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- The zero waste and chemi-
y.watchdog EcoWaste
Coﬁti hi has urged the gov- also eipres
ernment to declare an all-out :nationa "
war against the banned piccolo
rflrecracker, the top cause of
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Gov:t.urged to wage all-out war vs piccolo

o " By RHODINA VILLANUEVA
"An all out war‘agamst
yagnall  the festive season.
er -~ “We urge the |
s,” to declare such crackdewn |
ste -now, not wait until December
w2018, and assign the Bureau

tagged piccolo as ”Jchﬂdren s
enemy number one" dunng

vemment “-

The groﬁp had earher ‘of Customs to accomplish this

the illegal trade of piccolo and

~_other banned firecrackers,”
.. “As'whatls at stake is the . 8 |
.heal'dh and safety of ‘young
" ment of Heelth (DOH) had
mient to provide for 4. reward

~ system that will lead to the
identtfication and apprehen-

she added.
.As of ]an 1, the Depart-

documented .a total of 380
cases of firecracker-rel
injuries, 219 of wh“‘_ n w
| pzecolo victims.
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Government urged to declare war against

piccolo dealers, smugglers

By Cory Martinez

ENVIRONMENT advocate Eco-
Waste Coalition yesterday called
on the govérnment to declare an
all-out war against the banned
piccolo firecracker to prevent
more injuries, particularly to
children. = _ -

EcoWaste coordinator Aileen
Lucero made the call following
reports that piccolo is the top
cause of firecracker-related inju-
ries in the country.

Lucero said they also support
a national ban on all firecrackers
to curb senseless injuries and suf-
ferings caused by firecrackers.

“ An all-out war against smug-

glers, distributors and sellers of -

piccolo will stop this small but
terrible monster in further harm-
ing more child victims,” said
Lucero adding that piccolo has
been tagged as “children’s ene-
my number one” during the fes-
tive season. |

“We urge the government to
declare such crackdown now, not
wait until December 2016, and
assign the Bureau of Customs to
accomplish this task before the
next Christmas season,” she em-
phasized. '

Lucero further urged the gov-

ernmenttoprovideareward sys-
‘tem that will lead to the identifi-
cation and apprehension of cul-
pritsinvolved in theillegal trade
‘of piccolo and other banned fire-

- crackers. |
As of Jan. 1, the Department
of Health had documented a
‘total of 380 cases of firecrack-

er-related injuries, out of
which 219 were piccolo vic-

hazardous fumes and wastes, the

group also called for a total ban
on firecrackers as expressed by
otficials of the DoH, Department
of Environment and Natural Re-
sources, Philippine National Po-

lice and the Bureau of Fire Pro-
tection.
- "We urge our lawmakers to

enact a total ban on firecrackers
to stop this out-of-date practice

] ey i

tims. |

Data from the DoH also
showed that 32 percent of the
840 firecracker-related injuries
in 2014, 36 percent of the 997
firecracker-related injuries in
2013 and 26 percent of the 931
firecracker-related injuries in
2012 were due to piccolo.

~To prevent and reduce inju-

ries, as well as the generation of

of ushering in the New Year with
bloodied hands, smoggy atmo-
sphere and garbage-strewn sur-
roundings,” Lucero added.

“In the name of safer revelry,
cleaner air and waste-free envi-
ronment, we ask our lawmakers
to act now and end this mindless
violence againsthumans, animals

and Mother Earth,” she conclud-

ed.
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Ijent and Natiiral Resources

-(DEN R) yesterday said the air

Miation level following the
o Year Eve's celebratmns

- was not as. bad as prewous
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“The DENR’S Env1r0nmental

Management Bureau (EMB)

said the rains.contributed to

reducing particulate matters

 said the presence of particulate

~ matter 10 (PM-10) in Marikina

" City’s air was only 872 micro-
grams per cubic meter (ug/m?)
from mldmght of Deci 31,2015

| ptolarn of]an 1 2016 It

was at 1,988 ug/m? last year..
g;n Las Pifias City, the PM-10

level was monitored at 540 ug/
m3 while a year ago it went up

to 2,000 ug/m3.

- “Those that are used to light-

" ing up huge firecrackers could
‘have been discouraged because
- of the rains,” Peralta said.

~ She said cities in Metm*

Manila, such as Pasay and
Malabon are among those that
‘registered a relati vely high PM
level since many vehicles pass
through these areas and the

populatmn is dense.

Particulate matter, also

known as particle pollution,
is a complex mixture of ex-

tremely small particles and
11qu1d droplets. Particle pollu-
tion is made up of a number of
components, including acids
(such as nitrates and sulfates),
- organic chemicals, metals and
“soil or dust particles.
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By RHODINA VILLANUEVA

(PM) in the air which is made
worse by firecrackers and fire-

works during the New Year S
Eve revelry.

Teremta Peralta of the EMB
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‘New Year s Day air pollutlon not as bad




COA: Environment bureau met 2014 air poIIutlon target

THE Enwronmental Management

Bureau-National Capital Region

(EMB':N CR) was able to reduce air

pollution or the level of total suspend-
ed paI’uculates (TSP) by 5 percent in
2014, according to the Cornmissmn

on Audit (COA).
Based on a 2014 audit report by

the commission, the EMB aimed

for a 5-percent reduction in the

TSP levels for 2014 with 2012*as ,,

the base of comparison.

“The targeted 5-percent reduction
in the level of total suspended particu-
late (TSP) was attained by EMB-NCR

as of year-end,’ " the commission said.
~ TSP is one of the indicators i in

measuring the quality of air.

According to the EMB, TSP refers to

“tiny aitbome particles or aerosols that

are less than 100 micrometers” which

constantly enter the atmosphere from
natural and human sources. |
‘The natural sources of TSP indlude
soil, bacteria and viruses, fungi, molds
and yeast, pollen, and salt particles
from evaporating sea water. From hu-
man activities, the suspended particu-

lates are produced by the combustion
when heating a particular space, as

well as through industrial processes,

power generation, and motor vehicles. -

“The monitoring and sampling
are being done by EMB nationwide

fto determlne the level of pollut-
ants. The results of the sampling

and monitoring are reported to
the LGUs [local government units],

EMB-Central Office, and others
- concerned,” the commission said.

- “These reports are important, par-
ticularly as guide to LGUs concerning
their implementation of programs

and projects and their formulations of

policies and ordinances especially for

‘the protection of public health from
 the various impacts of air pollution.

The results are also consolidated in

theannual National Air Quality Status

Report by the EMB-Central Office,

which will be used in comprehen- -

sive air pollution management and

~control program,” it added.

- Accofding to the audit report, bu-

reau was able to reduce the level of
TSP from 65 pg/Nem (micrograms

per normal cubic meter) in 2012 to
50 pg/Ncm in 2014 which meant a

23-percent reduction.

It was also able to reduce the
level of TSP in the roadside ambi-
ent from 126.75 pg/Ncm in 2012

meant a 10-percent reduction.
But while the EMB-NCR was able

to attain the five-percent reduction

in TSP level, the reduction cannot

“be determined in other regions ac-

‘cording to COA.
The auditors sald that the reduction

~in TSP level cannot be determined
" in other regions because of “failure

to conduct regular sampling and

monitoring, and non-repair of the
equipment for air monitoring station

by EMB-CAR [Cordillera Administra-
tive Region]. . . unavailability of service

vehicle, equipment breakdown, bad -
weather condition and power failure

in Region 3... malfunctioning of the
equipment and inadequate techni-
cal personnel to do the monitoring

- in Region 11,” and “inadequacy of

pollutants monitored by Region 12.”
“Management {EMB] commented

“that the reduction of TSP has been

targeted before because this was
the only criteria pollutant being
meastired by EMB nationwide since

2004. TSP is measured manually
“every week and this is the basis for

assessment of air quality in certain

- areas especially in the Highly Urban-

ized Centers (HUC) or Commercial
Business District (CBD) per Region.

~ When EMB started measuring PM 10

to 114 pg/Ncm in 2014, which _

~ Regions 11 and 12 shifted to PM10
‘instead of TSP due to the following
‘reasons,” the audit report stated.

in said areas, some Regions like

According to the EMB's website,

PM10 (PM stands for particulate .

matter) refers to suspended par-
ticulates less than 10 micrometers
in diameter that include both fine

and dust particles.” -

The reasons cited were: “Annual
Guideline Value of TSP of 90 ug/
Ncu.m. has been attained... PM10,
being smaller in diameter, is more

“harmful to human health . .. and. ..

To be more cost-effective.”
“Likewise, cost of repair for TSP

‘equipment is no longer cost effective

because said equipment are already
old. TSP equipment will now be
used to establish compliance with
TS ambient air quality standazds by
industries especially during com-
plaints and permitting,” the audit

- report further stated.

“EMB-Central Office conducts
technical assistance to ROs [regional
offices| regarding operation and
maintenance of all ambient air
monitoring equipment (manual
and automatic) and for efficient

‘and effective implementation of
- the ambient air monitoring network

nationwide, the EMB Director has

- issued EMB Special Order No. 2015-

219 designating the focal person and
alternate focal person per Region to
oversee day-to-day operation of the

“stations, among other,” it added.

REINA TOLENTINO
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.DENR to push for integration
of biodiversity conservation

in National Acaptation Plan

HE Department of Environ-

I ment and Natural Resources’s

Biodiversity Management Bu-
reau (DENR-BMB) will push for the
integration of biodiversity conser-
vation in the National Adaptation
Plan (NAP).

The crafting of the NAP is one of
the commitmentsunder the historic
climate agreement forged in Paris,
France, last month during the 21st
session of the Conference of Parties
of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change.

TheClimate Change Commission,
the country’s climate-change body,

willtake theleadincraftingthe NAP.

BMB Director Theresa Mun-
dita Lim said that this year, the
DENR-BMBwillalign allprograms
and activities related to biodiver-
sity conservation to the recently
forged Paris climate agreement,
which primarily aims to reduce
global carbon emissions to limit

temperature increase below 2°C

between 2020 up to 2030.
Lim said the DENR-BMB will

participate in the formulation of the
NAP to make sure that biodiversity
and ecosystem services areintegrat-
ed in the plan.

“What we are going to do this
year is we will link our various pro-
grams and activities to the Paris
agreement, but focusing more on
ecosystem-based adaptation and
mitigation,” Lim added.

The Philippines vowed to reduce
its carbon emission by 70 percent
based on a business-as-usual sce-
nario between 2070 and 2030 under
its mtended natmnally determined
contribution, but its commitment is
largely dependent on the support it
will get to finance various climate-
change projects.

“We will make sure that part of
the National Adaptation Plan is our
main asset, biodiversity and ecosys-
tem services, she said.

The role of Protected Areas (PAs)
inadaptationand mitigation, aswell

as coral recovet_'yand rehabilitation,
which was given funding of P500
million for the first time this year,
will all be aligned to the Paris agree-
ment, she said.

Lim added that the country’s
Philippine Biodiversity Strategy
and Action Plan, which has been
aligned with the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs) approved
during the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in September last
year, will also be fine-tuned to be
consistent with the NAP and the
Paris agreement.

The Paris agreement is more on
climate, while the SDGs is more en-
compassing, as it includes various
goals to ensure sustainable devel-
opment, such as poverty, hunger,
heaith and well-being, education,
gender equality, clean water and
sanitation, affordable and clean
energy, decent work and economic
growth, industryinnovationandin-
frastructure, reduced inequalities,
sustainable cities and communities,
responmble consumption and pro-
duction, climate action, life below
water, life on land, _peace, justice

and strong institutions, and part-
nerships for goals.

“We will make sure that con-
sciously, allour programs andactivi-
ties will be integrated to be able to
contribute to the Paris agreement,”
she said.

On coastal rehabllltatlon more
than providing livelihood support,
it should be designed for resiliency
to the impacts of climate change,
Lim said.

- “There are existing studies
where we can take off from in
implementing coral recovery and
rehabilitation. We will coordinate
with the academe to take stock of
the data that is already available.
We will also seek the help of the
National Mapping and Resource
Information Authority, to map out
coral reefs across the country, she
said. Jonathan l. Mayuga
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revelry on New Year’s Eve in Metro
Manila, garbage still littered many
neighborhoods, with residents
waiting for others to clean up the
streets., - o

In 2014, President Aquino issued

a proclamation declaring every

January as “Zero Waste Month.”
The campaign is laudable, but it can
only succeed with a combination of
improved garbage collection and,
more importantly, a change in at-
titudes toward waste disposal.
“Zero waste” promotes not only
proper garbage disposal but also
recycling. The campaign has been
-around for years, achieving lim-

ited success in certain neighbor-

hoods. A campaign some years ago

to promote waste segregation was

initially received with enthusiasm

in many gated communities, but

faltered after residents considered

it too much trouble to constantly de-

cide which types of wastes should
go to color-coded plastic bags.

Waste segregation for recy-

- clifig, however, has slowly gained

ground in many public areas. The

‘government, especially local units,

i“mm -

LR Yo P22 e You only have to look around on
AN SR TR aae WP I IWY the first day of 2016 to see that the
e\ A sy B i S & g “zero waste” campaign is an uphill

P AR PN L/ VA R 5. struggle. While rains dampened

3 JAN 7015

DL s b o ol o T L TREE R

H * - M“.

/

Wl e P T W Pl - - n

CATION AND INITIATIVES SERVICE

may havé to jumpstart the segrega-

tion and recycling habit. This can

be pushed even in impoverished
communities. There’s “pera sa ba-

sura” or money in garbage; in cer-

tain areas, attitude change can be

encouraged by incentives such as

payment for recyclable waste. Ba-
rangay officials can spearhead the
recycling effort by setting aside
areas for community composting
and deploying personnel to regu-
larly collect the organic household
waste needed for compost that can
then be sold. - _

- Local governments can also tap
private companies to collect materi-
als for recycling. Several companies
pay good money for plastic, paper,
cartons, cans, bottles and other
materials that can be recycled for
industrial use. A zero waste cam-
paign at the grassroots can go hand
in hand with a “pera sa basura”
program. _ '

Zero waste may seem utopian
especially in heavily polluted

Metro Manila.and other densely

populated urban centers, but it is
an ideal that is worth pursuing.
Getting started is the toughest part.
Once people enjoy the pleasure of
a clean environment, there is n
turning back.
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5 500 tonelada ngkt basura nahakot sa Dwarsona

Tatlumpu’t tatlong truck o

‘nasa 500 tonelada ng basura mula

sa pagdiriwang ng pagsalubong

pamahalaang lungsod ng Maymla sa
Divisoria nitong Biyernes. .
Dakong 3:00 ng umaga pa lang

nitong Biyernes ay abala na ang Task

- sa Bagong Taon ang nahakot ng

Clean-up, mas marami ang basura na

~ nakolekta sa pagsalubong sa Bagong Taon

ngayon kumparanoong nakaraang taon.
Sinabini Engr. Che Borromeo, hepeng

- Task Force Manila Clean-up, ha 33 dump
- truck ang ginamit nitong Biyernes upang

Forée Manila Clean—up sa paghahakot- ;

‘ng santambak ng sari-saring basura

sa Divisoria, na pinakamarami ang

| naﬁlelgta sa Claro M. Recto Avenue.

hakutin ang 500 tonelada ng basura, mas

mataas na bilang kumpara sa 25 dump

truck na naghakot noong nakaraang taon

- ng nasa 300 tonelada ng basura.

Ayt)n sareport ng TaskF orce Manila -

Samantala, sinabi ng EcoWaste
- Coalition, na ang hindi maayos na

pagtatapon ng basura na gaya nito ay

taliwas sa Proclamation No. 760 na

-nagdedeklara sa Enero bilang Zero

Waste Month.
~ Iginiit ng koalisyon na maraming

* maaari pangi-recycle ang tuluyan hang

naibasura dahil hindi inihiwalay ang
mga itp, kaya diretso na sa tambakan

‘ang mgaito.

Dahil dito, plano ngayon ng Task
Force Manila Clean-up na turuan
ang mga vendor tungkol sa tamang

- paghihiwa-hiwalay ng basura.

~ Argyll Cyrus B. Geducos |

ALF
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Intensi ed mangrove-plantmg on
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- %nd from the effects of global
“¥¥@rming and climate change, baran-

Iy officials and their constituents
‘are now 1nv01ved in the masswe

?)Fantmg of mangrove propagules in

i3He seven towns of Dmagat Islands
priovince.

9 Supported by the local govern—_
~ment units (LGUs), the barangay
dpaders who directly supervise the -

ueontinuous planting of mangrove
-fwopagules, also mobilized students
vdfring the long Yuletlde Season

M@eak.
o4 Li“Our barangay ofﬁc1als and their
;MQpectwe constituents are now

¥gry much. concerned in planting

Ajffore mangroves because they know

Y%at this is a big help and protection
%nany typhoons especially tsuna-
*8is,”, stressed Provincial, Environ-

ment and Natural Resources Officer

1agat Is-

(PENRO) Agaplto T. Patubo Qf the
Department of-Environment and

- Natural Resourees (DENR).

To date he said, over 550,000

‘mangrove propagules have been
- planted in the island province.

“We (have) the highest survival

rate all over in Caraga region in

terms of planted mangroves,” said
Patubo, in an interview with Manila.

Bulletin, as he also attributed this

big accomplishment to the growing

‘concern by the barangay officials
and residents for environmental
preservation and protection to-

avert casualty or damage durlng
typhoons.

- Along with thls all-out drlve
Dmagat Islands lone district Rep.
Arlene “Kaka” J. Bag ao, also

mobilized her office in extendmg

assistance for the continuity of the
program, which is also in line with

the agency’s National Greening

Program (NGP). A total of 940 hect-

Westﬁgn Dmagat Ecotounsm Area
which/can be found in the seven
ipwns of the province.

. Rep. Bag-ao has slashed from
- herfunds 6.6 million for the DENR-

PENRO two-story bulldmg includ-
ing its five-room hostel.

. Meanwhile, DENR-13 Reglonal
Executive Director (RED) Nomte
M. Tamayo also said yesterday that

mangrove planting has also been
~Intensified in the Caraga region, par- -
ticularly in coastal areas in Surigao
~del Norte, Surigao del Sur, Agusan

del Norte and PDI. -
-About 11,300,000 mangrove
propagules were already planted 1n

4,452 hectares in said provinces in

Caraga region in 2015, he said..
- About 29,647 hectares of denuded,

- open and access timber land in
- Caraga Region are being considered
~ in:2016 for reforestation and develop-

ment by the DEN R-13 under the NGE,
he added.

ares have already been planted in
Dlnagat Islands.

‘Bag-ao is also urgmg the na-
tional government to proclaim the

province of Dinagat Islands as a
‘Conservation Area (DICA).

DICA includes watershed areas
forest reserves, bonsai forest, the
caves in karst areas (or landscapes

formed by the dissolution of rocks
- such as limestone, dolomite, and

gypsum), beaches, coves and the
islands and islets which have the po-
tential for ecotourism development.

This covers a total area of 114,892.32

hectares of which 19,198.5 hectares
are terrestrial and 95 ,694 hectares

are marine areas.

The proposed conservatlon ar-

‘eas are Panamaon Watershed, Espe- -

ranza Watershed, Loreto Watershed,
Mt. Cambinliw and Mt. Redoggo,

Tubajon Watershed, Paragua Foggst

_Reserve, Mt. Palhi, Manoligao Wa-

tershed, Cuarenta ‘Watershed and
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PH L haven for migratory birc

BY JONATHAN L. MAYUGA
Condlusion

Virus, diseases and other threats

“MIGRATORY birds are natural
partsof theinterconnectednessof
natural systems. Therefore, their

natural presence in the order of-

things should not present some
form of negative environmental
impact,” said Director Theresa
Mundita Lim of the Department
of Environment and Natural

Resources-Biodiversity Manage-

ment Bureau (DENR-BMB). |

Migratory birds, Lim said,
could, however, be carrier of pests
and diseases. “Disease from do-
mestic birds in farms near migra-
tory-bird sites may find their way
to wild birds and then spread to
other areas,” she said..

Viruses that are maintained in
wild birds without lethal effects,

such asthe West Nile Vn_'us, maybe

_sprea gdmigi‘atingﬁ' »Sne gan
Accdtding to Lim, migra

birds,“especially ducks,"
also studied to have arole in the

dispersal of propagules of exotic

plants and planktons where they
canbetransported elsewhere and

become invasive. But she main-

tained that measures have been

ﬁut in place to prevent these un-
‘desirable potential threats. She

maintained thatabanin trading
of wild birds remainsin effect. It
is one of the measures initiated
by the DENR, to prevent the pos-
sible spread of the dreaded avian

influenza virus.
Untilnow, the Philippinesisbird

flu-virus free, she said.

Keeping wildlife safe
HUNTING and loss of habitats

‘are the major threats to migratory

birds in the Philippines. These are
beingaddressed primarily through
the implementation of two major
policies, namely, the Wildlife Pro-
tection and Conservation Act and
the National Integrated Protected
Areas System Act.

These laws prohibit the
harvesting of forest products
and hunting of wildlife, includ-
ing migratory birds. “Hunting of
wildlife is not allowed. It is en-
forced through wildlife enforce-
ment networks nationwide. The
Wildlife Act also addresses habi-
tatlossbyproviding for the estab-
lishment of “Critical Habitats” for
threatened species located out-
side Protected Areas,” Lim said.

Severalsmallwetland areas and
important habitats of threatened
migratory birds are being man-
aged as “critical habitats,” such
as the Las Pifias-Parafiaque Criti-

cal Habitat and Ecotourism area,

the Malasi Tree Park and Wildlife

Sanctuary in Isabela, Cabusao,
wetlands in Camarines Sur.

- Majormigratorybird sitesin the
country are also within protected
areas, such as Olango Island Wild-
life Sanctuary, Naujan Lake, Agu-
san Marsh Wildlife Sanctuary and
the Tubbataha Reef Natural Park.

Malnstreammg blodwersny
conservation

MOREQVER, Lim said the DENR
is also mainstreaming biodiver-
sity conservation in local gover-
nance to influence local govern-
ments to consider biodiversity in
land use-planning process, such
as by allocating conservation ar-
eas in land use plans. “More local
conservation areas managed by
LGUs [local government units]
that benefit migratory birds are
expected to come out from these
initiatives,' in addition to exist-
ing ones, such as the Sasmuan
Wetlands in Pampanga, Balanga
City Wetland Park in Bataan and
Bangrin Marine Protected Area

in Pangasinan,” she said.
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- Otherimportant mlgratory blrd |
‘sites aré Béitig identified for prior-
ity protection under different man-
‘agement regimes, either as criti-
cal habitats or local conservation
areas of LGUs. According to Lim,
an important key to blodlver31ty
conservation, such as community
education and awareness, is in-
strumental in transforming posi-
tive societal behavior and culture
toward migratory birds.

Bird festival

LIM said one of the successful ini-
tiatives on this aspect is the an-
nual celebration of the National
Bird Festival which is now on its
10th year. The event, coorganized
by the Wildlife Bird Club of the Phil-
ippines, the Department of Tour-
ism (DOT), DENR and a host LGU,
is organized in different places in
the country each year.

The festivity is celebrated in
December in time with bird mi-
gration. Early this month, Bal-
anga City, Bataan, became host
‘to the annual bird festlval for the
second time.

Lim said the integration of bio-
diversity conservation as part of
educational materials, at least in’
basic education, is gradually being
realized in Balanga City. _

This is “something that needs
to be pressed further to create a
new generation of Filipinas with
a worldview that recognizes, the
ecological and intrinsic values of
nonhuman forms of life,” she said.

Blrd-watchlng, educatmg
the people

A GROUP of 240 members the -
Wild Bird Club of the Philippines
hasbeen promotingbird-watching. -

Organized 12 years ago, the
group provide guided birdwach- -
ing tripsandisgreatlyinvolvedin

P—3
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the information, education and
communication about thei impor-
tance of birds and the environ-
ment in general, said Michael Lu,

one of its foundmg member and
current treasurer of the group.

Over the past 12 years, he said, '

thegroup’smembershavealsobeen
invited to give talks to different
organizations and to conduct bird-
watching trips for schools and sur-
veys for different agencies, includ-
ing power plants and golf courses.

Besides promoting bird watch-
ing, the group maintains re-
cords for bird sightings, whether

resident or migrant species. To

date, the group has the most
extensive records of birds in the
country. The group supplies the
DENR-BMB with information

about new bird 51ght1ngs

Excltmg, memorable activity
BIRD-WATCHING in the Philip-
pines, Lu said, is partlcularly ex-
c1t1ng for the group’s members

“because of the high probability
of [thelr] contributing to records.”

“Personally, my most fulfilling
moments are introducing bird-
watching to the general public—
that moment when the nonbirder
looks through the binoculars and
ooohsand aaahhhs when he spots
a bird by himself,” Lu, a business-
man, said. But he says capturing
the birds in photo makes bird-
watching more memorable.

Lu, who has been into bird-
watchingforcloseto15years, start-
ed taking photos since last year.

"A good photo will always be a
prized photo whether the bird is
rare,” he said.

- Gina Mapua, president of the
group, said that the despite the
rapid deterioration of habitats, bird
watchers are enthusiastic for new
species to find or discover every
time they go bird-watching.

She said there is a need to make
people know more and appreciate
nature, saying that protection and
conservation should not be con-
fined in bird-watching alone.

A platform for enwronmental

“advocacy
SHE said club members, which

include lawyers, doctors, engi-
neers, architects and even youth

“and students, are all nature lovers

and saving the planetin theirown
little way. “Some of us are members
of different clubs and have differ-
ent focusfortheenvironment, but
bird-watchingis our common plat-
form for advocating environment
[protectlon] she said.

“Our advocacy is to raise
awareness to [protecting] our
environment through bird-
watching and through bird fes-
tivals, workingwith government
agencies like the DENR to pro-

"tect birds and habitat, and the

DOT to promote bird-watching
overseas, Lusaid.

Lu added that the government
should do its best to protect the
ecosystem and conserve the coun-
try’s precious birds, including the
migratory. ones, to ensure the1r
survival.

“There are enough laws but the
enforcement and implementation
1s very much lacking,” Lu said.

The DENR-BMB maintains that_

‘the government is on its toes in

addressing the various threats
and challenges in protecting mi-

-gratory birds, as well as endemic

and native birds, along with other
species of flora and fauna.

Lim said that despite the con-
certed efforts, protection and
conservation will remain a big
challenge but will be the key to

- maintaining the country’s status
~ as haven for migratory birds. '
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BAGUIO CITY--A court here Rg

has dismissed a case filed by a ol .

businesswoman who wants to - §
develop a newly purchased lot

that the government insists 1S
inside the reservation of the
presidential Mansion.. '

Imelda Tan Lao had asked

for a mandamus (a judicial -
remedy) to compel the Baguio

City government to release

zoning and building permits &

for a piece of titled ancestral | I}

land that she said was bought

“in good faith” from an Ibaloi

family.

The Lao family had gone to
court to acquire locational |
clearance, certificate of zon- §&
ing. compliance and building |
_permit for a proposed single- |

story structure which the city’s
various agencies refused to
process.

But in a Dec.. 10 decision,

Baguio Regional Trial Court
Judge Emmanuel Rasing

ruled that the city government

had legitimate reasons to de-

ny Lao’s family these permits
because of legal questions

over the sale of the Manswn
lot.

The Abanag family ac-

‘quired Certificates of Ances-

tral Land Title (CALTs) in - defects, [which] constitute
2010 over lands, some of fraud that warrants [their]
which are 1n31de the Mansmn cancellation.” |
reservation. '

The Abanag CALTS were - Unclear Iegal rlght

_counted among the titled an-
cestral lands which a National
Commission on Indigenous"

Peoples (NCIP) en banc resolu-

tion described as fraught with
“procedural and substantive

The Aug. 24 resolutlon

Slgned by NCIP Chair Leonor

Oralde-Quintayo and Commis-

sioners Zenaida Brigida Pawid,

’3 JA"] LO

THE CENTURY-OLD
Mansion House in

- Baguio City has been
the summer home
for many presidents.
But a section of its
reservation was
‘recently titled to an
Ibaloi family by a
government agency,
portions of whlch

BE  families who are now
unable to develop

the disputedlots.
| EV ESPIRITUANQUIRER
NORTHERN LUZON

Bayani Sumaoang, Cosme
Lambayon and Dionesia Ban-’
ua, was included in the city

“government’s response to Lao’s

petition, said Baguio legal offi-

cer Melchor Rabanes.

“Before .mandamus is 1is-

sued, it is essential that the pe-

titioner (Lao) should have a

clear legal right to the thing
“demanded... This is where the

 petitioner fails,” Rasing said i in

‘is four-page decision.

‘The decision said offices at
City Hall followed Administra-
tive Order No. 52, series of
2014, which imposed gulde—
lines governing the issuance of
permits over areas covered by
CALTS.

3 disputed CALTs

- The order said permits may
be given if the CALT “does not

include or overlap forest reser-

vations, watershed reserva-
tions or other government
‘reservations” or is not part of
“any pending case before the
court or any tribunals.”

Since 2010, various govern-
ment agencies have challenged
three sets of Baguio CALTS in
the courts because these en-
croached on the Mansion lot;
the Wright Park, where houses
have sprouted; the Baguio

Dairy Farm, half of which had

been settled and illegally exca-

vated: and the site- of Casa

Vallejo hotel, which was almost
claimed by a Baguio Ibaloi
family.
Inquirer Northern Luzon

Vincent Cabreza,
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DA reaffirms commitment to mangrove

The Department of Agricul-
ture (DA) is strengthening its
aquasilviculture program, a
multi-purpose production sys-
tem that allows production of
fish in a mangrove reforestation
project.

Aquasilviculture which in-
volves the growing of fish and
other aquatic organisms within
a mangrove area without cutting
down a single tree is seen as an
environment-friendly approach
to enhance fisheries production
in the wild, while at the same re-

been procured.

The PNAP is a program -1m-
plemented by the BFAR, which
aims to develop self-sufficient
fisherfolk families who are ad-
vocates of fisheries resource
protection through mangrove
habitat rehabilitation, promotion
of aquasilviculture and estab-
lishment of community-based
‘multi-species hatcheries.

Based on government data,
there are already 1,632,332 regis-
tered municipal fisherfolks and
118, 222 registered municipal

P TR O, ) A it T b S B o T oo e e an e mmmmpmm L. temmame e m e = b s e o— . _—— - R -

project

habilitate the mangrove habitat
which currently represents less
than a quarter of what used to be a
550,000-hectare mangrove cover in
the 1950s.

Agriculture Secretary Proceso
Alcala said the Philippine Na-
tional Aquasilviculture Program
(PNAP) had already planted
73,847,231 mangrove propagules
or 73.85 percent of the total target
as of the end of September last
year.

The Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (BFAR) has

boats.
tuna

cles.

. _;-i‘ul;-‘ iy . .{TT-I'L'-_-"'::‘.

By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON

also procured several equipment
including 27 units of 40-footer
monitoring, control and surveil-
lance (MCS) vessels, 70 units

of 30-footer multi-mission ves-
sels, and two 50-meter vessels
equipped with necessary special
operations tools.

Other devices such as service
fire arms, global positioning sys-
tem (GPS), night vision goggles,
scuba gears, and rigid-hulled
inflatable rubber boats have also

According to the DA, the
fisheries subsector grew 1.8
percent in the third quarter ot
2015 on the back of increased
production. .

Skipjack (gulyasan) produc-
tion went up 15.88 percent
during the period, the highest
growth rate among tuna spe-

Eastern little tuna (Bonito
" registered al.88 percent growth
while yellowfin tuna (tambakol)

increased by 6.67 percent. .
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FREAKY WEATH ER

LONDON: With temperatures above freezing at the
North Pole, deadly tornadoés in Texas, extreme
heat in Australia and floods in Britain and Mis-
souri, the world is beset by extreme weather

events as it welcomes 2016.

A powerful and destructive low- -pressure
system in the North Atlantic has pushed the

mercury up to two degrees Celsius (35.6
Fahrenheit) at the pole, 20 degrees above the

“on one anomaly.”

The North Atlantic depression
also brought eastern Canada an un-
usually warm holiday period, with
temperatures hitting 15.9 degrees
Celsius in Montreal on Christmas

Eve, around 20 degrees above the

seasonal average.

This was followed by heavy snowfall -

that covered the country’s eastern half.

In the United States, tornadoes and
floods left at least 49 dead. @~

The waters of the mighty Mississippi
River have already exceeded overflow
levels by four meters in some areas,
claiming 13 lives. '

In the south, spectacular tornadoes
devastated parts of Texas.

The common cause of the unusual

events is a particularly strong El Nino

system, amplified by global warming,
accordrng to scientists.

El Nifios, which emerge every four
to seven years on average and run from
October through January, are triggered
by a shift in trade winds across the
Pacific around the Equator.

However, the 2015 episode is
“probably the strongest in the last

100 years,” said Jerome Lecou, fore-

caster at Meteo-krance. |
“There is no simple answer” to
explain the exceptronal conditions,

he added.

IN 2016

seasonal norm.

‘Strawberries

at Christmas

Although centered on the Pacific
Ocean, El Nifio “has an impact on a

~ globat scale,” Jean Jouzel, former vice

president of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), said.
“Generally, El Nifio years are warmer
than average,” he said.
“In Australia, scorching heat has led

to large forest fires and temperatures

are forecast to soon hit 38 degrees
Celsius in the south.
In France, the unseasonably warm

weather has baffled Mother Nature

with Perigord strawberries, Alsatian

- asparagus and mimosas all flourishing

on the French Riviera.

In Spain, higher temperatures and
low rainfall have led to an unusual
outbreak of wildfires in the north.

‘Several Italian cities have introduced
traffic restrictions to combat fine-par-
ticle pollution, which has been wors-
ened by the dry and calm conditions.
~ Record rainfall has brought un-
precedented flooding to the north of
England, leaving the historic city of
York under feet of water and thousands
evacuated over December.

Stormy weather buffeting the North
Sea has brought havoc to oilfields on
New Year's Eve, with one man reported

TION AND INITIAT
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The Arctic has borne the brunt of global
warming, with temperatures three degrees

higher than the pre- -industrial era.
“But linking the current mild conditions to
climate change is premature, warned Nata-
lie Hasell, meteorologist at the Canadian
Department of the Environment, saying
‘that scientists do not base their conclusrons

killed by a giant wave hitting a rig, and

- hundreds of workers evacuated after

a huge barge broke its moormgs and
began drifting.

“There is no doubt in my mind that
climate change is partly responsible
for the flooding across the north of
England,” said Piers Forster, professor
of climate science at Leeds University.

Britain’s mean December tem-
perature was a record-breaking eight
degrees Celsius, smashing the previ-

ous high of 6.9 degrees set in 1934,

according to the Met Office.
It was also the wettest December on

_ ' record for Scotland and Wales and one
of the top 10 wettest in Britain as a whole.

~ Worldwide, temperatures between
]anuary and November have already
broken records, suggesting that 2015
will be the hottest in modern history,
according to the National Qceanic
and Atmospheric Adrmmstratrc}n
“On a global level, we really are In
an exceptional year as it is just over a

“tenth of a degree warmer than 2014,

which itself was a record year,” said
Jean Jouzel.

“This is a real leap, one tenth of
a degree from one year to another,”
he added.

With El Nino showing little sign of
running out of steam, he predicted that
2016 could be warmer still, but that fol-

lowing years may be less extreme.
AFP

IVES SERVICE
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Colorado scientists develo p fully
recyclable, biodegradable plastlc

By MARVYN N. BENANING

Correspondent

CIENTISTS at the Colorado
SState University (CSU) have

beaten other researchers in
the race to develop a fully recy-
clable and biodegrable plastic, ren-
dering petroleum-based polluting
plastics obsolete. |

The researchers also undercut
the work of US biotechnologists
who have been coaxing fungi to
produce plastic sheets in a process
called biomimesis.

Thisproduct could potentiallyre-
duce global pollution by preventing
the dumping of nonbiodegradable
plastics in sanitarylandfills and the
dumping grounds of computers and
other gadgetsin China, US, the Phil-
ippines and other countries.

In2013 the European Union (EU)
estimated thathard plasticformeda
significant volume of the electronic
waste (e-waste) that comprised 25
percent of the waste exported to Af-
rica and Asia for recycling.

“The global volume of electronic
wasteis expected togrowby 33 per-
cent in the next four years, when it
will weigh the equivalent of eight
of the great Egyptian pyramids,
according to the UN’s Step initia-
tive, which was set up to tackle the
world's growing e-waste crisis.

“Last year nearly 50 million met-
ric tons of e-waste was generated
worldwide—or about 7 kilograms
foreverypersonontheplanet. These
are electronic goods made up of
hundreds of different materials and
containing toxic substances, such as
lead, mercury, cadmium, arsenicand
flame retardants,” the Guardian of

the United ngdom reported on
December 14, 2013.
Recyclingplastics and other met-
alsin Guiya, Guangdong, thebiggest
landfill for e-waste, has led to many
cancer cases among theworkers sift-
ing through the materials in search
of copper, gold, zinc, berylllium, tan-
talum and rare earths.
“Onceinlandfill, these toxic ma-
terials seep out into the environ-
ment, contaminating land, water

and the air. In addition, devicesare

often dismantled in primitive con-
ditions. Those who work at these
sites suffer frequent bouts of ill-
ness, Greenpeace said.

Moreover, with the use of recy-
clable and biodegradable polymers
developed by Prof. Eugene Chen
and post-doctoral fellow Miao
Hong at CSU, the huge pile of e-
waste could be reduced substan-
tially, with the plastics being used
again and the metalsin computers,
cellular telephones and tablets re-
trieved with less waste.

For his work on the completely
recyclable and biodegradable plas-
tic, Chen was recently bestowed
the Presidential Green Chemistry
Challenge award.

In their report to the November
23, 2015, issue of Nature Chemis-
try, Chen and Miao described the
characteristics of the polyester
that when simply reheated for an
hour converts back to its original
molecular building blocks and is,
thus, ready for reuse.

Biodegradable plasticshavebeen
around for some time, Chen noted,
and most of them are made from
the biomaterial polylactic acid but
they are not fully recyclable.
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