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Environmentalists caution on

‘token appointments

By Dona y 4 Pazzibugan

REACTING to presumptive President-elect
Rodrigo Duterte’s pronouncement offering

‘the environment portfolio to the commu-.
nists, environmental advocates said Duterte

must go beyond “token appointments.”
“While the offer is apparently being made
in pursuit of peace, the President-elect must
ensure that people with proven experience
and of high caliber and integrity are ap-
pointed to these critical posts,” said former
Greenpeace campaigner Von Hernandez.

“It would be tragic if environmental protec-

tion or social welfare were bartered for political
accommodation without due regard for com-
petence, proficiency or expertise,” he added.
“We expect President Duterte to appoint
a person of integrity and probity who will
serve as the country’s No. 1 champion for

o~

9

zero ‘waste, chemical safety and environ-
mental protection regardless of his ideolog-
ical or party affiliation,” said EcoWaste
Coalition president Sonia Mendoza.

Sanlakas secretary general Aaron Pe-

drosa said the offer appeared to be “an at-
tempt to show that Duterte is willing to

work with anyone.”

He stressed that “mere cosmetic ap-
proaches such as token appointrments in
government” will be superficial unless poli-
cies improve the lot of the people.

Clemente Bautista, national coordinator
of the militant Kalikasan People’s Network
for the Environment, said: “We are more

- than willing to help the Duterte administra-

tion in running these agencies... particular-
ly in ensuring the protection and rehabilita-
tion of our environment and wise utiliza-
tion of our natural resources.”

1

“But if Duterte wants our help to imple-
ment the same old pro-corporate and pro-for-
eign policies of the previous administrations
like the Philippine Mining Act, Epira and
Forestry Code, then no, thank you. We will
continue our fight in the streets,” he said.

Bautista said he had personally wit-
nessed Duterte support environmental ac-
tivists in their cause against large-scale
mining, toxic aerial spraying and land-
grabbing of ancestral lands.

However, he said Duterte has also support-
ed the Aboitiz-owned coal-fired power plant
project in Davao City and favored establishing
of vast tracts of agri-industrial plantations.

“There is already much anxiety and
doubt among environmentalists upon
learning who are closest in Duterte’s circle
of power,” he said, naming Tofn Alcantara,
Paul Dominguez and Carlos Dominguez.
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Davao City Mayor Rodrigo
Duterte said Monday he would

be willing to give four key Cabinet
posts to the Communist Party of
the Philippines if it decides to ]om
his government.

In a press briefing in Davao City, Duterte said
if the communists joined his administration, they
would be given control of the departments of
Agrarian Reform, Environment and Natural Re-
- sources, Labor and Employment and Social Wel
fare and Development.
“Labor is the one they are saying [is] the most
[ oppressed and some of them [communists] are the
" most vigilant... about labor, so they will get it. And

- DWSD. But those are the only departments I can
—_concede to them. That’s four—lts good already,
i:f“*"'DﬂteTte Sald

.~ On Sunday night, Duterte said he expected his
former university professor, Jose Maria Sison, the
founder of the CPP, to return from his exile in The
| Netherlands, to help end the longest-running com-
: munist insurgency in the region.

 “He is welcome. I am happy with the statement
that he is coming home,” Duterte said of Sison. "I
would very much want to talk to him about resolv-
ing the insurgency.’ - .

Sison, now 77, fled to Europe soon 1 after peace
talks with the administration of then President
Corazon Aquino failed in 1987.

The communists armed wing, the New Peo-
ple’s Army, is believed to have fewer than 4,000
soldiers, down from a peak of 26,000 in the
1980s, according to the military, but retains sup-
port among the deeply poor in rural areas.

Communists killed three soldiers in the
central Phlhppmes on Saturday, according to
the military, in the first outbreak of deadly
violence between the two sides since Duterte’s

election win. Next page




- communists demanded the release of
- scores of their jailed comrades whom
ithey described as “political prison-
‘ers, which the Aquino government
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- Duterte is due to be sworn into of-
fice on June 30. |
President Benigno Aquino III re-
vived peace talks soon after taking of-
fice in 2010 but shelved them in 2013,
accusing the rebels of insincerity.

The talks bogged down after the

rejected.
Duterte, who was Sison’s student at

‘a Manila university in the 1960s, said
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Duterte on Monday said govern-
ment positions are open to commu-
nists as long as they are quallﬁed for

the job. : _
In the same press bneﬁng Duterte

aldea will be his executive secretary and

* Medialdea, a Davao-based laWyer
~ who is part of Duterte’s five-man transi-
~tion committee, filed Dutertes last-min-

 Panelo, Duterte’s long-time conﬁ-" .'
dante and known ally of former Presi-
dent and now Pampanga Rep. Gloria |
Macapagal Arroyo, was the one who
faced the media defending him over
Senator Antonio Trillanes IV’s accu-
sation of Duterte’s alleged ill-gotten
wealth while Davao Mayor. '
Panelo, a criminal lawyer, was spot-
ted partying in Arroyo's birthday cel-
ebration in her La Vista home in Que-
zon City, where the former president
was seen without a neck brace.
" In the same press briefing, Duterte
said that he wanted to give the Defense

post to former Arroyo Defense chlef
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Duterte on Monday sald gmrern-
ment positions are open to commu-
nists as long as they are quahﬁed fdr
the job.

In the same press bneﬁng Duterte

announced that lawyers Salvador Medi-

aldea will be his executive secretary and

. :‘*Salvador Panelo as his press secretary.

Medialdea, a Davao-based lawyer

who is part of Dutertes five-man transr-'

" tion committee, filed Duterte’s last-min
L ute Certificate of Candidacy last year.

‘Panelo, Duterte’s long-time conﬁ

" dante and known ally of former Presi-

dent and now Pampanga Rep. Gloria -
Macapagal Arroyo, was the one who
faced the media defending him over
Senator Antonio Trillanes IV's accu-
sation of Dutertes alleged ill-gotten
wealth while Davao Mayor.

Panelo, a criminal lawyer, was spot-
ted partying in Arroyos birthday cel-
ebration in her La Vista home in Que-
zon City, where the former president

was seen without a neck brace.

" In the same press briefing, Duterte

' _sa1d that he wanted to give the Detense
post to former Arroyo Defense chief
Gilbert Teodoro, who is already in

~ Davao City for talks.

Duterte also said he wanted former Ag-
riculture secretary Carlos Dominguez to
]om his Cabinet as Finance secretary.

- “Sonny Dominguez has many mis-
givings [about] my offer. I hope he
_.would consider;” he said. .
" Duterte said he would also offer Foreign

- Affairs to his losing running mate, Senator
Alan Peter Cayetano, if he ‘chooses not to

serve out his term as senator.
“If he doesn’t want it, Perfecto Yasay

can take His place,” Duterte said, refer-
ring to the former chief of the Securl-
ties and Exchange Commission.

Duterte also announced that his San
‘Beda Law classmate Arthur Tugade -

would hold the Transportation and
Communications portfolio while Ly-

ceum of the Philippines University

Batangas and Laguna Campuses presi-

dent Peter P. Laurel will be the new

- Education secretary.
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The Palace on Monday said they have
yet to hear from Duterte’s transition team.

“We are prepared to meet and work with
then. We are awaltmg word on when they
would like to meet;” said Communications
Secretary Herminio Coloma Jr.

Aquinos transition committee met
on Friday to ensure the smoéth transi-
tion to the incoming administration. |

In its first meeting, the Presidential
Iransition Committee focused on en- :
suring that the transition reports of all
departments, agencies, bureaus, gov-
ernment-owned and -controlled cor-
porations and other instrumentalities
under the executive branch are sub-
mitted and consolidated by end-May:.
said Coloma. |

This will give the mcommg admin-

istration ample time to review these
reports before assuming office, Co-

loma added. With Rio N. Araja, Sandy
Araneta, AFP
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Resources (DENR), Depart- the 1960s.

for rebels |

" DAVAO CITY - Com-
munist chieftain Jose Ma.
Sison is welcome to return
to the country, and in-
coming president Rodrigo
Duterte is reserving Cabi-
net posts for members of
rebel groups.
| Duterte yesterday said

he is keeping the Depart-
ment of Agrarian Reform
(DAR), Department of En- |
vironment and Natural |

 Turn to Page 10
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mient of Labor and Employ-
" ment (DOLE), and even the
Department of Social Welfare

and Development open to the
Communist Party of the Phil-
ippines (CPP), Moro Islamic

Liberation Front and other

rebel groups.
“] have kept open DAR,

DENR, and DOLE (for them) -

because they said they are the
most oppressed. Those are the
only departments I can con-
cede to them, provided they

are qualified educationally,”
Duterte said at a press confer-

ence here. o

At the same time, Duterte
said Sison, founding chairman
of the CPP, will be welcome to
return home after nearly three
decades in exile and partici-
pate in peace talks.

Sison wrote in a Facebook
post last week that he hoped
to come home following the
landslide victory of Duterte,
with whom he has maintained
ties while living in the Neth-
erlands. S
- “I do not begrudge the
NPAs (New People’s Army) in

“looking for firearms. But when
I reach my oath-taking... they

must realize I am the govern-
ment and I am the enemy but
| offer my hand in peace and
we can talk,” he said. '

 Duterte on Sunday said Si-
son’s return to the Philippines
would be important in helping
to end the rebellion.

The insurgency is one of

Asia’s longest and has claimed
an estimated 30,000 lives since

into office on June 30.

“Yes, he is welcome. 1 am

‘happy with the statement that

he is coming home. I would
very much want to talk to him

about resolving the insurgency

problem,” Duterte told report-
ers in Davao where he has
served as mayor for most of
the past two decades.
“Sison, now 77, fled to Eu-
rope soon after peace talks
failed in 1987. ,

The communists’ armed
wing, the NPA, is believed to
have fewer than 4,000 soldiers,
down from a peak of 26,000
in the 1980s, according to the
military. - |

However, it retains support

among the deeply poor in th
; country. -

Last Saturday, conimunists

Jease their captured member

“1f 1 am satistied we at
dealing in good faith, I wi
consider releasing all politic
prisoners,” he said.

- CPP growth seen
- Meanwhile; the CPP e:
ecutive committee released

‘document yesterday claimir

to see the growth of con
munist insurgency under tl

~incoming administration
~ the rebels raised the possib

killed three soldiers in cen~

tral Luzon, according to the
military, in the first outbreak

of deadly violence between

the two sides since Duterte’s
election win. ‘

Duterte is due to be sworn

Incumbent President Aqui-

no revived peace talks soon
after taking office in 2010 but

shelved them in 2013, accus-

ing the rebels of insincerity in
efforts to achieve a political
settlement. o

The talks got bogged down
after the communists demand-

ed the release of scores of

their jailed comrades whom

they described as “political

prisoners,” which the Aquino

government rejected.

Duterte, who was Sison’s

ity of forging an’alliance wi

Duterte’s government “with

a framework of national uni

peace and development.”
The rebel document title

“Prospects under a Duter

presidency” dated May °
said Duterte’s mettle is abo
to be tested. |
“If Duterte fails or refus
to heed the people’s clam
he is bound to end up a me
historical anomaly and suff
the same fate as the Estra
regime,” the CPP docume
said, referring to qusted pre
dent Joseph Estrada.
“The Filipino people &
ever ready to intensify t

people’s war to advance t

revolution and mass strugg
to amplify their democra
demands,” the CPP said.

The document said the N
must continue to carry ¢
the tasks set forth by the C
central committee to intens
the people’s war by launchi
more frequent tactical offe

- sives and seizing more ar:

from the enemy. — Bdith I

- galado, Artemio Dumlao, A

:_'P
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Isabela farmers to benefit from agroforestry project

ARMERS in Isabela province now minimizes erosion. endangered Philippine crocodile—slither
F enjoy freshwater through the Abuan “This is a unique approach to refor- scuttle orsoaraboveitsvigorouslyvegetatec
Integrated Watershed Management estation—allowing the balanced inter- ridges. In turn, its forests provide water for
Project, through which five concrete cropping of trees, shrubs and crops to 35,570 hectares of ricefields and corn plot:
spring- box water systems were construct- create more productive, profitable and in the city of Ilagan in Isabela.
ed to distribute potable water to upland sustainable plots,” WWF-Philippines said “We are proud to be WWE-Philippines
farming communities. in a statement. partnerand wewill continue to support proj

The project, coimplemented by World Since 2009 WWF and its allies have ectsthat will offerabrighterlife to Filipino
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF-Philippines), helped 466 Isabela farmers plant 70,786 for generations to come,” Sun Life Founda
Sun Life Foundation and with financial fruit-bearing trees, which were chosen to tion Chairman of the Board Riza Mantar
support from the United States Agency for provide farmers economic incentives to ing said. For its part, USAID said it is work
International Development (USAID), is ex- nurture saplings to maturity. ing with local stakeholders to improve th
pectedtoprovideclean, drinkingwatereven ThemoveaimstoreforestIsabelasAbuan adaptability of watersheds, farmlands an
during El Nifio. Watershed—a once-verdant forest which other economicsectorsinthe Abuan Wate:

Aside from water spring boxes made of has since been converted to endless sprawls shed to climate-change threats.
concrete financed by USAID, 15,169 mango, of corn and rice. *  The Abuan Integrated Watershed Maz
citrus and cacao seedlings covering were Shielding the eastern face of Luzon agement Project pilots the Department «
distributed 69.45 hectares of once-barren for340kilometersand spanning 359,486 Science and Technology's smarter agricu
grassland since 2012, courtesy of Sun Life hectares, the Northern Sierra Madre ture program by enhancing the capacity
Foundation. Natural Park is both the Philippines’s farmers to adapt to climate change.

The agroforestry drive help increase longest mountain range and its largest To date, this USAID-supported granti
farmers’ income. According to WWE-Phil- protected area. creased the capacity of nearly 7,000 stak
ippines, -agroforestry increases the land Over150endemicanimalspecies—from holders to adapt to impacts of climate va
productivity, improve water charge and  the iconic Philippine eagle to the critically ability and change. Jonathan L. Mayuga

.................................................................................................................................................................
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b The Phlhppmes nch ocean is
two years, ?“ his seremty that you are ex- a favorite.among sea turtles, so
ability that you won 't be EII]OY-’ penencmg right now may bey your : much so that five out of their exist-
ing the surf; the beach or the last time to enjoy it. We'll prob-  ing seven species can be found in
fresh seafood we have here be- ably be very similar to Boracay, 50 the Philippines. Among them are
cause in a Couple of Years,ihere We' the Green Sea, Hawksbill, Leath-
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the ocean, She noted; “Techinieally;

2y "Tec ' have been coming here. They are that you are experiencing. But we
they are'one of the reasons why we attracted to the sand dunes, this  want this to be a shared respon-
have less jelly ﬁsh——-they oontrol - isa perfect place to be nested. " ""’srbrhty not just for the people to
_]ellyﬂsh populatlon - Bug, withthe burldup of tourists  who live here, but for of everyonef
To help her in her endeavor, why seen-taking out  who' eats seafood, who enjoys
i‘Antorno tapped ‘the help of the __-’-thet phones to tagke photos'and - the beach the wildlife; the water"ﬂ

_commumty other emnronment selfies with the mother turtles:.,._,;_,.ﬂ.. sports,” she concluded .
- conservation-groups like Project - about to lay therr eggs and is- To do so, the two' conser--
___.Currna (Coastal Underwater Re- | 'turbrng them, we also saw tracks vation groum together with
_.:.j_____._.sourc;e Management Acti ons)and . of mother turtles commg rn and ~-Save the Philippine Seas, World
-the local government among oth- lth en seampe rrng ba Wlde Fund for Nature ahd pro-.
--ocean,” T emnronment enterprise Human "

Natufe launched th"’e Save Our
Seas Coastival, .7 2

- . "\-I-r

“we have's

_..___eco tounsm movement >
For Proj ject Currna, one'_--'3""?’1'“*
‘unique featire of sea turtles is. -
_thEII‘ loyalty—-—-so to speakv---to_."3--.:_;-2-' wrbed by huniz
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BY JOSE D. PATAO, JR gnvironmental awareness especially on weyes, Gty of San Fernando, Pampanga:
climate change,” said Ramon Monzon Maybelle Pameroyan, Sta. Barbara,

FORTY-SIX of the country’s loveliest chairman and presn:ert of Carousel angasinan; Carlette Marjean Agapito, Sta.
environmentalists representing cities ang Productions which stages the Miss R0sa,-Nueva Ecija; Jovine Martin, Tuguegarao B
municipalities from all over the country as Philippines Earth and Miss Earth pageants. ity; Kamill Alyssa luinola, V|gar City,
well as Filipino communities overseas were —— “We are proud that Miss Earth, being 2 -(South Luzon) Princess Cemho Dast, _ :
presented to members of media in red, white  Philippine-based international pageant, is Camarines Norte: Krissandra Marie Abel, Lobo, o
and blue bikinis at the Diamond Hotel Manila  among the big-league pageants in the world”  Batangas: Kattline Joy Franes, Looc, Romblon: |
poolside yesterday (May 16) all hoping to Carousel's executive vice president Lorraine  Rachelle Quifionez, Lubang, Occidental
succeeding Angelia Gabrena Ong, the third Schuck added. “That makes the competition ~ Mindoro; Andrea Delgado, Naga City; Kisszel
Filipina to win the Miss Earth crown, and as relevant as ever in addressing global Malazarte, Pililla, Rizal; Imelda Schweighart
promising to combat climate change environmental issues.” Puerto Princesa City; Karen Claudene Barot -

Ong won as Miss Earth 2015 in Vienna, The media voted for Liza Cancho of San Jose City, Occidental Mindoro; Athena Mari
Austria last December 5, 2015 and recently Anda, Pangasinan, who got a gold medal as  Jamaica Catriz, City of San Pedro; Riji Anne
completed her Climate Reality Leadership “Darling of the Press.” The silver medal went  Mae Canog, City of Sta. Rosa:

Corps training under former United States to Imelda Schweighart of Puerto Princesa City INCR) Joanna Rose Tolledo, Caloocan ity
vice president Al Gore, founder and chairman  while the bronze went to Kiaragiel Gregorio  Jennifer Mangaring, Las Piias City: Kimberly
ot the Climate Reality Project. | have high representing the Filipino community of Garcia, Makati City: Aprilh Angeligue Arciaga,
hopes that my successor will be as dedicated | ondon UK Muntinlupa City; Justine Blaire Galang

and hard-working as all former titlists in The 46 contestants are: (North Luzon) ~ Parafiaque City; Jessica Jane Morales, Pasig
using the oRs: Re-think, Reduce, Re-use, Eva Eunice Reinoso, Alaminos City: Liza City; Jan Louise Abejero, Quezon Gity:
Recycle, Respect,” Ong Said Cacho, Anda, Pangasinan; Chissan Rae (Visayas) Vallerie Joy Jereza, Bacolod

"Miss Earth’s presence in the Climate Balderas, Infanta, Pangasinan: Loren Mar City; Maria Fatima Al-sowyed, Dumaguete
Reality keadership Corps training signifies Artajos, Laoag City; Anna Mae Cagurangan, City; Hannah Vargas, llotto City; Elyz Santos,
more than ever that the advocacy-driven Piat, Cagayan; Shannon Rebecca Bridgman, ~ Laoang, Northern Samar; Jessica Madeline
pageant Is an efrective platform to create Rosales, Pangasinan: Korina Christiene Zevenbergen, Murcia, Negros Occidental.

Nina Sherra Tagalog, Palo, Leyte; Angelyn Tan, Zamboanga City; | by major presenter Hana Shampoo.
Presidente, Pototan, Hoilo; Genina Abrau, San (\nternatlonal) Kiargiel Gregorio, London, Preliminary competitions in swimsuit,
Miguel Bohol. UK; and Melanie Mader, Vienna, Austria gown, cocktall wear, resort wear, cultural
(Mmdanao) Charinna Barro, Cagayan de The delegates from Puerto Princesz City, . costumes and eco campaigns will be helc
Oro City; Grapes Pacara, Digos City; Aicha Laoag City; London, UK; Dumaguete City; City ieading to the grand coronation night on June

Francisco, Isabela City; N‘aelyn Joy Unson, 0t San Fernando, Pampanga; Laoang, Northern 11 at the Aguinaldo Shrine in Kawit, Cavite

Jasaan, Misamis Oriental; Jezza Mae Lim, ~ Samar; Rosales, Pangasinan: Murcia Negros (to be aired on ABS-CBN at 10:30 a.m. the
- leneral Santos City; Rhea Doll Gonzalo, Jolo, ~ Occiidental; Piat Cagayar and Vienna, Austria ~ following day June 12, the 118th Philippine
| Sulu; Kristel Suizo, Pagadian City; Bellatrix were also picked as “10 Beauties of Nature” ~  Independence Day

*’———-
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BY MARY GRACE C. PADIN ¥ o_enren

EN. Loren B. Legarda called on
the International Rice Research

Institute (IRRI) to forge partner-

ships with the government to build
and replicate climate-smart villages in

the Philippines.

Legarda, who chairs the Senate
Committees on Finance, Climate
Change and Cultural Communities,
said there is a need to create resil-
ient communities, build rice-seed
nurseries and improve the capacity
of farmers to cope with the effects
of climate change.

The lawmaker made the pro-
nouncement following the unrest
among farmers in drought-stricken
areas in North Cotabato more than
a month ago.

“I want to have, if not the whole

country, some prototypesof climate-
smart villages, replicating what
you'vedonein Cambodia, Laos, Viet-
nam and other countries,” Legarda
told IRRIL.

According to IRRI, a climate-
smart village is a community-based
approach to minimize the impact of
climate change through interven-
tions that fit the local context and
engagement with stakeholders.

[RRI said the vision for creating

such communitiesis tomainstream
climate-smart interventions into

‘ [RRIs tech-
nologies are

there for the tak-
Ing, since we are
an international
organization with
a purely public
purpose.’

—JOLENTINO
B

village-development planswith the
use of localknowledge throughlocal
institutions. Its goal is to address
three challenges in agriculture,_
namely, improving food produc-
tion, adapting to climate change
and contributing to mitigating
greenhouse-gas emissions.

“Why not implement this in the
Philippines? We'll find the funding,”
Legarda told IRRI officials.

“Let’s go local, I mean grass§
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roots. Not just regional, but let’s get
down to the barangay level. Let’s
do it together with the Department
of Agriculture (DA) and the local
governments where we should best
implement these climate-smartmea-
sures, she added.

- Legarda discussed the climate-
smart village concept with Dr.
Jackie Hughes, IRRI deputy direc-
tor general for research; Dr. Bruce
Tolentino, deputy director general
for communication and partner-
ships; Dr. Reiner Wassmann, IRRI’s
climate-change expert; and Drs.

~CasianaVeraCruzand Digna Man-

zanilla, leaders of the Heirloom

Rice Project.

Considering that EINifiocand La
Nifiaare “nothingnew,” the senator

~also said the government should

have been using the technologies
developedbyIRRI, suchasdrought-
and flood-tolerant rice varieties,
water-saving technologies and
climate-smart mobile applications.

Moreover, Legarda asked for the

assistanceof IRRIincraftingawater-

use efficiency bill.

“Infact,mydreamistohaveallthe
water agencies, which are all over in
differentagencies,underoneagency.
[fwe canhave awater-efficiencybill,
which is so important, IRRI could
help me draft that,” Legarda said.

Tolentino assured the senator

IRRI will come up with a proposal

that will integrate all possible ar-
eas of collaboration between the
research institute and govern-
ment agencies.

"IRRI’s technologies are there for
the taking, since we are an interna-
tional organization with a puﬁrely
public purpose,” he said.

“Wehave someactivitiesgoingon
right nowthatrelate towater-saving
workwiththe DAunderthe country’s
Food Staples Sufficiency Program.
But it’s really, really small and we
need to expand it,” Tolentino added.

Legarda also commended IRRI’s
partnership with the DA in iden-
titying, preserving and propagat-
ing traditional rice varieties in the
Philippines, particularly in the Cor-
dillera region, under the Heirloom

Rice Project.
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Miss Earth 2016 candidates hold up environmental slogans during a media presentation at the Diamond Hotel in Manila yes-
terday. A total of 48 environmentally aware and concerned women will compete to represent the Philippines at the Miss Earth
beauty pageant. ' o - _ . - | - EDD GUMBAN
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BY J KAHLIL BOHOL PANOPIO
HARIBON FOUNDATION -

AS we recently celebrated all the moth-
ers last May 8, we realized their impor-
tance in every family. In lieu of this,
we at Haribon Foundation share five
similar traits that make the Philippine
Eagle the best mother too—just like
yours and mine.

1. They wait for the tamang panahon

(right time). _

“Betore a female Haring Ibon starts
her journey to motherhood, they
enjoy being single for half a decade.
They reach sexual maturity at around
five years, two years earlier than males
which mature at seven.

2. Ligawan (Courtship) stage 1s man- |

datory every breeding cycle. |
Haring Ibon pairs exhibit courtship
displays at the start of every breeding
cycle. Courtship entails mutual soar-
ing flight over their nesting territory,
~dive chases where the female dives _
diagonally with the male following in
Ppursuit, and mutual talon presenta-
tion where the male spreads its talons
to the females back and the female
flips over to reciprocate,
3.-They prepare for motherhood.
Female Haring Ibons are larger than
their mate. This characteristic is shared
among raptors (a group of birds that
feed on other animals) or birds of prey
and other animals including fishes.
This trait is not shared by most birds
where males are often larger. There are

several hypothesis that try to explain

this characteristic. One of them suggests

that the reason why females need to be

 larger is because they need to accumu-

late fat reserves in order to produce
their eggs. Another possible reason why
they need to store reserves is because

- they do not hunt as much food as they '

normally do while they are incubating .
eggs and brooding young,
4. They are monogamous. =~
A pair of Haring Ibon bonds for life.

They will only look for another partner

if their current mate dies. So there is
indeed forever when it comes to these
magnificent birds!
5. They invest time and effort to
ensure their child’s future. '
Females spend much more time

JIncubating the egg than their mates.
Incubating the egg is a shared responsi-
bility but is mostly done by the ternales.

Males spend less than a third of the

time that is needed to incubate the egg.

After the egg hatches, females are chiefly
responsible for feeding the chick for the

~ first three weeks of its life.

Taking care of the offspring is
shared responsibility by both parents
until the young becomes indepen-

- dent. The parents provide their young

provisions until they can hunt on

“their own. They also protect the young

tfrom crows and hornbills until the
offspring can defend itself.

Clearly, a mother Haring Ibon is
an awesome nanay when it comes to
nurturing its offspring, Sadly, their

- please email: wildlife@haribon.org ph, :
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population is fast declining because of
rapid deterioration of the Philippine’s
remaining forests. A pair of Haring Ibon’
parents need 7,000 to 13,000 hectares
of forest to call their territory to feed

and rear a chick successfully. The need
for such an expanse means that the spe-
cies is particularly vulnerable to defores-

 tation which is continuing at an alarm- -

ing rate in the country. It takes two years
for a pair of Haring Ibon to complete its
breeding cycle which makes its inherent:
breeding characteristics unfavourable to
its precarious survival.
We salute the resilience of Har-
ing Ibon especially the Haring Ibon
nanays who diligently perform their
‘role as mothers and continue to do
‘whatever it takes to survive for their
offspring’s future.
T T __
Haribon Foundation currently imple-
ments the Philippine Eagle Project in
M. Mingan which is made possible
with finding and support from Bird-
life International, Toyota Foundation, _
Evolutionarily Distinct and Globally
Endangered (EDGE) fellowships of the
Zoological Society of London (ZSL) - -
Edge, Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Interna-.
tionale Zusammenarbeit Protected Areg-
Management Enhancement (GIZ-PA- -
ME), Department of Environment and - . 3
Natural Resources (DENR) and the local
government units of Gabaldon, Din- :
galan and San Luis. For more informa-
tion about Philjppine Eagles in Luzon,
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CONSUMERLINE hile the new Presi-

dent is hell-bent on
flushing eut crimi-
¥ nality.andcorrup-
tion, there’s another tliteat he

LT vy iron fist: the prevalence of lead
poisoning among children.

‘Organization statistics, the prev-
I ll alence of lead poisoning among

ll children living in a rural area
| covers about one-third of the

NG _ Philippines. Investigators have

- By CHI

ALANO found children’s elevated blood

- ) lead levels to be “associated
with proximity to lead acid battery recycling or
repair activities, consumption of certain foods, and
playground soil.” _ -
WHO stresses the fact that “young children are
particularly vulnerable to the toxic effects of lead and
can suffer profound and permanent adverse health
effects, particularly affecting the development of the
brain and nervous system.” -
WHO further nbtes, “ Lead affects children’s brain
development, resulting in reduced intelligence quo-
tient (IQ), behaviougal changes such as shortening

" and reduiced educational attainment.”

~ Before the May 9 polls, the use of paints with no
| added’lead, a brain-harnting chemical, in schools
got the thumbs-up from doctors, bishops, educa-
tors, trade unionists, environmentalists and “green-
' minded” candidates. .

Over 100 groups and individuals from different
backgrounds signed the “Solidarity Statement to-
wards a Lead-Safe School Environment for Bright
and Healthy Children.” . o

The EcoWaste Coalition recently wrote to Depart-
ment of Education (DepEd) Secretary Armin Luistro
urging him to issue a directive that would make it
mandatory for schools to use lead-safe paints to
minimize, if not eliminate, sources of lead pollution
in the school environment. |

The statement said: “We join the EcoWaste Coali- |

tion, a non-profit environmental group, in calling on
the DepEd to declare the entire educational system
as a lead-free zone by adopting a lead-safe paint
procurement' policy and by carefully addressing
lead paint hazards.” L

It added, “Childhood lead exposure, mainly
through the ingestion and inhalation of lead-contain-
ing paint, dust and soil — which are major sources

According to World Health

of attenfion span andf_ﬁi:reased antisocial behaviour,

"

of lead exposure among children — can and must
be prevented to protect our children’s brains, their
health and future.” -

Aileen Lucero, EcoWaste Coalition coordinator,
declares, “With broad support from a cross section
of the society, we are certain that Sec. Luistro will

swiftly take action before students and teachers
return to class to ensure only lead-free paints are

used to decorate schools.”

Lucero adds, “The adoption of a lead-safe school
policy will have enduring health benefits for the
students and also for the teachers and non-academic
personnel.” She notes that lead exposure in adults

' can cause, among many lead-induced health effects,
~abnormal sperm, reduced sperm count, miscarriages
and stillbirths. f

Among the “green-minded” politicians who
signed the statement, were presidential candidate
Grace Poe and her running mate Chiz Escudero, as
well as senatorial candidates Neri Colmenares, Risa
Hontiveros, and Juan Miguel Zubiri.

The health professionals who strongly backed
the push for lead-safe schools included Dr. Ulysses
Dorotheo of the Philippine Medical Association-

‘Committee on Environmental Health and Ecology,

Dr. Milagros Bautista of the Philippine Pediatric

Society, Dr. Eva Irene Yu-Maglonzo of the Philip-

pine Academy of Family Physicians, Dr. Victoria
Bael of the Child Neurology Society Philippines,
Dr. Lynn Crisanta Panganiban of the Philippine
Society of Clinical and Occupational Toxicology,
Dr. Luis Gatmaitan of the National Children’s

- -

Television Network, Dr. Jaime Galvez Tan, former
Secretary of the Department of Health, and Dr.
Sudette Lazo, former director of the Food and
Drugs Administration.

Bishops from different denominations reinforced
the move with their strong voices. These included
Archbishops Socrates Villegas, Antonio Ledesma
and Ramon Arguelles and Bishops Pablo Virgilio
David and Broderick Pabillo of the Roman Catho-
lic Church, Bishop Frederick Luis Belmante of the
Anglican Church in the Philippines (Traditional),
Obispo Maximo Ephraim Fajutagana of the Iglesia
Filipina Independiente, Bishep Noel Pantoja of the
Philippine Council of Evangelical Churches, and
Bishop. Arturo Asi of the United Church of Christ

in the Philippines.
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Also signing the statement were the Catholic
Educational Association of the Philippines, Davao
Association of Catholic Schools, Environmental
Resource Management Center of De La Salle Uni-
versity-Dasmarifias, one of the “greenest” schools in
Asia, and Miriam Environmental Studies Institute.
They said, “While lead exposure is also harmful to
adults, particularly to women of child-bearing age
and workers, human foetuses and children are most
susceptible to the health effects of lead exposure,
whicl}ﬁ) can be permanent and can have lifelong
impact.”

On a bright note, lead-containing architectural,
decorative and household paints will be phased
out by January 1, 2017 as required by Department
of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)
Administrative Order 2013-24. The phase-out of
lead-containing industrial paints will take effect on
January 1, 2020.

Let’s listen to some of these anti-lead leaders-
advocates:

e Catholic Educational Association of the Philip-
pines, Inc. (CEAP), Br. Jun. Erguiza, FSC, president:
“CEAP is aware that lead is detrimental to the human
body, particularly for young children whose brains
and nervous systems are still in the formattve stage.
Recognizing that lead exposure even in low doses
poses hazards to children’s health and development,
CEAP expresses its solidarity with the laudable
advocacy of the EcoWaste Coalition to prevent the
use of lead-containing paints in school facilities and
amenities across the country. CEAP is one with the
EcoWaste and other stakeholders in promoting a
lead-safe school environment for all children. ”

e Davao Association of Catholic Schools, Inc.
(DACS), an association of 65 Catholic schools, col-
leges, and universities in the Davao Region; Fr. Joel
E. Tabora, S}, president: “As the Philippine govern-
ment has scheduled the phase-out of leaded architec-
tural, household and decorative paints by January
1, 2017 and leaded industrial paints by January 1,
2020 as per DENR A.O. 2013-24 (aka Chemical Con-
trol Order for Lead and Lead Compounds), DACS
also enjoins all its member institutions to support
this advocacy, scrutinize the content of paints and
other materials purchased for school buildings and
facilities and to help ensure the health safety of all
young children who may be severely harmed by the
“ffects of too much exposure to lead found in these
products.”

e Child Neurology Society, Philippines, Inc.
(CNSP), Dr. Victoria G. Bael, president: “l am
very much pleased to learn of your advocacy
against lead exposure especially among children.
It is already well established that lead exposure
can affect a child’s neurological health, specifically
their behavior, sleep, and memory. Moreover, 1t
also causes headaches, peripheral nerve disease,
and developmental regression. The CNSP 1s a so-
ciety that champions the neurological health of all
Filipino children and we strongly supﬂort the ban-
ning of lead-containing products that children often
use such as in toys, paints, and other art supplies.
In behalf of all cﬁild neurologists in the country, I
support your advocacy and further support future
collaboration on projects that will provide a safer,
lead-free environment for our children.”

Will Tatay Diggy take the lead in this “anti-lead

in schools” campaign?

e —————————————————————————————



Blnay camp hlts

hasty gov't spending

THE camp of Vice President Jejo-
mar Binay has decried the rushed
spending of the Aquino govern-
ment, saying it leaves the new
administration little room for its
priority programs.

“The Aquino administration’s
mad rush to spend during the elec-
tion season has left the incoming
administration of President-elect
Rodrigo Duterte little room to
work on during its first year,”
Binay's spokesman Rico Quicho
said on Monday.

“After years of underspending,
the administration decided to go
on a spending binge obviously to
swing voters to favor its chosen
one but to no avail. Such reckless-
ness will have as its casualty the
priorities of the incoming admin-
istration,” he added.
~ The Department of Budget and
Management (DBM) has released P2.5
trilion or almost 84 percent of the P3
trillion national budget for 2016.

“We reiterate our call for our

people to set aside political dif-

ferences and support the new
administration as it navigates its

first year with only 16 percent of

the budget,” Quicho said.

Binay's camp previously con-
demned the Aquino administra-
tion’s anemic spending, especially
for programs and projects to miti-
gate the impact of El Nifio.

‘In the 2016 national budget, P1
billion has been allotted for subsi-
dies, alternative livelihood projects,
irrigation and other assistance proj-
ects for farmers aftected by drought.

Budget Secretary Florencio
Abad, however, refused to release
in March the P900 million to the
Department of Agriculture (DA)
for projects intended to mitigate

the effects of El Nifo.
Quicho said government’s with-

“holding of the fund led to a bloody

and tragic outcome, with two
people killed and more than 30
farmers injured during a protest
rally in Kidapawan City in April.

He slammed DA Secretary Pro-
ceso Alcala's claim that the agency
provided seedlings for farmers.

*Our farmers have been starving
since December last year. How Sec-
retary Alcala could expect them to
plant the seedlings when they are
already dying of hunger is beyond
me,” Quicho said.

“This just shows the administra-
tion's utter disconnect with what's
happening on the ground,” he added.

Quicho cited earlier the failure of
the administration to release funds
allotted for important infrastructure
projects and basic services.

He noted the Aquino admin-
istration did not push through

with approved programs for 2014

by not releasing fund allocations
totaling P303 billion.

The unreleased appropriations
affected projects of major depart-
ments: Department of Education
(P2.2 billion); Department of
Public Works and Highways
(P26.3 billion); Department
of Agriculture (P2.6 billion);
Department of Agrarian Reform

{7 (P5.8 billion); and Department

of Environment and Natural

Resources (I’1.9 billion).
¢

“Quicho said the underspendl
adversely affected economic growth.

He also noted that even Abad
admitted in a congressional hearing
on the 2016 national budget that the
backlogin the disbursement of funds
and the underspending or non-release
of funds affected economic growth.
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DAVAO CITY - Incommg

' president Rodrigo Duterte has
one thing to ask US Ambassa-

dor Philip Goldberg when the
latter pays him a courtesy call
this week.

“1 would only ask the US
ambassador are you with
us?’” Duterte said. '

The US ambassador, Duterte
said, signified his intention to
see him personally when his
election victory became im-
minent. |

- The meeting between -
Duterte and Goldberg would

- R

........

‘mark the first time that the
outgoing Davao City mayor
would formally receive an

American government official.

The US government drew
the ire of Duterte after a Brit-
ish-American national facing
charges for exploding dyna-
mite inside his hotel room in

2002 was brought out of the
country by US authorities.

Duterte is also against the
“conduct of the joint Philippine-

US Balikatan exercises.

Theincoming president also
said he would like to get an

--------

T . ' i
''''''''''''
....

h - NN

A L
- 1
LARELAN

.........
webe,

- ISSN 190& 118

M’!‘!ﬁ"’ﬂ!

~*Now fhe
Na. 1 Daoily
Business

In "'F: Ly T P
£, M
Py,
the Philippines "<t

PPRER YALF

LOWER RALF

Duterte to US Are you with us‘>

By EDITH REGALADO and ALEXIS ROMERO

official report on how China
seized Panatag (Scarborough)
Shoal, noting that the takeover
is depriving Filipino fishermen
of livelihood.

“I would like to know from
anyone in the previous admin-

istration why and how we lost

control of Scarborough Shoal,”
Duterte told reporters. “It means
the loss of livelihood and secu-

rity of the Filipino people.”

Panatag Shoal is 124 naulti-
cal miles from mainland Zam-
bales, or well within the Philip-

pmes’ 200-nautical mile ex
sive economic zone (EEZ)

Chinese ships started
cupying the shoal on Apri
2012 after theyprevented
Philippine Navy from ar:
ing Chinese poachers who
harvested endangered ma
species and corals.

Chinese boats accompal
by larger vessels have s
barred Filipino fishermen f

- entering the area.

The Ph1hppmes, one of
weakest in the reglon in te

-

to an international tribunal for -
help in reaffirming its entitle-
ments in the West Philippine
Sea and in stopping China’s.
seizure of areas within the

_--'break Duterte yesterday be-

of military mi ght, filed a diplo-
matic protest against the occu-
pation but China maintained it

~has “indisputable soverelgnty”

over the area.
- The Philippines has turned

Philippines’ EEZ.
Envoys visit
After taking a week- -long

gan receiving well-wishers
and supporters at the Matina
Enclave Residences here.

His visitors included Chi-
nese Ambassador Zhao Jian-
hua, Israel Ambassador Effie
Ben Matityau and Japan’s Am-
bassador Kazuhide Ishikawa.

Duterte said he does not

- intend to travel outside Davao

City until he is sworn in as
president on June 30.

Zhao said he was looking
forward to good bilateral rela-
tions in a Duterte administra-
tion.
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‘Duterte may face 1mpeachment over Scarborough claim’

By MARVIN SY

Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV
yesterday warned incoming
president Rodrigo Duterte that
he could face impeachment if
he continues to claim that the
Philippines has lost Panatag

(Scarborough) Shoal to China.

- Speaking at a press confer-

‘ence held at his office, Trillanes
said the people around Duterte
should advise him about the
country’s maritime claims,
from the Spratly Islands in the
West Philippine Sea to Panatag
Shoal.

Trillanes said Duterte could
at this time be pardoned for is-
suing those statements because

he has not yet assumed the

‘presidency. |
‘However, he said that re-
peating the same statement

after he assumes office on June
30 could make him liable for an
impeachable offense.

In his previous interviews,
Duterte said it was unaccept-
able that the Philippines lost
control over Panatag Shoal,
which he blamed on Trillanes.

Duterte cited the backchan-
nel talks with China initiated
by Trillanes in 2012, which he

said resulted in the Philippines

losing the shoal.
‘The camp of Duterte has

filed treason charges against

President Aquino and Trillanes
in relation to this issue.
Trillanes said that Duterte
was either misinformed or
giving a preview of a plan to

rounding areas.

the alleged loss of the shoal
to China. '

“I will not allow it to hap-

pen because we have it on

record that before he assumed
office, we still had Scarbor-

-ough. There is no reclamation

going there,” Trillanes said.
Citing the statements made
by the country’s security of-
ficials in two separate hear-
ings conducted by the Senate

committee on national defense
and security, which he heads,

Irillanes said that Panatag
Shoal remains with the Phil-
ippines. in spite of China’s
aggressive moves to claim the
disputed waters in the West
Philippine Sea as well as sur-

"

Once Duterte becomes pres-—
ident, Trillanes said that such
statements would lead to dan-
gerous consequences for the
Philippines because he would
no longer be speaking as an

~ordinary citizen or mayor of

Davao City.

“His statement is very dan-
gerous because it will weaken
our claim. What is important
here is we stand firm that we
have a claim there. Physically
we have not lost it, the records
will bear me out. Senior defense
officials have been placed on re-
cord declaring that we have not
lost Scarborough. Do not take it
from me, do not take my word
for it but take the word of all
security officials of the c.ountry "
Irillanes sald

blame him and Aquino for



