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Lopez halts shipments from Nickel
psia's Samar mine

By Janina C. Lim
Reporter

ENVIRONMENT Secretary Re-

‘gina Paz L. Lopez ordered Nick-

el Asia Corp.’s (NAC) subsidiary,
the Hinatuan Mining Corp., to

halt the transport of ore from

its site in Eastern Samar to curb

 the hazards posed by excessive

soil extraction.

“Our audit shows that they
are taking too much soil, which
goes to China. We are suspending
the retrieving of the stockpiles,
to address the ecological bal-
ance,” Ms. Lopez said during the
sidelines of the Financial Execu-
tives Institute of the Philippines
general membership meeting in
Makati City, referring to Hinat-
uan’s Manicani mme 111 Guliuan,
Eastern Samar.

P

In the early 2000’s, regula-
tcirs s ended the Manicani

mines m‘vGuman over alleged
damage to the environment,
but, then granted permission
in Jtﬂy 2014 to dispose of the
remammg stockpile of nickel
~ore after a letter written by

Sume local community leaders
requestlng the government to
issuea load!ngpéltmlt

.To date, the firm' has loaded
elght shipments with an aggre-
gate total of 400,000 metric tons
(MT) of nickel ore retrieved from
Manicani. Some 2 million MT
of nickel ore were left when the
mine was suspended.

“About 1.4 million MT remains,”

Mines and Geosciences Bureau

Director Leo L. Jasareno said.

Ms. Lopez raised that she 1is
proposing that the company to
make use of the nickel ore in re-
habilitating the site rather than

mw*

shipping the remaining stockpile
to China. - |

“Put it back in the hole,” Ms.
Lopez added.

She was also quoted by the
Reuters news service as saying
of the quantities shipped so far:
“That’s enough. That’s already a
lot of money.”

Sought for comment, Nickel
Asia confirmed that the com-
pany spoke with Ms. Lopez on
Wednesday.

“NAC stressed to Secretary Lo-

pez that the removal of the stock-

piles is the right thing to do from

an environmental perspective, as
it will do away with any poteﬂtial
environmental impacts that such
stockpiles might pose, while at
the same time providing badly
needed employment and tax rev-
enues,” it said in a statement.

The firm added that it has
not received any order from the
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. DENR- MGB to céase ﬂ'm remov—
al of the stockplles "

an and thzefpﬁrent company have
spent over P80 million in c¢alam-
ity support mcludmg a cash-for-

work program amounting to P25

million and'the rebuilding of 500
homes water facﬂltles and dam-
aged schools and churches in the

immediate area, whichwasin the

path of typhoon Yolanda in 2013.

In addition, Ms. Lopez accept-

ed the firm’s invitation to visit its
Rio Tuba mine in southern Pala-

- wan, according to Nicke] Asia.

Rio Tuba was a recipient of

.Presidential Mineral Industry En-

vironmental Award given last year
during the 62" Annual National
Mine Safety and Environment
Conference. It has also obtained
its ISO 14001 Certification for
its environmental management
practices, as required by law.
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Nickel Asia noted that Hlnatu- A .
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The government had stOpped a local mining firm .

to transport nickel ore from Eastern Samar to China

‘to avoid excessive soil extraction, preventing an affili-
ate of Nickel Asia Corp. (NAC) to earn further ﬁ'om
the said activity.

“In our audit, they are taking too much sml They
are taking the soil out and it goes to China. We are
suspending the retrieving of the stockpiles, to address
the ecological balance,” DENR chief Gina Lopez
told reporters on the sidelines of the FINEX annual
membershlp meeting in Makati.

- Lopez said that instead of exportmg ore to Chma, e
Put them back In the hole,” Lopez sald
Mines and Geosciences Bureau

Hmatuan Mining Corp. (HMC), which had acquired

the rights to the Manicani mine site in 1987, should -

just use the mckel ore for mine restoration. ‘

. Manicani Island is a 1,000-hectare
island said to have rich nickel deposit
but in early 2000, mining operations on
the island have been suspended.

~ Since then, stockplles of ore, which
are waste from the previous operations,

have remain piled on the island.

In July 2014, the government ordered
the company to dispose the nickel ore
stockpiles situated in the contract area.

“I am committed to the welfare of
the people in the island and I want to get

|||||

(MGB) du'ector Leo Jasareno said that
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the company had so far made eight ship-
ments or about 400,000 metric to‘hs (MT)
of nickel ore from Manicani.

- Jasareno, who was also in the same
forum, said that about 2 million MT of
nickel ore were left when the mine was
suspended.

Now, there’s still 1.4 million MT of
nickel ore from the mine that has not yet
been exported.

For its part, NAC argued that it has

- not engaged in mining in the area and is

L ..them out of poverty They [HMC] have to " in fact, just following the government’s

order to remove the stockpiles of “mostly
low grade limonite ore that was accu-
mulated during the mining operatlons

 then.”
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'Lopez stops HMC from
retrieving nickel ore
 from East Samar island

are suspending the retrieval of the

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA W @jonlmayuga

W Environment Secretary
Regina Paz L. Lopez had can-
celled a mineral ore transport

permit (MOTP) of Hinatuan Mining
Corp. (HMC), effectively stopping the
- company from retrieving its nickel-ore
stockpiles in Manicani Island, Guiuan,

Eastern Samar.

f -
R

Lopez said the order aims to pre-
vent furtherenvironmentaldamage
caused by the “excessive soil extrac-
tion” on the island.

She claimed she was told the ores
are being shipped out to China by
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HMC, a subsidiary of Nickel Asia
Corp. (NAC). NAC is one of the big-
gest nickel producers in the country.

“In our audit, they are taking
too much soil. They are taking the
soil out and it goes to China. We

stockpiles, to address the ecological
imbalance,” Lopez told reporters.
She said, instead of shipping
the ore to China, the company
should use the nickel ore for mine
restoration. '
“Putitbackinthehole,” sheadded.
Sofar, the companyoperatingthe
mine has made eight shipments, or
about 400,000 metric tons of nickel
ore retrieved from Manicani mines’
stockpiles. Director Leo Jasareno of
the Departmentof Environmentand
Natural Resources (DENR) Mines
and Geosciences Bureau (MGB)
said about 2 million metric tons

(MMT) of nickel ore were left when

the mine’s operation was stopped in
2010. There are around 1.4 MMT of
nickel ore left on the island, he said.

A formal order canceling the per-
mit earlier issued to HMC would be
released soon.
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~ Lopez’s directive came following
the numerous complaints aired by
antimining groups, which support
the call of some residents to stop the
hauling activities of HMC.
‘Alyansa Tigil Mina National co-
ordinator Jaybee Garganera said,
despite their repeated appeals to the
DENR to stop the hauling activities
in the area for years, HMC's mining
activities continued.

The hauling of nickel-ore stock-
piles in the area started as early as
March 2014.

Residents were alarmed by the
activities because the island was
among those hardest hit by ty-
phoons in the past, including Su-
pertyphoon Yolanda, which affected
171 towns and cities in five regions
in the Visayas and Luzon.

HMC’sminingoperationin Mani-

canilsland was ordered stopped was.
early as 2010, but the company as -

able to secure an MOTP to haul its
remainingstockpilesintheareacov-
ering an estimated 1.1 MMT of ore.

Residents of Manicani are sus-
picious the company has resumed
operation and are hauling newly
extracted nickel ores.

Asearlyas March 2014, residents
of Manicani Island, backed by Save
Manicani Movement and the Ho-
monhon Environment-Rescuers
Organizations have called the at-
tention of the DENR-MGB about

the suspiciousactivities. The Ramos

nokel ore Jrom Bost Somar seland

administration, as mandated by

the National Integrated Protected
Areas System Act of 1992, declared
the coastal areas of Guiuan, Eastern
Samar, and the islands of Manicani,
Candulo, Suluan, Tubabao, Calicoan
and Homonhon as protected land-
scapes and seascapes through Presi-
dential Proclamation 469 signed in

September 26, 1994.
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OST Westerners facmg
criminal charges in Cam-
bodia would be thanking
their lucky stars at finding
themselves safe in another country. But
Alejandro Gonzalez-Davidson, who 1s
half British and half Spanish, is plead-
ing with the Phnom Penh government
'to allow him back to stand trial along
‘with three Cambodian colleagues.

.‘They ve been charged, essentially,
| LWlth interfering with the harvesting of

:one of the 21st century’s most valuable
Jresources: sand.

‘ Believé it or not, we use more of
;thls natural resource than any other
'except water and air. Sand is the thing
;modern cities are made of. Pretty much
"every apartment block, office tower, and

_.shoppmg mall from Belijing to Lagos,

:ngena is made at least partly with
yconcrete, which is basically just sand
I’and gravel stuck together with cement.
.Every yard of asphalt road that con-
Inects all those buildings is also made
.w1th sand. So 1s every wmdow in every

lone of those buildings.

b

,  Sand is the essential ingredient that

'makes modern life possible. And we are
.startmg to run out.

' That’s mainly because the number
,and size of cities is exploding, especially
I'm the developing world. Every year
.there are more people on the planet,
'and every year more of them move to
.c1t1es Since 1950, the world’s urban

population has ballooned to over 3.9
billion from 746 million.

According to the United Nations
Environment Program, in 2012 alone
the world used enough concrete to
build a wall 89 feet high and 89 feet
wide around the Equator. From 2011
to 2013, China used more cement than
the United States used in the entire
20th century.

To build those cities, people are pull-
ing untold amounts of sand out of the

-ground. Usable sand is a finite resource.

Desert sand, shaped more by wind than
by water, generally doesn’t work for
construction. To get the sand we need,
we are stripping riverbeds, floodplains
and beaches.

Extracting the stuff is an estimated
$70 billion industry. It runs the gamut
from multinational companies’ deploy-
ing enormous dredges to villagers
toting shovels and buckets. In places
where onshore sources have been
exhausted, sand miners are turning to
the seas.

This often inflicts terrible costs on
the environment. In India, river sand
mining is disrupting ecosystems, killing
countless fish and birds. In Indonesia,
some ftwo dozen small islands are be-
lieved to have disappeared since 2005
because of sand mining. In Vietnam,
miners have torn up hundreds of acres

of forest to get at the sandy soil under-

neath.

Sand miners have damaged coral

reefs in Kenya and undermined bridges

‘in Liberia and Nigeria. Environmental-

ists tie sand dredging in San Francisco

Bay to the erosion of nearby beaches. ©

People are getting hurt, too. Sand
mining has been blamed for accidental
deaths in Saudi Arabia, South Africa
and Gambia. In India and Indonesia,
activists and government officials con-
fronting black-market sand mining
gangs have been killed.

Stronger regulations can prevent a
lot of this damage, and do in most devel-
oped countries. But there’s a downside.
Sand is tremendously heavy, which
makes it expensive to transport. If you
forbid sand mining in your backyard —
as many American communities are

" trying to do — then it has to be trucked

in from somewhere else. That drives up
the price. Concrete is relatively cheap;
if the cost of making a new building or
road were to double, it could hit the
economy hard.

Not to mention the extra truck traffic
and pollution. California state officials
estimated that if the average hauling
distance for sand and gravel increased
to 50 miles from 25 miles, trucks would
burn through nearly 50 million more
gallons of diesel fuel every year.

The fishing villages in the man-
grove-rich estuaries of Cambodia’s Koh
Kong province might be the canaries
in the global sand mine. For years, vil-
lagers have complained that rampant
sand mining is wiping out the crabs
and fish that provide their living. Loocals

told me on a recent visit that families.

have had to send members to work in
Phnom Penh garment factories, or have
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'I'ons of black sand that were hauled from the shores of llocos Sur /Manlla Bulletin file photo

simply moved away. The dredging also
threatens endangered native dolphins,
turtles, and otters.

Last year, members of Mother Na-
ture, an environmental group led by.
Gonzalez-Davidson and others, began
a campaign to rein in the mining, orga-

‘nizing villagers to blockade and boar'd

the dredging ships. The government,
which had expelled Gonzalez-Davidson
a few months earlier for blocking road
access to government officials trying
to reach a hydropower dam in the
province, arrested three of the activ-
ists, charging them with threatening
to damage dredging boats, an offense
that could mean two years in prison
(Gonzalez-Davidson was charged In
absentia as their accomplice a few
months later).

Gonzalez-Davidson, who lives in
Barcelona, is petitioning to be allowed
back to attend his own trial. Meanwhile,
the three jailed Cambodians have been

denied bail for the past 10 months. Their

trial has finally been scheduled for the

end of June.

There’s an urgent question of justice
for them. For the rest of us, there’s a
profound lesson. Hardly anyone thinks
about sand, where it comes from or
what we do to get it. But a world of seven
billion people, more and more of whom
want apartments to live in and offices
to work in and malls to shop in, can’t
afford that luxury anymore.

It once seemed as if the planet had
such boundless supplies aof oil, water,
trees and land that we didn’t need to

worry about them. But of course, we're

learning the hard way that none of those
things are infinite, and the price we’ve
paid so far for using them is going up
fast. We’re having to conserve, reuse,
find alternatives for and generally get
smarter about how we use those natural
resources. That’s how we need to start

thinking about sand.
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ENVIRONMENT Secretary Regina
Paz Lopez has stopped Hinatuan
Mining Corp. (HMC), an afhliate
of Nickel Asia Corp. (NAC), from
moving and loading mining waste
from Manicani mine site in Guian,
Eastern Samar, to prevent further
environmental degradation result-
ing from excessive soil extraction.
Lopez said an audit of the mine
showed that it would be detrimental
to the island’s environment if the
mining waste removal continued.
“Our audit shows that they are
taking too much soil, which goes to
China. We are suspending the retriev-
ing of the stockpiles, to address the
ecological balance,” she told report-
ers on the sidelines of the Financial

~ Executives Institute of the Philippines

general membership meeting in
Makati City (Metro Manila). '

Instead of shipping the ore to
China, the DENR chief said she will

order HMC to use the nickel ore for
mine restoration and conduct the

‘necessary remediation measures

to prevent the nickel ore stockpiles
from siltating and polluting the
water bodies on the island.

So far, HMC has made eight
shipments, or about 400,000 MT
of nickel ore retrieved from Mani-
cani. It was estimated that about 2
million MT of nickel ore were left
when the mine was suspended.

Manicani, a 1,000-hectare island,
has nickel deposit covered by MPSA
012-92-VIII awarded to HMC.

But mining operations on the
island have been suspended since
the early 2000s and HMC has
been on a “care and maintenance”
mode for the last 12 years.

Stockpiles of ore, waste from the
previous operations, remain piled
on the island.

As early as 2002, a special DENR
task force recommended the disposal
of nickel ore stockpiles on the island,
to mitigate environmental risk.

In July 2014, Mines and Geosciences
Bureau (MGB) Director Leo Jasareno
issued a letter authorizing HMC “to

dispose of the nickel ore stockpiles |

situated in the contract area.”

In May 2016, after obtaining

a Mineral Ore Transport Permit
(MOEP) from MGB Region 8 Offce,
the company resumed the removal
of mining waste and loading it onto
a barge for transport out of the mine
site. The process was expected to be
completed this year depending on

the weather condition.
JAMES KONSTANTIN GALVEZ
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Iloilo City — More than 13.5 mil-
-llOIl seedlings are belng prepared to
‘be planted for a massive reforesta-

.tion program in the Western Visayas

) .
region.

Jim Sampulna, regional director

‘of Department of Environment and
~ Natural Resources (DENR-6), said the

13.5 million seedlings will be planted

in 8,977 hectares identified for the Na-

DATE
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13.5M seedhngs for W. Visayas reforestation

tional Greening Program (NGP).
Sampulna is encouraging DENR

field offices in Aklan, Antique, Capiz,

Guimaras, and Iloilo to take advantage

- of the rainy seaso by planting seedlings

the soonest possible time.

~ On the other hand, Sampulna said
- 'DENR-6 must identify new reforesta-
~ tion sites for next year’s reforesta- ,

tion.

“We have covered almost all avail- |
~ able. areas in the region for NGE”

Sampulna noted.

- Meanwhile, Camaligan Natlonal
High School in Batan town, Aklan
province is the winner for the Best
Urban Greening School Site category
of DENR-6’s 2015 Search for the Best

~ NGP Sites. (Tara Yap)
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“We understand
that GSIS has

-plans to convert
thistorested

lotinto
something...”

System (GSIS).
" The one-hectare

BAGUIO CITY—To spare a tree .'

park here from developers, the

~ city government has offered to
‘ buy the forested lot from the

Government Service Insurance
" ‘park  lies
next to the Baguio Convention
Center, which the city govern-
ment also bought froin GSIS for
P250 million. - |

Plans to build residential

2008. . | |
 The city’s formal tender was
delivered to the GSIS office in

Pasay City on July 13 but the

city government asked media to

e h !QO ffeI'S tO | buy tree P al'k
to stop its use for buildings

** buildings in the park sparked a"
series of community protests in

keep details of its offer confi-

dential. .
Mayor Mauricio Domogan’s
letter addressed to GSIS presi-

city government decided to buy

.the lot “to hearken to the peo-
ple’swill.”, '

In 2008,' church gfoups,

teachers and students from the
University of the Philippines

Baguio and neighboring high

“schools marched to demand the
‘preservation of the tree park.

" The park serves as an urban
forest buffer against pollution

generated each day by heavy

“traffic in an area originally des-

ignated as a government center.

" The park is surrounded by UP

Baguio campus, the Supreme
Court compound, the old Court
of Appeals building and Luneta

Hill, which hosts a mall that had

partnered originally with GSIS

- to build medium-rise residen-

- dent Robert Vergara said the

ermnment’s enforcement
ordinance, which classified the
area as a park.

-

tial buildings there.
" The project was shelved due
to the protests and the city gov-

of an according to the decree issued
by then President Ferdinand

- Marcos.

In the letter, Domogan said

Civilsuit -
- GSIS had filed a civil suit

I L]
against the city governmeit,

claiming that its zoming law

may supplant a presidential de-
cree, which required the agency

to build the convention center
after it transferred to GSIS the
1ots carved “out of the govern-

.ment center reservation and the - on
~ is well aware of the [public]

UP compound.
The convention center host-
ed the 1978 World Chess Cham-

pionship series between Rus-

sian grandmasters Anatoly Kar-

- pov and Victor Korchnoi.
" The land transfer was intend-
ed “as additional contribution
of the national government to
the system’s retirement funds,”

- thentplans and its actt

the city government manifested
its intention to buy the property
during the April 27 hearing of
the GSIS civil case. -

“We understand . that GSIS
has plans to convert this forest- -
‘ed lot into something that

would augment the GSIS retire-

vency. But-the city gow

clamor ... to preserve this {for-
est].” |

Domogan described the offer
as “humble” but said it would

' be fair compensation given that
the tree park would remain a
Vincent

Cabreza, Inquirei' . Northern

forest and a park.

Luzon
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Enwronment groups call
@n gov’t to act vs plasuc

+ Environment groups have

’Ln'ged the government fo decis
"si‘vely act against unrestrained :-

-‘ _[ilastlc production and con-.
$umption andithe consequent
-ehvuonmenta! pollution.. -

» The EcoWaste Coalltmn,
Earth Island Institute, Global

lhance for Inmnerator Alter— |

mllad asked the Duteﬁe Ad'-f

to prevent-and reduce plastic

| garbage from land sources that

;s finding its way to oceans..
| ..h Eron _reitera ted

' of Presk
Duterte s first State. of the

Natlon ‘Address next week |
' They sa1d government should

énact a blanket ban on single
use plastic bags, among other
vital measures, mcludmg an

extended producer responsi-
ix lity (EPR) and environmen-

fal levy on plastlcs, following
a-c¢leanup-drive -and waste

“audit Jast at;.u'day at Freedom -

sland off the coast of Para-
: ﬂaque City.”

% Some 125 pe0p1e took art

l:n the. event, mcludmg Fili

an and visiting environmen-
talists from Nigeria, Sénegal

and South Africa from Africa;
Australia, Bangladesh,” Cam-

Bodia, China, Hong !(ong, '
India, Indonesia, Malaysia and

Fi‘alwa:n from Asia Pacific; Ar-
gentina, Brazil and Chile from
atin America; and Austria,

Netherlands, Spain, the UK

‘ En dUS from Europe and North

erica.

The envifonmentahsts are

address plastic pollution of
e plartet.and come up with
Btrategies: for a sustainable,

E re for a weeldong meeting
e

v el e

Zero-waste future

inistration to enacl:astrategy;, _

gium, Denmark, Germany,

By RHODINA VILLANUEVA

> urtnez:b‘)sécksofwastecol-
(welghmg 1,482 kilos), 79

percent were plastic matenals |

of which 20 percent were Junk

tise and disposal across the

 gountry, we urge the govern-

..-.-—-—-n-- --v---— ——

ment to put ‘the plastic bag

ong’its top legislative
n es’in the 17th Congress.

We expect our lawmakers to

cross party lines and stop this

ugly plastic pollution that is
defiling every cotner of our

country, including our rich but

fragile marine, ecosystems,”

said Aileen Lucero, national co-

| ordlnaton. EcoWaste Coalition.

“Our legslators should also
con81der imposing EPR and.

environmental levy on plastic
| Enafs that will internalize exter-
C

osts to tnm down uncon—

and preference in favor of re-
'usable alternatives,” she said.
Froilan Grate, A51a-Pac1ﬁc.

tioned national and local poli-
cymakers against passing

-measures exemptmg Oxo-_-

degradable }ilasnc bags

the. compre

- disposable plastic bags being
- sought by ecology groups.

- “Oxo-degradable bags,
whlch are also made from
petroleum-based polymers,
are not exactly climate and

-environment-friendly. Theiy
proliferation,. particularly ,
cities and municipalities 4

S To £m hcall)’cutPIaStic

w:ll enhance s ft in athtude |

coordinator of GAIA, caii- |

and onev '_

ensive ban on i

have adopted plastic bag ban
regidations, l'I: as only rein-

forced the throw-away culture
that is choking our surround-

ings with disposables and cre-

ating serious env1romnental |

end iealth crisis,” he said;

"Our mounting plastic gar- |
bage has likewise become a -

magnet for waste-to-energy

incinerator vendors and other

quick-fix pushers who want

to take advantage of the weak |

enforcement of the country’sban
-onwaste incineration,” he noted.

Numerous studies, includ-
ing some that were published
this year, point to the need

for global action to deal with
plastlc pollution. -

The paper “Plastic Debris
Is a.:Human Health Issue”

. Vy Dutch researchers A. Dick
~ Vethaak ‘and Heather A. Leslie

stated that “the global threat of

highly persistent plastic waste

. accumulatlng and fragment-
‘ing in the world’s pceans,
inland waters and terrestrial

environments is becommg
mcneasmgly ewdent "

<2 gy e il A i A1 AR
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‘ ‘Lonmhill climb before PHL
couldrid  of coal dependence for
~ powergeneration’

By LENIE LECTURA ¥ @llectura

HE country is still very much
dependent on coal as a source

of power, amid increasing
support and encouragement for the
atilization of renewable energy (RE).

4%

The coal’s contribution to
electricity production

: “In terms of electricity produc-
: . tion, we have noticed a high de-
. pendency on coal recorded at 44
percent as of March 2016. Natural
gas and renewable energy supplied
22 percent and 25 percent, respec-
tively,” Department of Energy
(DOE) Officer in Charge Under-
secretary Mylene Capongcol said
in her welcome speech during the
fourth Annual Philippines Power
and Electricity Week.

“While we saw significant
growth in the use of variable re-
newable energy due to the dif-
ferent incentives provided by the
Renewable Energy Act, the supply
of electricity from hydro had been
adversely affected by El Nifio, reg-
1stering a l-percent decline over
the past five years,” she added.

The DOE official said the coun-

trymanagedtoachieve abalanced
energy-supply mix in 2010, with

oil accounting for around 31 per-
cent: followed by coal at 23-per-
cent share; geothermal at 19-per-
cent share; natural gas and hydro
accounts for around 10 percent;
while other RE sources, suchasbio-
mass, solar and wind, comprised
the remaining 17 percent.

‘More than 53 percent of the

. country’s total energy requirement

is largely being supplied by indig-
enous energy, while 47 percent ac-
counts for imported oil, mainly
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used for transport and coal, used
for generating electricity.
The DOEis collaborating with the

. ‘Climate Change Commission (CCC),

the National Economic and Devel-

opment Authority (Neda) and the

Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR)incrafting
a sustainable national energy policy

that will decide on the future of coal-

power projects in the country. “For
now, we encourage power generation
using high efficient and innovative

technologies to meet the expected

demand in electricity,” she said.
The new administration targets
a GDP growth of 6 percent to 7

percent in 2016; 6.5 percent to 7.5
- percent -in 2017; and 7 percent to 8

percent until 2022; with most of the

“ spendingexpected tosupporthigher

infrastructure needed to deliver ba-
sic services to the people As such,
higher growth for energy use, spe-
cifically for electricity, is expected,
entailing significant amount of in-

vestments mainly coming from the
private sector, Capongcol said.
“I am taking this opportunity,

therefore, to provide a glimpse of

what the Philippine energy sector
- offers,” she added.

For the upstream oil-and-gas
development, the DOE will con-
tinue the conduct of the Philip-
pine Energy Contracting Round
(PECR) with a target of 18 service
contracts for award from now to
2030. The service contracts will
form part of the petroleum re-
serves estimated at 94.74 million
barrels (MMB) of oil, 3.96 trillion
cubic feet (TCF) of gas and 41.34
MMB of condensate.

In terms of indigenous coal, the
agencyis monitoring 48 exploration
service contracts for declaration of
additional coal reserves in commer-

“cial quantity to enable the conver-

sion of these service contracts to
production contracts. “With this, we

estimated thein-situcoalreservesto
reach 4,297.7 MMT [million metric

- tons] by 2030,” the DOE official said.

Despite achieving significant
growth in the past, the downstream
oilindustryneedstosustainfurther
investments toimprove competition
and achieve resiliency in the very
volatile nature of oil prices in the
international market. “With this,
we are inviting foreign investors in

oil refinery to provide a more stable
‘and bigger oil-supply base for the

country,” Capongcol said.
Moreover, there is an expected
higher demand for biofuels with the

‘continuingimplementation of biofu-

elslaw. “Biodiesel willincrease from
the current blend of 2 percent to 5

percentintheshor term,i.e,by2019,
‘toreach 20 percent in the long-term:
- period,” she said.

 For bioethanol, the increase will
startat 10 percent for the short term
toreach 20 percentinthe medium- to
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long-termperiod. Likewise, the DOE

will promote a voluntaryincrease in

bioethanolblendby80percentinthe
long term, depending on the ava11~
ability of feedstock.

In terms of power development,
based on the 2015 to 2030 Distri-
bution Development Plans (DDPs)
of 140 distribution utilities nation-
wide, Luzon gridwillneed additional
capacities of about 5,000 megawatts
(MW); the Visayas grid will need
1,300 MW; and Mindanao grid will
require around 900 MW of new gen-
eration capacities. |

In Mindanao, specifically, the
agency is looking at new develop-
ments to make investments more
attractive, such as putting in place
anelectricitymarketand, ultimately,
making the interconnection with

- Luzon and the Visayas possible.

“We will, likewise, study fur-
ther if there is a need for another
round of installation targets for
FiT [feed-in tariff] or can we now

make RE market-based without.

prejudice to the need of the con-
sumers of having affordable power
rates,” Capongcol said.
Moreover, investments in natu-
ral-gasindustry are also needed pri-
marily to support the power indus-
try, and later on, other possible uses.
By 2021, the supply of Malampaya

‘gas may no longer suffice for higher

requirements of gas, thus, invest-
ments in exploring and developing
potential areas are necessary.

“As mentioned by DOE Secre-

tary Alfonso G. Cusi, one of the
projects that the DOE will be un-
dertaking is putting up an LNG

~[liquefied natural gas] receiving
‘and distribution center, where ini-
 tial discussions with World Bank,

through the International Finance
Corp. were made for the conduct

of feasibility studies,” the DOE of-

ficial said.
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BY JONATHAN L. MAYUGA
Y @jonlmayuga

is stepping up the campaign to protect the La-
guna de Bay.

The90,000-hectarelakeisthe country'sbiggestfresh-
water lake and a major fishing ground and aquaculture
hub in Luzon. Bangus and tilapia produced in the lake
augmentsfreshfishsupplyinMetroManila’swetmarkets.

LLDA General Manager Nereus 0. Acosta recently is-
sued an ex-parte cease-and-desist order stopping the
operation of a dump at a private property owned by 2
certain Jose Yun Kansoy.

Theillegal dump is near the Taytay Pumping Station
in Barangay San Juan, Taytay, Rizal.

Acosta himself led the enforcement team on July 14
to enforce the order dated June 30. The dump’s operation
has no permit from the LLDA.

The dumping of garbage and backfilling materials
in the area also violates Board Resolution 408 series of
2011, which requlates development activities within the
Laguna de Bay Region and the Laguna de Bay itseif

The stop order directs the owner to stop the illegal
dumping of garbage and backfilling materials. The LLDA

T HE Laguna Lake Development Authority (LLDA)

Irror

21 JUL 2015

O%[é’ .

PAGE

P R e I

issettoissueanordertodemand payment of correspond-
ing fees, administrative fines and penalties.
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Taytay, demohshes fish pen in Cardona

| LDA does not single out certain types of establish-

ments, butstrictlyimposes the guidelinesandregulations
setonall establishments, regardlessoftheirindustrytype,

to ensure the sustainable resilience of the Laguna de Bay

Basin,” Acosta said in a news statement.

Meanwhile, in the town of Cardona, the LLDA con-
tinues to demolish illegal fish pens as part of its effort to
decongest the lake. A 22.3084-hectare fish pen within |

the jurisdiction of the Rizal Province was demolished on
July 15 as part of the plan to rid the lake of fish pens that
have been illegally operating along navigational lanes.

A certain Harry Arriola operates the demolished fish -

penin Barangay Boor, Sitio Talim, Cardona, Rizal. Acosta
saidtheoperatorfailedtocomplywithLLDArequirements,

andis operating without a valid permit, in violation of the |

Rulesand Regulations Implementing the Revised Laguna
de Bay Zoning and Management Plan.

Acosta emphasized that fish pen operators need to
follow LLDA’s requirements to maintain and protect the
ecological balance and capacity of the lake.

"We are cleaning up the lake to stop overcrowding to
maintain the lake’s carrying capacity, which is only up to
10 percent of the total area,” he said.
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“Shout c out for startups - Impact Hub Manila

‘Business incubator Impact

Hub Manila is urging more
local startups to submit ap- -
plications and beat the July 24
deadline for its Impact Hub
Fellowship on Sustainable
- business incubator launched
‘the’Impact Hub Fellowship on’

Energy Solutions challenge.
LizAn Kuster, co-founder of

Impact Hub Manila, said they
hoped more impact-oriented

and innovative entrépreneurs

would step up with theirideas

and innovation ideas focusing

on renewable energy, energy

efficiency, access to energy,
and off-grid power solutions
to disrupt the global energy
problem in an environmen-
tally friendly way.

As of last Monday, I(uster

‘said there have been 22 ap-
, Ehcants or submissions. They

ope to get more in the re-
mainin days to July 24.
“Rig

a

t now, we have 22
1deas_ on our online platform

but we want more,” Kuster
told The STAR.
In partnership

Sustainable Energy Solutlons

last June. _
~ The challenge aims to find
the best sustainable energy

solution and give those behind
it business incubation mentor-

- ing and assistance as well asa

cash prize.
- “Being topic-focused in our

dehvery of fellowship p
e sl

- isuniquein the incubator/accel-
erator space and ensures that we

are targeting the key pressing
issues,” Kuster said.
Participants are given the

chance to win more than P2.5

million worth of fellowship

with the

‘World Wide Fund for Nature -
.(WWF)andthePeace and Eq-
‘uity - Foundation (PEF), the.-. |

‘cluded their Fellows

-mllhon seed funding, skills
development training, men-
torship, access to a stimulating -
workspace at Impact Hub Ma-

nila, and valuable ‘networks.

~« "We doubled and tripled
the number of fellows we will

support for this year from just
one startup the last time, which

enables us to support more

entrePreneurs, ” Kuster added
Impact Hub Manila 1lﬂust con-

gram on Innovations in Mobility
with corporate partner local
hsted logistics company LBC.

- Impact Hub Manila said
‘that after the historic Paris
climate agreement late last
year, there has been a grow-

ing interest in the role of clean

« technology entrepreneurship
and innovation including

as an essential tool to
climate change goals.

ener

"With our partners we are

prizes, which include a P1.5-

-CEOsaaldmg;\es

p Pro- -

" excited to search for mnovahve

ideas and enterprises which are
aligned with our core values
and obj 'c'tives,” Joel Palma,
presidentand

chlastJune.

. “We believe that by sup-

- porting entrepreneurs in the

energy sector, we can slow
down climate change,” Benja-

- min Abadiano, PEF chairper-

son, said.
“Aspiring entrepreneurs or
early-stage startups are encour-

~ aged to apply. Startup teams

are mandated to register their |
business in the Philippines and

be able to work and live in the
country. Applications are open

from June 16 until July 24, _on.
- the Impact Hub Manilawebsite.

Impact Hub Manila, in

- collaboration with WWF and

PEF will conduct a pltchmg

- workshop today.

~ —Rainier Allan Ronda
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“Great challenges face us in the

By FREBIE ﬂ I.AZARO

Ilocos Norte A

LA’AG cIry,

- ker has re-ﬁled a bill in Senate_;._;-
proposmg the Expanded National In- .
tegrated Protected Areas System (ENI-
PAS) Act that aimed to help strengthen .
conservatlon efforts for close to 100 . _
' historical landmark, protected and

- Senator Loren Legarda said Sen-

protected areas in the country

Lawmaker re ﬁles blll streng gthem g

on erv at1 or . f prote cted areas

_i lehdda and Banayoyc Santa f??ucia
- protected landscape in Salcedo; and
‘the TlradPassNahonalParkm Grego-

the thppmes procl Al

pres1dentlal procla

ate Bill 32 completes the process for;_:__ d yirgin
the declaratlon of 97 protected areas  effectivity of , »

' in the country via amendments to the
exxstmg National Integrated Protected °

P _th (N]PAS) Law or Repubhc

prosecutlon of prohlblted acts ” said

Legarda SR

sanctuanes,” she added.

| Legarda explained that the NIPAS
‘Act established a system of protected -

- areas. 'Wlth.ln the classification of na-

tlonal park as protnded m the Constl- i

. " : -_-._-' a_ C __ v

The System consxsts of a.ll areas m

e — ol LI — —in-

local commumtles and stakeholders
will be. able to do more to participate
_in the management and protection of
- our forests oceans, flora, fauna and the .
- indigenous peoples that reside in these -

_ through Pre51den”§*";.”al' proclamatlons
" as protected areas under the NIPAS; ‘asilagan, Naguil ian,
| However, only13 protected arcashave However, Logarda 1
Pproceeded to be legislated. S betative thatd

- For Region 1 ‘at least 15 s1te5 are |
- 'ldentlfied as protected areas by the
- Philippine Area Management Board
~ (PAMB) and are being promoted as
~ ecotourism site. L

These 15 protected a.reas 1nclude--
~ the Kalbario-Patapat Natur
- Pagudpud; Tanap watershed forest

reserve at Barangay Tanap in lurgos

forest reserve in Sulbec, Pasuquin;

and the Paoay Lake Natural Park; all '

In Ilocos Sur the f ifi"i"bunao protected *
landscape in Sinait; Blgblga protected
landscape in Marozo, Narvacan North-
ern Luzon Heroes Hill i in Magsaysay,,
‘Santa; Bessang Pass natural monu-
- ment in Malaya, Cervantes; Lidlidda -
5, protected Iandscape located in between ﬁ

' f-f__.ed, deslgn& i
orsetaside by law; presidential decree,
mation or execuhve
order as any of the followmg National .
park, game refuge bird and wildlife
sanctuary, Wilderness area, strict

nature reserve, watershed mangrove I are: Manlel’uag Sprlng n: Malabobo

reserve, fish sanctuary, natural and _ Catarataraan, Pacalat, Lawaklangka
s and Calomboyan Sur in Mangatamm,.-
managed landscape/seascape as wellifj;j_ - Pangas

d virgin . minos City; Agoo Damiortis protected
ffectivity of the NIPA! Act.  landscape and seascape in Agoo, Sto.

the Ppassage of the ENIPAS to actively
ural Park in help areas that remain underprotect-
"~ ed, including open seas, coastal areas,
wetlands and tropical forests.
Metropolitan Ilocos Norte watershed

| passed the ENIPAS bill on Thmd Read— |

‘the House of Representatwes

" rare and threatened species of plants.

_ensuring the sustain
" natural resources and cultural dl-

. - o R i
v, . IR . H
: '. 3 T

rio del Pilar ermo Slgay, Cervantes |
and Suyo. © . _
Other protected areas in Reglon

isinan; Hundred Islands in Ala

Tomas and Rosarlo La Union; and

areas are declared as such through X
| 'Congressxonal fiat as required by the

NIPAS Act and pursuant to the dJrec- :
tive of the Constitution. B |
. Legarda has fervently pushed for

In the last Congress, the Senate

Ing, but the measure was, pen_

B i enacted the ENIPAS Will en-
hance conservation efforts for umque

and ammals and thelr habitat, thus
ahle use of our

versity.
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LOS BANOS, Laguna -

| Twenty countries, among them
the Philippines, launched

recently a global ecosystem
program.

Also involved in the recent'
launch of the Global Ecosys- -
tem-based Adaptation (EbA)

Commuruty of Practice (CoP)
in Berlin, Germany were 10

international organizations

and institutions.

The countries rapresent-'
ed were Brazil, Canada, Co-

lombia, Ecuador, Germany,

Grenada, India, Indonesia; Ka-

zakhstan, Kyr ei:srzstan Mali,
erlands, Peru,

fur Interndtionale Zusammen-

‘arbeit (GIZ) Gmbh, on behalf
of the German Federal Minis-
| try for Environment, Nature
‘Conservation, Building, and
Nuclear Safety, spearheaded
the launch of the EbA-CoP in
.Germa;ny last June 16.

A N el g s gl

“The other international or-
gamzahons that participated

~in the activity were the United

Nations-Food and Agriculture

Organization, UN-Environ-
- ability to climate change of
people through the sustain-

mental Program-World Con-
servation Monitoring Center,

Interndtional Union for the '

Conservapon of Nature, Con-

servation International, Inter-
national Institute for Environ-
‘mentand Developmient, Inter-
_natlbnal Institute for Sustain- -
able: Development, Wetland
- International, World Resources .
Institute, and the Southeast

Asian Regional Center for

Graduate Study.and Research
in Agriculture (S EARCA) host-
ed by the Philippine govern-

ment in the University'

of the
Ph1 ines-Los Bafios. -

ment on. Chmate
Change ast December. '

The a%}])mach baartall)r fo-
e use of ecosystems -

cuses on

and biodiversity services as

part of an overall strategy

d&te

.aptatron priority
~will address ecosystem resil-
“{ence and ecological integrity.

The Philippine delegation
shared experiences on various

+ EbA-CoP- approach Ils h
one of the CoPs adopted in the
Paris Ag

~ to hélp people adapt to the
adverse impact o chmate

chan e. ..
Ecosystem-based adapta-

tion helps reduce the vulner-

able management of natural

-resources and conservation of

ecosystems, and usmg them
purposely,
Locally, the EbA concept

is part of the commitment of
‘the Department of Environ-

ment and Natural Resources

* (DENR) to the Paris Agree-.

ment or UN Framework Con-

Vention on Climate Change on"

itfgnclusiom in the naturally

amgng the climate change ad
issues ¢

programs covering ridge-to-
reef (mountain-to- sea% ap-
proach, greenhouse gas inven-

tory, mainstreaming climate -

mnined contributions as 4

'Phl, 19 other countries launch global ecosystem program

resilience and green growth
planning, sector vulnerabil-
ity and risk assessment, and
natural resources accounting

. and valuation. - -

 All these factors are rel-
evant to ecosystem-based

| ,ada tation.

e delegates from the

* Ph1]1pp1nes were Alexis Lapiz,
. eco-town program officer of
‘the government’s Climate

Change Commissign; Eliza-
‘beth Bardojo, environment

planner/geographic infor-

 mation system specialist of
- the Housing ap

1 Land Use

-Regulatory Bog#d — Southern

Tagalog; Dojfjres Nuevas,

- GIZ-Philippin#s senior advis-

" er; and Ma. Gérarda Asuncion

Merilo, DENR-Environmental

- Management Bureau-Climate
- Change Office.

SEARCA, hosted by the
government ‘throu; gh the De-
partment of Educatlon, was
represented by Lope Santos
I1I, program specialist. '

. - Rudy Femandez
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TA. CRUZ,

pez, during a visit to this .mining-
plagued town on Tuesday, said that

the agency fully supports President

Duterte’s decision not to honor the
" Paris Climate Change conference

accord. .
Lopez said she and Duterte haven’ t

 discussed the issue yet, but said that
the chief executive may have good
reasons for not complylng with the
country’s carbon emissions-reduc-
tion promise.

Duterte on Monday stressed that

" he is not obliged by the commitment

~ will maintain the present emission.
So I said, ‘that’s stupid.’ I sald ‘Twill -
not honor that’ ”

- Mining check |
Lopez s visit to here is more than just

' overseeing the stoppage of the mmmg‘

| operatlons -

She also met with residents who la-
mented that mining operations have rav-
aged their lands in the last few years.

Lopez visited areas damaged by

rampant mining and announced that
all mining operations here w1ll be
- audited. |

" The town itseif has four mlnmg
firms operating that the agency sus-
pended for not complying with the
‘environmental safety standards.

Back to mining

Fearing of losing their means of

(DENR) Secretary Gina Lo-

made by the pretvlous administration,
and pointed out that if the Philippines

were to comply with the international
covenant, it would hinder the eco-

nomic growth of the country.
‘PH progress on the lme
Despite the non-compliance of
the Philippines to the Paris accord,
Lopez assured that Malacafiang has
its own agenda on the climate change

1ssue.

cord prevents developing countries

like the Philippines from conducting.
economic activities that first-world

countries have done when they were
still developing.

“We are going into it. But you are
trying fo stymie us with an agreement

- that says this is as far as you go-you

livelihood, more than 200 mine work-

ers and their beneficiaries from Era-

men Minerals on Tue sday appealed to

the national government to allow the
resumption of operations of respon-
sible mining firms.

“We believe that our company is .

operating responsibly. Government

‘environment auditors have seen the

manner how Ermane is operating.
There is progressive rehabilitation

-of the mining areas,” said Eramen
- labor leader Orlan Mayor.

He pointed out that on November
22, 2013, the company received the
Presidential Titanium Award and

Safest Surface Operation Award, add-
ing that the company has also been
actively implementing community
and education projects.

—

The Presu‘lent sald that the ac-
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE NEWS CLIPPINGS

De Lima: ‘Pinas makikinaban
sa Paris climate change pact :

Hinimok ni Sen. Leila M. de Lima si Presidente

. Rodrigo Duterte na ikonsidera ang naunang posisyon

'na hindi kilalanin ang commitment ng bansa sa Pa-

'ris Agreement on Climate Change, dahil malaki ang

pakinabang ng bansa dito bilang signatory sa nasa-
bing kasunduan.

Ipinarating ni De Lima ang kanyang ‘unsolicited
suggestion’ kung saan sinabi nito na mahigit 200 ban-
sa, kabilang ang Pilipinas, ang lumagda sa kasunduan
sa idinaos na 21st Conference of Parties in France
noong Disyembre. |

“The Philippines which is a signatory to the Paris
agreement stands to benefit more from honoring our
commitment to this international agreement not on-
ly in terms of financial aid but also on technology-
transfer and capacity-building assistance for disaster
mitigation,” paliwanag nito.

~ “As head of state, President Duterte should honor
the Paris agreement if we also want other countries
to rally behind us in our monumental victory in the
- West Philippine Sea arbitration case,” ayon sa dating
justice secretary, *
. Nauna rito, sinabi ni Duterte na hindi nito kikila-
'lanin ang commitment ng Pilipinas sa Paris Agree-
- ment on Climate Change dahil sa imposition ng ilang
y industrialized countries na magbawas ng inilalabas

; na carbon na pipigil sa industrial growth ng bansa.
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_By Irma Falth Pal

'.Inqmrer Vlsayas

DUMAGUETE ClTY-—The thp-

‘pines must honor the interna-
tional treaty on climate change
‘to show a good example to other
‘nations, the country’s national

scientist said on Wednesday.

~ “If we don’t abide by the Paris
-‘Agreement we will contribute

to the worsening increase in
temperature that will endanger

the whole world,” said marme
expert Dr. Angel C. Alcala.
President Duterte said he

“would not honor the Philip-

pines’ commitment to sign the

Paris Agreement, which was
reached by nearly 200 countrles
-in Paris last December.
~ The agreement binds signato-
ry nations to cutting down car-
“bon emissions to contain global
‘warming ‘below 2 degrees Cel-
sius, past which temperature ris-
es would be irreversible.

‘Mr. Duterte said his adminis-

tration would not honor the
agreement, as it would restrict
the economic development of
the Philippines. |

He blamed developmg coun-

tries for carbon emissions that

are raising temperatures,
“Alcala recalled that right af-

ter the May 9 ‘elections, Mr.

Duterte said he would honor all

mternatlonal agreements that

past administrations had en-

tered into, including the Paris
. Agreement on climate change.

“Now it looks like ... he has
changed his mind,” Alcala said.

“We should respect interna-
tional agreements. Otherwise,

“we would be no different from
other nations, b1g and small,

[that cause] the rise in tempera-

tures to dangerous levels of 2 de- -

grees or [higher],” said Alcala,
who is also ¢hair of Silliman Uni-

versity- Angelo King Center for
" Research and Enwronmental
- Management.

Good example

“Whether or not we are a non-

polluter—because we don’t pro-
. duce as much carbon dioxide as
‘the industrialized nations—we
‘should be in unity with other
‘countries by showing a good ex-
ample on a globally important
environmental issue,” he said.

~ “Industrialization can contin-
ue as planned if there are provi-
sions for sequestering the car-

‘bon dioxide produced through
activities like planting more ar-

eas with forest trees, and pro-
tecting our existing troplcal

rainforests,” he added. N
Mr. Duterte said other coun-

tries “reached the apex” of in-
dustrialization, emitting con-
taminants along the way, and
now were “trying to stymle our

 she said.

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

Jonor Paris accor ’

by

nat’l scientist urges Duterte

growth that says you can go on-

1y up to here—that’s stupid.”

But Sen. lLeila de Lima on
Wednesday called on Mr. Duterte

. to change his stand and honor

the Paris Agreement

“The Philippines, Wthh is a
signatory to the Paris Agreement,

stands to benefit more from hon-
oring our commitment to this in-

_temanonal agreement not only

in terms of financial aid but also

in technology transfer and capac-

ity-building assistance for dlsas-

ter mitigation,” De Lima said.

De Lima placed the climate
change deal in parallel with the

ruling last week of the Perma-
nent Court of Arbitration in favor

of the Philippines in the dispute

‘with China in the South Chma

Sea.

“As head of state, Pre:ndent
Duterte should honor the Paris
Agreement if we also want oth-
er countries to rally behind usin
our monumental victory in the
[South China Sea] arbitration
case,” she said. |

‘Not zero-sum game

Commenting on Mr. Duterte’s
fear that the temperature cap set

-in the Paris Agreement would
stunt the economic growth of

the Philippines, De Lima said it
was “not a zero-sum game.”

' “We can still grow our econo-
my and achieve [growth] with-
out compromising our commit-

ment and industrial growth to-
ward combating climate change,”

With a reportfrom
- Tarra Quismundo in Manila
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