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DENR, UNDP embark on $6.78-million

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA
¥ @jonlmayuga

HE Department of Environ- '
ment and Natural Resources

(DENR) will embark on a
$6.78-million project to boost envi-
ronmental protection and biodiver-
sity-conservation efforts in tribal
sacred grounds, or indigenous com-
munity conserved areas (ICCA), in
the Philippines.

Theproject, called “Strengthen-
ing National Systems to Improve
Governance and Management
of Indigenous Peoples and Local
Communities Conserved Areas
and Territories (Philippines ICCA
Project) will be implemented by
the DENR Biodiversity Manage-
ment Bureau (BMB) in partner-
ship with the United Nations De-
velopment Programme (UNDP),
National Commission on Indig-
enous Peoples (NCIP) and Philip-
pine Association for Intercultural
Development.

The project will be partly funded
through a grant of $1.75 million by
the Global Environmental Facil-
ity (GEF). It will be implemented
throughacofinancingmechanismby
the national government and other
project partners.

The approved project states that
the Philippine ICCA Project will be
packaged as a medium-sized grant.

While GEF has committed un-
der Cycle 5 $1.75 million for four
years (2016 to 2019), project pro-
ponents are expected to generate
atotal of $5 million for cofinanc-
ing or counterpart funding from
the government, Civil Society
Organizations, UNDP, and in-
digenous people (IP) community
itself.

The project aims to strengthen
the documentation of ICCA and
enhance the capacities of IP and
popularize ICCAs in support of
the country’s international com-
mitments, particularly Target 11
of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets
of the Convention on Biological

Diversity (CBD).

program to protect ‘sacred’ tribal grounds

Aichi Target 11 states that “by
2020, atleast 17 per cent of terrestrial
and inland water, and 10 percent of
coastal and marine areas, especially
areas of particular importance for
biodiversityand ecosystem services,
are conserved through effectively
and equitably managed, ecologically
representative and well-connected
systems of protectedareasand other
effective area-based conservation
measures, and integrated into the
wider landscapes and seascapes.”

Theprojectwillbeimplementedin

10 pilot ICCA sites with established
ICCAs, Director Theresa Mundita S.
Lim of the DENR’s BMB said.

These are in the provinces
of Kalinga, Ifugao, Nueva Viz-
caya, Aurora, Bataan, Palawan,
Bukidnon, Agusandel Norte and
North Cotabato.

Specifically, these are in ar-
eas identified to be rich in bio-
diversity or key biodiversity ar-
eas, namely, Mount Taungay in
Kalinga, Mount Polis in Tuwali,
Ikalahan/Lakanguya Unified An-
cestral Domain, Engongot Aurora
Sector, Kanawan (Ayta Magba-
kon), Balabac ancestral waters
(Molbog), Mount Kimangkil (Hi-
gaunon), Dinarawan (Mamanwa),
Mount Apo (Obo Manobo).

ICCAs may be sacred spaces or
ritual grounds, such as sacred for-
ests and mountains, indigenous
territoriesand culturallandscapes
or seascapes; territories and mi-
gration routes of nomadic herd-
ers or mobile indigenous peoples;
sustainably managed wetlands,
fishing grounds and water bodies;
or particularly sensitive ecological
settings, such as sacred areas on
the mountain and hilltops.

Globally, an ICCA is defined
as "Natural and/or modified
ecosystems containing signifi-
cant biodiversity values, ecologi-
cal services and cultural values,
voluntarily conserved by indig-
enous peoples and local commu-
nities—both sedentary and mo-
bile—through customarylaws or
other effective means”
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Prof. Carlo Arcilla, a former head of the Univerc £ th
HIDDEN AGENDA Philfggainea; (UP) National Institete o Giolc?;igls Srience,

(NIGS), said Lopez lacks scientific training and discernment as
revealed in her pronouncements.

By MARY ANN LL. REYES Meanwhile, some parties have urged Lopez to personally

address certain issues that may damage her credibility.
_ They cited a2012 report by the Commission on Audit (COA)

The recent appointment of anti-mining |
advocate Gina Lopez as secretary of the | .
Department of Environment and N atural |,
Resources (DENR) sent chills down the |
Spine of members of the local and toreign |
business community. *-'

A lot of businesses have encountered
problems with environmental activists. [n |
anumber of cases, the opposition to certain B
business projects due to their alleged nega-
tive effect on the environment and /or the
local community had no basi:

gas extraction, mining, dredging and quarrying whose vVEery - the fuel leak at the

nature involves extracting raw material from the earth to be | to First Philippine Industrial Corp., and the alleged construction of
her “glamping” or glamor camping resort for the rich in Brooke's
Point, Palawan on a sacred triba] ground without the consent of

earth, are used to light our homes and fire our machines. the indigenous peoples in the area.

Mining shares absorbed a two-day beating at the Philippine
Stock Exchange after news broke out that Lopez was offered,
and later accepted, the position of DEN R secretary.

Semirara Mining, Philex Mining, Nicke] Asia. . . L . O
The Social Security System %SS) reportedly lost P2 billion . What has given fining a bad name are fly-by-night ining

because it owns 21 percent of Philex.

It was only after Incoming presidential spokesperson Ernesto
Abella assured the public that president-elect Rodrigo Duterte
was Just against irresponsible and illegal mining that sﬁare prices
managed to bound back. Abella said the Duterte administra-
10N is committed to promote a dynamic economy Including
esponsible mining, '

* Meanwhile, Incoming peace adviser Jess Dureza stressed
hat mining companies tollowing government regulations have
1othing to worry about. _ . . . .

U nfg rhuna teli));, Lopez has been quoted as sa ing that there Nickel Asia president Gerard Brimo has said all their mining

5 N0 such thing as responsible mining, adding that the poorest

- eéconomy with every sector contributing to its growth.”

The keyword here is “res onsible,” which means the Phil-
Ippine mining sector shoul apply the same rigid standards
In minerals extraction practiced in developed countries like

The big question is, and assuming that her conclusion is }for—
2ct, without mining, where would these “ oor” cities where | .
1€ lands are mostly unsuited for agriaﬂturg, be. mﬁ;ﬂ:ﬁf%}@;ﬁﬁ?gonlof
One report mentioned UP en vironmental economist Dr. Og- rect] P :
le Arcenas as saying that Lopez seems a little rigid in terms of %
€T anti-mining stance and that there mightbe a need for a little
t of adjustment.
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Dangerous liaisons

Recently, president-elect Duterte Joked about the rivalry
between Sen. Koko Pimentel and Sen. Alan Peter Cayetano |
over the Senate leadership, saying be would just let his two |
allies fight it out. |'

On tEe same occasion, when he spotted Pimente] among the
crowd, Duterte addressed him as Sen. Tito Sotto, a member of a
dif'ferenchpoliﬁcal party who is now backing Pimentel’s bid after
reportedly being promised the post of majority leader.

There are those who say that b calling Pimentel as Sotto,
Duterte is sending a message that he is not happy with the in-
clusion of his detractors in the so-called “ super majority” and

Sotto, and the others. After all, these politicians o nly attacked
Duterte during the campaign and are critical of Eles plans.

The incoming president will surely not allow the Senate
to be led by someone who is easily controlled by traditional
politicians who only want to advance their own personal and
political interests.

Let us hope Pimentel understood the Joke and heard Duterte’s
message loud and clear.

For comments, e-mail at philstarhiddenagenda@yahoo.com
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SECRETARY—DESIGNATE

Phlllpplne Business
for Environmental Stewardshlp

‘THE Philippine Business for Environmental
Stewardship (PBEST) is alarmed over the state-
ments made by the incoming Secretary of
the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources against mining, which essentially ques-
"tioned the existence of “responsible mining” in
the Philippines. .
PBEST, as an environmental NGO, advocates
the compliance of the country’s businesses with
all the environmental
rules and regulations. The
convenors of PBEST be-
lieve that instead of being |
branded as the enemy of
the environment, indus-
try should be leading the
cause of environmental

-stewardship given its resources and culture of in-

novation. We place emphasis on stewardship to
~ connote sound management of resources or sus-

tainable development that upholds the principle

of intergenerational equity.

In line w1th this advocacy, PBEST, through its

lead convenor and professor at the UP National
Institute of Geological Sciences Dr.

regulating tool. For the first run of the EPTP,

PBEST challenged the controversial mmmg in-

dustry to be open to scrutmy
Some of the biggest mines in the country re-

sponded to the call, and PBEST observed that re-

~ sponsible mining does exist. It means operating in

a way that follows the various laws and regulations
and going beyond what is required with respect to
social development and environmental programs.

‘The group arrived at this conclusion after site

visits and analyses of documentary evidence and

other factual information gathered.
This is where PBEST takes issue.

To say that “where there is mining, there is |
poverty” is bereft of factual basis. This statement

may be an understandable claim from advocates,

but it sends the wrong signal when it comes from

the next head of DENR, the government agency
tasked to properly implement the environmental
laws of the land. '

Policies, especially those involving the

very complex field of environment, must be

grounded on facts and

science, not on emo-
tions or any other
agenda. Officials must
have the necessary
skill and technical
competence to be able
to adequately dispense

with their sworn duties.

With the kind of pro_nouncéments from the in-
coming secretary, PBEST fears that the environ-
mental policies of this administration will reflect

the same disregard for facts and science and the
failure to distinguish between the role of an advo-

- cate and the respon31b111ty of a regulator
Carlos -

Primo _C_ David, deve_loped the Environmental
" Performance Tracking Program (EPTP), geared
to, among others, prowde mdustry with a self-

‘On the issue, PBEST stands by its finding that

there exists respon51ble mining as distinguished |
from illegal and destructive mining. Dr. David,
‘in the policy book entltled “Thmkmg Beyond '
'Pohtlcs, said: | | !
“It must also be noted that 1llegal small-scale
- mining is resp0n31ble for the significant environ-

mental damage being charged to the mining in-

dustry at large today. Small-scale mining is largely

unregulated, both from an environmental and fis-
cal perspective. Small-scale miners generally do
not have environmental protection or mitigations
systems in place, and hardly pay the taxes due to
the government.”

'S TRATEG IC COMM UNICATION AND INITIATIVES SER VICE
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Duterte gov't seen as new threat

BY ANDY HOME

LONDON - What sort of threat does the
election of a new government in the Phil-
ippines pose to China’s nickel pig iron
(NPI]) sector?

Incoming President Rodrigo Duterte has
already fired several warning shots at the
country’s mining sector, calling on local
operators to “shape up” and stop “the
spoiling of the land”.

His actions speak as loud as his words.
He has just appointed a committed en-
vironmentalist, Gina Lopez, as Secretary
of the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources, a position with broad
oversight of the mining sector.

The Philippines produces a wide range
of minerals but the immediate focus is on
the huge amounts of nickel ore it ships
every month to Chinese producers of
nickel pig iron (NPI).

China’s NPI sector, an integral part of
the country’s stainless steel supply chain,
has become increasingly dependent on
Philippine ore since 2014, when its previ-
ous main supplier, Indonesia, banned all
exports of unprocessed minerals.

Since nickel ore is largely produced by
open pit mining, likely to be specifically
targeted by the new Philippine administra-
tion, there is a ripple of bullish expectation
running through the nickel market.

But we've been here before.

China’s NPI sector was already supposed to have imploded Tannes
by now, crushed by the loss of Indonesian ore and increased
production costs associated with treating lower-grade material

from the Philippines.

The fact that it hasn’t says much about the resilience of Chinese ‘

NPI producers.

nickel pig iron sector
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Nickel ore is largely produced by open pit mining, likely to be specifically targeted by the Duterte
administration, there is a ripple of bullish expectation running through the nickel market. Graph
shows Chinese nickel ore imports from the Philippines.

Chinese Nickel Ore Imports from the Philippines

And as long as they continue operating, other nickel producers ‘ ~——2013
will be tempted to hang on in there rather than curtail output, e 2044
limiting the potential for a sustained rebound from current low —
prices. 2015

PIPELINE | |

China’s imports of Indonesian nickel ore collapsed almost im- | |
mediately after the ban on exports of unprocessed ore came into
effect at the start of 2014. ' 8 S e

Imports plummeted from 41 million tons in 2013 to 10.6 million | Jan Feb Mar Apr lllay wn Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec -
tons in 2014 and to just 174,000 tons in 2015. The latter may have . SowceChmaCustons = = AndyHome, 210620%

been no more than a misclassification of iron ore with relatively

high nickel by-product content.



Philippine ore producers stepped up their production and
xports in response. Chinese imports accelerated from 29.7 mil-
ion tons in 2013 to 36.4 million tons in 2014 and largely held
teady last year.

The scale of that response surprised just about everyone in the
ickel market and was probably the single biggest factor in halting
he post-Indonesia price rally that saw the London three-month
rice peak at over $20,000 per ton in the middle of 2014.

Chinese imports from the Philippines are running lower this
ear, even allowing for the “normal” seasonal impact of the rainy
eason on output and shipping.

The reason is the current low price environment rather than
he environment.

The Philippines Nickel Miners Association warned in March its
nembers planned to reduce output by as much as 20 percent this
ear as prices slid to 13-year lows of $7,550 per ton in February.

That threat seems to have materialised.

National output of mined nickel slumped 38 percent year-
n-year to 75,300 tons in the January-April period, according
o the International Nickel Study Group. Chinese imports
f Philippine ore were down by 27 percent in the first five
nonths of the year.

No alternative supplier has so far emerged to pick up the re-
iewed supply slack, although one renewed appearance in China’s
ickel import profile is worth noting.

Imports of ore from New Caledonia have restarted after a gap
f three vears. This is a displacement effect resulting from the
vell-publicised troubles of Clive Palmer’s Queensland Nickel, a
najor buyer of New Caledonian material.

The Australian plant is currently shuttered and New Caledonia
1as exempted two local nickel producers from a long-standing ban
n exports of China, albeit with a maximum ceiling of 700,000
ons.

China imported 113,200 tons of ore from New Caledonia over
he February-May period, a trickle by comparison with the Phil-
ppines but one which may gather pace in the coming months.

EXAGGERATED

All of which begs the question as to how China’s NPI sector
s still operating at all with no Indonesian ore, reduced flows of
Philippine ore and only marginal offset from new suppliers.

But not only is it doing so, all the indications are that the worst
of any contraction may be over.

Analysts at the Beijing office of research house CRU expect
national production rates to hit 300,000 tons this year after slid-
ng from a peak of over 500,000 tons in 2013.
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But they are then expected to “stabilise and increase again in
2017.”

Key to understanding this surprising development is the now
proven flexibility of China’s NP1 operators.

CRU estimates, for example, that China’s NPI production cQasts
have fallen by a staggering 25 percent since the start of last year
and that margins were still positive up until the start of this year:

Not bad for a sector that was once widely assumed to have the
highest production costs of any part of the nickel supply chain
and which was expected to be out of business at prices below
$20,000 per ton.

Moreover, the sector is still evolving and consolidating. The
clearest manifestation is the offshoring of NPI production in
Indonesia itself by Tsingshan Group, one of China’s largest stain-

-~ less steel makers.

It has been shipping intermediate material to China in ever
greater quantities, although confusingly this flow shows up in the
“ferronickel” component of monthly Chinese customs figures.

Imports of such Indonesian material, higher purity than ore but
lower purity than ferronickel, totalled 256,000 tons in the first
five months of 2016.

Tsingshan has just started up a stainless steel plant in Indonesia,
which may serve to reduce NPI shipments to China but which
should serve as a warning of how Chinese stainless producers are
integrating NPI flows into their core operations.

This process of continuous adaptation explains why, to para-
phrase Mark Twain, reports of the death of NPI have so far been
greatly exaggerated.

And despite all the rhetoric from the Philippines’ new
administration about cleaning up mining and potentially
following Indonesia in its resource nationalist policies, any
wholesale change in the country’s mining law could still
be years away.

Indonesia itself took five years before passing legislation on a
minerals export ban and actually implementing it.

As CRU notes in explaining its NPI production forecasts, “CRU
does not expect any significant revision to Philippine exports to
emerge in the next 12 months™.

Twelve months is a long time when it comes to a fast evolving
production sector such as NPI.

Other nickel producers hoping that NPI closures would re-
balance an oversupplied market have been proved wrong for
several years.

And if they’re pinning their hopes that the Philippines will deal
a second fatal blow to China’s NPI after Indonesia, they're almost
certainly going to be disappointed again.-Reuters

. L e
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Miner hits back at NGO with cyber-libel case

M R A gl iyt S Ao e el A W A, TR A . AR otath Al

BY JONATHAN L. MAYUGA
Y @jonlmayuga

tion, the Hinatuan Mining Corp. (HMC), an

affiliate of Nickel Asia Corp., has filed a
criminal complaint against a non-governmental
organization (NGO) for cyber libel.

While the complaint was filed in September
last year, the Taguig City Prosecutor’s Office has
recommended the filing of the criminal case
against officers of the NGO.

In a three-page resolution, Taquig City
Prosecutor Archimedes V. Manabat found
probable cause to indict Yolanda Esquerra,
Candy Hidalgo, Edel Garingan and Victor Morillo
of Philippine Misereor Partnership Inc. (PMPI).

The Prosecutor Office found “libelous” the
respondents’ statement posted on their web
stte on June 20, 2015, claiming that HM('s barge
destroyed three small fishing boats on their way
into the port of Manicani Island in Guian Eastern
>amar. “Skipton Manila, a large barge contain-
Ing several heavy equipment and machinery for
mining operations, was sent by HM( despite 3
suspension order from the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources [DENR].” PMP]
alleged aspostedinitswebsite. It added: “We fail
tounderstand howa suspended mining company
was able to get the support of our police to bring
heavy equipment they can use to resume their
supposedly suspended operations.”

Another press release was posted by the
respondents on June 24, 2015, on PMP] web site
reiterating their claim that HMC intentionally
destroyed three fishing boats.

“Something is to be said when a mining

F OR allegedly spreading malicious informa-

firm intentionally ran over small boats of the
fisherfolks of Manicani, for the second time. The
first was only last December, with the similar
intent: To haul heavy equipment into the island
and continue their mining operation,” it said.

someManicanilsland residentsalso executed
a joint affidavit attesting that it is not true that
the barge rammed the pump boats and no nickel
ores were transported by the barge.

Apart from local residents, the incident was
also witnessed by the Philippine Coast Guard,
the Philippine Maritime Police, the Philippine
National Police, national and local media, and
Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) and DENR
personnel. Afterviewing the footages submitted
by the parties, the prosecutor said the collision
was caused by the pump boats, which intention-
ally blocked the path of the slow-moving barge.

"After the collision, the barge even retreated
to find another berthing spot. Thus, the phrase
intentionally ran over small boats’ would be
false,” the prosecutor said in its resolution.

The resolution added: “The publication puts
complainant in a bad light because it portrays

- @ mining corporation’s use of brute force, not-

withstanding damage to property of others, in
itsoperations.” PMPl has beenvocal about HMC's
alleged operation in Manicani Island despite a
suspension order slapped against the company.
The group has been hitting the company for
hauling stockpiles of nickel ore in the island, an
action sanctioned by the DENR-MGB.

PMPI said hauling of the stockpiles of nickel
Is considered part of mining operation on the
island, which is now supposed to be a "no-go
zone” formining. ltwasdeclared part ofthe Guian
Protected Landscape and Seascape.
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Romblon Gov files
opp05|t|on VS mmmg

: ROMBLON Gov. Eduardo Firmalo

has filed a complaint before the

Mines and Geosciences Bureau
(MGB) Region IV-B opposing the
offshore mining application of
Asian Palladium Mineral Resourc-
es, Inc. (APMRI) in the province.
~ The opposition was filed after
APMRI filed an application for a fi-
nancial technical assistance agree-
ment (FTAA) for the exploration
of palladium, platinum and other
related mineral deposits in certain
municipal waters in Tablas Island
_ covering about 10,000 hectares.
MGB Regional Director Roland
de Jesus said the complaint will be
- forwarded to the panel of arbitra-
tors for resolution. . -
Other complamants along with

Firmalo are Tomas Faminial of

the Romblon State University,

Joje -Mesana of the Alliance of

Students Against Mining (ASAM),
and retired Philippine National
Police (PNP) Director Orville
Gabuna, from the municipality of

~ Looc, with Rodne Galicha of The.

Climate Reahty Project as witness.
In a letter addressed to Depart-

ment of Environment and Natural

Resources (DENR) outgoing Sec.
Ramon Paje and incoming Sec.
Regina Paz Lopez, Firmalo said
that “the Province of Romblon, as
a whole, we would like to inform
your good office that we strongly
object to the application of Asian
Palladium Mineral Resources, Inc.

to conduct any mining activity in

the water areas of the island. No
to metallic mining both on land
and under the water has long
been the united stand of the
people of Romblon.”

The complaint was prepared
by the Romblon Ecumenical
Forum Against Mining (REFAM)
and the ASAM supported by
81,630 signatures with resolu-
tions from the municipal and
barangay levels and non-govern-
ment organizations.

It batted for the protection,

preservation and saving of rich

‘marine resources and the liveli-

‘*‘ r-.
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i Rodne Galicha of the Cllmate Reallty Project MGB IVB Regmnal Dir. Roland de Jesus, PNP General Orwlle
Gabuna (ret.), and Dr. Tomas Faminial of the Romblon State Umversuty and the Romblon Ecumenical Forum

Against Mining. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

hood of fisherfolk, for the people
of Romblon and succeeding gen-
erations, adding the fact that
Romblon is composed of critical
island ecosystems.

Bishop Ronelio Fabriquer,
- chairperson of the REFAM, said
that “the people of Romblon will
continue to oppose any mining
activity as we take care of God's
creation which should be used

sustainably, addressing our
present needs without compro-

mising the capacity of the next '

generation to survive.”

In 2011, Firmalo signed
a moratorium on metallic
mining, and REFAM mobi-

lized 10,000 people to oppose

another mining application
which eventually backed out.
Galicha, co-chair of the Eco-

nomic Development Committee
of MIMAROPA Regional Develop-
ment Council (RDC) and country
manager of The Climate Reality
Project, said that “the stance of the
provincial government of Rom-
blon and its people is consistent
with Sustainable Development
Goals (SGD) targets, especially on
sustainable communities, climate
action, and life below water.”
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AND THOM F. PICANA CORRESPONDENTS

¥ 7 ASIBU, Nueva Vizcaya: In an

apparent move to appease anti-

£ Qw.mining residents blocking the
entrance to the exploration and drilling
site, Oceana Gold Philippine Inc. (OGPI)
has stopped its operation and pulled out
their drilling equipment from the area.

But former Didipio village
chief Erenio Bobola, Samahang
Pangkarapatan ng Katutubong
Manggagawa at Magsasaka, Inc.
(Sapakmmi) chairman said that
the pulling out of the Australian
firm’s equipment from the area 1s
only a temporary victory of them.

He said the company clandes-
tinely brought in their resources

and equipment to their explora-
tion and drilling areas when the
community was busy attending to
other social obligations.

The barangay council in Di-
dipio, where the mining site is
located, and anti-mining indig-
enous peoples and farmers under
the Didipic Farth Savers Mulii-
purpose Association (DESAMA]}

Ear g e

and Sapakmmi also eased their
barricade, but vowed to be vigilant.

“Now, we will maintain to be
vigilant against the company's
tactics of sneaking in again their
drilling equipment in the area,”
Bobola said.

On Sunday, Governor-elect
Carlos Padilla, with over a hun-

red leaders of the Abot Palad
organization led by outgoing Gov.
Ruth Padilla met with indigenous
peoples and residents showing
their support against the mining
exploration and expansion activi-
ties of OceanaGold.

The Abot Palad brought with
them logistics and vowed to sup-
port the anti-mining groups In
their crusade against the mining
operations and expansion of
OceanaGold in the province.

The residents have put up a barri-
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cade at the exploration site entrance
to block OceanaGold's trucks from
bringing in more drilling and other
equipment into the area.

In August 2014, Didipio resi-
dents submitted a petition to the
Mines and Geosciences Bureau

(MGB) opposing the expansion

of OGP!'s mining operations, but
in March 2016, the mine firm was
granted an extension of its explora-
tion activities, further expanding
its operations until 2021.

Village officials and anti-mining
groups have raised sanitary con-
cerns like water seepage from the
tailings dam, water pollution,
respiratory and other diseases and
other environmental issues resuit-
ing for the explorations.

With their operations stopped
over the weekend, OceanaGold
immediately called for a meeting

ekt S

with barangay residents, taking up
new amendments of their Envi-
ronment Compliance Certificate,
which is the basis of their entry to
the exploration area.

However, DESAMA board direc-
tor Myrna Duyan stressed that they
already passed a resolution in 2012
prohibiting any further mining
activity in the area.

Meanwhile, indigenous peoples
allied with the Katribu (Kalipunan
ng Katutubong Mamamayan ng
Pilipinas) urged newly appointed
Environment Sec. Gina Lopez to
support their collective call to im-
mediately stop mining operations
and cancel the permit of Oceana
Gold Philippine Inc. (OGPI) in
Nueva Vizcaya.

Mining-affected indigenous
peoples also call on Lopez to seri-
ously pursue President Rodrigo

TRATEGIC COMUNICATIDN AND INITIATIVE

Duterte’s promise 10 heed the
people’s growing demand to end
large-scale and destructive mining
not only in Mindanao but aiso
throughout the countyy.

The call was supported by Pa-
dilla, saying that Lopez’s bias for
the protection and conservation
of the environment and natural
resources will be a big shift for
the DENR, which many label as a
facilitator of destructive projects.

Padilla said while agriculture 1s
the main industry in Nueva Viz-
caya, it also has a high ecctour-
isin potential. However, the prov-
ince is threatened by large-scale
mining projects.

There are two foreign large-scale
mining operations in the prov-
ince - the Australian-Canadian
OceanaGold and the British FCF
Minerals in Runruno, Quezon
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CAGAYAN VALLEY: NUEVA VIZCAYA .

-~ IPs claim victory as mining firm pulls out drilling gear
THE INDIGENOUS people (IP) of Nueva Vizcaya claimed victory, albeit one they acknowledged could be
temporary, when their three-day barricade in Sitio Camgat, Barangay Didipio, Kasibu prompted a mining
firm to halt its drilling operations. “We will continue to be vigilant against the company’s dirty tactics of
sneaking in drilling equipment in the area,” Erenio Bobola, chairman of the Samahang. Pangkarapatan ng
Katutubong Mangagawa at Magsasaka Inc sald after Oceana Gold Phlllpplnes Inc withdrew its dr||lmg
equipment. — interaksyon.com -
>> See full story on http-/goo. gl/33$eok
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Air pollution, hamon

sa bagong DENR chief !

GRABE na ang air pollution sa Metro Mamilla.

Araw-araw ang nakakasuniasok ma wsek amp malka-
ianghap ng milyong residente sa Metre Manila 3t ma-
giging dahilan ng sakit sa respiratery systrm. Kapap
hindi nasolusyunan ang air poliatien, mapiakatetes
ang isang pag-aaral na sa daratiag ma paaben, hindh
na matitirahan ang Metro Manila dall sa sshrang
pagkalason ng hangin. Marammy mapkakasakit af

malaking pera angkawl-awﬂ

mga pampublikong hospital.

Sa pag-aaral mismo ng DENR, ang mga sasakyan
ang nagdudulot ng grabeng pollution sa Metro Ma-
nila. Umano’y 70-80 percent ng emissions ay galing

sa mga tambutso ng sasakyan. Ang maruming usok
na ito ang nalalanghap ‘ng kawawang commuters

mkayang patunayan mLopeanahmdl nagkamh

si Duterte sa pagpili sa kanya. Kayang-kaya niyang
pangalagaan ang kalikasan at kapaligiran.
Aming suhestiyon para masolusyunan ang air
~ pollation, lahat nang mga luma at karag-karag na
., Sasakyan ay ipagbawal na sa kalye. Ipatupad na
ang mga sasakyang 15 taon pataas ay dapat nang
:;pradont.Angmghamlumangmkrﬁnaymhm
unsuIno ng gaso at nagpo- Uce nang na-
kasasulasok na usok. d
Ipagpatuloyangsmokebelchmgcmnpmgnpara
Imasiguro na ang mga sasakyang yumayaot ay hindi
nagbubuga ng may lasong usok. Iligtas ang Metro
Manila sa mapaminsalang air pollution. Maawa sa
mga sasunod pang henerasyon na umaasang may
. malalanghap pa silang sariwang hangin. Hamon ito
| sa bagong DENR secretary.

UPPER-HALF
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DU30: Canada S t0x1c garbage"

S Filipinos usher in the

Duterte government and

his promise of change,
environmental activists  gath-
ered anew outside the Embassy
of Canada 1n Makati City to de-
nounce the long-drawn-out Ca-
nadian garbage dumping scandal
that haunted the outgoing Aqumo
administration.

At a peaceful rally organized by
the EcoWaste Coalition and Buk-
lod Tao, the activists called out
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
tor his government’s tailure to re-
import the illegal trash shipments
that have been rotting in Manila
and Subic ports.

“We ask PM Trudeau not to sad-
dle the Duterte government with

these overstaying containers of -

reeking garbage from Canada. His

government must move quickly

to repossess these illegal ship-
ments for environmentally-sound
disposal in Canada,” said Noli
-~ Abinales, president of the EcoW-
aste Coalition, a watch group on
chemicals and wastes.

“Removing Canada’s garbage
from our ports will be viewed as
a meaningful gesture of goodwill
towards the new government and
put this hullabaloo behind us,” he
pointed out.

To get their message across loud
and clear, the protestors paraded
12 mock garbage-filled shipping
containers bearing Canada’s 1con-
ic maple leaf and unveiled a ban-
ner that says “PM Trudeau: What
ever happened to the ‘Canadian
solution’? For the sake of justice,
take back garbage now!”

On the fringe ot the APEC Sum-
mit last year, Trudeau stated that
a “Canadian solution” 1s being de-
veloped to address the dumping

- also joined the

controversy that had remained
unresolved for far too long.

The Green Convergence for
Safe Food, Healthy Environment
and Sustainable Economy (Green
Convergence), Citizens’ Environ-
mental Network (CEN) and the
Green Thumb Coalitton (GTC)
EcoWaste Coali-
tion in appealing to Trudeau to
act tast on the mattet.

“We reiterate our demand for
PM Trudeau to take their trash
back as soon as possible so we
can conclude this unhappy epi-
sode 1n Canada-Philippines re-
lations and move on,” said Dr.
Angelina Galang, President of the
Green Convergence.

“I add my voice to the persistent
call asking Canada to re-import
their garbage and bring this bla-
tant case of environmental injus-
tice to a close under the Duterte
presidency. We've waited long

“enough, 1t’s time to return those

stinking containers to where they
came from,” said “running priest”

Fr. Robert Reyes, lead convenor,
CEN.

Aaron Pedrosa, one of the con-
venors of GTC and Secretary
General of Sanlakas, said: “Cana-
da has to assume full responsibil-
ity for its illegal garbage export to
the Philippines that contravenes
national and international laws.
PM Trudeau must act fast with
unflinching resolve to put this
matter to rest.”

Some 100 shipping containers
of largely residual household gat-
bage declared as scrap plastics for
recycling were illegally exported
to the Philippines from Canada
from 2013-2014. In 2015, gar-
bage from 26 of these containers
was unlawfully disposed of at a
landfill in Tarlac, causing an up-
roar.

A government-led waste charac-
terization study 10 2014 confirmed
that 63.94% of the garbage ship-
ments were residuals, which can
no longer be recycled and should
be hygienically disposed of.

Local authorities, including of-
ficials from the provincial govern-
ments of Bulacan and Tarlac and
the city governments of Navotas

and Quezon Cities, have rejected
foreign waste dlsposal in landfill
facilities operating within their ju-
risdictions.

The EcoWaste Coalition, which
espouses environmental justice
and zero waste, has warned that
“the disposal of the Canadian gar-
bage in local landfills, cement kilns
and waste-to-energy facilities will
be totally wrong and unaccept-
able.” and will be 1n violation of
Republic Act 9003, the Ecological
Solid Waste Management Act and
related local regulations.

The group noted that “Cana-
da, a highly developed country,
should have no problem dealing
with their soiled diapers, spent
electronics, plastic junks and
other rubbish right in their own
backyard,” stressing “there is no
justification at all for their refuse
to remain 1n our soil to be buried
or burned.”

In the proposed “Agenda on
Wastes and Toxics for Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte’s First 100
Days 1in Oftfice” submitted by

the EcoWaste Coalition to  the

Duterte team 1n Davao City last
May 18, the group requested the
new government to “order the re-
export of Canadian garbage back
to 1ts origin and initiate policy re-
forms to effectively block foreign
waste dumping in the country,
including ratitying the Basel Ban
Amendment.” |

For more info, EcoWaste Coa-
lition, Unit 329, Eagle Court, 26
Matalino St., 1101 Quezon City,
Philippines, Phone/Fax: 4411846
EMail: info@ecowastecoalition.
org, Website:

coalition.blogspot.com
KKK

Dahliaspillera@yahoo.com
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TRUDEAU SGORED
OVER GARBAGE
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By Cory Martinez

ENVIRONMENT advo-
cates yesterday pressed

their demand for Cana-

da Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau to take his coun-
try’strashbackassoonas
possible to end an un-
happy episode in the
Canada-Philippines re-
lations.

The advocates, who
belonged todifferentenvi-
ronment-advocate
groups, held a rally out-
side of the Canadian Em-
bassy in Makati City and
denounced the long-
drawn-out Canadian gar-
bage dumping scandal
that has haunted the out-
going Aquinoadministra-
tion.

The rally, which was

organized by the EcoW-.

aste Coalition and Bukiod
Tao, was attended by the
membersof the GreenCon-
vergence for Safe Food,
Healthy Environmentand
Sustainable Economy
(GreenConvergence), Cit-
izens’ Environmental Net-
work (CEN)and the Green
Thumb Coalition (GTC).

The environment ad-
vocates lambasted the
Canadian PM for his gov-
ernment’s failure to re-
import the illegal trash
shipments that have been
rotting in Manila and Sub-
IC ports.

“We ask PM Trudeau
not to saddle the Duterte

government with these

overstaying containers of
reeking garbage from Can-
ada. Hisgovernmentmust

move quickly torepossess -

theseillegal shipments for

environmentally-sound

LPPER HALF

LOWER HALF

CANADIAN STINK Environmental actwlsts from the EcoWaste Coalition and
Buklod Tao protest outside the Embassy of Canada in Makati City and prod
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau to re-import their illegal garbage shipments for
environment-sound disposal in Canada to bring the dumping scandal to a close.

disposal in Canada,” said
Noli Abinales, President
of the EcoWaste Coalition.

“Removing Canada’s
garbage from our ports
will be viewed as a mean-
ingful gesture of goodwill
towards the new govern-
ment and put this hulla-
baloobehind us,” he point-
ed out.

To get their message
across loud and clear, the
protestors paraded 12
mock garbage-filled ship-
ping. containers bearing
Canada’siconicmapleleaf
and unveiled abanner that
says “PM Trudeau: What
ever happened to the ‘Ca-
nadian solution’? For the
sake of justice, take back
garbage now!”

On the fringe of the
APEC Summit last year,
Trudeau stated that a
“Canadian solution” is
being deveioped to ad-
dress the dumping con-

troversy thathad remained
unresolved for fartoolong.

“We reiterate our de-
mand for PM Trudeau to
take their trash back as
soon as possible so wecan
conclude this unhappy
episode in Canada-Phil-
ippinesrelationsand move
on,” said Dr. Angelina
Galang, President of the
GreenConvergence.

“I add my voice to the
persistent call asking Can-
ada to re-import their gar-
bage and bring thisblatant
case of environmental in-
justice to a close under the
Duterte presidency. We've
waited long enough, it’s
time to return those stink-
ingcontainerstowherethey
came from,” said “running
priest” Fr. Robert Reyes,
Lead Convenor, CEN.

Lawyer Aaron Pedro-
sa, one of the convenors of
GTCand Secretary Gener-
al of Sanlakas said: “Can-

Photo by Roger Talan

ada has to assume full
responsibility foritsillegal
garbage export to the Phil-
ippines that contravenes
national and international
laws. PM Trudeau must
act fast with unflinching
resolve to put this matter
to rest.”

Some 103 shipping con-
tainers of largely residual
household garbage de-
clared as scrap plastic for
recycling wereillegally ex-
ported to the Philippines
from Canada from 2013-
2014. In 2015, garbage
from 26 of these contain-
ers was unlawtfully dis-
posed of at a landfill in
Tarlac causing an uproar.

A government-led
waste characterization
study in 2014 confirmed
that63.94% of the garbage
shipmentswereresiduals,
whichcannolongerbere-
cycled and shouldbe prop-

erly disposed of.
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l L L E G A L D U M P I N G Environmental activists from fhe EcoWaste Coalition and Buklod Tao stage a protest action infront
of the Canadian Embassy in Makati demanding that Canada re-import its illegal garbage shipment and bring closure to the dumping scandal.

PHOTO BY RUSSELL PALMA
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~ Qutgoing Butuan mayor
inireklamo sa Ombudsman

Naghain ng reklamo sa Ombudsman ang 1lang resi-
dente ng Butuan City laban kay outgoing Mayor Ferdinand
M. Amante, Jr. dahil sa umano’y pagpapahintulot nito sa
operasyon ng isang open dumpsite na direktang lumalabag
sa Ecological Solid Waste Management Act R.A. 9003.

Sa kanilang petisyon ay hiniling din ng mahigit 500 rest-
dente ang agarang pagpapasara sa naturang open dumpstte.

Ayon sa inihaing reklamo sa Ombudsman, pinahmtulu-
tan ng outgoing mayor ang operasyof ng dumpsite mula pa
noong 2012 nang hindi man lang dumaan sa kahit anong
public consultation. Nagpatuloy rin umano ang Operasyonng
nasabing dumpsite sa Brgy. Dulag sakabila ng kawalan nito
ng Environment Clearance Certificate (ECC) mula sa De-
partment of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR).

Una nang nagsumite ang Dulag Brgy. Council
ng resolusyon na nagpapasara sa naturang dumpsite
ngunit hindi umano ito ipinatupad n1 Amante.

Kasama sa pinaiimbestigahan ang City Environment
and Natural Resources officer na si Alexander Alaan at ang
punong barangay ng Barangay Dulag nasi Erlinda Rosales.
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MMDA

eyes Tarlac
landfill for

Metro trash

The Metropolitan Manila De-

' velopment Authority (MMDA) is
- eyeing Metro Clark Waste Man-
- agement Corporation Sanitary

Landfill located in Capas, Tarlac
as an alternative to dump Metro
Manila’s garbage.

MMDA Chairman Emerson
Carlos clarified that Metro Manila
1S not on a brink of garbage crisis
even 1f it is looking for another
disposal facility.

Carlos said the sanitary landfill
In Barangay Kalangitan, Capas
town, would serve as backup to the
landfills where local government
units in Metro Manila are dumping
their garbage.

The availability of the 100-hect-
are sanitary landfill of the Clark
Development Corporation was of-
fered to LGUs in Metro Manila.

“We do not want to wait for a
garbage crisis (to happen) be-
fore we begin looking for another
site,” said Carlos after meeting
with some of the Metro Manila
mayors.

THE NATION’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

29 JUN 2018

COWWER Bir, S

At present, there are existing
disposal facilities that take in
garbage in Metro Manila. They
are the Payatas sanitary landfill
that accommodates garbage only
from Quezon City; Navotas landfill
where Navotas and Malabon City
dump their trash; and Rodriguez
town in Rizal that takes in garbage
from the remaining LGUs.

Among the three, the capacity
of the Payatas landfill is already

limited and can only be used for up
to three years.

Even if they want another site,
Carlos said no city wants to host
another landfill in Metro Manila
due to environmental reasons.

“We are still lucky to have Navo-
tas and Payatas,” said Carlos.

During the term of MMDA
chairman Bayani Fernando, Carlos
said the landfill in Tarlac took in
garbage from Metro Manila but the
contract had expired.

Based on records, Metro Ma-
nila produces 8,000 tons of wastes
daily.
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Electricity from Boracay trash

By JUN AGUIRRE the proposal of El Elyon-Orion For more than a decade, Malay
Renewable Solutions Corp. local government has been In

AKLAN - Boracay Island,  pe)ogReyes said the committee @ dilemma how to manage its
the country’s premier beach anot hasrecently been submitted  garbage. The growing tourism

destination, may soon generate i, the Malay Town Council. industry in Boracay Island means
electricity from trash. It was sometime the last generating more trash daily.
This, as the local government o arter of 2014 when El Elyon ~ Based on estimates of

of Malay town, Aklan province, orion presented its proposal Department of Tourism (DoT),
is awaiting for the approval of ¢ generating 60 megawatts of each tourist generates at |east a
the proposed waste-to-energy qjactricity for Boracay Island as kilo of trash on a daily basis (With

program that aims _to curb well as mainland Malay town. reports from Tara Yap)
environmental degradation. | |

Councilor Manuel de Los :
Reyes said that the Malay Town
Council will most likely approve
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ISA ang Manila Water sa
mga masugid na kabali-
kat ng Department of Edu-
cation sa programang
Oplan Brigada Eskwela na
naglalayong ihanda ang
mga paaralan ngayong
pasukan na ng mga mag-
aaral. |

Umabot sa 2,389 ang
water quality tests na isina-
gawa ng Manila Water muia
sa 538 na paaralan mula
Abrnl hanggang Mayo upang
siguruhin na ligtas, malinis
at maiinom ang tubig sa mga
paaralan.

Pahayag ni Manila Wa-
ter OIC for Strategic Affairs
Group at Corporate Commu-
nications Head Jeric Sevil-
la, Jr.

"Mahalaga sa amin na
maibigay ang mataas na ka-
lidad ng serbisyo sa aming
mga customers lalo na sa
mga pampublikong paara-
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lan.”
- Bukod dito, naglagay rin
ang Manila Water ng mga
karagdagang drinking foun-
tains at wash areas sa mga
eskwelahan sa Metro Manila
at lalawigan ng Rizal na ba-
hagi ng programang Lingap
Eskwela ng Manila Water.
Nakiisa rin ang Maniia
Water sa paglilinis ng mga
silid-aralan, pagpipintura ng

mga schoo! ground at class-

rooms, pagsasaayos at pag-
kukumpuni ng mga sira at

depektibong gripo at paliku-
ran sa iba't ibang paaralan
sa Makati, Mandaluyong,
Pasig, Balara, Cubao, San

Juan, lalawigan ng Rizal,

Pateros, Taguig, Marikina,

llang bahagi ng Lunsod ng-

Quezon at Manila. Nagsaga-

wa fin ng pagsisipsip ng

posonegro o desludging sa
mga paaralan.

Makikita sa larawan ang
mga empleyado ng Manila
Water, volunteers at school
teachers ng Concepcion Ele-
mentary School sa Marikina
City na nagtutulong-tulong sa
pagliinis ng mga classrooms
bilang paghahanda sa pag-
bubukas ng klase nitong
Hunyo. =

LOWER-HALF
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Pasay City is selllng Mamla Bay to SM

ES, this is what Pasay City-
SM reclamation deal actu-
ally boils down to once the
project 1s approved by the
Philippine Reclamation Authot-
ity (PRA). It will resurrect the
notorious PEA-Amari deal. Only
this time, it is the Pasay City
government that is the major
player and main proponent
instead of the PRA.
Portrayed as a public-private

partnership (PPP) project of

the Pasay City local govern-
ment, the deal calls for SM
to undertake and finance the

reclamation of 360 hectares of

Manila Bay and, in exchange,
the mall and property giant will
get 49 percent or 176.4 hectares
of the reclaimed land, while
Pasay City will end up with the
remaining 51 percent or 183.6

hectares.
Y

Environment and Natural Re-

ast week, the Department of

FLIPSIDE

ATTY. DODO
DULAY

sources (DENR) conducted the
(tirst and only?) public hearing
on the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) report of the
Pasay City-SM reclamation proj-
ect—the first indispensable step
in the approvals process.

With that, the ball is now in
the court of incoming DENR
Secretary Gina Lopez, so to
speak.

Not a few thinking Filipi-
nos are hoping that Lopez, a
staunch anti-mining advocate
and a well-known environmen-
talist, can finally put an end to
what many see as the continu-
ing destruction of Manila Bay
for profit’s sake.

We got hold of a copy of the
Executive Summary of the EIA
report and as we pored over it,
it became obvious that the only
real beneficiaries of the recla-
mation project are the officials

-~ of the Pasay City government

and mall and property giant
SM. That only a privileged few
should protfit from a natural
resource owned by all Filipinos
definitely leaves a bitter taste in
the mouth.

Perhaps what's more amusing
about the report are the justifi-
cations given by Pasay City for
undertaking the reclamation

'pr0]ect Here are some of them:

“IThe project will] help in
decongesting Metro Manila and
the City of Pasay by providing

“alternative site for future de-

velopment ... instead of such

developments being located in

the already-crowded inland.”
“The expanded reclaimed areas

will provide the sufficient critical
mass and synergy to enable Pasay
City to compete with and surpass
other business districts existing
within Metro Manila.”

“The benefits that shall accrue
to the to the City of Pasay will
be substantial and these will
be in the form of additional
income and revenues gener-
ated from additional real estate
taxes, permits and licenses and
business taxes ..."

And perhaps even more tell-
ingly, the EIA report admits that
“(w)hen completed, the Pro-
posed Pasay Reclamation Proj-
ect will be linked up with, and
will serve as an extension of the
existing Mall of Asia Complex
located just across the Libertad
Channel.” In short, the Pasay
City-SM reclamation project 1s
really just a (very protitable)
land deal, after all.

»DulayA5S
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o The way a lot of folks see it, -
it is a cheap way for SM to ac-

quire property and expand its

MOA complex in the booming

‘Bay City area where land prices,
brokers say, are expected to hit
-P500,000 per square meter. or
- more, by the time the seven-year

reclamation project is com-
_of Pamalakaya, claims the P54-
billion land reclamation project
. was approved because of the
“juicy commissions the approv-
‘ing authority would get from

_ pleted That easily translates to
an P880-bllllon windfall proﬁt
for SM. -

Recently, an anti- reclamatlonl |
alliance composed of fisher--

folk groups such as the Pam-

bansang Lakas ng Kilusang
Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas~
(Pamalakaya), Koalisyon Kon-

tra Kumbersyon ng Manila Bay

(KKK-Manila Bay), Sagip Manila
Bay Movement (SMBM), Save

Freedom Island Movement
(SFIM) and Anakpawis partyl-

ist, have called for a stop to the
Pasay City-SM deal, saying that
“too many malls have been built

to dlsplace [ﬁsher folks].

“The Henry Sy empire should
refrain from establishing a
republic of reclaimed areas in
Manila Bay. Manila Bay is not
for sale and it is owned by the
Filipino people, the groups
said. ._
Salvador France, vice chalr

the deal, aside from the promise
of a lion's share for the higher-
ups.

P54-billion reclamation project
at the expense of people's liveli-
hood and enwronment " France
added. o |
Aside from the Pasay reclama-
tion project, SM was awarded

another 300-hectare reclama-

“Multiple crimes of plun-
der and first-rate felony of cor-
Tuption are written all over this

' tlon deal in Manila Bay by the
adjacent city of Parafiaque. The

mall and property bigwig pre-

‘viously announced its plan to

merge the Pasay and Paranaque

reclamation projects in a con-

tiguous 600-hectare area.
‘Indeed, we find ironic that

“in the midst of the govern-

ment’s campaign for earthquake
readiness (MMDA officials
called last week’'s quake drill
a “resounding success”), the

- PNoy government has not put

the brakes on the reclamation
of Manila Bay, especially since
reclaimed foreshore lands are
most vulnerable to natural
hazards like storm surges,
land subsidence, and destruc-
tive ground shaking and lig-

“uefaction during earthquakes,

according to internationally

renowned Filipino geologist

Kevin Rodolfo. _
Rodolfo says reclaiming

»an V .. L

new land when Metro Manila
is overdue for a magnitude 7.2
earthquake is “simply insane.”

But those natural hazards are
a minor detail to Pasay City and
SM. The potential “benefits” of
the reclamation deal are obviously |
too tempting to pass up. Besides,
if anything bad happens during an
earthquake, they can always avoid
liability by blaming it on a fortu-
itous (unforeseen) event.

No wonder many expats in
the country say we have the
smartest bureaucrats in the
world. '
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Manila Bay

deteriorated

— Sen. Villar

Manila Bay, a historical landmark, has

deteriorated even after the Supreme Court

issued eight years ago a writ of continuing .
mandamus ordering 13 government agen-
cies to clean and rehabilitate the bay. !

Sen. Cynthia A. Villar, outgoing Senate
agriculture and food committee chair-
woman, made the observation as she
urged these agencies to work double time
in cleaning up Manila after noting “no

significant improvement can be seen in |

the bay.”
On Dec. 18, 2008, the Supreme Court
issued a landmark decision in GR No.

171947-48 ordering 13 government agencies

“to clean up, rehabilitate, and preserve Ma-

nila Bay, restore and maintain its waters

to make them fit for swimming, skindiving,

and other forms of contact recreation.”

These agencies are the Metro Manila
Development Authority’ (MMDA) and the |

departments of environment and natural
resources (DENR), education, health, agri-
culture, public works and highways, budget
and management and interior and local
government; the Philippine Coast Guard,

" Philippine National Police Maritime Group,

Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage

System, Local Water Utilities Administra-

tion, and the Philippine Ports Authority.
Around 300 people joined the clean-
up activity at BASECO headed by Villar
Villar SIPAG (Social Institute for Poverty
Alleviation and Governance), Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR)
Department of Environment and Natu-
ral Resources -National Capital Region

(DENR-NCR), Metro Manila Development

Authority (MMDA) residents of Brgy. 649,

BASECO and the Kabalikat sa Kaunlaran

ng BASECO Manila.

TIOPITR <AL T

4

EOWER HATT

FRATEGEL C OMMUNICATlON AND lNiTtATiVEﬁa SLHV%LE

£ A5



,,,,,,,

1
R BT e B Y I e ) AT
o ' - L' ' . . -
I L, . ] . .
1o " B ST . '
=" . -k T A
'y - ' O I R I Y 0 :
..'1 - il L P ve b ] . - 1 -
' - .o . .
-|.|: . r. ‘+ h r i N - 1 .
bre (= F u - T N
. r ; .
r . ' v . P
. ll.‘. ' IJ i o C
- .
I.‘-I-.lral ;l:'x .I-.i . .'i. i Y . . . .
ool . ' ]
TR S . v Misws
'i"'lh" LY . ' ' ke 4 1 Y PR
L R L I . : T -JI.'.‘- J'!I 5.-_'.‘. .
rF ! - A
N A
'3 Y
L . '
X [ : ' v 1
-
..‘r H L | )
= I‘ r

© hea

[ "-
[i

5

P!1 E

[ T

ik . -
o

r— .. . ot ey
I " — . - - A g A Pty T ; aR1p ! : *
Jratas e BT R L S TR SR SR - EA e T _ "
' oot II.".-'----.' e e ’ ' . * r Lt : .:I_' - A
. L o, Y h ' . - [~ - et (. =1 .
H . r . . 4 - } PR 'I|J. - 1 L.._
L - ' AR o - g I i L v ok
pden N . g g tolURR T .- { L ; _'_l_l - ’ o = o 4 - .
e - 1 I -.I ' . A I - i . A i : I
: ' ' ! " T o - ) 1 l..l '
4 N | : o ik AL ! Lo B . I . . T o i,
-F g S - : o - d B . - YN
T L . | * : ' o b Ty i, : o £
h“" L o i e ‘ - Ii ] ) "= ; ' ': J- ! L : . ll W'- ' . "; ) - 1 + " T |;J ) L.- - ) _‘ll. [ LI ’ : Il ;_1 J ' ' . -
- . PR . ' i : ' o r e - ' L - T - o - '.._-'H_,"'
- " - . . . d i T . . . -, . , . e ] . - . P B . .
. . ' ) wlcon T SO ) h . S B bR TR | 4 i P . . b - . . . I
. ' . .'. . L. N w A .lh-I |- R wt . - . . 6 . . LI, L Vi ) o i )
' "=I L . ' oo A r . -t e . L T - LI - R . e - . "
N . . 1 ' ..-I_ H _'.‘ :".'. _:..II‘ . . -_. . . . | A ., .o r o8 - ; . e .
- . e " J 1 - . i
r‘l . . . . 1 - . . r . .

wr - _ . L oh o ..,1 . . i
' . . Tt . L 1 ' ! '
- ' - r r '
r ’ ' 1"
r  ——. Dy ' 23 . 3 g ,
) - a0t L ] L]
r . ! )
% . L L iy ' i

o X h . N ) | . . s A

St - :II ' .- L 1 ° M ..1- " . . H 4 r N 1 [

I ; L " |= w at —l.. . e '-r ra ' r T ' -'I ' b L R "o ta

T T T UL - T P : o E . PR
"l"-: i'. . "1‘ E 1' ':- - . o ' - i f L 7 a .

* & R S T 1 e "

e ) . o -I||" . = L[] ' ] ' "t '
S e - L, ' - ¥ 1
Ta = .- 1 a . }
. i 1™ . J‘ . A , "~ ; ot . .1|
v . ' . L ' 1 - . '
M A . . , ;

28 JUN 2016

e Ll Paddade dw - - "ot oram s e BT [ R SEEPIET J G t

RIARES

A

oy, TR TR N N iy P T e e el e =
| - ’
v f _
1 o
1
1 1 * " -\_.! -

| -l dmmmca—en = Tkl R Rl Sl R daas S e - g w1k WL

VIPPER HALTY

Sl e o Am s e Bhln mgrrl sy P alalPrider -

L

N R s

T .
- 4 '
’ .

Slow relocation of informal families

BY PETER TABINGO

THE Commission on Audit
has criticized the Pasig River
Rehabilitation Commission
(PRRO) for failure to follow its
own target commitments on
the relocation of close to 3,000
informal settler families (ISFs)
from waterways and tributaries
of the Pasig River in 2015.

— i vl o A B L L W A = = T

In its 2015 audit report on

the PRRC, the COA said the
agency reported that 2,442 ISFs
were relocated, equivalent to
82 percent of 2,973 families

set as target accomplishment

for the year.
The PRRC is headed by Gina

Lopez who was appointed last
week as secretary of the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natu-

SLOW

will serve as buffer zones and
help improve water quality of
Metro Manila’s main waterway.

The PRRC estimates that up

to 65 percent of garbage and

waste water that end up in Pasig
River come from shanty towns
scattered along its 26-kilometer
length.

However, auditors noted that
based on PRRC’s Major Final
Output submission, the benefi-
ciary families were supposed
to come from 16 esteros and
creeks that were already identi-
fied for rehabilitation.

These were the Estero de San
Miguel, Estero de San Sebastian,
Estero de Sampaloc, Culiat
Creek, Pasong Tamo, San Fran-
cisco River, Maytunas Creek,
and Ermitano Creek where
5,040 informal settler families

are situated.

Of this number however, only
1,014 ISFs have been moved to
designated relocation sites in
Bulacan and Cavite provinces.

The 1,428 ISFs that make up
the accomplishment figure of
PRRC were families transferred
from other areas of Pasig River
that were not yet due for reha-
bilitation.

At the same time, the COA
questioned the failure of the
PRRC to maximize the P41.88-
million budget for demolition
and relocation budget in 2015,
spending only P24.47 million,
thereby slowing down imple-
mentation.

“The data...showed that out
of the remaining surveyed ISFs
of 12,673 to be relocated as of
December 31, 2014...only 2,442
were actually relocated in 2015.
At the rate the number of ISFs

along Pasig River criticized by COA

ral Resources by President-elect
Rodrigo Duterte.

The relocation program start-
ed in 2000 and was supposed to
free up a 10-meter easement on
either side of the tributaries and
main Pasig River channel to be
designated as “Environmental
Preservation Areas (EPAs)” that

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

See SLOW > Page B6

is being relocated, it is unlikely
or impossible to rehabilitate the
esteros/creeks by the last year of
the relocation program in 2019,”
the COA said. |
Auditors noted that based on
the outlined plan of the PRRC
for 2015, P41.88 million was
allotted to move ISFs from the

eight areas for rehabilitation but

only P9.82 million was actually
spent as planned. On the other
hand, P14.65 million was spent
to relocate families in esteros or
creeks that were not yet even
covered by on-going easement
projects.

According to the PRRC’s
2015 financial statements, it
also hired 2006 service person-
nel as additional workforce
which increased its “other
professional services” expense
to P36.24 million compared to
P26.04 million in 2014.
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