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" DENR urges
> Filipinos
to help save

OUTGOING Environment and Natural Resourc
es Secretary Ramon Paje has called on the

nos to save and protect the end ]

‘pine eagle. ;

Paje said this type of bird needs to be nurt
asitis the Filipino people’s best g
communits

The country started to celebrate the “P'l
pine Eagle Week” vesterday until Jun
the DENR renewing its appeal to the i
give more emphasis on the Philippin
protection and concern.

Just recently, a- Philippine eagle wi

y caught in a trap in Aurora prc
was formally turned over to the authorities
ing conservationists hope for the critically er
dangered raptor.

“The Philippine eagle is a unique heritage,
found only in this part of the world that needs to
sbe nurtured as it is the Filipino people’s gift to the
global community,” Paje stressed. :

A weeklong celebration was highlighted by
calls to stop the killing and protect the forests. -

Paje said the Philippine eagle has continued
to brave the challenges to its survival, particular-
ly habitat destruction and hunting.

Thewildiife conservation community
shocked with recent news of Philippine eagles
being killed, the latest of which was Pamana, a
three-year-old raptor that was found with a bul-
let hole in the right breast at Mt. Hamiguitan
Range Wildlife Sanctuary in Davao Oriental, in -

ced to usher in a renewed com- {
wotect the eagle and other wildlife
- fromextinciion and allow them to perpetuate for
‘future generations,” Paje pointed.out.
E Joel dela Torre
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" drastical Iy reduced in the 1930s
Its pppulatlon continues to
shrmk ow1ng to loggmg andhunt-
‘thepopu-
mptingthe
Tamaraw

lareasaw. e
\ tamaraw
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of Republic Act (RA) 6149 dated
November 9, 1970.

~Akey biodiversity area, the en-
tire MIBNP is shared by the towns
of Gloria, Bansud, Bongabong,
Pinamalayan and Mansalay in the
province of Oriental Mindoro; and
the towns of Sablayan, Calintaan,
Rizal and San Jose province in the
province of Occidental Mindoro.

While the park is named af-
ter two prominent mountains—
Mount Iglit (2,364 meters above
sea level) and Mount Baco (2,488
meters above sealevel)—there are
two other mountains within the
protected area, namely, Mount
~ Wood (2,024 meters above sea

' level) and Mount Sinclair (1,842
above sealevel).

' The park is blessed with abun-
dant water with five major river
systemsandseveralminor systems
draining from the various peaks.

'Grasslandis the most predomi-
~ nant land cover of MIBNP, com-

préising around 72,811 hectares,

or, 38.25 percent, of the total land
area, ideal for feeghng ground of

tamaraw, and a remaining forest

area of about 29.83 percent of the
p:irk s totalland area.

| According to a biological profile -

of MIBNP, 63 species of plants can

' be found in the area. The majority -

of the speciesareorchidsand bego-
nias. Aside from the wild tamaraw,
the park is also home to monkeys,
w1ld pigs, palm catand Malay civet.
? Nine species of fruits and in-
sejct batsthrivein the park. A total
of 104 species of birds also breed

in the park,includingthe Mindoro .
Imperial Pigeon, Mindoro Bleed-

ing Heart, Mindoro Scops Owl,
‘Mindoro Flowerpecker, Mindoro
l-lornbill and the Black-hooded
coucal. A total of 11 species of

e =

‘food,” he said.’ : e

While there are natlonal lawsrf - 4 huntin;
‘that protect the tamar S
~ said there isalso alaw, specific s
the Indigenous Peoples’ Righ "Act:“ e

" snakes were also recorded 34

species of lizards and nine
species of amphlblans ’

‘Hunting practlces o
TWO known Mangyan tr1bes——~thei -
Buhid and Tau-Buhid, whrch are’

claiming vast portlo ‘
as their ancestral do

within the MIBNP, whic co,tm
ues to face various threats, suc.h as ¢
logging, illegal-wildlife trade and.

hunting for food and trophy.
Boyles said hunting in the
NP remains a serious threat

population of the tamaraw in the -

wild—a reason dispersal in other

‘areasis not happening. i
“Hunting is part of the culturea e

of the Mangyans. For thet
ing tamaraw is subsiste

(Ipra), that guarantees the protec—

tion and of the tradltlonal way of

life of the Mangyan : :
Laws that protect the tamaraw
against hunting include Com

wealth Act 73, RA 1086, RA se_g,jf
or the Nipas Act, which estabhshes’"

protected areas, and RA 91473,"01‘

have designated certain areas
wherehunting tamarawis allowed.

areas for trad1t1onal ‘hu
also sees the need for man:

tlghten the regulatlon inh

for the Mangyan i

B_ - :;

'l1fe “we are letting
'rules " he said.

of othér ammal traps,

h‘ey,ué’é guns. For snare,
they used to use vines but now
i :they use nylons v he sald

<chance of survrval 1f they areable to
, escage Nylcns injure the'tamaraw '
' whenit‘ struggles t ésca‘ 1

but we want to enfo

- Boyles said. regulatmg the use‘»

We want thern b make small |

‘ steel cages and smaller plts Pk |k

- the Wildlife Resources Conserva- . cat:
'tion and Protection Act. L
For Mangyans, Boyles said they S \ o
‘ landers hunt 1nthe MIBNE not ]ust "
, forfood but for trophles andthey
While he said there are deagnated‘l b
’ng, he
ment3~
intervention, such as restnctl““g';
thehunt to fewer andsmaller areas.
He said the PAMB is eyeing to

|‘ty' conservatlon

'ACCORDING to Boyles they con-
'tlnue to engage the Mangyans
unt-
ing tamaraw which is e Tusive -

llVlng within. and out31de the
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We contlnuouslyhold ourinfor-

“mation, educat1onandcommun1ca—

~ tion campaign. We want to show

‘them that they will be affected if

. the tamaraw is gone in Mindoro,”
-he said partly in Filipino.

.. Besides moderating hunting

Ppractices, hesaid theyare eyeingto

' encouragethe Mangyanstobecome

--fo st protectorsinorder to Prevent
~ the lowlanders from encroaching
€ protected area to cut trees and

Since. ey said Mounts Igllt—
: Baco is their ancestral domain,
we would like to encourage them

r

. to be part in protecting the area

against the lowlanders,”
<= i F111p1no

: Accordlng to Boyles, the DENR

- through the PAMB, is implement-
ing hvehhood programs, such as
animal dlspersal of carabaos and

s sinall ruminants.

_ On the qgther hand, under the
National Greening Program, people
in the communities are also pro-

- vided with jobs as partners of the

' 5 masswe reforestatlon activities,
he added. :

Fromitsfailed captive- breeding
program in the 1900s, the TCP
moved forward to strengthenmg
protection and conservation.in
‘the wild to boost its population

. through natural breeding within
the75,445-hectare protected area.

he said

MIBNP is protecting not only the
tamaraw, but other endangered
wildlife that takes shelter in the
vast forest.

Lim said protecting the entire

She said the gex}epn'ment is not
alone in its endeavor for the MIB-
NP, but to save the tamaraw, the

. DENR-BMBwillneed allthe help it

canget, particularly from the LGUs
andthepeoplein the communities.
'« Lim said the LGUs, which has a

x "-seat in PAMB, must integrate devel-
L opment plans and programs in the
| MIBNPinthe developmentagenda
| Vof their respective localities.

Fundlng support for the protec-

: itlon of the MIBNP, she said, will
. boost blodlver51ty conservation

that will help save the tamaraw

“against hunters.

Lim said the fact that tamaraw

;;-t'éntlnues to thrive within the

' MIBNPisproofthat the ecosystem

remains healthy and must be pro-
tected against all threats.

MIBNP, she said; is hosting a di-

- 'verse species of flora and fauna,

including those classified as threat-
enedand critically endangeredlike

‘the tamaraw, which LGUs should

help sustainably manage together

‘with the national government.

Through the TCP, the DENR

hopesto educate the communities,

not only to become the protectors

:of the forest, but champions of the
'country s r1ch blodlver51ty

A protected area, such as the

P4
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“'UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
l\E/[Qon is seeking from'the
lnternatwnal community more
o ,aQtlon against continuing 1llegal

wildlife trade.
it io “There’s grave cause for alarm,”

§ ,he said in his message for the 2016
. (World Environment Day (WED)
#hioHe raised urgancy for action;

“‘notlng illicit wildlife trade not only ;

feéds corruption and related

““efiminal activities but is also driving

thbusands of wild flora and fauna

s&)eaes closer to extlnctlon

i1 Such natural resource depletion
i d.ue to unscrupulous parties’ greed
fer short-term gain is jeopardizing
;biediversity and ecological
sequilibrium needed for long-term

ibenefit of commumtles and :

habitats, he noted..

affected by civil war, he noted.
“Such action sends a strong

message that wild spemes of plants

and animals are a ‘precious

commodity that must be
- sustainably managed and. protected i

from illegal trade,” he said.

In 1972, UN'General Assembly :
: de51gnatedJune5asWED :
‘The annual WED 'is UN’ i

prineipal vehicle for encouraging’

action for the environment.

Anchored on the theme “Go
Wild for Life,” this year’s WED. .

. celebration aims helping promote

zero tolerance for slaughter and

-illegal trade of wxldhfe around the

world. - i

t#43¢ urge people and governments fort
‘td overcome’ indifference, combat:  thei

Lgf'eed and act to preserve our ..
naturalherltage for the benefit of %
“this and future generations,” he ade,
warning speme extinction IS‘

sad. : ‘
i r;Ban lauded 2016 WED global

host Angola for dec1d1ng to no -,

~komger tolerate sale of illegal
,;wildlife products

eglslatlon and increasing border
SYontrols to help restore ' the
elephant population which was

261 Angola is also strengthenlng‘»

irreversible, '

Losses from specie extinction ;

were permanent, he also said,
“Driven by high proﬁts illegal

Wlldllfe trade continues - we must

continue, expand and intensify
efforts to.curb this illicit business
including importation ofinvasive

:,lJN chiefwarns agalnst |Ilegal WIIdIIfe trade

spemes to the country,” le said®
earlier this week. :

Paje spearheaded in 013 the
environment department S
destruction of about five tons of
confiscated elephant tusks worth
some. $10 million-and prev;()asly

o smuggled: into the Plullpplnestrom.:

Afrlca
He descrlbed ‘the tusks«

"strong statement to the rest of
the world that the Philippines is
serious about not toleratmg lllegal
‘trade of'i ivory."

Similar destructions followed in
the US, China, France, Chad Belglum
Hongkong, Kenya Ethiopia;
Mozambique, Congo, United Arab

j Emlrates and Thailand, noted

Department of Env1r0nment and

'Governments can mstltute
change by fully 1mplementmg
policies on protecting biodiversity
~and ecosystems, he continued.

""The campaign asks everyoneto
pledge ending 1llegal trade in
_wildlife," he said. :

UN already undertook several
measures for helping address such
11]101t act1v1ty, noted Ban

‘ destructmn an Asian first:asa
worldwide awareness about and

PNA
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mlnlng Opera; Ions in

Various environmental groups
are seeking from PreSIdent elect
Rodrigo Duterte green justice for

.mining operations' violations in

various provinces nationwide.

Sanlakas, Concerned Citizens of
Sta. Cruz, Zambales (CCOS),

D1d1p10 Earth Savers Multi-purpose

AsSociation (DESAMA), Save

Manicani Movemént, (SAMAMO),
Environmental Legal Assistance
Center (ELAC), ABS-CBN Lingkod
Kapamilya Foundation Inc. and
Alyansa Tigil Mma (ATM) raised
such plea.as they denounced
mining operations in Nueva

Vizcaya, Zambales Palawan and

Eastern Samar provinces for

“violating environmental laws: and
human  rights in communities
" concerned. :

“The most immediate that we
can demand is a‘moratorl_urr} on’
“all mining operations in the country.

while the Duterte administration
reviews and addresses loopholes

in the current mining policy," ATM -
national coordinator Jaybee

Garganera said in the groups' 2016
World Environment Day message.

' He said the groups also expect

review and evaluation of all mining

'ratlonal

RP

pI‘OJBQtS as well as suspensmn of
mining

and sanctions for erri
firms in the country. _
- Aside from pushing for repeal

of RA 7942 (Mining Act of 1995);.
ATM highlighted need to enact the
\‘Alternatlve Minerals Management
_Bill (AMMB)).**

AMMB presents a "sustamable
needs-based mmerals
management policy geared towards
effective ‘utilization of mineral
resources for ecologically-sound
national industrialization and

modermzatlon of agrlculture i

noted ATM

“PNA
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# «WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY ...&

NG World Environment Day (WED) ay 1tmakda ng United Nations (UN) General Assembly

noong 1972 sa pagsisimula ng Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment. Sa araw din
na iyon, pinagtibay ng General Assembly ang isa pang resolusyon para lumikha ng United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) na naging pangunahing pandaigdigang environmental authority
na nagtakda ng mga panuntunang pangkahkasan sa murido.

Iba—lbang lungsod ang nagiging punong abala sa WED bawat taon, at ginugunita ito sa
pamamagitan ng isang international exposition sa buong Imggo ng Hunyo 5. Ngayong taon,
pangangasiwaan ito ng Angola at may temang “Go Wild for Life.” Layunin ng temana maresolba
ang mabilis na pagdausdos ng lupa at ang epekto nito sa biodiversity na dulot ng lumalalang ilegal
na bentahan ng wildlife products, na tumatangay sa likas na pamana sa planeta, at nagreresulta para
maglaho angilang species. Hangad din nitong masumpungan ang mga potensiyal at pangmatagalang
solusyon sa mga suliraning dulot ng pagpaslang at pagpupuslitng mga hayop na nakapananamlay
sa ekonomiya at ecosystems, nagpapaigting sa organisadong krimen, at nagpapasigla sa kurapsiyon
at kawalan ng seguridad sa mundo. Karaniwan nang ipinagdiriwang ang WED sa pamamagitan ng
arts at crafts exhibitions, film festivals, competitions, demonstration act1v1t1es drama atpoetry, flash
mobs, online at social media activities, at sports activities.

Nag-aalok ang UNEP at ang mga katuwang nito ng limang mabilisang hakbangln upang gawmg
matagumpay ang araw na ito: a) bumuo ng grupo sa paghimok sa mga kaanak, kaibigan, katrabaho,"
kapwa miyembro ng komunidad, mga grupong pangkalikasan, at mga lokal na parhahalaan na mag-
organisa ng event katuwang ka at talakayin ninyo ang mga detalye ng okasyonatang mga paksang
sasaklawinsito; b) alamin kung ano pa angmga idaraos para sa WED sa antas na pandaigdigan,
pambansa, pang-rehiyon, at lokal sa paghahanap ng mga website at pakikibahagi sa Twit
hashtag na #worldenvironmentday, at pagbabasa ng mga anunsiyo at pahayagan, €) sup:
ang tema sa pagtukoy sa mga nakatutuwa at interesanteng paraan upang iugnay ang inorg,
aktibidad sa opisyal na temangayong taon, at lumikha ng malinaw na mensahe na aakit ng
at magbibigay ng inspirasyon sa iba upang makibahagi; d) bumuo ng plano ng pag|
timetable sa pagkumpleto sa ma ito hanggang sa Hunyo 5; paghahana ngn
mga'sponsor upang makatulong sa pag-oorganisa at pagkakaloob ng ‘material
mgalogo para sa mga postero T-shlrt muIa sa WED: web51t

mga pags1sxkap para maprotektahan ang kalikasan. ;
Sa ating pagdiriwang ng WED 2016, hlmh1kayat tayong isaisip ang | lahat ng mlalang na;
nanganganib na maglaho at kumilos upang maprotektahan ang mga ito para sa susunod na henerasyon. ‘
Ang mga hakbanging ito ay maaaring tungkol sa mga hayop o mga halaman na delikadong maglaho
atnasa paligid lang ng ating komunidad, gayundin sa antas na pambansa o kahit pa pandalgdl?gan
dahil ang mga paglalahong ito ay may potensiyal na makapagpalala sa pandaigdigang pagkal g

Nawa 'y tayo, mga tagapangalaga ng Mundo, ay magkaisa sa pagbibigay ng'proteksiyon sa atif
“nag-iisang tahanan”.
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‘World Environment Day

¥ ORLD Environment Day
(WED) was established by
the United Nations (UN)
General Assembly in 1972
tp mark the opening of the Stockholm
Qonference on the Human Environ-
ment. On the same day, another
resolution was adopted by the General
Assembly creating the United Ndtions
Environment Programme /(UNEP)
Wthh has become the leading global
qnvu'onmental authority that sets the
global environmental agenda.

WED is hosted every year by a dif-
ferent city and commemorated with

- an mternatlonal exposition through .

the week of June 5. This year, it will be
host;ed by Angola with the theme “Go
‘ Wlld for Life.” The theme seeks to ad-
dreés the fast erosion of the Earth and

its mvaluable biodiversity resulting"

from the booming illegal trade in wild-
life E)roducts which robs the planet of
1ts natural heritage, and drives species
to the brink of extinction. It likewise
seeks to find viable and long-term

solutions to the problems caused by

the killing and smuggling of wildlife

which undermine economies and .

ecosystems, fuel organized crime, and
feed corruption and insecurity around
the globe. WED is usually celebrated
through arts and crafts exhibitions,
film festivals, competitions, demon-
stration activities, drama and poetry,
flash mobs, online and social medla
activities, and sports activities.

UNEP and its partners offer five
quick steps to make the day a suc-

cess: a) build a team by asking family,
friends, colleagues, community, envi-
ronmental groups, and local govern-
ment bodies to organize an event with
you and brainstorm on what that event
might be and what topic it should focus
on; b) find out what else is happening
for WED at the international, national,
regional and local levels by checking
out the website and twitter under

#worldenvironmentday, and reading .

notice boards and newspapers;c) sup-
port the theme by determining fun and

interesting ways to link your activity or
event to this year’s official theme; and
crafting strong messages that will at-
tract attention and motivate others to
getinvolved; d) draw up a plan of action
with a timetable for getting things done
in time for June 5; look for partners and
sponsors to help organize and provide
materials; download logos for posters

. or T-shirts from the WED website as

well as a full toolkit of planning advice;
and e) celebrate with the world. by
making your activities visible and at-
tract others to join you by registering
on our website; and engage leaders,
celebrities and officials to generate
as much enthusiasm and attention for
the effort you have made to protect our
env1r0nment

.As we mark WED 2016, we are
encouraged to keep in mind all those
threatened species and take action to

_ help safeguard them for future genera-

tions. This action can concern animals
orplants that are threatened w1thm our
local areas as well as at the natlonal or
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WORLD ENVIRONMEN AY. Isang babaeng nakapuwesto ala-lady: justice ang

- nasa harap ng mga kinatawan ng iba't ibang environmental group na bitbit ang mga -

dokumento mula sa mga kasong inihain nila laban sa mga kumpanya ng minahan
dahil sa pag!abag sa batas pangkallkasan at karapatang pantao; bilang paggunita sa

: Wodd Enwronment Day kahapon sa.isang restaurant sa Quezon Memorial Circle

FEDERICO CRUZ
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- llocos Norte goes into coffee farmlng

Ilocos Norte, through
its Special Projects and
Development Office is

venturing into coffee farming to .

boost agricultural development.

SPDO chief Edwin Carifio is
urging local farmers to engage
in coffee production, which
does not require much water

:.__supply and other plantm 08

By ARTEMIO DUMLAO

Under the program. SPDO

willnot only provide seedhngs :

to interested farmers but give

- technical assistance as well.

Carifionoted that “the market
demand for coffee remains high
in the national level,” citing the

agriculture department’s data
vhich showed that “anaverage

Filipino consumes 1. 2 kilos of

1 coffee annually.” -

i ”Somefarmershavea]mady
expressed their interest in
this endeavor and we are

creates alternatlve source of

- Promoting hlgh value cropsin

~ llocos Norte is in line with Tlocos
‘Norte's. thrust of strengthemng

sustamable agncultu.re .
" Ilocos Norte Gov. Imee

Marcos said “engaging in the
encouraging more Ilocanos to

. utilize their uncultivated lands

for agri,c‘ult_ural purposes,”

1ndustry will raise economic
activity in the long run as it
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"= Benham Rise seen as fishin

By LOUISE MAUREEN SlMEON

The Bureau of Fisher-
jes and Aquat1c Resources
(BFAR) and marine scien-
tists have sailed for the first
time this year the 13-million
hectare Benham Rise in an

effort to protect and mcrease o
, 'provmces of Aurora and Isa- *
“bela, and duly recogmzed
_the United Nations in 2012’

marine product1v1ty in t
country. :

BEFAR and marine’ sme
tists: from§ non- governmen
orgamzatlon Oceana Pl

the UN! Conventlon on| the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).
Benham Bank, the shal-
lowest portion of the un-
explored seamount, is one
‘of the traditional fishing
grounds of coastal dwellers
~on'the nogtheastern coast of
Luzon. 1
“This ;could serve as a
new alternative fishing

men, sing

including tuna,” ‘BFAR«chlef
LS c1e ntis:

 providing ‘remo 1y
“ated vehiicles and ‘technical

~ diver-videographers for the
expedition to get add1t10nal

e S

Rhoda-Bacordo 7

ippines and’ ‘the University
of the Philippines continue

to discover the country’s -

newest territory on board a
government research vessel.
. The undersea region east
f Luzon is located off the

by'

as the newest Ph111pp1ne
territory in compliance with

footages and allow research- |
ers to extenswely analyze
the marine hfe in the area.
This year’s expedition is
also making use of the baited
remote underwater video sys- | |
tem (BRUVS) to measure fish
populatlons which uses foot-

- agefrom two camerasiattached |

to a frame with fish- bait at the

_software to estimate fish sizes

‘andanalyze the maximum’
number of fishseenata given

time, v

"We are hopeful that what-
ever-new discoveries will be
made in this expedition can
serve as the basis for crafting
a management and conser-
vation plan for this new ter-
ritory,” Oceana Phlhppmes

- back to spawn in the western
‘Pac1f1 n dlng in the ¢

marine scientist Mananne
Saniano said. = -

Based on oceanographlc
explorations, there are more
than 50 species of fish and
tiered plate corals in the Ben-
ham Bank.

‘the US and Mexrco, but came'

> Bic Man age-
ment Bureau has also an<
nounced plans to organize a

workshop .on management .

strategies for the sustainable
use of resources in Benham
Rise considering the need for

; complete baseline assessment .
“center and. spec1ally licensed
—grounds for F111p1n0 fisher- .

the areais knownf
- as the migration path of flsh :

: I status and the rest as explora—
“The area is part of the’ “tion ar :

spawning grounds.of the high- -
1y valuable Pacific bluefin tuna
which are known to swim to. - »
plays abig role in the fi

ICE

of the region. *
‘One of the options belngﬂ
cons1dered is to declare Ben-'
_ham Rise as a marine managed
area, with Benham Bank as

the core zone with protecteds'

and exploratlons star’ced in!
.the Benhan

ector becatise thée shallow-!

_est area has shown prlmary

ductivity. - ,
- BFAR continues to under-{
take oceanographlc studiesin!
the vicinity. of Benham Rise
alongside the implementa-,
tion of fisheries assessment
and the National Payao Pro-

gram inan ttempt to mark the

country S terr1t0r1es
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Gov t and the Flhpmo people

AMBISYON NATIN 2040 is a NEDA
study that reflects the “collective long

term vision and aspirations of Filipinos

for themselves and for the country...It
describes the kind of life people want
to live, as well as how the country will
look like in 2040.

The study is the result of public con-
sultations and a national survey with
10,000 respondents. It can be divided
into two parts. The first part, which I
wrote about in my column last Thursday,
focuses on the Filipino vision for self and
family. Based on the results of the survey,
the NEDA has framed the Vision of the
Filipino for self and family as follows:

“...we will enjoy a stable and comfort-

' able lifestyle, secure in the knowledge

that we have enough for our daily
needs and unexpected expenses, that

we can plan and prepare for our own.

i and our children’s future. Our family
 lives together in a place of our own, yet

we have the ‘freedom to go where we
desire, protected and enabled by a clean,
efficient and fair government.”

The NEDA has estimated that the Fili-

| pino desire for a “simple and comfort-

able life” is attainable with a family gross
monthly income of P120,000 based on
current prices and currency value. This
will allow the family to own a medium-
sized home; at least one car, send their
children to college; relax with family and

| friends; take occasional trips around the

country; and have enough money for

| day-to-day needs and enough savings
- for unexpected expenses and retirement.

_Italso includes payment of income taxes.

o e e e sy
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v

LOWIER HALF
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By um:N S. CRUZ

~ The Filipino. and overnment

The Study shows tiat the Filipino
wants a “clean, ‘efficient and fair gov-
ernment..” In terms of this vision,
here are the most important aspects of
government that he or she wants to be
addressed: : ;

¢ Eradication of corruption;

* Fair enforcement of the law;

* Fast and easy processes;

* Order and safety in the community;

* Fast response towards problems
and complaints; . : i

college;.
e8e, perce .
treatment when ¢
im0 percent"

" have thei own homes
L a7 pe ent everyone has modern
lifestyle;. .
*10 percent say the country isa world

- leader in science:

Based ion these survey results, the
NEDA has framed the Vision of F1hp1nos
for Country as follows:

“The Phllipplnes shall be a country
~ where all. «citizens are free from hunger
and over’cy, have equal opportunities,

: enabled by a fair and ]ust soc1ety thatis

all 'F11_1p1no farmhes :

SERVICE
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governed with order and unity. A Nation |
- where families live togeth thriving in’
. vibrant, eultural y diverse and resilient
_communities”
- The Filipino believes that the role
- of government is to be an enabler for
economic growth, investment in people, -
d protection against instability. It is
so the responsibility of government to
i d'sj_tr_(ing&ﬂnstitutions tigiat will ensure
. fair and equal application of rules.
~ © .. Achieving the vision £
t " The NEDA proposes that the Filipino
- Vvision can be achieved by a respon-
sive, adaptive, resilient and inclusive
economy driven by productivity growth
to create more and better ‘quality jobs.
There are five areas that can make
Eroductiévit-y growth and resilience can
appen. Here are

i

some degails: ' f

\

Competitive lenterp‘ris_e_s ‘generat-

ing high! quality jobs can be achieved
through the following:
. ® Sufficient high quality infrastruc-
ture, which will make the cost of moving
people, goods and services competitive.
® Sound urban development that
takes advantage of scale and agglomera-
tion economies to make our cities more
competitive and livable. . .
* Adequate and inclusive financing
for smallland medium enterprises.
An agiga: and high quality workforce
can be achieved through the following:
* An education system that equips
citizens
occupy hi
whilééy

ith knowledge necessary to
h-productivity employment,
remaining adaptable to changing
needs of the economy. | .
' An etonomy that is highly capable-
of generating and using tecﬁnology and
innovatign. e =
* A warkforce that is resilient to‘in-
_come andiemployment shocks.

STRATEGIC COMMUN
Govt omd +he B

the five areas with

S e L

UPPER MALF

LOWER HALF
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1 ho peop fe. m\i

- A'healthy. society with social protec-
tion can be achieved by the following: ,

- ® Healthcare system characterized
by clear design, effective regulatior
and proper delineation of responsibiliZ ¢
ties between the local governments and 4 dima ik
national agencies. ' .| 7 The NEDA believe

_* Healthcare system where any pines can eradicate poverty
person, rich and poor, can walk into sooner and that the nation wi
a facility and receive attention from : : ;

Pl e ; ] income country, with a per ca: ;
high-quality medical services without of $11,000 (present value) by 2040. While
‘worrying about money. o this is good news, I believe that the na-

_*-Demand driven public health sys- 3,11 goal should be to attain the Filipino |
tem where patients are supﬁorted by.a reiorFor Self, Family and Cotintry within
universal health social health insurarice the next de¢ade and not wait unfil 2040.
with strong safeguards against corrup- & -

- tion. et e i

Email: elfrencruz@gmail. com
A citizen-centered, réspoﬁSiVe and ac- :
countable government can be achieved

by the foll
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vernment should tap

stop allowing more coal-
r plants in the country,
Legarda said Friday.

air of the Senate commit-

tee.on climate change, Legarda -

‘lauded the Aquing administra-

tion’s order for government agen-

cies to review the Philippines’

energy policy, which may see the -

country moving away from gener-
- ating electricity through coal.

" {”Our goal to reduce carbon

emissions will be impossible if we

will continue to allow the construc- -

tion and operation of additional

1 less wasteful sources of

coal-fired power plants, the ne

tion’s top source of greenhouse gas
emissions and the | prunary Cause of

global warming,” she said.

vironment and Natural Resources
granted at least 21 coal-fired power

plants an environmental compli-
‘ance certificate (ECC).
“The Philippines is contradicting

itself when it says it wants a strong

agreement in climate change yet is-

allowing the proliferation of new
coal power plants,” she said.
Legarda ‘cited a resolution by

the Climate Change Commission

UPPER MALE

™

LOWER HALF

VICE

Senator hits proli eratzon
~ of coal power plants

0. lead an urgent and comprehen—
‘sive” review of the government’s

energy pohcy w1thln the next six

_months.:
Legarda noted that in the past :
five years, the Department of En-

She expressed optlmrsm that
with the resolution, the gov-
ernment would have stricter
standards when issuing ECCs
for power plants, which should

_include measuring greenhouse

gas emissions and their impact
on health and the environment.
The Philippines is among the

‘countries that have felt the effects .

of climate change, among the”m:
extreme weather patterns. .~ -
~—Jose Rodel Clapano |
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ion, health and sanitation and in-
frastructure. Notably, North Luzon
Renewables has established a Man-
power Response program in Baran-

ABO UT 293 hectares wzthm the 6 25- hectare Awe are also collaborating'\./vith lo- n1ent op]}brtunities for ma.nyldcéls

- cal communities to generate more

site of Ayala’s wind farm in Pagudpud, Ilocos ' green jobs; Francia said.
Norte, will once more grow into lush protected ., In parnership with the Tlocos

'Norte provincial government, the. .gay-Caparispisan.
land. This is expected as AC Energy Holdings’ wind fam began producing and This taps the local knowledge

. planting various seedlings in 2014, w, its renewable and conven— and strength of town residents, who
wznd unlt NOTth Luzon Renewables’ enters  The ﬁrft‘lmajor goal of t%xe effort is éxgroonal energy portfoho andover the © now provide immediate support to
the thzrd ear Of its reforestatzon program i1 to produce 350,000 seedlings and - households who may be affected by

lant 205,000 within three years. the operation of the wind farm. In
B aranga Cap arlsp 13a1’1 thi 15 b4 ear . - The remaining seed]uzlgs will 2016, the company will also estab-
then be- distributed to-other local ish a community-based disaster
ited seaside towns in the country, governments and -nearby comm risk reduction management pro-
because of its natural beauty, so we  nities to support similar ee-plan _gram to address community needs
are well aware of our responsibility  ing efforts and the government’s . arising from: typhoons and other
to nourish and protect its forests, National Greening Program. Since ' natural disasters.
sustain its water resources, and pro-  the pre-construction, the wind ~+ - “The generation of clean energy,
tect its ecos ‘Vtems In the | process, farm has generated 1,900 employ- such as our wind farm investment
e . . s  total of 52 MW, bringing AC En-  in Pagudpud and our solar power
. ergy’s total wind energy capac:ty to- farm in Negros, naturally encour-'
33 MW, the second largest in the ages the growth of other comple-
mentary green programs, whether
they-are'in forest protection, farm-
and other forms of livelihood
iated with environmental pro-
tection,” said Francia.
to - continue, - where
possible, to build on our existing
re; ewable energy platforms in the

“Maintaining and protecting :
the lush flora o Pagudpud is highly
important to'-
president and ¢
Eric Francia.

Noxte, under Northwmd
Development Corp., to generat

.Tpauty of 18 MW in the first phase
; The second ‘phase will i

Aside from its reforestatxon pro- Holdi
_gram inPagudpud, the lcompany. - arm of the Ayala
is.implementing numerous .corpo-.- he. energy. sector. ‘The
§ rate social responsibility projects in .company is: building a - portfoho te
- Tlocos: Norte. also . in collaboration . of. power ggnetatlo ,assets using
with . the provmuaL govemment /

Fbe’ - These include programs in educa- -
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Solomon Islands taps :
23 Pinoys for special
- economic zones

By PIA LEE-BRAGO

Three Filipino experts have

been tapped by the govern-
ment of the SoJomon Islandsto
set up special economic zones
in that country.
. The experts were hired by
the Democratic Coalition. for
Change Government to help
finalize a bill on special eco-
nomic zones in preparation
for its discussion in the next
Parliament in July.

“The Solomon Islands prime
minister’s secretariat office
said Josefina Ela Bueno, Anto-
nio Rex Chan and Jesus Vicente

Magsaysay have signed a 10-

week contract of employment
with officials George Kosui,
secretary for the ministry of
commerce, industries, labor
and immigration, ‘and Henry
Kuma, secretary for finance
and treasury.,

- The ceremony was presided
over by John Muria of the at-
torney general’s chamber and
attended by Martin Husanau

of the national consultant on

commerce and tourism.
Kosui said their govern-
ment’s task force on special

economlc zones welcomes the

Flllpmo experts and is looking
forward to their role in the pas-
Sage of asignificant legislation.

Kosui, chair of the govern-
ment task force, said the estab-
lishment of the eco-zones is a
flagship policy of the Demo-
cratic Coalition for Change
Government. !

_ Chan said the team would

bring with them their vast
experience in special economic
zones legislation.

Chan, operator of one - of

~the largest freeport special

economic zones in the Philip-
pines, said he understands the
needs of foreign investors and

_knows how to structure invest-

ment requlrements in special
economic zone leglslatlon to
entice them.

Special economic zones in
the Phlhppmes are considered
economic drivers that are sig-
nificant in generatmg jobs.

Special economic zones

include the establishment of
heavy and light industries
and outsourcing of services for
exports, tourism and business
process outsourcing. '

The Solomon Islands offers ..

a different kind of product for
its eco-zone program. It lacks

skilled laborers due to its small

population, butis abundant in
land that can be consolidated
arid developed into a large-

scale agriculture, expansive

sea territory, forest products
and minerals. »

The Filipino experts are

likely to help forge a strong
synergy that canbe developed

‘by both countries.

The Philippines can. benefit

from the arrangement, being a:

major consumer of agncultural

products as well asin creating

overseas employmf‘
business opp ortunities
pmos based in'the island state

3 SERVICE
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Outgomg solgen tackles marltlme
row Wlth SuCCeSSOI. By JANVIC MATEO

- DAVAO CITY - Outgoing
Solicitor General Florin Hilbay

has met with his successor Jose

Calida and incoming foreign
affairs chief Perfecto Yasay Jr.

to discuss the maritime dis--

pute with China.

In an interview yesterday,
Calida said they had a meet-
ing with Hilbay as part of
transition talks between the
outgoing and incoming ad-
ministrations.

“We only discussed the
West Philippine Sea dispute
with China. There will be other
issues that will be discussed
(in the future),” he said. .

Calida expressed hope that
the Philippines would win in

_the arbitration case filed before

Northern Luzon Command
(AFP-Nolcom) will have in its
possession on Monday the
1734 Murillo Map showing
Panatag or Scarborough Shoal
off Zambales as an integral

part of the country’s maritime

domain.

The owner of the centuries-

old document, -businessman
Mel Velarde, has decided that
the 300-year-old map which he
acquired for P12 million in an
auction in Londen in 2014 be
donated to Nolcom.

“The document will be
handed over to Nolcom as
itsicaretaker by its owner Mr.
Velarde,” Nolcom spokesman
Maj. Gina Daet said.

the Permanent Court of Arbi-'
tration in The Hague.

“It’s réally a complicated
issue, but according to the

solicitor general now, around

70 to 80 percent, we will win
this case,” he said.

Asked what will be the move

of the Philippines should it win
the case, the incoming solicitor

general said, “We will cross the .

bridge when we get there.”
“We will make our moves
after we get the decision,”

Calida said.
President-elect Rodrigo

-Duterte earlier said he is open

to engaging in multilateral
talks with parties involved in
the dispute in the West Philip-
pine Sea and South ChinaSea.
The map was made by Jesu-
it priest Fr. Pedro Murillo and
shows that Panatag Shoal, also
known as Bajo de Masinloc, is
Philippine territory. ;
Nolcom is a key militdry
unit directly securing and pro-
tecting country’s maritime do-
main in the northern frontier,
including Panatag Shoal, over
which China has established
de facto control.
- Velarde will hand over the
map to Nolcom commander
Lt. Gen. Romeo Tanalgo in a

- turnover rites to be held at the

Nolcom headquarters in Tarlac

on Monday morning.
Key Nolcom officials will be
around to witness the historic

turnover of the valuable map,

In a recent interview, he
stressed that he would not sur-
render the country’s territory
to China, particularly Panatag
Shoal.

Chinese Ambassador Zhao
Jianhua has said he believes
the relationship between the
two countries will improve
under the administration of

Duterte.”We are looking for-:

ward to work with the incom-
ing president and his team to
explore the possibility of return-
ing to bilateral talks over the
disputes we have,” Zhao said.

1734 Murillo Map
Meanwhile, -the Armed

‘Forces of the Philippines-
which would further bolster '
- Nolcom's resolve of not giv-
. ing up Panatag Shoal to other

claimant countries.

The Velarde mapis among the
evidence that the Philippines has
submitted to The Hague-based
International Court of Arbitra-
tion where the Philippines has
filed a case against Chinain order
to legally and peacefully settle
the current maritime row in the
South China Sea and the West
Philippine sea.

The international court,

despite China’s non-partici-
pation and argument that the
court has no jurisdiction over

| the maritime case, is expected

to release its verdict very soon.
— With Jaime Laude
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ASUGBU s‘ Batan_gas—,To
eed to proteo&t “the world’s
center of the center of marine
shoreﬁsh biodiversity,” six Fil-
1p1no athletes raved

May 29 to complete a cové-to- |

swim along the Verde Is-
Passage bgtween Batan-
»‘Mmdor provmces

| SWIMMERS/ A5

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE .

Swimmers race to save
mcloest place under the sea

From bage Al

With only seconds to stop and
hydrate, the open-water long-dis-
‘tance swimmers took to the sea
during “Reef Strokes,” an event
organized in time for the com-
memoration of World Environ-
ment Day today, World Oceans’
'Day' on June 8 and Coral Triangle
Day on June 9,

The World Wide Fund for Na-
ture-Philippines (WWF) mounted

-the-event in cooperation with the
SEA VIP Institute and with the

support of Hamilo Coast Pico de
Loro Beach and Country Club, and

" Cebu Pacific Air.

The Verde Island Passage, im-
pressive for its wall-to-wall coral
reef, is home to 74 genera of hard
corals and 319 of the world’s ma-
rine species, according to Conser-
vation International.

“This. is the richest place on
earth. We are where the action is,”
said biodiversity scientist Dr. Wil-

fredo Licuanan. But he warned that

due to climate change and other
factors, “we can lose our corals in a
matter of weeks, not years.”

As open-water swimmers, “we
are natural stewards and ambas-
sadors of marine protection,” Bet-
sy Medalla said. -

It took her and the other athletes

about four hours to complete the
“dry land to dry land” marathon
that started 7 a.m. at the Dorado
Cove and ended at the Pico beach.
Four of them hit the 10-kilome-
ter mark: Medalla (10.65 kmin 3
hours 12 minutes), Julian Valen--
cia (10.6 km in 3 hours 13 min-
utes), Moi Tamoyam (10.2 km in-
4 hours 51 minutes), and Frank:
Lacson (10.5 km in 4 hours 15

minutes). Miguel Villanueva com- - !

pleted 9 km (4'hours 53 minutes).

Ingemar - Macarine, +39, - also
known as the “Pinoy Aquaman”
and still recovering fromean asth-
ma attack, swam 7.1 km i
3 hours 31 minutes. -

At one point, the' swimmers
were “practically not moving” due
to strong waves, Valencia said.
“Mentally, you want to give up (but

_you)-also want to see it through.”

“We were supposed to enter 14
coves, but the route had to be
shortened because of the strong
current,” Macarine said.

The records from the Verde Is-
land swim will be submitted to the
California-based World Open Wa-
ter Swimming Association, where,
accordmg to Macarine, so far only
six Filipinos, including himself
and Lacson, had records for com-.
pleting at least 10 km of marathon
swim. :

_president.
~ threatened = by plastic waste,
~ whichssmothers corals.

What should “have . been ' a
breathtakingly beautiful sight un-
derwater was marred by -trash.
The swimmeérs reported seeing
plastic bags and even a patr of
shoes.

“It was really drsheartemng to
see plastic floating around you
said Macarine, adding. that it was
among the dirtiest waters he had'
swam in.

“Coral reefs give' mllhons of
people food and livelihood,” said
Joel —Palma, - WWE- Phlhppmes
“However, they ‘are

“Climate
change  effects, such  as global
warming, - also lead ‘to coral
bleaching, turning ‘once produc-
“ tive reefs into graveyards coated
byalgae” ) ‘
Palma said the Ph111pp1nes used
to be among the top producers of
marine products, butits resources
are threatened by pollution and
unsustainable coastal tourismand,
industries. These . affect about
1.2 million Filipinos who directly
depend on fishing for thelr liveli--
hood. e
Climate change contr:tbutes to
the rapid degradation of coral
‘reefs, which actually take thou-
sands of years to grow just a few:
meters back, Ltcuanan satd.




