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Trees can die
from poster nails

By RUDY FERNANDEZ

T LRPNNE ) RO RS S I e RS, - Ay T I AR AT T (O T o VTN T L 1 T R T TR e 1t

.LOS BANQS, Laguna - If only
trees could vote, millions would
reject politicians whose campaign
materials were nailed on them.

Like any living organism, a tree
also suffers from wounds caused by
sharp objects like nails and staple
WIres.

“Hammering nails and staple
wires and hanging streamers on

A

an added burden to a tree.
“Trees naturally shed oft
leaves, twigs and branches as a
way of managing their weight
burden and phyvsiological pro-
cesses such as transpiraion and
food manufacturing. Theretore,
it is unfair to them it campaigns
will make the trees carry the post-
ers of candidates during the long,
campaign period,” according to
the advocacy paper of forest pa-
thologist Marcelina Pacho.
Ecologically and materially,
a tree can be worth as much as
P8 million during its lifetime,
according to ERDB retired tor-
est scientist Leuvina Tandug,.

trees harm the normal tunction
and health of living trees,”
according to the Ecafisystvms
Rescarch and Development
Burcau (ERDB), an agency of
the Department of Environ-
men! and Natural Resources
based in the University of the
Philivpines Los Banos.

The wounds created on the
trunks serve as the entry point
of decay-causing microorgan-
isms. “Through time, the nails
and staple wires rust and cre-
ate metal stains on the trunk of
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trgefa. The rust and stains react
with the tannic acid and-other

chemical compounds in the
wood, resulting in the tree’s

decreased resistance to decay,”
the E RDB cxplained. #
e agency also said the
deca}a_ or any damage on any
part ot atree, ham pers the flow
Oof water and nutrients from
the roots to the upper parts,
and vice versa. The tree will
not have enough supply of
water and nutrients to sustain
Its needs. The health of the tree

then suffers and it will lead to

stunted growth or death.
The weight of posters is also

Tandug explained that in
half a century, one tree provides
about P6.1 million ($62,000)
worth of air pollution control,
produces $37,000 worth of oxv-
gen, recycles more than $37,000
worth ot water and -provides
$31,000 worth of erosion control.

Two mature trees can pro-
vide the oxygen requirements
of a family of tour.

The shade from trees also
help cool the Earth’s tem-
perature by cooling the air
and ground around them. This
helps reduce the greenhouse
effect by absorbing carbon
dioxide, Tandug added.
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LAST Thursday, [ at-
tended the Shell Power-
ing Progress Together
(PPT) conference held at
Manila Hotel. Since 2012,
through the PPT, Shell has
brought together some of
the world’s leading think-
ers from business, gov-
ernment and civil society
to engage in a dialogue on
future energy challenges.
The goal also is to trigger
concrete  on-the-ground
action and cooperation
to implement solutions
to these challenges. This
year's Asia PPT had for its
theme: “Collaboration for
a sustainable future.”

During the PPT last
Thursday, I joined a panel
on “Energy Transitions
and the Climate Chal-
tenge” with David Hone,
Chief Climate Change
Adviser, Shell Interna-
tional Ltd; Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate
Change Working Group
I Co-chair, Dr. Edvin Al-
drian from Indonesia; and
Philippine Department of
Energy Secretary, Hon.
Zenaida Y. Monsada.

In our panel, I shared
my thoughts about the
Paris Agreement and what
it meant for the Philip-
pines and the Asia-Pacific
region. I started by ac-
knowledging how we are
all feeling the heat with
the world getting warmer
every year; in fact even
monthly  temperatures,
like that in February, has
been breaking records.

Just a few weeks ago,

Fiji recorded the strongest
storm in history, displac-
g Haiyan/Yolanda which
previously held the record.
In the new normal, it will
not be long before Fiji
would have to yield that
record to another unfor-
tunate country. But never
mind the storms; the im-
pact ot climate change can
be more insidious when
subtler. Examples are the
drought that is causing
havoc to our agriculture
sector right now, the coral
bleaching destroying pre-
cious marine resources all
over the world, and the
public health crisis that
is exacerbated by climate
change. What makes cli-
mate change so unjust is
that, even as it spares no
ong, its biggest impact
IS on poor countries and
poor communities who
have contributed the least
to the problem.
Vulnerable  countries,
like the Philippines, have
committed to contribute
significantly to mitigate
the problem even if our
emissions are low. Taken
together, of course, these
emissions would still add
up and increase the accu-
mulation of greenhouse
gases in the atmosphere.
We also cannot be on high
moral ground and ask oth-
er countries to reduce their
emissions while we refuse
to take action. We must not
contribute to our own de-
struction if we expect other
countries to help us when
we are faced with cata-

dard

b

strophic climate events.

I emphasized that Paris
was not just a culmina-
tion of six years of hard
work to find a good way
to move tforward, glob-
ally, on climate change. In
tact, Paris stands out be-
cause it is the first climate
change agreement where
every country bound it-
self to contribute to solve
the problem. That's why
last Dec. 12, 2015 when
French Foreign Minis-
ter Laurent Fabius an-
nounced that the agree-
ment had been adopted,
there was pandemonium,
even jubilation. Those of
us from the Philippines
who were in that “hall
when the announcement
was made—Secretary
Manny de Guzman, Sec-
retary Neric Acosta, dip-
lomat Angela Ponce, and
myself—were up on our
feet, cheering, embracing
each other.

One hundred ninety-six
countries agreeing on a le-
gally binding road map to
mitigating and adapting
to climate change is huge.
That’s all countries of the
world, minus the Vati-
can which usually does
not become a party to a
convention like this. The
Church was, however, very
active though in Paris,
spreading the message of
Pope Francis’ Laudato Si,
urging the world’s leaders
to have moral courage in
addressing climate change.

President Aquino; in
his statements and the
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COLLABORATING TO
ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE

positions he ordered the
Philippine delegation to
take in Paris, definitely
showed moral courage
and leadership. That del-
egation led by Secretary
De Guzman, vice chair
of the Climate Change
Commission, composed
of both veterans and next-
generation climate work-
ers, were one of the most
etfective in Paris. We were
everywhere, in almost all
the issues, shaping the
agreement, always advo-
cating the interests of our
people and of vulnerable
countries. Civil society
recognized the delegation
three times in two weeks
in Paris with “Ray of the
Day” awards for being a
strong voice for strong
climate action.

It must of course be said
that the Paris Agreement
1s not a pertfect, certainly
not ambitious enough to
avoid catastrophic climate
change. There is also not
enough support—especial-
ly climate finance—made
available in the agreement.

But there are two rea-
sons why Paris is an im-
portant step forward:
First, to get 196 countries
to agree to the maximum

possible agreement and
not to the least common

denominator is beyond
expectation. Second, the
Paris Agreement has two
important mechanisms for
the future—first, a self-
improvement mechanism
which allows us to increase
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ambition every five years; second,
a loss-and-damage mechanism
that allows countries in the region
to get compensation and support
for loss and damage arising from
climate change.

The Philippines and other vul-
nerable countries worked hard
for a global target of limiting
global temperature increase to a
maximum of 1.5 Celsius degrees.
We got that, even if it is only as-
pirational. Now, we must aim to
make that number the mandatory
target as early as possible.

Against all odds, we succeeded

in getting strong language on hu-
man rights and ecosystems in-
tegrity into the Paris agreement.
Responding to climate change
should not be just about carbon
but people and nature must be at
the center of it.

Citizens must make their gov-
ernments accountable to legal
commitments they made in Paris.
For the Philippines, we commit-
ted to a 70-percent reduction of
business-as-usual emissions by
2030, the achievement of which
we made conditional on the sup-
port of partners.

To the best that I can estimate,
taking into account our forests

which makes us a net sink today,
this Nat:onally Determined Con-
tribution (NDC) is a 10-percent
reduction from current levels.
That’s still ambitious because we
are expected to grow our emis-
sions in the next few years, with
new coal power plants in the
pipeline. But it is doable and it is
equivalent to most of our neigh-
bors’ commitments.

New laws are needed to man-
date a more diverse energy mix,
among others capping coal, and
to ensure that externalities are
incorporated into energy deci-
sions. Putting a price on carbon,
whether through a carbon tax or

other economic instrument, is a
good option to consider moving
forward. '

Protecting and enhancing our
forests and transforming our
transportation system are key ar-
eas to prioritize if we are to meet
our target.

The private sector must accel-
erate investment in renewables
and, through the collaboration
of academe, foster innovation so
we can adapt better and mitigate
more efficiently. Citizen and ac-
tivist organizations must hold
government and private sector
accountable for their actions and
commitments. And finally, com-

munities, families and individu-
als must look at the way they live
and transition to a less carbon in-
tensive lifestyle.

In conclusion, climate change
challenges the government, the
private sector, civil society, peo-
ples, communities, families, and
individuals to change (pun in-
tended). Only in transforming the
way we live, which includes col-
laborating better for sustainable
solutions, will we be able to over-
come this great, some say greatest,

- challenge of today and the future.

Facebook: tonylavs5 or Dean
Iony La Vifia Twitter: tonylavs
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By JoHNNY C. NUNEZ | Philippines News Agency

Secretary-General Jan Eliasson will visit
the Philippines shortly and will take a
brief Albay sortie on March 8, to personally
review the province’s multiawarded disaster-
risk reduction (DRR) and climate-change
adaptaticn (CCA) programs. |
Albay’s innovative DRR strategy toward
sustainable development continuously gains

LE GAZPICITY—United Nations Deputy

P rr—

-

sustainable development. Expected to be
with Eliasson are Haoliang Xu, assistant
secretary-general, United Nations Devel-
opment Program (UNDP), Assistant Ad-
ministrator and Director of the Regional
Bureau of Asia Pacific; Ola Almgren, UN
Philippines resident coordinator; Titon
Mitra, UNDP country director, Philip-
pines; Mark Bidder, OCHA Head of Oftice,
Philippines; Subinay Nandy, Asia-Pacific
Division chief; Rebecca Page, special assis-

world recognition and acclaim. Eliasson’s
visit forms part of the preparations for
the 2016 World Humanitarian Summit
(WHS) in Istanbul, Turkey, on May 23 and
24, where the Philippines will be presented
as sole global model for DRR-CCA, featuring
Albay’s pioneering strategy.

Albay Gov. Joey Salceda will briet Eli-
asson and other UN officials and guests
during their visit on Albay’'s innovative
approach in linking up DRR and CCA with

tant to the DSG;and Sophie Nuon, OCHA
Humanitarian Affairs officer.

Cedric Daep, Albay Public Safety and
Emergency Management Office head, said
Salceda’s briefing will also touch on Albay’s
successful rehabilitation strategies after
Typhoon Reming hit Albay hard in 2006,
which enabled the province to rise and get
back on its feet in a few years.

The UN executive will also visit the Al-
bay Climate Change Academy, the first

of its kind in Asia, serving as a training
center on DRR and CCA, for local govern-
ment officials and inany coming from other
countries, said Daep.

The UN Humanitarian Summit isa “global
call to action by UN Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon,” the first of its kind, according to
the WHS web site.

It is scheduled at the Istanbul Congress
Center and the Lutfi Kirdar Convention and
Exhibition Center in Istanbul, Turkey.
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‘Review sustainable dev't Strateg}

LEGAZPI CITY — United Nations
Deputy Secretary-General Jan
LEliasson will visit the Philippines
shortlv and will take a briet Albay
sortie on May 8, to personally re-
view the province’s multi-award-
ed isaster Risk Reductron (DRRj
and Chimate Change Adaptation
(CCA) programs.

Aibayv’s innovative disaster risk
reduction (Dlxlx)m rategy towards
sustainable deveiopment contfin-
ousivoeans world recognttion and
acclaim. Fliasson's vistt torms pard
of The prepara aons for the 2006
World Humanyitartan Summniit
(WHIS) i tstanbul next Mav where
the Philippines vill be presented as
sole global mviﬂi tor DIRR-CCOA,
featuring Albay s proneering strat-
CUN

Albay Governor Joey Safceda will
brici Flia-son and other ON otfticials
and guests during their visit on A=
bav'sinnovativeapproachindimking
up DRR and CC A with sustaimable
development. | xpected 1o be with

secretary-general,

Eliasson are Haollang Xu, assistant
United Nations
Development Program, Assistant
Administrator and Phirector of the
Regional Bureau of Asta-Pacific; Ola
Almgren, UN Philippines resident
coordinator; Titon Mitra, UNDDP
Country Director, P hihppmva Mark
idder, OCHA L ]L‘dd of Otfice, Phil-
lpplm‘- Subinay Nandy, Asia-I’a-
citic Division chiel; Rebecca Page,
Special Assistant to the DSGrand
Sophie Nuon, OC BEA Humanitartan
Atfairs Officer.

Dv. Cedric Daep, Albav Public
Satety and Emergency Management
Ottice (Apsemo) head, said Salee-
da’s briefing will also touch on Al-
bav’ssuccesstul rehabilitation strat-
ceies atter Tvphoon Reming (Duri-
an} hit Albav hard in 2006, which
enabled the l}rm-’nm* to tise and get
back on its feet 1in a tew vears.

The UN executive will also visit
the Albay ClimateChange Academy

(ACCA)Y, the first of s I\md in Asia,
serving as a training center on DRR

and CCA, tor local government offi-
cials and manyv coming tfrom nther
countries, satd Dacp.

The UN Humanitarian Suimmit
on May 23-24 is a “global call to
action bv UN Secreta rv-General Ban
Ki-moon,” the first of its kind, ac-
cording to the WIS website. It 1
scheduled at the Istanbul Congress
Centerand thel uti: Kirdar Conven-
tron and bxhibition Center m Istan-
hul. Turkey. The Philippine aelega
tHon tothe summitwillanexhibition
and tair that will showcase the Albav
DRR model that highlights 1t boes!
practices m hum. nitarian aspect,
particularivits dime neions on disas-
for 1f-5~llwmj~. and sustamabie devel-
opment.

The Albay Chimate Change Acad-
emy | ACCA-Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion Management Training Institute
(ACCA- l)lxlx M T has been created
by law. Asatramimginstbitubion, it s
amone the imnovations UN bec. veen.
Fliasson will ook mte during hs
March 8 visit.
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GENEVA (PNA/Xinhua)-Each year
more than seven million deaths world-
wide could be attributed to air pollu-
tion. and climate change causcd tens
of thousands of deaths annuallv trom
other causes, Margaret (Chan, Director-
General of the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO), warned Thursday:.

Speaking during the UN Human
Rights Council’s panel discussion on
the relationship between climate change
and heath, Chan said that by 2050,
experts predicted that climate change
would cause an additional 250,000 deaths
each year. Just from malaria, diarrhea,
heat stress, and under-nutrition.

“Droughts, floods. wildfires and heat
waves claimed human hves. The world
could not atford not to take open action.
Holding countries accountabie for their
climate polictes was also a matter of fair-
ness,” she noted, adding that tor public
health, climate change had become the
defining issue for the 21st century.

Simce the impact of climate change

LTI TR TR P ALY e e
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was universal, unpredictable, and some-
times contested, she said, human beings
were unquestionably the most important
species threatened by climate change.

The World Meteorological Organiza-
tion figure has showed that the year 2015
was the hottest year since records began
in 1880, and this year was predicted to
be even hotter.

“Droughts threatened already per-
ilous food supplies, especially 1n poor
countrics where subsistence farming
was rain-fed,” Chan stressed.

According to the UN official, the
scale of this threat was immense. In
some countries more than 70 percent of
the population depended on subsistence
farming for livelihood. Outbreaks of
cholera thrived under too much or too
little water. Insects and other carriers
of disease were very sensitive to heat,
humidity and rainfall. Climate change
had given dengue a vastly expanded
geographical range and could do the
same for malaria.

Air pollution, climate change kill
millions of people every year

“More than half of the world popula-
tion lived in an area where Aedes aegypti
mosquitoes. the principal vector for Zika,
dengue, and chikungunya. were present.
The warming temperatures threatened

to expand this geographical range even
_further.” Chan warned. |

All these consequences for health |
made the first global climate change
agreement reached 1n Paris last yearnot
just an environment but a health treaty |
as well, and human rights obligations.,
standards and principles had the power
to shape policies for climate change miti-
gation and adaptation, she said.

According to her, one of the biggest
barriers that stood in the way of reahizing
the right to health was poverty.

“The poorest households in the world
were ferced to rely on the most polluting
energy sources just for everyday cook-
ing. Use of these energy sources, which
caused heavy indoor air potlution, was
assoclated with more than 3.5 million
deaths each year,” she said.
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Australia turns its back on climate science

L T g i

The New York Times editorial

bor decades, Australia has run the

most advanced and comprehensive
atmosphere and ocean monitoring
drovrams in the Southern Hemisphere,
sroviding critical intermation not only
or anation that s already the driest on
carth and tast getting drier, but also for
aworld in urgent need of such data to
<scarch for wavs to cope with climate
change |

[ ast month, to the dismayv of climate
scientists around the world, Australia’s
rederally financed science agency — the
Commonwealth Scientitic and Indus-
trial Research Organization, or Csiro

~announced plans to shift its tocus to
commercially viable projects and cut or
reassign 350 researchers. The decision,
as more than 3,000 climate scientists
have declared in an open letter to the
Ausiralian government, demonstrates
a deplorable misunderstanding of the
mportance of basic rescarch into what
s arguably the sreatest challenge facing
the planet.

Larrv Marshall, a Silicon Vallev
technologv entrepreneur and venture
captialist who returned to Australia in
Januarv 2015 to take charge of (_%110
explained the change in the agency’s

18 a “canary in the climate change

mission by saving that climate chango
was now a settled qum[um and the nen
question is what do we do about 1t and
how do we find solutions for the climate
we will be living with.” The deciston did
not come entirely out of the blue: Aus-
tralia’s national climate policy has been
in political flux for more than a decade,
and it May 2014, Csiro’s budget was
severely cut and almost 1000 positions
were eliminated. But climate screntists
were stunned by the severity and 1ilogic
of Dr. Marshall’s decision.

Certainlv there are gut‘}d FeAsOns ror

research institutes like Csiro to coopoer-
ate with industry in the search for wavs
to adapt to a warming planet. But to
do this at the expense ot rescarch and
monitoring — undermining the scarch
ror commercially viable solutions that
Csiro proposes to joimn — makes no sense.
meg -term research on carbon dioxide
evels in the atmosphere, and on chang-
ing ocean and weather processes, 1s es-
sential to learn what lies ahcad and how
to prepare for it. Moreover, as the open
letter from the scientists put it, Australia
COal
spanning ditferent climate zones

mine.”

and experiencing steady decreases in rainfall.

The cutbacks could also obstruct Australia’s role in

supporting the landmark climate agreement reached
n Parisin December, which, amonyg other things, calls
on screntifically advanced countries like Australia to
assist develnplmj countries with advice and support.
Lead scientists from major United States organizations,
including the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tton and the NASA-sponsored Advanced Global Atmospheric
Gases Experiment, have begun quietly urging the Australian
covernment to reverse course. At the very least, the govern-

*-lk

..*'“'r

At should suspend the changes at Csiro and allow an
¥ adent review of whether they are in the best interests

cralia, the Southern Hemisphere or the earth.
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of Filipinos now have access to
the Internet through their
smartphone, based on industry
estimates. It has allowed the
rise of property portals, which
reveal that investors are also
looking beyond congested
Metro Manila for property in-
vestment.

Real estate opportunities

The Thomson Reuters Foun-
dation reported that real estate
loans in the country hit a record
high of P1.23 trillion ($25.69

billion) in the
third quarter
of 2015, per
data from the
Bangko Sen-
tral ng Pilip-
inas. It re-
flects a grow-
ing  confi-
dence in the
property sector as a whole, as
well as the tremendous support
given by the banking and lend-
ing industries in the Philippines.

Secondary cities such as lioilo
and Cebu have become more
popular BPO hubs, with the lat-
ter being named the country’s
second-largest (and  eighth
biggest worldwide) outsourcing
center, per Michael McCullough,
managing director of KMC
MAG, an international affiliate
of Savills.

Putting these secondary cities
on the global investment map 18
the next step for developers,
who are increasingly using so-
cial media to reach and educate
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first-time and even experienced
buyers or renters.

Low-cost housing segment
Although there are many ex-

_citing investment opportunities

in the Philippines, there are
concerns regarding affordabili-
ty of residential properties. To
date, industry experts estimate
that the country lacks some
5 million housing units, and
that number can only grow as
prices soar in the coming years.

‘The Chamber of Real Estate
and Builders’ Associations Inc 1s
advocating through its five-
point housing agenda, "A Home
for Every Filipino.” The organi-
zation is also pushing for the es-
tablishment of a “Department
of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment” in the country as a neces-
sary reform to address the hous-
ing situation in a time when a
real estate bubble is always a
probability.

Learning from one another
A meaningful and informa-

tive discussion with the coun-

try’s industry and market lead-
ers together with similar-mind-
ed professionals can find solu-
tions to address these burning
issues. While the future is sunny
for the Philippine real estate
sector, an open discussion fea-
turing experts and peers can be-
come an effective way to dis-
cover new ideas to improve the

industry and promote change.

[n line with this, PropertyGu-
ru, Asia’s leading online proper-

. f 1, | ié_s ‘{;&1 4%
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ty portal group with 14 million
monthly users, will be holding
the Property Report Congress
Philippines 2016, a high-level
conference to discuss the past,
present and future of the coun-
try’s real estate industry.

The summit will feature the
country’s top industry experts, -
cluding opening keynote speaker
Lindsay J. Orr, chief operating of-
ficer of Jones Lang LaSalle Philip-
pines, who will give the “State of
the Market” address, and John W.
Mims, chief connector and man-
aging parmer of The Hunting
Ridge Group, who will lead a
workshop called “Driving rev-
enue through social media en-
gagement: Strategies that work™;
and panelist Dr. Francisco G.
Dakila Jr, managing director,
Monetary Policy Subsector of the
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas.

The whole-day conference,
which will be held between
9 am. and 3 p.m. at Fairmont
Makati, will also feature expert
panel discussions moderated by
McCullough (“The road ahead:
how Manila should address its in-
frastructure problems”), Rufino

(“Going, going, gone green in the

Philippines™), Jarabata (“Brand-
ing the Philippines: the rise of
branded real estate”), ANC an-
chor David Celdran (“We need to
talk about the bubble, or do

we?”) and Property Report mag-

a7ine’s editor in chief and brand

director Liam Aran Barnes
(“Looking beyond Metro Manila:
the Philippines’ emerging mar-
kets”).
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ENVIRONMENTAL group Ecowaste Coalition on Friday
called for regulations to reduce and prevent cadmium pollu-
tion. Cadmium is found in abundance in plastic tarpaulin
used as campaign materials.

The group earlict warned
that thousands of people
working for politicians are
in danger of being exposed
to toxic levels of cancer-
causing cadmiunt.

It a letter sent to the De-
partment  of  Environment
and Natural Resources, the
coalition reguesiea Secretary
Kamon Paje through the En-
vironmental  Management
Bureau to initiate the crafting
ot a Chemical Control Ome;
for Cadmium and Cadmivm
Compounds, which belong
t0 the Philippine Priority
Chemicals List.

“We make this proposi-
tion in response to the dan-
gerously high concentra-
tions of cadmium aetected
in some items through the
chemicals screening it con-
ducted using a portable
X-Ray Fluorescence |XREFj
device, said Ecowaste presi-
dent Sonia Mendoza.

The group cited the re-
sults o1 its chemicals screen-
ing on plastic tarpawins,
fashion accessories and jew-
elry, coliee mugs and toys it
justity its proposal.

For exampile, all of the 300

pieces of 2016 election cam-
paign tarpaulins seized by the
Metro Manila Development
Authority and donated to
Ecowaste for recycling purpos-
es were found to be fades with
cadmium ranging from 697 10
1,921 parts per million.
Another example: eight
types of bracelets obtained
by the group in 2015 from
fashion jewelry vendors in
Diivisoria and (Juiapo were
found positive for cadmium
i the range of 15 percent (or
150,000 ppm; to 32 percent
(or 320,000 ppm). In 2013,
the group found cadmium
up to 165,360 ppm iz 26 out
of 50 samples of cheap fash-
ion accessories and jewelrv.
Fcowaste noted that the
tevels of cadmium found in
the jewelry and tarpaulin
mmpl s cited above were
way above the Furopean
Commmission  Regulation
No. 494/2011  cadmium
himit ot 0.01 percent (or 100
ppm) for jewelry, plastics
and brazing sticks.
“Cadmium exerts toxic ef-
tecis on the kidney, the skeletal
angd the respiratory systems,
and is dassified as a hurmnan

carcinogeri, according to the
World Health Org&mz&tmn,
which has listed cadmivm
among the “10 chemicals of
major public health concern.”
‘As a chemical safety ang
zere ‘waste advocacy group.
we are deeply concerned with
the environmental polintiorn:
from: cadmium, particularly
in relaton o the unregu-
Jatea disposal of cadmivm-
containing waste materiais ui
dispasal sites, Mendora said.
Jﬁa,nwt}rduﬂg to United Na-
gon:  snvironmend  ¢ro-
gramme Final Review of
Scientific  Information  on
{j draium, products contain-
ing cadmium are not typically
collected separatety from the
cerieral waste stream in de-
veloping countries.
“Therefore cadmium dis-
cards will end up in murnd-
pal waste and dispased of in
landfills, incineration, 'open
burning o©r indiscrimingte
dumping. Some of the cac-
mium in these products wit:
be releasea to the envivon-
ment, the extent of which
depends on disposal mﬂﬁ%
od, control iwghnmngms
plied and other factors.”
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Panagutin ang
bgy. officials sa
maruruming estero

SANG malaking basurahan ang mga estero sa

Metro Manila. Nakakadiring tingnan ang lalutang-
lutang na mga basura. Meron na ba kayong nakitang
malinis na estero sa lungsod. lilan lang. Halos lahat
ng mga estero ay namumutiktik sa basura.

Pinakamaraming estero sa Maynila ang halos hindi
na umaagos ang tubig sapagkat punumpuno ng ba-
sura. Umaalingasaw ang mga estero sapagkat bukod
sa mga plastic na supot, botelya, cup ng noodles, sa-
chet ng shampoo, coffee, pati dumi ng tao ay sa estero
na itinatapon. Isang malaking basurahan at kubeta
ang mga estero sa Maynila. Habampanahon na ang
mga plastic na basura sa estero sapagkat hindi natu-
tunaw ang mga ito. Hindi mareresolba ang pagbaha sa
Maynila sapagkat umaapaw ang mga estero sa basura.

Pero may ginagawang kampanya ngayon ang
Metro Manila Development Authority (MMDA) sa
mea estero. Nililinis nila ang mga estero at tinawag
nila itong “Estero Blitz”’. Ang mga tauhan ng MMDA
Flood Control and Sewerage Management Office ang
nangangasiwa sa “Estero Blitz™.

Una nilang sinampolan noong Martes ang paglilinis
sa mga estero sa Maynila. Dalawang estero --- ang
Estero Kabulusan sa Pritil, Tondo at ang North and
South Antipolo open canal — ang kanilang nilinis.
Nahirapan ang mga tauhan ng MMDA sa pag-alis ng
mga basura sapagkat ang mismong estero ay tinayuan
ng barung-barong. Hindi makadaan ang backhoe
para mahukay ang mga basura. Nang matapos ang
paghalukay, nakakolekta sila ng 20 truck ng basura.

Matapos linisin, kinunan ng pictures ang estero.
Avon sa MMDA ang pictures ang kanilang ebidensiya
na nilinis nila ang estero. Isa-submit umano nila ang
pictures sa Office of the Ombudsman at ito na ang
bahalang magsampa ng kaso sa barangay chairman
at mga opisyal dahil sa negligence. Avon pa sa MMDA
responsible ng barangay officials na linisin ang mga
estero para hindi magkaroon ng baha.

Nararapat panagutin ang barangay officials sa
pagdumi ng mga estero, kanal at iba pang daluyan
ng tubig. Sila ang dapat mangalaga sa mga estero sa
kanilang nasasakupan. Sampolan ang barangay of-
ficials na walang pakialam kahit umaapaw at umaa-
lingasaw ang basura sa mga estero.
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Basilan peasant-families finally

awarded lands after 17-yr petition

COTABATO CITY — Atter 17 years.
54 peasant-families in Basilan have finally
received official documents entitling them
ownership of lands they have been cultivating
for decades.

The Department of Agrarian Reform of
the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao
(DAR-ARMM) awarded to the 54 tarmers cer-
tificates of ownership covering 153 hectares of

rubber plantation in Lamitan City and organiz-
ing them into a bloc named as Maloong-Canal
Farmers Agrarian Reform Multi-Purpose
Cooperative.

The awarding ceremony was held last
Tuesday in Lamitan City. DAR-ARMM Sec-
retary Amihilda Sangcopan sald in a state-
ment.

ARMM Information Bureau Director Amir

workers filed a petitioned seeking to own parts
of the plantation that they tilled for years.

However, lack of resources and support
trom the bureaucracy kept the petition in the
back burner for 17 years.

But when the Supreme Court Issued a
decision in favor of the peasants. the DAR-
ARMM swiftly moved to grant them owner-
ship of the land. (Al G. Macabalang)

Mawallil said the awarded farms were derived
from the long-defunct Basilan Agricultural
Corporation (BATCO) where the 54 recipient
farmers had been working.

ARMM Governor Mujib Hataman lauded
ihe awarding of ownership certificates, de-
seribing it as a landmark victory for the lana-
less peasants, Mawalll said.

Upon the closure of BATCO, the tarmer-
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'lsang pagsaludo 8 mga kababa:han :

(nnu&,umta natn ngayong Marso ang Buwan ng “""’“?vé' Sl

mga Kababaihan o Women’s Month. N
I Tema ng selebrasyon ngayong taon mga “Kapa- | (8 N
kanan ns Juana, [sama sa Agenda'” iy, V7

[to ay bilang panawagan para sa mas balanseng

| Liderato at pamumuno para samga kababaihan sa pare-
hong pampubliko at pribadong sektor.

I‘anawagan din ng tema ang pagtitiyak na kasama

‘ at1saalang-alang ang usapin ng kababathan sa bawat
destsyong gagawin kagaya ng pagsasanay at pagha-
handa sa mga babae sa pagtupad at pagkakamit ng
kanilang ambisyon at pangarap.

Pero para sa amin higit na mahalaga ay ang pag-

papahalaga pa nating lalo sa kalusugan at kaligtasan
ng mga kababaihan lalo sa pagkakataong manganga-
nak sila. If

Pag-aralan dapat ng mga ahensya ng pamahalaan kung paano pa sila matu-
tulungan sa mga pagkakataong nagdadalang-tao sila bukod pa sa mga benepis-
vo nilang natatanggap sa kasalukuyan. * .

Dapat tandaan na ang usapin ng kalusugan at kaligtasang ito ang nagbun-
sod upang magkaroon tayo ngayon ng International Women's Day at Women's
Month tuwing Marso. I :

Kasabay ng nalalapit na halalan, bagama’t bukas naman sa lahat ang pag-
kandidato, mas makabubuting mas maraming pagpipilian. I

Simulan natin ang pantay na pagtrato sa kababathan sa loob ng ating bahay * ¢
upang lumaganap ito sa buong bansa. :
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