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- Lopez meets lumads-over mining concerns

- Environment Secretary

| Gina Lopez has urged lumad

“communities in Mindanao to
submit their proposed devel-
opment plan for areas that
were affected by mining ac-
tivities.

‘Lopez held a dialogu
representatives of lumad tribes
| at the Polytechnic University

of the Phlhppmes in Manila

| over the weekend.
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By RHODINA VILLANUEVA

She said mining operatim

_in Mindanao, that violated
‘mining and environmental

“lawsand tegulatnons would be
‘suspended. S

- “Tam onethh you in your -
cause... an investigation and .

audit of the mining companies
you have mentioned is under-

way,” Lopez saxd dunng the
dialogue. "

She assured lumad tribes
that the government would
-study their proposal and ad-
« dress their concerns at the
soonest possible time.

During the dialogue, repre- _
| sentatwes of lumad communi-

ties said open pit mines and

tailings ponds have affected
their livelihood. -
- 'They cited Saglttarlus_

-

27 JUL 2018

T CATE . UPPER HALF
L e
PAGE | OWER HALF

IRATF(JI( COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

Wl g U -

Mines Inc. in Tamipakan, Sul-
tan Kudarat; SR Metals Inc. in
Tubay, Agusan del Sur as well
as Greenstone Mining and
Taganito Mining in Surigao del
Norte as among those whose
operations have affected their
communities.

The lumads urged Lopez to
also stop illegal logging near

- watersheds and militarization

in their communities.
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Lopez slams ernng
mining firms in RP:

5 TRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND

_ Department of Enwmnment and |
Natural Res.eurce*c

(DENR)
Secretary Gina Lopez vowed to do
everything to recoverthe lost good
values that Presidemt Rodrigo
Duterte aims to revitalize by
upholding the common good,

concern and care for the helpless

and the impoverished who are
victims of an oppressive economy
being controlled by abusive and
irresponsible mining industries.
Lopez explaining t hat mining
investors may be making money
based on the suffering of the
people. “At the end of the day,

who is benefitting from this? Not

the poor, so why do we: keep doing
it?” she said.

A staunch anti-mining advocate

before being chosen by Duterte to
head the DENR, Lope:z expressed
her intention to keep ttie country’s
rich natural resourc.s in a way
that benetfits everyone..

“I would like to keep our
biodiversity and not let it be

" raped by any selfish interest

~ because it belongs to the Filipino

people,” she said. :

Included in the secf;ors that pose
various threats to environment is
the cement manufacturing industry.
Mining for limestone ipnposes great

‘environmental impécts thus the

government must maintain
continuous monitoring and

- controlling of process operation to

meet the requirements set by the
governing agencies like the
Environmental Management
Bureau, and Mines and
Geosciences Bureau.

According to the US

" Environmental Protection Agency,

the cement sector is the third
largest industrial source of
pollution in the world, emitting
more than 500,000 tons per year
of sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide
and carbon monoxiide which are
associated with health and
environmental impacts such as
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greund level ozene acid re,m
global warming, water quallty
deterioration, visual impairment
and lung diseases to affected
population. e
Meanwhile, advocacy group
Kilusan Kenpra Katiwalian at
Kabulukan (4K) asked Duterte’s
government to stop the cartelin
cement industry through the
Cement Manufacturers of the
Philippines (CeMAP).
Headed by former Department
of Trade and Industry (f)W)
Undersecretary Ernesto Ordofiez,
CeMAP campaigned against
importers to allegedly contrel the
price of their product. ’;'-
“The DTI asked local eement
producers to explain the recent
surge in retail prices of cement-in
the country and CeMAP can explaﬁl
why there are shortages of their
product in some key areas, eatd
4K secretary-general Rodel Pineda.
“With the artificial shortiafesf
cement, the government can't
control the retail prices of eement;
and CeMAP is the first benef'i’eiafy |
in this situation,” he said. - ¢
Pineda also questloned'the:
merger of Holcim Philippines Inc.

“and Lafarge Republic Inc. which.

now controls 75 percent of cement
industry which is a v10]atwn ei_ |
Anti-Trust Law. e

“How come the Phlllppme
Competition Commission (PCE) let
this merger? Our local cement
industry is now controlled by
foreigners under CeMAP and they
are making a killing in cqmegt

prices because they dictate the

retail prices,” Pineda explained.
“Ordofiez is the president of
CeMAP and he is also an offlﬁlal

of PCC and there is a ciear

conflict of interest in the merger
of Holcim and Lafarge. This must
be investigated by the government
and CeMAP must be scrapped to
stop the monopoly in cement
industry,” he added B
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THE Department of Environment and N atural
Resources {DENR) on Tuesday assured the in-
digenous peoples of Mindanao (Lumad) that
it will shut down mining operations violating
environmental laws and regulations.

Environment Secretary Gina Lopez urged the
Lumad to submit proposed development plans
for areas which have been affected by destructive
mining activities.

During a dialogue at the Polytechnic Uni-
versity of the Philippines (PUP) in Manila,
Lumad representatives complained about
the new open pit mines and tailings ponds

- constructed in their areas, which have severely

affected their livelihoods.

They also appealed to Lopez to halt illegal
logging and encroachment in watershed
areas, and stop militarization i in their com-
munities, which they claimed were related
to the plan of large-scale mmmg compames

to set up new businesses.
The Lumad also called for the retum of all the

Lumnad displaced from their ancestral lands by
mining and illegal logging activities.

The group cited Sagittarius Mines Inc. (SMI)
in Tampakan, Sultan Kudarat; SR Metals Inc. in
Tubay, Agusan del Sur; and Greenstone Min-
ing and Taganito Mining, both in Surigao del
Norte, whose operations have seriously affected
IP communities because of siltation, open pit
mining and stockpiles.

Tampakan is the largest capper-gold project
in the Philippines at present, with development
investments costing $5.9 billion.

SMI, the local contractor of Glencore
Xstrata for the copper-gold project, moved

closer to mine development after securing

local government endorsements last year,

one of the main requirements in getting.
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activists and indigenous people’s groups from Zambales and Sultan Kudarat hold a protest rally
in front of the DM Consunji Inc. (DMCI) office in Makati City, Metro Manila Tuesday demanding the
permanent closure of its mining projects in the said provinces. PHOTO BY D] D ﬂﬁ INA

approval for its declaration of mining project

feasibility (DMPF).

Under the Mining Act of 1995, a mining

company should have the endorsement of

the majority of LGUs to secure government
approval for its DMPE

DMPF - which includes a proponent’s final
rehabilitation plan for the venture and an

‘environmental protection and enhancement

program, among others - is the final require-

" ment for a mining company to commence in

the development of a project.

Tampakan, which involves one of the world's
largest undeveloped copper-gold deposits,
‘straddles four provinces in Mindanao - South
Cotabato, Sarangani, Sultan Kudarat and Davao
del Sur. It represents one of the largest unde-

~ veloped copper-gold deposits in the Southeast

Asia-Western Pacific region, estimated to have 15
million tons of contained copper and nearly 18

million ounces of gold.
JAMES KONSTANTIN GALVEZ
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DENR chief pummels irresponsible mining

DEPARTMENT of Environmentand
Natural Resources (DENR) Secre-
tary Gina Lopez vowed she will do
everything to recover the lost good
values that President Rodrigo Du-
terte aims to revitalize by uphold-
ing the common good, concern and
care for the helpless and the impov-
erished who are victims of an op-
pressive economy being controlled
by abusive and irresponsible min-
ing industries.

"Tto ang paninindigan ko, and this
iswhatIreally believe...we cannotand
we must not build an economy based
on suffering. We cannot do it," said
Lopez explaining that mining inves-
tors may be making money based on
the suffering of the people.

"At the end of the day, who is
benefitting from this? Not the poor, so
why do we keep doing it?” she said.
A staunch anti-mining advocate be-
fore being chosen by Duterte to head
the DENR, Lopez expressed herinten-
tion to keep the country’s rich natural
resourcesinaway thatbenefitsevery-
one.

“I'would like to keep our biodiver-

1 ENVIRO-WATCH

sity and-not let it be raped by any

selfish interest because it belongs to

the Filipino people,” she said.
Included in the sectors that pose

various threats to environment is the

cementmanufacturing industry. Min-
ing for limestone imposes great envi-
ronmental impacts thus the govern-
ment must maintain continuous mon-
itoring and controlling of process op-
eration tomeet therequirementssetby
the governing agencies like the Envi-
ronmental Management Bureau
(EMB) and Mines and Geosciences
Bureau (MGB).

According to the US Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA), the ce-
ment sector is the third largest indus-
trial source of pollution in the world,

~ emitting more than 500,000 tons per

year of sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide,
and carbon monoxide which are asso-
ciated withhealth and environmental
impacts such as ground-level ozone,
acid rain, global warming, waterqual-
ity deterioration, and visual impair-
ment and lung diseases to affected

population.

Meanwhile, advocacy group Kilu-
san Kontra Katiwalian at Kabulukan
(4K) asked Duterte’s government to
stop the cartel in cement industry
through the Cement Manufacturersof
the Philippines (CeMAP). Headed by
former Department of Trade and In-
dustry undersecretary Ernesto Ordon-
ez, CeMAP campaigned against im-
porterstoallegedly control the price of
their product.

- “The DTI asked local cement pro-
ducers to explain the recent surge in
retail prices of cement in the country
and CeMAP canexplainwhy thereare
shortages of their productinsomekey
areas,” said 4K secretary general Rodel
Pineda.

“With the artificial shortage of ce-
ment, the governmentcan’t control the
retail prices of cement and CeMAP is
the first beneficiary in this situation,”
he said. '_

Pineda also questioned the merger
of Holcim Philippines Inc. and La-
farge RepublicInc. whichnow controls
75 percent of cementindustry whichis
a violation of Anti-Trust Law.
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No ‘sacred cows’ in mining industry

ENVIRONMENT and Natural Resources Secertary
Gina Lopez yesterday declared that there will be no
“sacred cows” in the mining industry, most especial-
ly in Mindanao.

Lopez assured the Lumads or indigenous people ot
Mindanao that mining operation found violating the
mining and environmental laws and regulations would
immediately be suspended.

In a dialogue at the Polytechnic University of the
Philippines (PUP) in Sta. Mesa, the new DENR chief
told the Lumad representatives that she was one with
them in their cause, adding that an investigation and
audit of the mining companies involved are underway.

Lopez urged the Lumads to submit their proposed
development plan for areas which have been affected
by destructive mining activities. | |

The Lumads complained about new open pit mines

DENR Sec. Gina Lopez By Joel dela Torre

and tailings ponds constructed in their areas, which
are affecting their livelihoods.

The group mentioned the Sagittarius Mines Inc. 1n
Tampakan, Sultan Kudarat; SR Metals Inc. in Tubay,
Agusan del Sur; and Greenstone Mining and Taganito
Mining, both in Surigao del Norte, as among those
whose operations have seriously affected the I’ com-
munities due to siltation, open pit mining and stock-

iles. |
Y The Lumads also appealed to Lopez to halt illegal
logging and encroachment in watershed areas, and
stop militarization in their communities, which they
said were related to the plan of large-scale mining
companies to setup new businesses.

They likewise called for the return of all the Lumads
displaced from their ancestral lands because of mining
and illegal logging activities. |




27 JUL 701
L - A fS | |
DATE IPPER HALF

[\ :

PAGE LOWER HALE

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

T
'

j;f;'_, jc

f A i posehi iy b AT it DR ?E*E* 1ast and -*féaﬂt f?%f iéé-e VE!IHS Ever 1e:ft m *i' 1@11‘ past operatmns fi-he_'
.:zz:dlfecﬁngafe _*?Jnal MGB to stop the illeg ant ;

B o Sy Hhe Liegal mun g aperaﬂgmmﬂ0ﬂ~ fés:tdent smailcale mmersare nﬁt only in jeopardy, they are victims
r_-;IWId@ g:- f; _;;-_f;: IIE' _e mﬁve 5_;552. :.ézﬂs lau ablet' t 'f§ .5{:_‘ -_j:::;- RERECRL e 6 % 3 &gﬂ 2 8 'St . KGR ISk R, B .:;5__:

mining and wt ituation nation- y the law ol matt. - 'ﬂmmgﬁ Q. ¢ _ffﬁffeleshnn, 62, #295
wide, the ha .;;less smail—-scale m ?Q? i;i;: .;;m_ lenguet werein mpum” It"g"ﬂr ’e“_., uet, 09087881507

“adilemma of losing their only _ yod. Lock out large

mines also- nfringed: them elve§ in small—-sc fjf mlmng to W Q;'{jis__;;j;;,atlig;
- available mineral sources in their mined out operations. at the
_expense of undocumented, inex ;;enenced miners E:@m all over the.
country. ‘Madam Lc,)pez rm;tst stuc_i y the issues tO prevf}_ijiﬁf "jt_fmm bemgfi-
gnfmr to the farmhes of miners. who mdubﬁably may. go hungry..
Her statement against new ‘mining is just okay but when she said

: i”let us fﬂc the old Twl ﬁfch is - it effect to revive f}ld ﬁ)peratmns has

Baraﬁgay"




o sfi, BT 27JU v
i T At e
nmmw'ﬁnmmna NEWSPAPER “""paqu'“ ~ TOWERFALF

‘s [RATE(;I( f""‘()MMLNl(LA'Il()N AND INITIATIVE S SERVICE

LR bt ST LA T e WA I YIS AR A I Sk 4 I b

I~ Tal m"_'—
Hﬁm_ﬂ* mm -

MGB 7 ties up
with LGUs vs
illegal mining,
quarrying

CEBU CITY - The - Mines and
(zeosciences Bureau in Central Visayas
(MGB 7) 1s strengthening its part-
nership with local government units
(LGUs) to stop illegal mining and quar-
rying activities in Central Visayas amid
the call for responsible mining.

Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) 7 Director
Isabelo Montejo noted that because
mining and quarrying have significant
and growing roles in economic devel-

opment, “we cannot prevent mining
and quarrying but we should be re-
sponsible.” -

MGB 7 Director Loreto Alburo is
looking for a stronger coordination with
L.GUs and local civil society sectors to
report illegal activities in the region.

- Small-scale mining operations, or
those activities that rely mainly on
‘manual labor and use simple imple-
ments, are regulated by the LGUs while
large-scale mining is under the super-
vision and regulation by the bureau. .
(Mars W. Mosqueda Jr.)
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Speaker pushes le gislative

license for mining firt

| The Philippines’ newly elected
House Speaker said he wants new
'mining companies to get a legislative
license before they are allowed to op-
erate in the country as part of efforts
to protect the environment.
‘Pantaleon Alvarez, a close ally of
President Rodrigo Duterte, also said
he will revive a proposed measure
that will require miners to process
their ores locally before they are
shipped overseas to help create jobs
domestically.

. "Their activities would be subject'

to legislative oversight and their fran-
chises can be revoked by the oversight
body... if they violate the terms and
conditions (of the franchise)," Alvarez
said in a speech after he was elected
speaker on Monday.

- His pronouncement follows a

nationwide crackdown on all miners

operating in the Philippines led by

the new mining minister, Regina Lo-

of the world's

#M

i_‘; o i 5

pez, an anti-mining advocate: Smce
assuming office, the country has
ordered the suspension of three

‘nickel ore mines for environmental

violations and ordered a moratorium
on new mines whlle ex1stmg projects
are reviewed.

Duterte, who began a six-year
term on June 30, has warned he could

~ cancel mining projects causing envi-

ronmental harm, suggesting a tough
regulatory road ahead for Philippine
miners. |

Ronaldo Recidoro, the spokesman
of the industry group Chamber of
Mines of the Philippines, said Alvarez
plan would be a bigger disincentive
to smaller miners than large scale

ones.

He said there was no need for
additional environmental safeguards
because the existing mining law is
adequate. |

"More than adding steps, they
should increase the budget of the
(regulator) or create a department
that separates environment from
natural resources,” Recidoro said.

The country's mining sector, one
largest in the 1970s;
has since struggled partly due to en-
vironmental rules and policy flip flops,
missing much of the mining boom in
recent decades and now is dealing
with much lower commodity prices.
(Reuters) -
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Mlnel's We]come local . LISTED min;ng companies wel-

comed the House Speaker’s pro-

oreprocessingbut = ralo o oo

cessing of ore while discouraging

[
h_

| | | ~ ore exports, but said they must be

incentives seen as key i oo

' | | ply with any such scheme, which

| may require more investment and
plant construction on their part.

AN OPEN-PIT mine atop Canatuan A PP 17':h Congress, Davao del Norte

mountalnanamhoangadelNorte a S | Representative Pantaleon D.
| pie | - Alvarez, said he will pursue leg-

islation that will require mining

firms to process or semi-process

their ores before they can be ex-
ported, which he expects to boost
| employment in the industry.

Dante R. Bravo, president of
Global Ferronickel Holdings, Inc.,
said the company is in favor of
the proposal if the terms support
the establishment of processmg
facilities.

“Oneis the time when it should
be implemented. This should be
optional to existing operating

- mines. Or at the very least, allow

. them sufficient time to put up a

plantif it is wgl;le Mr. Bravo said

1n a text message.

| Mr. Bravo also said incen-
tives for mine owners that put
up their own plants must be
globally competitive, saying the
“ideal scenario” was a single tax
on gross income.

- “[Say] 5% tax based on gross in-
come earned, in lieu of all national
and local taxes, including exemp-
tion from payment of royalties to
indigenous people),” he said.

- Mr. Bravo also pointed out that
a mine should have at least 20-
year mine life in order to qualify

- L I . for value-added processing and

T proper infrastructure to ensure
continuous supply of raw material.

In addition, if such bill is im-
posed, the government should
consider simplifying the permit
process and relaxing foreign own-
ership restrictions.,

d4dy
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On Monday, the Speaker of the

/

Francis G. Ballesteros, Jr.,
division head for Public and
Regulatory Affairs at Philex
Mining Corp., said the Indone-
sian ore export ban could serve
as a model and a cautionary tale
for regulators.

“The proposed ban on raw
ore exports, which is not novel...
must be studied carefully if it be
legislated because though the in-
tentions may be noble the impact
or consequences may be severe,
as drawn from the experience in
Indonesia,” said Mr. Ballesteros.

In 2014, Indonesia, one of the
world’s top nickel ore producers,
required the domestic process-
ing of ore before any exports are
permitted, but announced a re-
view of the export ban earlier this
year after the nickel and bauxite
industries had to forego billions
of dollars in revenue.

Meanwhile, the political left
weighed in on the mining indus-
try’s poverty-statistics dispute,
saying that any benefits derived
by communities from mining are
outweighed by environmental
and health costs. |

Bagong Alyansang Makabay-

" an, In a statement, said mining
J.contributes “virtually nothing”
to the aAlgwatwn of poverty,

leamng the people “net losers”
because of the accompanying
environmental damage. -

It said poverty incidence
remains “very high” in most
provinces hosting large-scale
mining, with Benguet deemed an
outlier with a 3.7% poverty rate
as of 2012, The poorest province
on their list was Eastern Samar
at 63.79%, followed by Agusan
del Sur at 48.2% and Surigao del-
Norte at 41.8%.

Regulators and miners are
putting out competing claims on
poverty in mining areas, with En-
vironment Secretary Regina Paz
L. Lopez asserting that miners
operate 1n places with the high
poverty levels, while the Chamber

of Mines says its members are not

present in the top 10 provinces
where poverty is highest.
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_ A FOREIGN Shlp is seen docked neara port areain Sta Cruz,

Zambales province. This ship was reportedly among those that
transferred thick deposits of earth from three mountains in the
province to China’s reclamation site near the disputed Panatag
(Scarborough) Shoal. ALLAN MACATUNO/INQUIRER NORTHERN LUZON

China reclamatlon |
using PH 801l—gov

_, BY A“an Macatuno =
. Inqutrer Central Luzon
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| 'Panatag (Scaborough) ShoaL
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" OLONGAPO CITY—China has
. been expandmg its reclamation

pro_]ects in the West Philippine

' Sea, using massive boulders

“and soil extracted from Zam-

companies, Gov. Arnor Deloso

-said on Tuesday.

~ Citing information from local.f
 officials and residents, Deloso
-said China- has been building*

" Emﬂltary structures and an air--

1.08.3;500 hectares of re-

" He said 450 trucks “worked
day and night, shipping soil
from three mountains in Sta.
Cruz town” that were leveled by
mining companies. extractmg
nickel ore there.

“The shipment of 5011 to Chi-
na’s reclamation projects near
the shoal went unnoticed be-
cause residents thought it was
'} being taken tg (mainland)
China,” Deloso told the INQUIRER
by telephone.

Department of Environment
and Natural Resources about

the reports for vahdatlon by |
- - objects some 5.5 kilometers

the department. _
- When Deloso assumed offlce_.,
on June 30, he issued Execu- -
tive Order No. 1 which sus-

Zambales.
Anomaly
 During the interview, Deloso
said he observed an anomaly in
the manner that soil was being
extracted and shipped out of
the country. -
“How come the ships that
supposedly carried soil to Chi-
na had been returning to our
port areas so quickly? Cer-
tainly, those ships didn’t bring
the soil to mamland Chma
he said. -
Aside from soil, Deloso sald
‘boulders from the towns of
Botolan and Masinloc, both in
Zambales, served as bedrock for
China’s reclamation activities.

bales province by local mining -

He said he had 1nformed the :

i Philippine Sea.

Vv’
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“When China. completed
- the- bedrock sometime ago,

they had to dump thick de-
posits of earth on it. The soil

.coming from Sta. Cruz town is
ideal for their reclamhation ac-

tivities because it 1s clay,” De-
loso said.
In July last year, an jnter-

“linked system of buoys ~and
‘metal pipes measuring 1 kilo-

meter was found in Zambales
waters.

- An expert in the manufac-
ture of industrial rubber and
~fiberglass pipes said the device
. is.a.“dredge floater assembly”
‘composed of suction and dlS-
charge components. ' _
“I believe these objects were

used in reclamation activities

[in' the West Philippine Seal,”.

Erwin de la Torre said in an ear-
lier: ;mtemew

Dredgmg tools o
~ De la Torre, a former execu-

tive of a company that manufac-
tures equipment similar to

those found in Zambales, said
the device is usually attached to
a dredging machine while the

-machine sucks up sand from the
“sea bottom.

Flshermen flI'St saw the

(3 natuitical miles) from the

shoreline of Cabangan town .
111 Zambales
pended all mining activities in “'

- objects could have been washed

" They said they beheved the

away from Panatag Shoal since

they saw similar objects near
that area.

The shoal, also called Bajo

'_deMasmloc,ils among the dis-
puted territories in the West

Philippine Sea. It is 230 km
(124 nautical miles) west of
Zambales.

'Filipino fishermen reported

encountering harassment from .

Chinese patrols when they go

“out to fish in Panatag. The ha-

rassment did not stop even

‘after the Permanent Court of

Arbitration ruled in fevor of
the Philippines. in its dispute
with China over the West



el ¥ aew w a3 0 g R r e e gl oot e gt i B Sy cwAE B L o T gl s o BT W e LbE B, dal a7 T e e - ol e R a T

- i iy Dl o N PR e Rl e L i e immumw- Aot o G v bt o ik o M I R R o Ko W K b e’ ottt A e I b L 1 e Sy

((~wwmeml  UNA SA BALITA S )

U200 it e St A ol Y TIAT § . 2, e B e S e e A i“—-ﬂr 2 F e AR { LA i

PUBLIC

I el PR ¢ e o il T e r T i T T i ST Tl MR Tt T T

Bl el - eyl e by mmar W gerglt gt L Tyakihe e el W - Lol B DN BT ol e e F IR T B

27 JUL 2016

ln _T F
5

' V

- e s L, Bpl-de pa—Eiel e g i e s gy A i it g, e ralini'r taer sidedeg gy

pp ’"‘ HAF

LOWLEXR HALF

AFFAIRS OFFICE NEWS CLIPPINGS

)
)y OLONGAPO CITY,
 Zambales -— Tila nagi-
) sa sa sariling mantika ang
’ Pilipinas matapos ibun-
) yag mi Zambales Gover-
nor Amor Deloso na ang

y lupang ginagamit na pa-
y nambak sa mga proyekto
) ng bansang China sa Scar-
) borough Shoal ay galing
sa lalawigan ng Zambales.
Ayon kay Deloso, ga-

ling umano ang mga pa-
nambak na materyales sa
tatlong bundok ng lala-
. wigan na may lawak na
500 ektarya na ginagamit
' sa mga reclamation proj-

- ZAMBALES GOV: GALING DITO ‘YUNG
PANAMBAK NG CHlNA SA WPS LAND MASS

Ni Jojo Perez

ects ng China sa pinag-
aagawang 1sla sa South
China Sea.

Inginuso ni Deloso si
dating Governor Hermo-
genes Ebdane dahil pina-
hintulutan nito na mag-
benta ng lupa at mala-
laking bato ang lalawi-
gan ng Zambales sa ban-
sang China na siyang gi-
nagamit sa mga itinata-
yong istruktura.

“Siyempre may Ku-
mita diyan, imposibleng
wala, hindi naman haha-
kot lang ng hahakot ng lu-
pa kung walang ibinaba-

yad,” ayon pa kay Deloso.

Ginagamit umano ang
mga naglalakihang bato
upang magsilbing pun-
dasyon sa ilalim ng da-
gat at pagkaraan ay saka
naman bubuhusan ng lu-
pa upang makagawa ng
platform.

Napag-alaman na si-
nuspinde na umano ni
Deloso ang mga mining
permits sa kanyang lala-
wigan.

Nabigo naman ang
Abante na hingin ang
panig ni Ebdane kaugnay
sa naturang isyu.
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Mr Duterte |s taklng the natlon toa road Iess taken

IDENT Duterte S pronounce—
ments are full of unintended

symbolisms. But there is a binding
message. | am a different leader. I
am an unorthodox President. Don't =
expect me to be in the mold of prev1- o

ous Presidents.

[ will bend the nation to my un-
- conventional will. '
About the same time he rejected

 the Paris Climate Accord so as not

to tie up the country to terms and

- provisions that would hamper his

dream of industrializing the country
and putting manufacturing as an
economic savior, Mr. Duterte an-
nounced the appointment of aging
rocker Ramon “ R]” Jacinto as his

economic adviser. Mr. Jacinto might -

have spent much of his adult life as a
rocker and a dilettante—or hawking
guitars—but one factoid related to
M. Duterte’s manufacturing dream
was connected to Mr. Jacinto. -

It was Mr. Jacinto's father who

actually built the Iligan Integrated

Steel Mill, which he envisioned

as the anchor of the country’s in-
dustrial foundry, that would then
mass-produce all the steel infrastruc-

ture for the factories and assembly _

plants. The IISMI was to be the
foundation of the country’s manu-

facturing dream. Before Jacinto’s dad -

had a run-in with Marcos and was

forced to flee, the IISMI was well on

its way to power the country into
an industrial/manufacturing pow-
erhouse. The mill site? Mindanao.

n Ml DW FEK
| COMMENTS

MARI.EN V.

He seemed to tell RJ this: Come

~ on man, stop strumming guitars

and we will fulfill the dream of
your father,. = |

~ For all the merits of taking a stab
at manufacturing, that proposition
from Mr. Duterte still raises a lot of
questions and issues on viability.
China is “Factory to the World” and
the efhiciency and speed of its manu-

facturing sector enables it to dump

products at the cheapest cost—woe

to would-be competitors. There are

scale and efficiency and competitive-
ness to China’s manufacturing and,

‘right now, there is no country that

can beat China in that area.
Can we start at this point and

still be competitive? We don't have

steel mills, we have lost the “manu-

-~ facturing” culture and all the basic

industries—from steel to chemicals
to textile—have all but evaporated.

- Still, Mr. Duterte is unfazed and
standing pat. And no leader in
contemporary history—we have to

stress this—has had the audacity

to reject climate change accords to
_pursue the 60s dream of industrial
- greatness.

Cloballzatlbn--deﬁned as adher-

ing to trade rules, adhenng to the -

global consensus to fight climate
change, adhering to the established

rules of global conduct and civility,

- adhering to the security accords
- established by the western pow-

~ ers—has been turned upside down
by Mr. Dutette’s unorthodox views -

Oon governarice.
The lame reaction of Enwron-
ment and Natural Resources Secre-

tary Gina Lopez to the rejection of

the Paris Accord—she simply said
that Mr. Duterte is doing it for the

country’s good—reflected the hard

shift of policymaking from the top
 that can make the thrust of national
policies truly unpredictable. And can

place Mr. Duterte’s top aides such as

Lopez in tight spots.

“The planned visit of State Secre-

tary John Kerry to talk mutual de-
~ fense, freedom of navigation rights,

and security at the West Philippine

Sea with Mr. Duterte is an unstated
) admission from the US leadership
that Mr. Duterte is not the same old,
'same old leader who would toe the
US line on global security and geo-
- and women, is still a diverse lot. He

political issues without prodding
from the US. This time it is differ-
ent. The US realizes that. Knowing
the unknown, which is what Mr.
Duterte is from the standpoint of the

US leadership, will be part of Kerry's

talks with the President.

The unorthodoxy of Mr Duterte,

‘while it is manifest to the outside

~ world by his eschewing of some

features of the established global
order that our previous leaders

'had assiduously followed, and fol-

lowed to the letter, also baffles and

perplexes domestic policy watchers

who have been used to Presidents
with linlited goals and predictable
policies.

- Mr. Duterte is dlfferent While

his war on drugs has been a com-
bination of legit police operations
and extrajudicial killings, his
signing of an EO on the freedom

~of information (FOI), rights is a

classic, classy step on openness

“and transparency. His nationalist

and nativist pronouncements are
followed by his policies on easing
the rules of doing business and
tough anti- -corruption, anu-red

tape policies.

'One day, Mr. Duterte is speaking

-~ of his left-of-center inclinations.

The next day,-he will do things that
would please the transparency and
openness welcomed by investors
and the multilateral institutions.
His Cabinet, while it felt short of
the Trudeau-like split between men

drew from the Left, from his political

lieutenants, from his kaklase, and
from the billionaire-political class.

- Indeed, as Mr. Duterte earlier told
the nation, we will be in fora “rough
ride” within the next six years.

There is, however, one cettainty:
Mr. Duterte is taking the nation to
a path less taken
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Salceda says PH worse off

under Paris Agreement

EGAZPI CITY, Albay (PNA)

— Albay 2nd District Rep.
:gJoey Salceda said the Phil-
ippines should not ratify
the 2015 Paris climate agreement
adopted during the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) 21st Conference
of Parties (COP21) last December
2015 because th® country will be
worse under it.

Salceda was former co-chair in
2013-2014 of the UNFCCC’s Green
Climate Fund (GCF) Board where

‘he represented Southeast Asia
and developing countries but has

' ‘eriticized the Paris accord as early

as February this year, branding it

‘as a “bad agreement” because it
shifts ghe burden of responsibility
“of reducing carbon emissions to de-
_ veloplﬁg countries, ‘and away from
their wealthy counterparts which

“Tation of pledges to hold the increase
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have “actually caused untold dam-
age to the environment” in the past .
decades.

- The Paris agreement is a compl-

of global average temperature to
“well below 2°C above pre-industrial -
levels” and “to pursue efforts to limit
temperature increase to 1.5°C above
pre-industrial levels.” -
Salceda, however, said the global
average of “well below 2°C limit of
temperature increase” in reality would
translate into much more than that in
the developing world — with more
than 4 degrees for Africa alone.
President Duterte himself has
criticized the Paris deal and threat- ;
ened not to have it ratified. He has - He said as much in his State of
ordered a review of the “crazy™» the Nation Address (SONA). The
commitments the Philippines may  Senate has issued a staterg®nt it

- have made when it signed the accord:-  will not ratify the treaty fofﬁfwmg

last April. Duterte’s pronouncement.

Salceda, who was among the first
to voice opposition to the Paris deal,
however, said Manila’s signature on
it does not mean final commitment,

for which reason it has to be ratified_ |

by the Senate.
The United States, he pointed
out was a signatory too to the Kyoto

Protocol, but chose not to become a

Party to it.

In an article he wrote last Febru-
ary, he lamented that “Western-dom-
inated media hailed the COP21 Paris
Agreement but ignored the dissent-
Ing voices from developing countries
including the Philippines.”

Ratification for the Philippines, i

Salceda said, means looking into
what was put on the table as our

“intended nationally determined

contributions which were mainly
formulated under the tutelage of

developed countries, without con-

-

sultations with concerned sectors

of our society.”
Ratifying the accord, he warned,
“may lock our people in poverty for

the rest of their existence until we

are completely annihilated by con-
tinued extreme weather events.”

An active climate change adapta-
tion (CCA) and disaster risk reduc-
tion (DRR) campaigner, Salceda said
the Philippines has been fulfilling
its commitments for over 20 years
under the Kyoto Protocol.

“Despite our state of develop-
ment, our country has honored its
UN climate commitments under the
UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol,
currently the only two treaty instru-
ments on climate change that are
in force. The Paris agreement has
not entered into force yet and 1is,
therefore not legally binding yet on
the Philippines,” he added.
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" Paris emissions cut pledge

'
s

By Victor V. Saulon
Sub-Editor

L5
‘THE Department of Energy (DoE)
is calling for a review on how the
Jprevious administration came up
with the 70% target reduction in
greenhouse gas emissions from
‘a business-as-usual scenario, as
talks continue among government
agencies to come up with a unified
stand on climate change.

- Felix William B. Fuentebella,

;DoE spokesperson, said that

the department is looking at
the country’s commitment to
the United Nations Framework
.Convention on Climate Change
as he described the pledge as “too
general.”

“What is business as usual as

far as numbers are concerned and
what is:70% of that,” he said in a"-

press conference on Tuesday at the

agency’s head office in Taguig City..

DoE Secretary Alfonso G. Cusi was

‘absent during the briefing. - x
-, The country late last year said

jltS planned emissions reduction |

fwould come from energy, trans-
_,port waste, forestry and industry
sectors ahead of the adoption of
an agreement to keep the rise in

- global temperature under two
degrees Celsius at the 21* Con-
ference of the Parties (Cop21) in
Paris in December 2015.

~ Mr. Fuentebella said the de-

~ partment was gathering the need-
ed data that it would submit to

the Climate Change Commission,

the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources, and the
National Economic and DeveIOp-
ment Authority.

Along with the DoE, the gov- -

- ernment agencres agreed by year-
end to come up with a sustainable
natmnal energy policy that Wlll

decide on the future of coal power

projects in the country.

Mr. Fuentebella said the DoE’s
direction would be based on what
President Rodrigo R. Duterte said
during his State of the Nation Ad-
dress on Monday that the coun-
try’s energy needs would depend
on what is called for by its move
towards industrialization.

“We will follow the President,”
he said, although adding that the
country’s Cop21 pledge would
also be considered. -

Between now and 2020, about
4,792 megawatts (MW) of new
power capacity will come from
proposed coal-fired power plants.

They account for about 70% of all

the new power sources in the next
four years, DoE data show.

Of the additional power from
coal power plants, 2,762 MW will
come from Luzon; 420 MW from
the Visayas and 1, 610 MW from
Mindanao.

Other projects are also await-
ing “financial closing” or fund-
ing from loans and investments

" that could move their proposed
~ plants forward. These indicative

projects are the ones most likely
to be hit should the government

come up with a stricter policy

onh coal-fired power plants, or if
indeed these will be replaced by
renewables.

In Luzon, nine such projects

are in the pipeline with an es-

timated capacity of 5,600 MW.
Visayas has about 900 MW while
Mindanao has five projects with

1,400 MW. They still outpace the

future capacity commg from re-
newable energy.

As it stands now, the country
has about 16,451 MW of depend-
able capacity, which looks suf-
ficient to meet an estimated de-
mand of 12,000 MW.

“The president also directed...
the concerned regulatory agen-
cies to prioritize the i Issuance of
required permits for power de-
velopment,” Mr. Fuentebella said,

quotmg the pre 51dent “The heavy
machineries could come in and
even the power, the cheapest is
coal.” '

“It’s a matter of talking and
explaining to them, you’re using
the state-of-the-art technology.
I've seen it several times in other
power plants in this country. If
it’s really a good one, then we will
considerit. I said because we need
energy to power our industrial-

~1zation,” he quoted Mr. Duterte
as saying.

He said Mr. Cusi had instruct-
ed DoE bureaus to list the per-
mitting process that power plant
developers go through to start

their projects.

“He emphasized that the pri-
ority is power,” he said, adding the
department was looking at each
step of the development phase
for all types of plants from tradi-
tional energy to renewables.

“When we face the inter-
agency meeting where there will

be an accounting of how many

signatures are required from
each department, the DoE should
have already streamlined the
maximum number to hasten the
process),” he said.

In the same press conference,
Petronilo L. Ilagan, the other
DoE spokesperson, said that
the department had talks with
the country’s biggest distribu-
tion utility Manila Electric Co.
(Meralco) and electric coopera-
fives to exercise their corporate
soclal responsibility by making
direct connections to relocation
sites and depressed areas.

“There is a sense of urgency on
the situation where some sectors
of the community or the nation
are deprived of electricity,” he
said. |

Mr. Ilagan said it would be up
to the Energy Regulatory Com-
mission (ERC) to ensure that the
costs incurred by the utilities

are not passed on as “recoveries”

from consumers.

“We have the confidence that
ERC would be applying this as a
non-allowable expenses,” he said.

In a statement released after
the briefing, the DoE said that
between July 8 and 24, Meralco
had connected power to a total of
2,082 households via a combined
regular service and prepaid elec-
tricity service schemes.

During yesterday’s briefing,
the DoE spokespersons also gave
a timeline for the privatization

‘of the country’s remaining power

generation assets that are under
the management of Power Sector
Assets and Liabilities Manage-
ment Corp. (PSALM). |

The first plant scheduled for
auction is the decommissioned
850-MW Sucat thermal power
plant in Muntinlupa City, with
the bid and award date set in the
second half of 2016.

Next year, the DoE is looking

at selling the hydroelectric power

plants along Agus and Pulangi
rivers in Mindanao, but “subject

%o consultation with Congress as

provided under EPIRA [Republic
Act No. 9136, or the Electric Pow-

er. Industry Reform Act of 2001}.”

The Malaya thermal plant is
scheduled to be bid out in the
first semester of 2018, and turned

over to the winning bidder in the
second half. The Bataan thermal
plant as well as gas turbines will

be sold “subject to the resolution
of court cases.”

'Mr. Fuentebella also said that
a “technical audit team” at the
DoE will look at whether there
is a need for a third round of
feed-in-tariff rate for renewable
energy technologies such as solar
and wind power. The audit would
include factors such as the areas
where more power is ne,egeigi the

type of plant and the capacity of
the grid. |

-
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. BY VOLTAIRE PALANA

\HE Phlllppme Movement for Cllmate _-
Justice (PMC]) the largest climate
- justice group in the Philippines,

wlcomed the statement of President
Rodrigo Roa Duterte that addressing
global warming would be a t0p priority of

his government.

‘However, the group ex-
pressed concern over the
President’s caveat in his State

of the Nation Address that

a global warming solution
must not stymie the country’s
industrialization.

“The current global targets
to address global warming

and climate change are still

very far from equitable, with
the rich industrialized coun-
tries pledging actions that are
very short of their fair share.
A serious consequence of this
inequity is that the aggregate

impact of all country targets -

will still condemn us to nearly

3 degrees Celsius increase in

the earth’s temperature. This is
not consistent with the avowed
goal in the Paris Agreement
of limiting global warming to

below 1.5 degrees,” PMCJ said
in a statement on Tuesday.
President Duterte said in his

SONA that, “Let us be very clear
on this: We need to industrial-

ize. We need the power and,
therefore, the emissions would
also be considered. You just
can't say it: ‘I established five
economic zones here. And you
start to say that, ‘you are spew-
ing so much carbon footprints’
Mahirap yan. I mean, it’s hard.

| cannot just agree on anything

that will delay I'm only good

for six years.’

“And [ intend to do some-
thing during my term. Now, I'm
sure that the heavy machiner-
ies would come in and even
the power, cheapest is coal,”
he said. - ' '

President Durterte also di-

P RER WAL E

PIYWER MO LE
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CI|mate group aIarmed

“call for coalin Duterte SONA

rected the concerned regula-
tory agencies to prioritize the
issuance of required permits
for power development.
“If you're using the state of

the art technology and I've

seen it several times in the
other power plants in this

country, if it is really a good

one, then we will consider _it,
| said, because we need the

~energy to powe”r our industri-

alization,” he sald
“1s President Duterte ad

vocating unhampered indus-
trialization? We hope not.

Industrialization must be
pursued within the bounds of
sustainable, rights-based, and
climate-friendly development
pathways, and not the other
way around. We believe there
are ways to achieve develop-

ment that is equitable and 1s
~ in harmony with the welfare

of the planet. That is the only

kind of development that is
- in the interest of our people,”

the climate change group said.
“We are also alarmed by the

" President’s reference to “clean

coal.” Is President Duterte fall-
ing for this dirty lie, this outdat-
ed and false information that
coal is cheap? The cost of coal is

more than the financial cost _of ;
mining coal and building and
running coal plants. Even the
most state of art in coal energy
technology has huge harmful
consequences to people’s health
and environment, which cannot .
be fully compensated for finan-
cially. President Duterte should

'know that renewable energy is

not only clean and healthy, the
financial cost of building.and
running renewable energy sys-
tems has already achieved par- -
ity with coal,” the group added.

- Meanwhile, the Department
of Energy (DOE) is in one with -
President Duterte on accelerat-
ing economic growth by imple-
menting energy pohcms that
will meet the country’s specific

requirements, especially basel-
oad capacities.
“The DOE is mandated to

ensure energy supply as the

country is still in the process

of industrialization. It should

' be emphasized that the Philip-

pines, as a developing country,
has low carbon emissions. The
country must therefore use
whatever energy resources are

available and affordable for
power generation,” the energy

department said.
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| tf the triCYCle sectol

4

-~ B EMB-NCR supports Tricy-
CLEAN. The environmental Manage-
ment Bureau National Capital Region
Director said, “One of our priorities
is education and capacity building for
transport groups, including what we
jointly call with the tricycle sector as
the TricyCLEAN program.”

Makabenta Alunan

_ON THE CONTRARY

VER the past decade and ever since the passage of the Clean
Air Act, numerous technologies on tricycle emission reduc-

tion were imposed on the tricycle sector, and yet some have She explained that education imp]
fered genuine solutions. e aredication impre-
only created more pr oblems than Of cred g | ments two provisions of the Clean Air

——— Act: 1) Section 11, which mandates
| government to make available all infor-
- mation on best maintenance practices,
pollution-control techniques, state-of-
the-art technologies to reduce emis-
sions, etc.; and 2) Section 46 requiring
SEE “ALUNAN,” A11

Meanwhile, NCR TODA Coalition
wants government to allocate even a
fraction of what the sector contributes
totheroadusers taxbackintoaprogram

Alunano ¢ o

CONTINUED FROM A10

that apart from penalties slapped on
smoke-belchers, the latter have to

~ undergo education.

For the tricycle sector, Osorio said
EMB-NCR will hold “Tricyclean” semi-
nars, together with the sector itself,
along with the support of the local gov-
ernments, in pursuance of Section 36 on
the “Role of Local Government Units” as
main implementers of clean air at the
local level and with the help of profes-
sional groups, non-governmental orga-
nizations, researchinstitutions, people’s
~ organizations, like the NCR TODA Co-
alition, as providéd under Section 35 on
“Linkage Mechanisms.”

for Tricycle Maintenance Centers based
on their specific needs, Sevilla said.
Apparently, anything without main-
tenance deteriorates fast (i,e., Metro Rail
Transit without maintenance, breaks
down easily; airport runways, roads and
other facilities, etc. will erode fast with-
out maintenance). Same with vehicles,
without maintenance, education and
the right technological intervention, the
sector’s proposalforaclean emission-free
complianceisworthatry.Sokudostothe

tricycle sector’s TricyCLEAN joint activ-
ity with the EMB-NCR regional office!

E-mail: mikealunan@yahoo.com.
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By DAVID CAGAHASTIAN ¥ @davecaga

HE government can revoke
the permits given to private
- corporations to develop and

manage huge portions of the Laguna
de Bay, as hinted by President Duterte
in his State of the Nation Address
(Sona) on Monday, but such move
could affect the supply of freshwater

fish from the lake.

Former Laguna Lake Develop-
ment Authority (LLDA) Chairman
- Edgardo Manda said on Tuesday it
is possible for the government to
revoke all licenses to manage fish
pensin the Laguna de Bay, then give
out new entitlements, with farmers
having the priority.

However, he said such a move
will immediately reduce produc-
tion of tilapia and bangus, affecting
market prices.

“That’s possible, because it could
be effected by the mere change in
policies to revise or rescind the per-
mits granted,” Manda told the Busi-

il

27 JUL 2016

‘)NE

an.-
= - r—— ‘_ ,dl;'-‘--—. -k - — o Y-

PAGE

/

= sy e b e sbr . —ye——

UPPER HALF

- gl Prm—

= e wr b odew ol P e B -

& milh " - - A P imegey age amk oy g gl

- LOWER HAU—

A -l vl S - -2

Govt can revoke Laguna
de Bay permits

NESSMIRROR in an interview.

In his first Sona, Mr. Duterte
noted that small fishermen making
aliving out of the Laguna de Bay are
left with very little area to ply their
trade, with mostareas of the Laguna
de Bay allocated for private fish pens
owned by big corporations.

‘I can see it from the plane
every time [ go to Davao. Every
time I can see that, there’s really
nothing left, and the fishermen
are complaining about their loss,
because they have very little left
for them,” Mr. Duterte said.

“The Laguna de Bay shall be
transformed into a vibrant eco-
nomic zone, showcasing ecotourism
by addressing the negative impact
of the watershed destruction, land
conversion and pollution. This is
what I'm telling you: The poor fish-
ermen will have priority in its enti-
tlements,” he said.

He then directed Environment
Secretary Regina Paz L. Lopez to re-
duce the areas of occupation of those
holding big areas of the Laguna de
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Bay, and disclosed the big entitle-
mentsareownedbyretired generals.

Not generals, but big
corporations
BUTMandasaidthebigentitlements
inthe Laguna de Bay arenow held by
big corporations, with those held by
retired generals, referred to by Mr.
Duterte, having dwindled through
the years.

Manda explained that the en-
titlements currently held by big
corporationsmayrange from 50 to
1,000 hectares of thelake surface.
“He said some corporations now
have big entitlements by merg-
ing those entitlements granted to
their dummies.

Manda, whoservedaschairman
of the LLDA during the Arroyo ad-
ministration, said some 20 percent
of the 90,000-hectarelake surface
of the Laguna de Bay is now cov-
ered by entitlements granted to
private persons to manage and
develop fish pens.

Although thelicenses of these

%

bigcorporations may berevoked,
he said the small fishermen who
willbe given priorityin the grant
of new entitlements might not
be able to fill in the resulting
shortage in production because
their capital in their individual
capacities would not be enough
to supply the huge demand for
bangus and tilapia.

Aside from the lack of capital,
Manda said all the stakeholders
in the Laguna de Bay would also
have to contend with the growing
pollution in the lake, which has
drastically reduced its produc-
tion capacity. The lake had been
so strained to the extent that its
formeraveragedepth of 10 meters
is now only at 2 meters.

Other sources of income
MANDA saidinstead of focusingon

water-based sources ofincome such
asfishing, the fishermen should set
their sights on new sources of land-
basedincome, suchasreforestation,
which will also allow them to help
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in the preservation of the Laguna

~ de Bay watershed.

Manda said one of the advoca-
cies he had been pushing is the re-
forestation of the areas around the
Laguna de Bay with bamboo, with
the fishermen in the area leading
the reforestation effort.

Manda is currently the president
of the Philippine Bamboo Founda-
tion Inc., a nonstock, nonprofit cor-
poration dedicated to research and
development of all aspects of the
bamboo plant. |

“We need capacity-building pro-
grams to teach the fishermen how
to care for the bamboo and manu-
facture its byproducts, because the
fishermenarenotusedtoland-based
livelihood,” he said.

Some of the byproducts of bam-
booincludecharcoal, bambooshoots
and furniture.

Aside from selling bamboo by-
products, he said the reforestation
and cleanup of the Laguna de Bay
watershed would also allowecotour-
ism to flourish in the area.
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| lTMPISA ngayéng umaga

ng Hulyo 28 hanggang
bukas Hulyo 29, isinasa-
gawa ang "Annual Infor-
mation Campaign" ng Na-
tional Water Resources

Board (NWRB) sa Baguio

City.

NWRB ang pangunahing
ahensya na responsable sa
mapagkukunan ng tubig sa
buong bansa. Ang mga naim-
bitahan na kalahok ay mag-
mumula sa kalapit na reni-
yon, Region |, Il, i at Cordi-
llera Administrative Region
(CAR).

Kasabay sa ANNUAL IN-
FORMATION CAMPAIGN,
tumatannggap ang NWRB ng
aplikasyon para sa Water
Permit and Certificate of Pub-
lic Convenience sa Hotel Eli-
zabeth. Sa mga interesadong
mag-aplay ng permit at cer-
tificate, hindi na nila kaila-
ngang maglakbay mula sa
kanilang lalawigan patungo
sa NWRB Central Office,
Quezon City. Ang mga ap-
likasyon ay madaling mai-
padala sa kanilang lugar.

Ang pagtanggap ng ap-
likasyon para sa WP at CPC
sa iba't ibang rehiyon ay
isang mahusay na paraan ng
NWRB para maabot ang ka-
nilang serbisyo sa mamama-
yan Pilipino.

Ang Water Permit (WP)
ay isang dokumento na ibi-
ni-bigay ng NWRB, kung
saan ipinagkaloob ang kara-

IS&EN: D947

. 49132

._W—-—

i L i
S

.....
..........
il

........
. '.:-,F;:.‘_.'.:. .

ANG INYONG

......................
g, Por e .a.~.-.-.-.;.-.-:-_:;:;:;:;:-:rg-;-g-;-g-:-: :- .....
.......................................

'. .:‘.
..'; FI'|
:

NWRB TIIHATIHEGAP ﬁ WA'I'ER
'PERMIT AT CPC APPLICATIONS

HABANG NASA BAEUII GITY

patan sa paggamit ng tubig
at ma-pagkukunan ng tubig
mula sa ibabaw o lupa (right
to appropriate and use water
from surface or ground wa-
ter resources). Ang Certifi-
cate of Public Convenience
(CPC) ay isang pormal na
kasulatan na may kapang-
yarihan na maaari nilang mai-
patakbo at mapanatili ang

isang sistema ng tubig na

may ba-yad. Sa mga api-
kante na interesado mag-
aplay, kinakailangan dathin
ang COMPLETE DOCU-
MENTARY REQUIRE-
MENTS sa Hotel Elizabeth,
1 J. Felipe Street, Baguio
City, Benguet mula 9:00 ng
umaga hanggang 4:00 ng
hapon sa Hulyo 28-29, 2016.

"Application for Water
Permit costs P7,200.00 and
P10,000.00 for the Certificate
of Public Convenience. For

CPC appllcatlon require-
ments, please log on to
www.nwrb.gov.ph or call
(632) 928-2365 and (632)
920-2641".

MAHALAGANG PAALA-
LA: Aplikante na may dalang
"COMPLETE DOCUMEN-
TARY REQUIREMENTS®
ang maaaring tanggapin ng
NWRB.
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WEAK ASEAN
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US, Japan,

VIENTIANE—The  United
States, Japan and Australia
have urged China to stop con-
structing military outposts
and reclaiming land in the
disputed South China Seain a
strong show of support for
Southeast Asian nations that
have territorial disputes with

f

Australia chide China

A joint statement by the
three allies, issued late Mon-
day in the Laotian capital of

Vientiane, ironically fills the

vacuum created by the 10-
member  Association  of
Southeast Asia  Nations
(Asean), which during its
meeting of foreign ministers

of disunity among them-
selves. |

“The ministers expressed
their serious concerns over

- maritime = disputes in the

South China Sea. The minis-
ters voiced their strong oppo-
sition to any coercive unilat-
eral actions that could alter
the status quo and increase

Beijing in the resource-rich on Sunday failed to take a

area. | | stand against China because US, JAPAN/ A6

From page Al

o thring the meeting of its foreign minis-
ters, Asean failed to reach a consensus be-
cause of China’s divide-and-rule diploma-

tensioﬂ;_s,” said the statement issued by' Us
Secretary of State John Kerry, Japanese For-
eign Minister Fumio Kishida and Australian
Foreign Secretary Julie Bishop. =~ ¥y ' e

Thgnthree me_l_;':r in Vientianl; on the side- China scored a diplomatic victory by se-

) . - . ch al—
lines of a series of meetings organized b curing the backing of its two staun
Asean, which could have legveraged the rej_’ lies—Cambodia ar}d' Laos—which resulted
cent decision "by the UN-backed Permanent in Asean issuing a joint statement on _South
Court of Arbitration (PCA) in The Hague. China Sea that 'dld not mention China by

Ruling in favor of the Philippines in a name or the arb_1_trat}on ruhngi‘ | -
landmark case it brought against China in It fell upon Asean’s three allies to rush to

their dispute in the South China Sea, the
PCA said China’s claim over almost all of
the South China Sea was illegal.

- Implicit in the ruling is that China has no

standing in its -other disputes with

Malaysia, Brunei and Vietnam, which also
are Asean members. Taiwan is the sixth
claimant in the dispute. "

US backs ruleoflaw .

- Later on Tuesday, Kerry said the United
States had no position in the sea disputes,
but he stressed the US government wanted
all parties to follow the rule of law and set-
tle their differences peacefully. '

Kerry said the tribunal’s decision over-
turning China’s claims was final, binding

and based on international law. “We abso-

lutely support rule of law, the legal proces
and diplomacy,” he told reporters. -
China, which also is attending the Asean

conference hosted by Laos, has rejected the

international tribunal’s decision, saying it
has a historical claim over most of South
China Sea. Beijing insists all disputes
should be resolved bilaterally.

Kerry, who is scheduled to fly to Manila
late Tuesday night, said he would encour-
age the Philippines to engage in bilateral
negotiations with China to resolve their dis-
pute in the South China Sea.

the regional bloc’s support.

" In their joint statement, Japan, Australia
and the United States called on China a:nd
the Philippines to abide by the arbitration
panel’s award, “which is final and legally
binding on both parties.”

~ “The ministers stressed that this is a cru-
cial opportunity for the region to uphold
the existing rules-based international order
and to show respect for international law,”

Kerry, Kishida and Bishop said in one of the
strongest and most detailed warnings by

the allies against China.

Clear broadside |
In a clear broadside at China, the state-

ment urged all parties to refrain from “un@-
lateral actions that cause permanent physi-
cal change to the marine environment . . .

-and from such actions as large-scale land

reclamation, and the construction of out-
posts as well as the use of those outposts for
military purposes.” -

China has been rapidly developing reefs
and rocky outcrops into islands In the
South China Sea, including building
airstrips capable of landing military air-
craft.
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Chmas 50- -called historic rlghts to the
vast sea was. con51dered 3I;Jsh by the arbi-
tration paﬁ‘tel The tribun
sea was international waters and the rocky
outcrops did not constitute sovereign is-
lands that would give states ownership of

the surroundmg waters cerned. -
‘ China “hopes the United States side takes
Meddllng actual steps to support the resumption of

For years, China has prevented fisher-
men from other countries from venturing
into the areas it claims, and has made it
clear it will not back down despite the arbi-
tration award, which it calls pohtlcally mo-
tivated, illegal and irrelevant.

It has_ accused countries outside the re-
gion—notably the United States, Japan and
Australia—of meddling in Southeast Asia
and destabilizing the region.

In recent days, China’s military has
staged live-firing exercises in the area and

- said it would begin regular air patrols over

the sea. It also has asserted that it will not

be deterred from continuing construction

of its man-made islands.

China seeks US help

In a sudden turnaround of Beumg S posi-

tion, however, Chinese Foreign Minister

Wang Yi has asked Kerry to support the re-
sumption of talks between China and the

led that the

Phlhppmes over the South Ching Sea; : .

On the sidelines of the Asean meetlng,

Wang told Kerry that China and Asean

had agreed the dispute should get back

onto the “correct” track of being resolved

by direct talks with the partles con-

talks between China and the Philippines,
and support the efforts of China and Asean
to maintain regional peace and stability;”
Wang said.

China has repeatedly blamed the Unlted
States for stoking tensions in the South Chi-

‘na Sea and of taking sides in the dispute,

accusations Washington denies.

Yasay position . -
Speaking to reporters in Vientiane,

Philippine Foreign Secretary Perfecto Yasay

said the dispute was not a fight between
China and the United States but between
China and the Philippines.

“We would like to pursue bilateral rela-
tionships in so far as the peaceful resolution

of the dispute is concerned that is between
the China and the Philippines. The others

are not concerned with that dispute,” Yasay
toldreporters. ~ Reports from AP and
Reuters |
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Stepping in for

% "WIENTIANE, Laos (AP)
9, # — The United States,
. § Japan and Australia
%W  have urged China not to
construct military outposts and
reclaim land in the disputed Scuth
China Sea, in a strong shiow of sup-
port for Southeast Asian nations
that have territorial disputes with
Beijing in the resource-rich area.
Ajoint statement by the three
allizs, issued late Monday, 1romni-
cally fills the vacuum created by
Southeast Asia's main grouping,
which during its meeting of foreign
ministers on Sunday failed to take
a stand against China because of
disunity among themselves.
“The ministers expressed
their serious concerns over mari-
time disputes in the South China
Sea. The ministers voiced their
strong opposition to any coercive
unilateral actions that could alter
the status quo and Increase ter-
sions," said the statement issued
by Secretary of State John Kerry
and foreign ministers Fumio
Kishida and Julie Bishop.
The three met in Vientiane on

~ the sidelines of a series of meet-
- ings organized by the Association
“of Southeast Asian Nations, or
- ASEAN. The grouping could have

leveraged the recent decision by

la permanent arbitration panel in
\'The Hague, which ruled in favor of -
ithe Philippines in a case it brought

weak ASEAN,

Japan, Australia,
US chide China

against China in their dispute In
the South China Sea.

The panel ruled that China's
claim that amounts to claiming
almost all of South China Sea

was illegal. Implicit in the ruling

is that China has no standing in
its other disputes with Malaysia,
Brunei and Vietnam, which also
are ASEAN members.

But ASEAN became divided
because of China's divide-and-rule
divlomacy by winning support

- from Cambeoedia, and to some

extent Laos, which resulfed in
the grouping issuing a joint state-
ment on South China Sea that did
not mention China by name or the
arbitration ruling. |

Instead, it fell upon ASEAN'S
allies to rush to their support.

In their joint statement, the
ministers of Japan, Australia and
the United States aiso expressed
“strong support" for the rule of law
and called on China and the Philip-
pines to abide by the arbitration
panel's award, “which is final and

legally binding on both parties.”

“T’he ministers stressed that
this is a crucial opportunity for
the region to uphold thie existing
rules-based international order
and to show respect. for miterna-

- tional law," they said in one of the

stror.gest and most detailed post-
arbitration wa mmgs by the alhes

| agamst China.
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