaa Ainanknan far

Lt
nished drafting the set of
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DENR 49 Qlard Hhe yow chuti
Min nop - wﬁfw min'] )grms

Reactmg on the i issue, busmesses
holdmg emnronmental perihits from.
the DENR said they don’t want to suffer .
'the same “chaotic” fate asmmers when
the agericy started a crackdown on; the

‘ ‘l‘mmngmdusl:ry ¥ g

. before implementing the audit,” Philip-
pine; Ghamber of Commeree and: Indus-
tfy (PCCD president George Barcélon
told Bﬁﬁsmess Bulletin; “Otherivise it
would be chaotic like what happened
tothemmmgmdustry”i proacaflo

-"PCCI is currently the largést'and :
most influential business orgamzahon
inthe'country: tho Bt :
- 7 fiiiMeakati Business CIubJexecutwe _

director. Peter Perfectolhas the’ same :
appeal to.the DENR. | -l - qou,

“My call and appeal to the DENRIS
for.constructive dialogue an'd consulta-
tion:with the business. sector so that
we can-hopefully agree'on a mutually.

: acceptable evaluation process sothat
we then-are able to help each other-
achieve  our shared goalstowards'a
better Phlhppmes " he Sald m a text'
message) e R

v During the audlt the»DENR will:
notijust:check the companiés’ com-:
pliance:with the law and"ECC condi-
tiohs butalso the overall impactiof’
their operations to the'environment
through'“Environmental: Impact ‘As-
sessment” = - R A

It “Wewill look at compames whether-
they have ‘caused irreparable damages
to*environment or whether there -aré..
a lot of complains on their: operations..
We will look at their compliarice w1th
the!conditions of the ECC. We will:be/
suspending with existing vmlatxons »

Luna sa;duf LT T T,
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. The government has appealed
to Iarge-scale mmers toy ew their
m agement
programs (SDMPs) an /ado ta morg

ik .Natural ‘Resources (DENR) Secretary

Gma Lopez expressed hope that the

|- miningréompanies WOl(l"ld take.a hard
: lo‘ok‘atgs as a key toj’fre ﬁhemng
| the:SDMES R
SR WhatT w: th _{SDMP
fund is fordlie DENR to_]omtlypianage

| it with the inining corpaniesiand the
ﬂéommumty- “L-want to: ‘use. xthelr funds
! il the: ma“developm' ‘
: more 1mpact, Lopez gai

R want 1t to be used t.o achleve area

,were CROs of OceanaGold | Philippines,
.Philex Mmmg Corp.; FCFMinerals,
"Hdéleim Phxhppmes, and Lafarge-
| Holeim Aggregates, Incﬂ o

| -guidelines'was neces
| - som&‘eoncernis about the iftiplementa-

[ = "Thie’CROs are the mmn:ig firms’
fror; ers, conductmg consulfations
; 'ommumnes affected by thelr
‘ operatlons LA
“.The dlalogue was the first’ of a se-
. ‘nes ‘of nationwide - cohsultatlons with
 mining’stakeholders bemg conducted
“by the' DENR as itis currently in the
" process of reviewing the guidelines on
- the formulatlon and Imblementatlon of
- SDMPs by mmmg firm§. -
" SDMPs are prowded for in DENR

Administrative OrderiNoi"2010-21,
{ which ig the unplementmg rules and
|- regulationis of Republic *Aet 7942, also
i known as. the Phl]lpp ine -Mi) i

‘Lopez sajd a revisi sTn of the SDMP'
Ary to address

tion of certain programs mcludmg lack
of ‘communityicountery yart-and weak
cooﬁimatlon with local | development
plans; thus resultznglm wastage of
SDMP funds,

et ﬁr;preéo’ndition to starti g mining
-Qpération, SDMP is alﬁve—year plan
carriéd out durmg the hfe of the'mine
to brmg“about a sustamed improvement
' in the lnhng standards of the host and
' nelghbormg commumtl 8,

%It serves as'a partn rshxp between

the mining operator an'd its host and

- nelghbormg commumt.tes meanttopro-
‘v:deal ternative livelihood opportynities

i forminefi%orkérs.and their: families.
1" (Ellalyn’B. De Vera) o
. -—‘_L‘ -V‘_“ liji‘_-;-_—“
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* SIDEKICK-NI-LOPEZ MAY RAKET

NAKADUDUDA nang |uios ni: DENR Secretary Gina Lopez ang-
" pagsasarasa llang mallliit na-miring company samanta!ang pinayagan
i *niyang magpatuloy: ang operasyon ng mga ma|a1akmg kompanya na e
. talamak saenvironmental violations. : “,:' 3 Ni ERW]N TULFO
. Taliwas ito sa Ipinangakoni Lopez nang hirangin siyani Pangulong -5

Dutterte na maging kalihim. Narigako itong ipasasara ang) mga minahan ‘ .

na mataga1 nang nang- -aabuso sa-ating likas nayaman.

Kaya'may mga nagtatanong Maly tililing ba ftong si. DENFI Secre-
tary o may iba pang dahllan kaya kaagad ttnallkuran ang kanyang
pangako?, . -

Mmarapat kong mag- lmbestlga at nalaman ko nga mu|a sa DENR

" Insidets na isang ranking official at adviser il Lopez ang Isang “silent

: parlnef' ng mga operator ng arfing mining firms. No ‘wonder now!
RS he'to nga ang |lang kompanya na tmukoy na hindi pumasa sa
_vDENFl audlt and| mspectlon ngumt pinapayagan na makapagpatuloy sa

nggongshomdmmktWI beforeextendmgl.opezasDENFl 1

_' panggagahasa sa kalikasan: . . .- chuaf She doesn't care, anyway, fsheis conhrmed ornotaslongas
- Libjo, ining Corp; AAMPHIL: Natural Flesources and Develop- the President keeps extending hertarm gs DENR secretary.
*ment Corp. Krominco Inc; Carrascal Nickel Corp; Marcventures Min-  Ano bang klase ang takbo ng pag-ns1p nitong si Lopez? Tsk,

' ing and Dev Corp; Fllmenera Resources Corp, Strongbunlt Mining iiSk-.-
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. Phlvolcs said no magmahc eruptlon -

at Mayon

The Phlhppme Inst:tute of Vol-
canology and Selsmol,ogy (Phlvolcs)
‘monitored two rockiall events yester-
day mormng at thei ICOIIIC Mayon Vol-
cano in Albay, where an Alert Level 1
remains in effect owmg to 1ts‘abnormal

condltlon
I its. dally Mayon Volcano bulletm

was imminént but the ‘public: ‘was
cautloned against entermg its: sxx-k:lo-

meter- radius permanent. danger zone |
as. “perem:ual life- threatmg” hazards :

could follow .

The agency said there were pos-
sane risks of “rockfalls, landshdes/ava-
lanches at.the middle to.uppér slope,

sudden ash puffs and steam dnven or .
phreatxc eruptions”. from the Mayon

Volcano’s summit. : At

* “Active stream/river; channels and ‘
those 1dent1ﬁed as perenmally Iahar- ‘

prone. areas on all sectors; of the vol-

' cano should alsobe avmded especially R

during extreme weather condltlons-
when there is heavy and _prolonged
ramfall 2 PhlVOlCS added_.; e
Elsewhere in the Blcol volcamc
belt :Mount Bulusan in Sorsogon
seemed relatwely peaceful after.gen-
eratmg a phreatic eruption Jast: week

Phivoles said it only had three, volcamc‘ :

earthquakes yesterday but, the Alert

LeveI 1 (abnormal) was st[ll ralsed.;._. .
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- an illegal firecracker.- = -,
_ Straybullet Lo "
“on  Monday, Ubial - main-
..~ . *hat Emilyn Vlllanueva,
P ald girl from Mal-
o ,w at the intensive
.jose Reyes Memonal
,enter, suffered injuries
stray bullet and not froti
rate shooting ﬁf’ Jdithéd
- de police. o g ik ebis

’“If i’s a s.hlootmg:\mmdent3

stray bullet from mdlscnmmate
firing because the bullet hit,the
child on the head at the tra}ecto
ry of a stray bullet;: vertical,
Ubial told the Inquirer.

"pensmn system for worke'
‘the private sector: sh ] d
?

7Oy ‘érant ‘ ‘increase m .
o . pens nembers of tHe : salcl in a text message. "k
—_ - ¢ cial Security SyStem (SSS ‘but " President Duterte needs’ ume;

. Sen, Richard Gordon sa:ld the study the matter theh let Us'gt

3ASPING FORLIFE . Fish:pens: rths have lon
. ING _ velong
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‘By Maricar Cined
' @marrcarcmcoINQ

. ; (F:rst of three parts)
BINANGONAN, RIZAL;fowta
Banrmg. 75, kias avivid. memory

>4 uf:

of Laguna d% a)%rpm decad
ago.

She was 16 when she mar-
' ried Remegio, a fisherman’s son,
from Los Bafios town in Laguna

.province. ‘They did not have
much for g honeymoon trip, o

after thei weddmg, Remeg}o
took her for a boat: ride arotnd
Talim Island i in the lake,

The view was an expanse of

sky and water; ‘so clear..you

could actually seeTight through N

it,” Bariring said.. . *, ,

It was 1958 and fish abound-
ed in the lake, they did not.wor-
ry where toget| theirmeals.

Talim is'an islaxid commum— .

ty where film director Ishinael
Bernal shot the 1970s -classic
“Nunal sa 'I‘ublg me

With 17 villages in the- towns ‘
of Bmangonan and Cardona m'

Rizal province, it truly dis’a
“speck” in’ the middle :of the
‘90,000-hectare- (900 square-
. kilometer)lake. . el
Laguna:de Bay i is the largest
inland body of - water_in. .the

Philippines and the. thlrd largest -

in Southeast Asia, its sme about

23 times bigger than the Philip- -

pine capital, Manila. - TR
Thelake region, composed of

zon region  (Cavite, - Laguna
Batangas, Rizal, Quezon), ‘SEIVes
as the country’s “ecological
heart,” said Nereus Acosta, gen-

eral manager of the Laguna Lake -

Development Autho rity'(LLDA).

60 percent of GDP
 Withag percent of the
uy's populamon depen_, : !

almost 6o percent’ of the aP\lﬁ;ﬂr

alms to transform the: lal;%‘ it
v1brant ¢conomic zohe
casmg ecotourism '

e Flirkartal Coaid

" of the fishermen.

i therefore allows p I :

_ ha are illegal.
- ‘.-‘ : t.ﬂ

Ry "‘The planelpasses' ovér that
lake evéry time L. g0 to Davao I

,can‘ see. that there ‘is/nio- more

space for small- fishermen and
they. are complammg i about

their loss. Their .fishing areas-

qe[peen l1m1ted ’;;he said:

DO

-He said his: adnnmstratlon

'would deal with the “negative

impact of watershed destruc-

tion, land conversion and pollu- .

\r.“.

tlon" in the lake."
“Tlus is what I‘ am, tellmg

Mir'ou The pOOT ! ‘fish rmen will

lfave pnonty in its entitle-
‘ments,” he said, -
~. ' L
“ | ‘Chioked’’ .

~ Section 51 of the: Fisheries
Code of the Phﬂrppmes (Repub—

" lic Act No. 8550) states that “not
, Over. 10 ‘percent ‘of the suitable

water surface, ar a,of all lakes
and nvers shall be'allotted for

‘ a : Ly
stocklng densrty rand feedmg

requrrement shall be controlled

" and determmed ’by, the {lake’s]

carrymg capacn:y
'I'he Take’s | capacnty
aly 9,000
ha for aquaculture But:’ over the
years, the area’;covered: by fish
pens and fish cages had grown to
.315 80 ha (as of | June30,:2016).
‘Records from the LLDA
showed that 358 fish pen opera-

. tors, who own':fishing. struc-
. Metro Manila and. the Calabar-- ‘

tures;-occupy -a :combinéd area
of :10;438.74 ha. This means that

_even those operating “egally”

exceed the limit.by a little over
1,000 ha. This also means that
structures occupying over 2,000

aguna de r»mY) really is

9' bod.r_ ét
f it maki St

no mo' ' space
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fo'!}' small flshermen and
. they are complalnmg about their Ioss. ]

'fThelr flshmg areas have been Ilmlted

1
‘, .
£
l.
"

Rodrigo Duterte

I Prestdent‘ s

"x‘ '

., . .andupstream
. Tunasan-downstream
«:+ ‘andupstream

San Pedro | :

- Bifian:. ¢

18- Sta; Rosa-down, mid,_

. .and upstream

-9t Cabuyao -

10

o LosBanos

San Cristobal
SanJuan

" LAGUNA LIRE TRIITARES

t:

b

Code Stationname

15. Sta.Cruz - ETIR
. 16 Pagsanjan Y

17 . . Pangil- downstream and

" upstream o -,..-_\_-;[

18 . Sta.Maria-downstream

.+ and upstream f oy
- 19y Siniloan 0

20 Jala-jala R |
"21.; “Pililia T e f
22 - Tanay-downstream and

.o T upstream

23, Baras

24 Moreng- downstream and
.- upstream - :

25- ' SapangBaho L
26.'" Manggahan Floodw y:

©l . IRXSIGRARE ;?ail

P A-L'

-‘natﬁral food for fingerlingsH

. rnerc1al feed that contnbute to,

P' ducers (ALLEP).
Phytoplankton serves

hence operators rarely nsé com=

|. 4"".}

the lake's pollution.

. The lake also has the capactty
to naturally “cleanse” its water; by1
the entry of saltwater,’ through1
-the Pasig River, once a year R

ok Thiis vanlran T arama ‘dAa Dasr
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the lake (P30 to’P40 akilogram

. for "bangus”) stays . half the
_ p iceiof those from other areas.

“."¥The ALLFP has more than a

: hundred members smost . of

them wealthy mvestors or COr-
-borations.
‘ ‘ﬁ"%t} g the earlyyears retlred’
. mjiﬁi:?ﬂ;y officers, operatgd $triic-
. fures:in the lake. In the 198o0s,
o Tarwanese businessmen came in
fo]lowed by Korean traders.
: q eign iniy s§torelidid not.
last’ fong, because many lost
+ millions of pesos tq typhoons in
~ the 1990s or had been: cheated
. byFl.hpmo caretakers

T Sellmgrlghts
In an effort:to regulate the
gro&mg fish pen industry, the
. LLBA; in 1983,;drew up a zoning
maphBut it took-the agency 12
- yearssto fully, enforce it due to
strong opposition from frsh pen
) operators KR
. ‘The - Fishery -;Zom_ng and
. Management Plan.(also called
Zomap) is like,.a.:subdivision
‘plan, identifying fishing zones
‘and navigational lanes. |
; . The government is-using the
. 2003 -Zomap, known as the “Ar-
~ royo belt” or -the.. "Cataqulz
'belt,” as it was revised durmg
" the administration of then Pres-
.+ ident;Gloria Macapagai-Arroyo,
with Calixto Gataqulz as LLDA
-general manager:: It restricts
fish' ;pens within: a: 10,000-ha
arez and smaller. fish. cages ina
5,ooo~ha area. i
. Over .the paSt 1o years the

- rmts to new mvestors prompt-
ing . other operators to build
structures outside the ‘map that
eat up nav1gatronal lanes

These: permits are renewable
annually for a fee Pf P6,000 per
hectare for fish, .Pers. or P3 000
‘ per hectare for fish cages. .
g Slxty percenthof the tota
| colfectron goes- ‘to the:-'

Deepest point (tri the D:ablo Pass

FAST FAG'I'l
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I.AGUNA DE BAY

1
]

f&télé&f‘fﬁc‘é area (the largest't

|
r

Iakeflh the Phlllpplnes and th:rd;ﬁ o

S%LrtheastAsm)f bE11 I LORPRATI 'y

‘. g

.’ o i,

't",f_ih oy - ‘:: 1:-\
No. of distinct bays (West Bay,lf';;
CentralBay, East Bay, South Bay)...

180G

(or m-‘ék ihan17 times the landy+ - L
X fl . - - e

ar‘.ea.r-f 4uezon City)—

Wats ,Shed area (straddles th i

whole.provinces of Rizal and
‘L.aguna,.and'somie townsin
Batangas,ACav:te, Quezon)

Average volume' 5 j

B I
Smonths. i

area) iy RON . ,j. _ )
Zim b
. . i
Averqge depth TR ;f"‘i‘?
T !” :

Average retentlon tlme s

85pH.

Average water pH Ieve]

285 kim...

Shoreltne (10 5 n; elevatlon)

14000ha

Total shoreland area (at 12.5m
elevatton) o

No. 6f;shorelﬁr1d municipalities
(201 in Laguna, 10in Rlzal 5inNC

2l -

No'.;‘o,ﬁ;s,hocefand.l‘:“aran‘gays (at
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"y canhelp LLDA formulate the master plan,

e L . S ——

S P

Busmessmen
bat for Laguna

Lake fishp ens’
dlsmantlmg

THE Philippine Chamber of Commerce'and: Industry (PECI)
fully supports the government initlative niot to renew the
permits of ﬂshpen operators in Laguna Lake that expired in
December 2016; .

The announcement by Environment Secretary Regina Lopez
. that the government will dismantle big fishpens In the lake

: starting January 2017 was a welcome development, the cham- -

.. ‘ber noted and promised to support the plan to convert Laguna :
- Lake into an eco-tourism-zone. !
Such initiatives go a long way in preservrng Laguna Lake as
* an importantresource in the country, PCCI president George 1

Barcelon said.... ‘
" Laguna Lake’ provldes f sherfolk with IIveIrhood and serves as

 source of water for households and agricultural nrlgatron

Fellpe Gozon, PCCI director for environment and climate,
 noted that the government should lock into the conditions of
other lakes such as Taal Lake , '

“We need to preserve  these fakes as the)r are major sources

 of fresh water and are rich in brodlverslty, Gozon said.

More than reducing the fishpens and cages to‘ensure the |

 sustainability of aquatic resources, the PCCI officials said the

" Laguna Lake. Development Authority (LLDA) should comeup

: with a master plan addressing domestic waste, urban run-off

and agricultural pollution. '
LEDA data showed that 81 percent of pollution come from
. households and 19 percent from industries.
‘Asthe largest business organization in the country, the PCCI

l

‘The 99 OOO-hectare, freshwater Laguna Lake is the Iargest "

 inland body of water in: SoutheastAsra c
. Asawatershed some21 rivers converge intoit.. '. -;i, "

RAADEE S. SAUSA '




DU

B(Lt-,i S MG M:-n.lfz

LEEETEY - TR

Dear Ch_iefjéosté,"
Nais ko sanang,
malamarn kung

mayroon ba akong ;
-malalabag na batas
sa pagbebenta ko ng

aking chain saw.sa
tbang tao? —Karbto

Dear. Karllto, .

Ang batas’ na

surnasaklaw sa inyong .

katanungan ay ang
Section 4 at 7 (@) ng
Republic Act No.
9175 o mas kilala

bilang “Chain Saw-

Act of 2002, kung
saan nakasaad ang
mga sumusunod

Section 2. Persons -

Authorized to Manu-

Jacture, Sell and Im-

port . Chain Saws.

— Chain saws shall .
only be sold and/or
imported by manu- .

Jacturers, dealers and/
or private owners who

are duly authorized .

by the Department of
Environmeént and:
Natural Resources.
Section 7. Penal
Provisions. —

(a) Sellmg, Pur- .

chasing, Re-selling,
Transferring, Distrib-
uting or Possessinga
Chain Saw Without a_

SR

-.Rroper: Permit. Any

_personwho sells, pur-~ ¥
.chases, Jransfer the'
ownersh}:p, distributes . .

or otherwzse disposes

‘or possesses a chain.

‘saw without first se-

curing the: necessary ,

- permit from the De-

. partment shall be pun- -

ished with imprison-

ment of four (4) years, .
. two (2) months and-

one(l)dayto six

(6) years or a fine of -

not less than Fifteen
thousand  pesos

(P15,000.00) but not _

more Thirty thousand
pesos (30,000.00) or

both at the discretion-
- of the court, and the
chain saw/s confis--

‘cated in favor of the
government.

Malinaw sanabang- -
gitnabatasnailigal ang

pagbebenta ng chain
sawna walang kauku-
lang permitna nakuha

sa Deparment of En-
- vironment and Natu-

ral Resources (DE-
NR).

Bukod dito, maaari-
rin kayong maparusa-

-han sa nabanggxt na oy
‘batas kung ang myong .

Ppag-possess o pag-aari

- ng naturangcham saw.
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HAGTANONG N
KAY ATTORNEY |

“ msml' RUEDA-ACOS™T
Chief I'ubﬂc Attomney |

: ,ayq-hindi nakarehis_f_:_rq
‘sa. DENR. Ito ay -

alinsunod sa Section 6
ng parehong batas na

nakalahad ang sumu-'

sunod

Section 6. RegIS-f‘_.

tration of Chain
Saws. - Within a pe-
riod of three (3)
months from the effec-

- tivity hereqf, all per-

sons who own or dre_

otherwise in posses-

sion df chain saws
must register the same
with the Department,
through any of its

© Community Environ--.
" ment and Natural Re-
sources Office, which

shall issue the cor-

responding registra-
tion certzﬁcate orper-

Kung ma'v m'alalabag ban|g-
batas sakaling ipagbili ang
kanvang r.llain saw :

i

it zfit Jinds s}ch

persons to be quﬁh-
ﬁédhereundei‘ o
Every permztlﬁjto

. possess and/or use a

chain saw for legiti-
mate purpose shallbe .
valid for two ‘(2)

. years upon issua ce
- Provided, That per-

mils to possess clmd
use chainsaw zssyed

" to non- commerc:al

archard and fruit tree

. Jarmers shall be vc'rhd

Jor aperiod of ﬁve (5)
yedrs upon zssuance
For this purpose, !;he
Départment shall, be
allowedto collect r: a—
Sonable reg;strat on
fees for the effective .
zmplementatzon of thr.s'

Sa inyong sitwas-

yon, maaari ninyong

. malabag ang nasabing
- batas kung walang -
". kaukulang permiso
- mula sa DENR ang

pagbebenta o pag-

mamay-ari ninyo ng-

. chain saw. Samakat-

wid, kung kayo ay .
hindi tumupad samga,_
" alituntunin na naka-

“saad sa batas, may-

- roon kayong pana-

I\'m" Kavo ay may katanunzan o nais ihingi ne pavong eeal, suniadat sa
VEAGTANONG KA ATTORNEN ni Pereida et BUEGAR Bldg.,

nagutan at maaari

kayong makulong o
pagmultahin o pareho
tungkol dito.”

Nawa ay nasagot
namin ang inyong

. mga katanungan. Nais

naming ipaalala sa inyo

naangopinyongitoay -

nakabase sa inyong - -

mga naisalaysay sa

inyong liham at sa

pagkakaintindi na-
min dito. Maaaring
maiba ang opinyon

kung mayroong ka- :

ragdagang impor-

masyong ibibigay. |
-Mas mainam kung. .

personal kayong sa-
sanggunl sa isang
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Bugkalottribe
receives land tltlesi**

NAGTIPUNAN, .Quirino:For the Bugkalot‘
tribe, it is a blessed New Year réceiving
their Cértificates of Land Ownership

(CLOA) as Agrarian Reform Benefi-.

tiaries (ARBs) from Agrarran Reform
Secretary Rafael Mariano.

‘ Covermg some 4,600 hectares of reset-
tlement area at Keat and Matmad in this
towi to be used prodictively, the CLOA
was recently given to around 1,150 ARBs

Tled by Bugkalot chief Rosario Camma,

also formeér mayor of this town.
Camma said the beneficiaries are the
actual occupants and trllers from the
Bugkalot tribe, and ‘who “also forged
4 ménérandum of- agree’ﬁfent {(MOA)

~ with the-Department of Agranan Re-

form (DAR), stating the obhgatrons of
each party.

The Bugkalots are Indonesran in ori-
gin and aré recorded as-being among

- the first people to come to the Philip-
. pines, also known as the [talon Tribe,
. Kadayakans, Egongots or Ipagls and
* Abacas or Tamsis. ¢

Along with the Agta or Dumagat
people, they were among the first in-

" habitants of the forests of Quirino,
. Nueva Vlzcaya and Aurora provinces

‘whoinitially built their houses on trees

' as protection from their enermes

" Until the 1970s, the Bugkalots were a

trrbe of head hunters and known as the’

Hlongots and were more'into fishing and
hunting in the wilds than in agriculture.

- Inrecentyears, the Philippine govern-

rnent has been making efforts to help
the Bugkalot tribe resolve sorne of their

problems, particularly in hvelrhood and’
,mter—trlbal relations.

‘In order to protect the ARBG, provmcral ‘
agrarian réform officer Arthn) ar Faeldon, -

said under-the MOA the la nd given to

the Bugkalots will not be sold, ‘transferred -

or conveyed except. throughl heredrtary
succession, or to the government :

iFaeldon added that the larrd may also -

be transferred 10" the Landblank of the
Philippines%1°to other qua]rfied ben-
eficiaries in consonance wrth the provi-
sion ‘of Republic Act (RA) 8371 or the
Indrgenous‘Peoples Rights Act of 1997

+*The issuance of the certrﬁcates is part
of the DAR's mandate of lafid- -acquisi-

tion and distribution where e'xcess lands

of the landlords are being ac;qurred for -

distribution to the land]ess, ‘he said.

:According to him, all excess private
lands in Quirino province v»Jere already
acqurred aiid distributed. ;e :

iThe:area has been covered by the Com-
prehenswe Agranan Reform firogram in
1991 wherein six collective CI OAsA were
rssued to qualrﬁed ARBs at thle trme who
were co-owners of the land.

‘As stated under the 19 88 -Compre-
hensive Agrarian Reform Law' (RA 6657)
amended: by the Comprehensrve Agrar-

il ;
ian Reform Program Extension Reforms

(RA 9700), collective CLOAs. should_ be

1ssued to individual ARBs. e \

LEANDER C. DDMINGO-

vES BERVICE
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Juterte to award P60M
0 cleanest coas al areas

President Duterte is set to award
er P60 million in livelihcod sup-

rt funds to the cleanést coastal
_must meet the five criteria set by

mmunities in the country this

nth as the government’s cam-'

ign to stop illegal fishing and
1er destructive fishing practlces
ks into high gear.

Agriculture Secretary Emmanuel”’
1ol said the selection of the clean- -

t coastal communities, dubbed
“Mallnls at Masaganang Karaga-

1" annual Presidential Awards, is

woject of the Bureau of Fisheries
d Aquatic Resources.

MMK, the official.said, aims to -

amote sustainable and responsi-
: fishing in the face of continued

igal fishing activities resulting to

dwindling catch by marglnal ﬁsher
folk.
He added that Coastal towns

the national selection comimittée of
the MMK in order to qualify.
" Pifiol said the criteria'ist\

_ = The coastal town must ha\.(e no
-reported cases of illegal ﬁshlng

- The town must have a declared
and protected marine sanctuary.
- There must be a well-managed

and protected mangrove area.

- The town must have a self-im-
posed closed fishing season which
would coincide with the spawning
season of the fish species found in
its fishing rounds. -~

grounds must be free ‘of ﬂoatlng
garbage and effluence flowing from
factories or processing plants. |
“Reglonal winners who will
ceive P2 million each have been
selected while the five finalists vlwll
i be announced during the awards
: ceremonles expected to be held|in
Malacafiang,” Said Pifio. tlh
P20 millien will be given to the.
MMK Presidential Awardee, while
the firstrunner up'will receive ?8
million and' the_second runner Up
will get 5 million. o
* Pifiol stressed that the prizes
to be given to.the winning toWns
“could only be utilized for Ilvellhood
programs far fisher folks espeually
durlng the closed season for ﬁs‘Ih-

- The coastal waters and ﬁshlng

ing, speed boats for the Bantay
_ Laut members, and activities aiméd
“at stopping illegal fishing.”

Undersecretary Eduardo Gongo-
na; BFAR national director, said the
winfing towns will also be support-
ed by the bureau with fiberglass
fishing boats, fish landing, ancl'sce
makmg facilities.

2016 MMK winners will no 1on-
ger 'be qualified to compete in the
future search for cleanest coastal
communities under the program: -

Pifiol said the exact date of thé
MMK Awards will be announced ias
soon as Malacafiang confirms the
availability of Duterte in view Jof
his very tight schedules (Elena s
Aben)
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Persons w1th dlsablhtxes (PWDs)
shotild be aware of additional:benefits
and. privileges already’ ‘available- to
them under RepubliciAct (RA) 10754,

Department of Social Welfare. and:

Development (DSWD). SecretaryJ udy
Taguiwalo explained that there is no
need-for- supplemental gmdehnes £rom
implémenting agencxes because the
law and unplementmg riles; ‘and £ fegu-
latlons (IRR) aré. sufficierit fo' ' grant
additional dlscounts for the purchases
of PWDs. -

The IRR of RA 10754 or An Act Ex—
panding the Benefits and Privileges of
Persons with Disability was sighed on
Dec/1y '2016 by DSWD; ‘Department:of
Health and National Councll 011 Dis-
ability Affairs, -

Availing of prmleges commenced
on Dec.'28,2016. = ' e

“Qur PWDs can now ava:I"of th

discounts. There should be ng- prob~ ‘

lem about availment-as’the- IRR is

sufﬁclentbasm for the grantofthe dis. 210}

counts. Ifthey encounter problems in
avalhng of their prmleges orthey have

further i inquiries; they can contact the :

NCDA,” Taguiwalo said:.. -

The law grants PWDs w1th exemp—
tion from value-added tax-(VAT) on'the
purchase of certain 'goods and services
from all establishments sub_]ect. to VA’I“
for thair exchIswe useFenjoym
ava:lment Thxs is on top of the

cent dlscount they are already ent:tled
to under ex1st1ng laws.!" " o
It covers restaurarits, recreatlon
centers, such as theaters; ‘cmema
houses, and concert halls; andlodging
estabhshments, such as mns, motor—
ists'hotels; and dormitories. It also ap-
plies to the purchase of medicines and
foods, for special medlcal purposes;.
%&1 and dental semces ,including
la ratory fees and profess:onal fees
fattending

transportation;travel;-‘.fend'
fu ne) aland:bur:al services.:

[establishments to plac
the bengfits and privileg

?ﬁ?‘% ty within the

pu 3
Af}g thesameesta ishmen
are esubJectto VATe emptiontan

SysemSoc:al Secumty yster, ‘
IBIGy-educational asmstance special: .
dxscounts n the purchasezof basic

necessmes and prlme commodltles,/-f

and ;expres)s ‘lanes in a11:~com nerc
e

- consan

Othispurpose, the law requlres‘

"’ng ts'si ! Perso
TANC l:hrus cto prese

prmleges s“uch as ar ID issued by

e
i «includes the iprovision-of
| tax mcentwes for those canngtfor arid
—;_H_._‘__‘___J__

11vmg w1th persons with dlsabxhtles';
up to the fourth degree of affinity or -
ﬁumlty '

Its qmque features include the |
mclusxon of certain vitamins, minerals ,

' and herbs in the definition of drug o |

medxcme as Iong asthese are in accor-
"dance mth the Food and Drug Admin- -
“istration s cut off as well as foods for
special medmal | purposes, and making
-the beneﬁts and‘pnvﬂeges available to -
Filipinos who hold foreign passports -

“but are T eglstered as dual citizens

_ and those'who have re-acquired their :

Fxhpmo éltlzenshlp

.g It is mportant to note, however,

‘that doyble dlsoounts are not al- :

§ - lowed.

This means that 1f a person with '

&20percent discount under '
drsemor citizen 1dent1ﬁca-

; ;dlsabmtyl a senior'citizen, whois also |
it entitled t f
¥, v J;ns/her va,

Enjoy thelr fd’eﬁd benefits and I
the Persons.with Dis.. ility Affairs, |
- Office or |the (City/Munic. al Social
‘Welfare Eevelopment Office of the !

place whemge the PWD resides, the |
~ passport: of' I}e -concerned personI
with apparent;dlsablhty, or an ID is-/

Sued by ttlle NCDA.



