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massive land reclamation.

“The PRA [Philippine Reclamation Au-
thority] gave me a presentation on Tues-
day. During the presentation, they told
me that they don’t do anything without
addressing environmental issues. But
maybe Ishould talk to the other sidealso,”
she said, referring to those who oppose
land reclamation.

Lopez had started to tighten the
screws on mining companies. Aside
from a mining audit, Lopez had ordered
a moratorium on the approval of new
mining projects and wants the Philip-
pine Mining Act amended toincrease the
government’'s and communities’ share
in mining profits. She also expressed
her disapproval to the open-pit mining
method, which is the preferred method
of large-scale mining companies.

Massiveland-reclamation projectsare
being strongly opposed by some quarters,
particularly environmental groups, be-
cause—like mining—they cause massive
environmental destruction. Aside from
destroying coastal and marine ecosys-
tems, land-reclamation projects, they say,
also cause people, particularly fishermen,

to suffer.
The PRA is an attached agency of the

By f(}NATHAN MAYUGA« » @mlmuyuga

UST like mmmg and coal fired
power projects, land-reclamation
‘ventures will also have to

| go through the eye of a needle
~under the watch of Environment

Secretary Regma Paz L. Lopez

Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) that regulates land-rec-
lamation projects. |

As chief of the DENR, Lopez would also
be making hard decisions on land reclama-
tion that would eventually fallinto her lap.

The PRA only flashes the green light
for any land-reclamation project upon
the approval or clearance from concerned
government agencies, particularly the
DENR’s Environmental Management Bu-
reau, whichissues the environmental com-
pliance certificate, as well as the DENR’s
Biodiversity Management Bureau and the
Bureau of Fisheriesand Aquatic Resources
of the Department of Agriculture.

There are currently eight massive land-
reclamation projectsin thepipeline, some of
which are being evaluated by the PRA, while
others are awaiting final approval either by
the Office of the President pr the National
Economic Development Authority.

Most of these land-reclamation projects
are public-private partnership ventures in-

volving vast tracts of coastal and marine ar-
‘eas, and would, most likely, happen within -

the next 10 years upon final approval.
In Cebu alone, a growth center in Cen-

tral Philippines, land reclamation hasbeen
happening, threatening the integrity of
marine ecosystem in the province, includ-
ing the Tanon Strait Protected Se‘iﬁcape,

LAND-RECLAMATION PROJECTS, LIKE MINING, FACE STRICT SCRUTINY

Lt |

a major fishing ground and an important
migratory pathway of marine wildlife, like
whale sharks, locally called butandi ng, dol-
phins; and turtles, or pawikan.

Oceana Philippines, an 1nternatmnal
ocean-conservation advocacy group, has
appealed to President Duterte to stop
the “illegal” land-reclamation projects
in the province. -

According to Lopez, she will consult
experts and environmental groups to get
inputs before coming up with a policy pro-
nouncement on land reclamation.

“Ireally have to find out why they doz’
like it [land reclamation], and then find
out what the environmental [groups have
to say). | am not really yet through with
all the facts. ButIwasassured by the PRA
that they follow environmental rules. Let
me find out,” she said.

Clemente Bautista, national coordina-
tor of the Kalikasan-People’'s Network
for the Environment (Kalikasan-PNE),
said Lopez can consult several groups
that could help her on the issue of land
reclamation.

These include the People’s Network for
the Integrity of Coastal Habitat and Ecosys-
tems, or People’s NICHE; Save LagunaLake
Movement; and Save Manila Bay Network.

“These groups have consistently and
successfully protected our coastal ar-
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The numberofm“ -
‘massiveland-
reclamation projects -

in the pipeline-

In an interview with the BUSINESS-
MIRROR, Lopez said she will con-
sult with experts and enwronmental

groups about development projects that
mvolve urban expansion through

CONTINUED ON A2

eas, particularly Manila Bay and Lagu-
na Bay, where the biggest reclamation
projects are located,” Bautista said in

an interview.
“We are more than willing to help the

DENR Secretary'and the Duterte admin-

istration in [crafting] their policies and
programs, as long as it work toward the
protection of our waterresources and eco-
systems while respecting the rights of our
people and communities,” Bautista said.

Kalikasan-PNE believesthat thereisno
needtoreclaimcoastalandlakeshoreareas,
noting that the countryhasmoreidlelands
to develop if the intention is to establish
mass housing, or new sites for commercial
and industrial use.

“Reclamation is double-edge environ-
mental tragedy. First, youneed to devastate
mountains or land areas to get landfill and
reclamation materials and, second, devas-
tate water ecosystem by filling them with
soil” Bautista said. |

Forits part, the militant Pambansang
Lakas ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya ng
Pilipinas (Pamalakaya-Pilipinas) is urg-
ing Lopez to include the rural people,
including the fishermen and farmers, in
her planned public consultations on Iand
and coastal reclamation.

Sought for reaction, Pamalakaya,
through Salvador France, its vice chair-
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man, said farmers ana fishermen are
the front-line casualties of land recla-
mation. The rural people are always at
the receiving end of negative effects of

environmental degradation.
“I and- and coastal-based reclamations

jeopardize not only the environment, but-

primarily the lives of the fishers and farm-
ers,” France added. |

He said land-reclamation projectsalways
lead to displacement of fishers and farmers
from their main source of livelihood.

“It fuels demolition of fishingand farm-

Ing communities to give way to money-
making businesses at the expense of rural.

people’s tranquil lives,” France said.
According to France, productive fishing
and farming zones are turned into money-
making hub by businesses pushing forland
reclamation, benefiting only the rich.

“We want a propeople and genuine en-

vironmental protection that will promote
sustainablelivelihood and development to
the people,” he said. |

The group reminded Lopez to prohibit
not only wanton large-scale mining opera-
tions, but also other activities that destroy
the environment and the lives of the people.

Kalikasan-PNE and Pamalakaya have

been backing Lopez’s environmental
advocacy, particularly her tough stance

against coal and mining.
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DENR Stops
mmmg In

COTABATO CITY—The Depart-

ment of Environment and Natu-

ral Resources (DENR) in the Au-
tonomous Region in Muslim

Mindanao (ARMM) has sus-

pended all mlmng operatlons in

the region. | .
The move came in the wake
of an audit of all mining opera-
tions ordered by Environment
Secretary Gina Lopez.
President Rodrigo Duterte

has taken a tough stance

against what he said was irre-

sponsible mining that has de-
stroyed the land but did not,

benefit the people.

The ARMM office of the
DENR issued the order after:
~ Gov. Mujive Hataman, who won

reelection, issued a policy state-

ment on mining when he as- -

sumed office on June 30.

Hadji Kahal Kedtag, ARMM.

environment secretary, said the

“order to suspend mining in the

region was released on July 12
after the DENR office in ARMM

finished organizing a task
‘group to conduct a perfor-

mance audit of mining firms
and review permits 1ssued for
mining operations. _
Executive Order No. 79, is-
sued by Hataman, outlines re-
forms in the mining sector and

- provides guidelines for environ-

mental protection in mining op-

erations.

"-Co mTa

- The ARMM has been empow-
ered by its charter and mining
- laws to issue minerdl production
| sharlng agreements (MPSAs).

Among the companies issued '

- MPSAs by the ARMM goversy

T ;w"!i‘ ﬂg.:l'l'-‘é;f‘_ﬁr-eh,.
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operate in Tawi-Tawi province.

Tawi Nrckel“ Group,
- Singcara Mlmng and Develop-
- ment Corp., Pax Libera Mining
 Inc. , Chan C. Mining and Hikan-
jay Mlnmg Inc. The cornpames-

These, and other " mining

- firms in ARMM, are required to

prove compliance with laws
governing environmental pro-

‘tection, relationship with -com--

munities affected by mining

and rehabilitation of mined out

areas. |
Failure to do so, said Kedtag,

N would lead to the closure of the
companies. SN

On orders of Hataman, the

members of the task group to
Tawi-Tawi that include officials

of the regional DENR office and

representatives of civil society

- groups.

They would conduct a
monthlong audit of mining
firms’ compliance with respon-
sible mining requirements.

Lawyer Randolph Parcasio, a
former consultant for the Unit-
ed Nations Development Pro-
gram, leads- the task group.

Nash B. Maulana, Inquirer
Mindanao :

DENR office of ARMM sent |
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No Gina, there are no mmes

in 10 poorest PH provmces

NONE of the 10
' poorest provinces in

the country hosts a

mine, belying Envi--
ronment

Secretary
Regina Lopez’s claim
that “the poorest ar-

eas in the Philip-

pines are mining ar-

~eas,” according to

the Chamber of

Mines of the Philip-

pines (COMP).

- “We do not cause
suffering in areas
where we .operate,

- contrary to’ Lopez’s
~ belief,” COMP exec-

utive vice president

Nelia C. Halcon said
in a statement.

“In fact, we ease
these sufferings by
complementing the

government’s deliv-

ery of social services
and by implement-
ing our environmen-
tal protection and
enhancement pro-
grams,” Halcon said.

The COMP cited
data from the Philip-
pine Statistics Au-
thority’s 2015 First
Semester - Poverty

 Statistics, which lists
among the poorest

provinces L.anao del

Sug, Sulu, Sarangani,
Northern  Samar,
Maguindanao, Bu-

‘kidnon, Sultan Ku-

darat, Zamboanga
del Norte, Siquijor

“and Agusan del Sur.

In these provinces,
poverty  incidence
were recorded at 74
percent in Lanao del

Sur and 54 percent

in Agusan del Sur.
“None of these
provinces play host

to mining ﬁrms,”
Halcon said.
“On the Other
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hand, the mining
towns of Benguet in
the Cordillera Ad-
ministrative Region

posted low poverty

incidence according
to the PSA report 1n
2012,” she said.

Halcon 'said Ito-

gon, which hosts
Benguet Corp. and

Philex Mining Corp.,
posted a poverty inci-

dence of 4.8 percent.
She said poverty
incidence in Manka-

;.__{yan, where Lepanto
“.Consolidated Min-
*s.flﬂg Co. |
“Wwas pegged at 6.2

operates,

- percent. This was al-
so recorded at 4.6
percent Tuba, where
Philex is present.
Halcon said the

Caraga region bene-

fited the most from
mining taxes accord-
ing to the December
2015 report of the
Philippine Extractive
Industries  Trans-

~parency Initiative.

“Caraga was able
to collect P106.9
million fromm the dif-
ferent
companies  opera-
tion,” she said. “But

it was the province

of Cebu that posted
the highest in tax
shares, cq]lectmg
around P93 million.”

Ronnel W. Domingo '

extractive
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MINING lobby Chamber of Mines
of the Philippines refuted the state-
ment of Environment Secretary
~ Regina Paz Lopez that “the poorest
areas in the Philippines are min-
ing areas.”

~ "Wedo not cause suffering in areas
whiere we operate, contrary to Lopez’s
belief. In fact, we ease these sufferings
by complementing the government's
delivery of social services and by im-

plementing our environmental pro-.

' tection and enhancement programs,”

COMP executive vice president Nelia

Halcon stressed.

Citing data from the Philippine

Statistics Authority 2015 First Semes-
ter Poverty Statistics, Halcon said the
10 poorest provinces in the country
are Lanao del Sur with 74.3 percent
- poverty rate; Sulu; 65.7 percent;
Sarangani, 61.7 percent; Northern
| Samar, 61.6 percent; Maguindanao,
59.4 percent; Bukidnon, 58.7 per-
cent; Sultan Kudarat, 56.2 percent;
Zamboanga del Norte, 56.1 percent;
Siquijor, 55.2 percent; and Agusan
del Sur, 54.8 percent.

“None of these provinces play
host to mining firms,” Halcon said.

On the other hand, the mining
towns of Benguet in the Cordillera
Administrative Region (CAR) posted
a low poverty incidence rate accord-
ing to the PSA report in 2012.

’3" HATELJK. CDMMUNICATiDN AND EN T!Aﬂ iE

ltogon, which hosts Benguet
Corporation and Philex Min-
ing Corporation, posted a pov-
erty incidence rate of 4.8 percent;
Mankayan, which hosts Lepanto
Consolidated Mining Co., 6.2 per-
cent; and Tuba, which hosts Philex
Mining Corporation, posted a 4.6
percent poverty rate.

In CAR, the industry sector, includ-
ing mining and quarrying, contrib-
uted most to the 2012 regional econ-
omy with P108.23 million compared

to the agriculture sector’s contribution

of P21.8 million. The services sector
contributed P74 million. .

Updated figures of PSA-CAR
show that in 2014 the industry sec-
tor contributed P25.3 million to the
regional economy while agriculture

“contributed P25.3 million and

services contributed P89.6 million.
Mining and quarrying is the sec-
ond largest contributor to CAR's
industry sector, she added.
Meanwhile, Caraga Region ben-
efited the most from mining taxes ac-
cording to the December 2015 report

of the Philippine Extractive Industries

Transparency Initiative Report. Caraga
was able to collect P106.9 million
from the different extractive compa-
nies operation in the region.

The other top four regions that
benefited from mining revenues
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are Regions VII, V, Il and CAR.
But it was the Province of

Cebu that posted the highest in
tax shares, collecting around P93

- million. Of this, Toledo City was

able to collect P87.6 million while
the remaining P5.3 million was
collected by Mandaue City.
Carmen Copper Corporation,
a fully-owned subsidiary of Atlas

Mining, was the sole contributor

to the mining shares collected by
Toledo City.

[n Region I, Oceanagold Philip-
pines, Inc. contributed P29 mil-
lion to the coffers of the Munici-
pality of Kasibu, Nueva Vizcaya.

The municipalities of Bataraza,
Claver, Siocon and Tuba are ex-
amples of 4th class towns which
are now 1st class municipalities
with the entry of mining firms into
their communities, COMP said.

The tax revenues, public infrastruc-
ture, jobs and livelihood generated .
through mining are testament that the
industry is the government's partner in
social development, it said.

Majority of COMP members
are already ISO 14001 certified
and are also recipients of the Presi-
dential Mineral Industry and En-
vironmental Award for sustained
responsible mining practices.
JAMES KONSTANTIN GALVEZ
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Top Frontier may raise publlc float above 11.81%

TOP Frontier Investment Holdings
Inc. intends to increase its public

float beyond the present level of

11.81 percent.

“We are open to increase our
public tloat,” Ifigo Zobel, the
company’s chairman said during
the firm’s stockholders’ meeting
on Thursday. '
~ Top Frontier is the majority
shareholder of diversified con-
glomerate San Miguel Corp.
Zobel, who owns a chunk of Top

Frontier’s equity, did not elaborate.

The minimum public float as
mandated by the law is 10 percent.

The company recently issued

some P25.88 billion worth of per-
petual preferred shares, convertible

to preferred shares, in favor of
Bryce Canyon Investments Ltd., a
British Virgin Islands firm.

Once the preferred shares are
converted, it will increase Top
Frontier's free float level, Ramon

“Ang, the company’s president and

chief executive officer, noted.

"We do not know right now
how much will be the increase, but
the intention is to make it as much
as posstble so it will be widely held
by the public,” Ang said.

Top Frontier owns 66.2 percent
of SMC. It listed on the PSE by
way of introduction in January
2014, which did not require the
company sell shares.

In the first quarter of the year

Top Frontier posted a net income
of P14.6 billion or more than
double the P6.13 billion it made
a year earlier. Consolidated sales
revenue hit P159.62 billion, mar-
ginally higher than in 2015.
Although most businesses postéd
revenue increases, these were offset
by the lower revenue of Petron Corp.
The group’s consolidated oper-
ating income reached P22 billion,
a 40 percent jump year-on-year,
mainly attributed.
Wholly-owned subsidiary Cla-

‘riden Holdings Inc. holds several

mining permits in the country, in-
cluding mineral production sharing
agreements for the Nonoc Nickel
Project, Mt. Cadig Nickel Project,

and Lo-oc limestone project

Ang said he is not worried by
recent pronouncement of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources Sec-
retary Gina Lopez, a staunch anti-
mining advocate, since most of the

‘mines that the company owns are

all old firms, and therefore have
valid and existing permits.
“We still have valid MPSA [min-
eral production sharing agreement],
so there’s no problem. I think DENR

- [Department of Environment and

Natural Resources] is strict on the is-
suance of new permits to new firms.
But they are not shutting down the
existing mining firms that are com-
pliant,” Ang said.

KATRINA MENNEN A. VALDEZ
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While caught in contradicting po-
sitions about the moratorium on new
mining projects, both the Department

of Environment and Natural Resources
- (DENR) and Chamber of Mines of the

Philippines (COMP) were challenged
by a group to put a legal definition on
"responsible mining".

Alyansa Tigil Mina (ATM) national
coordinator Jaybee Garganera said

the coalition believes that responsible

mining will remain to be "a myth" until
the government would put legal defini-
tion into it.

Then he "challenged" both COMP
and the DENR to push for the proposed
Alternative Minerals Resrources Bill
(AMMB) as a starting point to discuss
the concept of responsible mining.

The proposed AMMB, otherwise

~ known as the Philippine Mineral

Resources Act (PMRA), is currently

-pending in Congress and was crafted to

frame the legal and operational defini-
tion of responsible mining.

"We assert that responsible mining
cannot be reduced to ISO certification,
as earlier proposed by DENR-MGB

" DENR, mining groups call for legal
defmltlon of ‘responsible mining’

[Mmes and Geosciences Bureaul,"
Garganera said.

He was referring to the ISO 14001
certification that all companies are
supposed to get in order to keep thelr
mining permits. |

The ISO 14001 standard requires
every mining contractor the highest,

most acceptable level of efficiency in
terms of extracting minerals, while at

the same time ensuring that the envi-
ronment is not compromise.

- Upon taking over the DENR chiet
position, Gina Lopez, who was known
for strongly advocating against min-
ing, somehow cooled down and said
she's no longer anti-mining but anti-
suffering. |

‘She even said firmly that if the
companies are found not responsible
— or if their operations are hurting the
environment and affecting negatively

the community surrounding their op-

erations — they could lose their license
to operate immediately.

Garganera also said that ATM sup-

ports the move of Lopez to immediately
conduct an audit of all mining projects

- keeping the moratorium on mining ap-

plications, and her personal position

~ units are more than willing

against open-pit mining.

"Our alliance also believes that
Secretary Lopez made the correct call
in stating publicly that we need a new
mining law," he further said.

However, he suggested Lopez to
ensure that the audit is not limited to
technical and operational matters of
mining projects but would also look
into social, economic, political, health

and gender impacts of these -
mining projects to the host-
communities.

"It is also critical that
pending/live legal cases or
complaints against the min-
ing company and their op-
erations are investigated as
part of the audit," he added.

Then concluded that the
the mining-affected commu-
nities, their support groups,
and even local government

to submit reports, evidence,
affidavits, petitions, testimo- |
nies, case studies and other
relevant information to push
forward with Lopez’ stance
on mining.
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Global Ferronickel Holdings
Inc. (FNI), the second largest

nickel producer in the country
“and the largest single lateritic
. mine producer in the world, said
‘yesterday it has obtained IS0
' Certification for its operations
-in Surigao del Norte.

“The ISO certification is

: testament to our commitment
' to preserve and protect the

~environment,” said Dange
 Bravo, president of FNI.

The Environmental

‘Management System of
‘Platinum Group Metals
~Corporation. » wholly-owned
subsidiary of FNI, has been
assessed and registered by
‘Intertek Philippines as

- conforming to the requirements

of the International

Organization for
~Standardization (ISO)
- 14001:20156.

The certification focuses on

the management of the

mining op eratl ons

gl v e plely " oy ey . b e A

environmental aspects related
to the Management of Mining
Operation of Nickeliferous
Laterite Ore and Other
Associated Minerals.

The purpose of this

International Standard is to

provide organizations with a
framework to protect the
environment and respond to
changing environmental
conditions in balance with socm—
economic needs.

It specifies requirements
that enable an organization to
achieve the intended outcomes
it sets in order to build success
over the long term and create
options for contributing to
sustainable development.

FNI is one of the two listed

nickel mining firms in Surigao
del Norte aside from Nickel

Asia. It currently operates in a
4,300-hectare mining area in
Claver, Surigao del Norte.

Ed Velasco
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Philex awaits go-ahead to proceed
with drilling in disputed waters

- By Miguel R. Camus

PHILEX Mining Corp., which con-
trols rights to explore oil and gas
resources in disputed waters off
Palawan, was waiting for guidance
from the Philippine government
on their next step after an interna-
tional court denied China’s claims
to most of the West Philippine Sea.
Philex chair Manuel V. Pangili-
nan said the group would still need
to study the decision of the Perma-
nent Court of Arbitration in the
Hague, adding that “we have to
take our cue from the govern-
ment.” '
The statement comes as diplo-
macy was urged between China,
the Philippines and other regional
neighbors with similar territorial
claims, like Indonesia and Viet-
- nam. Following the release of the
decision early this week, China
said it would ignore the ruling and
vowed to protect its sovereignty
over the West Philippine Sea, inter-

“nevertheless

national reports showed.

“We don’t want to move without
the government guiding us what to
do,” Pangilinan told reporters on

the sidelines of a Smart Communi-

cations event late Wednesday.
Pangilinan is also chair and CEO of
PLDT, the country’s biggest
telecommunications company, and
owner of Smart.

Pangilinan said the news was
“positive” for the
country.

Philex Mining controls Forum
Energy Ltd., which has a 70-per-
cent operating interest in SC 72

Recto Bank, also known as Reed

Bank, that covers.the Sampaguita
natural gas discovery off West
Palawan. |

Forum is 67.19 percent owned
by Philex Petroleum, which i is con-
trolled by Philex Mining.

The Sampaguita prospect is esti-
mated to hold up to 20 trillion cu-
bic feet of natural gas.

Moving forward, Pangilinan

said they may still need to engage a
foreign partner, given the potential
scale of the project.

“I think we would need a foreign
partner, assuming there’s gas
there,” he said.

Philex was in earlier talks with
China’s CNOOC for a possible joint
venture. ,

Pangilinan said Wednesday
there had been no further negotia-
tions with CNOOC since the Philip-

‘pines challenged China’s claim in

2013, when it filed a motion for ar-
bitration in a UN tribunal. |

Forum suspended all explo-
ration work at SC 72 last year with
the government’s consent due to
the territorial dispute with China.
Philex Petroleum said the so-called
sub-phase of SC 72 had been put
on hold “until further notice.”

The terms of the second sub-
phase and all subsequent sub-
phases will be extended, Philex
Petroleum’s 2015 annual report

-showed.
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lifts nickel prices

MANILA/LONDON (Reuters) - An
environmental crackdown on Philip-
pine mines, which helped drive nickel
prices to eight-month highs, is likely to
have only a muted impact on exports
to China in the short term because the

biggest mines have met guidelines,

experts said.

- The Philippines is the biggest ex-.

porter to top metals consumer China
of nickel ore, used to make stainless

steel.

A smattering of smaller mines are
likely to be affected in coming months
and new mines will probably face tough
going in the future, but the review ot the
mining sector is not likely to result in a
quick drop in shipments.

"The Chinese think the Philippines
will continue exporting ore to China and
only some small mines will be affected.
They're not worried about the situation
at the moment," said Peter Peng, ana-

lyst at CRU consultancy in Beijing.

- The biggest Philippine producer,
Nickel Asia Corp., which has already
complied with international mining

~ standards, accounted for close to 40 per-

cent of Philippine nickel ore production
last year, according to analyst David
Wilson at Citi in London.

Three other major miners also say |

they have approvals, while small scale
miners only accounted for about 11
percent of ore produced last year, he
added.

“We therefore suspeét that the “

impact of environmental license sus-

pension may be more limited than

initially feared, and believe the recent
rally will run out of steam,” Wilson said
In a note.

Of the 40 operating mines, 21 have
obtained their ISO 14001 certification,
Ronald Recidoro of the Chamber of

“Mines of the Philippines told Reuters.
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" Climate change
finance readmess

I N his keynote address at the
. recent Asia LEDS Forum 2016
in Hanoi, Secretary Emmanuel De
Guzman of the Climate Change
Commission noted that “the
financial resources needed by the
world to avert a global catastro-
phe that could make our planet
uninhabitable are staggering. But
the costs of inadequate actions
are even greater; they are, in fact,
incalculable. Humanity's future
hangs in the balance.”

Here are some of the estimates.

The fifth Assessment Report by
the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change {(IPCC) approxi-
mates the costs of adaptation in
developing countries could be
- between $70 billion and $100 bil-
lion per year covering the period
between 2010 and 2050. UNEP
says that national and sector level
studies show that adaptation costs
in 2030 are likely to be in the
range of $140 billion to $300
billion per annum. By 2050, total
costs could be in the range of $2 80
billion to $500 billion. _

These amounts are staggering.
Given this significant gap, bilateral
and multilateral institutions will
play an important role, as external

fund sources need to be raised to

help developing countries. The

. | The (-Suite
% Corner

BENEL D.
LAGUA

Green Climate Fund for example,
has received pledges of $10.2 bil-
lion from the developed world.
Even as this is a small sum, it is
necessary to leverage this fund
with capital from the private sector
and from institutional investors in
order to achieve a major scale-up.

Subsequently the matter of
ensuring fund utilization by
the countries in need must be
addressed. Whatever is avail-
able from multilateral and
bilateral must be translated
into accounts on the ground
by local firms engaged in cli-
mate adaptation or mitigation
projects. The pledged amount
must reach the intended ben-
eficiaries in the domestic arena.

The challenge for developing
countries like the Philippines is
to figure out how it can actually
access and make use of this re-
source. The country must develop
the capacity to generate bankable

- projects that can be supported

by climate finance resource. We

must strengthen our absorptlve
capacity and develop the delivery

- structure down to the field level,

and strengthen the participating
Institutions in this network. For
the Green Climate Fund, the
country's National Designated
Authority will play a critical role.

To move forward, we should
develop an enabling environment
for addressing gaps in execution.
The country must be able to pre-
pare and present climate finance.
projects that can tap into climate
ﬁnance resources. The country

must take steps to identify op-
portunities on bankable projects,
which can fit the requirements of
climate finance providers. |

The general view is that loca]
proponents are unable to access
these funds. Some of the barriers
to finance are the following:

Lack of project proponents with
evidence to demonstrate viability;

Lack of capacity and knowl-

edge to develop and package
project proposals:

Need to improve creditwor-

thiness:

Limited awareness on financing

source and i Instruments; and,

Lack of know-how on credit

project assessment criteria and
selection procedures.
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Thus the intervention must not
be on the country level alone. We
must enhance the capacity of de-
velopment institutidns to finance
environmentally and climate

. friendly technology and improve
their environment performance.
This is a challenge that institutions
like the Development Bank of the
Philippines are trying to address.
We are assessing our exposure to
high capacity, climate vulnerable
sectors and projects. We have to
improve and enhance our pro-
tocols for effective climate risk
management. We have to develop
fi€w programs that will finance
energy efficiency projects and

Improve the capacity of our cadre
of officers and staff involved in

this effort. We have to strengthen
Our project management, envi-
fonmental and social safeguards,
including the parameters for
measuring, reporting and verify-
Ing the impacts of investments.

Finally, we need to encourage
project proponents who will em-
brace the challenge of taking risks
in climate mitigation and adapta-
tion projects. More ventures must
be exploited in the following
areas: solid waste management,
watershed management, green
buildings, sustainable construc-
tion, green jobs, eco-labeling
projects, sustainable consump-
tion, clean air and sustainable
transports, and renewable energy
like solar, wind, hydro, geother-
mal, biomass, among others.

Benel D. Lagua is executive vice

president at the Development

Bank of the Philippines. He is an

active FINEX member and a long

time advocate of risk-based lend-

ing for SMEs, The views expressed
herein are his own and does not
necessarily reflect the opinion of

his office as well as FINEX.

.
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AMSTERDAM ~ China’s lawsuits if Beijing refuses to

resounding defeat in a legal compromise on access to the

battle with the Philippines resource-rich region.
over territorial claims in There are several avenues

the South China Sea could for litigation that countries
embolden other states to file could pursue rather than risk
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Court decision may spur more
arbitration vs China

any action at sea that would
worsen military tensions, le-
gal and security experts said.

The Permanent Court of

Arbitration (PCA) in The
Hague concluded that China

had violated the Philippines’
economic and sovereign
rights. Brunei, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Taiwan and Viet-
nam also have unresolved,
overlapping claims on parts

el —

of the South China Sea.
A five-judge tribunal dis-
missed China’s “nine-dash
line” — a 69-year-old claim
to roughly 85 percent of the

Turn to Page 8

COUI't From Page 1

historic claims. That bolsters

South China Sea — saying it
was unlawful under the 1982
UN Convention on the Law of
the Sea (UNLCLOS).

The ruling is binding for
Beijing and Manila, but it also
set a legal precedent by deter-

“mining that UNCLOS rules

“take precedence over China’s

17 el ey 7 e ke R - -

the treaty’s standing in inter-
‘national law, experts said.

~ “Tt will have enormous 1m-
pact on future jurisprudence
and on the perceived legiti-
macy of other claims in the
South China Sea and around
the world,” said Gregory Pol-
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ing, head of the Asia Maritime
Transparency Initiative.

Although China rejected the
Hague court, which has no en-
forcement powers, Poling said
that the vast majority of inter-
national arbitration awards
over the last century have
eventually been respected.
“Reputational damage matters
to modern states,” he said.

Legal route open
The United States has

launched a round of qui-

et diplomacy to persuade
countries around the region
not to move aggressively
to capitalize on the ruling,
several US administration

officials said on Wednesday.
“This is a blanket call

for quiet, not some attempt
to rally the region against
China, which would play
into a false narrative that
the US is leading a coali-
tion to contain China,” said
one official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity to
describe private diplomatic
messages.

Indonesia and Vietnam,
which have overlapping
claims to fishing rights and
mineral reserves, will remain
highly reluctant to confront
Beijing, even though the rul-
ing strengthened their legal
position, diplomats and ex-
perts said.

“Vietnam must be very
happy, Indonesia too and
perhaps Malaysia less obvi-
ously,” said Jerome Cohen of
the Council on Foreign Rela-
tions, the New York-based
foreign policy think tank.

“Vietnam and Indone-
sia can credibly threaten to
launch their own arbitrations

unless Beijing gives assur-
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ances of better behavior and
shows a willingness to com-
promise,” he said. _

In 2014, during a mari-
time dispute that caused the
biggest breakdown 1n ties
in decades, Vietnam said it
was considering legal ac-
tions similar to the one the
Philippines brought over
the disputed Spratly and
Paracel islands. It made a
submission to the Philip-

pines case and has not ruled

out 1ts own action.
Indonesia said it wants

to send hundreds of fisher-

men to the contested Natuna
Islands to assert its sover-
eignty.

“We are aware that if we
don’t do this there could be
many claims that disrupt
the integrity of Indonesian
territory,” Chief Maritime
Minister Rizal Ramli told
reporters on Wednesday.

- Indonesia objects to Chi-
na’s inclusion of waters
around Natuna being in-
cluded within its nine-dash
line, but has sought to re-
main neutral in the dispute.

There are multiple alter-
native legal venues avail-
able. |

In addition to the ad-hoc
PCA tribunal in The Hague,
cases could be filed at the
UN’s highest court, the In-
ternational Court of Justice,
which deals with conflicts
between states and regularly

settles maritime boundary
disputes.

Another possible venue is
the Hamburg-based Interna-
tional Tribunal for the Law
of the Sea, which oversees
UNCLOS. It could not hear

‘the Philippines’ case because

it is not mandated to do ar-
bitration. — Reuters
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No Asean statement on sea row ruling

By Estrella Torres
and LeilaB. |
Salaverria

MEMBERS of the
Association
Southeast Asian Na-

tions (Asean) have
failed to issue a joint
statement on a land-

mark ruling by a
UN-backed arbitral

of

tribunal u'phol_ding--

the  Philippines’

sovereign rights in
" the disputed South

China Sea and in-
validated China’s
so-called nine-dash-
line. *
Foreign Secretary
Perfecto Yasay  Jr.
earlier said he ex-
pected the 10-nation

Asean to issue a joint
statement support-

ing the implementa-
tion of the historic
July 12 ruling, which
China has rejected.
“We hope Asean
will come up with a
unified statement, I
say this, in:the con-
text of the fact that

it will be important

for Asean to have a
unified

ruling],” Yasay had

said ahead of his

trip to attend the
11th Asia Europe
Meeting
Summit in Mongo-

lia’s capital, Ulaan-

bataar, this week.
Communication
Secretary  Martin

- Andanar said P_res’i—

dent Duterte was
skipping the two-
day Asem summit
beginning on Friday
because he wanted
to stay with Fil-
ipinos in the early

“days of his term.

Instead, Yasay

would represent the

country in the event,

the first internation- -

al gathering where

~ the country’s new
- leader will miss the

statement
[on the arbitration

lenged

(Asem)

chance to discuss the
Philippines’  fresh
victory in the arbitra-
tion case that chal-
Beijing’s
claim to the whole of

" the South China Sea.

President Duterte
has yet to specify the
country’s next move,
but his spokesperson
has said he was con-
sulting with experts
and would issue a
statement soon. He
had earlier said he
wanted to talk to

China in case the

Philippines won.
The Asem is an 1n-
formal process of di-
alogue and coopera-
tion that brings to-
gether  European
Union member
states and the Eu-
rope with 21 Asian
countries and the
Asean Secretariat.
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Testing the rule of law
in the South China Sea

The New York Times editorial

How China reacts to the sweepin
legal defeat over its claims to the Sout
China Sea will tell the world a lot about

- its approach to international law, the

use — measured or otherwise — of its
enormous power, and its global ambi-
tions. So far, the signs are troubling.
Beijing has defiantly rejected an inter-
national arbitration court’s jurisdiction
over a case brought by the Philippines
and insisted it will not accept Tuesday’s
pathbreaking judgment. .
The unanimous ruling, by a five-
judge tribunal in The Hague, was more
tavorable toward the Philippines and
broader in scope than experts had pre-
dicted. It said that under the United Na-
tions Convention on the Law of the Sea,
China had no legal basis to claim historic
rights over most of the waterway, which
is rich in resources and carries $5 trillion

in annujal trade.

The panel also faulted China for its
aggressive attempts to establish sover-

~eignty by shipping tons of dirt to trans-

form small reefs and rocks into artificial
islands with airstrips and other military
structures. China’s neighbors fear that it
intends to use these outposts to restrict
navigation and the rights of others to
fish and explore for oil and gas.

The Philippines filed t%le case in
2013 after China took control of a reef
known as Scarborough Shoal. The case
accused Beijing of interfering with fish-
ing, endangering ships and failing to
protect marine life. Manila also asked
the tribunal to reject China’s claims to
sovereignty within a so-called nine-

dash line that encompasses much of the
South China Sea and appears on official .

Chinese maps. |
- The judges ruled for the Philippines

on most claims in its complaint: China
had indeed violated international law
by causing “irreparable harm” to the
marine environment, endangering ships
and interfering with Philippine fishing
and oil exploration. Further, China had
1llegally built an artificial island on
Mischief Reef, complete with a military
airstrip, in waters belonging to the Phil-
ippines. |

The Law of the Sea treaty sets rules
for establishing zones of control over the
oceans based on distances to coastlines.
In addition to China and the Philippines,
Malaysia, Vietnam, Brunei, Indonesia
and Taiwan all claim parts of the South
China Sea. The tribunal is authorized
to deal with maritime disputes, not the
underlying land claims to the islands,
reefs and rocks that are also contested.
The decision is the first international
ruling on the disputed maritime issues
in the South China Sea. _

There are serious concerns about
what will happen next. The tribunal
has no authority to enforce its ruling,
and China, which boycotted the legal
process, threatens to use force to protect

the maritime interests the court has now

declared illegal.

What this means in practice is not
clear. Given China’s stake in peaceful
trade with the rest of the world, it would
be foolish for President Xi Jinping to
take provocative actions that could
inflame regional tensions and conceiv-
ably lead to a military confrontatic
with its neighbors or the United St-

| Turn to p
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Retaliatory measures — further island-
building at Scarborough Sh¢al, tor in-
stance, or declaring an air defense zone
over large portions of the Squth China
Sea — would be risky.

In fact, the ruling offers"i fresh op-

portunity to address maritime disputes
in a peaceful manner. Chinga’s ambas-
sador to the United States, Cjui Tiankai,
condemned Tuesday’s rulinlg but said
Beijing remains open to nelgotiations.
Nations in the region have 'often gone
wobbly in the face of pressure from
Beijing. At this critical moment, despite

~competing interests of theirl own, they

need to join the Philippines i endorsing

Testing...

From page 17

the tribunal decision and then proceed,
if necessary, witn their own arbitration
cases.

The United States, which is neutral
on the various claims, can help ensure
a peaceful, lawful path forward. The
Obama administration has said that
disputes should be resolved according
to international law, a position it now
reaffirms. It has built closer security rela-
tions with Asian nations and responded
to China’s assertiveness in the South
China Sea with increased naval patrols.
This combination of diplomacy and
pressure is sound, but the hard part is
cetting the balance right.
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Fishers shlft

attention to
UN rights
complamt

" In its July 12 ruling, the PCA
-said there was no legal basis for
China to claim historic rights to re-
‘sources within the sea areas

By Allan Macatuno

itnquirer Central Luzon -falling within the “nine-dash line.

It also pointed out that fisher-
“men from the Philippines and
China both had fishing rights
around the disputed Panatag
“Shoal and that China had inter-

*SUBIC, Zambales—Fishermen
d‘herv:a have shifted their atten-
>Hon to a complaint they had

filed against China with the
United Nations on the heels of a
landmark decision by the

Permanent Court of Arbitration
"(PCA) in The Hague that

the Philippines has legitimate
fights over disputed areas
like the Panatag (Scarborough)
Shoal. _ .
Kabayan Rep. Harry Roque Jr.

said the UN committee on eco-
. nomic, social and cultural rights

(CESCR) was set to convene
again in September to discuss

‘*‘the fishermen’s appeal.

The fishermen asked the
Umted Nations to address “the

‘nassive and gross human rights

>violations committed against
-them by the state agents of the
‘People’s Republic of China.”

¥ More than 50 fishermen from
Zambales and Pangasinan pro-
vinces filed the complaint last

“year with the help of Roque and
“the Institute of International Le-
“gal Studies of the University of

the Philippines Law Center.

*. The Panatag Shoal is a trian-
“gular chain of reefs and rocks
“surrounding a lagoon, that is
240 kilometers from the coast-
“line of Zambales and western
‘Pangasinan.

fered by restricting access.
' The fishermen appealed to the

United Nations to “urgently intet-
‘vene and investigate the human
“rights violations committed by
" China” against Filipinos fishing on

the shoal.

The United Nations should al-

so direct China to “cease and de-

sist” from violating their human

rights, including their right to

livelihood and adequate food

“supply, according to the fisher-

men’s petition.

Roque said the fishermen lost
~ income in several instances when
‘they were chased away by Chi-

nese patrol boats, some dating

‘back to 2012, for which they
could be compensated if the UN
- should decide in their favor. |
~ China seized the shoal after a

- two-month standoff between Chi-
‘nese and Philippine coast guard
-vessels in 2012. Based on the fish-
" ermen’s accounts, the Chinese pa- |
trols rammed their boats and at-
tacked them with water cannons

while fishing near the shoal.
Tirso Atiga, 44, a fisherman
who joined the complaint against

China, said he and other local

fishermen had been waiting for

_'I_feedback from the CESCR.
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Peaceful resolution of China dispute

. BY DINDO MANHIT

President, Stratbase Albert Del Rosario Institute
Jor Strategic and International Studies

'NOW that the Permanent Court of Arbitration has released its decision
on the case lodged by the Philippines against China, the Pthppmes
should immediately set the tone of what is to follow.

In the days ahead, the country should continue to advocate that all
.states, including China, must abide by the terms of the ruling and that
+all claimants should avoid any activity that could wotsen tensions in
-the region. It’s good that many countries have already indicated their

:éupport for the arbitration process and for the peaceful resolution of

* fhe disputes.
- The Philippines should persist in this message, which is key to main-

'talmng our current level of support and gaining the open support of

‘more states. Our strong commitment to upholding international law
‘helped us achieve the support we have today: an abrupt about-face
'would weaken our message and have friends questioning our resolve.
Ulumately, working with others makes us best placed to shape the deci-
smns that all claimants make in the near future.

- The Philippines has already cast a good net in getting support for the
rcase and in rallying nations around the importance of upholding inter-
nauOnal law. In March, the European Union came out in support of the

- ¢ase, urging claimants to resolve disputes peacefully and to pursue their
-tlaims in accordance with international law, including UNCLOS and
-Its arbitration procedures. In May, the Group of 7 (G7) nations com-
- prised of Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom,

and the Untted States released a statement stressing the importance of

- states “refraining from unilateral actions which could increase tensions
- and not using force or coercion in trying to drive their claims.” In June,
- France said that even European Union nations should contribute to pa-
~trolling the South China Sea to the benefit of all, in the addition to the
~patrols already being conducted by Japan and by the United States in
partnership with the Philippines. Closer to home, we have the support
~of Japan, Australia, and most ASEAN countries. Clearly, the Philip-
_pines 1s by no means alone 1n its efforts.

China has long declared that it will not abide by the ruling, which is
in line with that country’s decision not to formally participate in arbi-
tration. Filipinos should expect demonstrations from China, including
more construction work on Scarborough Shoal or raising an Air De-
fense Identification Zone over the whole of the South China Sea. Fili-
pino satlors and fishermen could encounter greater harassment at sea.
Having succeeded in the ruling, the Philippines 1s now in a position of
strength. Above all, the government should not rush to capitulate, but
instead remain firm in its commitment to defend Philippine territory
and matrttime rights in accordance with the Constitution. Remember

~that toward the end of June, the United States sent two aircraft cartiers

into the Philippine Sea to perform drills, in a move that the U.S. military
has said is intended to deter other countries from destabilizing activity.

But the next few months could be tense. There is no getting away
from the fact that this will be a period to navigate with extra care. One
next step would be to discuss the situation at the upcoming Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Foreign Ministers’ meeting at
the end of July, and for the group to come up with a strong and unified
stance highlighting the importance of countries abstaining from coet-
cion. Similarly impacttul could be for the Southeast Asian claimants to
talk about possible paths to the final resolution of the disputes.

When 1t comes to the long term, a favorable outcome from the court
will not be a silver bullet to the disputes in the South China Sea. If there
are no violent retributions, the stage will be set for the Philippines and
other claimants to talk more closely about how and when to enter ne-
gotiations. In the past, some have posited that China could balk from
a negotiation process where it feels as though it will be ganged-up on
by othet states. Through diplomacy, the Philippines can reassure China
that all countries will be treated as equal partners in the talks. The gov-
ernment can do this without simultaneously putting the Philippines in
a damaging position.

In the long term, cultivating friendly but equal relations with China
will be good for the country. Despite the usual uncertainty that occuts
when a new government enters power, the Duterte administration is
in 2 good place to continue the fruitful advocacies of the Aquino gov-
ernment while also working to re-establish mutual-trust between the
Philippines and China. For the benefit of the Philippines and for the
Asia-Pacific region as a whole, such an effort should be supported.
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DOT chief set to .
reactivate interagency

" tourism council

BY MA. STELLA F. ARNALDO ¥ @Pulitika2010
Special to the BUSINESSMIRROR

HE Department of Tourism
(DOT) will be convening
the interagency Tourism

Coordinating Council (TCC)
immediately to address urgent issues
confronting the country’s tourism industry:

In a press statement, Tourism
Secretary Wanda Corazon T. Teo
said there is increased concern for
tourism security andinadequate in-
frastructure in many tourism desti-
nations, which need tobe addressed
bythe TCC. She said these concerns
were expressed during a recent in-
dustryreception for tourism leaders
and the new DOT officials.

The tourism secretary heads
the TCC, which was established
under the Tourism Act of 2009
(Republic Act 9593) “to serve

as a coordinating body for na-

and new routes, as well as direct
flights to Manila and Clark from
abroad, [will be added]. They are
also resolving the shortage of yel-
low taxicabs [at the passenger
terminals],” Teo said. |

Public Works Secretary Mark
A. Villar has also promised to im-
prove and build more “airport-to-
paradise roads” in the country’s
tourist destinations.

tional tourism development
effort.” Its members include the
secretaries of other regular line
agencies, like the Departments of
Transportation and Communica-
tions, Public Works and Highways,
Foreign Affairs, Environment and
Natural Resources, Interior and
Local Government, Labor and
Employment, Education, along
with the heads of the Philippine
National Police (PNP), attached

~ agencies of the DOT, Bureau of

Immigration,\National Historical
Institute, National Commission for

Cultureand the Arts, and Philippine
Amusement and Gaming Corp.
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Other members of the TCC in- | '

clude executive directors of the
league of local government units
and representatives from the
Tourism Congress, accredited non-
governmental organizations and
peoples’ organizations involved
in ecotourism, and indigenous
peoples’ federation.
Teo,atourismindustryveteran,
noted that the TCC has not con-
vened for a year and a half despite
risingalarm over the kidnapping of
foreigners, as well as worries over
pooraccessroads and thelack of di-
rect flights to tourist destinations.
The DOTsecretarysaid, duringa
recent Cabinet meeting, PNP Chief
Director General Ronald dela Rosa
assured that police personnel will
be visible in tourist areas and tour-
1st police units will be beefed up.
She added that Transportation
Secretary Arthur P. Tugade, likewise,
guaranteed improvements of airport
facilities all over the country.
“Secretary Tugade said airport
renovations are already ongoing

The tourism secretary said she,
likewise, reached out to Environ-
ment Secretary Regina Paz Lopez
to enhance closer cooperation be-
tween the two agencies, especially
in matters of protecting the envi-
ronment in tourism destinations.

During an open forum between
Teo’s team and tourism industry
leaders, the latter raised several
issues with her, such as traffic con-

L]

“gestion, destruction of historical

sites, the massive number of street
people and “colorum” tour guides

and taxi services.

“We cannot sweep these issues
under the rug. It is the mandate of
the Tourism Coordinating Council
to resolve such issues,” Teo stressed.



15 JUL 2015

Tro e wre — A Ty A el b

wi tm oy e t v} -r'l -

1-.1.—..—1- -.I

-QPHILIPI"IN!& {:),Alu -
A T EEES DATE UPPER HALF
: : A 4 | Iv
PAGE LOWER HALF

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

Town that carl’t move

Ma,on moves people away from volcano

STO. DOMINGO, Albay—At

least 269 families hvmg on the
slopes of Mt. Mayon in the vil-

lage of Lidong in this town in
Albay province have left their
communities for new houses
away from the
6-kilometer permanent danger
zone. |

The P169-million housing
project in the village of San An-

dres was funded by the nation-
al government, through the De-

partment of Social Welfare and

Development, and the provin-

cial government of Albay.

The roofs of the houses had--

been designed to serve a evacu-
~ation areas secured by steel
railings and can be used by resi-

ries. |
““We now have our own con- .
volcano’s

dents dunng heavy ﬂoodmg

- Marites Pontejon, 45, said
she is happy that her famﬂy is
among the pro;ect s beneficia-

crete house,” she said.

‘Marilyn Abula, 38, said her
family can now sleep soundly
even during storms -or when
Mayon becomes restive.

 Elsa Alamares, 40, hk'enedl
owning a new house to win-

- ning a lottery jackpot.

T

“My big thanks to God be-

“cause he gave us this house,”

said Alamares, mother of 10.
Ma. Salome Villanueva, chief

of the Department of Social

Welfare and Development in

the town, said the families
would be safe in the relocation
area, describing the houses as
“typhoon-proof "

“[1 can say] 100 percent they
are safe in the relocation site as
it is situated in an elevated
area,” she said.

Mayor Herbie Aguas said the

‘relocation of residents would
result in savings for the local

government because the town
would not spend anymore on

~-evacuation.

"We cannot move Mayon
said the mayor. “So every now
and then (we should expect)
abnormal activities,” he said.

Michael B. Jaucian, Inquirer
Southern Luzon

SOME of the new houses built for residents of dang zs around

Mayon Volcano.

- MICHAEL JAUCIAN/INQUIRER SOUTHERN LUZON
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TPB tours Qcciden _n
lindoro with a purpose

THE TOURISM PROMOTIONS BOARD (TPB) VISITE
Occidental Mindoro as part of its corporate social responsibility (CSB
program. Now on its sccond year, the progran aims to inspire and on-
courage employees to take an active port in prescrving and piromoling
‘the different wonderful destinations in the Philippines ' L

L - A b . .o
L' :}‘# i”:: :-“ t‘* 1-\{-.:;‘ _ E-_.

R R A

. . TR |
1y ._I.‘__-'.'-I- ."'-.:".;.I-r:_'_l__'

. Considered a mg;me Aside  from Occigitﬁr}tal
wonderland, = OcAldeh™ y\findoro, TPB held similar
tal Mindoro boas}:s y nuci activities in boracay, Bo-
METOUS 131_ets, ‘vtvéltzs Sj;” hol and Camiguin last y;la)g
b?a(;lhes, i\é?ss;eiénd larg- By setting an 1&3>-<amE:vl{:r,.h e
as the wor € Itis also hopes to encourage cac :
est reef — Apo Reef. Itis als every Filipino to help pre

- TPB employees started
their “tour with a purpose”
with an underwater clean-up
of the port of the town of Sa-
blayan and mangrove-plant-
ing at Barangay Poblacion in
the same town.

They also attended lectures
on solid waste management
and upcycling as well as talks
on tamaraws at the Tamaraw
Gene Pool Farm at Mt. Iglit-
Baco National Park. They also
met the indigenous people of
Mindoro through immersion
and a feeding program at a
Mangyan village. '

- Occidental Mindoro is lo-
cated on the western part of
the island of Mindoro. While
agriculture is the main
source of livelihood, its tour-
ism industry is fast catching
up with Oriental Mindoro,
where the white sands of
Puerto Galera have been on
the global tourist map for
decades.

In fact, Occidental Min-
doro has more than its fair
share of natural wonders to
satisfy nature lovers as well
as thrill-seekers.

home to the Mangyans who
are the original inhabitants

of Mindoro, and the criti-

cally-endangered tamaraw

which is endemic to the
island. Its latest attraction,
the Sablayan zipline, is the
world’s Jongest island-to-
island zipline.

“The country’s biggest as-

set and best ambassadors
are its people. With the CSR
program, we are encourag-
ing our employees to explore
and discover for themselves

the wonders and beauty of
the Philippines,” said TPB

head Domingo Ramon Enerio
III. “And as employees and
stakcholders, we need to take
an active part in protecting
and preserving our numer-
ous tourist destinations,” he
added.

serve the country’s cultural
heritage and natural assets

'in whatever way they can,

however small, which makes

giving back to the commu-

nity more fun in the Philip-
pines.
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Tamaraw Conservation Program’s Danilo Roca
and Herold Castro with “Kalibasib” the only re-

maining tamaraw in captivity.

!

Undérwater. cleanup at Sablayan port.
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