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TACLOBAN CITY, Leyte — The De-
partment of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) Eastern Visayas
regional office based in this city is ap-
pealing for sustained public support
for the National GGreening Program
(NGP).

DENR Eastern Visayas regional

planted with trees was surpassed. He
said that a total of 16,052 hectares land
were covered by the NGP. which sur-
passed the target of 14,153 hectares.
Sibbaluca said that to sustain and
improve on the gains of 2015, his office
has tapped 147 Letter of Agreement
(LLOA) holders composed of people’s

Sustain support for nat’l

greening program — DENR

director Leonardo Sibbaluca issued
the appeal since the agency is aiming
to reforest another 15,686.5 hectares
with over 17.5 million seedlings of vari-
Ous species.

- Sibbaluca pointed out that with over-
whelming public support, last year’s
goal In terms of number of hectares

organizations (POs) and barangay lo-
cal government units (BLGUs) for the
reforestation activities which included
nursery establishment, seedling pro-
duction, site preparation, tree-planting
activities, and plantation maintenance
such as brushing, ring weeding, and
fertilization. (Restituto A. Cayubit)
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¢ Hot logs seized

TACLOBAN CITY, Leyte ~ The
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
Eastern Visayas regional office
based in this city seized illegally
cut lumber worth 240,000
recently. DENR Eastern Visayas
- regional Director Leonardo
Sibbaluca said the newly - cut
{umber with anestimated volume
of 6,000 board feet loaded in
two trucks were intercepted
~ over the weekend near the San
~ Juanico Bridge en routetoa’
hardware in this city. Sibbaluca
said that the illegally cut lumber
came from Basey and Marabut,
Samar, considered as illegal
logging hotspots in the region.
“The confiscation of the iliegally
cut lumber is the result of the
relentiess campaign of our office
to stop the illegal cutting of trees
in the two municipalities,” he
said. (Restituto A. Cayubit)
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Deluge of coal plants
27 approved

Protesters ask next leader to cancel OK
of new polluting power sources

By Marrah Erika Rabe icar G
I Nquirer Southern Luzo:n A Maricar Cm.co

Sp,om Center in what was

licationc. _ ! 1on of all 27 ap- dubbad one of the biggest ini-
gdlu 2 ri;l;; to ll?iuéld coal-fired power plants in tlfe tﬁigm.against dirty fuels in the
oun ould be : - chuntry. < .
Hest Phﬂippine Prethsifi first ordgr of the day for_ the T ‘j"z];nticoal rally also kicked
lglous L ent, envir onmental and re- off the “Break Free from Fossil
4 groups said. @ ' _ Fuels 2016,” a global wave of
On Wednesday, . at  Jegq . climate action that runs until
10,000 members " of *_envirorf- . . - May14.

+‘Itdoes not look very urgent

mental groups, civil society or. .- Itdoes notlo
| - but ‘once you put up a coal-

o _ d re . SR ,
o the Catholc Chuney g red power plans, you mis an
would win me?v[ 19 Whoever etgy? ‘said Naderev “Yeba”
tl'al election, as thgj}; ggalz;ilecze?- Sﬁné, ?'j':fG.'i"eeﬁpéa'ce Southeast
this  capital of Batan arsl Asia executive director and
- province td launch he “Pigﬁas former commissioner of the
Batangas! Pig]as Pilipinas!” Philippine government’s Cli-

Those who attended the
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mate Change Commission.

Sano said 27 coal plant appli-
cations had been approved by
the administration of President
Aquino.

Letting these apphcatxons
pass unchallenged, he said,
would “run contrary to the
- Philippines’ commitment to cli-
mate policies.”

“Otherwise, we're just fool-
ing each other,” Sano said.

- The Philippines submitted a
target of 70 percent reduction
in carbon emissions by 2030 to
the 21st Conference of Parties

(COP21) in Paris. Countries at

the COP21 struck a deal to keep
the earth’s average temperature
increase below 2 degrees Cel-
sius. |

Sano said Batangas commu-
nities were threatened by the
planned construction of a
_ 600-megawatt coal-fired power
plant in Barangay Pinamucan
Ibaba here, the biggest in the
country so far.

The plant is a project of JG

Summit Holdings Inc. of the

Gokongwei Group that also
owns and operates a naphtha
cracker plant here.

" tivISt

Two other existing coal pro-

jects were the 32-year-old coal

plant in Calaca town owned
and operated by DMCI Power
Corp. and a coal storage facility
in Ibaan town, said climate ac-
Chuck Baclagon of
350.0rg.

“These two plants (300 MW
each) affect our health and
threaten to pollute the seas,”
said Reymond Mendoza, 27, a

resident of a fishing community

here.
Another youth leader, John

Réy Balasan of Youth for Cli-

mate Justice, said he was con-
- vinced that coal projects would

have adverse effects on the
city’s fishing industry.

Some candidates in Batangas
were seen at the rally.

Lipa Archbishop Ramon Ar-
guelles appealed to voters to
choose leaders who were “pro-
environment, pro-family and
pro-life.” '
- “Letus tell the poor that good
leaders are not only against
corruption but should al-

DAILY

so work -_for the well-being of
Batangas,” said Arguelles.
Sano, however, said the coali-

~ tion was not endorsing any can-

didate.

Baclagon said coal remained
to be the “biggest contributor”
to greenhouse gases. '

“We only demand two things:
One is to set a moratorium on
new applications for coal plants
and two, to start phasmg them
out and begin a Just transition
from fossil to renewable ener-
gy,” he said.

PROTESTERS march on the streets of Batangas Clty to draw attention to the continuing climate threat

that coal power plants pose and ask the country’s next leader to adhere to a green agenda. ¢

CONTRIBUTED n-IOTO
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Stop burning ‘dayami,
PhilRice tells farmers

'SCIENCE CITY OF MU-

NOZ, Nueva Ecija—The Phili-
pine Rice Research Institute
has cautioned Filipino farm-
ers to refrain from burning

“dayami” (rice straw), saying

* this could reduce nutrients in

soil and make farmlands less
productive.

Evelyn Javier, supervising
science research specialist of
the PhilRice’s agronomy, soil
and physiology division, said

rice straw-burning, which is

practiced during the harvest
season, causes air pollut-
ants such as carbon dioxide,
carbon monoxide, nitrogen

| dioxide and sulphur dioxide.

When done frequently,
she said this could reduce the
soils nitrogen content and

phosphorus content by 25
percent. It also cuts potassi-
um content in soil by 20 per-
cent and sulphur by 5 percent
to 60 percent.

Javier said this practice

also damages food resources

of beneficial insects in the
rice field.

The institute said Republic

Act 9003, also known as the
Solid Waste Management
Act (RA 9003) and the Phil-

ippine Clean Air Act of 1999

both prohibit open-field
burning, including burning
of rice straws.

According to PhilRice sta-
tistics, the country produces
15.2 million tons of rice an-

nually of which 11.3 millions
are turned into rice straw;

To minimize post-harvest
waste, rice straws can be used
by farmers as organic fertil-
izer and primary material for
mushroom production. Also,
rice straw and other biomass
from farm by-products can
help farmers save expenses
from chemical fertilizer inputs.

Javier said when rice
straws are scattered in the

field during land prepara-

tion, they maintain the soil’s
nutrients such as nitrogen,
phosphorus, potassium, sul-
phur, silicon and carbon as
well as moisture.

They also preserve the
bmdlvermty of mlcmorgan-—
isms that helps in nutrient
cycling and efficient fertil-
1zer utilization.
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Building a healthy,

IT is with great pleasure that I take
part in this gathering to encourage
Rotarians to take a more active role

in finding solutions to the growing .

social, economic and development
challenges caused by environmen-
tal degradation and disasters aris-
ing from natural hazards made
stronger by climate change.
Weareliving ina world with finite
resources and yet generations have

lived over the centuries like thereisno

tomorrow.
Ournatural environment hasbeen
compromised. Our biological diver-

“sity has been significantly reduced
- and the general health of our environ-

ment is conceded to the greed of some.
Our ecosystems have been altered
more rapidly in the name of develop-
ment; but the poor have remained
poorand theirnumbers are increasing
notwithstanding the emergence of
megacities and theincreasing “GDPs”
of nations.

The effects of our exploitative ac-
tivities are evident in the increased
frequency and volume of natural haz-
ards. We have seen many times the
impact of natural hazard extremes
and the prevalence of disaster risk,
exacerbated by climate change. They
kill thousands of families, wipe out
cities and communities, and undo
years of development gains.
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Speech of Senator Loren Leﬁarda deliv-
ered before members of the Rotary Club
of Makati Luncheon in a meeting held
at Manila Peninsula Hotel on May 3,
2016—Ed.

Losses due to Typhoons Ondoy
and Pepeng in 2009 were equivalent
to 2.7% of the country’s GDP; while
damage from Supertyphoon Yolan-
da is estimated at P101.79 Billion,
representing 0.9% of GDP for 2013.

Eachyear, fivemillionlivesarelost
due to climate change and the health
impacts of its chief driver — fossil
fuels.[1] The World Health Organi-
zation estimates direct damage costs
to health alone at between 2 and 4
billion dollars each year by 2030.[2]

The 5th Assessment Report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) declared that “about
half of the anthropogenic carbon di-
oxide emissions between 1750 and
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resilient, sustainable nation

2011 have occurred in the last 40
years.”

The world will continue to get
warmer and with this comes long
lasting changes in our climate sys-
tem. Ordinary people have limited
understanding of this, until they are
painfully introduced to theirimpacts
via extremely harsh weather events,
flooding, declining fish catch, water
scarcity, declining agricultural har-
vests, exacerbating health issues, ex-
tinction of animal and plant species,
displacement of people, and even the
demise of low-lying areas, among
others.

Last April 22, 175 countries, in-
cluding the Philippines, formally
signed the Paris Agreement on Cli-
mate Change at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York. The
Agreement was the result of the cli-
mate negotiations in Paris culminat-
ing last December.

Now, we await the affirmation of
commitments through the comple-
tion of ratification or accession pro-
cesses of each country.

The Philippines hasjoined calls for
the early entry into force of the Agree-
ment by ensuring that at least 55
nations representing 55 percent of
global greenhouse gas emissions will

TO PAGE 5
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ratify the Agreementwith-
in the year.

But while nations
await the Agreement’s
entry into force, govern-
ments must already start
the work to implement
their respective National-
ly Determined Contribu-
tions (NDCs) and to meet
the goal of the Paris Agree-
ment.

The main aim of the
Paris Agreementisto lim-
it global temperature rise
within the century “well
below 2 degrees Celsius
and todrive efforts tolim-
it the temperature increase
even furtherto1.5degrees
Celsius above pre-indus-
trial levels.”

Vulnerable nations, es-

pecially thememberstates -

of the Climate Vulnerable
Forum (CVF), fought for
the inclusion of the 1.5
degrees Celsius warming
limit in the Paris Agree-
ment. Wemustnotgohigh-
er than that because the
additional 0.5 degrees
Celsius could spell the dif-
ference between survival
and extinction.

Global warming has al-

ready breached the 1°C
level with unprecedented
warmjng in the past
months. Wehave already
borne countless tragedies
and losses fromrecurring
impacts of extreme weath-
er events undera 1°C glo-
bal warming. How much
more with higher temper-
atures?

The World Bank
projects that under a 2°C
scenario, there will be a
20% declinein wateravail-
ability for many regions
and 15-20% decrease in
crop yield.

Moreover, with warm-
ing of up to 2°C, sea-level
rise is projected to be
around 70 centimeters.
Sea level rise, floods that
damage fish farms, and
theincreased acidification
of the oceans by 2050
could reduce farmed fish
yiEld by 90%.

The IPCC revealed
that a 1.5 to 2.5 degrees
Celsius increase in global
mean temperatures from
pre-industrial levels
threatens extinction of
20-30 percent of all spe-
cies.

The half a degree dif-
ference between 1.5 and
2 degrees Celsius mat-
ters. The 1.5°C is not a

mere aspirational goal.

It is the minimum deliv-
erable. Itis non-negotia-
ble. It is a matter of sur-
vival.

Even the success of at-
taining the sustainable de-
velopment goals (SDGs)
is at risk if we do not limit
warming to 1.5°C.

Moreover, the mobili-
zation of the US$100 Bil-
lion Fund under the Paris
Agreementisnecessary to
support vulnerable na-
tions who happen to be
low-emitting, developing
economies. But addition-
al funding in the form of
independent official de-
velopment assistance
(ODA) commitments 1s
also vital.

Finally, there should
be 50:50 balancein inter-

national climate finance:
. between adaptation and

mitigation. Funding
should not only be on
efforts to reduce green-
house gas emissions.
Equal financial support
must also be available to
help those on the front-
line that are feeling the
brunt of climate change
impacts.

Here in our country,
we actually have numer-
ous lawsand policies that
are focused on address-
ing environmental, cli-

mate change and disaster
resilience issues. Among
these are the Clean Air
Act, Clean Water Act,
Ecological Solid Waste
Management Act, Renew-
able Energy Act, Environ-
mental Awareness and
Education Act, Climate
Change Act, Disaster Risk
Reduction and Manage-
ment Act, and the Peo-
ple’s Survival Fund Law.

Laws, however, are
just part of the equation,
and their implementation
through good governance
could spell a big differ-
ence.

Solutions for climate
and resource risks entail
investing in water supply,
sanitation, flood control,
transport, roads, social
and health services, and
energy infrastructure that
build resilience to climate
variability.

Moreover, promoting
sustainable growth is not
the duty of the govern-
ment alone. It is every-
one’s responsibility. It is
thus important to put
communities at the heart
of relevant programs and
policies and gather collec-
tive action that is rooted
in a sense of solidarity
and shared responsibili-

ty. TO BECONTINUED
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ADB stresses need

By CAl U. ORDINARIO ¥ @caiordinario

RANKFURT, Germany—The
Asian Development Bank (ADB)

said that while climate change-

related projects and programs take
time to implement, countries like the
Philippines, must focus on them to
attain sustainable development.

Stephen P. Groff, the bank’s
vice president for East Asia,
Southeast Asia and the Pacific,
said the challenge for the Phil-
ippines and other developing
ADB member-countries with
a climate-change program or
project is implementation.

Groff said implementation is
also the key in realizing the aims

of the Green Jobs law, which was

recently passed by the Philippines,

as well as other climate-change

projects and programs.
“It'srelatively easytoannounce

these things, and its the right
and important thing to do, but
implementing and executing
those things just takes time,
and its frustrating for all of us,
but it is not something that's
unique to the Philippines, all
countries face these challenges,”
Groff said.

“Ittakestime, butitalso takes
continued dedication by the ad-
ministration, takes continued per-
severance by people of the coun-
try, and I'm confident that that’s
the direction that the Philippines

for sustainable devt

will go on, because it is really the
only direction the country can go
on to be on a sustainable path,”
he added.

Groff said achieving sustain-
able development is similar to
ramping up the country’s infra-
structure spending—it takes a
considerable amount of time.

He said the governmentaimed
toincreaseinfrastructure spend-
ing to 5 percent of GDP from only
2 percent, whichisamongthelow-
estintheAssociation of Southeast
Asian Nations area.

However, documents obtained
by the BUSINESSMIRROR in April
showed that the country is no-
where nearachievingits 5 percent
of GDP goal. '

Datashowed that programmed
national spending for infrastruc-
ture was at 3.5 percent of GDP, or
P442.31 billion, in 2014 and 4.48
percent of GDP, or P595.77 bil-
lion, in 2015.

However, actual spending as
a percentage of GDP was at 2.74
percent, or P346.24 billion, in
2014 and 3.28 percent, or P435.3
billion, in 2015.

“At the beginning of the
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Aquino administration, they set
out a goal to increase their infra-
structure spending, which has
regionally been low compared to

a lot of your Asean countries, and
they've succeeded in increasing

infrastructure spend quite dra-
matically over the last number of
years, but that’s taken quite some
time,” Groff said.

Nonetheless, Groff added that
the ADB recognized the efforts
made by the national government
in attaining sustainable andinclu-
sive development.

In March the National Eco-
nomic and Development Author-
ity (Neda) bared the results of
AmBisyon2040.

It showed 79.2 percent of Fili-
pinos want a simple and comfort-
able life in 25 years and 3.9 per-
cent of Filipinos wanted the life

of the rich.

A simple and comfortable life
means owning a medium-sized
home; earning enough to sup-
port everyday needs; owning at

least one vehicle; providing for

the children’s college education
and traveling around the country
for vacation.

STRECSES  NEED

DENELOPMENT

The data from AmBisyon2040
will be translated into national
targetsand goalsthatwill become
the backbone of future develop-
ment plans.

Planning for a better future

was also part of the main mes-

sage of the ADB President Take-
hiko Nakao in his closing news
conference here.

Nakao said the ADB and its
work in developing member-
countries (DMCs) in the next 20
years will be incorporated in its
Strategy 2030, or its Long Term
Strategic Framework (LTSF).

The ADB new Strategy 2030
will replace the bank’s Strat-
egy 2020 released in Madrid,
Spain, in 2008. The LTSF 2030
may include climate finance as a
priority of the bank in the next
few years.’

This will be complemented by
the ADB’s commitment to double
its climate-change financing to
an annual average of around $6
billion from the current average
of $3 billion a year.

“Many of youexpressed strong
support for the preparation of
Strategy 2030, and stressed the

. l1-.-
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importance of close consulta-
tion with all stakeholders, in-
cluding CSOs [civil-society or-
ganizations]. The new strategy
will help us define our approach
to the Sustainable Development
Goals [SDGs] and COP21 [21st
Conference of Parties]. Itwillalso
elaborate on our approaches to
upper middle-income countries
and regional cooperation and in-
tegration,” Nakao said.

In July 2015 the ADB, together
with other multilateral develop-
ment banks and private institu-
tions, have committed at least
$400billion for projectsrelated to
the SDGs in the next three years.

The ADB, World Bank, Euro-

pean Bank for Reconstruction

“and Development, and others will

poolsome $400 billion in the next
threeyears tosupporttheworld’s
Agenda 2030.

The World Economic Forum
also disclosed that three blended
finance initiatives, with a collec-
tive amount of $100 billion over
the next five years, was launched
at the United Nations Financing

for Development Conference in
Addis Ababa.
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DMCI lans to invest
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By Alena Mae S. FIores

w

DMCI Power Corp., a unit of the Consun]z
Group, plans to invest $300 million to build 100
megawatts of run-of-river hydro power projects
to expand its power generatzon portfolzo

“Were looking at some mini-
hydro opportunity, run-of-river,
DMCI Power president Nestor
Dadivas told reporters.

The projects include four dif-
ferent hydro potential areas in
Sultan Kudarat with a combined
capacity of 90 MW and a 9-MW
hydro project in Cagayan de Oro
City.

“In Cagayan de Oro... we're

lookmg at buying in. They have

a service contract but it expired

and they are renewmg it,’ Dadwas

said.

“In Sultan Kudarat, it’s around
90 MW, but there are like three or

into solar, biomass.

it happe
it, hesald

four different areas there,’ he said.

The projects are estimated to
cost $3 million per megawatt to
construct.

Dadivas said the company was
focused on run-of river hydro
projects among the renewable en-
ergy technologies.

“Too many people are getting
_' Were not
convinced on feedstock availabil-
ity. It must be significant to make
n and the seasonality of -

Davidas said while hydro pro)-

‘*ectsweremorecostlytebml:dat

$3 million per MW, compared to

m in hydro sites

'$2.5 million for coal plants, the

fuel of the hydro projects is free.
“What is good about hydro is
that the fuel is free. You just have
to look at the capacity factor. The
capacity factor should be high for
the project to earn because your

project cost is also high,” Dadivas
said. -

~ He said the gove rnment was
loohng at a capacity factor of 46
percent for hydro, compared to

solar at 20 percent and biomass

at 30 percent.
_ “If_ we ever go into renewable,
were going hydro because it has
a bigger capacity factor and a big
percent of project cost would be
civil works which can be under-
taken by DMCI,” he said.
Davidas said the company was

carefully studying hydro power
development, because “we've nev-

" er done hydro in our life yet”

“We're in the due diligence stage
right now. We also have funding

for the CDO project of P2 billion
from LandBank,” Dadivas said.

Dadivas said the company was
in the initial stage of identifying
locations for the renewable en
ergy projects.

“Right now, we have identifiec
one or two areas. But the loca
tions could still change depend
ing on the results of our feasibilit
studies,” Dadivas said.

The company cited market con

~ditions and government incer

tives as the reasons for its planne
foray into renewable energy.

“Having priority  dispatc!
government support and a con
petitive price at a growing b
highly competitive power indu
try makes these RE projects mo
attractive,” Davidas said.

DMCI Power was establish
in 2006 to provide sufhicient a
reliable electricity to areas that
not connected to the main trar
mission grid.
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By Dexter V. Cabalza
and Jhesset O. Enano

(Second of a series)

FELICIANO
Suarez has known

# the waters of La-
guna de Bay all
his life. He is 75,

and his
have been shaped

by the lake and its changing conditions

- through the years.
Suarez, known as

munity, is one of the elderly |
fishermen in Barangay Libis in
Binangonan, Rizal province. He
was born on Talim, the most
populated island in Laguna de
Bay, to a family that largely de-
pended on the lake and its re-
sources. Now, he and his wife,
Viring, live in one of the many
houses dotting the lakeshore,
which borders the southeastern
side of the province.
‘Tata Feli said that throughout
the election campaignh not one
“politician visited the place.
Posters of candidates, however,
are displayed everywhere, their
smiling faces turned away from
the lake.
- “Idon’t see any help from the
government,” Tata Feli said.
“No one really visits us. Maybe
just now because there s a
wake here.”

ThiNG. Vote.

Tata Feli in his com-

habits
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~ In the Philippines, to live as a

tisherman is to live in poverty.

The Philippine Statistical Au-

thority reported that in 2012,
the fishing industry was the

poorest sector, with a poverty

incidence of 39.2 percent, even

- higher than the national figure

of 25.2 percent.

The presidential debates
highlighted the platforms of the
five candidates, including pro-
grams for people relylng on
fisheries as their main source of

livelihood. All the aspirants

planned to extend the coverage
of the conditional cash transfer
program to fishing families and
make the government subsidize
their capital for livelihood.
Laguna de Bay is the largest

lake in the Philippines, with a
surface area of about 900

square kilometers. According to
the Laguna Lake Development
Authority (LLDA), it is bounded

by six provinces, 12 cities and

49 towns that are econon:ucally

dependent on the lake.

LLDA records showed thet

aquaculture productionin 2012

totaled 150,957 metric tons, or
3 percent of the total national

production. Studies also re-
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vealed that two-thirds of the

freshwater fish requirements of
Metro Manila, such as tilapia,
come from Laguna de Bay.

Dwindling lake catch

Tata Feli and his family have

relied on Laguna de Bay all

their lives. He recalled -that
when he was young, the lake
teemed with fish. A fisherman
would spend only an hour or
two in his boat and he would

~have enough for the whole day.

“We never really thought it
was important to finish
school, because the lake could
provide for us,” he said. “It
was enough to know how to

read and write.”

The situation is different
now, Tata Feli said. The lake is
shallow and murky, far from
the body of crystal-clear water
that he remembers from his
youth. The fish are significant-
ly fewer, too.

Small fishermen in Binang-
onan partly blame the decline

in the lake’s productivity on

the Napindan Hydraulic Con-
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trol Structure (NHCS).

The structure was built in

1983 to prevent the backflow of
saline and polluted water from
the Pasig River into Laguna de
Bay, making the lake water suit-
able for irrigation, domestic
and industrial uses. It is also
one of the components of the
Effective Flood Control Opera-
tion System, which aims to pre-
vent flooding in the surround-
ing cities and towns.
For the people of Libis, how-

ever, the goals of the NHCS are

contrary to what the govern-
ment has promised. While
Metro Manila is spared flood-
ing, rainwater trapped in Lagu-

na de Bay inundates the low-ly-

ing towns on the lake’s rim.

In 1992, the fishermen
were alarmed by the sight of
sickly looking fish. Fisherman
Ronel Arambulo, 30, told the
INQUIRER that some fish had
exposed bones, while others
had “boils.” The fishermen be-
lieved the cause was the lack

of saline water, which used to

flow into .the lake, mixing

L e

+ o

4

~ freely with its freshwater.

.According to a study done by
the Japan-based International
Lake Environment Committee
(Ilec) Foundation, fish catch

from Laguna de Bay declined

to 13,060 MT in 1996 from
44,741 MT in 1993,

Invasive fish species

At present, the situation is
even worse, Tata Feli said. Fish-
ermen contend with the decline
of the lake’s productivity caused
by industrial pollution, domes-
tic waste, fertilizer runoff, and
siltation and sedimentation.
The lack of government policy
and programs also resulted in
the lake’s deterioration.

“Before, even if you just wade
in the lake, there’s catch and
there’s food to eat. Now, mud is

‘your only catch,” Tata Feli said.

“The water is shallower, muddy
and smells terrible. It really af-
fects the fish, if there are any.”

Invasive fish species, such as
the janitor fish and the knife
fish, also contribute to the lake’s
rapid demise.
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“The janitor fish is such a
huge burden to us. You can’t sell
those,” Tata Feli said. Janitor
fish compete with other fish for
food, destroy fishing nets and
contribute to the siltation of the
lake. “At least the knife fish, we
can sell ... but only for export,”
he said. |

Both the janitor fish and the
knife fish were accidentally in-
troduced into Laguna de Bay
and became pests. A survey
conducted by .the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
in 2013 found that the knife fish
comprised 40.35 percent of the
fishermen’s total catch, much
bigger than the harvest of aqua-

- culture fish, including tilapia

and milkfish (bangus).

Fish cages

Fish pens and fish cages also
significantly grew in number on
the lake, reducing the areas for
open fishing for small fisher-
men. The Ilec study noted that

. the pens grew from 38 hectares

in the 1970s to- more than
30,000 ha in 1983. This has
sowed conflict between fish-
pen operators and other fisher-
men relying only on their boats
and nets. |
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A son of Tata Feli used to fish,

but left the lake when he found
out that some fishermen were
shot when they came close to
‘the pens. He now works as a tri-
cycle driver in the same town.

Tata Feli’s other children are
working at different jobs far
from Binangonan. Not one of
them is interested in fishing be-
cause of the meager income
and lack of support from the
- government. -
~ This story is not unique.
Many other men and women
living by the lakeshore do not
engage in fisheries anymore.
They have chosen other jobs,
such as construction work.

But Tata Feli is too old and
frail to shift to other jobs. He is
on constant medicatién for
asthma, a condition he devel-
oped after many years of Work-
ing in the lake.
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Still, Tata Feli shows no signs
of st0pp1ng anytime soon.

" Alternative | lvellh_ood

~He 'now mainly relies on
shrimp catch, which he can do
much nearer to the shore. Ev-
ery day at 3 a.m., he walks
from his home to the lake, gets
in his boat and lowers his
shrimp traps for about an hour
or two.

“I'm lucky if I get to about 2
kilos of shrimps,” he said. Tata
Feli sells his catch for P90 per ki-
lo, barely enough for his fami-
ly’s food and other needs, as
well as payment for debts.

Without the aid of govern-
ment officials, small fishermen
like Tata Feli rely on organiza-
tions like Pamalakaya (National
Federation of Small Fisherfolk

Organizations in the Phlhp—.

pines). The alliance has given
him the blue boat that he now
uses every day.

“We don’t rely on the govern-
ment. We rely mostly on our-
selves " he said.
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“lata Feli said, howeverj-_thé?:
he would vote in Monday’s elec-
tions, hoping that the new Pres-
ident would really help the
poor. But the struggle for Tata
Feli and the other fishermen

‘would continue.

“When 1 stop fishing, it
means I have stopped living,”
he said. “But while I stlllpcan I
will continue to fish.”

(Editor’s Note: The INQUIRER
is running a series profiling the
plight of six disadvantaged ba-
sic sectors of society—farmers,
fishermen, senior citizens, peo-
ple with disabilities, contract
laborers and overseas Filipino
workers—as their situations
have been high on the gover-
nance priorities of the presi-
déntial candidates. Jejomar Bi- -
nay, Rodrigo Duterte, Grace
Poe, Mar Roxas and Miriam
Defensor Santiago have vowed
to increase the productivity of
the sectors while promising
them poverty alleviation pro-
grams, such as cash doles and
subsidies.)
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RCI wins PCAPI EnV|r0nmentaI Awards

Underscoring its commitment as a company
that spearheads green initiatives, Republic
Chemical Industries (RCI) recently earned

recognition from PCAPI (Pollution Control As-

sociation of the Philippines, Inc ) on several cat-
egories.

Out of 12 shortlisted companies, the PCAPI
Environmental Awards chose RCI as the sec-
ond runner-up Mother Nature awardee, sec-
ond runner-up Success Story awardee out of 16
success stories, and third runner-up TOPCO
(Ten Outstandmg Pollution Control Officers)
“awardee out of 14 shortlisted PCOs (Pollution
Control Officers). |

The Mother Nature award recogmzes COm-
panies that have implemented excellent envi-
ronmental management practices and well-es-
tablished measures for polluton prevention
and control. The Success Story award on the
other hand is given to a successfully imple-
mented environmental program that had a
major contribution in reducing the organiza-
tion's environmental impact, for which RCI's in-
stallation of 100 kilowatt Solar PV (photovolta-
ic) system was a runner up. The TOPCO award
is handed out to companies that have exerted
excellent efforts and shown a strong comimit-

“ i _1;:'3}
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Engmeer Marfel Ancheta, RCI manager for-
building and facilities/environment, health
and safety.

ment in ensuring that the organization opet-
ates in an environment-friendly manner, exem-
plifying the character of a true enwomnental
protector.

The Environmental Awards is a national

award-giving body given by the PCAPI-Nation-

al Chapter in recognition of the outstanding
achievements of establishments and Pollution
Control officers in the implementation of an ef-
fective environmental management system.

"As our President and CEO John Spakowski
IT would always remind us, it is RCI's vision to
protect and conserve the environment through
responsible environmental practices in all of its
business activities," Engr. Marfel Ancheta, RCI
manager for Building and Faci]ities/Environ-
ment, Health and Safetg affirmed.

Through our various environmental efforts,
we are able to actualize the vision, minimize
the environmental impacts conceming our ac-
tivities and even initiate green and eco pro-
grams," Ancheta added.

Through RCI's CSR arm Pioneer Adhesives
Foundation, Inc. (PAFI), the company is cham-
pioning an environmental campaign titled "Our

‘earth. Our responsibility” The campaign's first

project took place in Boracay Island, in partner-

* ship with Boracay Foundation, Inc. (BFI), with

"Coral REEFurbishment." The activity facilitat-
ed the donation of over 3,600 tubes of Pioneer
EpoxyClay Aqua to help fix damaged coral
fragments. The "Coral REEFurbishment” pro-
ject also conducted coastal cleanup and under-
water coral transplantation.

RCI is the maker of the trusted brand Pio-
neer adhesives and sealants such as Mighty

Bond, Pioneer Epoxy and Elastoseal.
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Water crisislooms

THE European Chamber of Commerce
>f the Philippines is calling for the
1elding of an immediate multisectoral
lialogue to address and avert a looming
vater crisis in the country.

ECCP vice president Henry Schumacher
ited a need for the government, private
ector and water stakeholders to meet
ind come out with solutions amid the
urrent EI Nifo and water levels dropping
o critical levels.

Schumacher said the two top priorities
vere to ensure enough water supply for
he agriculture sector and the consumers.

“Metro Manila along with several key
ities in the country including Angeles,
3aguio, Cebu, and Davao will most likely
:xperience severe water shortage by
2025. What we are experiencing right
1ow are telling signs that point in that
{irection,” Schumacher said.

The Philippines s the second
Southeast Asian country to sound the
alarm on scarcity of water supply after
Thailand did last month. Othel V. Campos
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ITY OF SAN FERNANDO,
Pampanga —— Many of the rice
farmers in Central Luzon who
lost their newly harvested and
ready-to-harvest rice to two typhoons the
previous year while also suffering from
the impact of El Nino are now reaping
their first harvest for 2016 thanks to the
support of the Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization of the United Nations (FAQO).
At the request of Department of Agri-
culture (DA), FAO mobilized its typhoon
“Lando” (international name: Koppu)
Response in December 2015. Bags of
certified rice seeds and complete fertilizer
were delivered to affected rice-farming
households to complement the farm n-
puts that the government provided. The
timely assistance enabled them to catch

FARMERS  WITHSTRND
L NiNo '

the imminent planting season, which
ended in January. Missing that window
could have resulted in six more months
without adequate income or falling into
greater debt—a serious issue that farmers
face especially in times of crisis.

About 18,900 of them who were able
to re-plant their damaged farms are now

- reaping their first harvest for 2016.

“This first harvest represents the re-
covery of thousands of households spread
across 36 municipalities in the provinces
of Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, Tarlac and
Aurora,” said FAO Representative in the
Philippines José Luis Fernandez who
joined beneficiary farmers in Candaba,
Pampanga for a ceremonial harvest. -

With FAQ’s support, farmer benefi-
ciaries are expected to produce a total of
99,200 metric tons of palay (paddy rice),
which could generate 59,500 metric tons
of milled rice that can feed about 522,000
people for one year.
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~ Afternoon showers
herald the coming rains

PR e HE country 1S beginning to ha!ve thun-
" B ¥ derstorms bringing sudden rains to
various parts of the country. These
=ik are not yet the steady rains of the
wet season; those are no due until near the
end of May. But the scattered afternoon rains

~ are serving to ease the summer heat we have

been enduring for many weeks now.

The Philippine Atmospherie, Geophysical,
and Astronomical Services Administration (PA-
(rASA) said that the nation must expect more of
the summer heat this week. It forsees the maxi-
mum temperature in Tuguegarao City to reach
as high as 41.5 degrees Celsius and warned the
people against heat cramps and heat exhaus-
tion, with continuing activity possibly resulting
in heat stroke.

This year’s hot season has been intensified
by the El Nifo phenomenon, the heating of the

~ equatorial Pacific, causing below-normal rainfall

in many parts of the world including the Philip-
pines, especially in Mindanao. The drought has
parched rice fields all over the country, damaging
crops, notably corn and rice.

This week, reports from India, Thailand, and

‘Vietnam, the world’s top producers of rice, said

they have all reduced their production. These
three countries normally produce 60 percent of
the global rice trade of 43 million tons. Because
of the drought, rice inventories in these three
countries are expected to fall by one-third. We
hope that the rice shipments the Philippines has
already ordered from Thailand will be sufficient
for our needs as the global supply is down.

This possible rice problem is one reason we
pray that the rains will soon come, so that we can
mobilize our own agriculural sector to produce at
least a part of what we cannot import this year.
If the ongoing drought moves our government to
boost agriculture in a big way, so much the bet-
ter. The incoming administration should make
increased agricultural productlon a major part
of its plans for the country.

When the rains do come towards the end

~of this month, they will bring another problem

~ floods. Our town and city governments, espe-
cially in Metro Manila, must not be lulled by the
current hot season into neglecting the annual
cleanup of flood channels. For the showers of
blessing that will come will soon become power-
ful typhoons like Yolanda. For all of these forces
of nature, we must be prepared.
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Killer disease

The drought induced by El Nifio
has been blamed, but sheer lack of
access to safe water is likely to be
another key culprit in the outbreak
of diarrhea that has reportedly
killed nine people in Zamboanga
City in the past two months.

Health officials said 65 percent
of water samples collected from
around the city had tested posi-
tive for fecal matter. The officials
attributed the contamination to
water rationing that has been en-
forced since January because of
the drought. From March to April
alone, diarrhea has downed 1,539
people in Zamboanga, health of-
ficials reported. Also affected were
about 400 inmates. -

Diarrhea can be easily cured with

' affordable medicine. Still, it contin-

ues to be the second leading cause
of death among children under
five around the world, according
to the World Health Organization.
The problem is most prevalent in
impoverished communities and in
areas with inadequate sanitation
and water treatment facilities. Weak
public health services aggravate the

problem.

Even cholera, which has been
eradicated in many countries, con-
tinues to be reported from Mind-
anao to Metro Manila. Bottled dis-
tilled water has become a thriving
business as Filipinos fear that water
from the tap may be contaminated.
For millions of impoverished Fili-
pinos, however, bottled water is a
luxury, and even boiling water to
get rid of bacteria means additional

expenses for cooking gas.
Health officials traced the diarrhea

in Zamboanga to a severe rotavirus

outbreak from contaminated water.
The infection is a common cause of
vomiting and diarrhea in infants, and
can cause severe dehydration.
Treatment for dehydration, vom-
iting and gastroenteritis, however,
are widely available. The loss of
nine lives in just two months to a
common disease is appalling. Those
deaths could have been prevented.
Before more lives are lost, authori-
ties must move to improve public
sanitation facilities and access to
safe water, not just in Zamboanga
but all over the country. -
- s
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" Noy inaugurates Albay flood control project

LEGAZPI CITY - President Aquino inaugurated a flood control project and a re-.
habilitated bridge in this city on Thursday. i
Aquino unveiled the marker of the flood control project in Barangay San Roque:
after attending the ribbon cutting ceremony at the Yawa Bridge in Barangay Rawis.
The P1.3-billion flood control project consists of elevated dikes, bridges, pumping’
stations and floodgates traversing the rivers of Yawa, Makabalo and Tibo.

“We are very grateful to the Aquino administration for funding the comprehensive
flood control system master plan... this is the biggest project funded by the national
government in a single LGU (local government unit) in Bicol,” Albay City Mayor
Noel Rosal told The STAR. |

The rehabilitation of Yawa Bridge, which was damaged by floodwaters at the hetght
of Typhoon Reming in 2006, amounted to P90 million. The bridge connects Legazpi
City to the towns of Sto. Domingo, Bacacay, Malilipot, Malinao and Tiwi and Tabaco-
City. — Cet Dematera.
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Unity needed to address China problem

THE BRUTAL act of China in releasing chemi-
cals to destroy the corals and marine species
around Pag-asa island does not just destroy the
immediate vicinity of that island. It will affect
the different bodies of water connected to it.
China is consistently doing something against
us. Any move our country is making to prevent
the Chinese government’s inhumanity? What
else can China do against us? When shall we
act to condemn its government?

The Philippine government does not pay
much attention to this due to the busy election
campaign. It’s possible for us to wake up one
day with Chinese soldiers already on our
shorelines, until then unnoticed because
everybody was focused on winning the elec-
tions in 2016. Right now, no one cares about

the West Philippine Sea. I just hope that China
will not take advantage of this opportunity to
stage an atrocity against the Philippines.

All Filipinos should join hands to put an end to
the insurgency and separatist rebellion so our
country can focus on addressing its dispute with
China over the West Philippine Sea. We need a
collective, solid effort to protect our country. Let
there be no New People’s Army, Communist Par-
ty of the Philippines, National Democratic Front,
Abu Sayyaf, Moro Islamic Liberation Front, In-
stead, let there be only one group, the “Filipinos”
fighting to protect the Philippines. Let us unite
now for our children and grandchildren, and the
generations of Filipinos to come after them.

—RECTO M. KALISKIS,
rectokaliskis@gmail.com
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W|th PH under new Ieader

BY MICHAEL JOE T. DELIZO
~ REPORTER

9 HIN A ho pes to have a “new ch apte r’

‘with the Philippines whoever

gets elected after the elections on
‘Monday, a Chinese senior diplomat said.

Chinese Ambassador to the
Philippines Zhao Jianhua said
he wants the new administration
to improve the ties of the two
countries whose relationship
went to its lowest point over a
sea dispute.

With the new chapter Zhao
means that the Philippines and
China will have a bilateral rela-
 tionship that focuses on areas
of common interest, economic,
financial, trade cooperation,
- tourism and people-to-people

- context that both countries can

benefit from.
“Of course, we have dlfferenc

es. We hope that we can handle

it properly and we should not

let these differences be the focus

of our relationship” Zhao told
members of the diplomatic press
on the sidelines of the celebra-
tion of the 25th anniversary of
the European Union-Philippines
relationship on Thursday night.
He also said that the relation-
ship of the Philippines and

.China should not be affected

by the upcoming ruling of the

ing,’

international tnbunal later this
month or in June.

Manila filed a memorial
against Beijing before the Perma-
nent Court of Arbitration (PCA)
in The Hague in 2013 to affirm its
right to areas within 200 nauti-
cal miles of its coastline, under
the terms of a United Nations
convention. _

The ambassador maintained
that China will not recogmze
the ruling.

“We did not participate [in
the court proceedings|. We
will not accept and we will
not implement [the decision].
That"s our position. No chang-
" Zhao said.

The diplomat added that the
Philippines and China should
have no dispute over territories

~that could be settled through

bllateral talks

Some media talks about
‘conflicts. I hate that word.
There is no conflict between
China and the Philippines.
China and the Philippines are
friends, neighbors, partners. We
don’t fight against each other,

he said.

Zhao expressed willingness to
personally meet the next Philip-
pine president, whom he hopes
will initiate the resume of bilat-
eral talks to find a solution tmt
is agreeable to both sides. %

He noted that China was able
to resolve its separate territorial
disputes with Russia and Viet-
nam through bilateral dialogue

- and negotiation.

The last time the Phlllpplnes

~and China had a bilateral talk

was during the visit of President

Benigno Aquino 3rd to Beulng
in 2014. | ~
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