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[O_destroy country

Defending Gina
President Duterte defended
Environment Secretary Gina
Lopez from critics and gave
her the go-signal to amend,
suspend or revoke mining per-
mits of companies that violate
environmental laws.
He also directed the military
to intensify its support role
- against illegal logging, illegal
mining and other destructive
practices that aggravate the
“devastation of natural resources.
“I have to protect the coun-
try. Many are complaining
against the appointment of
Gina Lopez. But Gina and I -
we share the same paradigm:

the interest of the country must
come first,” he said. '
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By ALEXIS ROMERO |

“Gina Lopez and I are just
telling you: follow government
standards. Do not destroy the en-
vironment. FollowittoaT and we
will not have a problem,” he said.

The President said Lopez,
whom he described as an en-
vironmental crusader, is just
doing her job in protecting the

“environment. |

He also tasked Lopez to
draw an eco-tourism plan for
Laguna Lake to address envi-

‘ronmental issues and support
small-time fishermen.

The President hinted that
the fish pens that dot Laguna
Lake may be owned by a
general, mayor, governor and
even a member of the House
of Representatives. — With
Christina Mendez, Giovanni
Nilles, Alexis Romero |
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By Marlon Ramos and Ronnel W. Domingo

PRESIDENT Duterte yesterday
assured mining companies that
comply with current laws on
mineral extraction that they

need not fret.

In his first State of the Nation Address
(Sona) yesterday, Mr. Duterte outlined his ad-
ministration’s policies on mining, even as he
expressed full support for Environment Secre-
tary Gina Lopez, a known antimining activist
whose ramily owns broadcast giant ABS-CBN
and the Energy Development Corp. (EDC),
the country’s largest geothermal company.

Calling her a “crusader,” the President
disclosed that the appointment of Lopez as
head of the Department of the Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) was met by
complaints.

“(Lopez) and I share the same paradigm;
the interest of the country must come first,”
the President said, drawing applause from
the audience.

“I have to protect the country... There’s a
law allowing mining. Gina Lopez and I are

just telling you to follow government stan-

dards. Don’t destroy the environment. Follow
itto.a T and we’ll have no problem,” he said.

He said he had directed Lopez to look in-
to all the permits covering mining, logging
and other “environmentally sensitive activ-
ities to ensure compliance with govern-
ment standards and, if warranted, to
amend, suspend or revoke permits.”

The President said he had also ordered
the military to play a bigger role in the gov-
ernment’s campaign against illegal logging,
illegal mining and environmentally de-
structive activities.

Mr. Duterte also gave this piece of advice
to those applying for mining permits from
Lopez: Just smile and do not frown.

“She’s a crusader and she will continue

(to be one},” he said.
The Chamber of Mines of the Philippines

(COMP) yesterday expressed support for
President Duterte’s thrust against irrespon-

sible miners, convinced that none of its

Miners obeyin
laws need not
worry—-Duterte

members are at fault.

[n a statement, the COMP reiterated that
its members had always followed standards.

“COMP members have in the past and
will continue to abide by government and
international standards,” the industry
group said.

Earlier, COMP executive vice president
Nelia C. Halcon said that of the 42 compa-
nies named by the Mines and Geosciences
Bureau that had not secured certification
for ISO 14001—an internationally recog-
nized standard relating to environmental
management—only half or 21 were mem-
bers of COME

In Southern Tagalog, environmental

groups urged President Duterte to revoke
mining permits issued in places tagged as
key biodiversity areas.

‘Understands our plight’

“Here's a President who truly under-
stands the plight of the environment and
communities,” said environmental activist
Rodne Gdhcha |

Galicha is the country manager of The
Climate Reality Project and head of the
nongovernment  organization  Bayay
Sibuyanon in Romblon province.

“(But) while suspending mining permits
due to violation of the laws and policies, we
challenge the administration to automati-
cally revoke mining permits in areas not yet
destroyed, such as Sibuyan Island and oth-
er fragile island ecosystems,” Galicha said.

In a separate statement, green group
EcoWaste Coalition lauded Duterte’s “clear
stance” against illegal logging, mining and
other destructive practices, but “we cannot
help but ask him to seriously rethink his en-
dorsement of waste-to-energy technologies
to deal with the country’s trashigroblem.”

“We hope to dialogue with him and L0pez
to discuss sustainable, cost-effeétiveand job-
creating options for managmg d'.ﬂrdlscards
without incinerating them and cﬁkchargmg
toxic pollutants including hazar_ddu‘s ash, in
the process,” said Aileen Lucero, Coordma—
tor, EcoWaste Coalition. With reports from
Maricar Cinco, Inquirer Southern Luzon;

Jaymee T. Gamil, Manila
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More mining firms under review;

OceanaGoId confldent on audit

By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON -

Environment Secretary Gina
Lopez has bared a new list of
mining companies that will
undergo extensive review fol-
lowing complaints from the in-
digenous people of Mindanao.

In a phone interview with
 The STAR Lopez said she met
- with the Lumads of Mindanao,

-which complained about eight
mining firms that have been
violating environmental stan-

| dards

i ! met with them and’ they

PR TS 5 3 I A

wanted_ to stop l_arge scale
" mining in their prownces And
they were very explicit to the
names [of the compames]
she said.

Among these firms include
TVI Resource Development
Philippines, St. Augustine
Gold & Copper Ltd., San
Roque Metals, Nickel Asia
affiliate Taganito Mining,
Chiense company Shenzhou
Mining Corp., Sagittarious
Mines Inc.’s Tampakan project,
Greenstone Resources Corp.
and Silangan Mining.

Canadian-owned TVI Re-
source Development Philip-
pines Inc. reportedly com-
.rmtted human rights viola-

tions. However the com-
pany through director Kay-
cee Crisostomo denied any
wrongdoing, saying this is a
rehashed issue that dates back
to 2012.

“It was the provmmal goV-
ernment that formed a multi-
agency task force dismantling
the illegal small scale mining
operations and not TVI. We
are not driving out people
Crisostomo said.

The issues raised gamst.'

.!'1'.? ! h-ll;-!

 the other companies were mili-
tarization for St. Augustine'in | ™4

Compostela Valley, siltation
and land grabbing complaints
for San Roque Metals Inc,,
chemical wastes emitted from
Greenstone’s mine, and open
pit mining for Silangan Min-
ing.

The environment chief is set
to conduct another dialogue
with the Lumads today to for-
malize their complaints.

- The Mines and Geosciences

Bureau has imposed stricter

audit standards for mining
companies as part of etforts
to put a stop to irresponsible

mining.

MGB director Leo Jasareno

Lopez

said the comprehensive review
would focus on the companies’
compliance with the require-

ments of the Mining Act of
1995, Environmental Compli-

ance Certificate, Forestry Law,

and other laws pertaining to

mlmng

Jasareno added that the new
round of audit would look be-

yond regulatory requirements

to take into account the social

and economic impact of the
mining operations nationwide.

Lopez has subjected all

mines in the country to an au-
dit and called for a moratorium
on the approval of new mining
projects.

The DENR is set to release
the results of the audit of large
and small-scale compames
next month.

Meanwhlle OceanaGold
said yesterday it welcomes
and supports a transparent
audit to be conducted by the

~national government which
‘covers the.aspects of techni-

cal, environmental and social
development.

Ramoncito Gozar, Oceana-
Gold’s SVP for communica-
tions and external affairs, said
the company is ready for any
audit and is confident ot its
track record as a responsible
operator. OceanaGold’s Didip-
io operation is ISO 14001-cer-
tified and the first mining
operation to receive such ac-
creditation in 2015, well before
it was mandated by the DENR.
The certification contains the
criteria for environmental

management system.
In 2015, OceanaGold was

i

1
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-abovéthe mani
‘ments-under the Philippine

O‘old sonfidkent on aud 1'1"

awarded the Presidential
Mineral Industry Environ-

mental Award (PMIEA) for

exhibiting outstanding level -
of dedication, initiative and -
innovatior in pursult of ex-.

cellence in mining opera-
tions, environmental, safety,

“health management and com- .

mumty development. -
Gozar.said any audlt

would also reveal Oceana-.
Gold's 31gn1ﬁcant contribu-

unities
ror r’n.l:md

'P Rat” ﬁ'ﬁlgé Stg‘gioé

Mining Act. More notably in

-the Didipio Community De-
.velopment Corp. (DiCorp.),
which was estabhshed to
“assist the local community
‘in creating a sustainable busi-

ness through capacity and

skills development; Oceana-
Gold Sustainable Agrofor-
estry Inc. (OGSAI), its agro-. .

forestry arm that has already
reforested over 1,300 hectares

“of land, planted more than
300,000 trees. and donated

more than 500,000 seedlings
in support of the National

Greenlng Program, the D1—,

'_cfipio Mine Water Treatment

Plant, which has elevated the

-water quality of the Didipio

River following decades. of
1rrespan51bLe small scale,
mining operations that use
destructive practices in re-—"

. source .extraction and

vide no economlc bene t to'.
commumtles | -

it “Qeeana@old’s recognition
- with the Presidential Min-
eral Industry Environmental

" Award is reflective of the

"dééproots il thé ESmpany

gted fequire=-~founded on 25-years-of ‘surc-
¢essful ‘mining operations
" in New Zealand, one of the

most enwronmentally sensi-

tive countries in the world.

OceanaGold has brought

_ these same principals to the
Philippines, where it has

built a strong social license
to operate based on the en-

‘dorsement. of -the local com-
munities. The company is
- strongly committed as ever

to working closely with its

many stakeholder groups
to continue providing sig-
" nificant benefits and leaving a

ositive, long- lastmg leg.atr:y,r "
e added.

flore mininy Sieme mber revien) Cetam
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Davao del Norte Rep. Pantaleon
Alvarez outlined his legislative

agenda yesterday immediately

after an overwhelming m

his colleagues elected

of the House of Representatives.
He succeeded Quezon City Rep

majority of

Speaker

By JESS DIAZ

Feliciano Belmonte Jr., one of four
House members who nominated
him to head their chamber in the
17th Congress.

Alvarez of the pro-admmlstra-
tion PDP-Laban party recelved 251

“Alvarez has 251 in super majority

'votes against eight votes for Ifugao
Rep. Teodord Baguilat Jr. (Liberal

Party) and seven for Quezon-Rep.

Danilo Suarez (United Nationalist

Alliance). ‘Twenty-one members
abstained.

Turn' to Page 8
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Alvarez calls on House to
support mining reforms

BY JAMES KONSTANTIN GALVEZ

S part of the Duterte
administration’s crackdown on
illegal and destructive mining

operations in the country, the new
leadership at the House of Representatives
on Monday said it wants mining
companies to secure legislative license to
operate, among other sweeping reforms to

the industry.

Davao del Norte 1st District
Representative Pantaleon Alva-
rez gave this marching order to
the 292 members of the House
after winning the speakership
on Monday.

“That way, their activities would
be subject to legislative oversight
and their franchises can be revoked
by the oversight body instead of a
probably bribable bureaucrat in an
obscure DENR office if they violate
the terms and conditions thereof,”
said Alvarez. _

In his acceptance speech dur-
ing the opening of the 17th
Congress, Alvarez once again
called on Congress to support
the President’s priority mea-

sures—including the revival of

1 proposed measure to ban raw
ore export and require mining
companies to process materials
locally to produce more revenue

and stronger job generation.

Alvarez, who is a close ally of
President Duterte, said that it is
expected that the labor compo-
nent for the metal production
will increase significantly as the
development of downstream value
addition becomes viable from the
domestic production, particularly
of nickel ore.

The production of nickel metal
in the form of ferronickel and
nickel pigiron is a significant value
addition in the utilization and op-
timization of the country’s mineral
resources. It also reduces the coun-
try’s dependence on the shipping
of low-value, high-volume nickel
ore to China. |

Currently, all steel and stainless
steel products are imported into
the Philippines despite the country
being rich in the basic minerals
used to manufacture this product.

Indonesia’s ore export ban fol-

lows the same principle, which

has forced many Chinese smelters
to plan the investment and con-
struction of nickel pig iron plants
in Indonesia to ensure that their
nickel metal supply for their stain-
less steel manufacturing industry
is not compromised.

With the Indonesian ore export
ban in place, the Philippines is
now the main supplier of nickel
ore to China’s nickel pig iron in-
dustry. China is heavily dependent
on ferronickel and nickel pig iron
for its stainless steel manufactur-
ing industry.

Over the past three years, how-
ever, the Philippines failed to
capitalize on its nickel production
after Indonesia imposed a raw ore
export ban in January 2014.

The Mines and Geosciences
Bureau attributed this to poor
base metal price was brought
about by the listless world eco-
nomic growth and slowdown of
the Chinese economy.

At present, there are only two
nickel processing facilities in
the Philippines, both owned by
Nickel Asia Corp. Most of the
country’s nickel ore is shipped
to Japanese and Chinese smelt-
ers. There are also just two gold
processing plants and one for
copper processing. .

[f approved, smelting operations

would directly benefit Mindanao.

In his State of the Nation Ad-
dress, President Duterte has direct-
ed the DENR to review all permits
granted to mining, logging and
other environmentally sensitive |
activities. On mining, the presi-
dent stressed that all companies
must abide both government and
international standards.

Environment Secretary Regina
Paz Lopez earlier order a stricter
audit of all mining operations in
the country, imposing even higher
standards than that of internation-
al firms. The review covers some
105 metallic and non-metallic
mines—including quarrying and
small-scale mining. '

The DENR chief also said that
they are eyeing the creation of a
“commando group for the envi-
ronment,” who will work with
the military and the police to
go after those engaged in illegal
mining activities.

In response, members of the
Chamber of Mines of the Philip-
pines said they are ready for an
airtight audit. |

"President Duterte reminded
mining firms to abide by govern-
ment standards. COMP members
have in the past and will continue

‘to abide by government and inter-

national standards. Congratula-
tions to President Duterte on this
occasion,” the group said.
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~ Speaker wants miners to seek
ongress franchise

By Janina C. Lim
Reporter

THE House of Representatives will
push as a priority bill a requirement
for miners to seek a legislative fran-
chise, to raise the level of scrutinyon
the industry and avoiding the possi-

bility of miners avoiding sanctions

by brlbmg lower-level bureaucrats.
“As for mlmng, we would like
to see mining companies secur-
ing a legislative franchise before
they are allowed to operate,” said
Davao del Norte Representative
Pantaleon D. Alvarez in his speech
on Monday upon being elected as
Speaker for the 17t Congress.

Mr. Alvarez justified the pro-
posed change, saying legislators
will have the power to revoke a
mining company’s franchise in-
stead of going through “aprobably
bribable bureaucrat in an obscure
DENR office if they violate the
terms and conditions thereof.”

Sought for comment, Dante R.
Bravo, president of Global Fer-
ronickel Holdings, Inc., said in a
mobile message that the Speak-
er’s proposal was “creative.” Mr.
Bravo added that he will be await-
ing more details on the proposed
system of legislative franchise.

The division head of Philex Min-
ing Corp.’s Public and Regulatory
Affairs Francis G. Ballesteros, Jr.
welcomed Mr. Alvarez’s proposal

and touted his company’s compli-
ance with government rules. |
“As it 1s now, the activities of
responsible mining companies
like Philex are already subject to
enough governmental scrutiny
and inquiry under current law
and policy, and we have always
held ourselves out to be properly
transparent in this regard,” Mr.

Ballesteros said in a text message.

Mr. Alvarez also said he wants

‘miners to process more of their

output locally instead of simply
shipping ore overseas, in order to
ensure the creation of local jobs.
“This is one way to give jobs to
our people, instead of enriching
only the stockholders of mining
companies,” Mr. Alvarez added.

In his State of the Nation
Address on Monday, President
Rodrigo R. Duterte directed Envi-
ronment Secretary Regina Paz L.
Lopez to strike a balance between
regulation and the ability of min-
ers to earn a proper return: “Ay-
usin mo, ma’am. Wag mo namang
ipitin.” (Fix it, but don’t squeeze
the miners.)

Mr. Duterte also defended Ms.
Lopez’s aggressive enforcement
of her mandate, saying she “is just
doing her job.”

After assuming her post, Ms.
Lopez ordered the suspension of
two mines and asked a Nickel Asia
subsidiary to halt the transport .
to China of ore stockpiles from a | | A.ff'
non-operational mine in Samar. A WORKER pushes a cart loaded with ore inside a mine in itogon, Benguet. |
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Congress leaders bare
‘ top legislative agenda

& BUTCH FERNANDEZ ¥ @butchfBM

lead the House of Representatives and the Senate bared the
legislative agenda of the Duterte administration and the 17th
Congress “to effect meaningful and genuine change.”

In his first speech at the House of Representatives; newly elected
Speaker Pantaleon D. Alvarez said both the House of Representatives
and Senate should give Mr. Duterte their full support through the im-
mediate passage of the President’s priority bills.

“We must give the President the necessary legislations, his tools to
effect meaningful and genuine change. In sum, we, too, must be in-
struments of change,” Alvarez said. “Our mission in this 17th Congress
is clear: to enact laws that will deliver to our nation and our people a
tuture better than yesterday and brighter than today,” he said.

g FTER their impressive victories, President Duterte’s bets to

Tax reform, mining
ALVAREZ said the 17th Congress will prioritize the passage of tax-re-
form measures. “The law on income taxation should be simplified into
one imposed on gross income progressively. Tax laws have become so
complicated that they are exploited by corrupt BIR [Bureau of Internal
Revenue] officials to extort money from taxpayers,” he said.

"Ordinary individuals, for their part, choose not to pay taxes pre-
cisely because they do not understand tax laws. A simplified law on
taxation would encourage people to pay taxes and contribute to a so-
ciety that they know will take care of them,” he added. As for mining,
Alvarez said Congress would like to see mining companies securing a
legislative franchise before they are allowed to operate.

| SEE “LEGISLATIVE AGENDA,” A12
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LegiSlatiVe agendao N CO.NTINUHD FROM A1

“That way, their activities would be subject
tolegislative oversight, and theirfranchises can
be revoked by the oversight body instead of
a probably bribable bureaucrat in an obscure
DENR [Department of Environment and Natual
Resources] office if they violate the terms and
conditions thereof,” the speaker said.

‘Also, we would like to ensure that these
companies do not export the ores they mine.
Processing or semiprocessing of these ores
should be done within the Philippiries. This is
one way to give jobs to our people, instead of
enriching only the stockholders of mining com-
panies,” he added.
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Davao miner being
monitored for possible
violations, MGB says

DAVAO CITY — A mining firm
operating in the Davao Region 1s
being closely monitored by the
Mines and Geosciences Bureau
(MGB) over its irresponsible
practices, the MGB said.

MGB Regional Director Wil-
fredo G. Moncano said over the
weekend that the company. is
already “on the radar” of Envi-
ronment Secretary Regina Paz
L. Lopez, but declined for now to
name the firm or give specifics of
the possible violation.

At the same time, Mr. Mon-
cano said mining companies have
nothing to fear from Ms. Lopez as
long as they mine responsibly.

“Responsible miners... must
be able to positively contribute
to growth in the community, re-
mediate environmental distur-
bances, alleviate the lives of the
people and respect the rights of
indigenous peoples,” he added.

Meanwhile, a group of large-
scale mining companies in the
region promised to work with
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
in ensuring compliance.

Rodulfo A. Palma, president of
the Alliance of Responsible Min-
ers of Region-XI (ARMOR-XI),
said their group will cooperate
with the DENR.

Among ARMOR-XI mem-
ber companies are: Sagittarius
Mines, Inc., Apex Mining Co.,
Inc., Nationwide Development
Corp./San Agustin Services, Inc.,
and King Eagle Exploration and
Mining Corp.

ABMOR-XI said they view
responsible mining to include
“respecting the rights of all stake-
holders, environmentally friendly
loperations], embracing the best
international standards and prac-
tices and upholding the rule of law
while generating a sustainable
and inclusive stream of benefits.”

Members also promised to up-
hold “human rights, responsible
stewardship of the environment,
uplift the quality of life of min-
ing communities, promote sound,
safe and responsible mining prac-
tices and advocate transparency,
opennesss and good governance.”

Davao, particularly the prov-
inces of Davao Oriental and Com-
postela Valley, is considered to
be among the most mineral-rich
regions in the country.

Both provincial govern-
ments, however, have previous-
ly complained that the mining
industry has yet to significantly
benefit the local communities
and the provinces as a whole. —
Carmelito Q. Francisco

H‘ﬂg
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OceanaGold con |dent
of passing mlnlng audit

BY LEANDER C. DOMINGO

g AYOMBON G, Nueva Vizcaya:

) Australian-Canadian copper and
¥ gold mining company OceanaGold

Phlllpplnes Inc. (OGPI) operating in
the village of Didipio in Kasibu Town
welcomes the audit by the national
government “to prove its track record as

a responsible operator”

industry.

Department of Environment

and Natural Resources (DENR)

Secretary Gina Lopez recently
ordered OceanaGold audited fol-
lowing a petition by anti-mining
activists to cancel its exploration

permit renewal for an expansion..
Ramoncito Gozar, senior vice

president for communications
and external affairs at Oceana-
Gold, said the company supports
a transparent audit.

On july 20, anti-mining activ-
ists, together with Nueva Vizcaya
Govemnor Carlos Padilla, his wife
- former Governor Ruth Padilla and
provincial planning and develop-
ment chief Edgardo Sabado, met
with Lopez at a dialogue in Makati
City to air their grievances about
their ordeal with mining opera-
tions in the province. o

Lopez assured Padilla’s group
that she would cancel the ex-
tended exploration permit period
of OceanaGold’s Financial and
Technical Assistance Agreement

in the extractlve

(FTAA) which had been granted

by the Mines and Geosciences Bu-
reau (MGB). The FTAA extension
is valid from March 2016 to 2021.
Lopez also ordered MGB to
review the permit granted to
OceanaGold. _
“The company is ready for any
audit and is confident and proud
of its track record as a responsible
operator. OceanaGold’s Didipio
operation is an ISO 14001 certified
and the first mining operation to
receive such accreditation in 2015,
well before it was mandated by the
DENR,” Gozar said.
~ He said the certification con-

tains the criteria for environ-

mental management system,
adding that OceanaGold is also
operating with OHSAS 18001, a

certification on health and safety

management systems.
He noted that in 2015, Oceana-
Gold was awarded the Presi-

dential Mineral Industry Envi-

ronmental Award (PMIEA) for

exhibiting an outstanding level
of dedication, initiative and
innovation in pursuit of
excellence in mining opera-
tions, environmental, safety,
health management and com-
munity development.

“With this, any audit would also
reveal OceanaGold’s significant

- contribution to its more than 10

host communities that have been
over and above the mandated re-
quirements under the Philippine
Mining Act,” Gozar said.

He also noted the establishment
of the Didipio Community Devel-
opment Corporation (DiCorp)
to assist the local community in
creating a sustainable business
through capacity and skills de-

velopment, employing and ben-

_ controversial issues in the min-

efitting more than a thousand
Didipio and neighboring com-
munity residents. .

“We also have the OceanaGold
Sustainable Agroforestry Inc. (OG-
SAI), our agro-forestry arm that
has already reforested over 1,300
hectares of land, planted more

than 300,000 trees and donated

more than 500,000 seedlings in
support of the National Greening
Program,” he said.

Gozar said one of the most

ing industry is about water pol-
lution. He said the company has
mvested resources to protect the

source of potable water in af-

fected communities.
”The Dldlplo Mine Water Treat-

ment Plant we have put up has
elevated the water quality of the
Didipio River following decades
of irresponsible small-scale min-
ing operations that use destructive
practices in resource extraction
and provide no economic benefit
to communities,” Gozar said.

He also said that OceanaGold's
recognition with .the PMIEA is
reflective of the deep roots of the
company founded on 25 years of
successful mining operations in
New Zealand, one of the most en-

- vironmentally sensitive countries
~ in the world.

He said OceanaGold ‘has
brought thiése same principles to
the Philippines where it has built
a strong social license to operate
based on the endorsement of the

. local communities.

‘“The company is strongly
committed as ever to working
closely with its many stakeholder

“groups to continue providing

significant benefits and leaving
a positive, long- lastmg legacy,”
Gozar added.

Meanwhile, Padilla has formal-
ized the provincial government's
request to Lopez for the cancel-
lation of OceanaGold's extended

" exploration permit for another

five years.

In his letter to Lopez, Padilla
said that the issuance of the ex-
ploration permit extension which
resumes the exploration activity of
the company seemed to be a “mid-
night deal and very suspicious.”
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elsewhere, or end up joining the
‘country’s jobless lot.

Since assuming the top post
of the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR), Environment Secretary
Regina Paz L. Lopez had already
suspended the operation of four
nickel-mining companies—two
in the province of Zambales and
another pair in Palawan.

As environment secretary, Lo-
pez also ordered a mining audit of
all large-scale mining operations
in the country in accordance with
the Philippine Mining Act of 1995,
- Executive Order 79 and DENR Ad-
ministrative Order 2015-07 with a
rating system that go beyond the
usual technical audit criteria.

Lopez wants the mining audit
to include the environmental and
'social impact of mining as part of
criteriatodecide whetheramining
company should stop or continue
to operate, even as she vowed to
stop mining operations that cause
environmentaldamage and suffer-
Ings to people.

il
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ough times ahead
for jobless’ miners

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA W@jonimayuga

”ORKERS of mining
companies whose permits

have been suspended by

the government face tough times
ahead: Either they find another work

The suspensionwouldremainin

force until such time that the min-

ing companies have fully complied
all conditions set by the DENR.
Lopez, nevertheless, vowed to
help miners who mayend up losing
theirjobsbecause of her campaign.

‘No work, no pay’

LIKE in most companies, the “no

work, nopay” policyappliesin min-

ing, industry sources said.
When a company’s suspension

order is in effect, a mining compa-

ny’soperation, whichis specifically

extraction of mineral ores fromthe
mines, stops and employees are
subjected to go on a “forced leave,”
which means they may still receive
some salary for some time.

“If the available leave of the
workers are used up, then they
would, eventually, have nothing
on the pay check,” the source, who
spoke on condition of anonymity,
told the BUSINESSMIRROR.

A suspension order, however,
does not necessarily affect all
mining employees. '

Some companies with deep
pocketswould absorb or reassign
atfected workers to other de-
partments, such as administra-
tion department, maintenance
and others to environmental or
community relations units.

Normally, onlyaskeletal force
doing administrative works stay

behind, while others let go of
their workers until mining op-
eration resumes. “It depends on
the company. It also depends on
the nature of the suspension or-
der. If the order means stopping

a!l mining activities, it will be a
big problem,” the source added. -

Suspension of mining opera-
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tions usually takes at least six
months in case of a major offense
or violation, because it would re-
quire time and a huge amount of
money to comply with conditions,
‘such as remediation measures in
case of spill, repair of damaged
facilities, such as tailings dam, or
construction of a new one.
InZambalesalone, Lopez’s cam-
paign had already affected some
3,000 workers belonging to four
different nickel-mining compa-
nies. Thesearethe Zambales Diver-
sified Metals Corp, Benguet Corp.
NickelMinesInc., Eramen Minerals
Inc. and LNL Archiepelago Miner-
als Inc.—all of which operate in
Santa Cruz, Zambales.
Nickel-mining companies in
Zambales were told to comply six
conditions for the lifting of the
suspension order. These include

addressing issues of tree-cutting

or earth-balling practices; comple-
tion of mine haul road: rehabilita-
tion of mined out areas; deposit
of final mine-rehabilitation fund;
'compensate owners of affected
fishponds, farmlands dnd water
bodies; and repair of damaged
portions of public roads because
of their hauling operations.

To recall, the DENR had sus-
pended all four nickel-mining
companies in Zambales in 2014
due to unsystematic mining or
stripping methods.

The Zambales Diversified and
Benguet Corp., which managed
to secure a temporary lifting or-
der last year, were slapped with a
preventive suspension order early
thismonth on account of awrit of
kalikasan issued by the Supreme
Court, Executive Order 1 issued
by the Provincial Government of
Zambales and the numerous com-
plaints aired by concerned resi-
dents of Santa Cruz, Zambales.

In Palawan Lopez had ordered
to suspend the operation of
Berong Nickel Mining Corp. and
City Nickel Corp. also because

'ﬁ 9
rror

of numerous complaints against
their operation. There is no for-
mal or official communication,
yet, detailing the conditions for
thelifting of the suspension order
for Berong and City Nickel.

All mining companies also face
with corresponding fines depend-
ing on the gravity of the offense
committed. Eventually, the sus-
pension order would force atfect-
ed workers from nickel mines in
Zambales and Palawan to look for

‘other jobs.

Catching ‘tulingan’

ASIDE from the nickel mines in
Zambales and Palawan, Lopez
last week had ordered to stop the
hauling of nickel-ore stockpiles

of Hinatuan Mining Corp. (HMC)
on Manicani Island in the town of
Guiuan, Eastern Samar, rendermg
495 of its workers jobless.

HMC workers who would soon
find themselves jobless are not as
lucky. Lopez’s order specifically put
to stop the hauling of nickel-ore
stockpiles on the island.

Unfortunately, those affected
have nowhere else to go except

to go back to farming or fish- =

ing—ways of life, which, for the
longest time, failed to improve
the lives of millions of Filipinos
anywhere in the country.

A subsidiary of Nickel Asia

Corp., the country’s top pro-

‘ducer of nickel, said their haul-

ing operation provide regular
income to 495 workers.

Farmers and fishermen in the
Philippines belong to the poorest
of the poor sector.

While thereareavarietyoffish
that can be caught in the munici-
pal waters of Guiuan, it is only
during the months of March to
May that fishermen can actually
have bountiful harvest.

Beyond the three-month win-
dow, fishing is almost impossible
because of the strong wind and
oceancurrentontop of thefactthat
there are few fish to catch, except

tulingan, or tuna, which sell from

P60 to. P90 a kilo.
‘With the dlmlmshlng flSh
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~catch brought about by overfish-

ing in the area, there is no way
that small fishermen would be
able to survive the day-to-day
cost of living on the island.

A fishing expedition could
yield catch as much as 10 kilos a
day, but these would have to be
divided among four fishermen
working as a group.

Workers of HMC on Manicani
whose taskis tohaul the stockpiles
of nickel ore accumulated by the
company a long time ago receive
P12,000 a month, enough, they
say, to send their children to col-
lege, while the company makes its
final exit off the island.

Better than fishing
FISHERS of Manicani Island are

‘among the lowest-income earners

in the province despite the town
havingthelargest marine protect-
ed area called Guiuan Protected
Landscape and Seascape.

Arcenio Arcesmo, chairman
of Barangay San Jose, said HMC .
had provided jobs to fishermen
hauling the stockpiles of nick-
el. This, he said, is a blessing to
his constituents, because farm-
ing and fishing offer no hope of
improving their lives.

“Ifthe DENR stops [nickel-ore]
hauling on the island, many of
our fellowmen would be rendered
jobless. Our fishing ground is no



26 JUL 2016

DATE

Y s G IR e - s g L s )

m - el ey oy g s 4 il e gl ve e e alied e 1 napt ny sl gl B ey

UPPER HALF

Ak Aw F M A kel el R i Bl g wen LFe sl ml

Syl vl il g . e
Ll

TOWER HALF

fy

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICF I

£ & [t the DENR stops [nickel-
w %# ore| hauling on the island,
many of our fellowmen would be T

rendered jobless. Our fishing ground

is no longer productive. Sometimes,
fishermen go home with just a few

kilos, enough to cover the cost of

gasoline. In most cases, they go home

longer productive. Sometimes,
fishermengohomewithjustafew
kilos, enough to cover the cost of
gasoline. In most cases, they go
home empty-handed,” said Arc-
esmo, a fishermen himself.
Residents expect the company
to rehabilitate the mined out area
starting with the removal of the
remaining nickel-ore stockpiles.
Arcesmo said majority of the
people in Barangay San Jose
depend on the HMC’s hauling

operation and would suffer the

consequence of Lopez’s stop or-
der without alternative job or
livelithood opportunity.

“If they stop it [hauling], many
of the workers would experience
economic hardships. Fishing and
- farming are not profitable,” he said.

Arcesmo said only a few are
opposed to the hauling of the
nickel-ore stockpiles for un-
known reason. Most of those
who oppose it, he added, are not
even residents of Manicani who
would suffer the consequence if
the mountain of soil are swept
away by flood in the event of
another Yolanda, referring to
the supertyphoon that severely
affected Guiuan. A total of 171
town and cities were by Yolanda,
whichleftapath of death and de-
struction on November 8, 201 3.

“We don’t want that to happen
again that’s why we want HMC to
remove the stockpiles,” he said.
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7 acarias Baldecanas, chair-
man of barangay Banaag, said
the people themselves want
the stockpiles of nickel ore
removed by HMC because of
the danger it pose to the peo-
ple. They said removing the
nickel-ore stockpiles would
minimize therisks of disasters,
such as flood and mudslide in
case of excessive rainfall.

“We are afraid thatif thehauling

would stop and another typhoon
hits us, people would again be at
risk because of the stockpiles that
would be left behind,” Baldecanas,

also a fisherman said.

He said every time it rains,

water runoff further causesdam-
age to their coastal ecosystem.
The discoloration of the coastal
waters, he said, affects whatev-

~er is left of their mangrove and

beach forests, and corals.
Another pitfall on Lopez's order
to stop the hauling activities, they
said, is the resurgence of destructive
fishing activities, such as the use of
dynamite and cyanide.
Therampantuseof dynamiteand
cyanide had caused the destruction
of marine ecosystemin Guiuan, par-

ticularly on islands that are beyond

the reach of law enforcers.

“I am not saying all fishermen
are into illegal fishing activi-
ties. But it happened before. With

-no job and income to support their
families, they would not be able to

- send their children to school. This

hardship would force them to go
back to illegal fishing,” he said.
Sought for comment, Lopezsaid

‘those affected by the suspension

orders would get help from the
government. “We will get them
involved in line rehabilitation and
the greening of the area. We will
talk to them and ask them what
they want to do,” she said.

“I am committed to their wel-
fare. I have instructed my people to
look after them,” Lopez added.

As for the employees of HMC,
Lopez vowed to stop the destruc-
tive fishing activities in the area.

“There must be rule of law
around Manicani. Manicani is
a protected marine reserve and,
actually, the whole area is pro-
tected. My commitment is for the
people. My people already went
there this week and would go back
next [week] to bring trees and
things for the people. Theywill be
OK. Kailangan tulungan,” she said.

Lopez told the BUSINESSMIR-
ROR that her visit and dialogue
with communities in Palawan

‘'saddened her. “When I went to

Palawan, my heart bled. Palawan
should not be poor. They just need
a little bit of help,” she said.
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4K supports Lopez call
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to watch cement makers

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA
W @jonimayuga

NVIRONMENT Secretary Re-
ginaPazL.Lopezhasfoundan

allyinanewlyformedadvocacy
group, which backed her campaign
against irresponsible mining.

An antiminining advocate, Lo-
pez has ordered an airtight mining
audit of mining operations in the
Philippines, including metallic and
nonmetallic mines, such as quarry.

The cement manufacturing in-
dustry, according to the Kilusang
Kontra Katiwalian at Kabulukan
(4K), is worth looking into in the
fight against irresponsible mining.

In a statement, 4K said the ce-
ment-manufacturing industry ex-
tracts huge volume of limestone,
which poses environmental de-
struction.

The USEnvironmental Protection
Agency (EPA) said the cement-man-
ufacturingsectoristhethird-largest
industrial source of pollution in the
world, emitting more than 500,000
tons per year of sulfur dioxide, ni-
trogen oxide and carbon monoxide.

Such pollution is associated with
health and environmental impacts,
suchasground-level ozone, acidrain,
globalwarming, water-quality dete-
rioration,andvisualimpairmentand
lungdiseasestoaffected population.

Meanwhile, the group urged the

Duterte administration to look into

‘thealleged price manipulation of lo-

cal cement in the Philippines.

The 4K said the cement cartel Ce-
ment Manufacturers of the Philip-
pines (Cemap), led by former Trade
undersecretary Ernesto Ordofiez, is
to be blamed for the artificial short-
age of cement.

“With the artificial shortage of
cement, the government can’t con-
trol the retail prices of cement, and
Cemap is the first to benefit from
thesituation,” said Rodel Pineda, 4K
secretary-general. -

Pinedaalso questioned the merg-

er of Holcim Philippines Inc. and

Lafarge Republic Inc., which now
controls 75 percent of the cement
industry. This, the group said, vio-
lates the antitrust law.

"How come the PCC [Philippine
Competion Commission] let this
merger? Our local cement industry
isnow controlled byforeignersunder
Cemap and theyaremakingakilling
incementpricesbecausetheydictate
the retail prices,” Pineda said.

Ordofiezisthepresident of Cemap
and an official of PCC. He said hold-
Ing two positions constitute conflict
of interest in the merger of Holcim
and Lafarge.

“This must be investigated by

the government and Cemap mustbe
scrapped to stop the monopoloy in
the cement industry,” he said.
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NANGAKO SI DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT
AND NATURAL RESOURCES (DENR) SECRETARY
GINA LOPEZ na gagawin niya ang [ahat ng kanyang
makakaya upang marekober ang nawalang mabubuting
bagay na NILALAYON NI PANGULONG RODRIGO
DUTERTE na mapasigla ang pagpapapanatili ng kabuti-
han para sa nakararami, paglingap at kalinga para sa mga

kapus-palad at pag-ayuda sa mga mahthirap na mamamay-

ang Pilipino na biktima ng mapang-aping ekonomiya na
kinokontrol ng mga abusado at iresponsableng industriy
ng pagmimina. |

“Ito ang paninindigan ko, and this is what [ really
belicve...we cannot and we must not build an economy
based on suffering. We cannot do it,” hayag ni LOPEZ
habang ipinapaliwanag na maaari ngang nagkakamal ng
salapi ang mga mamumuhunan sa pagmimina ngunit nak-
abase naman ito sa paghihirap ng taumbayan. “At the
end of the day, who is benefitting from this? Not the
poor, so why do we keep doing 1t?”

KILALANG MATIBAY NA ANTI-MINING ADVO-
CATE BAGO NAPILI NI PRESIDENT DUTERTE para
pamunuan ang DENR, IPINADAMA NI LOPEZ ang kan-
yang intensiyon na panatilihing matamasa ng bawa’t isa
ang mayamang natural na kalikasan ng bansa. |

“I would like to keep our biodiversity and not let it be
raped by any selfish interest because it belongs to the
Filipino people,” saad ng DENR SECRETARY.

Kabilang sa mga sektor na nagdudulot nang MALUB-
HANG PANGANIB SA KALIKASAN ANG CEMENT
MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY. Nagdudulot nang
mabigat na suliranin ang pagmimina ng APOG o LIME-
STONE sa kalikasan kung kaya dapat panatilihin ng pam-
ahalaan ang pagbabantay at pagkokontrol sa proseso ng
operasyon upang matugunan ang mga requirement na iti-
nakda ng mga ahensiyang kagaya ng ENVIRONMEN-
TAL MANAGEMENT BUREAU (EMB) at MINES AND
GEOSCIENCES BUREAU (MGB).

Ayon sa US ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY (EPA), ang cement sector ang pangatlo sa pi-
nakamalaking industriyang pinagmumulan ng polusyon
sa buong mundo, nagpapakawala ito ng mahigit pa sa
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PAGMIMINA BINIRA NI LOPEZ

500,000 tonelada kada taon ng sulfur dioxide, nitrogen
oxide at carbon monoxide na may isang malaking panga-
nib sa kalusugan at kalikasan kagaya ng ground-level
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ozone, acid rain, global warming, water quality deteriora- -

tion at paglabo ng paningin at sakit sa baga na nakaaape- .

kto sa pgpulasyon.
Samantala.., HINILING NG ADVOCACY GROUP na

KILUSAN KONTRA KATIWALIAN AT KABULUKAN
(4K) sa ADMINISTRASYONG DUTERTE na DURUGIN
NA ANG KARTEL SA CEMENT INDUSTRY SA PAN-
GUNGUNA NG CEMENT MANUFACTURERS OF THE
PHILIPPINES (CeMAP) sa ILALIM NI DATING DE-
PARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY UNDERSE-
CRETARY ERNESTO ORDONEZ na nakikinabang sa
kanyang kampanya laban sa mga importer ng semento
kung saan kontrolado nila ang presyo ng kanilang mga
produkto.

“The DTI asked local cement producers to explain the
recent surge in retail prices of cement in the country and
CeMAP can explain why there are shortages of their prod-
uct in some key areas. With the artificial shortage of
cement, the government can’t control the retail prices of
cement and CeMAP is the first beneficiary in this situa-
tion.” paggigiit ni 4K SECRETARY GENERAL RODEL
PINEDA |

KINUWESTIYON DIN NI PINEDA ang PAGSASANIB
NG HOLCIM PHILIPPINES INC at LAFARGE REPUB-
LIC INC. na kumokontrol sa halos 75 percent ng cement
industry na isang malaking paglabag sa Anti-Trust Law.

“How come the Philippine Competition Commission
(PCC) let this merger? Our local cement industry 1s now
controlled by foreigners under CeMAP and they are mak-

ing a killing in cement prices because they dictate the |

retail prices. Ordonez is the president of CeMAP and he 1s
also an official of PCC and there is a clear conflict of
interest in the merger of Holcim and Lafarge. This must

be investigated by the government and CeMAP must be.

scrapped to stop the monopoly in cement industry,” pag-
pupunto ni PINEDA.

]
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INDUSTRY PINABUBUWAG!

advocacy
roup na KILUSAN KONTR
ATIWALIAN AT KABULU-
KAN (4K) sa administrasyon ni
PANGULONG RODRIGO DU-
TERTE na durugin o buwagin na ang
karte] na CEMENT MANUFAC-
TURERS OF THE PHILIPPINLS
CeMAP) sa ilalim ni1 dating DL:-
ARTMENT OF TRADE AND
INDUSTRY UNDERSECRETARY
ERNEST( ORDONEZ na nakikin-
abang sa kanyang kampanya iaban
sa m%(a importer ng semento kung
saan kontrolado ng grupo ang pre-
SYO %1% kanilang mga produkto.
“The DTI asked local cement
producers to explain the recent surﬁe
in retail prices of cement in the
country and CeMAP can explain
why there are shortages of their
product in some key areas.. With
the artificial :;hortage of cement,
the government can’t control the
retail prices of ccment and CeMAP
is the first beneficiary in this situa-
ti(:-11:,":{(:)z.'¢1r upunto n1 4K SECRE-
TARY RODEI. PINEDA.
KINUWESTIYON DIN NI
PINEDA ang pagsasanib ng mala-
laking kompanva na HOL.CIM
PHILIPPINES INC. at LAFARGI-
REPUBRBLIC INC. na kumokontro!
sa halos 75 porsivento sa indus-
trlya ng semento na isang malaking
paglabag sa Ant-Trust Law.
“How come the Philippine Com-
petition Commission (PCCH let this

merger? Our local cement industry s
now controlled by foreigners under
CeMAP and they are making a killing
in cement prices becausc they dictate
the retail prices. Ordonez is the presi-
dent of Ce and he is also an official
of PCC and there is a ciear conilict ot
interest in the merger of Holcim and
[.afarge. This mustgbe investigated by
the government and CeMAP must be
scrapped to stop the monopoly n ce-
ment industry,” q\laggjl\%lil ni PINEDA.
Nauna rito, NANGAKO S] DE-
PARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT
AND NATURAL RESOURCES
(DENR) SECRETARY GINA LOPEZ
na gagawin niya ang lahat ng kanyang
m ya upang marekober ang nawa-
lang mabubuting bagay na NILALA-
YON NI DUTERTE na mapasiglta ang
pagpapapanatili ng kabutihan para sa
i, paglingap at pagkalinga para
sa BTEB kapus- at pag-ayuda sa mga
mahthirap na marmamayang Pilipino na
biktima ng mapang-aping ckonomiya
na kinokontrol ng mga abusado at ire-
sponsableng industriya n%( pagmimina.
"Tto anﬁ paninindigan ko, and this 1S
what 1 really belicve..we cannot and we
must not build an economy based on
suffering. We cannot do it," saad ni [.O-
PEZ habang ipinapaliwanag na maaart
ngang naghakamal ng salapt ang mga
mamumuhunan sa pagminina ngunit na-
kabase naman 1o sa paghihtrap ng taum-
bayan. "At the end of the day. who 15
benetitting from this? Not the poor, SO
why do we keep doing 1"

KILALANG MATIBAY NA
ANTI-MINING ADVOCATE
BAGO NAPILI NI DUTERTE
ﬁura pamunuan ang DENR., [Pl-

ADAMA NI LOPEZ ang kan-
yang inlensiyon na panatilithing
matamasa ng bawa't isa ang maya-
mani; na kahkasan ng bansa.

“I would:like to keep our biodi-
versity and not Ict it be raped by
any selfish interest because it be-
longs to the Filipino people,”
pahayag ng DENR SECRETARY.

Kabilang sa mga sektor na
nagdudulot nang malubhang pan-
ganib sa kalikasan ang cement
manufacturing industry. Nagdudu-
lot nang mabigat na suliranin anEg
ga mimina ng APOG o LLIME-
»TONE sa kalikasan kung kaya
dapat panatilihin ng pamahalaan
ang pagbabantay at pagkokontrol
sa proseso ng operasyon upang
matugunan ang mga requirement
na itinakda ?VngI%a ahensivanlg
kaﬁaﬁa Ig ENVIRONMENTAL
MANAGEMENT BUREAU
(EMB) at MINES AND GEOSCI-
NECES BUREAU (M(GB).

Ayon sa US ENVIRONMEN-
TAL PROTECTION AGENCY
(EPA), ang cement sector ang pan-
gatlo sa pinakamalaking industri-
yang pinagmumutan ng polusyon
sa buong mundo, nagpapakawala
1tO Eﬁﬂmahigit pa sa 500,000
tonelada kada taon ng sulfur diox-
ide, nitrogen oxide at carbon mon-
oxide na may 1sang malaking pan-
ganib sa kalusugan at kalikasan ka-
gaya ng ground-level ozone, acid
rain, global warming, water quality
detenioration at paglabo ng panin-
gin at sakit sa baga na naEaaap:k-

to sa populasvon.
P p B
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Mga bundok nauubos at 3 llog patay na
Quarry sa Antipolo, ipinasasaral

DAHIL sa paubos nang kabundukan ng Antipolo City sanhi ng walang habas na
quarrying operations, napipintong mas mabilis na ang pagbaha sa Metro Manila
dahil sa kawalan ng mga bundok at punong-kahoy na pipigil sa tubig-ulan mula sa
Sierra Madre mountains.

[to ang pangamba ng mga mamamayan ng Antipolo na ipina-abot kay DENR Sec.
Gina Lopez, dahil sa muling “full blast” operation ng Hardrock Aggregates, Inc. sa
pagpapasabog ng kabundukan at paghahakot ng graba ng daan-daang dump trucks
araw-araw, mula Antipolo patungo sa mga construction sites.

Nauna rito, ipinasara ni Antipolo City Mayor Casimiro “Jun-jun” Ynares 11l ang
Hardrock matapos i-ere sa ABS-CBN ang kalunos-lunos na kalagayan ng mga
mamamayan na nakatira sa paligid ng quarry site at ang panganib na dulot ng
pagkawasak ng kalikasan lalong lalo na sa mga taga Marikina at San Mateo.

Sa “Notice of Violation” na ipinadala ni Violeta Sabulao-Faiyaz, CENR-WM Of-
ficer noong May 26, 2016, na nilagdaan ni Mayor Ynares, nakitaan ng kulay brown
ang Nangka River mula sa tributaries nitong Bibit at Kamias rivers, dahil sa pagdali-
oy ng mga putik at bato sa quarry site ng Hardrock.

Gayundin, sinita nila ang Hardrock sa paggamit ng Kingsway, isang public road,
bilang paradahan ng daan-daang dumptrucks, dahilan para wala nang madaanan ang
mga mamamayan. f

Subalit sa hindi malamang kadahilanan, biglang pinayagan ni Mayor Ynares na
muling makapag-operate ang Hardrock noeng unang linggo ng July, sa kabila ng
patuloy nitong pagpatay sa Nangka, Bibit at Kamias rivers, ang patuloy na pagham-
balang ng daan-daang dumptrucks sa mga kalsada, pagpapasabog ng dinamita sa mga
bundok, at ang kabuuang pagkawasak ng kalikasan.

Ayon kay Marcial V. Briones, presidente ng Kingsway Homeowners Association,
Inc.. hindi katanggap-tanggap sa mga residente ang ingay ng mga trak, ang pagbalik
ng droga at prostitusyon sa kanilang lugar, ang alikabok na siyang sanhi ng pagkakasa-
kit nila sa baga, ang pagbaho sa kanilang lugar dahil kung saan-saan na lang dumu-
dumi ang mga daan-daang drivers at pahenante ng mga trak, ang pagtabon sa Bibit
at Kamias rivers dahil sa mga batong nahuhulog sa kanilang pagpapasabog ng bun-
dok.

Ipinanukala umano ng Hardrock na maglalagay sila ng portalets sa gilid ng kalsada
subalit ito ay mariing tinutulan ni Briones at sinabing “kung ikaw ay lalagyan ng
kubeta sa harap ng iyong bahay, papayag ka ba?”

Kasabay nito, hiniling din ng Save the Mountains of Antipolo Coalition (SMAC)
kay Sec. Gina Lopez na bigyan ng pansin ang kanilang kalagayan, “dahil tanaw na
tanaw umano mula sa Lopez compound ang pagka-ubos ng kabundukan ng Antipolo
dahil sa paspasang quarrying ng limang mga dambuhalang kumpanya doon.

idinagdag pa ng SMAC na maraming nang namatay sa mga malagim na aksidente
sa Marcos Hiway dahil sa mga dambuhalang dump trucks ng Hardrock na kadalasang
nawawalan ng preno o lasing ang mga nagmamaneho.
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PINAKAKUWELANG

WALA ni isang segun-
do na na-bore ang au-
dience sa isinagawang
unang State of the Na-
tion Address (SONA)
ni Pangulong Rodrigo
Roa Duterte. Simple,
prangka, mula sa puso,
napakatotoo at may ha-
long kuwela ang kan-
yang talumpati.

Malinaw na tuloy-
tuloy ang kampanya la-
ban sa droga, na ikuku-
long ang' mga nagkasala
sa bayan sa nakaraang
administrasyon, na

pagtutuunan ang im-
prastraktura na naantala
sa panahon ng dati ring
administrasyon.

Marami siyang
-nabanggit na pagbabago
sa bansa ngunit ang katu-
waan ay sentro sa kan-
yang talumpatl Pinaba-
baklas na rin niya ang

mga terminal ng bus sa

EDSA upang maampa-
tan ang bigat ng trapiko,

pati na ang panibago at
pinaigting na kampanya
sa mga kolorum, pati ko-
rapsityon ay maaari nang
irekta sa Malakanyang
sa pamamagitan ng isang
hotline.

Pinabibilis na rin
niya ang proseso ng pro-
curement ng mga bagong
bagon at pag-rehabilitate
sa mga riles ng tren.

Pinapurihan din niya
ang 1sinasagawang kam-
panya m DENR Secretary
Gina Lopez na aniya ay

1sang crusader. May mga

bulungan nga lamang
na nararapat lamang din
umanong 1pakulong ng
administrasyon ang mga
nanamantala at sumira ng
kalikasan lalo na sa lala-
wigan ng Zambales kung
saan pinatag na ang bun-
dok at bunga nito ay hindi
na maawat ang pagbaha
sa mga lugar doon.
Dadagdagan din ng
administrasyon ang run-

way sa NAIA at bibigyan
ng tuon ang airport sa
Clark at ang mga priba-
dong eroplano naman
ay tlilipat sa Sangley
Point upang huwag nang
makadagdag sa trapiko
ng mga sasakyang pang-
himpapawid sa NAIA.

Nabanggit din niya
ang mga pagbabagong
maaasahan sa
at Radyo ng Bayan na
parehong pagmamay-ari
ng taumbayan.

Nakiusap naman
slya na bigyan ng ibay-
ong tuon ng Kongreso
ang planong federalism
at ang hinihingi niyang
€mergency power para
naman sa trapiko sa Met-
ro Manila.
~ Ipinag-utos din niya
ang pagwawasto sa pro-
S€S0 Nng mga permit na
sa kasalukuyan ay kuma-

PTV4

kawawa sa mga mama-
mayan at pinag-uugatan
pa ng korapsiyon.

Samantala, hinamon
din niya ang CPP-NPA-
NDF na ibaba na ang
mga armas at simulan
nang makipag-usap sa
gobyerno tungo sa kapa-
yapaan.

Sa usapin naman sa
South China Sea, pabor
ang pangulo sa mapa-
yapang  pagreresolba
sa usapin sa nasabing

pinag-aagawang  teri-
toryo.
Sa kauna-una-

hang pagkakataon ay
wala ring nangyaring
kiskisan at alingasngas
sa pagitan ng mga pulis
at mga raliyista na tala-
ga namang nakatutuwa.

Ngayon ay masa-
sabi ng bawat Pilipino
na 1sa nga tayong bansa.
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\X/e W1ll 1n1tlate
' tax reforms

'toward a 51mp1er
‘and more equitable

current fiscal and monetary
. policies, increase mﬁ'astrucl:ure  tax system. We will
spendmg, create morejobsandcut 0 personal and
 income taxes to boost economic gr wth ~ corporate income
in the next six years, President Duterte

~ tax and relax the
g’ ‘said in his first State of the Natlon Address bank-secrecy law."—

(Sona) on. onday PRESIDENT DUTERTE

SEE "DUTERTE, A2

P R

“We will continue macroeco-
nomic policies and even do better.
Wewill achieve it through prudent
fiscaland monetarypolicies, which
will translate to high growth, job
creation and poverty reduction.
[ hope to hand over an economy
characterized by solid growth, sta-
ble inflation, more dollar reserves
and a robust fiscal position,” Mr.

- Duterte said.

Atthefirst meeting of the Devel-

opment Budget Coordinating Com-
 mittee (DBCC) earlier this month,
the GDP growth targets for 2016 is

- at arange of 6 percent to 7 percent,

which will go up to a range of 6.5
percent to 7.5 percentin 2017, then
- finally to a range of 7 percent to 8
percent for 2018 to 2022.

The fiscal and debt manage-

ment of the previous Aquino ad-

ministration will be maintained,

one of the main features of which |

-~

is the dependence on domestic
- sources of funding, as opposed to

foreign sources to save on fore1gn-

- exchange costs.

The Duterte administration in-

-  tends to have a debt mix ot 80 per-

cent from domestic creditors and
20 percent from foreign creditors.

 Infrastructure spending

THE Duterte administration will .

spend more on infrastructure at a
rate of more than 5 percent of GDP,
and will prevent underspending by

the government, due to the lack of

absorptive capacity or inefficient

project implementation.

Budget Secretary Benjamin E.
Diokno announced that for 2017,
the budget proposal of the Duterte
administration will include infra-
structure spending of at least P890
billion. Mr. Duterte identified the
infrastructure projects planned by
hisadministration during the next

S1X years.

“We will accelerate infrastruc-
ture spending. We will create the
Mindanao Logistics Infrastructure
Network and other road network
master plans, interisland linkage
projects, structural mitigation to

. addressfloodingin Metro Manila,”

Mr. Duterte said. _
He said the government will
alsowork toincrease the country's
road network and use the resulting
bigger road network to promote
more tourist areas throughout

~ the country.

Traffic congestion

AS a consequence of higher infra-
structure spending, Mr. Duterte
said the government would also be
able to solve traffic congestion in
Metro Manila.

He said the government is look-
ingtoincrease thenumber of trains
andincreasethetrain speedsofthe
existing railway systems in Metro
Manila and rehabilitate these rail-
way systems to allow for the opera-
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bposting PHL growth

§

tionot moretrainsathigherspeeds.

President Duterte said the pro-
curementof these additional trains
will be addressed at the soonest,
tor which he appealed to be given

 emergency powers to be able to

purchase the trains right away.

However, for immediate relief
trom the traffic congestion in
Metro Manila, he said the revival
of the Pasig River ferry system is a
“very viable” option to provide an
alternative for commuters to travel

around Metro Manila.

To ease traffic congestion at the
airports, Mr. Duterte said he wants
to develop the Clark International
Airport to handle some local and in-

ternational flights, but a bullet-train
system from Manila to Clark should

~ be installed first to ferry passengers.

Tax reforms

TO furtherstimulate the economy,
Mr. Duterte said the government
willlowerindividual and corporate

Income-tax rates.

“We will initiate tax reforms

towards a simpler and more eqg-
uitable tax system. We will lower

personaland corporateincome tax

and relax the bank-secrecy law.
There must be sufficient income
for all Filipinos,” he said.

We shall continue inviting more
investments to create more jobs and
will undertake reforms to ensure
competitiveness. Measures to pro-
mote ease of doing business shall be
mandatory, President Duterteadded.

The Tax Management Associa-
tion of the Philippines (TMAP) has
welcomed thisdeclarationfromthe
President in recognition of his ear-
lier promise to make the taxbrack-

ets moreequitableandreflectiveof

the inflation that has set in since
the last amendment in 1997.
However, the TMAP cautioned
againstincreasing thevalue-added
tax (VAT) rates as a means to re-
cover the expected foregone rev-

A

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND lNlTlATlVF bERVICT

enues in the lowering of income
taxes, which was also a campaign
promise of Mr. Duterte.

President Duterte did not men-
tion a possible increase in the VAT
rates, as pushed by some members
of his economic team and only
endorsed the lifting of the bank-
secrecy law as a means for the Bu-
reauof Internal Revenue (BIR) toin-
crease its tax collection by looking
into the hidden assets and income
of suspected tax evaders.

Environmental concerns
PRESIDENT Duterte said the
government will also prioritize
efforts to mitigate the effects
of climate change, but reiter-
ated that restrictions on the use
of energy sources should not
stymie the industrialization of
the Philippines.

He was referring to the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change in
2015, which advocates the use of
greenenergy. However, Mr. Duterte
said he would repudiate this if the
restrictions on the use of energy
sources, such as coal will prevent
the economic development of the
Philippinesbecause of the high cost
of “cleaner” sources of energy.

As for mining, Mr. Duterte di-
rected the Environment Secretary

Regina Paz L. Lopez to reviipw"all

- mining permits and, if necefssary,
amend or revoke these permits. He -
“said the mllltary will be tapped to
Pprevent the prohferatlon of %

legal
mlmng operatlons
“Thereisalready alaw alléawmg

':mmmg, but they should follow the
“law. They should follow the go,vern—

ment standards and paythe correct
taxes,” he said. ‘

He said the illegal occupatlon

of influential people over large
tracts of land and water resources |
“at the Laguna Lake should al! o) be
o checked ‘as fishermen in thelarea
. are now. @nly left with a very | Itiw:éle

- areato make a llvmg
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MR Duterte urged Congress to
-fagttrackithe ccmntry s. shift to
I:a’ federal system of government,
which he suggested to be a parlia-
mentary form of government but
withaPresident whowillbeelected
at large by the people, but will only
have some ceremonial powers.

Toallayfearsthataparliamen-
tary form of government, would
allowhimtoperpetuatehimselfin
power, President Duterte said he
would gladly step down even with
two or three yearsleftin his term
if the shift to a federal system of
government can be completed in
three or four years.

‘About the federal system, my
advicetoyouistomaintainafederal
system, a parliament, but be sure
to have a president. [ can commit
today that if you hurry up the fed-
eral system, and you can submit to
the Filipino people by the fourth or
tifthyear, youcall forareferendum
and after thatcall forapresidential
election. Then, I will go,” he said.

“Copy the system in France, not
the pure parliament, because it’s
dangerous. It takes time to have
something like that in England. You
must have a president, just limit his
powers. Then, even if there’s still

two years or three years, I will go,”
he said.
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South China Sea

ON the territoria] dispute with

_ China over parts of the South

N | China Sea, Mr. Duterte said the
Philippines will continue to hon-
or the verdict in its favor in the
arbitration case decided by the
United Nations’ Permanent Court
of Arbitration (PCA).

spect the outcome of the case be-
tforethe PCAasan Important con- -
tribution to the ongoing efforts to
pursue a peaceful resolution and
management of ouy disputes,” Mr.
Duterte said.
~ This is in apparent rejection of
the Suggestion of former President
Fidel V. Ramos tosetaside the PCA
ruling as suggested by China when
Manila initiatesbilateral talks with
Beijing over joint exploration and
exploitation of natural resources
In the disputed territorities.
Ramos had already accepted
Mr. Duterte’s offer for him to
lead the backchanne] negotia-
tions with China on economic

rights over the disputed areas in
the South China Sea.
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By Jaymee T. Gami

ENVIRONMENT Secretary Gina
Lopez has.thrown her support be-
hind President Duterte’s plan to
probe local government executives
for their failure to rid their respec-
tive areas of mounting piles of trash.

Apparently dismayed over dirty
cities and municipalities, Mr.
Duterte last week announced that he
would create an investigating body
to look into the use of the intelli-
gence and discretionary funds of lo-
cal officials, because this could have
been used for garbage management.

In a statement yesterday, Lopez
said she would also look into the
compliance or noncompliance of lo-
cal government units (LGUs) with
Republic Act (RA) No. 9003, the
Ecological Solid Waste Manage-
ment Act of 2000.

“I understand that cases have been
filed against 50 [LGUs] in the Office

- of the Environmental Ombudsman.

If there’s a need to add more, we will
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do so in order not to cause more suf-
fering to our people due to a dirty en-
vironment,” Lopez said.

" In February, the National Solid
Waste Management Commission
filed 50 complaints with the Envi-
ronment Ombudsman against local
executives who failed to implement
the 16-year-old solid waste man-
agement law.

High time for accounting

“It is high time that local govern-
ment officials be made accountable,
especially now that we are antici-
pating that La Nifa would be bring-
ing excessive rainwater and could
put a lot of low-lying areas under
water for days,” Lopez said.

In its complaint, the commission
accused around 600 officials of 50
LGUs in 13 administrative regions
of having “conspired in committing
the violations of RA 9003,” chief of
them, the operation of illegal dump.
- The complaint noted that the lo-

cal officials had “the mandate to es-
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Gina goes after dirty US

tablish policies... having control
over the funds of the city.”

Duterte made a similar observa-
tion, in a video-recorded statement

he made on July 15 at the Philip-

pine Drug Enforcement Agency of-
fice in Davao City.

“Many localities in the country
are so dirty and yet the mayors are
not doing anything - about it,”
Duterte said.

“There is trash and garbage

around and if you have to wait for

the plastic to go inside the drainage
every time there’s a downpour and
excessive rain water, nagka-clog,”
he pointed out.

“Iwill create a special team. I will
review, including your intelligence
funds. Those funds-are the easiest
to put in their pockets. Those may-
ors who are not performing, you
make your city clean and peaceful,”
Duterte said. |

Meanwhile, Lopez noted that a
number of local governments had
already banned the use of plastic.
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DENR’s Lopez warns
[.GUs on sub-standard

ENVIRONMENT Secretary Regina Paz L.
Lopez said she will hold local govern-
ments to account for improper handling
of garbage, particularly if such misman-
agement worsens the impact of natural
disasters like flooding.

“It is high time that local gov-
ernment officials should be made
accountable, especially now that we
are anticipating La Nifia that would be
bringing in excessive rainwater and
could put a lot of low-lying areas under
water for days,” Ms. Lopez said in a

statement issued by the Department

of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR).

Ms. Lopez promised to review the
compliance of local government units .

“(LGUs) with Republic Act No. 9003, or

BW FILE PHOTO

the Ecological Solid Waste Management
Act of 2000. RA 9003 calls for a sys-

tematrc comprehenswe and ecologlcal

] '..'-L'
- 3
a &

garbage management

waste via the adoption of best practices
in environmental management.

Ms. Lopez said that LGUs that
have banned the use of plastics in
their areas should ensure the ban is
continually implemented.

“It is not enough that you have
issued the ban, we should make sure
that the ban is implemented to the letter
in order to get the results that we have
envisioned,” Ms. Lopez said.

The DENR’s move was in response
to President Rodrigo R. Duterte’s earlier
statement expressing dismay over the ,
management of garbage in munici- ¢ |
palities and provinces by effectively gp;
utilizing their respective mtelllgew

discretiohary funds. [ ol 02
In February, commissione -—
Ecowaste Coalition Rom 4

complaints against 5

1"'"--...{ .

I.OCAL government workers clearing garbage from 3 street market In Mandaluyong.

el it
“‘fka,

HALE

~

SEF Vlg:gz

.. P T L e ] e
e T mama



. |
. .

e o
: 1

PAGE

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES $

DENR warns local govts against garbage dumping

ENVIRONMENT Secretary Regina
Paz Lopez has warned local gov-
ernment units (LGUs) against the
continued use of open dumps, say-
Ing non-compliance with Republic
Act (RA) 9003 or the Ecological

Solid Waste Management Act of

2000 will be met with a corre-
sponding administrative case.

‘It is high time that local gov-
ernment officials should be made

accountable, especially now that

we are anticipating La Nifa that
would be bringing in excessive

rainwater and could put a lot of

low-lying areas under water for
days,” Lopez said on Monday.
Lopez issued the statement in
light of President Rodrigo Duterte
ordering government agencies to
go after local government execu-
tives who are remiss in their duties
to address garbage problems in

their respective localities.

Duterte earlier expressed dis-
may over the inability of mayors
and governors to manage garbage
in their areas, as he vowed to create
a special body that will look into
the intelligence and discretionary
funds of local officials.

The President pointed out that
governors and mayors could ef-
fectively manage their garbage well
using their respective intelligence
and discretionary funds.

Lopez, meanwhile, said she
would look into the matter, add-
ing that those who fail to comply

with the 16-year-old solid waste

management law can be charged
administratively before the Office
of the Ombudsman.

‘I understand that cases have
been filed against 50 LGUs with
the Office of the Environmental

Ombudsman. If there’s a need to
add more, we will do so in order
not to cause more suffering to our
people due to dirty environment,”
she added.

The solid-waste law provides
the legal framework for the coun-
try’s systematic, comprehensive
and ecological solid waste man-
agement program that ensures
protection of public health and
the environment.

It seeks the creation of mecha-
nisms and incentives to pursue an
effective solid waste management
at the local government level.

The law also calls for manda-
tory segregation of solid wastes
and establishment of LGU ma-
terials recovery facility; and
prohibits use of open dumps,
littering in public places, open
burning of solid waste and squat-

ting in open dumps and landfills,
among others. |
While a number of LGUs have
already banned the use of plastics
In their respective areas, Lopez
said there is a need to follow up
on implementation of the ban to
get results.
"It is not enough that you have

‘1ssued the ban; we should make

sure that the ban is implemented
to the letter in order to get the
results that we have envisioned,”
she pointed out.

The Environment chief under-
scored the need to raise public
awareness ot RA 9003 and the
ordinances related to garbage, say-
ing “itis only when you get people
to act on a community problem
that we will be able to address this

national concern with success.”
JAMES KONSTANTIN GALVEZ

A
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"DENR to help

Duterte go

after LGUs

over garbage
WOES

ENVIRONMENT and
Natural Resources Secre-

~ tary Gina Lopez has ex-
pressed strong support

on President Duterte’s
move to go after local
government executives
who are remiss in their
duties toaddress garbage
problems in their respec-
tive localities.

“It is high time that
local government officials
should be made account-
able, especially now that
we are anticipating La
Nifa that would be bring-
ing in excessive rainwa-
ter and could put a lot of
low-lying areas under
water for days,” Lopez
said. |

Earlier, Duterte ex-
pressed dismay over the
inability of mayors and
governors to manage gar-
bage in their areas, as he
vowed to create a special
body that will look into
the intelligence and dis-
cretionary funds of local
ofticials.

The President pointed
out that governors and
mayors could effectively
manage their garbage
well using their respec-
tive intelligence and dis-
cretionary funds..
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Lopez said that she
would look into the com-
pliance or non-compli-
ance of local government
units (LGUs) with Repub-
lic Act 9003 or the Ecolog-
ical Solid Waste Manage-
ment Act of 2000.

The RA 9003, which
was crafted in response
to the looming garbage
problems, declares the
policy of the state in
adopting a systematic,
comprehensive and eco-
Jogical solid waste man-
agement program that
ensures the protection of
public health and the en-
vironment.

The law mandates
LGUs to ensure proper
segregation, collection,
transport, storage, treat-
ment and disposal of solid
waste through the formu-
lationand adoption of best
environmental practices.

“Tunderstand that cas-
es have been filed against
50 LGUs with the Office
of the Environmental
Ombudsman. If there’s a
need to add more, we will
dosoinorder not to cause
more suffering to our peo-
ple due to dirty environ-
ment,” Lopez said.

While a number of

LGUs have already

banned the use of plastics -

in their respective areas,
Lopez said that there is a
need to follow up on the
implementation of the
ban to get results.

Cory Martinez
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2 more approvals requrred for

coal plants’ environmental clearance :

- Two more layers of approvals are
required in the environmental clear-
ance certificate (ECC) that coal-fired

power plant projects must secure for

their investments.

In a recent memorandum issued
by the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR), it
- was stipulated that ECCs must also
go through the maze of approvals
of the Climate Change Commission
(CCC) and the Office of Senator Loren
B. Legarda.

The DENR memorandum stated
“this pertains to the letter dated May

2, 2016 of Senator Loren B. Legarda
addressed to the Secretary, request-
ing to be informed of the reason for

the continued issuance of ECCs to

coal-fired power plants.”

Legarda’s correspondence to the -

DENR was purportedly premised
on “the Department’s.request to the
President to defer endorsement of

A .

‘coal-fired power pI'O_]eCtS in view of
the global direction on climate change
mitigation efforts.”

noted that “pursuant to the handwrit-

ten instruction of the Secretary, the
- Environmental Management Bureau

(EMB) is hereby directed to require in

the application for ECC for operations
of coal-fired power plants a clearance
~ from the Climate Change Commission

and the Office of Senator Legarda
prior to processing and approval of
their applications.”

The memorandum was dated June
22, 2016 but it was just circulated to
industry stakeholders on July 8 this
year, based on the stamped date in
the document.

Beyond the letter of Legarda to
the DENR, it was not clearly stated
as to what legal authority her office
should stand for in securing the law-
maker’s approval for coal-fired power

== o .

The DENR memorandum further

projects.

Legarda is a known environment
advocate and her son Leandro Le-
viste is also a relevant player in the
renewable energy sector, a nemesis
of coal-fired power plants.

‘Investors have already been
complaining of the lengthy processes
of project approvals and permit-

ting — that for one project, it could

take roughly 400 signatures before
they can even move to development
phase. o -

This is one area that the Duterte
administration has been intending
to address — to streamline project
approval processes.

On his campaign promise, he
noted that his administration would
want investors get out of government
offices’ doors with approvals of their
project permits secured in the fastest

and leanest bureaucracy set-up pos-
sible. (MMV)
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China sets up South China Sea
environment protection fund

BEIJING — China has set up
a 15-million yuan ($2.25-mil-
lion) environmental protection
fund for the South China Sea
having already spent double
that in the past four years, the
Xinhua state news agency said
on Monday.

The Permanent Court of
Arbitration in The Hague ruled
this month that China did not
have historicrights to the South
China Sea and it criticized envi-
ronmental destruction in the
waters. China rejected the rul-
ing and refused to participate
in the case.

The tribunal found that
China’s large-scale land rec-
lamation and construction of
artificial islands has caused se-
vere harm to coral and violated
its obligation to preserve fragile
marine environments.

China has repeatedly denied
damaging the environment 1n

the South China Sea.

Xinhua said the funds, to
be used over the next three
years, would initially be spent
on exploring the world’s deep-
est underwater sinkhole in the
Paracel Islands. |

“The funds will be used to

support scientific research and
development of new methods

m

LHE F"F"' =i

and equipment in environmen-
tal protection,” environmental
protection official Shi Guoning
told Xinhua.

Over the past four years,
China has spent more than 30
million yuan to protect reefs
and islets, the news agency
added.

The government has also re-
leased fish and sea turtles into
the sea six times and cracked
down on illegal hunting of sea
birds, it said. .

China claims more than 90%
of the South China Sea, an area
which accounts for more than a
tenth of global fisheries produc-
tion and is also claimed in part
by the Philippines, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan.

Chinasaysthatastheislands
in the South China Sea are its
territory it can do as it likes
there, and has heavily invested
in building infrastructure, in-
cluding ports and airports, on
some of them.

China is also extending 4G
mobile phone coverage to more
parts of the South China Sea, 1n-
cluding the Spratly Islands, the
State Owned Assets Supervision
and Administration Commis-
sion said in a statement on 1its
Web site on Monday. — Reuters
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

[ AM writing this in Jerusalem, where moving
around the largely desert landscape in surrounding
areas would make any Filipino visitor appreciate
how truly blessed our country is with nature’s boun-
stark contrast to the all-too-common arid desert
dscape in the Middle East, we dominantly see
green and blue practically all over our country. We

have 30 million hectares of land, 70 percent of which

were covered with forest just over a century ago, and
which host an extremely rich and diverse array of

plant and animal life. More than 50,000 plant and

animal species have been documented in the coun-
try, about two-thirds (65 percent) of which are
unique to the Philippines. On top of that, more new
species are discovered in the country every year than
in any other country in the world. Our animal life is
extremely diverse, with over 1,000 species of nonfish
vertebrates identified, nearly half of which are native
(o the country. Our great abundance of mineral re-
sources supposedly makes us the fifth most nuneral-
endowed country worldwide.

With more than 36,000 kilometers of coastline
and abundant inland waters, we have an ex-
tremely rich array of marine and freshwater re-
sources known to be among the richest and most
diverse in the world. Furthermore, the Philippine
archipelago lies in the “Coral Triangle,” the center
of the most diverse habitat in the marine tropics.
Philippine coral reefs make up more than one-
fourth of the total reef area in Southeast Asia, and
are recognized to be among the richest and most
diverse in the world, boasting 464 species of hard
corals and more than 50 species of soft corals
identified. All these have given the Philippines
the distinction of being named one of the world’s
17 “megadiversity” countries that together ac-
count for 60-70 percent of global biodiversity.

One would think that with all the natural endow-
ments the Philippines is blessed with, it ought to
be among the most economically prosperous coun-
tries in the world. But we are not. Qur average
income of around $2,635 puts us among the

Cielito E Habito

“low middle-income countries,” in the World Bank
definition, certainly nowhere near the top. In the
United Nations’ Human Development Index, we
ranked 115th out of 188 countries in 2015. Poverty
incidence, at around 26 percent, is among the high-
est in Asia. In short, we are rich, yet we are poor.

We are a classic illustration of the so-called
“natural resource curse” cited by many develop-
ment analysts, notably economist Jeffrey Sachs of
“The End of Poverty” fame. Sometimes also called

the “paradox of plenty,” this is the commonly ob-

served phenomenon whereby countries rich in
natural resources tend to have less economic
growth, less democracy, and worse development
outcomes than countries far less endowed. We
only need to look at nearby Singapore to see the
contrast. Is it because where there is abundance,
there’s a tendency for a small minority to capture
it for its own narrow benefit? Or does the wealth
tend to get siphoned by foreigners away from the
hands of the locals who should logically reap
prior benefits from them? Does abundance gen-

erally breed complacency and mismanagement?
The signs are there. While we are indeed a.

“megadiverse” country, we have also been tagged
internationally as a biodiversity “hotspot”—that is,

a country where biodiversity is under extreme

threat from deforestation, conversion, fragmenta-
tion of natural habitats, unregulated trade, and
low overall environmental quality. Nearly 200 of
our vertebrate species are reportedly threatened
by extinction, the best-known being the Philippine
eagle. These endangered species are now barely

surviving in the remaining small patches of forest
that serve as their natural habitat.

Forest destruction, including rampant conver-
sion of uplands to monoculture (single-crop) farm-
ing, has been the single biggest enemy of biodiversi-
ty in the Philippines. Hunting of animals, espema]ly
of birds, for trade, trophy or meat, is a major threat

to the country’s animal biodiversity Also damaging

‘is the reckless introduction of invasive alien plant or

animal species to the islands, among the most

-harmful being the giant catfish, black bass, golden

snail, various toads including the marine toad, and
the American bullfrog. Invasive aquatic plants like
the water hyacinth and water fern have also signifi-
cantly affected wetland biodiversity adversely. The
past 40 years have seen an enormous rise in risks
associated with such biotic invasions.

In the sea, nearly a third of our coral reefs are
considered in poor condition. Moreover, there has

‘been a steady decline in the quality of the coral

reefs, with only a tiny 0.24 percent reported to be in
excellent condition in 2004, against 4.3 percent in
2000 and 5.3 percent in 1991. Of these reefs,
98 percent are considered under medium or high
threat. At the same time, overfishing, pollution and
other human economic activities on the coasts have
increasingly threatened the country’s rich endow-
ment of some of the world’s most unique marine
ecosystems. Strong population pressure in coastal
communities has stretched coastal fishery resources
to their limits. Efforts by dedicated groups such as
the World Wide Fund for Nature Philippines are
very helpful, but these are tiny Davids facing the Go-
liath-like enemy fed by collective myopia and indif-
ference, bad governance and rampant corruption.

Some say that the Philippines is a rich country
pretending to be poor. I guess no one’s pretend-
ing. Like many an overnight millionaire who won
the lottery, we simply don’t know how to handle
wealth while we have it. .

* k% %

cielito.habito@gmaii.com
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‘as zem-gamage Z0Nes

LAS Pifias City -- Mayor Imelda
“Mel”
Alabang Road and other majer
roads in the city as zero-garbage
zones with the strict implementa-
tion of anti-littering ordinance im-

ing stiffer penalties to violators.

Residents and business establish-
ments along the major roads in the
city are advised to dispose their gar-
bage only during the scheduled time
at 3 a.m. and 8 a.m. daily.

Bantay Tapon Basura volunteers
were deputized to apprehend anyone
caught illegally disposing garbage and
will be meted penalty of P500 with
imprisonment ef frem 10 days up to
30 days, or both fine and imprison-
ment at the discretion of the court as

provided for in the anti-littering ordi-
nance of the city.

Aguilar also enjoined the city res-
1dents participation in solving the
garbage problem by managing their
garbage properly and practice waste

segregation at home to reduce the

volume,

“Waste eegregatlon at source is
important which is a long-term solu-
tion to our garbage problem. It's our
collective responsibility in making our

city clean and achieve our target of
,zere-gerba e in all major roads in the

city,” ar said.

Barangay officials and green vol-
unteers in the city have been con-
ducting series of clean-up activities
smce summer to clear water ways and

hae deelared Zapote-

all tributaries of wastes to prevent
flooding w1th the onset of the rainy

‘season.

More than 1 000 volunteers, called
the Kaagapay sa Kalinisan at Kagan-
dahan ng Las Pifias, in the city’s 20
barangays have been deployed to
maintain cleanliness and help in in-
formation dissemination for the clean
and green drive awareness.

‘The green volunteers also main-
tain order and beautification of the
major and secondary streets through
landscaping and creating mini parks
On open spaces.

- The campaign is part of the city
effort to efficiently manage garbage
collection and disposal with the
launched of no-plastic campaign and
war against all forms of destructive

‘environmental practices since 2013.

Aguilar likewise appealed to pri-
vate subdivision residents, through the
homeowners’ aseecmtmns and school
authorities to etrengthen and main-
tain regular clean up activities in their
surroundings to arrest the possible
spread of disease. .

Aguilar said the indiscriminate
dumpmg of plastic bags and packaging
materials into the environment and
its eventual burning in open dumps
coupled with an apathetic %ehewor of
the population worsen air pollution,

‘deteriorates water guality that con-

tribute to the shallowing of bays and
rivers becoming a serious threat to
public health and the, ecosystem.
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' Las Pifias declares major

~ roads as frash-free zones
" Las Pifias City Mayor Imelda “Mel”. Aguilar yesterday |

L]

declared Zapote-Alabang Road and other major roads in the

| city as zero-garbage zones. _
Bantay Tapon Basura volunteers have been deputized to
arrest anyone caught throwing garbage along these roads.
Violators will be fined P500 and jailed from 10 to 30 days,
she said. S D , :
‘Aguilar advised residents and business establishments
along the city’s major roads to dispose of their garbage only
at3a.m.and 8am.eachday. = =~
|  She also asked residents to practice waste segregation to
‘reduce the volume of garbaget -+~ -
More than 1,000 volunteers, called the Kaagapay sa Kalin- |
| isan at Kagandahan ng Las Pifias, in the city’s 20 barangays
have been deployed to clean up and beautify the streets by |

|1andscaping and creating mini-parks in open spaces. - |

_ ~ —Perseus Echeminada
— — M ______9_‘____7____#____J

i e
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DENR, civic groups join forces
to reforest Marikina watershed

T HE Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR)hasonceagainjoined
forces with two service-oriented

organizations to rehabilitate the

26,125-hectare Upper Marikina
River Basin Protected Landscape
(UMRBPL), one of Metro Manila's
sources of water supply.

Around 120 volunteersfromthe
Rotary Club of Makati-Rockwell
(RCMR) and the Career Executive
Service Board (CESB) trooped to
an upland barangay within the
UMRBPL early Saturday morning
to plant some 2,000 native tree
seedlings.

The activity was part of the com-

mitment of the RCMR and CESB to
help the DENR address the loss of
forest coverin UMRBPLduetoillegal
activities, like slash-and-burn farm-
ing, charcoal making and timber
poaching. The two groups have been
partners of the DENR since 2010.

This is the second time that the
RCMR and CESB volunteers have
conducted reforestation activities
in Sitio San Ysidro in Barangay San
Jose, Antipolo City, to fulfill their
commitment to reforest at least
7 hectares of open and denuded
forestland allotted by the DENR
under the National Greening Pro-
gram or NGP. |

The tree-planting activity was
led by DENR Undersecretary Jonas
Leones, RCMR President Kris Gorra
Dancel and CESB Executive Director
Ma. Anthonette Allones.

The effort was an offshoot from
the success the tripartite partner-
shiphadin the roadside greening of
the South Luzon Expressway, which
saw the planting of some 18,423

tree seedlings from 2010 to 2014,
covering a combined distance ot 40

kilometers. The effort posted a sur--

vival rate ranging from 70 percent
to 95 percent based on the monitor-

.........

ing report of the DENR-Region 4A
office in Calamba, Laguna.

Volunteers from the Region 4
office of the Department of Public
Works and Highways (DPWH), led
by Cavite District Engr. Arthur Pas-
cual Jr., also took part in the event.

In October last yedr the volun-
teers planted some 1,000 native
fruit-bearing and forest trees in
thearea, covering 2 hectaresofland
and has an elevation of 350 meters
above sea level.

Anchored on the theme pre-
venting disasters and provid-
ing livelihood, the tree-planting
project in UMRBPL has some 20
households beneficiaries, each
consisting of as many as three
families, who were hired to con-
duct maintenance and protection
activities on the planted areas.

The beneficiaries are also enti-
tled to harvest the fruits from the
trees planted and grown at the site.

The UMRBPL s considered one of
the most important protected areas
beingsupervisedbythe DENR,asthe
watershed is a major source of water
for Metro Manila and nearby areas.

The river basin was placed un-
der the administrative jurisdiction
and control of the DENR by virtue
of Presidential Proclamation 296
issued in 2011. The entire area
covers the upper reaches of the Ma-
rikina watershed in the province of
Rizal, straddling Antipolo City and
the towns of Baras, Rodriguez, San
Mateo and Tanay in Rizal province.

The flooding in Metro Manila
and other nearby low-lying ar-
eas during Tropical Storm Ondoy
(international name Ketsana) in
2009 exposed the extent of forest
loss and degradationin UMRBPL,
fueling public-private partner-
ships on rehabilitating the wa-
tershed to prevent similar occur-
rences in the future. PNA
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Stop DENR
‘corruption,’
green groups
urge Lopez

ByDelfinT. Mallari Jr.
Inquirer Southem Luzon

LUCENA CITY--—Enwronmen-f
talists have welcomed Environ-
ment Secretary Gina Lopez’s:
plan to enlist former police and.
military personnel as part of an;
Intensified war against illegal
loggers in the country, but they'

urged her first to stop “ram-,i

pant” corruptlon among en-,

forcers involved in- forest pro-;
tection in her department. “’

“She should start her house;-

cleanmg Stop the corruptloni
in the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources.
first,” Fr. Pete Montallana who
heads the Save Sierra Madre
' Network Alliance (SSMNA)

» said on Thursday |

‘SSMNA is a network of m—j |

" digenous peoples’ groups, non-
' government organizations, reli-

~gilous and other individuals.
- working for the conservation:

and protection of the Sierra

Madre, which stretches from:

Quezon to Cagayan provinces.!

Itis home to the iargest remain-|

Ing tract of old-growth trop 1cal
rainforest in the Ph111pp1nes é

Lopez had said the proposed!

law-enforcement. team would:
‘be .patterned after the pohces

hlghly trained special weapons
and tactics (SWAT) umt |

“Timely response’ |

Montallana called the secre-
tary’s plan a “timely response to~

protect and save of what re—n

mains . of the country’s fraglle
forest,” referring to the Slerra
Madre mountain ranges. . :

“We fully agree with [Lopez’ s]u
plan to form -a-strike force. But-
she should first stop the con-~

e Sl w

‘nivance between forest destroy—

ers and law enforcers,” Sald*
Glenn Forbes, area director of%
Tanggol Kalikasan, a public m-i
terest law office with advocacy
on environmental protectlon !

Forbes cited his group’s find-
ings that some personnel fromu
the DENR, Department of Justice, i

- police, military and even commu-~

nist rebels, were protecting ﬂlegal
loggers and their financiers. ;

He identified northern Que-:
zon, Montalban and Tanay mi
Rizal province, and the provmces
of Aurora, Isabela and Cagayan*
as illegal logging hotspots. !

Illegal loggers use the Unuray

River, which connects Aurora*

and Quezon and ends at thet
mouth of Pacific Ocean in Inf

~'ta town in Quezon, to: transport'
logs felled from the Slerra

Madre, Forbes said.

After its construction was*-

completed in early 2014, the
Umiray Bridge provided easy ac-
cess to the mountain and opened
another route to the transport of:

- illegal forest resources, environ-:
mental advoeates said. f

Commemal fishers '

‘Forbes urged Lopez to also*
wage war against com_mermal‘

‘fishers who continue to use de-

structive ﬁshmg anlements--
and methods in Lamon and
Tayabas bays. .
- He said small fishermen had'
been complaining about thelr'
dwindling catch because of‘
commercial trawl ﬁshmg o

Montalland said he had ini-/
tial reservations about Lopez’ s

appointment to head the DENR

‘due to her connection with a gi-

ant media conglomerate and for:
being a member of an 1nﬂuen--
tial clan involved in varied bus1-
ness interests. ‘-

“But she is now the DENR

secretary, and we have to deali_

with it. President Duterte chose'
her and we all have to respect,
that,” he said. ’

Montallana praised Lopez s3
firm stance against mining as’
commendable. “She needs all:
the support ” he sa1d o

,

IJPPER HALF

LOWER HALF




rul o,

BRI e A e
A= = .
AT
IR R

LTI bl S L.

ok 11 5 —ur LT L i N MR- M I
= - -‘.‘.};‘ﬂd ﬁd.;;.""‘ _l.:.ﬂ':- :._..-.I-. lln. ""...F"' r:i'l. - Bl
oy ey s ey - "o e e
i o _ Ty i

VICE Pres:dent Lem Robredo and villagers negotlate a steep trail on their way to a consultation in the

"'P""'l"‘l’r"'t""""*‘l’l't""‘:‘.."‘""“"'"" "r"'f":l s e T 1' T -r—--—r;: -1-.-? -nr-r-#ﬂt-rvqrr""“ﬂ** Bt | F'“"" -r'_---r-'"r*-*—m_h 'I“"‘T ! ﬁ
R t-"._'- - - T S A W -

bl |
r . - L |
) oo - - " - . .
14 . [ ", Ca ‘ it - : T . 4 . u
a H Taatam , - . - |_"- . a '
- . - . -
, et . 7 RS 5 2 .,
1 - ,'_' % hoo- T :
4, - |.": . . s ro_. b \
! Lo "\._’_ L " '
- n'J'"';., '_. I . "_ RN b,
. . - [ b s ' H
" N ] i (LTS . .

"I'_' .!1
]

*..:,"v ¥

DATE

PAGLE

remote community of Zone 4 in Barangay Del Rosario in Ocampo, Camarmes Sur province, on Saturday

Leni pushes ‘laylayan’ meetings

By ]uan Escandor jr.
Inquirer Southern Luzon

OCAMPO, Camarines Sur—De_-
spite the drizzle, she trekked
more than three kﬂometers to

the upland village of Del Rosario .
here and met with 49 families

living inside the national park of
Mt. Isamg on Saturday.

Vice President. Leni Robredo':

was keeping her promise during
the recent election campmgn to
visit people on the margins (“lay-
layan”) of society on weekends
and directly consult them about
their needs which she, in' turn,

would refer to concerned gov-

ernment agencies on weekdays.

For 45 minutes,

redo
walked through an, upW,grd trail
between bushes and’ _goconut
trees on the shoulders of:Mt. Is-
arog - as one of her “laylayan
‘events.” She was accompanied
by Del Rosario’s baranga,jfEhalr
‘Francisco Buenavente, and a
coterie of members of the Presi-

dentlal Security Group.
" The country’s second highest

elected official and her staff met |
the mountam dwellers w hy

—_—
[

pared boﬂed bananas and yia

coconuts at a makeshift chap___‘_lr;

Robredo acted as faahtator

|

- Buenavente pre sented to the
Vice President the infrastructure
needs of his village before the
consultation meeting. But Robre-
do told the residents that build-

_ing facilities inside the naunnal

park was prohibited by law.

~ She encouraged them to find .
- landowners at the boundary of
| “areas controlled by the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natu-
ral Resources (DENR) where

they may be allowed to build
their houses. She said she
would coordinate with the

.DENR in laying down- an envi-

ronmental program with the
villagers actively participating
to protect and reforest areas as.

'stakehelders and guardians.

UPPER HALF

LOWER HALF

Dapilo Llanera, a barangay

- councilor and officer-in-charge
of its Zone 4, said illegal loggers'

were stlll active there. _
Del Rosano residents, num-

' bering about 300, rely on grow-

ing vegetables, root crops and
abaca for their livelihoogd. Some-

'umes, they work in sugarcane

- L e .

plantatlons in the lower portion

- of the village in February,March,
' May and June, .each receiving

P150 to P180 in daily wage.
Llanera said some of the

children had stopped going

to school because they live

~more than 3 km away from
- the elementary school at the

village center.
Robredo said the Department

| ..of .Education. could not really
- build a sehool there because the

£30% 0 Ay mRv g

number of children was not

enough to meet the require-
‘ment for school establishment

aside from the place being part
of the national park.
She said she could recommend

z to the Depattment of Public
- Works and Highways to build a
road that can be used by tricycles

to bring the children to school.
Consolacion Hamer, 69, re-

‘vealed that when typhoons

strike, people would run to a

‘nearby cave for shelter. This

surprised Robredo, who ad-
vised them to always heed the
government’s typhoon advisory
and to follow the order where
they should seek shelter.
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No stoppmg glam
‘and glitz in Sona NO StOpplng glam
~ and glitz in Sona

By CathyCanares Yamsuan |

PRESIDENT Duterte set a slmple tone for
his inaugural State of the Nation Address
(Sona) to Congress by ordering the event
stripped of its trademark swank and opu- | i
lence, but that did not deter guests from '

making an eﬁort to look memorable as they

- NOSTOPPING/AI7

FrompageAl

entered the House of Representa-
‘tives yesterday. -

Actress Gretchen Barretto was
amon the first to arrive with'part-
ner Antonio “Tonyboy” Cojuangco
in a black and off-white ensemble
from Inno Sotto that apparently
‘took its cue from Christian Dlor’s
1postwar New Look.

Barretto donned a fitted long-
sleeved blouse accentuated with a
black ribbon as belt, a dramatic
black ankle-length skirtand
pointy black heels. =

Sen. Loren Legarda posed for

iselfles in a fuchsia tunic coat with _

okrr—msprred embroidery galva-

mzed by Maranao motif that was
rnade by Len Cabili of Filip+Inna.

'She carried a crocheted bag from
Bauang, La Union province, and

3~ore shoes by Tish Sevilla.

‘Sen. Nancy Binay was in a mid-

ll‘nght blue knee-length dress by
gandy Ortiz. She carried an ikat-
esigned structured bag and wore
‘black sling backs.
Sen. Grace Poe wore an off-
white, knee-length dress with
sampaguita blooms embroidered
“on the bodice. Her dress was
made by Paul Cabral, who also
created the outfits she had worn
“to previous presidential address-

.- The mstructron to wear “busi-
ess casual attire” was handed.
own by the leadership of the
ouse days before. It was implied
hat Mr. Duterte himself ordered

%he budget: scaled down and

fuests told to leave the posh |
fpowns and designer clothes at | l
| tllome -

o “_OWDSJ,,

¢ Inthe past, many of the Dromi-

$ant women who attended the an-

‘#ual event considered itan oppor-
- -umty to face off in fashion feath-

$rs, 1o the consternation of con-
8 ewatwe observers.

% This time, instead oflong
women guests were.asked

? omer blackmldl length busr—
hess suit that flatte red her svelte

| flgure . |
» Sen. Risa Hontiveros cameina _'

body-hugging short-sleeved
white dress with a delrcate lace
bodlce and nude heels.

Leyte Rep. Lucy Torres Gomez
‘entered the House also wearing a
bilack body- hugglng shift dress
with short sleeves and nude
heels, But Gomez appeared to be

headed to her office to change for-

the event. .

« New Leyte Rep. Yedda Marie
Romualdez got away with a fabu-
jous Cary Santiago pink terno
With a knee-length skirt. It fea-
tured a peplum-and an attractive
cabbage rose on the left side of

~ the bodice.

Former Sen Nikki Coseteng
wore a floor-length vintage Patis
Tesoro pifia jusi caftan accented
by a turquoise choker. She said it
was 25 years oid and had seen ac-

-~ 4jon since-her days as-a legislator.

< Sen. Leila de Lima wore an eye-
atching earth-toned blouse and
sklrt ensemble topped with her
sigriature shawl.
# Environment Secretary Gina
Lopez was French chicina bottle
_ J@reen business suit she wore with

@magenta shawl and gold strappy
-wedges. ~

" blouse with puffed sleeves.

- an A-line’ black skirt, pearls and
@ open-toe heels.

| Vintage terno

Red carpet favorite Tootsie An-
‘gara, wife of Sen. Edgardo “Son-

New Batangas Rep. Vilma San- ¢t transgender solon

tos covered a strapless knee-
length sheath with a pina just

L egislative spouses who. previ-

~ ously wowed in the red carpet strlI\

made their marked entrance yes-
terday. | |

gthelgm Heart Evangelista wife of Sen.
" Francis “Chiz” Escudero, wore an

off-the-rack off-white business
suit from Massimo Dutti that she
accessorized with pearl earrings
and a white Hermes clutch.
Taguig Mayor Lani Gayetano,

« wife of Sen. Alan Cayetano, wore

a richly embroidered blouse over

ny” Angara Jr., wore a vintage
green knee-length terno with a

" bodice of reworked Muslim fabnc

and floral apphques |
Former actress Dina Bonne\ne

wife of Rep. Deogracias Savellano

of llocos Sur, donned-a gray print-

ad blazer on top of an electric blue

dress while a glowing Bocaue
Mayor Joni Villanueva, wife of

‘Cibac Rep. Sherwin Tugna, wore a
simple off-white blouse with stark
black embroidery on the left chest

and simple back pants.

" Businesswoman and INQUIRER
.Ln‘estyle columnist Audrey Zubiri,
wife of Sen. Juan Miguel Zubiri,
was.among the few who kept 10

“the Filipiniana theme of previous

o

Bataan Rep. Geraldine Roman,

the Philippines’ first transgender
~ congresswoman, also kept the

Filipiniana tradition with her
emerald Maria Clara dress. -

Ifugao Rep. Teodoro Bagurlat
had the most dramatic entrance,

mg in barefoot andanearng.

th ‘tostume of his tribgtok=
press pride in his heritage.

President Duterte arrivedina
helicopter at 3:30 p.m. wearinga
white barong Tagalog over black
pants, with the sleeves of the
Philippine formal men’s shlrt
rolied up.

Celebrity fllmmaker Brillante
Mendoza laid out a no-drama pro-
duction, showing Mr. Duterte as

he was, under subdued lighting

and without visual aids.

There was a script, according

to Jose Apolinario Lozada Jr.,

who advises Mr. Duterte on for-
eign affairs, but the maverick
President deviated from it to ex-
pound on major-points inhis
speech and give instructions to
the teleprompter technician in
Visayan-accented Filipino.
Presidential Communications
Secretary Martin Andanar on
Sunday said Mr. Duterte’s speech
made him cry when he read it in
draft, but yesterday the President,

‘knawn less for rousing speeches

and more for entertaining, un;
scripted and usually profamty

" laden remarks, sent his audience

yawning or giggling or laughing,
but also clapping. With reports

_presidential addresses with a knee-  enm DJ Yap and Reuters

length Maria Clara-inspired outfit.

//
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TO THE NATION

By Eiren Montano

PRESIDENT. Rodrigo.

Duterte yesterday said in’

his first State of the Na-
tion Address (SONA)

“vindictiveness is not in
~ my system”, but prom-
ised tifat “those who do
betrayed the people’s
trust would have their
day in court.”

“We cannot move for-
ward if we allow the past
to pull -us back. Finger-
pointing is not the way,”

Duterte said as he began

his SONA at the Batasang
Pambansain QuezonCity.

“This is why I will not
waste precious time on

dwellingonthesinsofthe

pastorblaming thosewho
are perteived to be’ re-
spon51ble for the mess that

we are in and suffering

from,” he said pointedly
referring te his predeces- -

sor who had on many oc-

casions lamented that he
had inherited many prob-

lems from the previous

administration.

President Duterte not-
ed that focus must be on
the presentand the future,
and that the country must
only look back to the past
to “maybe extractalesson
from these errors.”

But he made it clear

that those who do wrong'

will be held accountable.

“Lest 1 be misunder-

stood, let me say clearly
‘that those who betray the

people’s trust shall not go -

unpunished and they will
havetheirdayincourt,” he
said.

DATE
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CEASEFIREWITH
REDS

Duterte announced in
his speech that he had de-
clared a unilateral cease-
fire with the Reds in line
with his administration’s
bid to end communist in-
surgency.

Duterte made the an-

noyncement ahead of his .

administration’s first for-
maltalks with communist
rebels from August 20 to
August 27 in Oslo, Nor-
way.

A unilateral ceaseflre
on the part of the govern-
ment means the military
will halt offensive opera-
tions against communist
rebels. |

The Communist Party
of the Philippines (CPP),
led by ip foundet. Jose

Maria:Sison; earlief indi- -
- cated thatitwgs willing to-

stop offensive Operations
during the'peace-talks.
~ Presidential peace ad-
viser JesusDuweza earlier
said that some 11 de-
tained leftist leaders will
be freed so they can par-
ticipateinthe peace talks.
Theleftistmovement’s
demand forthe release of
pohtlealdetanm result-
ed in the breakdown of
thegroup ‘stalkswith the
previous administration
of President Benigno
Aqumo HI.

The Aquino adminis-
tration had said there
was no way of verifying
who was qualified for
release under the Joint
Agreement on Safety
and Immunity Guaran-
tees (JASIG), as the dis-
kette containing their
names got corrupted
over time.

The JASIG is a mecha-
nism which grants CPP-
New Pedple’s Army-Na-
tional Democratic Front

- (CPP-NPA-NDF)leaders

immunity and protection
while peace negotiations
areongoimng.
Theleftistleaderswere
detained for various crim-
inal charges, but the NDF

‘insisted that the charges

were all made up.
Duterte vowed to re-

-spect human rights but

warned that such rights

should notbemadeasan -

excuse to “destroy thef
country.” :
Duterte’s relentless
campaign against crimes
and theillegal drug trade
has come under fire from
critics that the “war’ has
cost too many casualties.
Unfazed by criticism
the President said in his
speech “human rights
must work to uplift hu-
man dignity, but human

rightscannotbeusedasa
shield or an excuse to,

destroy the country.” -

Dutertehas marcl'ung
erders to authorities to

killdealersand druglords.
if they fight instead: of

‘surrender to finally put

an end to the drug men-
ace.

Inhis SONA however

Duterte sought to allay
concerns about human

rights abuse, vowing that
his admm;stratlen “shall
be semnive to the state’s

obligation topromoteand
protect, fulfill_ human

rights of citizens, espe-

cially the poonmargmal-

ized and wilneraBle? -

!

‘Social justice will be

pursued evenas the rule of
law shall at all times pre-
vail,” he added.

EMERGENCY POWERS
AND FEDERALISM
Turning to the traffic
probleminMetroManilahe
called on Congress to grant
him emergency powers to

fix the situation even as he -

made a strong pitch for a
shift to a federal form of
government.
Straying from his pre-
pared speech, Duterte
urged Congress to hurry
up and push for a federal
form of government in the
next couple of years before

“he steps down from office
in 2022. |

“You call for a referen-
dum and then a presiden-
tial election and I will
go...Youmusthave a pres-
ident, wala na akonun. Do
not worry about me. I do
not have much ambition,”
the President said.

“Nanalo nga ako, hindi
ko alam kung bakit nandi-
to ako. Dati nandoon lang
~ako,” he added, eliciting
laughter from the lawmak-
ers and the rest of his audi-
ence.

IPPER MALE
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Dutertealso urged law-
makers to grant him emer-
gency powers in order to
address the monstrous
Metro Manila traffic prob-
lem, pointing out that the
situation needs an imme-
diate solution.

“Alam naman ninyona
sagad na. If you give it,
fine. If not, we will take the
longer-route. Slowly,” the
President said.

“I assure you, this will
beacleangovernment,” the
President stressed as he
dispelled doubts from law-
makers that granting emer-
gency powers would lead
to graft and eorruption.

Earlier, transportation

.‘ Secretary Arthur Tugade

said proposed emergency
powers include favoring
directcontracting over pub-

“lic bidding for transporta-

tion-related projects, open-
ing private subdivision
roadstotraffic,and remov-
ing transport terminalsand
public markets located on
busy highways.

Tugade bared that Du-
terte has drafted several
measures to ease crippling
tratfic, even before Con-
gress grants him “special
powers.”

Duterte earlier cited the
traffic nightmare in Metro

Manila as he apologized
tordeclining invitationsto
serveasguesthonorinvar-
ious events.

A study by the Japan
International Cooperation
Agency found that the
country loses P2.4 billion
daily due to heavy traffic
in the metropolis.
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ILLEGAL LOGGERS,
MINERS

Duterte also ordered. |

the Armed Forces to go
after illegal miners and
loggers.

“Inthe areaofenviron-
ment, the military is di-
rected to intensify its sup-
port role against illegal
logging, illegal mining..
and other destructive

practices that aggravate

the devastation of our nat-
ural resources,” Duterte
said. |

“I have to protect the
country... The interest of
the country must come
first,” he added.

Defending theappoint-
ment of natural resources
protection advocate Regi-
na Paz “Gina” Lopez as
the Secretary of the De-
partment of Environment
and Natural Resources
(DENR), he called her a
“crusader” for the envi-
ronment.

Lopez, anenvironmen-
talist and a staunch anti-
mining advocate, accept-
ed the post on June 21,
taking it as an “opportu-

nity to make something

good happen to this coun-
“Gina Lopez and 1 are
just telling you... do not
destroy the environment.
Follow (the laws) to a T,
wala tayong problema.
Just pay the correct taxes,
follow the standards,”
Duterte said.

“The DENRisdirected
“to review all permits di-
rected to mining, ensure
compliance with govern-
ment standards and if
warranted; amend, sus-
pend, or revoke permits,”
he added.

SOUTH CHINA SEA
ISSUE
On the country’s terri-
torial dispute with China
Duterte said he would

“strongly affirm and re- -

spect” the outcome of an
international court’s rul-

ing that junked China’s

rich waters in favor of the
Philippines.

He said the decision of
the Permanent Court of

Arbitration (PCA) would

. help end the South China
Sea disputes. g

“With regard to the

© West Philippine Sea, oth-

vast claims in resource- .-erwiseknownas

Chinasea,
we strongly affirm and
respect the outcome of the

OPPER HALF

LOWER HALF
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case before the PCA as an
importang contributionto
‘the ongoing efforts to pur-
sue a peaceful resolution
and management of our
disputes,” the President
said. o o

Chinese Ambassador
Zhao Jianhua was seen
among the ~audience,

which included top gov-
ernment offictals and dip-
lomats. o |
Former President Fidel
V. Ramos has already ac-
cepted Duterte’s offer for
him to be his “special en-
voy” to China after the
landmark ruling of The
Hague-based court.
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Billions of euros, US
dollars for fossil fuel are

being diverted to green,
sustainable business

o Gecilio T. Arillo
__ DATABASE

THE prestigious Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Re-

search (PIK) and its powerful copartners are expected in
the next few days to announce some of the best strategies to

PR TR TR T T

divert huge US dollar and euro capital from fossil fuels (coal, gas and
oil) industries to green innovation and sustainable business.

While [ was writing this column
on Sunday, Berlin joined other Eu-
ropean capitals Stockholm, Paris,
Copenhagen and Oslo in making
a powerful, public rejection of the
fossil fuel industry.

Officially, the Berlin House of
Representatives adopted a new in-
vestment policy, banning coal, oil
and gas companies from the city’s
€750-million pension fund, which
includes shares in companies, such
as RWE, E.ON and Total.

The diversion of capital from
fossil-fuel industries is a new ap-
proach to reducing greenhouse-gas
emissions, which could turn out to
be a global “game changer,” PIK said
in a statement relayed to Database.

“Banks and insurers can play a
crucial part in stabilizing the cli-
mate, while, at the same time, safe-
guarding their clients’ assets,” the
PIK statement said. B
"~ The statement said leading rep-
resentatives of finance and climate
research, including the Swiss global
bank UBS, the Frenchmultinational
insurance firm AXA, CDP, the Euro-
pean innovation initiative Climate-

KIC and Humboldt-Universitat zu

Berlin, discussed the best strategies
on Thursday in Berlin for a turn-
around in investing.

“Already today,” said the PIK,

“investments of billions of euros
are being redirected. Pioneered by
students of wealthy US universities,
divestmenthasreachedfinancialbig
shotslike Allianz by now: the finan-
cial services companyannouncedits
intention to divest from its assetsin
coal mining. The foundation of the
legendaryUS oildynasty Rockefeller
plans to divest their funds from the
fossil-fuel industry, as well.”
- “The risks of climate change af-
fecteveryoneand everything. When
the finance sector now divests bil-
lions from the fossil business, this
doesnotonlyreflectamoralrespon-
sibility but also makes good busi-
ness sense,” says PIK director Hans
Joachim Schellnhuber, coinitiator
of the Berlin conference.

“While weather extremes in-

~crease already, many of the biggest

climate impacts, like the conse-
quences of sea-leve] rise, will be-
come perceptible onlyafteritwould
be too late to act. Therefore, it is
important for the finance sector to

recognize the warnings of science
and to ramp up sustainable invest-
ments as soon as possible.

Aftermath of the historic Paris
Agreement on climate change

“THE Paris Agreement substantiates
that the nations of the world aim at
reaching zero emissions by 2050.
Thismeanswearenowinyearoneof
the Great Transformation. Whoever
still invests in coal and oil will not
only damage the environment but,
eventually, also lose a lot of money,”
Schellnhuber said.

“As a global bank, it is of major
importance to recognize the pos-
sible economic and social impacts
of climate change, in order to bet-
ter prepare us and our clients,” said
Axel Weber, chairman of the Board
of Directors of UBS Group AG.

“The financial sector is working
hardtolaythefoundationsforfilling
gapsinfinancing climateactionand
to support nations in delivering on
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“While weather extremes
increase already, many of the
biggest climate impacts, like
the consequences of sea-level
rise, will become perceptible
only afterit would be too

|ate to act. Therefore, it is
important for the finance sector
to recognize the warnings

of science and to ramp up
sustainable investments as
soon as possible.”

their corresponding commitments.
We aim for a sensible long-term al-
location of capital that is congruent
with alow-carbon economy,” Weber
emphasized.

Forhispart, Christian Thimann,’

globalhead of strategy, sustainabil-
ity and public affairs at AXA Group

and vice chairman of the FSB Task
Force on Climate-related Financial
Disclosure, says: “Financehasanim-
portant role in addressing climate
change, because it steers long-term
investment.

“Investors need to understand
how companies address climate
change in their strategies, which
goes well beyond the current carbon
footprint. Under the mandate of the
G20 {Group of 20] and the Financial
Stability Board, the Task Force on
Climate-related Financial Disclosure
seeks to develop consistent volun-
tary disclosures by companies and
enhance investor understanding of
climate-related business risks and
opportunities. Such disclosures

~ and better investor understanding :

will foster implementation of the
COP21 [21st Conference of Parties]
agreement.”

Irror

%

Susan Dreyer, CDP country di-
rector for Germany, Austria, Swit-
zerland, argued that: “Divestment
is one of the most potent signals
of investor discontent and can be a
valuable method tomanageportfolio
risk, given climate risks are becom-
ing more urgent every day.

“Having built a platform for

transparentand comparable climate

strategies, into which 5,600 compa-
niesworldwidearevoluntaryreport-
ing today, CDP knows of the impact
investor engagement can unfold.

“Shareholder resolutions or set-
ting joint reduction targets are good
examples. And yet, the clear signal
frombothcivilsocietyandinvestors
that fossil-based businessmodelsdo
nothaveafutureinthedecarbonized
world of 2050, ishelpfuland needed.”

Among the distinguished speak-
ers in the Berlin conference are
Rainer Baake, state secretary at
the Federal Ministry for Economic
Affairs and Energy, Laurence Tu-
biana, French Ambassador for in-
ternational climate negotiations at
COP 21, Monsignor MarceloSanchez
Sorondo, chancellor of the Pontifical
Academyof Sciences,and high-rank-
ing finance representatives, from
the major bank HSBC to the central
bank of the Netherlands and to the
French Ministry of Finance.

Our policy-makers must not lose
sight on this great opportunity de-
scribed above.

To reach the writer, e-mail cecilio.arillo@
gmail.com.
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Paris climate deal’

DESPITE President Rodrigo
Duterte’s earlier pronouncement
that the Philippines will not honor
climate change commitments it
made under the Paris agreement,
Climate Change Commission Vice
Chairperson Heherson Alvarez
stressed that the deal will be a
powerful pillar towards the admin-
istration’s industrialization goal.
The Philippines was among 195
nations that pledged last Decem-

ber in Paris to cut down carbon

emissions to contain global warm-
ing to below two degrees Celsius.

The deal comes into force when
55 countries covering 55 percent
of global emissions formally join.

The Philippines accounts for less

than 1 percent of the world’s emis-
sions, and has yet to ratify the deal.

Duterte has said that he will not
honor the international climate
pact, stressing that it would stifle
the country’s development. The
new administration earlier bared
plans to create industrial zones
all over the country to usher the

Philippines into “a golden era of

development.”

The president, however, despite
his skepticism, called on Congress
to provide him with a clear under-
standing of the treaty.

Alvarez, who is also a former
secretary of the Department of En-
vironment and Natural Resources,
said that the Paris Agreement

would be a powertul pillar towards
the Duterte goal - a strongly indus-
trialized but healthy nation.
“Ultimately, its impacts would
allow Filipinos to study, live, work
and enjoy cleaner cities with a
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healthier environment,” he said.

“The challenge is to pursue
massive industrialization while
simultaneously protecting our
people - the Philippines being
identified as the most vulnerable
country in the world - from the
disastrous impacts of climate
change most especially the threat-
ened sectors that have significantly
contributed to the growth of our
economy—agriculture, industry,
the environment and our people,”
he added.

Alvarez explained that the
climate change pact works on
the principle of common but
differentiated responsibilities
(CBDR). The premise is that all
nations, whether developed or
developing, large or small, emit
varying amounts of greenhouse
gases. Different countries would
therefore take on different kinds of
actions to reduce emissions based
on their capabilities and their cur-
rent economic circumstances.

Anchored on the CBDR princi-
ple, honoring the Paris Agreement
is both a moral and legal obliga-

tion of all 197 member nations
> limate B3
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of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) of which the Philip-
pines is a member, Alvarez said.
“This principle compels us to
share in the upkeep of the United
Nations, the same principle why
every Filipino who earns an income
pays taxes, 1In varying percentages
“based on their rate of income, to

support the government. Our

country will be most comfortable
with this principle because it largely
reflects the ‘bayanihan’ spirit in the
Filipino culture,” he said.

~ The Philippines has long been en-
gaged in a wide variety of mitigation
programs to reduce CO2 emissions,
including solid waste management,
reforestation, air pollution reduction
- in our energy, transport, industry,
and agriculture sectors - and imposing
new standards and green technologies
in the building sector.

Alvarez said that the low carbon

program is an essential strategy for
stimulating the economy, creating
more jobs and moving us rapidly
to a clean energy future. He added
that investments towards reduced
CO2 emissions would spur growth
in a broad range of manufacturing
sectors and environmental servic-
es, as has already been experienced
by countries that pursue massive
' renewable energy investments.

The Philippines is fortunately
abundant in alternative energy,
including solar, wind, hydro, and
especially geothermal. The coun-
try is the second biggest producer

of geothermal in the world.

“We are near the equator where
the solar radiance is consistent
and most powerful. We have all
the opportunity to tap and deploy

abundant, readily available, cheap,

alternative energy,” he said.

“Coal seems to be the cheapest
energy'source in the market. How-
ever, once the externalities of coal
are factored in -- such as the costs
of pollution and healthcare -- the
price of coal would be extremely
high and uneconomic,” he added.

In fact, Alvarez said that there
is a cry now to price carbon ap-

propriately, apply corresponding

taxes, and remove subsidy that

makes carbon artificially cheap all
over the world.

"We should be transparent and

candid about the terrible burdens
that coal imposes on our environ-
ment and the health of our people,
especially the poor who are the
most vulnerable. It will be the
morally right thing to do,” he’said.
“We must help shape the policy

Instruments to overcome the bar-
riers. Government should provide
benchmarks and incentives for
industries, schedules of renewable
energy coming into stream, and
proactive policies to promote new

ter:hnology and green growth. It
will also be essential to mobilize

public and private financial re-
sources to cut emissions without
undermining the country's eco-
nomic growth,” he added.
The Philippines commitment of
a 70 percent emission reduction is
conditioned on financing resources,
technology development and trans-
fer, and capacity building. The 70
percent commitment will be a slow
transition up to the year 2030. Al
INDC of the 197 nations sighatory
to the Agreement will be subjected for
review every five (5) years and will be
continuously updated, dependingon
economic growth and development.
The Paris agreement makes
clear that developed countries will
continue to provide and mobilize
the UN Green Climate Fund to
support developing countries,
with developed countries agreeing

~ to continue their 2020 commit-

ment of mobilizing $100 billion
a year, at least until 2025.

“The Philippines should be
able to tap this fund as a vital
component to help us with our
industrialization. Honoring our
commitment will send the right
signals to the international com-
munity engaged in technological
and financial support systems that
we are committed to cooperate for
the welfare of the global commu-
nity,” he said.

JAMES KONSTANTIN GALVEZ
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agencies and local govern-
¥ ment units are now hard-
W pressed to find suitable

:}resettlement sites in the wake of the _

“nolicy reiterated by President Rody

“Duterte that houses of informal set-

‘tlers should not be destroyed if they

“have nowhere else to go. _

*gg “During my time, there will be
¥no demolition pag walang Gf there’s

' 310) relocation. Hindi ako papayag (I
will not allow),” Duterte said during
< fellowship dinner with San Beda
College of Law alumni in Malacanang
-on July 17.

«+ “Kasi ‘yung walang mapuntahan

swam mo bahay, parang aso. E saan

,pupunta ‘yung mga tao? (Because
2:‘those with nowhere to go, you destroy
;;ﬁ;helr houses, treat them like dogs.
_Where will the people go?) Where will

' ‘,they find shelter? But I would be very

generous to them. I’d look for money,

“*yung lahat na gusto nating gamitin
'fi'?j(everythm g we want to utilize). We
mll go for a suitable relocatlon ” Du-
terte explained. -

So how does government now
go about seeking suitable relocation
sites and making them available for
displaced informal settlers? Well, the
answers can all be found in RA 7279,

or the Urban Development and Hous-

ing Act (UDHA), the so-called “Lina

- Law” that I crafted way back in 1992
when I was a member of the Senate.

- UDHA clearly provides the mech-

anism by which affordable housing

- can be made available for poor

‘beneficiaries but, unfortunately, no

- administration has ever taken the ini-

-tiative or mustered enough political
will to implement a legacy program |
of socialized housing. But there 1is -

now renewed hope that the dreams of

_millions of homeless Filipinos will be
realized under the Duterte adminis-
tration, especially with Vice President

~ Leni Robredo as the housing czar.

~ Under UDHA, among the initial

steps toward affordable housing is to

“ronduct inventory of lands as stated

in Section 7, Article 4: “Within one
‘er‘fmm the effectlvlty of this Act, all

B 290 pse= of all kinds and
DBUQT'IQ }IDE‘IE&P as Op Ua Fay LT theu-.
A J 31 e Sr;-, ' o

B 7" ATIONAL government

teyy em‘mlqpal governments shall -

) . trespectlve localities. The 1nvent0ry

shall include the following:(a) Resi-

dential lands; (b) Governnmient-owned

lands, whether owned by the national

government or any of its subdivisions,

instrumentalities, or agencies, includ-

‘ing government-owned or controlled

corporations and their subsidiaries;
(c) Unregistered or abandoned and

‘idle lands; and (d) Other lands.

 “In conducting the inventory, the
local government units concerned,
in coordination with the Housing and
Land Use Regulatory Board and with

the assistance of the appropriate

government agencies, shall indicate

the type of land use and the degree
of land utilization, and other data or

information necessary to carry out

' the purposes of this Act. For planning

purposes, the Housing and Urban De-

~ velopment Coordinating Council shall
be furnished by each local government -

unit a copy of its inventory which shall
be updated every three (3) years.”
While many LGUs may have al-
ready complied with such provision,
considering it should have been done

way back in 1993, a year after enact-
‘'ment, and updated every three years,

it is possible a large number have not.
The HUDCC, in coordination with

the Department of Interior and Lo-
“cal Government must find out which

L.GUs have complied, and for those
that have not, be compelled to do so.
The next step that ought to be

- done is in UDHA’s Section 8, another _
" loans, grants, bequests and donations,

crucial provision, which states: Iden-
tlﬁcatlon of Sites for Socialized Hous-

‘ing. — After the inventory, the local

government units, in coordination
with the National Housing Authority,
the Housing and Land Use Regula-
tory Board, the National Mapping

- Resource Information Authority,
and the Land Management Bureau,

shall identify lands for socialized
housing and resettlement areas for

‘the immediate and future needs of

the underprivileged and homeless in
the urban areas, taking into consid-

eration and degree of avallablhty of

basic services and facilities, their ac-
cessibility and proximity of jobs sites
and other economic opportunities,

and the actual number ef reglstered
beneficiaries. 2
“Fully implementing just the. two

aforementioned UDHA provisions
could get our socialized housing pro-

com

gram really going, as these form the
basic foundation for the government’s.
primary strategyto provide poor

beneficiaries with affordable decent

housing to include basic services--
water, sanitation, electr1c1ty, roads
schools, among others.

Of course there are other UDHA
provisions which are also crucial.
These include the priorities in the

~acquisition of land—government-

owned lands as first priority, followed
by alienable lands of public domain,

unregistered or abandoned and idle

lands, those in Areas for Priority
Development, Zonal Improvement
Program sites, and Slum Improve-
ment and Resettlement Program
sites not yet acquired, Bliss sites, and

- then lastly, private lands.

Also included are various modes

of acquiring land: community mort-

gage, land swapping, land assem-
bly or consolidation, land banking, .

donation, joint venture, negotiated

purchase, and expropriation, among
others. HUDCC was tasked to design
a system for registration of qualified

beneficiaries, in coordination with

LGUs that are required to identify
and register beneficiaries within their
localities. |
- Another crltlcal UDHA provision;
perhaps the most important, concerns

- funding which shall come from: 50

percent of annual net income of the
Public Estate Authority; proceeds
from disposition of ill-gotten wealth;

whether from local or foreign sources;
flotation of bonds; proceeds from so-

cial housing tax and, as concurred by :

LGUs, idle lands tax; proceeds from

 disposition of alienable publiclandsin
urban areas; and domestic and foreign

investment or financing through ap-

propriate arrangements like the bu1ld~*

operate-and-transfer scheme.
Indeed, everything needed to real-
ize what President Duterte wants for
the homeless poor can be found in
UDHA. Itis just a matter of LGUs and
concerned national agencies getting -

~ their act together. And political will,

particularly with the LGUs which
are supposed to be in charge of the
housing program, is very crucial for

SUCCESS.

E-mail: finding.lina@yahoo.




