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Protection sought for

mdore S watersheds

- \"(-'Tr = . : T
F SsA “‘m fulness as source of water f 3r domestlc
o e ) use and other related oses
- celdental Mindoro Rep -".Iose- pUurp ‘
phine Ramirez-Sato isrseek- They shall create a multlsectoral
ing the declaration of major watershed management cojincil to-act |

watersheds in-Oceidental oLl L

as over51ght and pohcy making body
over the watershed . .

and Oriental Mindoro a$ watershed
‘reservations to protect:them from in-
diseriminate exploitation and ensure
that the supply of potable drinking
water in the island provinces will not
be depleted. g
“With'a total area of 31517 431 45
hectares, the proposed } Watersh d Res-
éryations in Occidental and?@nental
Mindoro are very criti¢al in | gn_;:.umng
' s availability of water. resourges for
3 eprownceusedforagncu}ture indus-

il

ial and commercial,” she saidqk

\'w.‘

{ileclare the Amnay, Busuanga Gaguray
'Calawagan, Lumintag, Ma urao,
‘Mongpong, Pagbahan and*?g‘ai;mck
; atersheds in; Occidental ) mdoro

th
reseﬁatlons the prunany E;;_urce of,
i _" dl'lnk%:l; wamtﬁfo&pm‘v*mce 5

indigen pp
spec:es of plants trees and ammals
‘ Thereby, the protection’of these'water-
shéds is deenied to be-very crucial as
cnticalwate%r@servmrs of the Mmdoro :
island mhabltants,” she said. -
“The urgeney to pass thls hill is
‘iecessary to protect the watersheds
from indiscriminate explo:tatlon and to
‘be able to maintain ecological balance
and preserve source of water supply for
lthe province,” Sato pointed out.
+House Bill 4617 or the proposed
Mmdoro 'Watershed Reservation Act
tasks the Departinent of Environment,
‘and Natural Résources(DENR) and
*provincial governments of Oriental and
Occidental Mindoro to jointly supervise
1and control the watershed reservations
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, At the current level of mltlg_, t on
sasters, the Ph111pp1ne economy wou
‘ development gams are repeatedly undone, the A

' in a new report.. .- -

The amount is equlvalent
to 83 pexcent of the country’s
2010 gross domestic. product.

' The paper titled Natural
Disaster-Shocks and Macro—
economic Growth in.Asia:"
Evidence for fyphoons and

droughts identifies the Phil- -

ippines'as the'most yulner-"
able country to natural disas-
ters in deVelopmg Asia.

© “Weather-related disasters
account for 90 percent of an---

* nual econotnic damage from":
all. natural dlsasters.m the’
Phlhppmes, makmg it one of .

~ the countries. most exposed. .
to climate change I'lSkS," the
report said.

Around 19. typhoons enter -
the country annually, nine to
10 of which make landfall.’
The multilatéral lender said,..

' typhoons visiting the country,
have! been getting stronger.

- since’ 1990, the strongest be-
ing Typhoon Haiyan in 2013

- which inflicted damages val- .

-ued at P101.79 billion or 0.9

- percent of that year’s GDP.
ADB said in developmg

. Asig, repeated exposure to

natural disasters * ‘may roll
back years of development

‘gains and .exacerbate m-:-

equality.” - L

- Other countries at rlsk of :

“economic penaltles” due to -
"natural disasters are Viet-
nam, Thailand, Indones1a,

Malaysia, Cambodia_ and |

Lao PDR. | [

“To cope with mcreasmg
disaster risks, both short-
tefm adaptation strategles

“like telocation, government

transfers and other social
safety nets, as well as long-
term strategies like.disaster
insurance or similar ex ante
mechanisms are needed the
bank said. )

Effects of typhoons to”

growth may linger for up to -

two: ‘decades, the report said.
Usmg 60 years of ¢yclone and
‘economic data, the? report

“said that per capita GDP.in

developing Asia fell between
3.6 percent and 14.9 percent -
in 20 years becausg of repeat-
'"ed occiirrence of typhoons::

#In selected developing
Asmn economies, typhoons

B' ‘CZERIZA VALENCIA g

and response to the occurrenJe of natural di-
1d lose up fo $300,billion untll|2100 as years of
sian Development Bank (ADB) sald

have resulLd in mgmﬁcant
lost growth for: the period
from 1970 £6 2010 of as high
‘as 7.3 perdent of GDP per
capitain th _'Phlhppmes, the
‘report said [l

'ADB noted the country has
been able t 'weather the reg-
ular onsla ght of typhoons
because o ieufhc:ent fiscal
. space, strofig financial mar-
kets, and stable’ remittances

" but still needs to strengthen ‘

adaptatxon and mitigation
measures for natyral disas-
texs. ;
#This g owth was under-
pmned by strong macroeco-
.nomic fundamentals such as
growth in| remiftances and
in ‘the seryice sector, and
hxgh domestic demand that
‘has shielded the Ph1l1pp1nes
from pers}lstent disasters,”
 the bank said. '
”Howe\%er, the' country has
been unprepared for major
chsasters urther research is
d to find out the ef-
hoons on the vari-
m1c settors, both
‘ rt and long term,

KL S

and ,whether reconstructmn both of whlch are: dependentx P YItis #eamble and cost—effec-
ef'forts«had s:gmﬁcant effects. on- weather andr geographl- tive for vulnerable countrié$ tf
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'GLOBE Telecom encourages its’
mllllons of postpaid customers

to help save thousands of trees_ i

“and reduce greenhouse gas emis- -
_sion by enrollmg their fixed and
- mobile accounts in the. paperless
billing program. Customers who |
_opt for paperless can enjoy the

benefits of receivirg their bills
- within five'days after the cut-off;
V-date, viewing the1r l)lllS online’.*
_anytime and anywhere, and

easily downloading their bills:

in their computers, tablets, or

less, savetrees g

-moblle phones "We work 1n soli- .

darity with the rest of thg world -
in ensuring that we take better ;
care of the planet for the/sake of
,‘the generanons that w1; come, '
.after us. We thus make:every

.effort to ensure that whlbe wedo -

.our best to meet the cur entand

firture needs of our customers, .

we doso without compr?mlslng

the welfate of the enviro ment, :

_.sald Yoly Crlsanto, senior vice !
'pres1dent for Corporat Com-
mumcatlons ‘ - r ,
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‘ew. Delh1—Accordmg 1o popular wisdom,
2016 ‘was a‘terrible year; Horrifi¢ terror
-attacks struck many countries;  The Syrian
crisis ‘claited tens of thousands .of lives.

' ‘Turkey-withstood §uicide bombings, ‘and a

" failed. coup. More. than 70 countries. experi-

enced a decline in fréedom. Political shiocks in-

‘ cluded Brexit and Donald Trump's- victory in
" the US presrdentral electlon—both unforeseen
by the media or political elitd, Zika was

; any mdmclual events, and that people are be- .

declared an international pubhc-health emer-
gency “The year is hkely to be the warmest
-evermeasured: .
~ Reading the oprmon pages there isa sense
that the world is;facing a malaise ‘that exceeds

;»coming. increasingly—and dangerously—~dr—

:vided. But if we take'a step back, it is clear that
there ‘are many reasons to be optimistic. In-

¢ deed, in_ many ways, we are alive at the best

time in history. What's more, some things that

‘we worry about ‘the most, thanks to 24-hour’

news and socral media, are not the issues that

- should keepl us awake atnight.

-, Consider iising mequahty, one of the: year s

: ‘most frequently addressed topics. To be sure,
" over the last two centuriés or 50, the gap be-

‘ tween the lughest and lowest mcornes has
. grown, But that is because pretty much every-
. onewas equally dirt poor in18zo0, More than go
' ,percentof humanity lived in absolute poverty

Then the Industrral Revolutron -arrived,
~bringing rapid income- growth wherever it
spread, with- Cluna since 1978 and India since

1990 recording particularly high rates, As'a re-

' sult, last year, less than 10 percent of the world'
populatron was hvmg inabsolutey poverty

' Furthermore, ‘developmg economres are.

- now’ eontributing to a burgeomng global mid-
dle clidss, whose numbers have | rioreithan dou-
 bled, frorn around one billion peopl in, 1985 to
23 brllron in 2015; This tremendo eductron

. i poverty has sustdined a declme m:global in-

come mequalrty over the last threg

“ Inequality has fallen'by other'n easures as

" well, Since 1992, the nurnber of hu gry people '

worldwrde has plummeted by m‘
_.million, even as the human populatlon grew by

. nearly two bllhon The percentage of people

starvmg has been nearly halved from A4G¢
, cent to 11 percent‘ o ;
In 1870 more than three- quarters of the

. world was illiterate, and access.to education

* older géReratia

was evén more unequal than mcome Today,
..more thar four out of five people canread, and,

, young people’ have unprecedented ‘aceess to

schoolmg he rlhter e come’ mostly from
& A w'- m l,u .
[T o

Ut o
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still need to be addressed they are often
not the ones that | occupy our thoughts and
pubhc debates, "

Trump 8, electlon prompteg d hand-wnngrng
from commentators who fear, that his potential
IE]ECthIl of the Paris climate agreement could

“doom crvrhzatlon " But the '..arls accord was
never going to solve global w tning. In fact,
accoiding. to. the, UN itself, the agreed cuts in
CO2'emissions would produc only1 :percent of

the reduction needéd to keep ythe increase in -

global temperature within '29 Celsrus (3 62
Fahrenhert) of preindustrial leyvels, .

In contrast, 'I‘rurnp s proﬂrse to dismantle
trade deals ‘has’ received verylittle pushback.
On ‘the- contrary, opposition to;tradeis shared
in the trendy neighborhood. i“f of .New York,
Berlin ancl Paris. But cost- ‘e\nefit ‘analysis
shows that freer- trade is the single most pow-
erful way to help the ‘world’s L‘oorest citizens.
Accordmg to research com 'smoned by my
think tank the Copenhagen C nsensus Center,

on otlier p;roblems I

revmng ‘the monbund Do
Round .of global free- trade t
incomes of billions of people
reducing the. number of peopls

1 Development
j‘  would lift the
orldwrde, whlle
e in. poverty. by

an astomshrng 145 million in 15 years i

Qur global health concern
skewed We spernit much of thi§

. are srmrlarly

S.year worrying

about!the’ Zrkavrrus, especially. once it crossed

into'the Uniited States: And it 1s

true that Zika,

which has devastatmg effects )n children, is a

cause for concern' in Brazi} and’

elsewhere Yet

tuberculdsis,  which * has recervecl relatrvely

little attenuon remains the
infectigus disease killer,

brggest global

We "know how 1. treat TB jllSt like we
know How to reduce child dfaths and - rem

in malnutntron These global
sist in no- small part becaus

hallenges per-
of our focus

Let us resolve, then todo better in 2017 We

must stop devotmg our attentig;
1ssues and fajled solutions. On ¢

n to.the.wrong -
hmate change,

development to make green ene gy agenuinely

for example ‘wWe musti embracFr research and

cheaper atternative to fossil fue

. And we. must

shout: fr,om the:rooftops that fi e trade is the’

most eff !

t_lve*concewable anti
At theé“sare” tlme, we need

'overty policy.
fo- remeinber

that most of the important in

dicators” show

that liFSEBEER S datthan it WaSHE N imsa:.
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M;_"unds of trash ‘
greet New Year |’

AS usual; the EcoWaste Coahtlon lamented the:
mountainsiof holitrash (short:for. #holiday” and |
tzagh”) thaf-again sullied the parks, streets and | |
sidewalks of the metropohs aﬁer the New Yea: cel- | |
ebrations.” {

“Ironieally, today is also the start of the Zero Waste
Monith that'is meanf to promiote waste prevention and
reductionfor a cleaner and greener Philippines,” said
Eileen:Sison, President, EcoWaste Coalition.: ;

On New Year's Day, the: FeoWaste Coalition'again | |
went to Pivisoria to car witriess to the trashing of
Manila's streets and to assist the city persorinel in
removingrubbish offRecto Avenite and adjacentstreets.

' Atmediwith rakesand shovels, EcoWaste volinteers
also held'd placard that says “Ganito tayo noon, ganito
pa dintbatayo ngayon? Basura everywherel?'and a | .
banngr with a clear message : that sums up what shou]d '
be' d,ﬁng-imstead “Go Zero Waste: Reduce,Reuse, Recy- |
cle Huwag Mag-aksaya, MagtambakatMagsﬁnog ng ||
Basura

THE tons of foul-smelllng mixed garbage left on one
of the streets in San Andres, Manlla followlng the
New Year revelry. Tooaa :



