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Davao forum on eco- frlendly schools

" and Natural Resources (DENR) will
“host a national forum on eco-friendly
schools and cities in Davao City that
aims to overcome challenges, and
provide opportunities and replicate
good practices among schools and
cities nationwide. -

-~ The forum, o be held on Aug 31
to Sept. 2, is expected to be attended

by some 200 representatives from

champion schools in the National

Search for Sustainable and Eco-
Friendly Schools, environmentally-
“role of the local government units
and schools in the creation of an

sustainable cities, non-government
organizations and various govern-

ment agencies in the country are
expected to attend the three-day _
~ government, academe, private and

forum.
It will include a mix of lectures
and technical sessions, through in-

teraction mth the partlclpants and

workshops.
The Department of Envlronment .-

Discussions will revolve around
ways to heighten the mentoring by
environmentally-sustainable cities
in the build-up of more sustainable
and eco-friendly schools and how
to create an informal network of

eco-schools and eco-cities for the
- continuing sharing and upscahng of

good practices.
- The forum will be a platform
for the discussion of best practices
through eco-school programs, and
eco-cities initiatives. |

‘In addition, it will help clarlfy the

eco-school and an eco-city.
Speakers will come from the local

international sector, such as Inter-
national Glob_al Environment Strat-

egies, European Union Switch Asm
Policy, and Thailand’s Department of
Environment Quality Promotion.

- DENR Assistant Secretary and
chair of the National Inter-Agency
Committee on Environmental Edu-
cation Corazon Davis said the forum
will enhance the attainment of the
joint goals of the ASEAN Working

“Group on Environmentally Sustain-

able Cities and the ASEAN Working

- Group on Environmental Educa-

tion, by urging more cities and local
government units to have schools
with curricula and co-curricular

‘programs on environmental sustain- -

ability, and urging the part1c1pat10n
of the local government units, in

cooperation with the government

and private sector, in expanding the
participation of schools in the 2017
National Search for Sustainable and
Eco-Friendly Schools.
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THE Department of Environment and Natural Re-
sources will conduct a national foyum on eco-schools
and eco-cities in Davao this week to overcome chal-
lenges, upscale opportunities and replicate good
practices among schools and cities in the country.

DENR Assistant Secretary Corazon Davis said the -
forum will be held from Aug. 31 toSept. 2, and some 200
representatives from champion schools in the National
Search for Sustainable and Eco-Friendly Schools are
expected to attend S |

Davis, who also chairs the.National Inter-Agency
Committee on Environmental Education, said the three-
day forum will include a mixture of lectures and techni-
cal sessions, through interactiom with the participants
and workshops.

Discussionswill revolve around ways toheighten the
mentoring by environmentally-sustainable cities in the
build-up of more sustainable and eco-friendly schools
and how tocreate an informal network of eco-schoolsand
eco-cities for the continuing sharing and upscaling of
good practices.

Davis said the forum will be a platform for the
discussion of best practices through eco-school pro-
orams, and eco-cities initiatives. Cory Martinez
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_ Is expected
5 y some 200 representatives from champion schools
| In the National Search for Sustainable and Eco-Friendly Schools,
environmentally-sustaihabl;e. Cities, non-government organizations and
various government agencies in the country are expected to attend the

mix of lectures
% and
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Gina defends DENR exec;

‘not hap

By ]aymee T.Gamil

ENVIRONMENT! Secretary Gma Lopez has

taken up the cudgels for the former head of -
the Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB)

after antimining protesters called for his re-
moval from the Department of Environ-
- ment and Natural Resources (DENR).

In a protest turned dialogue on Tuesday,

members of Alyansa Tigil Mina (ATM), San-

lakas, Lilak and Philippine Movement for

Climate Justice, among others, called on"

Lopez to rid the DENR of officials accused

of corruption or indction, including former
MGB chief Leo Jasareno who now leads
Lopez’s mining audit and whom she earlier

named a department undersecretary.
The groups’ members include farmers

and residents of large-scale mining areas in

Cagayan, Nueva Vizcaya, Zambales, Bula-
can, Masbate, Mindoro, Marinduque,
Romblon and Palawan. ' -

While praising Lopez’s mining au-
| dlt——Wthh has led to the closure of 10 min-
ing sites in Zambales, Palawan, Bulacan
and Surigao del Norte—“we also call for se-

rious reforms within the DENR and for its

leadership to investigate and hold account-
able officials found to have abused their au-
thority or violated their mandate and en-
- gaged in corruption,” ATM national coordi-
nator Jaybee Garganera said.

Sanlakas secretary general Aaron Pedrosa

pointed out that Jasareno and other DENR

officials had been named respondents in

various cases filed
by = communities
against destructive
mining, including a
- petition for a writ of
kalikasan and con-
tinuing mandamus
against mining oper-
ations, and an Om-
budsman complaint
for malfeasance filed
by Sta. Cruz, Zam-
bales,  residents.
There was also a pe-

Y w1th another

tition for contmumg mandamus filed by res-
idents of Manicani, Guiuan, Eastern Samar,

over the continued hau]mg of mineral ore

despite a DENR suspension ordetr.
Aside from Jasareno, the protesters named

the other officials as former Secretary Ramon

Paje, Environmental Management Bureau
Director Juan Miguel Cuna, former Eastern
Visayas MGB regional director and now As-

sistant Secretary Nonita Cagiuoa, and former

Central Luzon MGB regional director and

now MGB Assistant Director Danilo Uykieng.

Lopez, who allowed the protesters to enter
the DENR offices so she could meet with them
personally, ended up defending Jasareno
whom she called to join the meeting. "

“You have to believe in my judgment. I

have the right and I want you to trust me. [

want to choose the people I want to work
‘with. I have worked with Leo even before and
T'm working with him now. He is a good man.

He really is a good man. He’s good, honest

and dynamic. With Leo’s able help, we have
been able to close down 10 mines. We're

gonna close down eight more,” Lopez sald
- She, however, admitted that she was “not

“very happy” with Cagiuoa, whom the groups

accused of disobeying an order to suspend
the hauling of mineral ore in Manicani.

“I told her, ‘If you let me down again, I'm
very strict on corruption.’ But some of them

are appointees from Davao, so what can I

do?” Lopez said. “But the President has

'gone very strict on corruption, so if she goes

wrong once, wala na.”
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lloilo
opens
sanitary
landfill

SECRETARY Gina Lopez of
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources opened
and 1naugurated Iloillo City’s
engineered sanitary landfill fa-
cility in Barangay Calajunan
in Mandurnao district over the
weekend.

Joren Sartorio, chiet of the
city general services office, said
the DENR chief inspected the
P200-million facility covering
3.3 hectares inside the 23-hec-
tare Calajunan dumpsite owned
by the city government.

Sartorio said the sanitary
landfill project was mandated
under Republic Act 9003 or the
Solid Waste Management Act.

The sanitary landfill facility
was realized with a loan from
the Development Bank of the
Philippines in 2014. The project,
which 1s a joint venture under-
taking by contractors Persons
and Sta Clara, includes several
cell sites, ponds, wash bay and
water treatment of the leacheate
from garbage water.

The GSO 1s also requesting
the Environment and Manage-
ment Bureau (EMB) of the
DENR to conduct water testing
and determine the water quality
to be drained towards the creek.

Iloilo City produces 260 met-
ric tons of garbage daily. Only
residual or excess wastes are to
be dumped at the landfill facility.

An organization of women
salvagers was organized two
years ago and i1s now producing
fancy jewelry items and house-
hold decors made from recy-
clable scraps gathered from the
dumpsite.

Some of their products are
sold 1n the local markets and ex-
ported to Saudi Arabia for over-
seas Filipinos. PNA
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Scav_englng. Des_pite the danger, a scavenger looks for materials that can be salvaged in a big patch of water lity
clogging the Manila Bay off Roxas Boulevard. PHOTO BY MIKE TABOY
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Erap orders
crackdown
on cleaners
with cyanide
By Sandy Araneta

MANILA Mayor Joseph Estra-
da on Sunday ordered the City
Health Office to launch a crack-
down against local jewelry shops
that are selling silver jewelry
cleaners containing the deadly
cyanide compound.

Estrada said City Ordinance
No. 8178 passed in 2008 prohib-
its the retail of all metal and jew-
elry cleaners containing cyamde
and imposes a P5,000 fine or a
one-vear jail term for violators.

“We will enforce the city or-
dinance against the selling of
these cvanide-containing silver
cleaners, and the silver polish
itself, we will get rid of 1t im-
mediately. This product is le-
thal,” Estrada said.

He issued the directive after
the EcoWaste Coalition urged
mayors and local health and po-
lice chiefs to crack down on ven-
dors of silver jewelry cleaners.

On August 20, EcoWaste Co-
alition conducted a “‘test buy”

and managed to purchase silver

cleaning products in a shop-
ping mall in Quiapo, in a beads
and accessories store in Villalo-
bos Street, and in another silver
jewelry store in Carriedo Street,
proving that such harmful mer-
chandise is still being openly
sold despite government reguia-
tions against it.

Estrada directed City Health
Officer Benjamin Yson to Co-
ordinate with the Manila Police
District in conducting surprise

raids against the erring business

establishments.
“We will continuously moni-
tor these stores to make sure that

silver cleaners are not sold for

household use. It’s supposed to
be for limited industrial use only.
Violators will be duly penal-
ized,” Estrada said.
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High level of lead found in kids"toys

A TOXIC and pollution watchdog
yesterday cautioned the public
against buying a toy ruler-wrist-
band that contains high-level of
hazardous lead.

The EcoWaste Coalition aired
the warning after finding danger-
ous amount of lead in a toy ruler
with Ninja Turtle characters com-
monly sold outside public elemen-
tary schools.

The ruler, which is sold for
P5 per packet, also doubles as a
wristband and comes with a crayon
eraser.

- As per X-Ray Fluorescence
screening, the Ecowaste discov-
ered that the toy ruler-wrist band
contained 47,000 parts per mil-

lion (ppm) of lead, exceeding the
government’s limit of 90 ppm
for lead in decorative paints and
the production of toys as well as
school supplies.

The group, however, said no lead
was detected on the crayon eraser.

The EcoWaste said the product
provides no information about
1ts manufacturer, importetr or
distributor.

“As a precaution against po-
tential lead exposure, we advise
parents not to allow their children
to buy and use this toxtc ruler that
also functions as a wrist band,” said
Thony Dizon, coordinator of the
EcoWaste’s Project Protect.

According to the EcoWaste, the

product is made of a flexible metal
sheet that is covered with a thin
colored plastic wrapper with Nm]a

Turtle design.

The group noted that product
examination showed that the metal
sheet —a recycled roll-up tape mea-
sure — is coated with yellow paint,
which apparently contains ledd
above the regulatory restriction for

lead 1n-paint.
According to the World Health

Organizaton (WHO), “children
are particularly vulnerable to the
neurotoxic effects of lead, and
even relatively low levels of expo-
sure can cause serious and, in some
cases, irreversible neurological
damage.” — Angela Lopeg de Leon
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lead -

By CORY

MARTINEZ

A NON-GOVERNMENT
environmental group
yesterday warned pa-
rents and students
against buying Ninja
Turtles toy
found to contain high
| concentrations of lead,
a hazardous substance.
| The EcoWaste Coali-
tion issued the warning
after finding dangerous
amount of lead in the
cheap toy, which doubles
| as a wristband and comes
with a crayon eraser.

The group’s project
coordinator, Thony Di-
zon, said the product
| which is sold for P5 per
packet, had no informa-
tion about its manufac-
turer, importer and dis-
tributor.

Based on the X-ray
screening conducted b
| the group, the toy ruler—
wrist band was found to
contain 47,000 parts per
| million (ppm) of lead. No
lead was detected on the
crayon eraser.

“As a precaution
| against potential lead
| exposure, we advise
énts not to allow t elr
{ children to buy and use

Ninja Turtles toy
rulers contain
- EcoWaste

rulers -
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this toxie ruler that also
functions as a wrist
band,” Dizon said.

The product is made
of a flexible metal sheet
that is covered with a
thin colored lastic wra
per with Ninja Turtle
design.

Product examination
shows that the metal
sheet -- a recycled roll-
up tape measure -- is
coated with a yellow
paint, which apparently
contains lead above the
regulatory restriction for
lead in paint.

DENR Administrative
Order 2013-24, also
known as the Chemical
Control Order for Lead
and Lead Compounds,
sets a maximum allow-
able limit of 90 parts per
million for total lead in
paint.

The same regulation
prohibits the use of lead
in the production of toys
as well as school supplies.

“Sooner or later, the
plastic wrap will get torn
with frequent use expos-
ing the lead-coated met-
al strip,” Dizon warned.
“Lead can enter a child’s

body through the inges--

tion or inhalation of lead-
containing paint chlp and
dust,” he said. |
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DENR chlef to inspect Semirara

L S Lopez of the Department of Environment and
-a:e;-f“'f-‘h gg‘*ﬂ* fjfj-' 'fe 1 Stttk % sasasins=  Natural Resources (DENR) will person auy
ILOl'LO CITY Secretary Gina inspect the country’s leading coal mine in
Semirara Island, Caluya town, Antique. | .

- «I will travel there myself,” Lopez told Manila
Bulletin while in Hoilo City over the weekend.

The DENR earlier issued a show-cause or-
der against Semirara Mining and Power Corp.
(SMPC), a subsidiary of DMCI Holdings, Inc.,
over alleged violations of environmental laws.

SMPC has explained why its Environment
Compliance Certificate (ECC), whichis issued
by DENR’s Environmental Management Bu-
reau (EMB), should not be revoked.

Two attached agencies of DENR — the
Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) and
EMB — are checking SMPC’s explanatlons

Anthue Governor Rhodora Cadiao 1s
seeking for a dialogue with Lopez. |

“DENR should consult the Antique pro-
vincial government with what it will do with
Semirara,” Cadiao said.

- She said the people of Caluya and Anthue
province are stakeholders in the coal mine,
but they have been kept in the dark.

“We are not only talking about environ-
mental problems, but the socio- economic
repercussions,” Cadiao said.

A total of 14 miners were killed when
SMPC’s Pani-an Pit collapsed in July, 2015
and February, 2013. The bodies of several
missing miners were never recovered.
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Lopez to inspect top coal plant in Semirara

ILOILO CITY - Secretary Gina
Lopez of the Department of En-
vironment and Natural Resources
(DENR) will personally inspect the
country’s leading coal producer in
Semirara Island, Caluya town, An-
tique province.,

*I will travel there myself,” said
L.opez.

DENR earlier issued a show-
cause order against Semirara Min-

AT S
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ing and Power Corp. (SMPC), a
subsidiary of DMCI Holdings. Inc.

SMPC has already explained
why its Environment Compliance
Certificate (ECC), which is issued
by DENR’s Environmental Manage-
ment Bureau (EMB), should not be
lifted despite various alleged vio-
lations and complaints from resi-
dents.

Two attached agencies of DENR
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— the Mines and Geosciences Bu-
reau (MGB) and EMB - are con-
ducting validation of SMPC’s expla-
nations.

On the other hand, Antique Gov-
ernor Rhodora “Dodod” Cadiao is
seeking for a dialogue with Lopez.

“"DENR should consult the An-
tique provincial government with -
what it will do with Semirara,” ap-
pealed Cadiao. {(Tara Yap)
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The Mines and Geo-
sciences Bureau (MGB) is
set to review the executive
order on mining agree-
ments issued by the past

administration, as stake-

holders consider this an
investment dampener for

the country.
Former president Benigno
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Aquino Ill issued EO 79 disal-
lowing the approval of new
mineral agreements until leg-
1slation rationalizing existing
revenue sharing schemes and
mechanisms takes effect.
“We are starting to review
it, we are looking into the
provisions, what it has ac-
complished, its intention, if it's
still needed and if it’s in the
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~MiGB toreview Aquino EO
onminingagreemen

By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON

best interest of the country,”

Environment Undersecretary
and MGB director Mario Luis
Jacinto said.

The issuance implemented
reforms in the mining sector
despite the existing Philippine
Mining Act of 1995, which is

considered one of the best min-

ing laws in the Woﬂd.

law. EO 79 is something that is

not needed, it is just a matter

- of making sure everything is
“¢lear,” Jacinto said.

" "The Chamber of Mines of

the Philippines said the un-

staggering loss of opportunity

stable ‘policy regime of the
last administration resulted in

as no new mining agreements

were issued and the industry’s

fiscal and regUIatory :egiihe

came under very close scrutiny
from the executive, legislative,’

and judicial departments.
Amid the government’s

ongoing crackdown on irre- -
sponsible mining firms leading
to suspension of several op-
erations, Jacinto maintained.
that MGB would continue to

Stakeholders consider the
EO a dampener as fards invest-
ments are concerned, as gross
domestic product could have
grown to 10 percent had min-

-ing been allowed to flourish.

The mining industry contrib-
utes a measly 0.7 percent to the
country’s GDP.

“We have a good mining

tormulate policies that are most respon-
sive to the industry.

“We will perform in the highest degree
of professionalism, an institution that wil]
respond proactively with the industry that
it serves,” he said.” -

Meanwhile, Jacinto also debunked
claims that there might be a conflict be-
tween the mandate of the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) and its attached agency.

"I believe there is balance in the exist-
Ing structure now. The developments that
we are taking should be on the basis of
what is best for the community, for the
people and for the country,” he said.

“Evenifit’s a separate department, you
still have to comply with environment
regulations. We need a balance on the
development of natural resources and on

environmental protection and enhance-

ment,” Jacinto said.
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Stakeholders seek review of mining tax

BY JED MACAPAGAL

STAKEHOLDERS and €Xperts in mining industry are
appealing to the government to review taxes on the
Industry to make it more responsive to its needs and
allow it to grow, L - |
Ramon Clarete, University of the Philippines School
of Economics professor, said at the recent Philip-
pine Mining International Conference that the tax
System should encourage exploration activities.
‘Impose low tax at the start, in fact subsidize ex-
ploration , and when it starts operating...you move on
to a higher tax rate... (It must be) responsive to the
movements of the metal prices so in times of higher

would be constant,” Clarete said. |
“Ithink the present tax rate is so traditional it is not
responsive to the needs of the industry,” he added.
One of the biggest issues in the mining industry
under the previous administration was the proposed
“amendments in the mining revenue sharing to increase

or Technical Assistance Agreements, and a 2 percent
€XCise tax on actual market value of output under
Mineral Production Sharing Agreements with local
companies. |

Benjamin Philip Romualdez, Chamber of Mines of
the Philippines president, said during the same event
the taxes paid by mining firms should be looked at
based on the entirety of a project’s mine life.

M‘m‘_h e —

He added the high cost of exploration activities must
also be considered. |
“Many companies continue to pay taxes to the gov-

ermment while we are still recording losses because we

are not the same as a BPO (business process outsourc-
Ing) or a mall. Tax rates for yus must be cognizant to
what is the nature of our business,” Romualdez said.
"Many companies spend a lot of money and the
contribution to government already starts by the mere
fact that we already are providing services and facilities

to the communities.” he said.

If quantified, the benefits of mining projects to
the communities are not just through taxes but also

by mining operators, noted Romualdez.

Aside from seeking a review of mining tax, Clarete
also mentioned that the government should be invest-
ing the taxes collected from mining firms into another

form of asset.

“Some countries rich in oil and fuel they just spent
but did not reinvest some of their €XCEss- income to
something. So, after decades of cxtracting, they have
nothing. They remain poor,” Clarete explained.

“But there are other countries who are more re-
sponsible and plowed back some of that income and
transformed natural assets into human capital or even
produced capital... I think that’s what we need to do.
Minerals do not need to be depleted, they just need
to be transported into some new assets,” he added.

Earlier, Environment secretary Regina Lopez said
the government still needs to get more share from
mining firms.

‘1 feel that the government should get more.
That’s my take. If you look at the numbers, the
suffering goes to the community but the bulk goes
to taxes. I don’t think that’s right. And if you look
at our share in the taxes, we don’t get much at all,”

Lopez had said. |
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| ALYAN SA Tlgll Mma (ATM) Welcmnes Pre31-
“dent Duterte S pronouncements on environ-
_' directed
the review.of mining permits and contracts as
‘well as logging and other environment-sensi- -
-tive projects, He also assured that these per-
-mits and contracts will be amended suspend

ment congerns. Spec1ﬁcally, he hag

| _ed or canceled, as needed. _
- This is* consistent with what Pre51dent

Duterte pubhcly espoused dunng his presu:len-

~tial campaign. The appointment- of environ-

_mental advocate Gina Lopez to head the De-
partrnent of Environment and’ Natural Re-
sources affirms the Pres:dent’s sincere resolve

'to’ address the many issues - and concems
' plaguing the mining industry.. -
~ ATM also welcomes the pronouncement of
‘newly-elected House Speaker Pantaleon Al-

varez that Congress will consider the require-
ment of a legislative franchise for mining oper-
ations. This proposal calls for a review and

‘amendment of the Philippine Mining Act of

1995 (Republic Act No. 7942), which is con31s-

tent with our demands.

‘We, therefore, urge the 17th Congress to
consider the proposed mining bills—including
the Phﬂlpplne Mineral Resources Act (House .

Bill 54 and HB 113 ), the Extractive Industries

‘Transparency Initiative (EITT) law and the new -

fiscal (tax) regime for mining. While we still
need to study further the details of the legisla-
tive franchise requirement, we believe that this

- ATM fully supports the initiatives of

Secretary Lopez to introduce substantial re-
forms in the DENR. Mlnmg-affected commu-

nities and support gronps are ready to engage
1n ‘the ongoing mln}.ng audlt ‘We will

-

by President Duterte.
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.. Antlmmmg group Qpeful of Rody s green pohc1es
contribute in submltnng evndence and docn
ments showing violations of mining compa--__
nies and their abuse of human rights in min-.
ing communities, parncularly of indigenous
peoples. We will parnt:lpate in the scheduled
~ environmental summits to be held at various
_ ._-1sland-reglons and specific provinces. This:
-is crucial for the DENR to acquire the neces-?,
sary feedback and peoples agenda on
preserving and managmg our forests and -

natural resources. | -
There are several concrete acnons that Pres-«-_-.-

“ident Duterte and Set:retary Lopez can imme-
diately put in effect to fast-track the implemen-
tation of the changes i in the DENR. Spemﬁcally; 'f
werecommend:

‘a) The establishment of a techmcal working
group to study the policy issues and legislative
measures that will operationalize the passage
of a new mining law, including the requlre- .-
ment of a legmlatwe franchlse for mlmng-

operanons. . |
b) The issuance of a DENR adnnmstratlve

order clarifying the timeline, parameters and

decision-making process of the ongomg

‘mining audit.

c) The rewew of all pendlng cases; com-
plamts and petitions at the regional and na-

tional mine adjudication boards; this is excep-
tionally important so that the suspension or-
‘ders or cancellations of mining permits and
_contracts stand on strong legal grounds.
added layer of regulation will benefit all stake- -
“holders, especially mining-affected commum-'
- ties and local government units. |

-~ ATM is hopeful and optimistic that substan-

: 'tlal changes will happen in the mining industry

and in the DENR with the pohcy dlrecnons set
—JAYBEE GARGANERA,

| Alyansa Tigil Mina,
. nc@alyansatigilm[na.net,
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BULL MARKET,
BULL SHEET

By WILSON LEE
FLORES

ey Wl A N P

WEEDING OUT BAD MINERS
FROM GOOD

Philex Mining SVP Atty. Mike Toledo
recently expressed confidence that the
sincere anti-corruption drive of Presi-
dent Duterte and his DENR Secretary
Gina Lopez will weed out the bad min-
ers from the many good and ethical min-
ers, thus giving hope to this important
industry. The miners are hopeful that
the Philippines will benefit from $34
billion in projects to be developed in
the next six years.

Atty. Toledo said that the Philippines
has been blessed by God with some of the
world’s richest mineral resources, that en-
vironmentally sound mining can unleash
this natural wealth to enrich tar-flung ru-
ral areas and can support Duterte’s dream
of Philippine industrialization.
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The government’s opposi-

tion to the $5.9 billion Tam-
pakan copper and gold mine
project in Mindanao is seen to
send negative signals to for-
eign investors, an economist
said. _

Ramon Clarete of the Uni-

By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON

versity of the Philippines-
School of Economics said the
decision of the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) to not al-
low the project to commence
operations might drive inves
tors away. |
“They (government) just
changed the rule in the middle
of it. It's not good because it

will send signals to investors -
~ that this is not a good country

to do business with, and we

~lost almost $6 billion,” Clarete

said during the recently-con-

- cluded Mining Philippines

Conference 2016.
- The Tampakan project in
South Cotabato is considered

as potentially the country’s
biggest foreign investment and
believed to be one of the largest:

gold prospects in the world.
Environment Secretary

Gina Lopez earlier said it was

certificate (ECC) for the Tam-

pakan project, which covers an
area of around 10,000 hectares
spanning four provinces.
“The project should never
have been given an ECC.
DENR did not really want
to issue the ECC. But it was
brought up to the President
and they mandated the ECC,”

Lopez said. '

But, the project has been put
on hold since the province of
South Cotabato banned open-
pit mining in mid-2010.

Clarete noted that if the Tam-

pakan operations started four

years ago, it could have made
a positive impact in terms of
investments for the country.

was supposed to start opera-
tions in the next two years, as
part of the aggregate $14.75-bil-
lion investments for 2018.

The mine reportedly has an
estimated 2.94 billion tons of

million ounces of gold.

It 1s projected to produce
375,000 tons of copper and
360,000 ounces of gold per
year in the initial mine-life of
17 years, with potential for
mine-life extension. :
- Value of the mine’s produc-

tion is estimated at $37 billion:.
over a period of 20 years. :

Clarete noted that if the

Tampakan operations started

four years ago, it could have
made a positive impact in ‘-
terms of investments for the '

.
r .

country.

The Chamber of Mines

of the Philippines (COMP),

meanwhile, urged the govern-
ment to move forward and .’

pretﬁ are for future investments, ..
The Tampakan mine project . in
~ According to COMP, over.,
$30 billion in investments have-
been lined up over the next five -

e local mining sector. |

to 10 years.
Clarete also cited the need

L

+
"

-

i

,: .1_

for a transparent policy regula- -
tory regime for mining investw.r;
ments.

former president Benigno
Aquino III who issued the mineral resource containing 15
envitronmental compliance million tons of copper and 18

SH
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[rresponsible activism
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was tagged yesterday on a Facebook post which showed some

activists on the 1sland of Manicani posing before a streamer
which had these words:

When all the trees are cut down
When all the animals are dead
When all the rivers are poisoned
When all the air 1s unsafe to breathe
Only then will you realize

You cannot eat money!!
NO TO MINING!

I wanted to laugh at the illogic except that 1t 1s such a settous and irrespon-
sible sort of activism that propagates such messages that it isn’t funny.

Blaming the denudation of our forests on muning for example 1s
one giant lie that irresponsible-anti mining activists repeat and repeat
knowing that Joseph Goebbels has said something about lies becom-
ing truths when repeated often enough.

k| L

L

.. Blaming animals dyipg on mining 1s another laughable untruth except 1t
is repeated often eno?éhg to becirhe a truth in the eyes of the unthinking

Blaming the death of our rivers on mining, ot the polluton in the air are
two mote untruths that irresponsible activists just repeat and repeat until it
becomes a mantra. And no matter how titing it can be, we who kngw tzetter
can only repeat and repeat the truth just to counter these kes. o

To think that many of these irresponsible activists ate sponsoted by
the Roman Catholic Church - the same Church that has many times in
the past tried everything it can to stop the truth from becoming known.

How many more Galileos are there to condemn? |

How many churches all over the country have beautiful pews and beaut-
ful benches and beautiful staircases made from the finest wood our forests
offered? They had to be encased in temples to God built to last a higame
- using bricks and mortar and cement that had to be produced by redufing
limestone hills to nothing through open pit quarrying. And then the temples
have to be adomed with icons and items made from the finest and most
valuable minerals gold preferably, with precious stones even. All these had
to come from the bowels of the earth, mines in order to honor God as man
- the clergy - thought it best to honor Him. -

He who was born in a manger, walked in sandals and worked as a
carpenter. He who wouldn’t recognize the adornments wotn by the
princes of the Church He is supposed to have founded and in whose
name so many were killed and enslaved. . o

One wonders why of all the rivers in this country the Pasig River is the
most environmentally dead? Not by mining, mind you, but by senseless
urbanization and rapid population growth. And despite years of advo-
cating its revival, what has been achieved? In contrast, it took Stngapore
ten years to cleanse the Singapore River - because they knew what to do
and were not limited to irresponsible activism that resorts to slogans.

As irresponsible activists in the Philippines do. |

The fact that these students of Goebbels refuse to acknowledge that re-
sponsible miners convert mined out areas back into forests speaks volumes
about their credibility. Except that in the eyes of the funders of irresponsible
activists it is the slogans that matter- never mind that on the island of Mani-
cani a very small minority is seeking to impose its ant-mining will on a vast
majortity. Even if it means rendering the latter helpless and hopeless.

It’s amazing how much progress is being denied in so many com-
munities in this country by the lies of so few. |

Such js the impact of irresponsible activism.
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1REY MARFKFIL 3@

e-mail address: rey_d__spy@yﬁhii'o.com ~

Mainit ang panahon

Mapa-droga at mina, maging posisyon sa gobyer-
no -- lubhang napakainit ng panahon. Himayin ang
laman ng peryodiko, pakinggan ang balita sa radyo
at panoorin ang newscast sa telebisyon -- magkaka-
dugtong ang kuwento; kundi droga, kaliwa’t kanan
akusasyon at sibakan sa mga ahensiya. | |

Sa usapin ng mining, good news sa mga taga-
Romblon ang pagkakatalaga ni Pangulong Rodrigo
Duterte kay DENR Sec. Gina Lopez, siguradong
bantay-sarado ang Sibuyan Island sa mga mandaram-

-bong at nanggagahasa ng bundok sa aming lalawigan, -

Kamakailan lang, dalawang minero ang nasawi
matapos madaganan ng malalaking tipak ng bato at
natabunan ng gumuhong lupa sa Brgy. Dulangan,
Magdiwang Romblon. Ang Magdiwang ang tinaguri-
ang ‘mining town’ ng probinsiya at ilang taong pinag-
kakitaan ng mga naglipanang kurimaw.

Ngayong mainit ang usapin sa mining -- malamang
dinadaga sa dibdib ang mga may-ari ng small-scale
mining tenement rights sa Romblon province at kung
tama ang direksyon ni Gina Lopez, aba’y makatwirang
magpatupad ng “name and shame campaign” katulad
sa anti-drug campaign ng pamahalaan.

Ang Sibuyan ang binansagang ‘Last Frontier of
Biodiversity’ at kung hindi papangalagaan ng pamaha-
laan, ano pang silbi ni Gina Lopez na halos ituring na
“Anak ng Romblon’ dahil matiyagang binantayan ang
Sibuyan Island kahit wala pang pmanghahawakang
posisyon sa Malacafiang.
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MO b I I e . a L_awin will tell you that you have
p p to go and patrol the forest. If the for-
| . est is under threat, we have 10 elimi-
to p r Ote ‘ | nate the threats. The LlfBP system
. | will only work for you if you goto -
.- the forest.” Aragon explained.
COta bato -“It is your eyes on the ground. :
- However, it is useless without en-
 forcement,” he added. o
fo re St Rodolfo Santos Jr., B+tWISER
monitoring and evaluation spe-
1 cialist, meanwhile, emphasized

AT LEAST 120 forest rangers that the Lawin system 1s an in-
and technicians can now use a novation of the government that

web-based mobile application to would help achieve the Sustain-

gather critical information in real able Development Qoals, sucl} as
time and address threats to the ! Life on Land and Climate Action.

Cotabato region’s natural forest The system also records data
and biodiversity. ] on wildlife indicator species for |
~ The forest field men recently i healthy forests to dete.rmme how

the forest ecosystem I8 respond-

underwent training on the appli- _ | _
cation called Lawin (Landscape ing to management Interventions.
} Project Lawin was developed

and Wildlife Indicators) Forest _
and Biodiversity Conservation by the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources

System. - |
Director of the region’s envi-  and the B+WISER of the Uplted
ronment office, Datu Tungko M. States Agency for Interpatlonal
. Development. It aims 10 1MProve

Saikol encouraged the forest rang- | | | "
ers to learn and apply the system k the response mechanism to ad-
| dress observed threats and ensure -

as they perform their duties. erved _
“You should practice this tech- the sustainability of c_onsel;vatlon
offorts inside the couniry's pro-

nology as this would make your

Job easier and [more] efficient,” tected areas over the lqng—term.

Saikol said, noting that the system Saikol said public support

provides features that would help is necessary for the success of

the rangers identify threats to the this new system in mMONHOring
and enforcing wildlife laws,

1l forests 2+-* hiodiversity. |
particularly 1n areas considered _

—«der the system, patrol rang- _ acr
crs can quickly issue alerts on an hot spots for timber and wildlife

impending destruction in the for- poaching. PNA
est and wood areas, such as illegal
logging activities.
"It can be used as evidence and
it can be sent to the law enforce-
ment officers for necessary ac-.
tion,” Saikol said.
Rodolfo Aragon, specialist of
the environment department’s
Biodiversity and Watersheds Im-
proved for Stronger Economy and
Ecosystem Resilience Land Eval-
uation, reminded forest rangers
and field workers of the impor-
tance of their role in environmen-
tal protection. |




By BuTcH D. ENERIO
Correspondent

AGAYAN DE ORO CITY—

This city will be the host to

the third International Riv-

er Summit (IRS) from November
24 to 26, a biennial multipartner
national initiative, which serves
as avenue to identify opportuni-
ties, problems and best practices.
‘The conference aims to effec-
tively manage rivers across four

vital issues on governance, biodi- -

versity conservation and manage-
ment, climate change and disaster

risk-reduction management and

water quality.
The summit’s organizers expect

“morethan 1,600 participants com-

ingfromthedifferentlocalgovern-

ment units (LGUs) in the country,

 leading experts, scientists, poli-
: cy-makers, river administrators,
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1nd1gen0us commumtles support
groups, people’s organization and
practitioners. About 200 foreign

guests and experts are expected to-

attend. The mayor of the hostcity,
Oscar S. Moreno, said the holding
of the summit hereisabold move
of the organizers and the LGU to
gather the participants to tackle
a huge environmental issue and

take the challenge to protect

river basins in the country.
“Mindanao for the last five
years has experienced severe
flooding, including that which
devastated this city where more
than a thousand died and count-
less bodies are yet to be found
during the flood brought by Ty-

phoon Washi [local name Send-

ong] thus, the decision to hold

this summit,” Moreno said.
"The third IRS, with the theme

“Healthy Watersheds, Clean

b

Rivers Safer Communities,” is a
global platform for the exchange
of knowledge and experience
toward the building of an in-

- clusive agenda for sustainable

development and resiliency of
river-basin ecosystem, said Dr.
Hilly Ann Roa-Quiaoit, Summit
chairman, 3rd IRS.

Quiaoit said the state of Min-
danao’s eight river basins, part of
the 18 river basins in the entire
country, will be highlighted dur-
ing the summit where eminent
leaders and stakeholders would
share knowledge and best prac-
tices to formulate a blueprint of

- needed actions to address press-

ing issues affecting river basins

and their communities.
Consistent with the initia-

tives in the first summit held in

Iloilo City in 2012 and second

summit held in Marikina City in

DATE

AND lNlTlATlVES S[‘RVICF .

e - i
_'.'_'mﬂ.

CdO to ho st 3rd Internatlonal Rlver Summit in N

2014, the Cagayande Oro
would foster informatior
changes on thelatest tecl
research, approaches a
practices on the waters
river-basin governance.
The organizers said t
mitisalsothe venue to bs
sensus that will addres:
policy and program impl
tion of the river-basin 1
ment from internation
tothelocallevels, and tc
avenues for greater cooj
in finding sustainable s
for development and ¢
mental stewardship.
said the cross-cutting
during the summit are
development; best praci
lessons learned; river |
policies; sustainable-
mechanism; and youth
and community empow
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‘Sindikato sa
Laguna lake’

DEKADA nang problema ang Laguna lake.
Mistulang septic tank ng mga dumi mula sa mga pabrika
at mga kabahayang nakapaligid dito.

Panahon pa ni dating Pres. Gloria Arroyo, nagkalat na.

ang mga fish pen sa Laguna lake. Sa termino ni Pres.
Benigno Aquino Il lalo pa itong lumala. Walang ginawa sa
probiema sa loob ng anim na taon.

Tanging si Pres. Rodrigo Duterte lang ang presiden-
teng umupak sa mga salot na ekta-ektaryang fish pen sa
Laguna lake. |

Sinakop na kasi ng mga nagmamay-ari ng korporasyon
ang lawa. Ang mga pobreng malilit na mangingisda, ‘tyaga
nalang sa mga tira. Isa sa mga itinuturong dahilan ng prob-

lema ang pagbibigay ng permit ng Laguna Lake Develop-
ment Authority. |

Mismong si General Manager Nereus Acosta na ang
nagsabi, karamihan sa 400 naka-rehistrong may ari ng fish
pen sa LLDA “dummy”lang ng mga Koreano at Tsinong ne-
gosyante. Aminado rin ang ahensya, hirap silang paalisin
ang mga fish pen operator sa Laguna lake dahil may inis-
yung lisensya sa kanila. |

Noong 2006, inilantad ng BITAG sa telebisyon ang prob- -

lemang ito. Pang-aabuso sa kapangyarihan ng mga ma-
ngilan-ngilang nagmamay-ari ng mga baklad. Malalaking
Korporasyon ang nasa likod ng mga fish pen noon. Mga
gobernador, kongresman, mayor, heneral ng AFP at PNP
ang karamihan sa kanila. Ganito rin ang sinabi ni Pres. Du-
terte noong July 25 sa kanyang SONA.

Malaking hamon ngayon kay DENR Sec. Gina Lopez
na linisin ang Laguna iake. Marching order ng presidente,
gibain ang mga ekta-ektaryang fish pen. Hangga't hindi si-
nusuri ng kalihim ang listahan ng LLDA ng mga dummy ng
naglalakihang korporasyon hindi malulutas ang kasaluku-
yang problema sa Laguna lake.

Abangan ang BITAG Live araw-araw na sabay na napa-

-panood at napapakinggan tuwing alas 10:00-11:00 ng umaga

sa Radyo5 92.3 News FM at AksyonTV. Para sa iba pang mga
palabas, mag-subscribe sa BITAG OFFICIAL YouTube channel.
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City’s

. MWSS East Zone
~water and used.
- water conces--
sionaire Manila
Water recently R 4]
‘commended the city vy A
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‘Mandaluyong for its -
unrelenting support to S
to the latter’s e 7 . L

i o 5 %i’ Bt

| L i H g a-p_ S apa o ﬁ;ﬁ L. . T
program, an
advocacy calling for

Photo shows Mandaluyong City Mayor Menchie
he clean-un of Abalos (fifth from left) holding the certificate of
zl;ee o lfsl eaal':é l:vpatgf - appreciation handed by Manila Water Advocacy
bodi es,‘ which has and Research Depa_rtment Mead Ifernant;lo
been honored with Busuegolll (3rc_1 from right), toget'her with Manila
a Silver Award by Water area business manager Kristoffer Saba!er[g
the Public Relations (4th from left) and other,oﬁlmalg along with
Society of the managers from Mandaluyong Business A}r{ea_.. ‘.
Philippines. Lingap - _
Sapa is one.of Manila Water’s environmental programs aimed at -
reviving rivers by reducing pollution brought about by indiscriminate
disposal of solid wastes as well as ensuring proper management
and treatment of used water. Mandaluyong City has been an ardent
supporter of Manila Water’s environmental programs and a major
mover in promoting the East Zone coneessionaire’s Toka Toka
‘movement which calls for the city and its residents to do its share -
in protecting the environmental by way of proper disposal of
garbage, regular desludging of septic tanks every five years,
‘connecting to Manila Water’s sewer network and supporting the
company’s community-based sanitation and sewerage projects.
Several barangays initially participated in the Lingap Sapa program
that included Barangay Mauway led by Barangay Captain Denny -
Calimlim, Barangay Hagdang Bato represented by Barangay Captain -
Richmond Jae San Diego, Barangay Daang Bakal spearheaded by
- Barangay Captain Richar Bassig,_Barahgay.Bagbng Silang with -
‘Barangay Captain Marc Anthony Dominguez and Barangay Additional
| Hi‘lls_headed by Barangay Captain Ken Flaminiano. Other staunch -
‘advocates of the program were the City Environment Council and -

‘Councilor Cherry Lynn Pablo Santos.
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DENR orders probe on

La Union land-grabbing

AN FERNANDO CITY, La
S Union—TheRegional Director

of the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR)
herehasorderedaninvestigationinto
anallegedland-grabbingschemeinLa
Union, linking some employees of the
department.

Theorder of DENR Regional Direc-
tor Paquito T. Moreno Jr. came follow-
ing the complaint of one Ann Paredes,
accusing Graciano Boquiren and San-
tiago Santiago Jr., both employees of
DENR: and Arnel Masalac, a private
land surveyor, of havingallegedly con-
spired with each other in the conver-
“sion of a titled property she bought
located in Barangay Pugo, Bauang, La
Union, intoa“landunderwater,” caus-
'lng its reversion to the State.
. Paredes also accused officials of
thejudiciary and military of being in-

volved in the reported land-grabbing

scheme, alleging that after her prop-
erty was reverted, it was awarded to
the group of Alberto Hidalgo through
foreshoreleaseagreement purportedly
approved by then regional director
Samuel Peniafiel. |
BUSINESSMIRROR correspondent

Otly Guirdo reported the land-grab-

bing scheme in a report published on
this page on August 22.

Morenodirected the DENRregional
legaldivision toinvestigate thealleged
land-grabbing activity and to file ad-
ministrative and criminal charges
against all those involved, including
former DENR officials and private in-
dividuals whoever they may be.

“We appreciate Ms. Paredes for
her courage of revealing this alleg-
edlyanomalouslandgrabbingscheme
involving DENR officials and employ-
ees, said Moreno, pointingouthewas
notyettheregionaldirector when the
alleged anomalies in the issuance of

foreshorelease agreementhappened.

- Moreéno:assured the complainant
that appropriate actions are ongoing
and,if substantial evidence warrants,
administrative sanctions will be im-
posed on Boquiren and Santiago.

Moreno said the regional office
maintaineda24-hourhotline—0998-
4797464—manned by the Regional

Public Affairs Office to receive com-
plaints from the publicconcerningthe
servicesof theregional officeoragainst
any of its officials and employees. PNA
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Mga corrupt sa
DENR, dapat nang
pangalanan

} e s

TYLE ni President Rodrigo Duterte na panga-

lanan ang mga pulitiko at opisyal ng pamahalaan
na sangkot o protector ng illegal drugs. Sana ganito
rin ang gawin sa corrupt officials ng mga tanggapan
ng pamahalaan kabilang ang Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR). Pangalanan
din sana ang mga corrupt sa DENR para mailigtas
ang kapaligiran sa pagkasira. Karamihan umano sa
mga nirereklamo ay ang mga opisyal sa Mines and
Geosciences Bureau na sangkot sa pag-aapruba ng
mga illegal na pagmimina.

Maraming environmentalists at mining advocates
ang nasiyahan sa sinabi ni DENR Sec. Gina Lopez
noong nakaraang linggo na nangakong aaksivunan

e

L

- ang reklamo sa mga corrupt mining officials. Nagsa-
lita si Lopez sa DENR Central Office sa Quezon City.
Isasailalim umano sa imbestigasyon ang mga corrupt
sa nasabing tanggapan at kapag napatunayan, masi-
sitbak sila sa puwesto.

Marami nang sinira ang mga illegal miners at
walang ginagawa ang mga dating namumuno sa
DENR. Hinayaang masira ang mga bundok. Halim-
bawa ay ang kabundukan sa Compostela Valley at
Davao Oriental. Dahil sa illegal na pagmimina, bu-
tas-butas na ang mga bundok sa mga nasabing lugar.
Parang sungkaan ang tuktok ng mga bundok.

Nasisira ang kapaligiran dahil sa ginagawang
pagmimina. Hinuhukay at binubutas ang mga bun-
dok nang walang pakundangan. At ang ugat ng mga
nangyayaring ito ay hindi masawatang corruption
sa tanggapan. |

Nang hirangin si Lopez ni Duterte noong Hunyo
para pamunuan ang DENR, sinabi niya, “I don't like
mining, the foreigners and the rich are the only ones ben-
efitting from it but the farmers and the fishermen suffer.”

Inaasahan ang mga pagbabago sa DENR lalo
na ang may kaugnayan sa illegal na pagmimina.
Ipagpatuloy ni Lopez ang reporma at wakasan na
ang corruption na matagal nang namamayani sa
tanggapan. |
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PINASISIYASAT ng mga
I grupong kontra pagmimina ang

hanay ng mga opisyales ng DE-
| PARTMENT OF ENVIRON-
| MENT AND NATURAL RE-

SOURCES (DENR) na matigil
| kung hindi man ganap na
. mapatalsik ang lahat ng
ll sinasabing mga corrupt officials

namayagpag ang naging pag-
abuso naman ng mga malalaking
kompanya ng pagmimina sa
ating bansa.

Kamakailan ay nagrali ang
iba't ibang militanteng grupo sa
harap ng DENR office sa
QUEZON CITY na
Ipinananawagan ng mga ito kay
DENR SECRETARY GINA
I.OPEZ na siyasatin umano ang
mga inaakusahang kurap na
mga opisyales, kung saan ay
tinuran ng mga militante sina

- dating SEC. RAMON PAJE, dat-

ing MINES AND GEO-
SCIENCE BUREAU (MGB)
DIRECTOR at ngayon ay SE-
NIOR UNDERSECRETARY
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! oY - b
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sa nasabing ahensiya, kung kaya

lfn“

LEO JASARENO, ENVIRON-
MENTAL MANAGEMENT BU-
REAU DIRECTOR ATTY. JUAN

MIGUEL CUNA, dating EAST-

ERN VISAYAS MGB REGIONAL
DIRECTOR at ngayon ay ASSIS-
TANT SEC. NONITA CAGUIOA,
at si dating CENTRAL LUZON
MGB REGIONAL DIRECTOR at
ngayon ay MGB ASSISTANT DI-
RECTOR ATTY. DANILO
UYKIENG

Inithayag nitong si ALYANSA
TIGIL MINA NATIONAL COOR-
DINATOR JAYBEE GARGANERA
na kailangan umanong ireporma
ang leadership ng DENR, kung saan
ay siyasatin o imbestigahan ang
mga opisyal na umabuso umano sa
kanilang mga posisyon o nagsilabag
sa kanilang mga mandato o naging,
mga corrupt at ang 'doble-kara' ay
hindi dapat umanong manatili sa
ahensiya. "

Magandang panimula umano
ang nagawa ni SEC. LOPEZ sa
naging pagkansela sa 10 mining

projects na kinabibilangan ng
ZAMBALES, PALLAWAN,

' UPPER-HALF

LﬁWEE—HALF

mreeas seesaw 4T

BULACAN at SURIGAO DEL
NORTE na ito ay indikasyon
umano sa pagpapakita ng
sensiridad sa mandato ng
ahensiya; kung saan ay dapat
lamang na ang makapanatili -
sa posisyon ay yaong hindi
sangkot sa  anumang

korapsiyon..
* k&

Teka, puwede bang bigyan
ng matinding aksiyon ni SEC.
LOPEZ ang mga LOCAL
GOVERNMENT UNITS na
nagbigay ng pahintulot na
pagbentahan ng lupa ang
CHINA kaya nakapagpatayo
sila ng man-made island sa
gitna ng karagatang pinag-
aawayan at ngayon_ ay

- hinahabol ng PILIPINAS ha

mabawi ang lugar dahi % op

- 1to ng katubigang teritoryQ "l‘lé

ating bansa? SINO-SINON
MGA OPISYAL ANG
DAPAT NA MAPANAGOT
SA PAGBEBENTA NG MGA
LUPANG GINAMIT NG
CHINA SA PAGTATAYO
NILANGISLA SAGITNANG
KARAGATANG DAPAT AY
SAKOP NG PILIPINAS?
* ok %

Kung kayo po ay may
suliranin o puna sa maling
gawailn ng ilan nating mga
government officials o
anumang reaksiyon lalo na sa
mga nababatikos ng ARYA ay
bukas po ang espasyo para sa
inyong mga nats ipaabot..,
mag-email lamang po sa

aryakolum@yahoo.com o -
magtex sa09334089090.
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on seeing our houses damaged,
our once productive farms cov-
ered with weeds and our
schools rendered unusable,”
Mapasu said in a statement.

“We saw 10 houses burned to
the ground. There were houses
with walls, roofs and floors dis-
mantled and used as firewood.
In some houses, belongings
were scattered, destroyed and
stolen. Most of the houses were
damaged, having been:left un-
used because .of ourforcible

to the entry of logging and min-

‘Lumad’

- ing compan{e's in Lianga, but
EVACUEES yhchie ity o branied
r eturnin g _ Then Gov. Johnny Pimentel
to Lianga

said the Magahat-Bagani was
created by the military, an accu-

DAVAO CITY—More than 3,000

‘Manobo “lumad” evacuees, who

sation that the Armed Forces of
the Philippines had denied.
. Almost a year after the killings,
" no suspect had been arrested,
even as the government dangled
‘have been staying at the sports ‘a P3.6-million bounty- forihci.
complex in Tandag City in Suri-

P | ' ey LIy e
T I v e O .-

gao del Sur province, are plan- /ers Bobby and Loloy Tejero and evacuation,” the group added.
ning to return to their homes in ] ;fargamg Layno. s Six other schoils fgr lumad
Lianga town on Segt, 2. . Campos, in a telephone inter- children were also damaged.
Their homecoming will hap- view, said they still want the Mag- Mapasu said members of the
pen exactly a year and a day after ahat-Bagani  disbanded, and group that visited the site on
they were forced to leave their those behind the killings arrested. Aug. 24 were “enraged upon

‘communities when members of

“Soldiers also have to leave seeing the large military camps

‘the paramilitary group Magahat-
‘Bagani killed three lumad lead-
ers in the village of Diatagon
‘town on Sept. 1 last year.

~ But Michelle Campos, daugh-
ter of one of those killed, said
government soldiers are stll in

our communities. We need to
go home,” she said.

On Aug. 24, representatives
of the provincial government -
communities

“abatidoned by the evacuees.

inspected 11

in our communities in Kilome-
ter 9 and Han-ayan.”

Campos said despite military
presence, they will go home Fri-
day to reclaim their communi-

ties.. : ;Nico Alconaba, Inquirer

: “Our hearts were crushed up- Mindanao

‘their villages. “We want them
out of our villages before we re-
turn home,” she said on Sunday.
Campos’ father, Dionel, and
1lumad leaders Emerito Samar-
-ca, administrator of the Alter-
native Learning Center for
Agriculture and Livelihood De-
velopment (Alcadev), and Ju-
vello “Bello” Sinzo were shot
and killed by Magahat-Bagani
militiamen in the upland com-
munity of Sitio (subvillage)
Han-ayan. |
Dionel was the chair of
Malahutayong Pakigbisog sa
mga Sumusunod (Persevering .
Struggle for the Next Genera-
tion) or Mapasusn.indigenous:-
les’ orgapizagion opposed;
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“LUMAD?” children sing the national anthem before they attend classes at an evacuation center in Ta



