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Environment Secretary Ramon Paje unveils the Elephant Monumental Sculpture, partly made from the ashes of over fo
elephant ivory tusks, during the celebration of World Wildlife Day at the Ninoy Aquino Parks and Wildlife in Quezon City 2
Fligh:t photo shows Girlie, a Philippine Eagle blinded in one eye by a slingshot projectile. Unable to return to her habitat
park’s most popular resident and poster bird in the fight to preserve all endangered species in the wild. " BOYSANTOS/
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turned lnto monument

By RHODINA VILLANUEVA

A P400-million elephant

sculpture made from the ashes

of more than four tons of con-

fiscated ivory tusks was un-

veiled yesterday at the Ninoy
Aqumo Parks and Wildlife -

Center in Quezon City.

* The sculpture will serve as a
reminder of the internationally
acclaimed action of the govern-

merit and its support for global
efforts against elephant poach-

ing and illegal ivory trade,

according to Environment

Secretary Ramon Paje.
The unveiling of the sculp-

~ture' marked the global celebra-
‘tion of World Wildlife Day.

“The Philippines was the

Turn to Page 16
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first to have spoken out agamst
illegal wildlife trade. The life-

size structure means we w111_

not tolerate it,” Paje said.

The Philippines was the
'ﬁrst non-elephant country to
ile of
illegally traded .ivory with
an estimated value of around _

destroy a huge stockp

P450 million.

Since then, a dozen coun-'

tries such as China, France,

Hong Kong, Thailand, United
Arab Emlrates and the US have -

followed suit.

He said the country s war

Iagamst illegal wildlife trade

has been successful and it
highlighted the 1mporta‘née of
biodiversity.

Paje said the sculpture fep- -

resents the natural position

of a mother African elephant

protecting her calf.

“The upper circles repre-
senting their faces symbolize
B POGI conducted about 96 law
enforcement operations; con-
fiscated more than 24,000 wild-

the quest for the continuation
of life of these creatures. The
dark color, contrastmg the
natural off-white ivory tusk,

embodies the Phrhppmes sup- -
port for global efforts against

-elephant poachmg and lllegal
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1vory trade," he said. _
The Department of En-

‘vironment and Natural Re-
~ sources chief said the super-
1mposed tusks, which are

almost as high as the pachy-

derm’s body, represent the
beauty of the creatures with
-therr tusks intact.

‘The sculpture is made of

' ,'COHCIEte and ashes of the tusks
that the authorltles burned in

]une 2013.
It was made by ]anus Nu-

fiez, a Fine Arts graduate of the
Umversxty of the Philippines.

on Ivo

and Protection Act.
In less than three years,

life specimens, 500 of which

~were endangered species, and

filed 55 criminal complaints

' agamst 196 v1olators

To fight the illegal trade, the
| Plnhpplne Operations Group
(POGI) and Illega}_
.Wildhfe Trade was formed in-
2013. o

POGI was tasked to enforce
Republic Act 9147 or the Wild-
life Resources Conservatlon ._

- 03-MAR2016
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Nineteen persons have been

 convicted for violating RA

9147.

During yesterday’s ceremo-
ny, the DENR cited individu-
als and officials from various

agencies and local government

units who helped support the
agency’s efforts. .
About 75 men and women
from law enforcement units,
concerned agencies and courts
were named wildlife law en-

~forcement awardees. = i
- The country’s campaignh

against the illegal ivory trade
was supported by the United

‘States Agency for Internatlonal‘

Development.
The Philippines is among
eight parties to the Conven-

tion on International Trade in |

Endangered Species (CITES)

of wild fléra and fauna that

have been implicated in the

‘illegal ivory trade, and con-

sidered among primary coun-

tries to watch for such illegal

activity. |
In March 2013 the CITES
Standing Comimittee ordered

these eight countries and elev-
en secondary countries to
develop national ivory action

plans to stop the illegal trade.

~ With Ted Torres
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BY EVAN ORIAS

'THE Department of Environment and Natu-

ral Resources yesterday unveiled a life-size
sculpture depicting two elephants made
from ashes of smuggled tusks in observance

-0f the World Wildlife Day.

Environment Secretary Ramon Paje said
at least five tons of smuggled elephant tusks
were destroyed in 2013, a landmark action
against illegal ivory trade.

The pulverized tusks were later on cre-
mated at a government animal incinerator
to ensure complete destruction. The tusks
were reduced to two tons of ashes after
being incinerated.

Paje said the sculpture, conceptualized

by University of the Philippines Fine Arts

graduate Janus Nufiez, represents a mother
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elephant and her calf.

The art work can be seen at the Ninoy
Aquino Parks and Wildlife Center in
Quezon City, which serves as the head-
quarters of the DENR'’s Biodiversity Man-
agement Bureau.

“The actual value of this sculpture is
priceless, because we cannot put a value
to the thousands of elephants that were
killed for their tusks,” Paje said, adding
the sculpture will remind the public of the
country’s support for global etforts against
elephant poaching and illegal trade.

The DENR also commended 97 individuals
with the Wildlife Law Enforcement Awards
for supporting its campaign against wildlife
trade that resulted in the rescue or confisca-
tion of around 2,270 different species and the
filing of charges against wildlife law violators.
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PINAN GUNAHAN ng
‘Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural

Resources (DENR) ang

pagdiriwang ng World
Wildlife Day kasabay
ng = pagpapakita ng
isang istatwa na gawa
'sa abo ng pangﬂ ng
elepante. |

Ang mga 'dinurog
at sinunog na pangil ng
elepante ay mula sa may
- P400 milyong halaga ng
ivory tusk na nakum-
‘piskarfig mga awtoridad
na - tinangkang - 1pasok
at ilabas ng bansa, may
“dalawang taon na ang na-

kahhpas .

Ayon - Kkay
Secretary Ramon J. P.
Paje, ang istatwa ay mag-
papaalala sa pagsuporta
ng bawat isa.sa kampanya

‘ng pamahalaan laban sa
pagpatay sa mga ¢lepante

at sa 1ligal na pagbebenta
1ng pangll ng mga ito.

“The actual value of

- this sculpture is priceless
because we cannot put a
value to the thousands of

elephants that were killed ;

for their tusks,” ani Paje.
Sinabi m1 Paje na

para makuha ang pangil

ng elepante ay kailangan

DENR

| ltong pataym

Anilya, sa progra—
mang 1o ay 1pmak1k1ta
ang komitment ng. Pilipi-

nas sa Convention on In-

ternational . Trade in En-

dangered Species of Wild
Flora and Fauna (CITES)

na masugpo ang iligal na
bentahan ng wildlife spe-
cies.

Ang skulturang istat-
wa ay ang pigura ng isang
inang eclepante at anak
nito pinag-iingatan ang
kanilang pangil para sila
ay mabuhay at makikita

ito sa may Ninoy Aquino
Parks and Wildlife Center -

sa Lungsod ng Quezon at

“itinaturing na headquar-

ters din ng Biodiversity
Management Bureau ng
DENR.

Samantala, nanawa-
gan si Biodiversity Man-
agement Bureau (BMB)

‘Director Mundita Lim

sa publiko na ipagbigay-
alam sa mga awtoridad
kung may mga iligal na

bentahan ng hayop sa

kanilang mga lugar.
Ang lalabag sa wild-
life law ay may parusang

20 taong pagkakulong at

multang milyong piso.
'MONCHET LARANO
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£CO group pushes
ban of cadmium
In products

THE environment-advocate group EcoWaste Coali-
tion has urged the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) to formulate a regulation
that will prevent and reduce cadmium pollution.

The group asked Secretary Ramon Paje to initiate
the crafting of a Chemical Control Order (CCO) for
Cadmium and Cadmium Compounds, which belong
to the Philippine Priority Chemicals List.

“We make this proposition in response to the dan-
gerously high concentrations of cadmium detected in
some items through the chemicals screening it con-
ducted using a portable X-Ray Fluorescence (XRF)
device,” wrote Sonia Mendoza, president of EcoWaste
Coalition. |

The group cited the results of its chemicals screen-
ing on plastic tarpaulins, fashion accessories and jew-
elry, coffee mugs and toys to justify its proposal.

The 300 pieces of election campaign tarpaulins
seized by the Metropolitan Manila Development Au-
thority and donated to the group for recycling purpos-
es were found to be laden with cadmium ranging from
697 to 1,921 parts per million (ppm). |

The EcoWaste Coalition also found eight types of
bracelets from fashion jewelry vendors in Divisoria
and Quiapo were found positive for cadmium in the
range of 15 percent (or 150,000 ppm) to 32 percent (or
320,000 ppm).

The group noted that the levels of cadmium found
in the jewelry and tarpaulin samples were way above
the European Commission Regulation No. 494/2011
cadmium limit of 0.01 percent (or 100 ppm) for jewelry,
plastics and brazing sticks. |

“Cadmium exerts toxic effects on the kidney, the
skeletal and the respiratory systems, and is classified
asahuman carcinogen,” according to the World Health
Organization (WHO), which has listed cadmium
among the “10 chemicals of major public health con-
cern.”

- According to UNEP Final Review of Scientific In-
formation on Cadmium, products containing cadmi-
um are not typically collected separately from the
general waste stream in developing countries.

Cory Martinez
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Jomt venture to launch

Sicogon tourism pro;ect 2

Ayala Land Inc. (ALD and

‘Sicogon Development Corporation .
(SIDECO) will launch Sicogon Island
Tourism Estate development

within the first half of 2016. .
- The ALI-SIDECO Jemt'venture

18 expected to drive economic

progress in Western Visayas and
‘the entire region as it servesasa
‘tourism hub for surrounding or

nearby destinations like Gigantes,

- Bantayan and Concepcion islands.

The 1,100-hectare Sleogen

‘Island wﬂl feature a balanced mix

of developments, such as a resort
town center, hotels and resorts,
a., well as commercial and

residential establishments,
‘supported by an on-site airstrip.

The ground breaking of the
airport runway is scheduled for

‘the second half of the year.

“The initial development will
concentrate on building the airport
and runway, to ensure accessibility
to the island,” said Jose

Emmanuel Jalandonl ALI senior

vice presiderit and group head of
Commercial Business.

~ %The 1.3-kilometer runway will
allow immediate access from

‘Manila and Cebu to the island

development,” he added, saying
further that test flights to Sicogon

‘are being targeted for the first

quarter of 2017,
The project is supported by

public; private and community

organizations, and government

bodies alike because of the

potential economic benefits it will

"'}Bq

brmg tothe region. A framewmﬂ:
agreement was signed by ALEZ

SIDECO and the Federation G;EM

Sicogon Island Farmers anﬁ“

Fisherfolk Association (FESIFFAYT
in 2014 to pave the way for thé.;

- sustainable development qﬁf“"

Sicogon Island. - ?IEE}
The group has been assistir
the local community through skil

 training and livelihood programs téﬁ‘q

make them aetwe partners 1n thé™
development .

“We strongly belleve and ht:.[li%'%}h
that poverty alleviation will heun
achieved through tourlsm
projects. These will give Wi

various job opportunities and helg

~ us improve farming and fishing.

3.

methods,” said Raul Ramos.;

- president of FESIFFA.

Jalandoni stressed th&f

- sustainability will be a main focG{?3
- of the project. Aside from allocating”

more than b0 percent of tth
development for open green spacos:
ALI will also work with the.
Department of Environment and’
Natural Resources to continués
stewardship of Sicogon’s forested
area and work on coastal proteetmn

‘and marine life rehabilitation ift

support of sustainable development..:

“More than becoming a premier,;
. tourist destination and a tourlslm

hub for the region, Sicogon 15

envisioned to pmwde 1nclnswe |
- growth and economic developmen!‘.

through long-term recovery and
livelihood programs and job.
creation,” said Jalandoni.

LR il Al o Jeledes. ghdy- g —




m ham - = bl am -t =

03 MAR 2016

Dyt b

77

- gl - ol — - - r "

v e e o L J
I
E. ,'H-Li' N A

e

-t m e - e e o g g bR S P 2L el e R

OPEE R AT

O T TR IR | \“ LR RN vith s

{ tEE

- i plma r-im,

[ — - e ..

§ ey — A L b — i - 8l i = pgeye——tlrL c—

bl |
-

L4 ‘
-

S
3

_ : A ! 1T e - i i :
i AN .} EoooML A, st FTP rLoar 7. i - T N TR R T - . i EEETE T j' . v I-y . N . b o . ) * . . —_— f‘ T, :

'.d - d_i, : . - h . " . ) " ! [ . 1' . 1 : ’ . !
e . .o Tl ) . P ) L ; : . . 3 . - F -
Lt 4, I e, . . ' . _ X i . . : . ' - al e . 1-. - o
- . - . - I . . . Fﬂ-ﬂ . £ '.'..l'_‘. r a . it . :.' . ] . . ' - ) . ‘ | | - . \ . , - i . . -..
P 3 T 1 . - _' ] . ) ] l. . . ) . L ) o - - '-I - . .‘1 r"

R - . . : . : v ; . - . .
n -'lf'{ --I"-\‘ ' N i" 1 ' . ' I ki F“[ & . 0 - . } i . " : - ’ ' ‘i . . ™ . ! - ko : P 1-":1-“-1- L
:.:‘ "I‘F:LF .J' ) . K l T - d 1-. 'r . - . II - . = f: .'1,'“" . . ) e H - "ra -.L . e r ' I.I " l-'. "‘.. 17 ) . Lo ‘Iz. '-.' - L
?u_.'a.' . _,I' k—-"‘, l iy & 5 h“ . i t -, - t - . . - o * T c ' - . '.!" e e "l LA . : ‘1- e . ‘,'. . ':.. '.r - . ' . ' ot oL . - " : .t Pt | ORI

b a . .u . a N L. ; . G . S . . B . B :_ h . . ] d [ . A e 4 . ] . \ I-.,' ' " . . . N . ] - - i i I :
41 a1, 10 "N St . T . r . . . . o o | Co o e S B . . 1 ' B o : ' oo ot e

_ |i- "_I . _l. 4y . 1 - .. .o .. PR . ., . . , -:| T I" " u - Il' g ' '. - . .. ) - . -J,J_ ) ) o e % B . | -F {-I ."'}- A
S, ! . ' "‘ ’ r ) . - = z ':|' ' " ' iy | N o r ' .|I "- -:. . ! - " .' ' '.‘ ' : b ' 1|r = ' ) 1- IH- - "J I ’ ' ’ - - ) ' - L ;"- ' 'f - s ——

B F
r-.'_,.: .:.. L] ! '.H" I'I.+l-
i _:-._1 i !"‘II - d

. L . L] -
LA™
r .
f
-
.

------ -h-'m I e .
T AR L L o e ———— —
e e Lo o

AYALA Land Inc. (ALI) and Sicogon Development N
Corp:oration (SIDECO) will launch Sicogon Island
Tourism Estate development within the first half
of the year.

The ALI-SIDECO joint venture is cxpected to
drive economic progress in Western Visayas and
the entire region as it serves as a tourism hub for
surrounding or nearby destinations like Gigantes
Bantayan and Concepcion islands. |

"The 1,100-hectare Sicogon Island will feature a

allow immediate access from Manila and Cebu to
the island development,” he added, saying further
that test flights to Sicogon are being targeted for
the first quarter of 2017.

The project is supported by public, private
and community organizations, and government
bodies alike because of the potential economic
benefits it will bring to the region. A framework
agreement was signed by ALI, SIDECO, and the
Federation of Sicogon Island Farmers and Fish-

balanced mix of developments, such as a resort
town center, hotels and resorts, as well as com-
mercial and residential establishments. supported
by an on-si;e airstrip. The ground breaking of the
Arport runway is scheduled for the second half
of the vear.

’1_"he initial development will concentrate on
b_mlding the airport and runway, to ensure acces-
sibility to the island,said Jose Emmanuel Jalandoni
ALI Senior Vice President and Group Head of Comz
mercial Business. The 1.3-kilometer runway will

erfolk Association (FESIFFA) in 2014 to pave the
way for the sustainable development of Sicogon
Island. The group has been assisting the local
community through skills training and livelihood
programs to make them active partners in the
development.

| “We strongly believe and hope that poverty alle-
viation will be achieved through tourism proijects.
These will give us various job opportunities and
help us improve tarming and fishing methods. sajd
Raul Ramos, President of FESIFFA. |

Jalandoni stressed that sustainability will be a
main focus of the project. Aside from allocat-
ing more than 50% of the development for open
green space, ALI will also work with the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) to continue stewardship of Sicogon’s
forested area, and work on coastal protection and
mafine life rehabilitation in support of sustain-

able development.
“More than becoming a premier tourist destina-

tion and a tourism hub for the region, Sicogon is
envisioned to provide inclusive growth and eco-
nomic development through long-term recovery
and livelihood programs, and job creation,” said
Jalandoni.

ALI estimates that the Sicogon Island develop-
ment will provide 20,000 jobs either directly or in-
directly with increased tourism, and approximately

) P1 billion in earnings for the community through
business opportunities that will come from the

retail and commercial establishments.
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Transfer Law in the 1980s.
“The establishment of the

BY KRISTYN NIKA M. LAZO

REPORTER

DEC Innovations Foundation and the
Asian Institute of Management (AIM)
ave forged an agreement to do case

research and studies and working papers
on improving the country’s public-private

partnership (PPP) program.

The memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) signed late
Wednesday covers the setting up
of a “PPP Research Laboratory”
within the AIM facilities.

addressing three out of the 17
SDGs “applicable to us.”

These are poverty reduction,
universal healthcare and sus-
tainable education.

But Manuel de Vera, AIM
executive director, said the
PPP Research Laboratory is not
necessarily aimed at PPPs on
health.

The first working paper is
going to be released “early
next year.”

achievements of the PPP smce
the 1980s.

De Vera said the group can

The agenda is to .
trace the developments and

The research lab would trace
the development and achieve-
ments of the PPP program
since it was established under
the Philippine Build-Operate-

convene with government agen-
cies in coming up with laws,
programs and projects to im-
prove the PPP system.

The 17 SDGs are: ending pov-
erty; zero hunger; good health
and well-being; quality educa-
tion; gender equality; clean
water and sanitation; affordable
and clean energy; decent work
and economic growth; industry,
Innovation and infrastructure:

reduced inequalities; sustain-

able cities and communities;

responsible consumption and .

production; climate action:
conservation of life below wa-

triradlin iy i e S ) _.':; L e I.lJ:I- FE R S g T e Ty R L LT RS Ly RILINECRy S, N TP,

PPP Research Laboratory is
crucial in studying the efficient
delivery of projects related to
the United Nations’ (UN) Sus-
tainable Development Goals
(SDG), and in determining how
they can have a direct, tangible
and positive impact across the
world,” James Donovan, ADEC
chairman, said.

Former National Economic

and Development Authority

(NEDA) Director General Ar-
senio Balisacan said earlier that
the Philippines is focused on

ters; conservation of life on
land; peace justice and strong
institutions; and partnerships
for the goals.

ADEC 1s a global group devot-
ed to provide environmental,
social and governance solutions
and expertise, data management
and technology services.

It 1s now working with the
United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe (Un-
ece) and hosting the Inter-
national Specialist Center of
Excellence for PPP in Health

~aimed at addressing some
‘goals of the UN's SDGs.
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E-vehicle industry enters talks
to supply Thai counterparts

'By Daphne J. Magturo
Reporter |

THE PHILIPPINE and Thai elec-
tric vehicle sectors yesterday an-
nounced the potential for trade
links between the two countries,
with Manila ready to export
“bulky” vehicle parts as early as

this year to take advantage of

zero tariffs within the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) Economic Community.

“We see a potential for col-

laboration between the Electric
Vehicle Association of Thailand
(EVAT) and Electric Vehicle Asso-
ciation of the Philippines (EVAP)
as both are strong trading partners
and are neighbors,” EVAP Presi-

neighboring countries,”

" -dent Rommel T. Juan said during

a joint media briefing on Manu-

facturing Expo 2016 at the Dusit

Thani Manila in Makati City.
- Asked for a target timetable
to start exports, EVAT President

~ Yossapong Laoonual said in the

‘same venue: “We just started dis-
cussions today and we will see
how we can work together. We'd

like to introduce more of the Thai
companies and also invite the ac-

ademe side from the Philippines_ |

to work together with us.”

Mr. Laoonual said hlS group__
sees an “opportunity to take
advantage of the zero tariff base
which will enable automakers in -

ASEAN to penetrate markets in
_ _ as well
as accelerate the sector’s growth

in the bloc.

The Philippines plans to man-
ufacture the “bulky parts,” while
Thailand can produce “power
trains including the motors,” ac-
cording to EVAP.

Bangkok’s industry is still
“voung” as EVAT started operatioris
just last year, but Manila-based
manufacturers are now “ready” to

export should the need arise.

“It can be started this year, we

L just'_ have to find the market first.

The companies in the Philippines

‘are ready if the market requires

it,” Mr. Juan said in an interview

after the event. . :
Theis the ﬁrst tu’ne the Philip-

pines has partnered with a fellow
ASEAN member state for electric
vehicle exports. It is also in talks

- with Japanand Taie@n for similar
‘deals. |

While Mr. Juan said there is an
opportunity in the ASEAN bloc’s
“single market and elimination of
tariff barriers,” he also acknowl-
edged that Thailand may have an

- advantage over the Philippines.

“The Thai automotive indus-
try.is more advanced. They have
bigger factories, high tech facili-
ties and lower utilities,” he ex-
plained. “It might be challenging
to compete with them.” '

EVAP ssaid itisontrackto meet
its target of deploying one million
electric vehicles on the road by
2020, and the partnership with
Thailand can help “accelerate” its
progress. |

At present, five foreign compa-

‘nies have set up shop in the Phil-

ippines to cash in on the growing
local electric vehicie sector.
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ers in Barangay Base Camp here
waited 16 years to become
holders of titles to thé land they
_are tilling. |

It was all just on paper, how-
ever, as the farmers, who had
been tilling the land since the

: Marcos regime, continue to live
~in fear amid cases of harass-

. ment by an armed group that
 suppasedly wants the farmers,

. driven out to pave the way for

- the entry of an agro-industrial

- company. |

The farmers said the armed
- men, identified with a politi-
~ cian, set up camp on a portion
of the 720-hectare land here,

which was covered by the Com-

prehensive Agrarian Reform
- Program (CARP), and began
harassing occupants by firing

';' shots and brandishing high-

powered weapons since late
last year. |

- They alleged that a big-time
politician in Bukidnon is behind
the entry of tife armed men, al-
though one of the guards insist-
ed that a tribal leader is the one
who hired them to secure the
area.

The tribal clan_,. they said, has

- paymient of realty
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- Irene Sanchez, pre
the Bukidnon Landless and Actu-

- al Tillers Association (Buklata),

said the land ownership docu-
ments that the farmers possess
are authentic. She showdd copies
of the certificates of land owner-
ship award (Cloa) and. receipts

,issyed by the provincial treasur:
ers #Qfﬁce of Bukidn '

L .

axes. .

“If our Cloas are fake, they
would not have accepted our
payment and issued us re-
ceipts,” said Sanchez. -

Buklata is a group of former

employees of Bukidnon Farms Inc.

(BFD), repoytedly owned by busi-
nessman Eduardo Cojuangco Jr,

but which was taken over by the

government in 1986. Most BFI
members had worked as tillers.

236 beneficiaries

In 1990, Sanchez said the De-

partment of Agrarian Reform
(DAR) began screening land

claimants.angd afkerd 6 years of
waitinq 26 ries were
given Cloas. , ers were
awarded with a Rectare of farm

each. e
| - ket
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" the Cloa, farmers have been till-

- 2015. Algora was }

~ Other Buklata members are
still waiting. o

A certification signed by Nida
Acuna, - Maramag municipal

~agrarian reform program offi-
cer, dated March 2, 2015,

showed the 236 Bukalata mem-
bers as new owners of the BFI
land. Most of it is now planted
with rice. ' '

- Buklata member Ifraim Alay-
on said since the distribution of.

ing the land in peace, and had
even taken the initiative of
marking boundaries, saving the

‘DAR and. other government

agencies time and resources.

Farmer shot dead -

The trouble started :when .a
farmer, Larry Algora, was shot
dead inside his herpe in October

lZgot a Buklata
member but was one of the
CARP beneficiaries. His killing
is believed to have bben carried
out by hired guns.

On Feb. 13, 2016, a Bobet
Odtuhan, 48, who was em-
ployed as harvester in a farm lot
in the Buklata homestead, was
shot several times, according to

a Maramag police report.




ft%counted to the INQUIRER

that®he*was with three others

when armed men in blue uni-
forms approached them and be-

gan firing AK-47 assault rifles
from a few hundred mEters

. away.

“When the shootmg started
all my companions dropped on
their bellies, but I remained
standmg and tried to see their
(shooters) faces. That's when I
saw they were usmg AK-47s,”

| he said.

Odtuhan was certain the as-
sailants had intent to kill but
added that he was not afraid to

"die and- continued to work in

the fields.

No pollce action
Base Camp residents claimed

 police have not acted on reports

of violence in the area.
Maramag police chief, Insp.

Erwin Naelga, could not be con-

tacted for comment. |

When approached by jour- ..

nalists during an on-site Inspec-
tion #f the area, a man who
idenfified himself as Benito
from Maguindanao, who repre-
sented the group of AK-47-

!

‘asked again if the armed men
‘were working for a Bukidnon

mative.

. Odtuhan although he said they .
‘engaged a group of armed ;

in Don Carlos town.

" UPPERHALF
S
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w1eld1gg guards sald they WETE ¥ 2 it
hired by the Daguiwa-as clan to
protect the aved from intruders.

.-J|.||

A few moments later, when

politician, he replied in the affir-

He hOWever denled they
were behind the shooting of

men, who had attacked
their detachment, in a
gunfight.

Legal battle

Documents Ob-
tained by the IN-
oUIRER showed that -

‘the Daguiwa-as clan, ot

through Datu Piang, ¥
Dagulwa -as, has been engaged
in a legal battle with BFI over
what the clan said is ancestral
land in Barangay Maraymaray |

Buklata members have long

FARMER Bobet Odtuhan shows

fluszgegtnii ia; g:;tl 1]1)1;1aadpxgle;e the scar of a bullet wound that he
cian, who want to drive farmers suffered when armed men fired at
g him and three other farmers as

away to leasggthe land to a they were harvesting rice in their

multinational. ¥ : - Jigger
Jerusalem, Inqturer Mmdanao farm in Barangay Base Camph’
JIGGER JERUSALEM / INQUIRER MI
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Mg e 4 2 A . Wildlife
! il 08 Day. A
oy o g  crocodile
jumps out
of the water
for some
food from a
ve, o ' caretaker of
T % the Malabon
200, owned
o - by Manny
Tangco.
- 'MANNY
PALMERO
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE NEWS CLIPPINGS

SAVE FARMERS

FROM EL NINO

By Ryan Ponce
Pacpaco

SENATORIAL candi-
date Leyte Rep. Martin
Romualdez yesterday
strongly urged the gov-
ernment to conduct cloud
seeding operations in
places affected by El
Nifio phenomenon and
extend loans to the trou-
bled farmers as an im-
mediate act of “malasa-
kit” (compassion) for
farmers.

Romualdez, a lawyer
and president of the Phil-
ippine Constitution Asso-
ciation (Philconsa), said
the national and local gov-
ernments should work
double time and unite to
mitigate the impact of El
Nino on the agriculture
sector.

“We have to prevent
further damage totheagri-
culture sector now,”
said Romualdez, who ran
unopposed inthelastpolls

- andisaformerchairmanof

the House Committee on
Ethicsand Privileges,ashe
called on the government
to extend loans and other
aid such as cloud seeding
operations through the
Departmentof Agriculture
(DA) and the Bureau on
Soil and Water Manage-
ment (BSWM).

“The national govern-
mentand LGUs (localgov-
ernment units) should
assist farmers not only

‘withfood suppliesbutalso

with loans to tide them
over whilethedroughthas
yet to abate, apart from
possiblecloud seedingop-
erationsinaffected areas,”
Romualdez, head of the
House Independent Bloc
and a three-term congress-
man who is running for
the Senate under a plat-

form anchored oncompas-
sionate governance,
stressed.

The Leyte opposition
leaderissued thestatement

following reports that the

country has already lost
more than P’4.7 billion
worth of crops due to the
weather phenomenonsince
February last year.

"The administration
should show genuine com-
passion or malasakit for
farmers who face hunger
and the dire prospect of
sinking deeper into
poverty because of El
Nifio,” said Romualdez, a

shared senatorial candi- -

date of Vice President Je-
jomar “Jojo” Binay, Davao
City Mayor Rodrigo
“Digong” Duterte and
Sen. Miriam Defensor-San-
tiago who are both run-
ning for presidentand who
has been endorsed by the
40-man Party-list Coali-
tion FoundationInc. (PCF).

DA statistics showed
thatthe prolonged dryspell
has affected 222,781 hect-
ares across the country,

.causing damage to

349,620 metric tons of

crops or P4.77 billion in
losses from February 2015
to- February 2016.

- For 2016, the damage
was posted at P1.343 bil-
lion, covering a total of
76,593 hectares in eight
regions.

A total of 54,619 farm-
ers have suffered a pro-
duction loss of more than
119,000 metric tons (MT),
the DA said.

Romualdez lamented
the extensive crop dam-
age in the various regions
including Northern Mind-
anao (Region 10) which
took the brunt of the
drought with damage

worth P358.4 million, fol-

~ lowed by Western Visayas
with P356.56 million; Soc-

csksargen with P232.89;
ARMM with P214.6
million; Mimaropa with
P154.19 million; Zam-
boanga with P14.02 mil-

Hon; HocoswithP10.27 mil-

lion; and Caraga with
P2.99 million.




- —— AT

*
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OF FICE NEWS CLIPPINGS!

| AR ZU1E
DATE
| LOWER-HALF
PAGE
o
s L e _

PERMANENTE ANG PINSALA NG EL NINO
SA BAHURA NG GREAT BARRIER REEF
ISANG WORLD HERITAGE SITE

TAHAHARAP ang ilang bahagi ng Great Barrier Reef sa Australia sa permanenteng pinsala
kung hindi pa maiibsan ngayong buwan ang tindi ng pananalasa ng umiiral ngayong El
Nifio, na isa sa pinakamatinding naranasan sa mundo sa nakalipas na dalawang dekada.

[to ang babala ng mga siyentista laban sa tuluyang pagkasira ng kilalang world heritage
site.

Ang El Nifio ay dulot ng pag-iinit ng karagatan sa kanlurang Pasipiko —ideyal na kondisyon
para sa coral bleaching, na tinatanggal ng bahura ang mga nabubuhay na algae, na nagreresulta
para ito ay mag-calcify o maging solido na parang bato. Maaari lamang mabuhay ang bahura
sa tamang timpla ng temperatura ng dagat.

Ayon sa mga siyentista, dumadanas ang mga apektadong bahagi ng Great Barrier Reef ng
pinakamatinding pagkamatay ng bahura sa nakalipas na 15 taon.

Ang mga bahura sa paligid ng Lizard Island sa labas ng siyudad ng Cairns ay dumadanas
ng pinakamatindi at pinakamalawak na coral bleaching, umaabot sa 80 porsiyento ng bahura
nito ay namutla na sa pagkabilad sa napakatinding sikat ng araw, sinabi ni Dr. Anne Hoggett,
director ng Lizard Island Research Station, sa Reuters.

“Bleaching is a clear signal that living corals are under physiological stress. If that stress
is bad enough for long enough, the corals can die,” paliwanag naman ni Dr. Russell Reichelt,
chairman ng Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority. S
“What happens now will be entirely dependent on local weather conditions,” dagdag ni
Reichelt. '

Sinabi ng mga siyentista na kailangan ng Great Barrier Reef ang pansamantalang
pamamahinga mula sa kondisyon ng El Nifio, kahit na ilang linggo lang, upang matiyak lang
na maisasalba ang mga lugar ng bahura.

Sa huling forecast ng Australian Bureau of Meteorology, nanawagan ito ng pagpapatuloy
ng kondisyon ng El Nifio.

Ang taon na ito ang magiging pinakamainit sa kasaysayan, at mas magiging mainit pa ang
2016 dahil sa El Nifio, ayon sa World Meteorological Organization. .

Ang Great Barrier Reef ay may 2,000 kilometro (1,200 milya) sa hilaga-silangang
dalampasigan ng Australia at ang pinakamalaking buhay na ecosystem sa mundo. Humahaket
din ito ng bilyun-bilyong dolyar kada taon sa larangan ng turismo.

Mayo ng nakaraang taon nang nabigo ang World Herltage Committee ng UN ESCO na
maibilang ang Great Barrier Reef sa listahan nito ng “in danger”, ngunit nagbunsod ito ng
pangmatagalang pangamba tungkol sa kasasapitan nito dahil na rin sa climate change.
Reuters
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'FILIPINO WORLDVIEW
' By ROBERTO R. ROMULO

Agriculture: Disaster &
climate change resilience

" (This is the condensed version of the [ERsSS
speech I presented at the Arangkada N
Philippines Forum on March 1.) . D
- -The Philippines is the 13th most
_climate —vulnerable out of 186 coun- g 4 b _

Change Vulnerability Index. At least SR
85 provinces are now experiencing s A
severe drought as we are in the [

middle of the worst El Nifio event to
hit the country in the last 20 years. §
Mindanao will be the hardest hit by " ———
changes in climate averages and extremes. By 2030, 1.4

million Filipinos will be at higher risk of hunger due to
. -lower agricultural production caused by climate change. .
One should note farmers are the lowest paid sector in
the country. Farmers’ poverty incidence of 38 percent
has remained unchanged since 2006. .

Despite the abundance of academic papers on the role
of agriculture in our economy and the fact that every ad- |
ministration has launched programs, we have not made

“ progress in moving the agriculture sector forward. Agri-
culture yielded the lowest productivity and lowest incomes
~with an average growth of 1.3 percent in the last five years.

The sector is not just stagnant, it is deteriorating.

- I would like to share with you the experience of the
Zuellig Family Foundation in the health sector. Like
health, agricultural services have been devolved to local
government. However, programs and projects continue
to be designed at the central level with local govern-
ments having limited capability to influence the strategic
directions and design of these programs.

‘What ZFF has done is to empower local governments
by providing technical assistance—building their capac-
ity to address the unique gaps in their local health system
through better governance and leadership. |

I believe the Department of Agriculture should do the
same — provide more technical assistance — and financial
grants to local governments to make their agricultural |
services more responsive to the needs of their specific |
area. This may be a departure from the centralized agri-
cultural plan downloaded to the local regions, but I see it
as absolutely essential. If mayors and governors can raise
agricultural preductivity and increase farm incomes,
then, I believe, an immediate reduction in the poverty
level in the rural areas can be achieved. To support this,
one of the priority actions of the next government is to
revisit the role of local government in agriculture. |
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Each successive administration has launched pro- -
grams to address bottlenecks to agricultural and rural

development. But much more needs to be done. There

" has been no shortage of ideas and solutions, but how

come we have not made progress in moving the agricul-
ture sector forward? '

Since I am a process and systems person, I would like
to focus on the implementation of these policies and
programs. Otherwise, they remain just ideals.

More than any other sector of our economy, agriculture
is the most vulnerable to the vicissitudes of nature. We can-
not do much to prevent nature from taking its course, but
much can be done to mitigate its negative impact. Failure
to do so will have devastating impact on our well-being.

Addressing agriculture today—both large-scale and
small-holder—means addressing the most visible and most
pressing manifestations of poverty: lack of livelihood, sus-
tainable food supply, hunger and malnutrition, and even

urban migration. A strong agricultural sector also prepares |

us for the impact of natural hazards and climate change,
making us more disaster-and climate-resilient.

Plans are underway to establish a multi-stakeholder
alliance to help bring agriculture to the forefront ot our
national development agenda.

The experience of ZFF in improving maternal and in-
fant health, in partnership with local government units
and subsequently with the Department of Health, offers
useful lessons on how such an alliance for agriculture can

operate. The key lesson is to encourage local ownership

and leadership for improving local outcomes and help
build the capacities of mayors and governors to deliver
needed services.

While there is a clear need for bold solutions to guide
the resurgence of agriculture in this country, especially
those relating to market access, finance, infrastructure,
and other critical inputs, those who have the most at
stake, those who have the greatest motivation to act in
developing agriculture, should be in the driver’s seat.

The concept of this alliance for agriculture with the
vision of advancing pro-poor, climate and disaster-smart
solutions that will revitalize the agriculture sector has
been shared with a number of businessmen in Mindanao
and Manila, and already, support in the private sector
for this initiative is evident. |

A good example of locally-led climate-smart agricul-
ture is in Dumangas, Iloilo, where farmers and rural folk
undergo climate change adaptation training in a climate
field school -- the first in the country — that has resulted
in a 30 percent increase in rice production.

'
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| Mindanao, as the bread basket of the country, 18
“the ideal place to pilot this initiative. No area is more
| vulnerable to climate change' than Mindanao where
“agricultire contributes 65 pércent to its economy.
“While climate change is affecting the entire country,
‘Mindahao has been and will continue to be thé hard-.
est hit. Given its complex human security and devel-
opment challenges, a resilient agriculture sector can
potentially serve as a catalyst for growth and stability
for the entire region. | _ o
In the coming weeks, we intend to consult with ex-
perts, national and local government representatives,
business and civil society organizations on the feasibility
of launching a Multi-Stakeiolder Alliance for agricul-
We hope that the outcome of those discussions will

e #h agenda that will advance and accelérate agricul-
“fufdl development in our country. R
.- Finally I urgesall who have a vested interest in.agri- |
wjturet in this endeavor. It is also my hope

fure:
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wjture’to join us in this endeavor. 1S ’ hope
that thg next administration will adopt agriculture as a ;
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| The 28 natlen blec may <o n-;f s
o s 1de ra review ef chm ate amb1—f5'Qij§3_j'ffffjfff-j_?il_;_fif{_-__‘f..;-;;_.-.-
~ tions as a part of internat 10nalff_f-_.ﬁ_f - are due to meet in 2018 for “fa-
~ talks to b e held in 2023 on hew:f'f?_;_}f3fff::_ﬁ§ff_:_?}__"'::_:?f{;.i;ff;‘}r:1111:atlve dialogue” and then in
. """""'"""*ﬁ[;_j2023 for stock-takmg N
| e “The EU should participate in the
- sa 1d in a P ellcy paper publ 1she d ';:'_:__?f-ﬁrst faf:]lltatwe dlalogue which will
’ 'c:n Wec::'inee»cla.)r T
~ Underadeal reach ed in Pans 11’1'.?:'?::-f;f:;:f::__:.3::-?’_:__'?::'_j':::'
'December almost 20 l ceunt rlesf:?ff'f?'_f:ﬂ'j"5i-f_?5:5."ff_:f?}-'f:fﬁ:_-'}'ff-.. in im

___tergets are net enough to prevent

T MHE European Union (B u)f?;f%-_;j:f?-ﬁ;rﬁ;i;-z.'ﬁ'f?r:i?.;?f;'i3§fﬁ??;;-_f%‘;;’??;iij:'?f;jf-i?

~ ate reac tmn toa gleb al pel1ut1en-fﬁ_-{Qff_f_ff'?.;_;'-f:;;'ff-:;;5.;?:f'::_:f_ﬁl:_;_':f':'-"{_-
re ductlon agree ment reached last
._”year acce rdm g te the EU re f;;':f_:_f_::_'f 1 a_::'::';:_f::;:f:"::}:;:-:fﬁ:'jf::f';Ef::.f:zii-;_f.f.iiffj-:-f_.:'fa key demand of the C ountries

e R :i.ffff.f'??'_f.:.-::f._ff::f':ﬂ:'-f}_'mest vulne rable to warming, in-
"f.-j;;.'f-f;-_j'icludmg 1sland-+ states 1mper11ed
"""b.__'-j__j.:;f-f;rl_slng seas. UN climate envoys

: :,'-__te dee epen gree nheuse gas reduc-;::ff}f;j:jﬁ-f_{f.j::_;;;_j;j.:_:._:
tions, the Eu ropean C ommission

-renhe:tt)

leg g1slat ion Wlth out del ay, mgn1ng}:_fi:j-_;';:;_:f_'?f_-;jj;?jff?{jji.ff;fj;f{;_;ji,ﬁf!}-_:
- -and ratlfyl n g the agreement asf }_;".:;: i
" 3_} our le ade rsh 1p in the glebal tran 51-—;"{;
| "_-j:i.:tlen te a 10w~carb0n future '

v 1ded on how S trlct the re gmn 3

' _'p ollcy— m ake rs te step up amb1--';:':f’lff_'jﬁ':Z'ﬁ3:;3jf.-;.;.:_:__z-;_,;ﬁ-;_';f}-;'j..;{;

B should focus on en acting
A rules to meet existing -
| ; m ate ta rge te for 203 O rather than'..i:_;-:.._ﬁ;f::fiﬁ-;ﬁ?ﬁ;{_j"i;-:f:j:_'-3'_-_f’.iG Iﬂbal d Eal
'_.meve to stricter go: als in imme di-  THE glebal de al ackn owledg ges the
" need to strive for limiting the tem-

;pereture growth to 1.5 degrees

- need to make it real,” Ef__j:;:ff__figﬁ;__'j_:'Chm ate
- and Energy Cammmswner Mi gue1'fjfi.f;jf'f_fj_:_j;;3f::_f_:j_f-f;_f_:';f_};:_f:.f.:'__-. o

Arias Cane te sald ina stateme nt. f{fg‘ﬁ.ff5_?’!_'f:,.-f-_;":'j_-.-f__jli'prevlde input for scientific work
“For the EU, thls means complet-ﬁg_fr__ e

" ing the 2030 climate and energy iffffff_"?ff.j.._.fff;j-:;:.3':fj;ffif:-_j:i.ﬁ_ff}fw111 prepare an in-depth analysis

'i'_-j_:j:ﬁ'}_drastlc chmate consequences

__Z.;.___-_.;:_.__-_:-_:1.:__-:::i:_i-_ :‘_;i:: place ln 2018 to take StOCk Of
| 3:_;’ the (_:e]_lectlve ambltlon and progress

"f_'_'.lementmg commitments,” the
ission said. “In this respect, the
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U will take part in the first global |

. global tempe rature increases smce_j:fffiﬁ ~EU will
 pre ~1ndustrlal tlmes to 2 de gre es':l'_f_f:j_ﬁ:"ff}_;ff'f_;_f;j'ﬁ; __j ock take in 2023 whlch is relevant
- Celsius (3.6 degrees Fah o
. “We have the deal. Now We:-j'::ij.f:ﬁ':3'ﬁ""j33-:':::'f.'j_Z-’;Ef'fi.if}ff':'i'f'f_:;?-}_:i"
"fff-;.f.i;'perled beyond 2030

.i:.?i%}'ﬁ'iii.-':'jﬁ._"-3'§'}-:i?-f_.:_.f{?".'f'{}f_:_jﬁ.‘;ffer" tone:dermg progressively more
ambitious action by all Parties for the

~The Eumpean Comm15310n will

carried out mternatmnally and

of ‘economic and social changes

"f.j'-__-needed to step up pollution-re-
""":f_f_’ductmn efforts to feed the discus-
sion among EU governments the
j_-;.1;5;:;._-_;_f_:;ff'f:-E:..Siﬁ-ﬁ{f}'f::j;.-}3};Eump ean Pa tli ament, companies,
i~ experts ‘and non- governmental
'ergamzatmns “The EU aims to cut
~ emission  p olicies Sheuld ‘be,  emissions by at least 40 percent by
~with Germany and France lead- 2030 compared with 1990 levels
ing a push for tough er: rules andj:?";ﬁ"::-_.Z"'?i_;§.;':f'53?3f:;-jfij'iﬁ?;ﬁ'-3ﬁ;;_j'_}fiﬁ;ff_f{-___‘.i'and has a political goal of reducing
- Poland opposing “dee epe r r:uts-';f:f'j:-_fﬁ:-fi_jff-ﬁjfj':;;:-f-;fff;:_ff:ff?f?___.-f:.'pollut ion by 80 percent by 2050.
c)f heat trappmg gases : o

- sion on climate ta rgets re qulre s’;if;f.’f"5;:?_5;"Z'*'ﬁffj:?f-:f_'"{;_j.:if-:;_;_,
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| bloc’s governments. ‘ Environ-  to the commission. By 2020, they
| mental lobbies have ‘called enffff__:ff;_'?ff':_:'_'_-:-: i should commumcate their midcen-
" tll' 'y,
"'lew*-carben ecenomles Bfaemberg News

= The Paris agreement should be
"fSIgned and ratified by EU member
states as soon as p0551b1e accordmg

strategles on how to shift to




