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wgmase, epartment of Environment
s %4 and Natural Resources
2 (DENR) Secretary Gina
des® Lopez has called for the im-
medlate demilitarization of lands owned
by lumads, or indigenous peoples (IP)
in Mindanao, to ensure the safe return
of those who left their communities
because of heavy militarization and
encroachment of mining activities on
their ancestral lands.
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Lopez v151ted last Frlday the Ha—
ran compound of the United Church
of Christ of the Philippines (UCCP),
which has been serving as refuge for
around 300 lumad evacuees who fled
their homes and farmlands last year
following the alleged harassment by
paramilitary groups and md}scnmmate
killings of their leaders.

“Why do you have to bring these
people out of the forests and brlng
them to the city? This is senseless,”

Lopez said.
She noted that the commander of
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the Phlhppme Army’s 10th Infantry Di-
vision, Major-General Rafael Valencia,
already assured her about the with-
drawal of military troops from lumad
areas next week.

Lumad leaders claimed military
personnel and some of their fellow 1Ps
belonging to paramilitary groups have
struck fear among IP members and
forced them to evacuate their lands to
allow large-scale mining and logging corn-
panies to proceed with their operations.

Meanwhile, President Duterte said

‘top executives of mining firms face .r-

. ——rarm - —

bk ——

rest if they defy the closure orderissued
by the DENR. |

The President advised mining
firms to follow the closure order by
Secretary Lopez to avoid such adverse
consequence,

“If she orders the closure, vou close
or else I'll have you arrested,” the Presi-
dent said in a televised public address in
Davao City early Sunday morning.

“I will not hesitate to arrest you,’
added Duterte, who has criticized the_
mining industry for the critical damage
caused on the environment. :
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B Lo z seeks demilitarization
of Lumad communities
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ENVIRONMENT Secretary Regma Paz
Lopez has called for the immediate

demilitarization of lands owned by

the Lumads or indigenous peoples

- (IP) in Mindanao to ensure the safe

return of those who left their commu-

nities because of heavy militarization

and encroachment of mining activi-
ties on their ancestral lands.

Lopez made the call after she vis-
ited on Friday the Haran compound
of the United Church of Christ of
the Philippines (UCCP), which has
been serving as refuge for around
300 Lumad evacuees who fled their
homes and farmlands last year fol-
lowing alleged harassment by para-
military groups and indiscriminate
killings of their leaders.

"Why do you have to bring these
people out of the forests and bring

_them to the city? This is senseless, "

Lopez said.

The chief of the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) said the commander of the
Philippine Army's 10th Infantry Divi-
sion, Major General Rafael Valendia,
already assured her about the with-
drawal of military troops from Lumad
areas next week.

Lumad leaders claimed military
personnel and some of their fel-
low IPs belonging to paramilitary
groups have struck fearamong them
and forced them to evacuate their
lands to allow large-scale mining
and logging companies to proceed
with their operations.

- They further alleged that some
mining firms had turned IP members
against each other by armingand forc-
ibly offering them money in exchange
for their lands.
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Lopez vowed to immediately look
into the permits of the mining compa-
nies mentioned by Lumad leaders and
prioritize them in the ongoing mining
audit being conducted by the DENR.

DENR Undersecretary Leo Jasare-
no, head of the agency's mining
audit team, assured Lumads their
ancestral lands encroached by mining
operations would be returned to them
within the month. -

“The DENR will return their lands
to the Lumad within August, as long

asitis proven that the areas were occu-

pied without the consent of the entire
tribal community since it is illegal
for mining companies to operate in
ancestral lands," Jasareno said.

During her visit to the UCCP
compound, Lopez could not hide her
dismay when she found out that the
tents occupied by the Lumads were set
on fire by still unidentified men last
February, hurting at least five evacuees.

Touched by the plight of the Lu-
mad evacuees, Lopez promised she
would do everything in her power to
make sure their ancestral lands are
returned to them.

The DENR secxetary also invited
members of civil society, including the
youth and mountaineering groups,
to help and join the Lumads in their
journey back to their ancestral lands.

At the same time, Lopez promised
to help provide the needs of the
Lumads for them to start new lives.

She said she would coordinate
with the Department of Agriculture
in assisting the Lumads, who rely
heavily on agriculture, to support
their livelihoods.

JAMES KONSTANTIN
' GALVEZ
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Lopez echoes call for military to pull

out from lumad communities

BY JONATHAN L. MAYUGA ¥ @jonlmayuga

Lopez on Sunday called for the immediate
pullout of state forces from lumad territo-
ries in Mindanao.

E NVIRONMENT Secretary Regina Paz L.

Lopez believes the military pyllout would en- -
sure the safe return of evacuees to their mining--

affected lumad communities.
Lopez made the call after she visited on Friday

the Haran compound of the United Church of Christ
in the Philippines (UCCP), which has been serving
~ asahaven for around 300 lumad evacuees who fled
their homes and farmlands last year, allegedly be-
cause of the harassment by state forces character-
ized by killings of their lumad leaders.

“Why do you have to bring these people out of
the forests and bring them to the city? This is sense-
less,” Lopez said in a statement.
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The environment chief said the commander
of the Philippine Army’s 10th Infantry Division,
Major General Rafael Valencia, already assured
her about the withdrawal of military troops from
lumad areas next week.

Lumad leaders claimed military personnel and

ssomeof theirfellowindegenouspeoples (IPs) belong-
- ing to paramilitary groups have struck fear among

IP members and forced them to evacuate theirlands
to allow large-scale mining and logging companies
to proceed with their operations. They further al-
leged some mining firms had turned IP members
against each other by arming and forcibly offering

- them money in exchange for their lands.

Lopez vowed to immediately look into the per-
mits of the mining companies mentioned by the
Lumad leaders and prioritize them in the ongoing
mining audit being conducted by the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources.
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Gina: Why bring the Lumads out of the forests?

DEPARTMENT of Environmentand
Natural Resources Secretary Regina
Paz “Gina” L. Lopez decried the
senselessness of forcing out the Lu-
mads from their communities, as
she obtained the assurance of Major
General Rafael Valencia, Philip-
pine Army 10th Infantry Division
commanding general that the mili-
tary troops will withdraw from the
Lumad ancestrallands by next week.

Inher visit to the Haran compound
of the United Church of Christ of the
Philippines (UCCP), according to a
statement from the DENR'S Strategic
Communication and Initiatives Ser-
vice, Sec. Ginasaid, "Why doyouhave
to bring these people out of the forests
and bring them to the city? This is
senseless:”

One imagines how Sec.Gina must
have uttered those words with such
passion but managing tosmileas well,
just as she talked before the DENR
employeesin Mindanao, urging them
to do their best to serve the people in
their field.

Indeed, this is a most welcome
posture from a government official
underscoring, yes, the senselessness of
it all; of how, as the statements says,
“Lumad leaders claimed military per-
sonnel and some of their ftellow IPs
belonging to paramilitary groupshave
struck fear among IP members and
forced them to evacuate théir lands to
allow large-scale mining and logging
companies to proceed with their oper-
ations.” -

Sec.Gina put it simply, that peo-
ple must not suffer. This we will take
note of, how her department will be
able to ease that suffering: “Lopez

vowed to immediately look into the

permits of the mining comparnies men-

tioned by the Lumad leaders and
prioritize them in the ongoing mining
auditbeing conducted by the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR).”

At the same time, “DENR Under-
secretary Leo Jasareno, head of the
agency's mining audit team, assured
the LLumad that their ancestral lands
encroached (upon) by mining opera-
tions will be returned to them within
the month. “The DENR would return
their lands to the Lumad within Au-
gust, as long as it is proven that the
areas were occupied without the con-
sent of the entire tribal community
sinceitisillegal for mining companies
tooperateinancestrallands,” Jasareno
said.”

The Lumads are holding on to Sec.
Gina’s promise that “she would do
everything in her power to make sure

their ancestral lands are returned to -

them,” and must be looking forward
also to the response to herinvitation to
civil society, the youth, and mountain-
eering groups “to help and join the

Lumad in their journey back to their
ancestral lands.”

Sec. Gina’s visit reminds me of an
earlier visit by Department of Social
Welfare and Development Secretary
Judy Taguiwalo the day after the first
meeting of the newly appointed cabi-

‘net officials in Davao, and no DENR

secretary had yet been appointed.
But why are the Lumads still in
Haran several weeks after that visit?
Reports stated that even as they were
encouraged to goback to their homes,
they feared they would still be ha-
rassed, harmed allegedly by paramil-
itary groups who killed their twolead-
ers. _
More than the visits of Sec.Judy
and Sec.Gina should be President Ro-
drigo Duterte’simmediate and strong-
ly issued order, the way he orders
“kill” on the drug lords, pushers, and
users, for the military to once and for
all retreat from the community of the
Lumads, the police to make safe their
return, and the local government to
fully commit to protecting them.
Sec. Gina’s intent to “coordinate
with the Departmentof Agriculturein
assisting the Lumads, whorely heavi-
ly on agriculture to support their live-
lihoods” brings up the next very im-
portantmove to help achieve and sus-
tain a “comfortable life” tor the Lu-
mads, as the president said he seeks to
give to the people. Not only the DA
should beinvolved here, or DENR, but
also other government agencies such

as the DSWD, and the Departments of

Interior and Local Government, Edu-

cation, Health, National Anti-Poverty

Commission.
(bangonkalikasan@yahoo.com)
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PRESIDENT Rodrigo R. Duterte pronounced that the coun-
try would survive without mining companies and that min-

1ng as an mdustry is now at the sunset of its life in the Phll—
ippines.

- To appreciate the President’ s words every Flllplno who
loves his country must take a look at the following figures.
The Philippines has a land mass of only 30 million hectares |
and a population of now more than 100 million people. Aus--

~ tralia has a land area of 76.8 million hectares—more than
double ours —yet its population is only 24.3 million as of
early 2016. Canada, on the other hand, has a land mass more
than triple that of the Philippines, with 99.8 million hectares,

and a population of only 35.8 million in 2015. With the size of

these countries’ land areas and small populations in contrast -

to our much smaller land mass and much bigger populatlon 1S

it logical to allow destructwe mining to prosper in the Phlllp-

pines?
~ Open-pit mining, whlch has been the trend in mining opera-

tions for lower costs, has caused the lopping off of mountains,

the killing of flora and fauna, the cutting of trees, the poi-

- soning of the soil and |

water and the creatton -

in its wake. Consider-
ing the Philippines’
small land mass and -
huge population, min-
ing will displace .in-
“habitants of land areas
and impoverish them.
It will also cause soil
erosion that can cause
untold disasters. So,
why should mining
be allowed to thrive
in the Philippines? On
the other hand, even 1f
open-pit mining opera-
tions were done many

bk president
Duterte, ever
‘the man witha
vision for what
~is best for the
Filipino people, is
right. " '

times over .in either Canada or Australia, there w1ll be lit-

tle, if any at all, impact on their resPectwe environments and

- people. Yet, why are forelgn mining firms, most of which are
Canadian and Australian, in the Phlllppmes mmmg our min-
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pany whlch' caused 2 an env1ronmental disaster in Marinduque,

is a Canadian mining company. MRL Gold Inc., that com-
pany which violated environmental laws in Agusan del Sur,
causing suffering to indigenous peoples, for which the com-
pany was sanctioned by the Ombudsman of the Internatlonal
Finance Corporation, is an Australian company. |

Canada and Australia, as President Duterte said, have the

best practices and laws on mining. This means, as column-

ist Jartus Bondoc once commented these Canadian and Aus-
tralian companies come to the Philippines to mine beeause
their own countries have strict laws that regulate mining and
guarantee jailing for violators. In the Philippines, on the other
hand, most politicians are easy to manipulate and there are
oligarchs who allow themselves to be used by foreign compa-

- nies—going around Constitutional restrictions on full foreign
- ownership—in the name of money, at the expense of the envi-

ronment and the people.
As often stressed by Environment Secretary Gina Lopez,

the poorest areas in the country are mining sites. When an
- area is mined, especially the open-pit type of extracting min-
- erals, the soil, the water and the air get poisoned. Mining sites

become barren wastelands that cannot sustain agriculture or
fisheries. The water sources such as rivers and lakes become

unfit for human consumption. Yet, Secretary Lopez added,
1’ the mining industry contributes less than one percent to the:

Philippine economy. Explaining further, she said that out of
P35 billion net in mining proceeds, P29 billion goes to the

mining company, and only P6 billion go to the coffers of the

government. A meager amount—hardly anything—she said,
trickles down to the community that is left with contaminated

- soil, air, and water.

‘The Environment secretary’s strict stance on mining
explains why, when her appointment as DENR secretary was
announced, the religious and hordes of lay people in Batangas
exclaimed, “May Diyos talaga!” (Theré truly is God!) At the
time the appointment of Gina Lopez was announced, the
citizens of Lobo, Batangas and the clergy were in the thick of
a struggle against mining in the municipality. You see, Lobo,
which lies along the coast of the Verde Island Passage, has been
the site-of gold mmmg exploration by an Australian company
which sought to be given a permit to do open-plt mining in
several mountainous barangays of L.obo, most of which, were
watersheds. Before Secretary Lopez’s appointment, and right

- after the May elections, the mining company was on a roll

as it seemed to have mysteriously gained the backing of the
local government of Lobo despite widespread opposition by
the community.

Just when the people of Lobo felt lost and defeated, the
President—who has warned mining companies to shape up

 and follow strict environmental regulations—appointed Gina
Lopez to head the environment department. And, indeed,
barely a month since her appointment, Secretary Lopez has

already closed down or suspended seven mining companies
found violating environmental laws. As communities suffer-
ing from the impact of mining become more emboldened to

sanctioned, even closed. _
President Duterte, ever the man with a vision for what is

best for the Filipino people, is right. We do not need mining

for the little income it contributes to the Phlllpplne economy
and the size of destructlon it causes.

Email: 'r-italindaj@gmail.com '

Visit: www.jimenolaw.com.ph

o ——

- complain, and as the Environment Department does its audit
of mining operations in the country, the nation can look for- -
ward to more mining operations that cause destruction, to be
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Mining
officials
face
‘arrest

Top executives of
mining firms face
arrest if they defy the
closure order issued
by the Department

of Environment and

Natural Resources,
~ President Duterte said
yesterday.

The President advised
mining firms to follow
the closure order by
DENR Secretary Gina
Lopez to avoid such
adverse consequence.

- “If she orders the
closure, you close
~or else I'll have you
arrested,” the President
said in a televised public
address in Davao City.

*I will not hesitate
to arrest you,” added
Duterte, who has
criticized the mining
industry for the critical
damage caused on the
environment.
~ Upon the orders of
- the President, Lopez has
launched a crackdown
on irresponsible
mining companies in
the country, ordering
an audit of their
operations. At least
SiX mining companies
have been suspended
since the audit began
last month.

OWING NEWSPAPER

The President earlier

said the country could
survive without the

mining sector which

he claimed is already
a ‘sunset industry.”
Duterte said he was
ready to forgo P40
billion in annual
revenues from mining
industry for the sake
of the protection of the
environr <.” |

As M. - cks
down .. Jlating
environmentai ;= ws, the
government intends to
limit the issuance of
new mining permits
to save the country’s
lands from further
destruction, Duterte

sald. (Genalyn D.
Kabiling)
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Closure
of Irisan
dumpsite
cited

By Dexter A. See

BAGUIO CITY—The former
Special 6th Division of the
Court of Appeals commended
‘the Baguio City government
for the continuous rehabilita-
tion of the closed 5.2-hectare
Irisan open dumpsite which
was the subject of a consent
decree after being subjected
to a writ of kalikasan by con-
cerned environmentalists 1n
Baguio and Benguet.

In a two-page resolution dat-
ed June 27, signed by Associate
Justices Ricardo Rosario, Rose-
marie Carandang and Japar Di-
" maampao, the CA cited the local
government for the sustained
activities leading to the perma-

nent closure of the dumpsite and

the adoption of appropriate so-
lutions to address the city’s gar-
bage disposal problems.

On March 21, the CA directed
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources through
the Office of the Solicitor-
General and the Baguio City
government and its officials to
submit their respective periodic
reports on the implementation
- of the covenant’s content in the
consent decree issued in the en-
vironmental case.
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In its monitoring report on

.the closed Irisan dumpsite, the
DENR informed the CA the
facility remained closed for
dumping and was secured with
‘a perimeter fence; upon entering

the facility, mounds of compost
were noted inside the facility; as
previously observed, the dump-
site has not been used for dump-
ing and the area has slowly been
covered with natural vegetation;
the two environment recycling
(ER) machines continue to pro-
cess the city’s biodegradable
waste with each machines capa-
ble of processing 24 tons of bio-
degradable waste 1nto compost
fertilizer and that the retaining
walls, its buttresses, perimeter
canals, storm or surface run-off
canals, fence and other engi-
neering structures are still intact
and functioning.

Under its semestral updates
on the closure and rehabilitation
plan of the dump facility, the city

yrd s S il gy e e Sl P Akt s Ay e el el vy - ek amtwek. e

sovernment informed the CA that -

the two ER machines continue to

accommodate and daily process
delivered biodegradable waste

collected from the city public
market as well as commercial and
residential barangays; a devel-
opmental plan is in place for the
conversion of the former dump-
site into an ecotourism center and

the 10-year ecological solid waste

management plan of the city has
already been approved by the Na-
tional Solid Waste Management
Commission.
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TOYOTA Motor Ph'ilippines Cr—- Th 1ti
ot Mo 1ppine: - HHeIecognitions were given dyirs
| gized g;l t(hTé\/l(l:’i)tyw;? ;ecenﬂy recog- the City’s Enw'rr:)nmentgﬁ;x«wurarxl'cfsull;l;l ;
peing 2 st antfa Rosa' f(‘fr In photo are (from left) Santa Ros§
environ'mentg p r er of the city’s  Cigy Mayor Danilo Fernandez, Tpmp
o ronme lcmp '61ams. Toyota first vice president for manufactur-
| _ g-lime supporter ing Alden Sapit i

brations, as well as the annual Earth  agy
_Hour activity scheduled by the city Arlene Arcillas

' Rafxlil Hernandez,
Rhllippines Found

, Laguna governer
Toyotal Motor |
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Shell to review all optlons on Greenpeace case

LIPINAS Shell Petroleum Corp. said its
other firm based in the Netherlands ad-
sed that it will review all possible options
ter receiving an order from the Commis-
on on Human Rights (CHR) to respond
» the complaint filed by Greenpeace
yutheast Asia against companies allegedly
roducing most of the carbon emisstons

| the world. _ |
“Shell has received an order from the

HR requesting a response to the peti-
on filed by Greenpeace Southeast Asia.
Ve are taking this matter seriously and
2viewing our options. Shell’s public posi-
on on climate change and the challenge
.02 (carbon dioxide) poses is well known
nd can be documented for over a decade
hrough publications,” the company said

n a statement.
“Recognizing the climate challenge and

he role energy has in enabling a decent
juality of life, we continue to pursue and

U —

advance constructive dialogue on this topic
as the challenge is one for ail of society,”

it added. |

Last July 27, CHR sent copies of the
complaint filed by the petitioners as well
as an official order to the headquarters of
47 fossil fuel and cement producers. The
order stated the companies have 45 daysto
submit their response to CHR.

Aside from Shell . other firms directed
by CHR to respond to allegations of hu-
man rights abuses resulting from climate
change include Chevron, ExxonMobil, BP,
Total, BHP Billiton, Glencore, Suncor and
ConocoPhillips. |

In 2015, CHR iaunched a probe to find
out if companies are violating or threaten-
ing to violate the human rights of Filipinos
by significantly contributing to global
climate change and failing to reduce emis-
S1I0NS. f

Alongside the probe, the petitioners

also asked CHR to require the companies
to submit plans on the steps they will take
to eliminate, remedy and prevent the dev-

“astating effects of climate change in the

Philippines.

“Ultimately, those who have profited
most from pumping carbon dioxide into
the atmosphere must bear the burden
of preventing the havoc already being
wreaked by climate change... The coura-
geous Filipino people are the first to put the
world’s largest carbon producers on notice
that they must account for their emissions,
said Jennifer Morgan, Greenpeace Iaterna-
tional executive director.

Greenpeace also noted it is the first time
a national human rights body has taken
steps to address the impacts of climate
change on human rights. The group ex-
pects hearings on its complaintto start this
October after the 47 companies submit

their response.
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is fishing gear ready as he prepares to head out further into Manila Bay where, despite big patches of water hyacinthand !

garbage, several species of fish manage to thrive. | L R : . MARIANNE BERMUDEZ T
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DENR, LGUs, CSO agree to manage _
protected areas in Negros Island ‘ -

ARIOUS stakeholders vowed

‘ /- to strengthen the protection

and promote the sustainable

management of six protected areas

withinthe NegrosIsland Region (NIR).

Todothis, officials of the Depart-

ment of Environment and Natural

Resources (DENR), local government

units (LGUs) and civil-society orga-

nizations, vowed towork together to

- come up with and implement man-

agement plans for each of the six
protected areas within the region.

Backed by legislative measure or
Presidential Proclamation, theprotect-
ed areas are the Apo Island Protected
Landscapeand Seascape; Balinsasayao
Twin Lakes Natural Park: Mount Kan-
laon Natural Park; Northern N egros
Natural Park; Sagay Marine Reserve:
and Tafion Strait Protected Seascape.

Last month the DENR organized
the First Negros Island Region Pro-
tected Area Management Summit
(NIRPAMS) in Bacolod City in part-
nership with the LGUs and CSOs
led by ocean conservation advocacy
group Oceana Philippines.

The summit, held from July 28
to 30, was attended by senior offi-
cials of the DENR, led by Undersec-
retary Demetrio Ignacio and newly
designated undersecretary for field
operations Arturo Valdez.

The three-day summit served as
venue to inform stakeholders of the

' present state of the six protected
areas, share management success
stories, identify key issues and con-
cerns, and highlight the various
contributions and interventions of
the DENR, Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (BFAR) local gov-
ernment units, civil-society organi-

. - zations and other partner-agencies
| in biodiversity conservation.
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“We are privileged to be part of the
summit, as we shared ourinitiatives
to end illegal and destructive fish-
ing in Tafion Strait, in partnership
with LGUs, other CSOs and fishers’
groups, said Gloria Estenzo Ramos,
vicepresident of Oceana Philippines.

During the event, Oceana Phil-
ippines highlighted the advocacy of
individuals who had shown courage
in protecting the Tafion Strait Pro-
tected Seascape to push foradoption
of vessel monitoring mechanism to
deterillegal fishing and otherillegal
and destructive human activities in
Protected Areas.

The group saw the event as an op-
portunity of strengthening partner-
ship with DENR, the Department of

Agriculture-BFAR and other stake-

holders to ensure the sustainable

management and effective conserva-
tion and protection of terrestnal and
marine protected areas. |

Daniel Ocampo, ce\mpalgns di-

rector of Oceana Philippines, landed
NIR’s environmental advocates un-
dertheleadership of DENR Regional
Director Al Orolfo for bringing to-
gether key stakeholders, including
park managers of the six protected
areas, to tackle the various issues
confronting protected area manage-
ment with the end goal of improv-
ing management of Negros Island
Region’s natural wealth.

Like other protected areas in the

country, NIR’s six protected areas
remain highly vulnerable to human
pressure. Illegal activities, such as

logging, wildlifetraffickinginforests

and use of dynamite and cyanide and
other destructive fishing methods,
are among the problems identified
dunng the summit.

“We are also pleased the partici-
pantsare supportive of efforts tocur-
tailillegal fishing in Tafion Straitand
othermarineprotected areasthrough
stricterenforcementand theadoption
of vessel monitoring mechanism to
track vessels transiting and docking
in these areas,” Ocampo said.

Ocampo said the effort to improve

the management of protected areasin
the region is one of the promising put-
comes of the meeting as participants

agreed to finalize and adopt manage-

ment plans for the sixkeybiodiversity
areas in Negros. Jonathan L. Mayuga

4
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{ing - rates a y¢ and Lagen island resorts, which occaslonally post
ates  BPeC al deals Iocql FHIpIno residents are In the best positionto enjoy =
" gettir g of the resorts mamly by makmg allits front-hners undergef}?
extenswe nature inte retation courses. = |
- “Most of our front-liners, who are native Palaw. os, are tramedr-* |
t@ make our guests fall in love with this piece of paradise,” he says.
- _They are mostly successful, indicate Fl Nldo Resorts TnpAdwsor;
- reviews, which even'mentionied the names of front-liners.
~ The Fajcebook posts of El Nido Resorts v131ters ar d other-?-=??-'-'
guests to'the area, which consists of a good mix of global and lo-
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.1’73-715 5’ E ‘3’ d a ‘many guests — even non-swimmers — are
 persuaded by reassuring guides to snorkel for the first time
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~degradation

- TACLOBAN CITY Leyte - The
~ introduction of income -
-generatmg livelihood activities In.
rural areas rural helped address:
“and curb forest degradation
in Leyte, a report from the
| Department of Enwronment and
- Natural Resources regional ofﬁce
- 8 (DENR-8), said bared.

DENR - 8 regional director
Leonardo Sibbaluca bared
that forest degradation slowed

~ down when alternative sources
- of income and livelihood were

introduced and made available

~ to people in the area. DENR 8

records showed that based on
the findings of the Deutsche
Gesellschaft fur Internationale
Zusammenarbeit (GlZ) satellite
Imagery survey, about 15
percent or 41,060 hectares

of forest coverin Leyte Island
has been damaged in recent

 years. Among areas mostly
affected are the forest covers

along the Mahagnao Voicano
and National Park in the towns -
of Burauen and La Paz within

Leyte’s geothermal reservation
area with the slash-and-burn

farming practices or “kaingin” as

‘the main culprit. Sibbaluca said
that the livelihood programs and
- projects provide the hinterlands

farmers and their families with
alternative income generating
activities and abandoning
activities and practices
detrimental to forestlands.
Leyte Governor Leopoido

'Dominico Petilla informed

local reporters that his office
Is also implementing livelihood
projects in the hinterland areas

1o provide alternative income

generating activities to help
curb forest degradation in the
province. Petilla said that his -
office is implementing training

programs on modern agriculture

and organic farming of high
value crops for the farmers to

have better | income. (Restituw A.

. - CaYUblt)
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Bureau tasked
toensure fish

supply ample

AGRICULTURE Sebretary Emmanuel
Pifiol on Sunday ordered the Burean of

Fisheries and Aquatic Resources to ensure
the steady supply of fish in Metro Manila.
He gave the order following President
Rodrigo Duterte’s order to dismantle the
fish pens on Laguna Lake that are inunda_t_-:
ing the river but are Metro Manila’s main
sources of fish. |
- “While the order to dismantle the fish
pens was directed at the DENR | Depart-

ment of Environment and Natural Resourc-

es] secretary, the DA [Department of Agri-

culture] and its line agency—the Bureauy of

Fisheries and Aquatic Resources—will be
actively involved in the effort because of the
order’s impact on the fish supply of Metro
Manila,” Pifiol said in a statement.

The 911-square-kilometer Laguna Lake
- Next page

M

 COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE _

‘Bureau..

From A1l

1s the largest in the Philippines and one
of the largest in Southeast Asia.

But the lake has suffered Increasing
levels of pollution as g result of high

- population growth and environmental

degradation.

Pifiol said the fish pens in Laguna
Lake or Laguna de Bay were the sourc-
€s of 36 percent of the fish requirements
of Metro Manila, so that their disman-
thing would have an adverse effect on
the supply and prices of fish in the area.

"I have never really liked the smell
and taste of fish from Laguna de Bay,”

- Pifiol said.

“Given the shortage of fish supply,
however, Metro Manilans have long
accepted the Laguna de Bay fish as part

- of their table fare ”

Duterte has said he wants the lake
to be “transformed into 2 vibrant eco-
nomic zone showcasing eco-tourism
by addressing the negative impact of
the watershed destruction, land conver-
ston and pollution,” |

He also wants huge portions of the lake
developed for small fishermen, PNA




- eel— -

INATASAN ni Agriculture
Secretary Manny Piiiol ang
Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (BFAR)
na tiyakin na may sapat na
supply ng isda sa mga pa-
milihan sakaling simulan
ng Department of Envi
ronment and Natural Re-

sources (DENR) ang pag-
buwag sa mga malalaking
palaisdaan na nasa Laguna
de Bay.

Sinabi ng kalthim na
dapat makagawa ng back-
up plan ang BFAR upang
masiguro na may sapat
na supply ng 1sda sa mga
palengke lalo na sa Mctro

1
. T -
:.H_ "
d'-“".' ™ = . ’ _-
- - _ . o e
'.,‘ - l'. - '_-_r" ! f_“
" —r - + . .,.'."-.. - 3
. . . [ PR LTI
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e e o |

Sa paghuwag sa mga fishpen sa Laguna de Bay

Manila.

Ang 36 porstyento ng
supply ng 1sda sa Metro Ma-
nila ay mula mga palaisdaan
sa Lawa ng Laguna at kara-
mihan sa mga 1to ay bangus
at tilapia.

May 9l11-square kilo-
meter ang lawak ng Laguna
de Bay at ito ang pinaka-
malaking lawa sa Pilipinas
at pinakamalaki sa rehiyon
ng Southeast Asia.

- Aminado ang pamaha-
laan na dahil sa maraming
gamit at benepisyo, nagi-
ging catch basin ng Metro
Manila ang lawa bukod pa
sa  paglaki ng populasyon
at industriyalisasyon na nag-

resulta ng polusyon.

Dahil sa polusyon sa
lawa ay naapektuhan ang
mga 1sda at ang 1ba ay nag-
aamoy gilik.

Nais nt  Presidente Du-
terte na maiballk at mapa-
ganda ang Laguna de Bay
para magmg economic Zone
at eco tounsm ang lugar ga-
noon din ay upang mabigyan
ng prayoridad ang mahhit na
mangingisda sa lawa.

Sa tala ng Laguna Lake
Development  Authonty
(LLDA), may 357 rehistra-
do at hindi rehistradong
palaisdaan ang may operas-
yon sa Laguna de Bay.

- - rgomeruly - g —r " Ly o
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v

woor dpn ol T AT B

PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE NEWS CLIPPINGS

SUPPLY NG ISDA TIYAKING ‘DI KUKULANGIN

Plano ng DENR na
ipatupad ang malawakang
reforestation program sa pa-
lgid ng lawa at tiyakin din
na hindi magiging tapunan
ng mga dumi mula sa mga
pabrika, at maging mula sa
komunidad.

Magdidisenyo ng prog-
rama ang DA-BFAR sa
mga may-an ng palaisdaan
para mabigyan sila ng ops-
yon upang hindi mapuno
ang lawa habang binigyan
ng prayornidad ang mga
maliint na mangingisda na
mapakinabangan ang reha-
bilitasyon na lawa.

MONCHET LARANO

iE AV 3

SWERTAIF



v "-“. “H‘I - :lh-.m 1 fy ' I
. - _ -
. - . . ek
. . L | y iy r} ,
' . ' -r| - . "' - 1 '
- L] "
., paT) '] . ' - . IS
. :, . ; o \ i I 1, “
| : SRR
= ' ¥ e .. B[4
H ' : . 1 ¥ v ! 1
; ' { M o
. : TG s " L .IJ H
. . y
:_ ' '_‘ e H '-. l. !
. ", -
L

NA'rmM*ﬁ m &,mns NEWGPAPER
IRAIEG]( (’”“()MMLNIC ATION AND wn

g S T w

08 AUG 2016

T TR D

" DATE npvuf
T PAGE ~  LOWER HALF

ﬁA’llVl* S SERV 1O L

AR AT ORI B . L Sl

Nature lovers’ paradise, wealth of wonders

in Danjugan Island, Negros Occidental

Can you survive a vacation without
electricity?

A marine and wildlife sanctuary

within a 43-hectare island off the Negros
mainland in the Sulu Sea is encouraging
visitors to get as close to nature as they
possibly can, minus the conveniences of
modern-day living.

- Danjugan Island, a four to five -
hour boat ride away from Bacolod City

or Dumaguete City, is described by

its executive director Dave Albao as a
private conservatlon sxte and marine
protected area.

In other words, definitely “not a
resort”.

Marine habitat preservation

- Itis managed by the Philippine Reef
Rainforest Conservation Foundation Inc.
(PRRCD), a non-government organiza-

tion led by Gerry Ledesma who bought

the island in 1994 for preservation.

~ Ledesma saw how the reefs were
slowly experiencing degradation and
wanted to prevent further damage.

- The island has five lagoons and is
covered with limestone forests which
is home to over 74 bird species, 10 bat

specles, 579 fish species and many other |

wildlife species such as corals, turtles,
snakes and the rare coconut crabs.
| Rare, feathered attraction
Among the island’s star attractions
is its lone Beach Stone-Curlew or Beach

Thick-knee, a grey-brown shorebird with
a massive yellow-based bill and thick
knees — thus the name.

It can be found across Australia and
a few other Asian countries including
the Philippines.

The Beach Stone-Curlew is a rare
bird, so rare that been tagged as ‘near
threatened’. Albao said that Asian tour-
ists would even fly to the Philippines on a
weekend just to see the bird, take photos
and fly back home.

Serenity, defined

Visitors that first set foot on the
island will immediately feel peaceful as
it only welcomes more or less 50 guests
excluding its 10-member staff. It’s the

perfect hideaway from the hustle and

bustle of city life.

Modern conveniences such as mobile
phone service, television and running
water will not be part of the Danjugan

- Island experience, Albao said stressing

that people rely solely on natural enter-
tainment and human interaction.
~If by chance a part of the island
does have cell service, visitors will have
trouble charging their gadgets as the
1sland uses solar power to run lights
while water is usually brought from the
mainland, he explained.
Camps and basic provisions
The island offers simple accom-
modations in either the Moray Lagoon

Camp or Typhoon Beach Camp. Alr-
conditioning units are non-existent and
visitors will also be given just a bucket
of water for bathing.

Albao said that the island is heavily
dependent on tourism as its source of in-
come, which is used to further preserve
its biodiversity. However, he said that the
priority is still conservation and not the
entertainment of visitors.

‘It’s more fun in Danjugan’

Of course, visitors will have enough
activities to keep them preoccupied such
as boat-trips, island tours, snorkeling, kay-
aking to name a few. It’s a favorite among
yogis and quiet-loving individuals.

A number of marine and wildlife
summer camps are also -held to educate
elementary and high school students of
Southern Negros communities through
its Danjugan Island Environmental
Education Program (DEEP).

With seven different types of eco-
systems — beach forest, mangroves,
lagoons, bat caves, coral reefs, seagrass
beds and an open sea affords students
who aspire to be future ecologists and bi-
ologists the best, most ideal classroom.

Those who have been to the island
before would say that it receives far
less attention than it ought to receive,
but they also agree that it only adds to
the mystique that surrounds this hidden
gem in the Sulu Sea. (PNA)
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Most optimistic

ILIPINOS HAVE figured prominently in many local
F and foreign

fidence and optimism. So it was no surprise that Fil-
Ipino consumers emerged as the most optimistic in the
world in the second quarter of 2016. For the first time in
~more than a decade, the Philippines topped the latest
Nielsen global survey on consumer confidence and
o spending intentions, beating perenni-
EDITORIAL ' '

al topnotcher India. .f

Filipino consumers also represented the biggest jump on
a quarter-on-quarter basis among the 63 countries sur-
veyed. Of the three confidence indicators measured in
the survey, job optimism increased the most, rising 16
percentage points to 88 percent in the second quarter. Re-
sponses on immediate spending intentions rose 10 per-
centage points, while that on personal finances rose five
percentage points. ' N '

Nielsen Philippines managing director Stuart Jamieson

observed that confidence in the Philippines was at an all-
time high, and that the 6.9-percent GDP growth rate in
the first quarter, one of the fastest in Asia, had a lot to do
with it. The local economy relies heavily on consumption,
and with sales of consumer goods growing at a 7.1-per-
cent rate in the year ending May 2016, people were in-
deed happily spending their money. |
An earlier Social Weather Stations survey showed that

Filipinos’ personal optimism on the quality of life surged

to arecord high during the last quarter of 2015. A high 45
percent of Filipino adults expected their quality of life to
improve in 2016—an election year—while only 5 percent
said otherwise. This has been traced to the policies of the
Aquino administration that led to improvements in edu-
cation, healthcare and other social services, particularly
the expansion of the CCT (conditional cash transfer) pro-
gram, and expectations that those policies would contin-
ue in the next administration. '

The promise of change made during the recent presi-
dential election, which took place during the Nielsen sur-
vey period, likely helped buoy positive consumer senti-
ment. An erid to the menace of illegal drugs and criminal-
ity within six months, lower income tax rates for the
working class, agricultural development to improve the
farmers’ lot, projects and programs to finally ease the

traffic gridlock in Metro Manila, cutting poverty by near-

ly half by the end of six years through job generation...
Who wouldn’t want change for the better?

surveys on their level of happiness, con-

The surge in the confidence level of

080620 \/
DATE  UPPER HALF
Al -
PAGE LOWER HALF

MUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

B Also playing .a big part in the survey.results.is the Fil-..

1pino consumers’ general attitude. in. life—resilience ‘in
the face of adversity, a good sense of humor that at times
seems silly, and the constant feéling that things will be
better tomorrow. Experts only cite the fact that Filipinos
always find a reason to celebrate—a pay increase, a class
reunion, a friend’s birthday, a wedding or baptism, the ar-
rival of a balikbayan relative, and so on.

It is the Filipinos’ resilience that has made them survive
the most difficult of times. This was tested in the wake of
Supertyphoon “Yolanda,” which devastated towns and
farms and killed thousands in the Visayas, or similar disas-
ters before it, like the Mount Pinatubo eruption or the land-
slides that buried towns in Ormoc, Leyte. All these failed to
break the Filipino spirit. Religion also has a part in Filipinos’
optimistic nature. There is this belief in fate—that every-
thing that happens in life is according to divine will, and
that something better has been planned for everyone. -
- Back to the Nielsen survey: The only drawback in it was
that it covered only those with internet access, which make
up just a little more than a quarter of the population. De-
spite the Philippines being dubbed the “texting capital of
the world,” only 26.9 percent of Filipino households had
access to the internet, according to the 2015 edition of The
State of Broadband report jointly undertaken by the Inter-
national Telecommunications Union and Unesco, putting
the Philippines at No. 59 among 133 countries covered.
The same report showed that only 39.7 percent of individu-

“als had access to the internet, putting the Philippines at

No. 106 among 191 countries. |
Still, there is no denying that Filipinos are generally a
happy lot, no matter what the circumstances. And as every
new regime promises a better life, this will probably be the

. case in the years to come.
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LONDON—Vulnerable communities face the
brunt of climate change—from rising sea levels
and extreme weather events to prolonged severe
droughts and flooding. According to the World
Bank, without effective mitigation measures, cli-
mate change could push more than 100 million
people into poverty by 2030.

To help the most vulnerable communities be-
come more resilient to the effects of climate
change, financial institutions should support
small- and medium-size enterprises (SMEs). In
emerging economies, SMEs account for as much as
45 percent of employment and up to 33 percent of
GDP-—and these numbers are significantly higher
when informal SMEs are included. When an SME

builds up its own climate resilience, it can have'

cascading effects in the community around it.

Unfortunately, SME owners generally have
trouble securing bank loans, and instead must
turn to informal lending and alternative funding
sources to support their businesses. According to
the World Bank, 50 percent of -formal SMEs lack
access to formal credit, and the total credit gap
for both formal and informal SMEs is as high as
$2.6 trillion worldwide. While the gap varies con-
siderably among regions, it is particularly wide in
Africa and Asia.

Microfinance can close this gap by providing the
small loans that SMEs need to get off the ground
and thrive. According to the OECD, microfinance

institutions, including national foreign-aid agen-

cies, banks, credit unions, and nonprofit organiza-
tions, already provide basic financial services to
more than 100 million of the world’s enterprising
poor, 90 percent of them women.

The role of microfinance in boostmg SMEs’
climate-change resilience needs to be more fully
defined. In Africa, Asia and Latin America,
microfinance has enabled SMEs to invest in
drought-resistant crops, build better irrigation

WORLD
VIEW

Mark Mallo_cb Brown

systems, and purchase climate insurance to pro-

tect incomes when crops fail because of too

much—or too little—rainfall.

These projects already have a proven track
record. According to a review by the OECD, 43
percent of microfinance activities in Bangladesh
in 2010 had strengthened the resilience of com-
munities. These projects include lending pro-
grams for weather-resistant housing and
drought- and salt-tolerant seeds, and they en-
hanced climate-change resilience. In Nepal,
microfinance is supporting disaster relief and
preparedness, crop diversification, and improved
access to irrigation. Microfinance can also help
SMEs transition to low-carbon business models,
by financing their efforts to adopt renewable
energy sources and shift to sustainable produc-
tion and supply chains.

Microfinance is not the only solution, and it
certainly has its critics. To allay concerns about
money being poorly spent, microfinance institu-
tions should reward SME owners who use loans
to finance climate-change resilience and renew-
able-energy projects. This need not be an act of

- corporate social responsibility. In fact, according
to the Business and Sustainable Development

Commission, which I chair, such an approach is in
microfinance institutions’ own self-interest.

The private sector should understand that the
climate crisis is also an opportunity, especially

‘Microtfinancing climate resilience

with regard to SMEs. In fact, some in the private
sector already recognize this.

GSMA—a trade group that represents hun-
dreds of telecoms operators, and whose director
general, Mats Granryd, is a member of the Busi-
ness Commission—and its members are facilitat-
ing microfinance in rural areas. With mobile
phones, farmers can quickly find information
ranging from seed prices to weather patterns, and
have immediate access to the funds they need to
complete transactions. This mobile-enabled in-
formation leads to better decision-making, saving
the farmers money and boosting their resilience
to extreme-weather patterns and droughts. And
of course mobile providers benefit as well from
operating in an expanded rural market.

~ There are also opportunities in peer-to-peer
lending networks, whereby online services match
lenders directly with borrowers. P2P microlend-
ing platforms, such as lendwithcare.org, Lendico,
and RainFin, have proved popular, and could
reenergize the microfinance community and pro-
vide wider access to loans for SMEs in developing
countries. Financial products like weather deriva-
tives—which ensure the harvests and enterprises
of SMEs and some of the world’s poorest peo-
ple—also have potential.

If the world is serious about mitigating the
worst effects of climate change, especially its dis-
proportionate impact on vulnerable communi-
ties, both the public and private sectors should
support efforts to extend microfinancing to
SMEs. Those on the front line of protecting lives
andlivelihoods can’t go it alone.

Project Syndicate

Mark Malloch Brown, a former UN deputy secre-
tary general and UK Foreign Office minister of state
for Africa, is chair of the Business and Sustainable
Development Commission.




federalism a core deliverable of his administra-
tion. This seems consistent with his penchant
for going deep as he examines our society’s ba-
sic institutions and proposes structural changes
by way of revisiting first principles for social or-

ganizations. To the extent that we have a Presi-

dent who is not interested in superficial solu-

tions or glamorous facelifts, this clearly has to

be celebrated. He’s gunning for the big waves,
and the payoffs are potentially massive.

Even then, we must tab the fact that federal-
ism, as a concept, does not really have any con-

tent beyond ideas such as having clear lines of

separation between the state and the federal
government, or dual sovereignty, or subsidiari-

ty, or some other fancy legal term. The truth is:
that federalism is as federalism does, and only

the details of any federalism project can reveal
its various practical meanmgs | -

The relevant question is therefore not
whether we should become a federal republic,
but what we want to use federalism for, Feder-
alism is but an instrument, a vehicle for carry-
ing solutions in a new constitution. It is a struc-
-tural platform that will constitute the base in
which the nuts-and-bolts solution to our social

problems. will be grounded and fastened. You

cannot, judge the beauty of a house by just
looking at its foundation.

The way to unpack the President’s federalism
project is through a clarification of purpose(s),
by asking which problems he is trying to solve.

Here’s a basic laundry list: Is this about the
inefficiencies and injustices caused by “Imperi-
al Manila”? Does he see our unitary state as a
source of the political and bureaucratic bottle-
neck that has only served as a barrier to provin-
cial growth? Has our Manila-centric politics
failed to unlock the vast potential of the other
regions, and sapped resources away from
them? Is the attention lavished on Manila so
undue as to suppress the identities of the vari-
ous ethnic communities in the country? Is this
about the flow of taxes and wealth, such

that we need a constitutional repiping of the

Florm T Hzlbczy

channels of resources to allow a more equi-
table distribution of income? Is this about who

~-gets to control our natural resources? Or is this

about the sale of agricultural lands? How will a

federal structure change the way basic services

are conceptualized and delivered?

We need to see the fine print so we can com-
pute costs and benefits.

At the same time, while federalism may be

“able to offer theoretical advantages, that certain-

ly is only half the picture. How the text of the
new constitution will interact with Philippine SO-

ciety Is the other half. Will the paper change re-

sult in a transformation of political culture and
govemance? The interaction between law and

culture is an entirely separate cha]lenge Con- -

vmcmg the people to ratify a new constitution is
easier than making them change their ways.
There are simply no models that can predict the
impact of a new constitution on individual con-
sciousness and institutional practices.

-~ Our biggest problems, bad governance and
corruption, are problems about people, not (nec-
essarily) of political structure or political con-
sciousness, not (necessarily) political institutions.

- They are subjective, not objective, concerns. Peo-
ple will not wake up to a new constitution that

will magically confer upon them the ability to gov-
ern themselves well or make them less corrupt.
These questions must be raised not only so that

'we can have reasonable bases for buying into the

project (or rejecting the offer) but also because we
need to assess whether such out-of-the-box, extra-
constitutional measures can be accommodated by
more modest, less expensive, within-the-box solu-
tions. Ultlmately, the question may be: Do we
need a revolutionary or incremental remaking of
the legal construct? Is there a need to burn the
house down and build a new one, or will a serial
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PRESIDENT DUTERTE has made the pfoject- of

renovation of the rooms suffice?
For instance, the goal of decenu:ahzanon may

be remedied by a more potent local goyernment

code. Redistribution of bureaucratic powers may
also be done through a revision of the adminis-
trative code. We can also do constitutional
amendments for autonomous regions. In other
words, once made aware of the problems, we
just Imght realize that the patient need not be
opened up and can be cured by minor operations
requiring local, not general, anesthesia. -

Tntertwined with the substance of the pro-
posal to change the Constitution is the pro-
posed procedure for doing so—that is, either
by way of constitutional convention or con-
stituent assembly. The bottom line here is con-
trol: A constitutional convention will be insti-
tutionally independent from both the legisla-
tive and executive branches, and Jess immune
to the usual motives and pressures that are
viewed as having a gravitational influence on

‘decisions made by our legislators. It is likely

that the credibility of the final proposals will

- depend on who gets to propose them, indepen-

dent of the substance of the proposals |
Regardless of the situation, we should take
advantage of the President’s open-mindedness
and willingness to propose solutions that he be-
lieves are commensurate to the gravity of the
problems our society is facing. After all, when
political scientists talk about a shift toward a fed-
eralist structure, what we have is an academic
discussion; when it is the President who speaks
about it, what we have is a real conversation.

Former solicitor general Florin T. Hilbay teaches
at the UP College of Law, where he oﬁ‘ers a course
on constitution drafting.
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Conrado de Quiros is on
medical _Zeave. —Ed.
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Ma ugulantang sina
Pangulong Rodrigo Duterte
‘at Departient of Environ-

ment and Natural Resom'

seryosong lifestyle check

ang mga dati at kasaluku-

yang opisyales ng DENR,
-Mines and Geosciences
Bureau (MGB) and Envi-

‘ronmental Management

Board (EMB).
Ito ang pahayag ni
Surigao del Norte Rep.

Robert ‘Ace’ Barbers-.} din

kaya hiniling nito namag-
sagawa ng imbestigasyon
bilang bahagl kanilang
kampanya laban sa ilegal
'mining activities sa bansa.

- Local Government Units
"(LGUS) sa lugar ng pag-

PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE NEWS

dame Secretary, I urge you
to conduct a no-nonsense

 lifestyle check on the past
andammtoﬁmalsofﬂme

ning ;mvmces You might
‘just get the shock’ ofymr
'._-hves, -am1 Barbers. |

Sinabi ng mambabatas

na totoong tiba-tiba ang

mga mining companies at

mga pulitiko sa lndustrn-~_

l kmmklta;'
aniyang mga |
- samga nabanggit na ahen-

sya kasama na ang mga

mimina.

t

R 4

style check sa DENR, LGUs sa minahan

“Mr. President, Ma- “Clearly, irresponsible
mining practices could
not have thrived without
the blind consent of these
- peopleand the Local Gov-

- ernment executives who
i- are tasked to implement

ayon pa sa

the laws,”

mambabatas
| Kasabay IiltO kal—
---1atxgan aniyang tmgnan
ang situwasyon ng mga -
minero sa lahat ng mga
ménghan dahjl habang
‘lumalangoy sa bilyones
‘ang mga may-ari at mga
corrupt officials, at mga

pulitiko ay kakarampot na

- sahod lang ang natatangap
-ngmgaminero. (Bernard
Taguinod)
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