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DENR putting up interactive

website for mining firms’ audit

The Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) is set to come
out with a website where all audit find-
INgs concerning mining companies will
be made public, its top official said. .

By RHODINA VILLANUEVA

“That website will be interactive. Ev-
erything will be made transparent. We’ll
be doing, either big or small companies,
DENR Secretary Gma Lopez said.

- Apart from mining permits issued to
companies, all the environmental com-
pliance certificates will also be subjected
to audit and review. We will not be selec-
tive,” she added.

Lopez also plans to put up her own
blog to document and discuss the audit
being done by the department, as well
as other activities of the DENR.

She reiterated the DENR would not
hesitate to shut down all mining opera-
tions that will be found to have violated
environmental and health and safety
laws and regulations.

“If you break the law, you face the
consequences of breaking the law. What-
ever the law says that’s what we should
follow. If you break the law, there are
penalties,” Lopez said.

So far, the DENR has suspended oper-
ations of 10 mining companies. The three
which were recently suspended include
the Bulacan-based Ore Asia Mining De-
velopment Corp., and Mt. Sinai Explora-
tion Mining and Development Corp. and

'EMIR Mineral Resources Corp. both in

Homonhon, Eastern Samar.

‘Ore Asia reportedly failed to secure
an IS0 14001 certification. -

On the other hand, Mt. Sinai, which
mines chromite, caused siltation of the
coastal waters and failed to practice
engineered mining methods while
the nickel-producing EMIR Minerals
has also reportedly caused siltation of

coastal waters. --

The DENR intends to finish the au-
dit of all 42 metallic mines within the
month.




EX-EXECS SEEK
" DENR PROBE OF
DAMAGES BY

STRATEGIC COMM

RAPU-RAPU MINE

" By MANLY M. UGALDE

Correspondent -

4 South Korean-owned Rapu-

‘Rapu Mining consortium in Albay

has asked President Duterte to

order a probe and study the aban-

doned town of Rapu-Rapu, after

it was mined out of minerals that

generated a whooping income of
P65 billion in five years ansl left
with a measly P158 million in re-

habilitation fund.

Among the minerals mined
on the tiny island were gold, cop-
per, zinc and bronze in a 186-hect-
are land, where two disastrous cy-
anide spills dumped mine tailings
to coastal villages, resulting to
heavy fish kills in Rapu-Rapu and

neighboring coastal communities

of Sorsogon province. |
Cecille A. Calleja, communi-

" cation. executive of South Korean-
‘owned Rapu-Rapu Mines, was one

of four complainants in the envi-
ronmental case filed against four

“top officials of the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources

SEE “RAPU-RAPU,” A2

UNICA

- EGAZPI CITY—A former
' mining executive of the

(DENR), the four companies under
the Rapu-Rapu Mines consortium
and 10 of their executives.

The residents of Rapu-Rapu
town are dependent on fishing
and are still waiting for the "huge”
amount the South Korean mines
executives promised under the Fi-
nal Mines Rehabilitation Decom-
missioning Plan. '

In a long-distance interview,
Calleja—on vacation in the US—
asked President Duterte to order
an investigation on how the South
Korean firm’s last shipment of ore
in 2013, worth P440 million, was
able to slip away despite a hold or-
der by the DENR. The last shipment
was demanded held by Rapu-Rapu
as a sort of guarantee the reha-
bilitation plan would be complied
with. Calleja said that, from the
very beginning, the South Korean
firm committed numerous viela-
tions with its continuous refusal to
consult stakeholders regarding the
health risks they faced following
the mine’s closure in 2013.

In a complaint filed on January
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16, 2014, at the Legazpi Regional
Trial Court “for environmental
protection order,” the formes mine
executive said the accused had
“conspired to abandon the ecologi-
cally damaged Rapu-Rapu town.”
Charged were then-Environment
Secretary Ramon J.P. Paje, Mines
and Geosciences Bureau Director
Leo L. Jasareno, DENR Region o ex-
ecutive Director Gilbert C. Gonzales
and MGB Regional Director Theo-
dore Rommel E Pestano. Gonzales
has bzen promotea as Ynvironment
Manazement PRureau director in
June, with Paie’s niece Crisanta Paje
Rodriguez succeeding as Bicol DENR
regional director.

The charged foreign mining
firms and exccutives were Rapu-
Rapu Minerals Inc., Rapu-Rapu
Processing Inc., Rapu-Rapu Hold-
ings [nc., Korea Malaysia Philip-
pines Resources Inc., Young Tlae
Park, Jason Lim, Soon Bang Ko,
Melvin Alonso, Rogelio E. Cor-
puz, Marc Campos, Ben Dayao,
Young Bong Ha, Mohd Ajib Anvar

| and Jung Sik Kho. |

Aside from Calleja; complain-
ants included former Rapu-Rapu
councilors Giovani Guapo and Ma-
rino Baranda, and Integrated Bar
of the Philippines Albay Chapter
President Emerson Aquende. Gua-
po and Baranda are serving as in-
cumbent Rapu-Rapu councilors.

Court  records  obtained
showed the first filed environmen-
tal case with damages was dis-
missed by RTC Branch 1 Presiding
Judge Solon B. Sison on April 13,
2015, for lack of merit. The court
record showed a countercomplaint
for damages is ongoing for trial.

Both Calleja and Baranda la-
mented the dismissal of the case
with a counterdamage claim, say-

ing they filed an appeal before the
Court of Appeals.

The Rapu-Rapu mining opera-

- tion started in 2005 by Australian-

owned Lafayette Mining Philip-
pines, which sold the operations to
the South Korean group in 2007,
after it suffered bankruptcy follow-

- ing the suspension of its operations
~ by the Pollution Adjudication Board.
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epresentative Teddy Ba-
guilat Jr. of Ifugao province
expressed confidence that
is pet measure on mining
reform would have smooth sailing in the
17th Congress.

This, after Baguilat noted that his
proposed statute was practically the
same as the "People's Mining Bill" filed
by Bayan Muna party-list Rep. Carlos
Zarate during the 16th Congress.

It just so happens that Zarate is the
new chairman of the House Committee
on Natural Resources, the panel that
would handle mmmg bills. -

"Tinutulak namin itong [Phlhppme]
Mineral Resources Act (We're pushing
or the Philippine Mineral Resources
Act)," said Baguilat, a Liberal Party (LP)

stalwart and member of the so-called

"Legitimate 8" Minority in the House of
Representatives (HOR). |
Baguilat was specifically referring
to House Bill (HB) No.113, the full title
of which reads "An Act to regulate the
rational exploration, development and

utilization of mineral resources, and to

Ty i -l - S-S Al Su—

ensure the equitable sharing of benefits
for the state, indigenous peoples and
other communities".

"We filed it on the very first day of
the 17th Congress. I plan on talking to
Rep. Zarate because the People's Mining
Bill which he filed during the previous
Congress is very similar to it," the Ifugao
lawmaker said.

The proposed Peo-
ple's Mining Act has it-
self been refiled as HB
No.171.

Baguilat jointly filed
HB No.113 with Agusan
del Norte 1st district Rep.

Lawrence Fortun.

The LP solon said
he!ll talk to Natural
Resources panel chair

Zarate for the purpose

of helping prioritize the
measure.

"So kung maari sana
mapabilis ito. No less
than President [Rodrigo}
Duterte and [Depart-
ment of Environment
and Natural Resources

i U e Anignlinkiy -k Maiia et A A gy

Secretary Gina] Lopez have said there
is a need to review the Mining Act,
said Baguilat, the de facto leader of the
Legitimate 8.

Duterte has time and again stressed
his abhorrence for irresponsible mining,
saying it destroys the environment.

Current mining regulations are

LR S E— f—_— .

based on Republic Act (RA) No. 7942.
In the explanatory note of HB No.113,
Baguilat and Fortun cited the various
major mining disasters in the last four
years as well as cases of violence against
known leaders of anti-mining move-
ments in affected communities.
"Indeed the industry and it's govern-

ing law failed to ensure the constitution-
ally guaranteed rights of the people
to a balanced and healthful ecology, to
social justice in all phases of national

development, to a self-reliant and inde-

pendent economy effectively controlled
by Filipinos, and other important rights,”
it read.
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The Philippines has earned inter-
national praise for leading the fight for
climate justice during the last 19 months
- of serving as head of the Climate Vulner-
~ able Forum, a group of nations highly
' susceptible to the adverse effects of
- climate change.

Dr. Shiferaw Teklemariam Menba-
cho, Minister of Environment, Forestry
and Climate Change of Ethiopia and
' the incoming chair of the CVE, said
the Philippines showed an exemplary
performance in taking the cudgels for
climate-vulnerable nations during the

21st- Conference of Parties (COP21) to

" the United Nations Framework Conven-

tion on Climate Change (UNFCCC) inLe
Bourget, France in December last year.

~ "The Philippines has set the bar very,
very high. This forum has achieved a
huge momentum and the Paris Agree-

‘ment session, the COP21 has been

exemplary to demonstrate what the

Philippines and the CVF have achieved,”

Menbacho said in his opening remarks
during the CVF Seminar Retreat on
Climate Diplomacy, Leadership, and
Negotiations held in Tagaytay City.
"The climate challenge, however, is
far from being resolved. So, in taking for-
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PH lauded for cllmate change 1n1tlat1ves

ward the work of this important group,

- we will strive to continue to strengthem

our impact. The lives and livelihoods of
our people are at stake and we cannot
gamble that away," he added.

The Philippines has been the CVF

" chair since January 2015 and is sched-

uled to turn over the position to Ethiopia
at the end of the high-level Climate
Policy Forum to be held at the Philippine
Senate in Pasay City on Monday.

CVF is a global intergovernmental
body of collaboration exclusive to de-
veloping countries that are particularly
vulnerable to the negative effects of cli-
mate change.
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A research institute will be built by
the Climate Change Commission (CCC)
in Quezon City.

CCC Secretary Emmanuel De Guz-

man made the announcement during
the first day of the Climate Vulnerable
Forum (CVF) in Tagaytay City, Thurs-
day, where environment officials and
leaders from countries susceptible to
the adverse effects of climate change
gathered for a collaboration of infor-
mation and practices to address the
problem.

De Guzman said a CVF Center of
Excellence for Climate Information
and Services will be established as
part of the proposed Philippine Climate
Change Institute to be built in Quezon

City.

“We are establishing the CVF Cen-
ter of Excellence that will be a part of
the Philippine Climate Change Institute
along with the Center for Climate Policy
Research and the National Panel of
Technical Experts,” he said.

The institute also aims to become
the resource backbone for capacity
building on climate change adaptation
and mitigation, disaster risk reduction,
and for facilitating the exchange of ex-
periences and good practices among
local government units in the country.

De Guzman added that the institute
will also have a network of research and

‘learning centers throughout the coun-

try. Among them are universities Ate-
neo de Davao, Ateneo de Zamboanga,
Xavier University Cagayan de Oro, and

Vlsayas State Un1vers1ty
The gathering in Tagaytay City

-was the culmination of the Philippines’ _

chairmanship of the CVE, which will ©
then be turned over to Ethiopia.

De Guzman, along with officials of
the CCC, welcomed the delegates led by
incoming CVF chair Dr. Shiferaw Tekle-
mariam Menbacho from the Minister
of Environment, Forestry and Climate
Change of Ethiopia; and past chairs
from Bangladesh and Costa Rica.

For his part, Menbacho said it is

important for CVF members to learn
from each other to build capacity in the
long term for climate action.
- The event will be followed by the
CVF High-Level Climate Policy Forum
to be held at the Senate of the Philip-
pines in Pasay City on August 15.
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'MORE VITAL THAN EVER

Honormg the
Parls Agre ement

itly stated in his first State of
the Nation Address (SONA)
- that countering global warm-

| mg will be a top priority of the Philip-

pines. For sure, he cautioned that the

: global solution proposed be based

“upon a fair and acceptable equation.”
In his recent meeting with US State
Secretary John Kerry, he said the

Philippines would abide by the Paris
| _grow and industrialize it.

Accord. And he asked the Senate, as

- ‘the treaty —mtifymg body and the Presi-
| _'deni S partner in foreign relations, to
- give him advice regardmg the Parls
- < Accord. |

The President’s views jive with the
concept of “climate justice,” calling for
the world’s top carbon emitters to take
the lead not just in reducing emissions,

but also in lending finance and technol-

ogy support to developing countries
transitioning to a zero-carbon mode
of economic development. '
President Duterte is quite firm
in believing that the country should
work to mitigate global warming, but
he is also convinced that the country’s

development should not be stifled as.

a consequence. I would argue that by
pursuing a carbon-neutral economy
more single-mindedly, the Philippines
would get developed smartly and do
so sustainably.

By signing the Paris Accord with
nearly 200 other countries last De-
cember, the Philippines affirmed that
the country’s “intended nationally
determined contribution” INDC) 1s to
reduce expected carbon emissions by
70 percent by 2030, under a “business
as usual” (BAU) scenario.

This is, yes, an ambitious target

~ and a huge commitment—but one that

is contingent on “the extent of financial

RESIDENT Duterte explic-

resources, 1nclud1ng technology de-
velopment and transfer, and capacity

building that will be made available to

the Philippines.”
In other words, our treaty obliga-

tion to reduce emissions is conditioned

on how much financial and techni-
cal assistance we receive from our
partner-countries. Hence, abiding by

the Paris Accord is to safeguard a

strategic opportunity for us to leverage
the resources of our more prosperous
friends to decarbonize our economy,
without jeopardizing our efforts to

Honoring the Paris Accord is
equally about keeping people safe and
healthy. The Philippines is not even
a net carbon emitter, but it is among
the most vulnerable and most affected
countries because of climate change.
Last November, a United Nations re-
port determined that the Philippines
was the 4th most disaster-prone coun-
try in the world.

Data from the World Meteorologi-
cal Organization (WMO) showed that
the average sea level rise in the Philip-

‘pines since 1901 was 60 centimeters,

three times faster than the global
average of 19 centimeters. If such rate
continues, some 171 coastal towns and
municipalities are projected to go un-
derwater, displacing up to 13.6 million
Filipinos, according to a University of

the Philippines study.

Doing an about-face on the Paris
Accord—that is, to allow governments
around the world, including ours, to
continue burning carbon in the name
of economic development—is a step
towards an increasingly unsafe and
vulnerable future for the Philippines,
where achieving prosperity would be
next to impossible. This only makes it
imperative that we honor the historic
agreement. (30) |

E-mail: angara.ed@gmail.com
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De Lima seeks ban

on black sand

SENATOR LeiladeLima
has sought the banning
of “black sand mining”
or extraction of magne-
tite due to its harmful
effects on the environ-
ment and people.

She filed Senate Bill No.
960 requiring mining firms
to dispose dredge materi-
als in government-con-
trolled landfills to prevent
black sand from being
passed off as “waste.”

Under SBN 960, the
Mines and Geosciences
Bureau will also have to
check on the presence of
black sand before dredg-
Ing permits can be 1ssued
to miners.

Any person or firm
found guilty of black sand
mining may be jailed for
six to 12 years and fined
from P1 to 10 million, ac-
cording to the bill.

De Lima noted how
some mining companies
are taking advantage of
the absence of a law that
directly prohibits black
sand mining as long as
they could secure dredg-
ing permits tor their oper-
ations.

“Thealarming adverse
effect of exploration and
extraction of black sand
on the environment and
human life, and despite
government efforts tocurb
illegal activities, black
sand mining hasbeen pro-

liferating indifferentparts

of the country,” she said.

“Atdahil sablacksand
mining kumokonti ang
huli ng ating mga mang-
ingisda, at ang mga ko-

By Bernadette
E. Tamayo

W 0
o e % i

e et ol o Dttt Sl oo e - -

s I ! A AR I u K ‘.l L

" b .ﬁmﬂi’?.w W ke i
1" o) “\- .-‘.:_I.‘-{"- 1"_- L4 ] [

e e
B R, -

e e

munidad sa tabing-dagat
ay nakakaranas ng pag-
guhong lupa at pagbaha.
Darami pa ang magdu-
rusa kung hindi natin ito
ipagbabawal,” said De
Lima.

She also noted that
some unscrupulous min-
ing operators, mostly for-
eign nationals, are con-
niving with some local
government officials to
operate despite opposi-
tion from the residents of
the affected areas.

“A lot of mining firms
conduct black sand min-
ing under the cover of
dredging permits. Safe-
guards must be put In
place to prevent thisabuse

mining

of dredging permits,” she
said.

DeLima said whenshe
was Justice secretary, an
inter-agency group led by
the National Bureau of
Investigation (NBI) con-
ducted raids on illegal
black sand mining opera-
tions, asaresult of which,
complaints were filed
against individuals, in-
cluding Chinese nation-
als.

She expressed concern
over the plight of people
living near the mining sites
where they suffer illness-
es, their houses de-
stroyed, and their liveli-
hood compromised.

“Erosion hasbeennot-
ed inareas near black sand
mining operations. Com-
munities are slowly crum-
bling because of magne-
tite mining. In communi-
ties within these mining
operations, there have
been cases of severe eye
infections and hernia.
Farmers and fisherfolk
now yield smaller har-
vests and catch,” she said.

De Lima believes that
her proposed measure is
an effective step toward
“ridding one formof envi-
ronmental plunder with
stiff penalty and heavy
fines.”

“Through the passage
of thisbill, notonly arewe
able topenalize those who
plunder our natural re-
sources, the government
will be able to properly
regulate mining and other
related activities,” she
said.



RESIDENT Rodngo Duterte has
shown a bold and uncompromising
stance in the war agamst illegal
drugs, and to some extent in crime and
corruption. True to what he said during

his inauguration, these are his priority ,
areas. While there are diverse opinions
on the manner in which he implements -

his policies, he cannot be accused of
being half-hearted, or tentative.

The same cannot be said, however, of the
President’s policy on the environment.

Mr. Duterte has issued at best conflicting
statements on how he intends to ensure a
healthy balance between using up resources
today and making provisions for ﬁJture gener-
ations. o -
For example, talking at a busmess forum in
February, at the height of the campalgn,
Duterte expressed support for the mining in-
dustry provided players acted responsibly and

emissions when it is the industrialized coun-
tries who have been spewing these gases into
- the atmosphere for centuries.

He also derided the apparent shift to renew-
able energy, citing the country’s dire need for
power which can only be supplied by coal-
fired power plants.

Lopez, prior to her government appoint-
ment, has advocated a complete shunning of
coal plants, citing their deleterious effect on
the health and well-being of the residents of
communities in which they operate.

Mr. Duterte has also said—and emphatical-
ly—that he would not honor the Paris Agree-
ment which the Phlllppmes and 195 other
countries arrived at in December after the
Conference of Parties under the United Na-
tions Framework Convention on Climate
- Change.
~ But by virtue of his office, Duterte is also
the chairman of the Climate Change Com-
mission, the body tasked by law to craft mit-
igation and adaptatlon policies in relation to

dard

DEFININ(E THE NEWS

nies, daring them to “shape up

Confllctmg signals

abided by law and regulations. But upon his
assumption of the presidency, he appointed, as
secretary of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources, a known anti-mining

“crusader” in the person of Regina Lopez. The

environment secretary has been quoted as say-

'mg there 1s no such thmg as responsible min-

ing.

“If there is respons1ble mmmg, why is 1t
that whenever there is mining there is pover-
ty?...The poorest sites in the world are mining
areas,” she said. _ |

Duterte then lashed out at big mining compa-
"> because they were
supposedly destroymg the environment.

Only the big mining interests from Manila
were benefiting from these arrangements he
said..

And then there is the issu
gas emissions.

During a campaign debate
the United Nations a hypocrite
ing developing countries to cur

;——l—

el
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climate change. He has thus far been silent
on how he intends to discharge his leader-
ship role here. . »

Environmental issues are no less urgent
than the problem of drugs, crime, corruption
or poverty. These have short- and long-term
consequences on the people. Specifically,
these affect how people live and how well.
They dictate whether communities can be re-
silient in times of extreme weather events to
which the country, as an archipelago, has be-
come even more prone. They decide whether
our investments today will bear fruit tomorrow
or will just go to waste. They determine wheth-
er our children’s children will be able to pro-
vide for their own needs, and sustainably so.

President Duterte’s advisers must be
reminded of their job to make him appreciate,
and thoroughly, the complex issues surrounding
the environment. The resulting policy—
objective, consistent and unequivocal, will
guide the next crucial steps of the
administration.
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| of forest and coastal

‘ecosystems, often go unpumshed in
the Philippines. Environmentalists
blame this on the poor enforcement of

environmental laws

An environmental advocate, En-

vironment Secretary Regina Pazl.
Lopez, wants this changed.

Last week taking the cud-
gel: anid standing side-by-side
with various government and

law—enfOrcem{ent agencies, the
country’s chief steward of the

env1r0nment and natural re-

sources, vowed to go after en- .
vironmental offendersand stop
what she described as socialand

environmental injustice.

Lopez is pinning her hope:
on the creation of the National -

Anti- env1r0nmental Crimes Task

Force, orTaskForcengKahkasan o
- “to respond quickly to verified
reports” of environmental crimes

from affected communities. -
The membersofthetaskforce
are the departments of Envi-

- ronmentand Natural Resources
. (DI_E*NR), Interiorand Local Gov- |
ernment (DILG), Trén'sporta—_

tion (DOTyr), National Defénse
(DND) and Justice (DO¥): the
- Armed Forces of the Phll'fﬁ‘piﬁes

.(AFP) the Philippine Natmnal

.Pollce (PNP) and the Phlhpyme N

Coast Guard (PCG)

' _.-g-ust 8 at the DENR céht# 3
- in Quezon City were Lopez Inte-

' S1gn1ng the agreeme:

LA o

rior Secretary Ismael D. Sueiio,
Transportation Secretary Arthur
P. Tugade, Defense Undersecre-
tary Eduardo D. del Rosario and
Defense Brig. _Gen Restituto
Padilla, representing AFP chief
Gen. Ricardo R. Visay4, and PNP
chief Director General Ronald

~ “Bato” M. dela Rosa |
The agreement includes a Dec-

laration of Cooperation between
members of the task force.

As the agency mandated to pro-
tect the environment and manhge
the country’s natural resources,

the DENR is the demgnated head
| of the task force.

—— —

_Mining problem |
' LOPEZ hasorderedthe suspension

of atleast seven mining companies

aspart of anongoing mining audit

tostop enwmnmental destruction

and people’s Suff%rmg in mining-
affected areas. So far, the DENR,

through the Minesand Geosciences
Bureau (MGB), has issued preven-

" tive suspension orders agamst

two nickel-mining companies in

7 ambales, two in Palawan; one 0%

ManicaniIslandin Eastern Samns
and one in’ Surigao del Norte.

- e p s —y g
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the country’s onlyiron-producing

~ mine @eratmg in Bulacan.

Larée—-scale mining, however,

- is not the only problem. A bigger
problem confronting the minerals-

UNICATION AND lNlTlATlVE;t S[‘RVICF

Just last week, DENR chlef-
 also ordered the suspension of

development sector involves the

‘environmental destruction and

pollution caused by small-scale

- mining operations.

Small-scale miners use toxic-

~ heavy metals, lik‘e_mercury, to
separate and purify the gold and
indiscriminately dump wastewater

that end up in water bodies.
Thereare around 300,000 small-

scale mining companies and op-
erators in the Philippines. Most of

these companies operate outside

the declared Minahang Bayan,
which is in violation of existing

environmental laws and policies.
There are only five Minahang
Bayan all over the country. The

“fixing” the problemby 1dent1fy1ng
more Minahang Bayan.

MGRB is currently in the process of

DENR Senior Undersecretary-

Leo L. Jasareno said the task force
would deal with the problem of
illegal—-mining ope'rations,- as well.

fishing,
ing

litegal loggin
W|IdI|fe t?gfflgc'f(

- BESIDES illegal mining, the task

force now targets illegal-logging,
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wildlife-trafficking and illegal-
fishing activities, which Lopez
consider as he1nous environmen-
tal crimes. |

“Whenyoudo ille gal log gmg and "

1llegal fishing, the people suffer,”
Lopez said.

Lopezadded that environmental -

protectionand conservationisakey
strategyin thefightagainstpoverty
in the rural areas.

" The DENR, she said, is fighting

these environmental crimes by ad-
dressing poverty in rural areas.
Illegal activities common in
many areas include cutting and
harvesting of trees banned by Ex-
~ ecutive Order [EO] 23; commercial

fishing in municipal waters that

result in overfishing; and use of

1llega1 and destructive-fishing

methods that destroy coastal and
marine environment prohibited
under the RepublicAct 8550, or the
Philippine Fisheries Code 0of 1998

P2
No'ﬁ‘“’ﬁ A Green wWexr

Alternatwe Iwehhood

IN response to growing concerns
of local mine workers affected by.

. the ongoing audit, Lopez said the:

DENR would pr0v1de alternatwe
livelihood.

The DENR chref said theagency

could tap: the aced workers
for the Natlo ceening Pro-

gra@dNGP) as part of*the agency s

A X
regulatory arm t6 a more de e!-.

‘opment-driven agency that will *
~utidize its resources to. pave the

move to shift focus from bein

.sustai able development.

waﬁf

cludmg 1nd1genous ‘people, such'’

1s the lumad of Mindanao, would

benefit more from protectmg the
forest and coastal aréas against

destructive activities, promising

them government support.

“The bottom line is they need
money. We will teach them how-to

#hland dwellers, E G

The DND has mandate and
jurisdiction over the AFP; the
DILG over the local govefnment*
units and PNP; the DOTr over the
PCG; and the DOJ taking charge
of prosecution. |

Duringthe signing of the. tgﬂ!e-
ment, the signatories affirmed
their support behind the DENR's
leadership of the task force. |

Lopezis confident that the gov—
ernment would be able to carry out
effectivelymeasures topreventand
investigate environmental crimes,
and arrest and prosecute offenders
more effectively.

Under the agreement eachofthe
agencies would designate at least
tworepresentativesto formthe core '
group of the task force. BT

Members of the task force are
mandated to conduct an immedi-
ate assessment of law-enforcement

needs and operations, form mul-

‘tisectoral law-enforcement teams
‘based on the assessment of the re-
qulrernents of each 0perat10n con-
duct' mbrthly’ dctmri planning and
ensure quick response to urgent -

The campaign against illegal
logging under the six-year Aquino
administration achieved relative
success. Fromthe 197illegallogging

make money without cutting the

trees because that is for the:lr c:wn |

good. It is for their own prot thon.”
The DENR is eyeing otherrev-

hot spotsidentified by the DENRin
2010, only 23 remains.

These remaining illegal-logging
hot spots are high-risk areas, as’

~those engaged in illegal logging are
heavily armed.

~ Illegal fishing continues to
be a major problem in many ar-
eas. Besides foreign fishing ves-
sels encroaching in the country’s
territory to raid fishing grounds,
the use of illegal and destructive
fishing methodsbylocal commer-
cialand smallfishersaggravatethe
alreadysorry-state of the country’s
marine environment.

'Lopez lamented the dwin-
dling fish catch, making life
harder for small fishers who
represent the poorest of the poor

sector in the Phlllppm?
~ Illegal wildlife trade’ and the
destruction of ecosystéms, 1n-
cluding protected areas, contfﬁhe

to threaten the country’s gich

biodiversity, as well.

enue streams as an alternatwe to

mining, such as ecotourism, to
boost income in rural areas to'ease

" human pressure on their local en-

vironment and natural resources.

“We will work with the tour-

ism and agriculture departments,
as well as with the trade industry
[department], to help jump-start

the economy using the country’s
resources in an approach thatis

inclusive,” Lopez said.

Stronger law enforcement

THE poor enforcement of environ-
mental laws remains a major chal-
lenge in the Philippines. While the
country has an extensive line up
of environmental laws, it has no
specific unit dedicated to enforce
the laws. |
According to Lopez, the task
force would ensure cooperation

among concerned government
agencies and their respective

law-enforcement units to fight
environmental crimes..

calls from the DENR chief.

As part of the agreement, check-
points and camps or stations
manned by multisectoral teams in
flashpoints and transit points of il-

legally harvested or hunted natural
resources would be set up.

Intensified campaign

'LOPEZ is expecting a positive
outcome from an intensified
campaign againstenvironmental
crimes within two weeks. DENR
Undersecretary Arturo T. Val-
dez, Lopez’s designated head of
the task force, said the campaign
will be anchored on community
support and cooperation.
“Wewilldependonthehelpof the

communities. Before we strike, we

willmake sure that theinformation

is verified. ‘There will be complete
.staff work,” Valdez said.



Operations of the task force,
he said, will be conducted in iden-

tified illegal-logging hot spots,

as well as in areas where illegal
fllhlng and use of destructive
methods, such as dynamite and
c'yamde are rampant.

Tawi-Tawi, he said, will be vis-
ited with the help of the AFP and
the PCG. Palawan and the Sierra

Madre Mountain Range, he said,

-will, likewise, be monitored forille-
'gallogging and wildlife trafficking.
- With the PNP, the AFP and the

PCGbacking thecampaign, Lopez
assured that the task force will |

work and strike hard. .

~ “Now we have [PNP Director]
General Bato the AFP and the PCG.
I really feel thisis gomg to [be] good

[work] Lopez said. |

 Environmental justice .

ENVIRONMENTALgroupsunder
the Kalikasan-People’s Network
for the Environment (Kalikasan-

PNE) welcomee the creation of

the task force. Clemente Bau-
tista, the group’s national .co-
ordinator, expressed hope that
the task force would lead to the

protection of theenvironmernt,as
well as the communities affected
_ -by destructive human acth&s |

However, more than envi P
mental protection and shille
ing communities against harm,
however, the group is batting

ND 1
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for environmental justice. “We

ackfiowledge the effort of Envi-

ronﬁnent Secretary Lopez, We

| hope thiswill genu*melyprotect our

commumtles and e'cbsystems from
environmentalcriminals,” he said.
~ Seeking environmental jus-
tice should start first inside the
DENR, particularly on its head
office, Bautista said.
~ “Previous corrupt officials
should be investigated and, if
found liable, should be prosecut-
ed, particularly those involved
in the NGP reforestation fiasco,”
Bausta said.

He 'said mvestlgatlon should
start with the involvement of
former Environement Secretary

Ramon Paje. -
Kalikasan-PNE beheves that

administrative and executive or-

ders, which allow and give con-

sent to corporations to plunder
the country’s resources, should
be revoked, citing EO 79, and
the Investment Defense Force,
which allows regular military

+ and paramilitary forces to be
hired by private corporations,
particularly mining and agri-

cultural corporations.

mm‘

“Thetaskforcewillbeanexercise
in fﬂ:lllty ifthese guldelmes andlaws

~ rerfrain the same,” he pointed ous.

The creation of the Task Force
ng Kalikasan offers renewed hope
for stronger'environmental protec-
tion. The DENR chief herself has
expressed excitement and hopes
of better days ahead.

" Not the first time

THIS is not the first time that
government agencies have come
together to fight environmental
crimes. Under the previous ad-
ministration, the enforcement
of EO 23 resulted in the filing of
1,370 cases in court and the con-
viction of close to 200 individuals

“involved injllegal-logging, -fish-

ing and wildlife trade, a record
the task force, hopefully, would
surpass in the next six years.
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AHINA SIYETE _ Ayon pa kay DENK Secretary Lof
] P S| - kailangamg magkaroon ang lok[ja‘l)l:nz’a
_ : 1 Ng sewage treatment t.
| PAGGIBASAMGAFISHPEN (E;‘;" mg'_ﬂ'mmﬁkmgmga o Pant
SA LAGUNA DE BAY industriya ng pangingisda upang makinabang
- L "8 _mamamyanlalonaang_n?ahjhlrap
N at ang mga mayayaman. Sisiguruhin
Clemen Bautista _ r - . dinang pagpapatupad ng mga bataslalo na

ang mga batas ng Laguna Lake Development
Authority (LLDA) na ang mga ﬁsm
operator ay kailangang kumuha ng valid
pgrmit. Pag-uukulan din ng pansin anE lahat

ISAsamganabanggitniPanglﬂong odrigy
Duterte sa kanyang unang State of the-
Nation Address (SONA) noong Halyo 2>

vironment and Naturdl Resources

Laguna de Bay. Inatasan niya
of%r?a en -Resous m;onmnﬁgyaﬂmnagmgba
(DENR SecrelaKGinaLopezna ibain ang pagbabaw ng lawa. Kung maibabalik
mga ﬁsllpm sa Laguna de Bay nélangm@ ang dating kalagayan ng Laguna de Bay,
may-ariay mga retiradong opisyal ng pulisya magiging mabuti ang kapakanan ng lahat ng
at militar, malafluwensiyang mga negosvank munisipalidad na nasa paligid ng lawa.
at mga opi ngpamaha]aan. R ~ Ang paggiba sa mga fishpen sa Laguna
Ayon kay Pangulong Duterte, kapag« de Bay noon pa man ay isang tuluy-tuloy na
siya’y nasa eroplano at pauwi sa DavacCity, - gwamngL DA, sa pangungunani LLDA
at nadaraan sa tapat ng lawa, tanawniyana ' ManaﬁghNeric Acosta. Pinagigiba
halos nabakuranna mgaﬁshpﬁaﬁ% , ang mga illegal fishpen at mga walang permit
Ang mga mangingisda na wala RegRigarsa-- ha ang mga may-ari ay balasubas. Bukod sa
Laguna de Bay namapangisdaan. -~ ™" walang permitay nagdudulot pa ng pollution
Sinabi pani Pangulong Dutere Tam s lawa sapagkat ang ipinakakain sa mg
ing ina diplomatic way guna Lake bangus sa loob ng fishpen ay dumi ng mga

5d - ~...
shiould transtormed intoa vibrant economic:

zone showrcasing ecotoyrismy by addres

urism by addressing Atnoong Hulyo 15, 2016, may 23 ektarya
the negative impact of the-*watefshed

ng fishpen ang giniba r_llg LLDA. Ang fishpen

destruction,andiaollutimlho__ ey z;l?saBamn y Boor, Talim Island, Cardona,
ko: “This is what | am telling yots The poor zal. Ang kawalan ng permit ay isang
 fishermen will priority to its entitiesents.” . malinaw na paglabag sa rules and regulations
- Agad naman kumilos st DENR Secretary Gina Halpah.la;ujaa ng Revised La de Bay
sinabi niya na ang mga unang planonlyasa _-_BﬁangpagsunodsaatasngP ona
Laguna de Bay upang sundinang utos g g;bammgm%aﬁshpmsahium eélﬁ)l(i
nglﬂmEDumr&aymgMbat\g‘m@' nitong Agosto, ginibang LLDA atng D

fishpen sa lawa, ayusing muli ang mga sewage mga fishpen sa Laguna de Bay nanasa
system sa mga pamayanan na nasa tabing ahagi ng Pritil, Binan Rizal. Bukod
lawa at anf malaw reforestation sa- dlmpi};g‘ﬂba rin wang illegal fishpen
mga bundok na nakapalibot sa Laguna de Bay. na ong may X ektarya ang lawak ng

Dahil sa panotn bundok, kapag fishpen na pag-aari ng Seven Eleven Fishin
bumabam,gl;:g mga gﬁﬁ ay na E:Enaf‘g* Co nawgng mga Eaukulang dokumehtg
:]allawa atnagiging dahilan ng pagbabaw o muld sa LLDA.

iltation nito. - T
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HE Lopez-owned Energy De-

I velopment Corp. (EDC) orga-

nized a recent site visit for
various stakeholders to its South-
ern Negros Geothermal Power Plant
(SNGP) in Valencia, Negros Oriental,
to dispel environmental allegations
aboutits 60-megawatt (MW) expan-
sion plan.

EDC, the country's b1ggest geo-
‘thermal-energy producer, is expand-
ing SNGP’s capacity from 222.5 MW
to 282.5 MW to meet the region’s
growing e_lectricity needs.

Earlier, some quarters claimed
that EDC expansion required an ad-
ditional 5,163 hectares that would
encroach into Mount Talinis, con-
sidered a key biodiversity area in
Negros Oriental. |

During thesite visiton August 10,
however, the stakeholders learned
EDC expansion calls for an increase
in capacity, not in area.

“We will confine our expansion
within SNGP’s existing geothermal |
production block in Valencia,” Jay
Joel Soriano, head of EDC’s Negros
Integrated Geothermal Business
Unit (Nigbu), told the visitors, most
of them from local and interna-
" tional non-governmental organi-
zations (NGOs).

SNGP’s existing geothermal
production or development block
spans 5,163 hectares in the Palin-
pinon-Okoywatershed in Valencia, '
which is physically separate from
Mount Talinis. o

Within the geothermal produc-
tion field, SNGP’s steam field and
power plant occupy less than 200
hectares, and the expansion will
be confined within the existing de-
velopment block of 5,163 hectares.
~ “Ibelieve the issue about SNGP’s
plantoexpandbyanother 5,163 hect-
ares is a result of a mlsunderstand-
ing, because the supposed additional
expansion area corresponds to our
existing development block,” Soriano
noted. “But as we have been saying,
we are not on Mount Talinis, and
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GUESTS and hosts pose for a group photo durrng their recent \rrsrt to the Southem Negros Geothermal Power Plant in Valencia, Negros 0riental |
~ Energy Development Corp. organized the site visit to dispel erroneous environmentat allegations about its 60-megawatt expansion plan.

we are not going to Mount Talinis.”

Duringthe visit, Vicente Oman-
dam, Nigbu senior manager, point-
ed to a direction southeast-of
SNGP’s power plant.

“Mount Talinis is two mountains
away from our location,” he told the
visitors. “From here, it will take you
almost a whole day of walking to
reach it,” he added. | |

EDC is awaiting the release of
the environmental compliance
certificate (ECC) from the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) for its 60-MW
geothermal expansion.

Contrary to criticism from some
quarters about EDC’slack of trans-
parency and stakeholder support,

“the company has gone through

public consultations and hearings
for its ECC application and has re-
ceived the strong endorsement for

an ECC from the host communities -

and local government of Valencia.
“But pending the release of the

ECC,EDChasnotstartedanyactivity

for its proposed geothermal expan-
sion project,” Soriano said.

NGOs that sent officials or repre-
sentatives to the site visit included
Green Convergence, The Climate Re-
ality Project-Philippines, Haribon

Foundation, Archdiocesan Ministry

on Environment, SEED4COM, Let's
Do It Philippines, EcoAgri, Climate
Change Congress of the Philippines,
and Development Options and So-

cial Entrepreneurship Inc. |
After the visit, Angelina Ga.lang,
president of Green Convergence,
threw her organization's support
behind EDC. Green Convergence is a
coalition of networks andindividuals
working forsustainable development.
- “We, in Green Convergence, com-

mend EDC for its environmental

practices and processes. These prac-
tices and processes in protecting
the environment and in developing
clean and renewable energy should

- beemulated, not criticized,” Galang

said during the site visit.

Rodne Galicha, Philippine
country manager of CRP, under
former US Vice President Al Gore,
also expressed satisfaction over
EDC’s openness and appealed that
any issue raised on their project
should be addressed in a manner,
which conforms to international
standards and targets of relevant
sustainable-development goals
supported by empirical evidence.

“Wearehappythat EDChasclari-

fied theissuesraised against it, how-

ever, we call on both parties, includ-
ing the DENR, to sit down together
for a genuine dialogue in good faith,
with fulltransparency and participa-
tion of communities. Negros Island
has won the battle against dirty old
coal and is blessed with renewable-
energy sources, such as geothermal,
to utilize without compromising the
capacity of the next generations to
survivewhile addressing the present
needs of its people,” Galicha said.
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EDC *_bundlng

b I o A 3 thripipieen i

transm|SS|on

By DANESSA RIVERA

| Lopez—led Energy Development Co
| (EDC).js construchng a P;130-m1]]10 c'ledr-
cated transmission fadlity for its P7. 6—b1]110n :
| -Bl-me awaﬁ (MW) ﬁad-Man 3 eothermal
plant to ensure that the project wi]l deliver
1ts capacrty to the Luzon grid on time.
- The project, located in Sorsogon prov-
/ince, has already been approved by the
Energy Regulatory Commission.
EDC sought clearance from the power -
- regulator to build a connection asset witha
total project cost of P130 million “to cater the
- direct delivery of the full 31 MW capacity
of the Bac-Man 3 geoﬂ1erma] project to the -
Luzon grid.”
“The interconnection of this plant to the
- Palayang Bayan Switchyard owned by Bac-
Man Geothermal Inc. (BGI) is essential for
‘the plant’s testing and commissioning tar-
geted to start by the fourth quarter of 2017,
and dispatch by December 2017,” EDC said.
. In approving the compalt?lr’ s request, -
- ERC ordered EDC to transfer the operation
- control of the Palayang Bayan Switchyard
. fram BGI to the Natlonal Gr1d Corp qf the _.
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~ Thecompany has tapped Hyundai Engj-
neering Co. Ltd. for the design and equip-: -
ment supply contract, and Galing Power & .
Energy Construction Co. Inc construction *
services contract.

3 ‘Bac-Man 3 will add to EDC’S geother—

a ' mal portfolio, solidifying its leadership in
the Philippine geothermal industry, which
currently owns and operates 1,169 MW of
integrated geothermal projects in Leyte,
Negros Islands, Bicol and North Cotabato.

. - Itisalsointo wind technology through its

« - | - 150-MW Burgos wind project, the largest in

| Southeast Asia. It also operates hydrepower

 and solar’ energy plants




